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CITY     COUNCIL     PROCEEDINGS 


THE  YEAR  COMMENCING  FEBRUARY   7,    1916,   AND  ENDING  FEBRUARY   3,    1917. 


(Preceding  figures  indicating  page  c  signifies  City  Council.) 


Abbott,  Ambrose  H.,  Court  Officer. 

order  that  special  act  relative  to  pension  be  accepted,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  county  accounts  c  174-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  193 


Abbott,  H.  P. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  fire  department  ap- 
paratus c  37 


Abbott,  William  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  fall  c  280 

Abbott  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  of  construction,  passed  c  107 

Abolition    of    Tunnel   Tolls.     (See   East    Boston    Ferry, 
Tunnel  Tolls.) 

Accounts  of  Clerk  Superior  Civil  Court.     (See  County  of 
Suffolk.) 

Act  Relative  to   Payment  of  Premiums  on   Bonds  of 
Court  Officers.     (See  County  of  Suffolk.) 


Kct  Relative  to  the  Membership  of  Edward  L.  Rand  in 
the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Edward  L.  Rand,  who  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
regular  fire  department  of  the  city  of  Boston,  may,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  mayor  and  the  fire  commissioner  of  said  city,  !><• 
restored  to  a  place  in  the  department,  without  undergoing  a  civil 
service  examination. 

Sect.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

(The  foregoing  was  laid  before  the  governor  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
February,  1016,  and  after  five  days  it  had  "the  force  of  a  law,"  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution,  as  it  was  not  returned  by  him  with  his  objec- 
tions thereto  within  that  time.) 


Additional  Assistant  Clerk  and  an  Additional  Court 
Officer  in  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  An  Act  to  Provide  an. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  clerk  of  the  municipal  court  of  the  city  of  Boston  for 
civil  business  may  appoint,  in  the  manner  provided  by  section  fifty- 
eight  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  Revised  Ijaws,  a  seventh 
assistant  clerk,  who  shall  receive  a  salary  of  seventeen  hundred  dollars 
annually. 

Sect.  2.  Section  sixty-four  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  the 
Revised  Laws,  as  amended  by  chapter  three  hundred  and  eighty-six 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  nine,  is  hereby  further 
amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "three,"  in  the  fourth  line,  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  word:  —  four  —  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 
Section  64.  The  justices  of  the  municipal  court  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  appoint  officers  for  attendance  upon  the 
sessions  of  the  court,  not  exceeding  eight  for  criminal  business  and 
four  for  civil  business,  and  may  at  any  time  remove  said  officers  for  a 
cause  which  is  considered  by  the  justices  to  be  sufficient,  and  shall  fill 
any  vacancy  which  is  caused  by  removal  or  otherwise.  Such  officers 
may  serve  the  warrants,  mittimuses,  precepts,  orders  and  processes 
of  said  court. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [Approved 
March  23,  1916. 


Act  Relative  to  Tracks,  Pleasant  Street.     (See  Pleasant 
Street.) 

Adams,  Francis  W. 

petition  that  the  city  repair  brick  wall  damaged  by  a  city  team  c  110 

Adams  Street,  Ward  20. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  ell 

Address  of  the  Mayor. 

c  1-4 

Addressograph  Company. 

communication  relative  to  payment  of  city  employees  by  check  c  110 


Adjigian,  H.  H. 


petition  to  bo  paid  for  articles  of  clothing  taken  from  the  bath  houso 
cU 


(3) 


AGENT 


(4) 


ARONSKY 


Agent  for  Payment  of  Workmen's  Compensation.    (See 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act.) 


(See  Schools  of 


Agriculture  and  Horticulture  Schools. 

Agriculture  and  Horticulture.) 

Alford  Street,  Charlestown. 

land:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication 
from  the  municipal  real  estate  expert  relative  to  order  authorizing 
release,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  c  337 


Allston,  Laura  F. 

petition  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for  damages  sustained  by  a  defect 
in  street  c  110 


Altshuler,  Louis  I. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  torn  on  barrels  c  320 

Ambrosia,  Frank  D. 

petition,  compensation  for  a  window  broken  by  a  wagon  of  the  public 
works  department  c  54 

American  Sugar  Refinery  Company. 

granite  ST.:  location  granted  c  182 

Ames  Real  Estate  Trust  et  al. 

petition  for  erection  of  fence  on  boundary  line  of  Common  from  Charles 
to  Park  sts.  c  369 

Amherst  Street. 

sidewalk:  Jennie  M.  Dustin,  petition  c  55;  report  and  order  for  con- 
struction, passed  c  117 

Anne  Hutchinson  Statue  Committee. 

report,  no  further  action  neccessary  on  petition  that  income  of  Phillips 
Street  Fund  be  expended  for  said  statue  c  386 

Annual  Reports. 

order  that  the  finance  commission  be  requested  to  consider  reports  with 
a  view  to  standardizing  reports  as  far  as  may  seem  advisable,  etc., 
passed  c  284;  order  calling  for  promptness  in  issuing  of,  passed  c  284 

-Annuities. 

Boggs,  Thomas    F.,  late    fireman:    order    to   pay    annuity  to    widow, 

referred  to  executive  committee  c  191-report,  accepted,  order  passed 

c229 
Caek,  Patrick  J.:  widow  of:  see  Carr,  Patrick  J. 
Earle,  Mary:  order  to  pay  annuity  of  three  hundred  dollars  as  widow 

of  John  J.  Earle,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  297,  298-report, 

accepted,  order  passed  c  299 
O'Toole,  Julia  L.:  see  O'Toole,  Joseph  H. 
Stewart,  John  T.,  widow  of:  see  Stewart,  John  T. 


Appointments   by  the  Mayor. 

departments  or  commissions.) 


(See  Mayor,  or  different 


Apportionment  Commission.     (See  Suffolk  County.) 

Appropriations, 
committee:  appointed  c  5 

additional  appropriation,  county  of  Suffolk:  communication  from 
the  mayor  transmitting  two  orders  providing  for  c  221,  222-ref erred 
to  committee  on  appropriations  e  222 

appropriation  bill:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
segregated  budget  for  year  1916-17,  with  orders,  referred  to  commit- 
tee on  appropriations  c  15 


Appropriations,  continued. 

appropriation  for  street  repairs  with  list  of  streets:  c  164 

budget:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communications 
from  the  various  heads  of  departments  relative  to  errors  in  finance 
commission's  report  c  61-105-referred  to  committee  on  appropriations 
c  105-roport  of  committee  on  appropriations  c  119-148-orders  passed 
c  148 

committee:  call  for  meeting  c  174 

department  transfers:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
orders  for  transfers  from  supply  department  and  printing  department, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  248-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  266;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  orders  for  transfer 
from  the  various  items  in  the  segregated  budget  to  other  items,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  270-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  30.3; 
communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  orders  for  transfers  in 
park,  cemetery,  police  court,  Charlestown;  Municipal  court,  Dor- 
chester; hospital  department,  overseeing  of  poor  department,  tempo- 
rary home,  wayfarers'  lodge,  fire  department,  wire  department,  registry 
of  deeds,  children's  institutions,  printing,  art,  street  laying  out  depart- 
ment, consumptives'  hospital  c  293-295— referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  295— report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  299;  communication 
from  the  mayor  transmitting  requests  from  various  departments 
relative  to  transfers  in  overseeing  of  the  poor,  police,  and  statistics 
department,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  263,  264-report, 
accepted,  orders  passed  c  266;  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting orders  recommending  transfers  to  Granite  Avenue  Bridge, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  314-report,  accepted,  orders  passed 
c  342-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  343;  communication 
from  the  mayor  transmitting  orders  for  transfers  from  various  appro- 
priations, referred  to  executive  committee  c  301— report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  313;  communication  from  the  mayor  with  order 
authorizing  transfers  (list  given)  c  335,  336-referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  336-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  342;  communication 
from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  authorizing  various  transfers  (list 
given)  c  316-319-referred  to  executive  committee  c  319-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  334;  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting requests  from  various  departments  relative  to  transfer  of  items 
oveseeing  of  the  poor,  police  department,  statistics  department, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  263,  264-report,  accepted,  orders 
passed  c  266;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  orders 
from  transfers  from  various  items  to  other  items  requested  by  heads 
of  departments,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  231-report,  with 
orders,  accepted,  passed  c  235;  communication  from  the  mayor  with 
orders  for  various  transfers  (given),  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  231-report,  accepted,  orders  passed  c  235;  communication  from  the 
mayor  requesting  transfers  (list  given),  from  various  items  c  238, 
240-referred  to  executive  committee  c  240 

examination  of  budget  items:  communication  from  the  finance  com-  | 
mission  relative  to  c  244,  246-referred  to  executive   committee  c  246 

financial  condition  of  various  city  departments:  communication 
from  the  mayor  and  city  auditor  relative  to  providing  of  an  appro- 
priation until  passage  of  general  appropriation  bill,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  appropriations  c  109 

I 

legal  question:  order  that  Hon.  Nathan  Matthews  be  requested  to  j 
submit  to  the  committee  on  appropriations  his  opinion  on  legal  ■ 
questions  raised  by  the  segregated  budget,  etc.,  referred  to  committee  , 
on  appropriations  c  48 

rights  of  city  council:  communication  from  Hon.  Nathan  Matthews] 
relative  to  c  182-184-placed  on  file  c  184;  motion  that  communica- ; 
tion  made  in  1893  by  the  then  Mayor  Matthews  on  an  opinion  given 
by  corporation  counsel  Babson  on  same  subject  be  printed,  granted 
c  184-186 

savings  by  segregated  budget:  letter  of  E.  S.  Morse  Company  c  249,  | 
250 

street  construction,  money  for:  see  Public  Works  Department 

street  repairs:  see  Street  Repairs 

supplementary  appropriation  bill:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  a  supplementary  budget,  orders  ($100,000)  and  $400, 
513.35  c  200-207-referred   to  committee  on   appropriations    c  207 
report  with  order  (itemized)  c  233,  234-accepted,  passed  c  234 

supplementary  budget:  call  for  meeting  c  200 

transfers  asked  for:  see,  also,  the  different  departments;  communi- 
cation from  the  mayor  submitting  transfer  orders  from  various  items 
(list  given)  c  228,  229-referred  to  executive  committee  c  229-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  235 

transfers,  park  department:  report,  accepted,  order  passed  with 
exception  of  park  and  recreation  department,  discussed  c  266-268- 
passed  c  268 


Aronsky,  Morris. 

petition,  compensation   to  be  paid  for  damages   by  employees  of  tin 
sanitary  division  c  280 


ART 


(5) 


BALLANTYNE 


Art  Department. 

commissioner:  Alexander  Steinert,  appointed  c  116 

appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  c  119 

civic  flag:  communication  from  the  art  commissioners  recommending 
adoption  and  transmitting  a  design,  referred  to  committee  on  ordi- 
nances c  116 

removal  of  Lincoln  monument:  communication  from  the  art  com- 
mission relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  23 


Ashfield  Street. 

sidewalks:  Arnold  A.  Robert  et  al.,  petition  c  176 

Ashmont. 

streets  needing  repairs:  c  162 

Assessing  Department. 

board:  notice  of  organization,  Edward  D.  Daily,  chairman,  Charles 
E.  Folsom  as  secretary  c  111 

appropriation:  amount  allowed  c  119 

militia  enrollment:  number  liable  to  c  193 

payment  of  taxes  raised  to  meet  appropriations:  order  relative  to 
payment  of  taxes,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  153-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  155 

second  assistant:  notice  of  appointment  of  Patrick  J.  Monahan  et  al. 
c55 


Atlantic  Avenue. 

location:  Union  Freight  Railroad,  granted 
c210 


c   198;  notice  of  hearing 


Atteaux,  Frederick  E. 

appointed  cemetery  trustee  c  154-notice  from  civil  service  commission 
c  154 


Attridge,  John  J.,  Councilor. 

qualified:  c  1 

appointed:  committee  on  appropriations,  executive,  finance,  ordi- 
nances, branch  libraries,  claims,  county  accounts,  fire  hazard,  printing, 
public  lands,  rules  c  5;  chairman  of  finance  committee  c  224;  deter- 
mination of  boundary  lines  c  283 

orders  offered:  bath  house  and  gymnasium,  Ward  5  c  7 
Dover  Street  Bath  House  statistics  c  8 
expense  of  printing  documents  c  8 
widening  Hyde  Park  ave.  c  12 
acceptance  of  act  relative  to  payment  of  mother  of  Ralph  T.  Shea 

c20 
payment  to  mother  of  Ralph  T.  Shea  c  20 
incorporation  of  Parkman  Foundation  c  20 
erection  of  municipal  building,  South  End  c  23 

necessity  of  new  police  stations,  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park  c  23 
quarters  of  Engine  Company,  Salem  st.  c  23 
information  concerning  park  improvements  c  23,  24 
roping  off  Union  Park  st.  c  38 
payment  of  premiums,  court  officers  c  38 
annuity  for  Mrs.  O'Toole  c  38 
cost  of  municipal   building,  West  End  c  39 
playground,  South  End  c  44 
new  playground,  South  End  c  44 
new  police  station,  Hyde  Park  c  44 
site  for  police  station,  Roslindale  c  44 
Municipal  Court  interpreters  c  57 
pension  for  court  officer  Abbott  c  174 
hours  of  labor  public  employees  c  178 
annuity  for  Mrs.  Boggs  c  191 
sidewalk,  East  Concord  st.  c  219 
annuity  for  Mrs.  Carr  c  232 
tree  planting,  Boston  c  232 
improvement,  North  End  Park  c  234 
retirement  of  city  laborers  c  246 
sidewalks,  Tremont  and  Dover  sts.  c  275 
police  station,  Hyde  Park  c  282 
consolidation  of  paving  and  sanitary  yards  c  287 
annuity  for  Mrs.  Earle  c  297,  298 
accommodations,  East  Boston  court  c  298 
new  building,  Consumptives'  Hospital  c  298 
land  for  out-patients  department,  Consumptives'  Hospital  c  298 


Attridge,  John  J.,  Councilor,  continued. 

civic  center,  South  End  c  315 

day  off  for  policemen  c  332 

municipal  building,  South  End  c  334 

municipal  building,  Forest  Hills  c  347 

accommodations,  East  Boston  Court  c  370 

appropriation  for  Social  Law  Library  c  370 

pay  of  matrons,  House  of  Detention  c  378 

cost  of  widening,  Tremont  st.  c  379 

number  of  men  in  public  works  department  c  379 

printing  street  books  c  379,  380 

municipal  building,  West  End  c  388 

remarks:  bath  and  gymnasium,  Ward  5  c  7 

abandonment  easement  of  land,  Cephas  and  Faneuil  sts.  ell 

naming  of  Nims  sq.  c  19,  20 

payment  to  mother  of  Ralph  T.  Shea  c  32 

exchange  of  city  land,  Forest  Hills  Cemetery  c  106 

removal  of  restrictions,  South  st.  and  Arborway  c  107 

appropriation  for  street  repairs  e  150-153 

street  repairs  c  169,  170 

appropriation  for  street  improvements  c  217 

sale  of  police  station,  East  Boston  c  274 

police  station,  Hyde  Park  c  282 

remodeling  fire  house  c  297 

one  day  in  three  for  firemen  c  309,  310 

land,  Wareham  st.  c  311 

day  off  for  policeman  c  332,  333 

municipal  building,  Forest  Hills  c  347 

police  station,  Hyde  Park  c  374 

matrons  at  house  of  detention  c  379 

bath  house,  West  End  c  388 


Auditing  Department, 
appropriation:  amount  allowed  c  119 
quarterly  statement  contingent  expenses:  c  223,  295 

Automobiles. 

order  requesting  all  heads  of  departments  to  furnish  list  of  all  automo- 
biles and  their  cost  of  service,  etc.,  on  form  furnished  c  345,  346- 
passed  c  346;  order  that  mayor  furnish  information  requested,  passed 
c  381;  report  on  communication  from  the  finance  commission  (1915), 
placed  on  file  c  386 

Awarding  of  Contracts.     {See  Contracts.) 


Baggage  Unclaimed.     (See  Unclaimed  Baggage.) 
Balch,  Emily. 

appointed  member  of  city  planning  board  c  116 

Balfe,  Edward. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  181-granted  c  191 


Ballantyne,  Walter,  Councilor. 

appointed:  committee  on  appropriations,  executive,  finance,  ordi- 
nances, branch  libraries,  claims,  fire  hazard,  inspection  of  prisons, 
Parkman  Fund,  public  lands,  soldiers'  relief  c  5 

orders  offered:  rules  for  1916  c  5 
municipal  register,  etc.  c  7 
courthouse  site,  West  Roxbury  c  19 
payment  of  salary  to  widow  of  Charles  E.  Silloway  c  23 
acceptance  of  act  authorizing  payment  of  salary  c  25 
jury  list  c  43 

plans  for  police  stations,  Hyde  Park  c  56 
remodeling  fire  houses  c  107 
remodeling  Engine  House  No.  8  o  107 
removal  of  city  refuse  c  112 
pension  for  James  F.  Merrill  c  116 
payment  of  pension  to  James  F.  Merrill  c  116 
payment  of  taxes  c  153 
salaries  of  Roxbury  Court  officers  c  177 
salary  of  Roxbury  justices  c  178 
payment  to  Mrs.  Silloway  c  220 
money  for  immediate  relief,  state  aid  o  220 
day  off  for  park  employees  c  224 
annuity  for  widow  of  John  T.  Stewart  c  224 
convenience  station,  Roxbury  c  283 
state  election  c  283 


BALLANTYNE 


(6) 


BERKMAN 


Ballantyne,  Walter,  Councilor,  continued. 

remodeling  of  fire  houses  c  297 

loan  for  convenience  station,  Grove  Hall  c  313 

salaries  of  justices,  etc.,  South  Boston  and  Roxbury  Courts  c  342 

sale  of  land,  Shirley  st.  c  342 

change  in  name  of  Heath  sq.  c  345 

notice  of  city  election  c  345 

Washington  st.,  Roslindale  c  370 

resurfacing  Washington  st.,  Roslindale  e  370 

salary  of  justice  Roxbury  Court  c  379 

group  picture  of  council  c  391 

reference  of  unfinished  business  c  391 

remarks:  confirmation  of  appointment  of  John  J.  Sullivan  c  25 
removal  of  city  refuse  c  112 
confirmation  of  constable  c  118 
report  on  budget  c  148 
street  repairs  c  151,  152 
street  repairs  c  151,  152,  164 
opinion  of  Nathan  Matthews  c  170 
wall,  Charles  st.  jail  c  236 
printing  notices  of  polling  places  c  248 
improvement,  Engine  House  No.  19  c  274,  275 
convenience  station,  Grove  Hall  c  283 
East  Boston  Reservoir  c  354 
soldiers'  relief  c  363 


Baltimore,  Abraham  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defective  sidewalk  c  105 

Barrett,  Michael. 

petition  for  retirement  c  372-granted  c  374 

Barrett,  Mrs.  E.  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  15 

Barrett,  Thomas. 

petition  for  retirement  c  9-granted  c  10 

Barry,  Jeremiah  D. 

petition  for  retirement  c  254 

Barry,  John  J. 

appointed  trustee  Consumptives'  Hospital,  approved  c  9 

Bath  House,  Old  Police  Station  6,  South  Boston,  Re= 
modeling  for.     (See  Building  Department.) 

Bath  House,  South  Boston.     (See  Public  Buildings  De- 
partment.) 

Bath  House,  West  End. 

communication  from  residents  and  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting 
April  2,  1916,  relative  to,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  47- 
report,  placed  on  file  c  232;  communication  from  Independent  Order 
Sons  of  Israel  relative  to  bath  house,  discussed  c  382,  383-plaeed  on 
file  c  383;  order  that  the  mayor  submit  an  order  for  a  sum  of  money 
sufficient  to  cover  cost  of  site  and  plans,  passed  c  388 

Bay  State  Dredging  and  Construction  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  scow  by  ferryboat  c  110 

Bay  State  Street   Railway  Company.      {See,  also,  Public 
Service  Commission.) 

double  tracks,  Hyde  Park  av.:  see  Hyde  Park  Avenue 

freight:  petition,  notice  of,  to  use  cars  c  228 

hearing:  notice  from  public  service  commission  of  hearing  c  280 


Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company,  continued. 

locations:  12th,  placed  on  file  c  378 
Oakland  st.  :  location  granted  c  296 
River  st.,  Dorchester:  granted  c  43,  154 
Washington  st.,  West  Roxbury:  granted  c  43 

police:  appointed  c  242 


Beacon  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  57 

Beacon  and  Mountfort  Streets. 

sidewalks:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  48 

Beck,  Dora. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  water  in  cellar  c  372 

Beck,  John,  Real  Estate  Expert. 

communication  relative  to  land,  Forest  Hills  c  27;  purchase  of  land, 
Wallingford  rd.  c  27,28;  relative  to  site  for  Hyde  Park  Station  c  222; 
relative  to  sale  of  old  Station  7  c  222 

sale  of  Police  Station  6:  c  227 
Beckwith,  Samuel  J.,  &  Co. 

petition  to  sell  firearms,  etc.  c  22-granted  c  25 


Beech  Street,  West  Roxbury. 

widening:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  resolve  and 
order  instructing  the  corporation  counsel  to  carry  into  effect  if  neces- 
sary the  matter  of  abolition  of  grade  crossings,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  368-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  370 


Beef,  Weigher  of. 

Leslie  A.   Pike,    appointed    c  210-confirmed   c  225;    James  J.   Canniff, 
appointed  c  24S 


Belfort  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  11 

Belgrade  Avenue. 

extension:  communication  from  the  street  laying-out  department  c  9, 
10-referred  to  committee  on  finance  e  10;  cost  c  208-report,  placed 
on  file  c  232;  communication  from  the  mayor  giving  indenture  with 
Commonwealth  relative  to  taking  strip  of  land  in  West  Roxbury 
Parkway  c  336,  337-referred  to  executive  committee  c  337-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  342 

Bells,  Ringing  of.     (See  Ringing  of  Bells.) 
Belvidere  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  11 

Bemis,  Helen  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  153 

Bencks,  August. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  surface  water  c  54 

Berkman,  A.,  &  Co. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  horse  by  defective  sewer  cover  at 
corner  Cross  and  Endicott  sts.  c  254 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  team  by  a  street  cleaning  cart 
c280 


ERRY 
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Berry,  Walter  J. 

petition,   compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  an  auto  street 
sprinkler  c  301 


Binney,  Henry  D. 

petition,   compensation  for  injuries  received  and  damage   to   clothing 
by  a  city  truck  c  320 


Birch  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction  between  Penfield  and  Corinth  sts., 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  107-order  for  construction,  passed 
c  114 

Bittighofer,  Catherine. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  from  a  defect  c  295 

Bitulithic  Pavement.     (See  Street  Paving.) 

Bituminous  Macadam. 

137,000  square  yards  c  330 

Blake  House.     (See  Park  and  Recreation  Department.) 
Bleiler,  John. 

petition,  compensation  for  a  refund  of  water  taxes  on  estates  c  115 

Blotner,  Celia. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  a  defective  fence  c  249 

Blotner,  Mrs.  S. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  projecting  wire  c  210 

Blue  Hill  Avenue. 

sidewalks:  William  F.  Mead  et  al.,  petition,  orders  for  construction, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  11;  order  for  construction,  between 
Stratton  and  Morton  sts.,  passed  c  260;  schedule  of  cost  c  246 

Board  of  Appeal. 

appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  c  119 
Board  of  Examiners. 

appropriation:  amount  allowed,  1916-17  c  119 

Bogan,  John  P. 

petition  for  retirement  c  301-granted  c  312 

Boggs,  Thomas  F.,  Late  Fireman. 

order  to  pay  annuity  to  widow,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  191- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  229 

Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery,  Inspectors. 

Thomas  F.  Kelley,  confirmed  c  208;  W.  M.  Lowe,  appointed  c  157- 
confirmed  c  178;  George  F.  Murphy,  appointed  c  253-confirmed  c  274 

Bolster,  Wilfred,  Chief  Justice. 

communication  relative  to  medical  service  c  193 

Bornstein  Real  Estate  Trust. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sewage  c  2S0 

Boston  Development  and  Sanitary  Company. 

notice  of  hearing  on  construction  of  railroad  tracks,  East  Boston  c  296 


Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company. 

cars,  Washington  st:  communication  from  the  president  relative  to, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  345-report,  accepted,  placed  on 
file  c  347 

changes,  Forest  Hills:  notice  from  public  service  commission  of 
hearings  c  265 

city  tax,  protest  against:  resolution  and  order  protesting  against 
imposition  of  added  tax  rate  for  benefit  of  private  corporations,  etc., 
passed  c  370 

locations: 

Egleston  sq.:  notice  of  .hearing  on  location  of  post  c  55 

railway  police:  George  W.  Murphy  et  al.,  appointed  c  55;  notice  that 
P.  J.  Connors  was  no  longer  employed  c  111;  William  J.  Donelan, 
appointed  c  372;  notice  of  retirement  of  H.  R.  Creed  et  al.  c  362; 
Andrew  P.  Brown  et  al.,  appointed  c  232 

relief  of  car  congestion,  Washington  St.:  communication  from  the 
street  commissioners,  placed  on  file  c  321 


surface  trains  for  transportation  of  baggage: 

e  273 


notice  of  hearing 


temporary  discontinuance  of  cars,  Washington  st.:  communica- 
tion from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  discontinuing  use  of  cars  on 
Washington  st. ,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  314-report,  accepted, 
order  amended,  passed  c  334 

transportation  of  freight:  notice  of  hearing  c  228 

transportation  of  molasses:  notice  from  public  service  commission 
that  said  company  be  given  permission  to  transport  molasses  over  a 
section  of  tracks  in  Boston  and  Cambridge,  placed  on  file  c  111 

Boston  Infirmary  Department. 

coal  pockets,  Long  Island:  communication  from  the  mayor  and 
trustees,  also  finance  commission,  transmitting  order  for  transfer  of 
S500  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  278- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  e  286 

fuel:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication 
from,  relative  to  c  292,  293;  order  for  transfer,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  293-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  299 

transfer  of  appropriation:  c  231 


Boston  Juvenile  Court. 

additional  appropriation:  c  221 


Boston  Lying=In  Hospital. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  refunded  amount  paid  for  refuse  tickets 
c227 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad. 

railroad  police:  appointed  c  111;  notice  of  resignation  of  W.S.Thomas 
c  111;  notice  of  appointment  of  John  T.  McGovern  c  176;  notice 
that  certain  men  are  no  longer  employed  by  them,  placed  on  file 
c  296;  notice  of  appointment  c  160 


Boston  Terminal  Company. 

unclaimed  baggage:  petition  to  sell  c  153;  report  with  order,  accepted, 
passed  c  200 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad. 

alteration  of  crossing:  see  Franklin  st.,  Brighton 
bridge  over  Brookline  ave:  see  Brookline  ave. 

Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  Company. 

railroad  police:  William  Barber  et  al.,  appointed  c  43 

unclaimed  baggage:  petition  to  sell  c  9;  report,  with  order  to  sell, 
accepted,  passed  c  3S;  petition- for  sale  c  111;  report,  with  order  for 
sale,  passed  c  219-petition  c  340-granted  c  304 

Bouchard,  William  Q. 

petition,  compensation  (or  damage  to  automobile  by  a  defect  c  295 

Boundary  Lines  and  Marks. 

order  for  determination,  passed,  committee  appointed  e  283 


BOURNE 
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Bourne,  Walk  Hill  and  Dracut  Streets. 

sidewalk:  schedule  of  cost  with  orders  to  assess  and  collect,  passed 
c297 


Boyce,  Marion  J.,etal. 

petition  for  release  of  restrictions,  land,  Harrison  ave.  c  242;  report  of 
executive  committee,  accepted,  given  first  reading  and  passage  c  266- 
taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  284 


Bradford,  Ellen  J. 

petition,    compensation    for   injuries  received    while  entering  City  Hall 
elevator  c  320 


Brady,  A.  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  caused  by  water  being 
turned  off  and  on  c  193 


Brag,  Dora. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  fall  c  280 

Branch  Libraries.     (See,  also,  Library  Department.) 
committee:  appointed  c  5 

Brandt,  John. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  because  of  defect  c  249 

Brash,  Duncan. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  a  defect  c  105 

Breen,  P. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  wagon  by  a  team  of  the  public 
works  department  c  47 

Brennan,  Chester  L. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  leak  in  water  pipe  c  110 

Brennan,  Francis  J. 

appointed  member  of  board  of   street   commissioners  c  362-approved 
c  378 

Bresnahan  &  Cauley. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sewage  c  249 

Bretschneider,  Ernest. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  employees  of  the  sanitary  divi- 
sion c  295 

Brett,  John  A. 

notice  of  resignation  as  library  trustee  c  154 

Bridgman,  Lewis  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  a  street  oiling  team 
c382 

Brier,  Frank  L. 

appointed  infirmary  trustee  c  242;  information  requested  by  civil  service 
commission  c  242;  notice  of  approval  c  264 

Brigham,  C,  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  a  city  team  c  105 


Brighton. 

fire  limit  extension:  Faneuil  Improvement  Association,  preambles 
and  resolution  relative  to,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  30-report, 
accepted,  referred  to  fire  hazard  committee  c  31 

playgrounds:  see  Playgrounds,  Brighton 

street  repairs:  e  161 


Brighton  Avenue,  Brighton, 
bituminous  macadam:  cost  c  196 

Brine,  P.  Fred. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  at  Hotel  Buckminster  by  overflow 
of  sewer  c  22 

Brinson,  Kathinka. 

petition  to  be  refunded  portion  of  fee  for  victuallers'  license  for  premises, 
Broadway  c  273-refused  c  286 


Broadway  Bridge. 

alteration:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communi- 
cation from  the  law  department,  relative  to,  with  order  that  corpora- 
tion counsel  apply  to  the  public  service  commission  for  its  decision 
upon  necessity  of  such  alterations,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  361-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  365 


Brobson,  Patrick. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  181-granted  e  191 


Brodbine,  Constantine. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  a  projecting  wire  from 
a  fence  c  105 


Brookline   Avenue  Bridge. 

changes:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  preambles, 
order  providing  for,  referred  to  executive  committee  e  47-report, 
accepted,  passed  c  48;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  commissioner  of  public  works  recommend- 
ing construction  of  bridge;  order  for  appropriation  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  by  loan,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  e  367-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  374-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and 
passage  c  383 


Brooks  Street,  Ward  25. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction   (petition  referred  last  year),  passed 
c  107 


Brown  Avenue. 

sidewalks:  report  on  remonstrance,  John  V.  Dakin,  placed  on  file  i 
e  32;  report  on  petition  of  Annie  S.  Snow  et  al.,  with  order  for  con-  ' 
struction,  accepted,  passed  c  32 


Brown,  Martha  C. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  clothing  by  street  mud  c  254 

Bryant  Street. 

changing  name  to  Forsyth  St.:  c  378 

location:  see  United  Drug  Company 

Budget  for  Financial  Year  1916-17.     (See  Appropriation.) 

examination  of,  by  city  council:  order  that  finance  commission 
advise  city  council  as  to  way  of  examining  budget  thoroughly,  without 
giving  three  months'  time  as  has  been  case  this  year,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  190-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  191 

topics  in  mayor's  address  e  3 

transfers:  see  Appropriation 


BUDGET 
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CENTRAL 


Budget,    Right  of   City   Council   to  Amend,   by   Hon. 
Nathan  Matthews. 

ol83 

Budget,     Supplementary     Appropriation.     (See  Appro- 
priation Bill.) 

Building  Department. 

board  of  examiners:  organization  c  160 

height  of  buildings:  report  of  commissioner  on  (C.  D.  114)  c  320 

transfer  of  pension  appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor 
and  building  commissioner  with  order  for  transfer  of  $210  to  office 
expenses,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  264 

Building  Limits. 

report,  no  further  action  necessary  on  order  to  amend,  accepted  c  386 

Building  Operations. 

topics  in  mayor's  address  c  2 

Bullerwell,  Clarence  D. 

petition,  compensation  for  refund  of  amount  paid  for  sidewalk  privilege 
c  264 

Burke,  Margaret  C. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  43 

Burnham  Antique  Store. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  bursting  of  water  main  c  43 

Burns,  Anna  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  injury  received  from  a  fall  c  389 

Butler,  Merrill  P. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  by  defect  on  Commonwealth 
ave.,  at  Hotel  Kenmore  c  254 


C  Street. 

tracks:  Summer  Street  Extension  Trust  c  154 

Cabot,  Frederick  P.,  Justice  of  Boston  Juvenile  Court. 

communication  from,  relative  to  confirmation  of  probation  officer  c  30 

Cabot,  Tremont  and  Hammond  Streets. 

naming  square:  order  that  commissioner  of  public  works  cause  said 
location  to  be  properly  designated  by  signs  c  382-referred  to  com- 
mittee on  public  lands  c  386 

Callender  Street. 

sidewalks:  schedule  of  cost  with  orders  to  assess  and  collect,  passed 
c  321 

Cambridge  Street,  Brighton, 
macadam  or  asphalt:  cost  c  196 

Cambridge,  North  Russell,  South  Russell  Streets. 

square:  John  I.  Fitzgerald  et  al.,  petition  to  name  Nims  sq.  c  9-report, 
no  further  action  necessary  c  19,  20-order  for  naming  square,  passed 
c  20 


Campbell,  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  fall  c  232 

Canal  Street. 

repaving:  communication  from  Canal  street  business  men  asking  that 
street  be  repaved  c  160 

Cancellation  of  Cochituate  Water  Debt.     (See  Sinking 
Funds.) 

Canty,  Dennis. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  sewage  c  153 

Carlstein,  Ingeborg. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  due  to  a  defective  crosswalk  c  320 

Carolina  Avenue  Playground.     (-See  Playground,  Carolina 
Avenue.) 

Carr,  Patrick  J. 

order  to  pay  annuity  to  widow,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  232- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  234 

Carr,  Patrick  J.,  Late  Police  Officer. 

order  for  payment  of  an  annuity  to  widow,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  232-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  234 

Carroll,  John. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  181-granted  c  191 

Carroll,  Owen. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  37 

Casey,  Catherine. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  fall  c  227 

Cassell,  Arthur  B. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  employees  of  the  sanitary 
service  c  382 

Cassidy,  John  J. 

appointed  sinking  funds  commissioner  c  116 

Caughey,  Michael. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 

Cemetery  Department. 

appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  c  119;  order  that  auditor- 
be  authorized  to  make  transfers  (given),  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  270:  sec,  also,  Appropriations  c  231 

trustee:  notice  of  organization  c  111;  Frederick  E.  Atteaux,  appointed 
c  154-notice  from  civil  service  commission  c  154 

land  occupied  by  Park  Department:  see  Park  Department 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  trustees  relative  to  right  of  way,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  361-report,  accepted,  read  nine  and  passed 
c  365-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  374 

Central  Construction  Company  Contracts. 

c  322,  323,  325 


CENTRAL 
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Central    Library.     (See  Library  Department.) 


Cephas  Street, 
easement  in  land,  abandonment  of:  see  Public  Lands 

Chamber  of  Commerce. 

petition  for  extension  of  building  limits  c  372 


Charles  Logue  Building  Company. 

petition  to  be  refunded  portion  of  amount  paid  for  building  permit  c  43 

Charles  River  Basin. 

sewerage  works:  communication  from  the  mayor  and  commissioner 
of  public  works  transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $400,000  for  construction 
of,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  28 

Charles  Street  Jail.     (See  County  of  Suffolk.) 
Charlestown. 

streets  needing  repairs  c  161 

Chelsea  Bridge  South. 

surveys,  borings,  etc.:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  commis- 
sioner of  public  works,  also  division  engineer,  relative  to  condition  of 
bridge  c  53,  54;  order  that  the  unexpended  balance  from  Chelsea 
Bridge  North,  amounting  to  $16,867.64,  be  transferred  to  bridge  south, 
and  that  this  amount  and  amount  now  available  be  appropriated  for 
making  of,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  54— report,  accepted, 
given  first  reading  and  passage  c  57-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and 
passage  c  122 

Chelsea  Police  Court.     (See  County  of  Suffolk.) 
Chelsea  Street,  Charlestown. 

widening:  cost  c  208 
Cheney,  Stephen  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sewage  c  280 

Chertok,  Ray. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect  c  210 

Children's  Institutions  Department. 

trustees:  notice  of  organization  c  154 
appropriations:  transfer,  see  Appropriations 

Chipman,  Carlene  N.,  et  al. 

petition,  compensation  for  rebate  of  portion  of  water  tax  on  estates  c  340 

City  Clerk  Department. 

appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  c  119 

loan  order:  communication  stating  that  loan  order  for  Strandway  and 
Old  Harbor  went  into  effect  July  8,1916  c  223 

City  Council. 

appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  c  119 

boundary  lines:  order  of  determination,  passed,  committee  appointed 
c283 

city  documents,  appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  c  119 

closing  proceedings:  resolution  extending  thanks  to  Henry  E.  Hagan 
as  presiding  officer  c  393,  395;  address  of  President  Hagan  c  395- 
adjourned  sine  die  c  395 

contingent  expenses:  quarterly  statement  (Doc.  54)  placed  on  file 
c  55;  Doc.  102,  quarterly  report  c  295 


City  Council,  continued. 

death  of  John  A.  Coulthurst:  resolutions  c  209 

documents:  order  that  printing  be  charged  to  appropriation  for  city 
documents,  passed  c  8 

examination  of  budget:  order  that  finance  commission  advise  city 
council  as  to  some  way  of  examining  budget  in  years  to  come 
without  giving  three  months  of  time,  as  has  been  done  this  year, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  190-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  191 

group  picture:  order  to  obtain  and  furnish  copy  to  each  member  and 
officer,  passed  c  391 

inauguration  exercises:  c  1;  mayor's  address  c  1-4 

meeting:  orderfor  nextc59;  motion  for  next  meeting,  discussed  c  198, 
199;  adjourned  to  meet  Julv  6  c  199;  motion  that  next  meeting  be 
held  August  28,  carried  c  235;  call  for  special  c  248,  262,  276,  288, 
314,  356;  motion  to  adjourn  to  October  31,  discussed  c  283,  284- 
carried  c  284;  regular  meeting  c  237;  Walter  Ballantyne  elected 
president  pro  tern,  c  237;  remarks  of  Mayor  Curley  on  necessity  of 
meeting  c  237;  meeting  August  28  c  235 

member:  Geoffrey  B.  Lehy,  elected  c  277 

participation  in  preparedness  parade:  remarks  by  Mr.  McDonald, 
and  motion  that  members  join  parade,  carried  c  155 


president:  order  to  proceed  to  election,  passed  c  4; 
elected  c  4 


Henry  E.  Hagan 

question  of  privilege:  Coleman  c  260;  McDonald  c  352,  353 

rightr:  communication  from  Hon.  Nathan  Matthews  relative  to  c  182- 
184— placed  on  file  c  184;  request  that  a  communication  made  in  1893 
by  the  then  Mayor  Matthews  and  an  opinion  given  by  corporation 
counsel  on  same  subject  be  printed,  granted  c  184-186 

rules:  order  that  rules  of  1915  be  adopted  as  rules  for  year  1916,  passed 
c  5;  committee  appointed  c  5;  order  that  special  committee  be  ap- 
pointed, passed  c  6 

special  committees:  c  5 

special  meeting:  c  149,  156,  172,  179,  262 

standing  committees:  c  5 

unfinished  business:  order  that  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  nature 
referred  from  1915  be  referred  to  appropriate  committees  of  1916, 
passed  c  5;  order  to  refer  to  council  oi  1917,  passed  c  391 

City  Council  Proceedings, 
appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  c  119 

City  and  County  Funded  Debt. 

c3 


City  Election. 

notice  of  c  345 

City  Employees. 

laborers:  see.  City  Laborers 

leave  of  absence  to  attend  military  encampments:  communication 
from  the  mayor  transmitting  ordinance  relative  to,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances  c  41— report,  accepted,  order  rejected  c  58 

leave  of  absence  for  military  duties:  order  relative  to,  passed  c  58 

payment  before  Christmas:  order  to  allow  payment  of  salaries, 
passed  c  343 

payment  by  check:  order  that  the  city  treasurer  be  requested  to 
report  as  to  action  taken  relative  to  recommendation  of  finance  com- 
mission relative  to,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  112-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  113;  communication  from  the  Addressograph 
Company  relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  116;  communication  from  the 
city  treasurer  relative  to,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  175-report, 
recommending  reference  to  finance  commission,  accepted  c  192; 
communication  from  the  finance  commission,  placed  on  file  c  296, 
297;  order  that  the  city  treasurer  try  experiment  of  paying  one 
hundred  men  and  report  results,  etc.,  passed  c  342 

salary  for  employees  on  military  duty:  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  order  to  allow  salary,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  181-report,  with  order  in  new  draft  c  191 

City  Flag. 

report  on  ordinance  with  amendments,  ordinance  adopted  c  388 


CITY 


(ID 


CLAIMS 


City  Income.     (See  Ordinances.) 


City  Laborers. 

increase  of  pay:  order  that  the  mayor  submit  an  appropriation  in  the 
budget  for  the  coming  fiscal  year  of  a  sum  sufficient  for  increase  of 
pay,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  391-report,  accepted  c  391, 
392-passed  c  392 

vacation:  report,  no  further  action  necessary  (1915),  accepted  c  386 


City  Messenger's  Department. 

appropriation,  ringing  of  bells:  see  Ringing  of  Bells 

assistant  city  messenger:  order  to  allow  and  pay  widow  of  Charles  E. 
SiUoway  the  sum  to  which  he  would  have  been  entitled  had  he  lived 
and  served  until  April  1,  1916,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  220- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  220 

election  returns:  order  for  arrangements  for  making,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  265-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  266 

office  boy:  unfinished  business  from  last  year  relative  to,  taken  up, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  10-report,  no  further  action  neces- 
sary c  386 

roping  off  streets,  appropriation:  order  that  any  expense  incurred 
for  roping  off-  streets  on  occasion  of  return  of  Massachusatts  troops 
from  the  Mexican  border  be  charged  to  flags,  ropes,  and  stakes, 
passed  c  315 

roping  off  streets:  order  to  rope  off  for  Marathon  race,  passed  c  56; 
order  to  rope  off  streets  and  display  flags,  etc.,  May  27,  1916,  passed 
c  155 

roping  off  for  drill  exercises:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  174-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  174 


City  Planning  Board. 

special  legislative  acts,  1916: 

Section  53.  The  mayor  shall  appoint  a  city  planning  board  to 
consist  of  seven  members,  of  which  the  mayor  and  the  president 
of  the  council  shall  be  members  ex  offlciis.  The  members  of  said 
board  shall  be  appointed  for  the  term  and  in  the  manner  provided 
by  statute.  They  shall  serve  without  compensation,  and  their 
duties  shall  be  to  consult  and  advise  with  the  various  departments. 
The  city  planning  board  shall  have  authority  to  investigate  any 
subject  which  a  majority  of  the  board  shall  decide  upon.  In 
respect  to  such  matters  they  shall  have  full  powers  of  investigation, 
and  shall  have,  upon  request,  the  assistance  of  all  city  officials. 
The  board  may  report  to  the  city  council  or  the  mayor,  and  its 
reports  shall  be  given  consideration  by  the  body  or  official  to  whom 
they  are  directed 

appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  c  119;  ordinance  relative  to, 
referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  219-report,  discussed,  assigned 
c  224-taken  up,  passed  c  230 ;  communication  from  the  mayor  with 
order  for  transfer  of  $260,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  240, 
241;  report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  266 

civic  center,  South  End:  order  that  the  finance  commission  and  city 
planning  board  Be  requested  to  furnish  a  detailed  statement  and 
recommendation  on  the  relation  of  said  center  to  general  plan  for 
development  in  downtown  district,  passed  c  315 

members:  Emily  Balch,  appointed  c  116 

organization:  Ralph  A.  Cram,  chairman;  Elisabeth  M.  Herlihy,  secre- 
tary c  111 

public  park,  North  End:  see  North  End,  Public  Park,  Morton  Street 
District 

tree  planting:  order  requesting  said  board  to  prepare  and  submit  a 
report  as  to  practical  method  of  planting  trees,  passed  c  232 

City  Proper  and  Back  Bay. 
streets  needing  repairs:  c  102 


City  Refuse,  Removal  of.     (See  Ordinances.) 

City  Tax   for   Boston   Elevated.     (See  Boston    Elevated 
Street  Railway  Company.) 

Civic  Center,  South  End.     (See  City  Planning  Board.) 

Civic  Flag.     (See  Art  Department.) 


Civil  Service  Commission. 

expense:  communication  from  the  mayor  with  order  for  transfer  of 
8116.40  from  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  349- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  354 


Claims. 

committee:  appointed  c  5 

claims:  reports  on  all  claims  acted  upon  during  municipal  year  1916, 
ordered  printed  c  389 

petitions:  referred  May  31,  c  159,  160;  August  c  232,  242;  referred 
December  27  c  361;  January  8  c  368,  383;  January  22  c  377 

reports  on  petitions  referred  1916:  c  384,  385-accepted,  given  leave 
to  withdraw  c  385;  on  claims  referred  during  year  c  388-391— given 
leave  to  withdraw  c  391 

claims: 

Abbott,  H.  P.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by 

fire  department  apparatus  c  37 
Abbott,  William  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  bv 

fall  c  280 
Adams,  Fbancis  W. :  petition  that  the  city  repair  brick  wall  damaged 

by  a  city  team  c  110 
Adjigian,  H.  H.:  petition  to  be  paid  for  articles  of  clothing  taken 

from  bath  house  c  9 
Allston,  Laura  F.:  petition  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for  damages 

sustained  by  a  defect  in  street  c  110 
Altshuler,  Louis  I. :  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 

torn  on  barrel  c  320 
Ambbosia,  Frank  D.:  petition,  compensation  for  a  window  broken 

by  a  wagon  of  the  public  works  department  c  54 
Aronsky,   Morris:    petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  damages 

by  employees  of  the  sanitary  division  c  280 
Baltimore,  Abraham  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused 

by  a  defective  sidewalk  c  105 
Barrett,  Mrs.  E.  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c  15 
Bay  State  Dredging  and  Construction  Company:  petition,  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  scow  by  ferryboat  c  110 
Beck,  Dora:    petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  water  in  cellar 

c372 
Bemis,  Helen  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  153 
Bencks,    August:  petition,  compensation    for    damages    by  surface 

water  c  54 
Berkman,  A.,  &  Co.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  horse  by 

defective   sewer    cover    at   corner    Cross  and  Endicott  sts.,  c  254; 

petition,   compensation  for  damage   to  team  bv  a  street  cleaning 

cart,  c  280 
Berry,  Walter  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile 

by  an  auto  street  sprinkler  c  301 
Binney,  Henry  D.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  and 

damage  to  clothing  by  a  city  truck  c  320 
Bittighofer,  Catherine:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received 

from  a  defect  c  295 
Bleiler,  John:  petition,  compensation  for  a  refund  of  water  taxes 

on  estates  c  115 
Blotner,  Celia:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  a  defective 

fence  c  249 
Blotner,  Mrs.   S. :  petition,   compensation  for  damage    to  clothing 

by  a  projecting  wire  c  210 
Bornstein  Real  Estate  Trust:  petition,  compensation  for  damage 

by  sewage  c  280 
Boston  Lying-In  Hospital:  petition,  compensation    to  be  refunded 

amount  paid  for  refuse  tickets  c  227 
Bouchard,    William    C:  petition,    compensation    for     damage     to 

automobile  by  a  defect  c  295 
Bowditch,  Annabelle:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c  15 
Bradford,   Ellen   J.:  petition,    compensation   for    injuries    received 

while  entering  City  Hall  elevator  c  320 
Brady,  A.  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  caused 

by  water  being  turned  off  and  on  c  193 
Brag,    Dora:  petition,    compensation   for   injuries    received    bv    fall 

c280 
Brandt,  John:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received   becau 

of  defect  c  249 
Brash,  Duncan:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile 

by  a  defect  o  105 
Breen,  P.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  wagon  by  a  team 

of  the  public  works  department  c  47 
Brennan,  Chester  L.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  Irak 
in  water  pipe  c  110 


CLAIMS 


(12) 


CLAIMS 


Claims,  continued. 

Bresnahan  &  Cauley:  petition,     compensation     for     damage     by 

sewage  c  249 
Bretschneider,    Ernest:  petition,    compensation    for   damages    by 

employees  of  the  sanitary  division  c  295 

Bridgman,  Leu  is  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 
by  a  street  oiling  team  c  382 

Brigham,  C,  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto- 
mobile by  a  city  team  c  105 

Brine,  P.  Fred.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  at  Hotel 
Buckminster  by  overflow  of  sewer  c  22 

Brodbine,  Constantine:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  by  a  projecting  wire  from  a  fence  c  105 

Brown,  Martha  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  clothing 
by  street  mud  c  254 

Bullerwell,  Clarence  D.:  petition,  compensation  for  refund  of 
amount  paid  for  sidewalk  privilege  c  264 

Burke,  Margaret  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
c43 

Burnham  Antique  Store:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by 
bursting  of  water  main  c  43 

Burns,  Anna  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  injury  received  from  a 
fall  c  389 

Butler,  Merrill  P.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  by 
defect  on  Commonwealth  ave.  at  Hotel  Kenmore  c  254 

Campbell,  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  fall 
c232 

Canty,  Dennis:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  sewerage 
c  153 

Carlstein,  Ingeborg:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  due  to  a 
defective  crosswalk  c  320 

Carroll,  Owen:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  37 

Casey,  Catherine:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by 
fall  c  227 

Cassele,  Arthur  B.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  em- 
ployees of  the  sanitary  service  c  382 

Caughey,  Michael:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 

Charles  Logue  Building  Company:  petition  to  be  refunded  por- 
tion of  amount  paid  for  building  permit  c  43 

Cheney,  Stephen  F.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sewage 
e280 

Chertok,  Ray:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a 
defect  c  210 

Chipman,  Carlene  N.,  et  al.:  petition,  compensation  for  rebate  of 
portion  of  water  tax  on  estates  c  340 

Clapp,  Joseph  L.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by 
snow  slide  c  37 

Coakley,  Michael  D.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
c7 

Cohen,  Herman:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sewage  c  110 

Cohen,  Louis:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  7 

Collins,  Dennis  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 
caused  by  screw  on  drinking  fountain  c  389 

Collins,  John  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  the  burst- 
ing of  a  hose  on  city  watering  cart  and  hydrant  c  301 

Collupy,  E.  H.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  on  ferry- 
boat c  249 

Commercial  Fruit  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  damages 
by  sewer  work  c  295 

Commercial  Towing  Company:  petition,  compensation  to  be  paid 
on  account  of  detention  of  tugs  c  295 

Conant,  Chester:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  43 

Conners,  Thomas:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  110 

Consolo,  Fillippo:  petition,  compensation  for  money  stolen  from 
locker  e  232 

Converse,  Evelyn  L.:  petition  to  be  reimbursed  for  expense  in- 
curred by  backing  up  of  sewage  c  54 

Cooke,  Mrs.  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  overflow  of 
sewer  c  54 

Corbett,  Margaret  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries c  43 

Corliss,  James  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  fence  by 
city  employee  c  272 

Corsano,  James:  petition  to  be  refunded  fee  for  building  which  can- 
not be  erected  c  22 

Cotter,  W.  P.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  break  of 
sewer  o  37 

Covina,  Lucia:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a 
defect  c  105 

Coyne,  M.,  Jr.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  43 

Cronin,  John  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  a 
defect  c  295 


Claims,  continued. 

Cronin,  Richard:  petition,  compensation  for  injury  to  horse  caused 
by  alleged  defect  c  295 

Cronon,  P.  J.:  petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  the  care  of  a 
horse  of  Philip  DeRosa,  which  was  shot  by  a  police  officer  c  295 

Crowley,  John  P.:  petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  expense 
incurred  on  account  of  injuries  received  while  assisting  a  police 
officer  to  make  arrest  c  105 

Cullman,   Gerda  O.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  city 

spraying  trees  c  37 
Curran,  K.  M.,  Ex.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  change 

of  grade  c  295 

Cushing,  Mrs.  George  W.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries c  37 

Cushman,  Annie  M.  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  illness  caused  by 
being  drenched  by  a  watering  eart  c  272 

Cutler,  Sarah:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 
Daley,  James  K.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  37 
Daloz,   L.    H.,  Company:  petition,   compensation   for   damages   on 

account  of  foul  water  supply  c  320 
Dana,  Gertrude:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  fall 

c320 
Dana,  Myer:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  break  in  main 

sewer  c  37 
Davis,  Anna  L. :  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  fall- 
ing over  catch-basin  cover  c  295;  petition,  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  a  defect  c  272 
Day,    Clifton    S. :  petition,    compensation    for    damage    to    motor 

truck  by  snow  and  ice  falling  from  building  c  254 
Dean,    May   L. :  petition,    compensation   for   damages    by    blasting 

c  264 
DeBock,  J.,  Estate:  petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  expense 

incurred  on  account  of  stoppage  in  main  sewer  c  372 
DeCamillio,  Ernesto:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received 

c372 
Denning,  John  F.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  change  of 

grade  c  7 
DeRosa,   Philip:  petition,   compensation   for  horse   shot  by   police 

c254 
De   Sisto,   Raffaele:  petition,   compensation  for  injuries  received 

while  working  for  city  c  320 
De  Vito,  John  A.:   petition  for  refund  of  portion  of  fee  paid  for 

occupation  of  street  c  110 
DiBasi,    Felippo:  petition,    compensation   for   injury    to    horse   by 

water  wagon  c  254 
Dickerman,    Harris   N.:  petition,   compensation   for   damages   by 

overflow  of  hydrant  c  54 
Doherty,  Mrs.  W.  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c43 
Donovan,  Ethel  C:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  7 
Dooley,   John:  petition,   compensation  for  damages   to   boat   by  a 

boat  of  the  city  of  Boston  c  227 
Dopkeen,  D.  N. :  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  awning  by 

a  watering  cart  c  272 
Douse,   George   N.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  boiler 

c  193 
Downey,  Charles:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  a  defec- 
tive sewer  c  54 
Doyle,  Mary:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  because 

of  defect  c  249 
Driver,  Arthur  H. :  petition,  compensation  for  a  hearing  on  claim 

on  account  of  injuries  c  301 
Drobeis  and  Green:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  over- 
flow of  hydrant  c  54 
Duffy,  Elizabeth  M.:  petition,   compensation  for  damages  by  the 

bursting  of  a  water  pipe  c  280 
Duncanson,  William:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c  110 
Dunn,  James:  petition,  compensation  to  be  repaid  amount  paid  to 

the  city  for  taxes  c  295 
Dustoline  for  Roads  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  damage 

to  auto  by  police  patrol  auto  c  272 
Dyer,  Martha  H.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  oy  stoppage 

of  drain  c  210 
Eilertsen,  Gertrude:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  cloth- 
ing by  watering  cart  c  264 
Elms,  Charlotte  L.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  9 
Engle,  Mrs.  Fannie:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  son  by 

ash  team  c  254 
Ernst,  Frank  F.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  a  broken 

water  pipe  c  227 
Fanning,  W.  H.:  petition  for  rebate   of  portion  of  water  tax  c  153 
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Claims,  continued. 

Farley,  E.  J.:  petition,  to  be  paid  for  labor  on  water  service  c  43 

Farrell,  J.  Walter:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  auto- 
mobile c  110 

Farrell,  Katherine  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  a 
defective  sewer  c  54 

Finkelstein,  Samuel:  petition,  compensation  for  a  hearing  on  his 
claim  on  account  of  injuries  c  105 

Finkovitch,  M.  (Inc.):  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by 
bursting  of  a  sewer    or  water  pipe  c  7 

Fisher,  Louis:  petition  to  be  refunded  the  amount  of  fee  paid  for 
a  permit  for  building  which  cannot  be  used  under  new  law  c  7 

FitzGerald,  Edward  V.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  by  collision  with  city  automobile  c  295 

Fitzgerald,  Ernest:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by 

fire  department  apparatus  c  301 
Flanigan,  Ray  C:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  hat  caused 

by  a  decoration  blown  from  a  pole  c  227 
Foley,    Margaret:  petition,    compensation   for   injuries    caused    bv 

fall  c  227 
Ford,  Daniel  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  property  by 

park  and  recreation  department  employees  c  37 

Foster,    Adams    &    Gibbs    Company:    petition,    compensation     for 

damage  to  goods  by  watering  cart  c  280 
Fotch,  Mrs.  A.  B.:  petition,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for  a  fall  on 

sidewalk  c  54 
French,  Annie  E.  and  Agnes  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  dam- 
ages by  surface  water  c  54 
Frost,  Elizabeth:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property 

c  105 
Gainey,    Margaret:  petition,    compensation    for    damages,    Gains- 
borough st.,  by  defective  sewer  c  22 
Gardner,  Mrs.  George  H.:  petition,  compensation  for  boiler  burst 

because  of  the  bursting  of  water  main  caused  by  blasting  c  254 
Garnett,  Edward:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  110 
Gaudio,   Annie   Del:    petition,   compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c  110 
Gerrior,  Simon  J.:    petition  for  refund  of  fee  for  building  permit 

c47 
Gilbert,  Rose:  petition,  compensation  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim 

for  injuries  caused  by  a  fall  c  272 
Ginty,  Edward  F. :  petition,   compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 

by  street  traffic  sign  pole  c  254 
Goddard,  Laura  P.:  petition,    compensation    for   expense    incurred 

on  account  of  change  of  grade  c  320 
Goffin,  Frances  B.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 

by  fence  c  249 
Goldman,  Bella:  petition,    compensation  to   be   paid   for   a   boiler 

which  burst  because  of  the  shutting  off  of  water  c  249 
Gourley,  John  W.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  15 
Gramzow,  W.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  c  54 
Gray,  Ellen  W.:  petition,    compensation   for   damage   to   auto   by 

city   team   c   254 

Gray,    Jasper:  petition,    compensation    for    injuries   received    and 

damage  to  clothing  c  54 
Gregori,  Antonio:  petition,  to  be  paid  for  a  window  broken  and 

goods  damaged  by  truck  of  park  and  recreation  department  c  47 
Grover,  Mrs.  Emma  C.:  petition,    compensation    for    damage    to 

clothing  because  of  a  defect  c  295 
Hall,  A.  O.:  petition,   compensation  for  damages  by  water  supply 

pipe  c  344 

Hamilton,  Frank  J.:    petition,  compensation  for    injuries  received 

c382 
Hamilton,  Harold  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received 

because  of  a  defective  sidewalk  c  210 
H annon,  Catherine  J. :  petition,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  on  account 

of  injuries  received  c  110 
Hardy,  John  D. :  petition,   compensation  for  damages  by   overflow 

of  sewage  c  264 
Harrington,   Agnes:  petition,   compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c37 
Hayes,   Katie:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  blasting  c  301 

Healey,  Maurice  M.,  et  al.\  petition,  compensation  for  loss  sustained 

by  bursting  of  water  pipe  c  54 
Hebard,   Harry   M.:    petition,   compensation  for   personal  injuries 

c54 
Herculson,  Arthur:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  wagon 

and  loss  of  horse  because  of  projecting  limb  of  a  tree  c  25i 
Hession,  John  H.:  petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  a  garbage 

can  broken  by  city  employees  c  301 
Hickey,  Ellen  L.:  petition,   compensation   for  damage    by   sewage 

c227 
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Higgins,  Lottie   M.:  petition,   compensation  for  damages  by   the 
stopping  up  of  main  sewer  c  15 

Hilbrienner,   Mrs.  Delia:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by 
sewage  e  210 

Hill,  Nathaniel  G.:  petition,    compensation   for   damages   by    fire 

apparatus  c  210 
Hillson,  Mary:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  from  a  fall  c  320 

Hix,   Joseph:  petition,   compensation   for   damages   by   bursting   of 
water  main  c  37 

Holm,  Mrs.  Mary  E. :  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by 
a  defect  in  street  crossing  c  389 

Holmes,  Margaret  A.:  petition,     compensation     for     damage     to 

clothing  by  street  mud  c  249 
Holmes,    Mrs.    Jennie  F. :  petition,    compensation    for    damage    to 

clothing  by  street  mud  c  249 
Horan,  Matilda  A.:  petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  damages 

by  change  of  grade  of  street  c  339 
Horton,  P.  A.:  petition,   compensation   for    damage   to   automobile 

c264 
Hurd,  Louise  S. :  petition,     compensation     refunded     portion     of 

gypsy  moth  assessment  c  232 
Hurley,  Dennis  J.:  petition,   compensation  to   be  paid  amount   of 

salary  lost  on  account  of  injuries  received  while  a  member  of  the 

fire  department  c  295 
Hurley,  William  Albert:  petition,   compensation   to   be   paid   for 

damage  to  property  by  the  bursting  of  water  main  c  249 
Hurwitz,   Ida:  petition,    compensation    for    damage   to  clothing  by 

wheelbarrow  used  by  city  employee  c  280 
Imperial,  Simon:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  bursting 

of  water  main  c  37 

Jacobs,  Charles  J.,  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  death  of 

a  horse  by  a  defect  c  340 
Johnson,  William:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  caused  by 

the  shutting  off  of  water  c  110 
Johnston,  J.  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  refund  of  fee  paid  for 

two  permits  for  building  c  37 
Kamian,  Kachador:  petition,  compensation  for  windows  broken  by 

fire  apparatus  c  105 
KapelMan,  Kadish:  petition,    compensation    to    be    paid    for    plate 

glass  window  broken  by  city  employees  c  249 
Karafotias,    Nicholas:  petition,    compensation    for    damages    by 

sewer  construction  c  272 

Keating,   Marion  L.:  petition,   compensation  for  personal  injuries 

and  damage  to  clothing  c  37 
Kelly,  Hugh  D.:  petition,   compensation  for  damages  by  overflow 

of  sewer  c  272 
Kennett,   R.   A.:  petition,   compensation   for   damage  to   horse   by 

falling  into  catch-basin  c  115 
Kerzner,  Rebecca:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by 

a  defect  in  highway  c  295 
Kimball,   Charles:  petition,   compensation  for  injuries  on  South 

Ferry  c  37 
Kimball,  George  W.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  horse 

and  pung  on  South  Ferry  c  37 
Klein,  Annie:  petition,    compensation   for   injuries   caused    by    fall 

c  280 
Koinsky,  H.:  petition,  to  be  repaid  amount  paid  by  him  for  a  street 

occupation  permit  c  54 
Kraftic,  John:  petition,  compensation  for  hearing  on  his  claim  on 

account  of  injuries  c  105 
Krateman,  Annie:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  an 

accident  c  320 
Kreutel,  Ernest  B.:  petition,   compensation   for  damage   to   auto 

by  defect  c  254 
Kriteman,  Jacob:  petition,    compensation    for    injuries    caused    bv 

fall  c  232 

Kussmaul's  Express:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  auto 

truck  c  54 
Lahan,  Wadia:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  being 

run  over  by  a  city  ash  cart  c  320 
Lee,  Mrs.  Sarah  F.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  break 

in  water  main  c  47 
London,  Hemine:   petition  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for  personal 

injuries  c  54 
Lovett  &  Smith  Company:  petition,  compensation  to  bo  paid  for 

lights  of  glass  broken  by  stone  dumped  on  the  Ward  7  Playground 

c  115 
Lucacio,  Joe:    petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  sled  by  a  city 

ash  cart  c  7 
Lundstrom,  John  T.:  petition  to  be  paid  expense  of  repairs  on  sewer 

c  54 
Lynch,  Delia:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  110 
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Lynde,  William:  petition  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  for  damages 

sustained  e  110 
Lyons,  Alice  R.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  47 
McAvoy,  John  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  refund  of  overcharge 

for  laying  water  pipes  c  320 

McCarty,  Mary,  Adm.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  caused 
by  backing  up  of  sewer  c  249 

McCormick,  Patrick  H.:  petition,    compensation    for    damage    to 
automobile  by  a  rope  c  301 

McDermott,    James    R.:  petition,    compensation   for   damages   by 
sewage  c  153 

MacDonald,  Belle:   petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries, 
Beacon  st.  c  22 

McDonough,  B.:  petition  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for  personal  in- 
juries c  110 

McDonough,    Patrick  F.:  petition,    compensation  for  damages  by 
tearing  down  adjoining  building  c  249 

McGonagle,  Sadie:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  and 

damages  by  a  defective  sewer  c  47 
McGonigle,  W.  J.:  petition,   compensation   to   be   paid   amount   of 

doctor's  bills  incurred  on  account  of  injuries  to  his  son  by  a  patrol 

wagon  c  320 

McGovern,   Thomas:    petition,    compensation   for   injury    to    horse 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  c  232 

McMurtry,  A._  J.  and  G.  H.:  petition  for  refund  of  portion  of  fee 
for  permit  paid  to  public  works  department  c  115 

Maher,  Peter  F.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  flooding 

of  water  c  43 
Mahoney,  John  T.  and  Ellen:  petition,  compensation  for  damage 

by  City  Hospital  ambulance  c  54   , 
Maliff,  Frank  G.:  petition,   compensation  for  horse  blanket  used 

by  city  employees  because  of  accident  in  sewer  c  249 
Mallison,  Am asa  P.:  petition,  compensation  for  hearing  on  claims 

for  personal  injuries  c  389 
Manning,  Elizabeth:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  and  in- 
juries by  ice  falling  c  37 
Mansion  House  Ice  Cream  Company:  petition,  compensation  for 

injury  to  truck  by  a  team  of  the  public  works  department  c  15 
Martin,  Margaret:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  water 

c9 
Masters,  Parker,  Company:  petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for 

damage  to  goods  by  break  in  water  pipe  c  115 
Matheson,  John  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  schooner 

by  ferryboat  c  9 
Melanson,  Octavia   M.:  petition,     compensation     to     damage     to 

clothing  by  city  truck  c  227 
Melledy,  Mrs.  G.  A.:  petition,   compensation  for  injuries   received 

from  a  fall  c  264  - 
Merrimac  Ronan  Company:    petition,    compensation    for    damage 

to  property  by  overflow  of  water  c  232 
Metropolitan  Coal  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  damage 

to  lighter  c  7 
Miclinki,  Michael:  petition,    compensation    to   be   paid   for   shoes 

lost  at  bathhouse  c  210 
Mogel,  Eli:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  9 
Monahan,  Eugene:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  by 

a  city  ash  team  c  54 
Monroe,    Mrs.    Jessie    N.:    petition,     compensation     for     injuries 

received  from  a  defect  in  the  highway  c  295 
Mohan,   Mary   K.:  petition,   compensation  for  damage  by  sewage 

c37 
Mouiarty,  Ellen  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  fire 

department  apparatus  c  7 
Morrison   &   Shief:  petition,   compensation   for   damages   to   auto 

truck  by  a  city  team  c  54 
Mosaic  Galassi  Tile  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  damages 

by  backing  up  of  sewage  or  water  c  37 
Moses,  Adelaide:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  43 
Mulhern,  Thomas:  petition  to  be  refunded  a  certain  amount  paid 

by  him  for  water  taxes  e  110 
Mullen,   Catherine:  petition,   compensation  for  personal  injuries 

c  15 
Muller,   Mrs.  Annie  M.:  petition,    compensation    for    injuries    to 

son  caused  by  his  slipping  on  oily  floor  at  school  c  249 
Murphy,  Hannah  M.:  petition,   compensation   for  injuries   from   a 

fall  c  210 
Murray,  Daniel  P.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 

by  a  tree  guard  c  295 
Murray,  Margaret  C:   petition,    compensation   for  damage  by  a 

broken  drain  pipe  c  211 
Nadreau,  Ina:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  15 
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Neugroschi,  Clara  L.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  by  shutting  on  and  off  of  water  e  272 

Neuman,  Ido:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect 
c  115 

New  England  Newspaper  Publishing  Company:  petition,  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  automobile  by  fire  department  service 
car  c 153 

Nickerson,  Mrs.  Isabelle:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries c  193 

Norton,  Annie  C.:  petition,  compensation  for  expense  of  repairing 
drain  caused  by  breaking  of  sewer  pipe  c  37 

Nugent,  John:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 
O'Connor,  Edward:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by 
being  knocked  down  by  city  team  c  295 

O'Connor,  Joseph:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  c  254 
Ohse,  Lucy  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  c  295 
Orgier,  Sarah  B.:  petition  for  rebate  of  water  tax  paid  twice  c  37 
O'Rourke,  James:  petition,   compensation  for  damage  to  property 

by  bursting  of  water  pipe  c  232 
Parker,  Melvin:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  a 

defect  c  320 
Parkey,  Frances:  petition,    compensation    for   injuries    caused    by 

hole  in  sidewalk  c  280 

Patsiades,  James  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  surface 
water  c  381 

Patterson,  George:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
c  54 

Pendleton,  Isabelle  F.:  petition  to  be  refunded  $16.80,  having  paid 
that  twice  c  9 

Perry,  A.  W.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  bursting  of 
water  main  c  37 

Peters,  Gregor:  petition  for  refund  of  fee  for  permit  to  sell  fruit 
cl93 

Pickett,  Henry  F.:  petition  to  be  paid  for  a  garment  lost  at  the 
City  Hospital  c  43 

Pierce,  S.  S.,  &  Co.:  petition,  compensation  for  injury  to  horse 
caused  by  alleged  defect  c  232;  petition,  compensation  to  be  reim- 
bursed for  expense  incurred  on  account  of  damages  caused  by  break 
in  water  main  c  372 

Pimentel,  Joseph  H. :  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received 
from  fall  c  382 

Pinstein,  Bessie:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a 
defect  c  273 

Ponzio,  John:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  electric 
saw  c  280 

Porrela,  Domenico:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  because  of 
defective  water  pipes  c  210 

Price,  Mary  B.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 

Proctor,  Emily  Dutton:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  by 
surface  water  c  295 

Quilty,  Margaret:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 

Rabinowitz,  Mrs.  Jennie:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries c  15 

Rafferty,  Mary  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
C54 

Rath,  Mary  L. :  petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  obstruction 
of  the  main  sewer  c  301 

Ratti,  Scipione,  et  al.:  petition,  compensation  to  be  refunded  a 
tax  paid  twice  by  them  c  210 

Read,  B.  T. :  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing,  etc.,  by 
a  street  sprinkling  cart  c  210 

Reardon,  John:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  sus- 
tained by  fall  on  sidewalk  c  273 

Redding,  Ralph  W.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  building 
by  fire  department  apparatus  c  47 

Rice,  David  P.:  petition,  compensation  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  c  115 

Richenburg,  Philip:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 
by  watering  cart  c  264 

Ridge,  Mrs.  Catherine:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries c  15 

Rigby,  A.  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  his  son  and 
damage  to  clothing  by  a  fire  chief's  car  c  54 

Ripley,  W.  L.:  petition  for  hearing  on  claim  for  damages  to  auto- 
mobile c  15 

Robinson,  N.  W.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  estate  by 
break  in  sewer  pipe  c  193 

Rocchi,  Madalina:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  43 

Rockwell,  Elgin:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  c  273 

Rogers,  Howard  C.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto- 
mobile by  a  city  wagon  c  47 
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Rose,  Mrs.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  from  fall 

c  232 
Rosen,  Joseph:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  water  from 

a  defective  pipe  c  54 
Rosen,  Mart:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  water  from  a 

defective  pipe  c  54 
Rosen,  Max:  petition,  compensation  for  accident  caused  by  lack  of 

signal  light  c  210 
Rosenberg,  Annie   :  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 

because  of  a  defect  c  295 
Rosenburg,  Bernard:  petition,    compensation    for    refund    of    fee 
'  paid  for  a  permit  to  make  sewer  connection  c  210 
Rosenfield,  Jacob:    petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  rent  due  for 

premises  occupied  by  the  paving  service  c  372 
Ross,  Lebe:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  9 
Rotstein,  Frank  I.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  an  em- 
ployee in  the  sanitary  division  c  7 
Royall,  Mrs.  James:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  by  mounted 

police  officer  c  254 
Rubenstein,  Joseph:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 

of  his  daughter  c  15 
Samuel  H.  White  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  by 

sewage  c  227 
Sances,  Mrs.:  petition,  compensation  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for 

injuries  c  254 
Sandler,  A.:  petition,  compensation  for   damages  to  goods  in  cellar 

by  surface  water  c  249 
Santospirito,   S.:  petition,   compensation  for   damages  by  leak   in 

water  pipe  c  54 
Santosuosso,    Puneipio:  petition,    compensation    for    damages   on 

ferryboat  c  22 
S.  B.  Wiley  &  Sons  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries 

to  horse  by  loose  manhole  cover  c  227 
Scanlon,    John:  petition,    compensation   for   injuries    caused   by   a 

barrel  thrown  by  the  employee  of  the  sanitary  division  c  115 
Schaler,   Joseph:  petition,   compensation  for  injuries  to   horse  by 

a  defect  in  street  c  37 
Scherer,  Theresa:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing 

because  of  a  defect  c  295 
Schimmel,  _  Robert    Carl:  petition,    compensation   for    damage    to 

automobile  by  a  defect  c  105 
Schneider,  Mrs.  Charles:  petition,  compensation  for  death  of  her 

husband   who  died  from  injuries  received   while  assisting  firemen 

c  301 
Schwartz,  Goldie:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 
Science,   Louis:  petition,   compensation   for  injuries   received  from 

fall  c  389 
Selden,  James:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by 

lamp-post  in  roadway  c  382 
Shairer,  Adolf:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  bursting  of 

a  water  main  c  153 
Shea,  D.  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 
Shanley,  Gertrude  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused 

by  fall  c  249 
Shmukler,  Julius:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  defective 

sewer  c  249 
Shore,  Barnard:  petition,  compensation  for   injuries  received  from 

a  defect  c  301 
Shwartz,    Wolf:  petition,    compensation    to    be    paid   for   a   boiler 

which  burst  because  of  the  shutting  off  of  water  c  249 
Silverman,  Elizabeth:  petition  to  be  paid  for  coal  hole  cover  broken 

by  a  city  team  c  15 
Simons,  Rose:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  c  232 
Smith,  Michael:  petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Albany  st.  c  22 
Solari,  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  surface  water  c  54 
Stein,  Alexander:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto- 
mobile oy  a  defect  c  320 
Stillman  Bottling  Company:  petition,    compensation   for   damage 

to  auto  truck  by  a  team  of  the  public  works  department  c  9 
Sturgis,  R.  Clipston:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto 

by  fire  apparatus  c  210 
Sullivan,  A.  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  the  breaking 

of  clock  weights  in  tower  c  54 
Sullivan,  Daniel  M.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received 

c  264 
Sullivan,  Patrick  O.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received 

by  a  fall  c  320 
Swanberg,  John:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  153 
Tassinare,  Lindo:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  break  in 

water  main  c  47 
Taxi  Service  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  auto 

by  defect  in  street  c  153 


Claims,  continued. 

Thompson,  A.  W.:  petition,  to  be  paid  for  window  broken  by  an 
employee  of  the  water  division  c  47 

Tierney,  James:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a 
defect  c  339 

Tivan,  Mary  H.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sewage  c  210 

Trefry,  Justin  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  his 
daughter's  clothing  by  a  contractor  for  the  city  c  320 

Trustees  under  the  Will  of  Eben  D.  Jordan:  petition,  com- 
pensation for  damages  by  fire  department  apparatus  c  110 

Tucker,  Annie  L.:  petition  to  be  repaid  the  amount  of  taxes  on 
land  and  interest  lost  on  award  on  account  of  delay  on  part  of  the 
city  in  settling  land-taking  c  37 

Tutela,  Mrs.  T.  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  and  damage 
to  clothing  c  110 

Twomey,  Mrs.  Ellen:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  a 
broken  water  meter  c  382 

Union  Furniture  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by 
a  leak  in  water  main  c  273 

Verhoeff,  F.  H.,  M.  D.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to 
automobile  by  wagon  of  the  sanitary  division  c  110 

Voye,  George:  petition  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  on  account  of  the 
death  of  his  child  c  15 

Walkins,  Mary  G.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  bv 
fall  c  280 

Walkup  Brothers:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  wagon 
c  22 

Warshaw,  Eli:  petition,   compensation  for  damage  to  automobile 

c  15 
Weldon,  John  E.:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  collision 

with  a  street  sweeping  machine  c  295 
Wetherbie,  L.   L.:  petition  for  damages  to  property,  Audubon  rd. 

c  344 

Whiteacre,  Mary  A.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by 
a  defect  c  254 

Whittemore,  W.  P.,  Company:  petition,  compensation  for  injury  to 
a  horse  by  a  defect  c  249 

Wilder,  Augustus  A.,  Jr.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  by  a  defect  c  295 

Wilson,  Jane:  petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  15 

Woodlock,  Edward  J.:  petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  horse 
by  defective  sewer  cover  c  280 

Woods,  Edward  G.:  petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto- 
mobile by  fire  department  apparatus  c  340 

Wright,  Mrs.  Annie:  petition,  compensation  for  damages  by 
break  in  pipe  c  37 

Zeman-Amdur  Company:  petition  to  be  paid  expense  of  repairing 
drain  c  54 

Zona,  Letterio:  petition  to  be  paid  for  wagon  destroyed  by  a  city 
team  c  110 


Clapp,  Joseph  L. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  snow  slide  c  37 

Claxton  Street, 
changing  name  of  street:  see  Callender  Street 


Claybourne  Street. 

taking  of  land:  order  that  park  and  recreation  department  submit  to 
the  city  council  their  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  taking  land 
for  park  purposes,  passed  c  235 

Clerical  Assistance  in  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  City 
of  Boston.     Act  to  Provide  for  Further. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  clerks  of  the  municipal  court  of  the  city  of  Boston 
for  civil  and  criminal  business  may  each  expend  for  clerical  assistance 
such  amounts,  in  addition  to  those  now  allowed  by  law.  as  the  justices 
of  said  court  may  from  time  to  time  determine  to  be  necessary,  all 
such  increases  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  tlio  county  commis- 
sioners of  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [Approved 
March  31,  1916. 


Cleary,  Peter. 

potition,  compensation  for  damages  by  sewage  o  54 


CLERK 


(16) 


COMMERCIAL 


Clerk  of  Committees. 

pocket  edition  of  organization  of  government:  see  Organization  of 
Government 


Coakley,  Michael  D. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  7 


Coal,  Weighers. 

M.  J.  Murphy,  appointed  c  5-confirmed  c  10;  Raymond  J.  Kennealy, 
appointed  c  5-eonfirmed  e  10;  George  P.  Beckley,  appointed  c  5- 
confirmed  c  10;  Edward  A.  Smith,  appointed  c  14-confirmed  c  23; 
Harold  H.  Chapman,  appointed  c  14-confirmed  c  23;  Arthur  Rock, 
appointed  c  22-confirmed  c  31;  Alfred  E.  Nutter,  appointed  c  61-eon- 
firmed  c  112;  W.  Cullen,  Alexander  M.  Lyall,  Edward  A.  Smith,  C.  R. 
Judkins,  appointed  c  109-confirmed  c  117;  John  B.  Keaney,  appointed 
e  115-confirmed  c  155;  Dennis  Naviens,  appointed  c  115-confirmed 
c  155;  B.  W.  Yuill,  appointed  c  115-confirmed  c  155;  John  F.  Mahoney 
et  al.,  confirmed  c  208;  Michael  J.  Murphy,  appointed  c  175-con- 
firmedcl91;  James  Carter,  appointed  c  175-confirmed  c  191;  Thomas 
F.  Kelley  et  al.,  appointed  for  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  confirmed 
c  208;  Raymond  Bacon,  Anna  M.  Lehmann,  Matthew  Farraher,  G.  W. 
Millen,  appointed  c  210-confirmed  c  225;  Ada  S.  Dicks,  Hazel  M. 
Prosser,  appointed  c  372-confirmed  c  380;  Anna  Goldberg,  appointed 
c  344;  Isaac  Saperia,  appointed  c  344;  Arthur  L.  Fish,  appointed 
c  253-confirmed  c  274;  E.  J.  Bacon,  appointed  c  348-confirmed 
e  364;  Charles  A.  Crane  and  James  R.  Taylor,  confirmed  c  250; 
Donald  J.  Ferguson,  William  Coakley,  appointed  c  359-confirmed 
c  370;  F.  H.  Harding,  Jr.,  confirmed  c  250;  William  P.  Frost,  con- 
firmed c  250;  Fred  M.  Churchill  confirmed  c  250;  Fred  B.  Walker, 
appointed  c  367-eonfirmed  c  374;  Edwin  E.  Houston,  appointed 
c  291;  Abraham  H.  Radio,  George  A.  Exley,  Charles  E.  Jameson, 
Julius  Stepat,  appointed  c  291-confirmed  c  313;  Norman  Whittim, 
appointed  c  262-confirmed  c  274;  Patrick  H.  Ryder,  appointed 
c  231-confirmed  c  250;  John  C.  Bridgman,  appointed  c  231-confirmed 
c  250;  R.  B.  Hidden,  Charles  T.  Callahan,  Herbert  J.  Day,  appointed 
c  316-confirmed  c  342;  Richard  S.  Tewksbury,  Raymond  J.  Ken- 
neally,  William  J.  O'Hearn,  appointed  c  269-confirmed  c  284;  R.  S. 
Tewksbury  et  al.,  confirmed  c  284;    Arthur  Kirby,  appointed  c  157 

Cochituate  Water  Debt,  Cancellation  of.     {See  Sinking 
Funds.) 

Cohen,  Herman. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sewage  c  110 

Cohen,  Louis. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  7 

Cole,  James  E. 

appointed  wire  commissioner  c  Ill-approved  c  160 

Coleman,  George,  Councilor. 

appointed:  committee  on  appropriations,  executive  (chairman),  finance, 
ordinance,  branch  libraries,  claims,  inspection  of  prisons,  Parkman 
Fund,  public  lands,  unclaimed  baggage  c  5 

orders  offered:  unfinished  business,  reference  c  5 
loan  in  anticipation  of  taxes  c  20 
sidewalks,  Beacon  and  Mountfort  sts.  c  48 
sidewalk  orders  c  57 
examination  of  budget  c  190 
printing  of  Dr.  Van  Sickle's  report  c  193 
money  for  planning  board  c  219 
oration  of  Hon.  Michael  J.  Murray  c  2S3 
protest  concerning  mail  service  c  352 
street  signs  and  house  numberings  c  379 
disposition  of  money  payable  to  city  c  379 
resolution  of  thanks  to  President  Hagan,  closing  proceedings  c  393 

remarks:  loan  in  anticipation  of  taxes  c  20 
street  repairs  c  151,  152 

printing  of  school  report  by  Dr.  James  H.  Van  Sickle  c  194 
appropriation  for  street  construction  c  217 
improvement  of  Strandway  c  219 
next  meeting  c  235 
question  of  privilege  c  260 
improvements,  Engine  House  No.  19  c  275 
one  day  in  three  for  firemen  c  306,  307 
protest  against  city  tax  for  corporations  c  370 
Charles  Street  Jail  c  236 
street  signs  and  house  numbering  c  379 
closing  proceedings  c  393,  394 


Collecting  Department. 

appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  c  119 
appropriation  transfer:  c  231 

Collins,  Dennis  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  caused  by  screw  on 
drinking  fountain  c  389 

Collins,  John  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  the  bursting  of  a  hose  on  city 
watering  cart  and  hydrant  c  301 

Collins,  Walter  L.,  Councilor. 

qualified:  c  1 

appointed :  committee  on  appropriations,  executive,  finance,  ordinances, 
county  accounts,  inspection  of  prisons,  legislative  matters,  Parkman 
Fund,  printing  department,  soldiers'  relief  c  5 

orders  offered:  sidewalks,  Blue  Hill  ave.  (2  orders)  ell 
sidewalks,  Florence  St.,  Ward  23  c  11 
sidewalks,  Richmond  St.,  Ward  20  c  11 
sidewalks,  Adams  St.  ell 
sidewalk,  Westville  st.  c  21 

unnecessary  noises  near  hospitals,  signs  to  prevent  c  56 
leave  of  absence,  military  duties  c  58 
fence  around  Blake  House  c  107 
sidewalk,  Abbot  st.  c  107 
sidewalk,  Birch  gt.  c  114 
attending  funeral  of  and  sending    flowers  to  the  late  John  A.  Coul- 

thurst  c  209 
park,  Clay  bourne  st.  c  235 

sidewalks,  Park,  Clayton  and  Adams  sts.  c  275 
promptness  in  annual  reports  c  284 
white  lines  at  congested  street  corners  c  284 
sidewalk,  Rockwell  st.  c  299 
Washington  st.,  closing  c  365 
park,  Claybourne  st.  c  235 
appropriation  foT  motor  apparatus  c  393 

remarks:  abolition  of  tunnel  tolls  c  6 
loan  for  construction  of  highways  c  31 
expenses  of  agent  of  workingmen's  compensation  act  c  38 
income  c  44 

prevention  of  noise  near  hospitals  c  57 
leave  of  absence  for  military  duties  c  58 
probation  officers,  juvenile  court  c  59 
appropriation  for  street  repairs  c  149,  150-153 
special  matters  relative  to  street  construction  c  156 
money  for  street  repairs  c  172,  173 
raise  of  salary  of  probation  officers  c  192 
medical  service  in  courts  c  193 

appropriation  for  reconstruction  and  repairing  of  streets  c  210,  211 
city  planning  department,  appropriation  c  224 
supplementary  appropriation  bill  c  234 
transfer  of  appropriations  c  267,  268 
improvement,  Engine  House  No.  19  c  274,  275 
promptness  in  annual  reports  c  284 
transfer  of  Gallop's  Island  c  288 
one  day  in  three  for  firemen  c  302,  303 
reduction  of  city  debt  c  312 
closing  Washington  st.  c  365 
wages  of  city  laborers  c  392 

Collupy,  E.  H. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  on  ferryboat  c  249 

Columbia  Road. 

land:  Raymond  P.  Delano,  agent,  petition  to  sell  c  301-referred  to 
committee  on  finance  c  352-report,  placed  on  file  c  393 

Columbus  Day,  October  12,  1916. 

oration:  order  that  oration  delivered  by  Hon.  Michael  J.  Murray  be 
printed  as  a  city  document,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  283- 
rcport,  accepted,  order  passed  c  286 

Commercial  Fruit  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sewer  work  c  295 


Commercial  Towing  Company. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  on  account  of  detention  of  tugs  c  295 


I  COMMITTEES 


(17) 


CONTRACTS 


Committees, 
appointed:  c  5 

Commonwealth  Avenue. 

appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  with  order  to  transfer 
$17,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  240-report,  accepted,  order  passed  o  266 

Comprehensive     Street    Widening     Plan.     (See    Street 
Laying-Out  Department.) 

Conant,  Chester. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  43 

Concrete  Pavement. 

26,500  square  yards  finished  c  330 


Connolly,  Rev.  Fr.  Arthur  T. 

delivered  prayer  at  inauguration  exercises  of  City  Council  c  1 
appointed   library  trustee  c  154-notice  from  civil  service  of   approval 
c  154-182 


Connors,  James  F. 

petition  for  retirement  c  254-granted  c  266 

Connors,  Thomas. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  110 

Consolidation    of    Sanitary    and    Paving    Yards.     (See 

Public  Works  Department.) 

Console,  Fillippo. 

petition,  compensation  for  money  stolen  from  locker  c  232 

Constables. 

appearance:  order  that  city  clerk  notify  all  appointees  to  the  office 
of  city  constable  to  appear  at  the  following  meeting  of  city  council 
in  executive  session,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  23-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  25 

bonds:  approved  c  16,  47,  111,  115,  119,  153,  154,  176,  182;  George 
Brofski  et  al.,  approved  c  160;  Frank  G.  Montague  and  Timothy 
Sullivan,  approved  e  174;  Almerindo  Sarno,  approved  c  259;  Levi 
P.  Fernald,  approved  c  249;  George  L.  Gilbert,  approved  c  215;  John 
A.  Duggan,  approved  c  344;  Joseph  J.  McWeeney,  approved  c  369; 
P.  Berwin,  John  H.  French,  approved  c  340 

list  of  constables  appointed  since  February  1 :  order  that  the  mayor 
furnish  a  list  of  the  persons  appointed  to  positions  in  the  various  de- 
partments as  constables  since  February  1,  passed  c  20 

civil  process:  appointee  c  50-confirmed  with  exception  of  names  of 
Louis  M.  Bianco  et  al.  c  106-confirmed  c  114 

connected  with  official  positions:  appointed  c  50 

removal:  notice  of  removal  of  Allen  Borofsky,  M.  Cangiano,  A.  M. 
Cresta,  P.  R.  Dinsmore,  B.  S.  Kenerson,  G.  I.  Kenerson,  William  J. 
McCluskey,  W.  H.  Monks,  W.  J.  Hope,  P.  F.  Powers  c  180 

with  Animal  Rescue  League:  appointed  c  50 

with  Massachusetts  S.  P.  C.  T.  A.:  appointed  c  50 

list  of: 

Berwin,  Philip;  appointed  c  291-confirmed  c  313 

BrjFFiNGTON,   Ernkst  R. :  appointed   c   153-confirmed   c    171;   bond 

approved  c  193 
Byrnes,  Harry  J.:  appointed  c  248 

Coughlan,  William  J.:  appointed  c  269-confirmcd  c  299 
Daily,  James  L.:  appointed   c  367-confirmcd   c  375 
Donahoe,  Joseph  P.:  appointed  c  109-confirmed  c  117 
Duggan,  John  A.:  appointed  c  316-confirmed  c  342 
Duley,  W.  A.:  appointed  c  109-confirmod  c  117 
Fay,  John  J.:  appointed  c  61-confirmcd  c  112 


Constables,  continued. 

Fee,  Thomas:  appointed  c  157-confirmed  c  178 

Fernald,  Levi;  appointed  c  210-confirmed  c  225-234 

French,  John  H.:  appointed  c  300-confirmed  c  334 

Gallagher,  Owen:  taken  up,  indefinitely  postponed  c  155 

Gilbert,  George  L.,  et  al.:  confirmed  c  250 

Goren,  Reuben:  appointed  c  315-confiemed  c  334 

Harrington,  John  D.:  appointed  c  27-confirmed  c  38 

Hope,  Walter  J.:  appointed  c  5-laid  over  c  10-confirmed  c  21;  bond 

approved  c  22-notice  of  removal  c  180 
Keen,  Walter  F. :  appointed  c  14-confirmed  c  24 
Keenan,  Louis  E.:  appointed  c  316-confirmed  c  342 
Le  Court,  Louis:  appointed  c  277-granted  c  299 
McCarthy,  William:  appointed  c  61-confirmed  c  112 
McCluskey,  William  J.:  appointed  c  14-confirmed  c  24-notice  of 

removal  c  180 

Monks,    William    H.:    appointed    c    34-confirmed    c    49-notice  of 
removal  c  180 

O'Donnell,  Joseph  V.:  appointed  c  277-granted  c  299 

Park,  Bernard;  appointed  c  109-confirmed  c  117 

Peters,  Matthew  J.:  appointed  c  157-confirmed  c  178 

Posner,  Max;  appointed  c  109-rejected  e  118 

Powers,  Patrick  F.:  appointed  c  5-laid  over  c  10-confirmed  c  21- 

notice  of  removal  c  180 
Rogan,  Henry  J.:  appointed  c  300-confirmed  c  334 
Ruhl,  James  C:  appointed  constable  c  115-confirmed  c  155 
Shine,  Henry,  et  al.:  appointed  c  237 
Smith,  G.  Kendrick,  appointed  c  291-confirmed  c  313 
Sullivan,  John  J.:  appointed  c  5-laid  over  c  10-taken  up,  communi- 
cation from  the  secretary  of  the  civil  service  relative  to,  discussed 
c  24,  25-confirmation  refused  c  25 
Susan,  Abraham:  appointed  c  14-confirmed  c  24 
Towle,  Arthur  R.:  appointed  c  61-confirmed  e  112 
Tuck,  Norris:  appointed  c  109 
Twohig,  James  J.:  appointed  c  9-rejected  c  21 
Wa-ugh,  James:  bond  approved   c  223 

Young,  Lloyd  N.:  appointed   c  367-laid  on  table  c  375-application 
withdrawn  c  383 

rejected:  Edward  A.  Hewitt,   A.   J.   Norton,   Samuel    Simon,  W.   H. 
Travers,  J.  J.  Vogel,  rejected  c  118 


Consumptives'  Hospital  Department. 

appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  c  119 

organization:  c  154 

trustees:  John  J.  Barry  approved  by  civil  service  c  9;  Eugene  V.  R. 
Thayer,  appointed  c  116 

cottage  building:  communication  from  the  mayor  and  trustees, 
transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $5,000,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c  300— report,  accepted,  order  given  first  reading  and  passage  c  347- 
taken  up,  passed  c  364 

land  for  out=patient  department:  order  that  the  mayor  be  re- 
quested to  submit  a  loan  order  covering  the  amount  necessary  for 
land  for  out-patient  department,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c  298-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  312 

new  buildings:  order  for  loan  of  §2,500  to  be  appropriated  and  expended 
for  plans  and  specifications  for  new  buildings,  referred  to  committee 
on  finance  c  298 


Contingent  Expenses. 

quarterly  expense:  c  223,  Doc.  102,  placed  on  file  c  295;  quarterly 
c  372 


Contracts. 

awarding  of:  order  that  the  finance  commission  bo  requested  to  sub- 
mit as  soon  as  possible  its  opinion  upon  the  granting  and  approval  of 
the  mayor  of  contracts  without  advertising  etc.,  passed  <•  299;  com- 
munication from  the  mayor  replying  to  finance  commission,  placed  on 
file  c  339;  communication  from  Hie  finance  commission  making 
report  c  340,  341-plnccd  on  file  c  311 

nonadvertised  contracts:  order  that  the  6na commission  be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  its  conclusion  as  to  award  of  contracts 
without  advertising  as  printed  in  City  Record  Novemoer  I.  November 
11  and  November  25,  etc.,  passed  0  312;  communication  from  tho 
finance  commission  relative  to  c  372-374— placed  on  file  c  374 


CONTRACTS 


(18) 


COUNTY 


Contracts,  Miscellaneous. 

c326 

Contracts,  Unknown. 

o  322-332 

Convenience  Station. 

order  that  the  sum  of  $12,000  be  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  health 
commisssioner  for  purpose,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  313 

Corbet  Street. 

sidewalk:  report,  no  further  action  necessary  c  386 

Corbett,  Margaret  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  43 

Corliss,  James  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  fence  by  city  employee  c  272 

Corporations.    Protest   Against  City  Tax.     (See  Boston 
Elevated  Street  Railway  Company.) 

Convenience   Stations.     (See    Health    Department,    also 
locations  where  same  are  to  be  placed.) 

Converse,  Evelyn  L. 

petition,  to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses  incurred  by  backing  up  of  the 
sewage  c  54 

Correctional  Institutions. 

topics  in  mayor's  address  c  2 

Corsano,  James. 

petition  to  be  refunded  fee  for  building  which  cannot  be  erected  c  22 

Cotter,  William. 

petition  for  retirement  c  110-granted  c  113 

Cottage  Building,  Consumptives'  Hospital.     (See  Boston 
Consumptives'  Hospital.) 

Cotter,  W.  P. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  break  of  sewer  c  37 

Coulthurst,  John  A.,  Councilor. 

appointed :  committee  on  appropriations,  executive,  finance  (chairman) , 
ordinances,  county  accounts,  fire  hazard,  legislative  matters,  Parkman 
Fund,  printing,  soldiers'  relief  c  5 

orders  offered :  sidewalk,  Birch  st.  c  107 
improvement,  Pierce  Field,  Dorchester  c  113 
loan,  fircproofing  Faneul  Hall  c  163 
cost  of  improving  radial  highways  c  170 

remarks:  street  repairs  c  152,  153 

resolution  on  death:  c  209 

County  of  Suffolk,  County  Accounts. 

associate  medical  examiner:  transfer  of  appropriations  c  301 

county  accounts:  appointed  c  5 

accommodations,  East  Boston  Court:  order  that  the  justice  of  the 
district  court  be  requested  to  report  what  additional  accommodations 
are  needed,  and  what  could  be  done  to  obtain  same,  passed  c  298; 
order  that  the  justice  of  said  court  be  requested  to  inform  city  council 
what  additional  accommodations  are  required  at  said  court,  etc., 
passed  c  370 


County  of  Suffolk,  County  Accounts,  continued. 

additional  appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting two  orders  providing  additional  appropriation  c  221,  222- 
referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  222 

appropriations:  communication  from  the  mayor  and  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  with  order  for  transfer  of  $2,500  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  for  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  249-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  251 ; 
communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  ordor  to  make  transfers, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  279 

additional  probation  officers:  report  on  order,  referred  in  1915,  for 
appointment  of,  no  further  action  necessary,  accepted  c  191 

appropriation  transfers:  see  Appropriations,  Transfers 

assistant  medical  examiner:  communication  from  the  mayor  and 
assistant  examiner  with  order  for  transfer  of  $166,000  from  Reserve 
Fund,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  335-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  342 

appointment  of  probation  officers  and  fixing  salary:  report  on 
communication  from  justices  (referred  1915),  placed  on  file  c  192- 
report  with  order,  increasing  salary,  accepted,  order  passed  c  192 

bail:  Catherine  Marshall,  petition  for  return  of  cash  c  369-report, 
referred  to  committee  on  claims  c  383 

bonding:  bonds  were  received  for  register  of  deeds,  assistant  register 
of  deeds,  treasurer,  social  law  library,  referred  to  committee  on  county 
accounts  c  370-report,  accepted,  bonds  approved  c  375 

clerical  assistance,  Municipal  Court:  communication  from  Justices 
of  Municipal  Court,  requesting  c  362-report,  with  order,  accepted, 
passed  c  365 

clerk  hire,  Registry  of  Deeds:  May  report,  referred  to  committee 
on  county  accounts  c  106-report,  accepted,  approved  c  107;  August 
c  246;  statement  from  August  28-September  25,  approved  and 
ordered  paid  c_273;  statement,  September  25-October  23,  approved 
and  ordered  paid  c  295;  statement,  November,  approved  and  ordered 
paid  c  363;  statement,  December,  referred  to  committee  on  county 
accounts  c  341-report,  accepted,  approved  c  341;  January  c  378 

constable's  salary:  communication  from  the  justice  of  Police  Court, 
Chelsea,  relative  to  increase  of  salary  of  John  F.  Sullivan,  referred  to 
committee  on  county  accounts  c  9-report  with  order,  increasing 
salary,  accepted,  order  passed  c  192 

early  court  records:  report,  no  action  necessary  on  order  to  rescind 
orders  for  arrangements  (1915),  accepted  c  386;  report,  no  action 
necessary  on  order  to  discontinue  work  on  files  c  386 

explosion  at  jail:  communication  from  the  sheriff,  recommending 
payment  to  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  for  damages  caused  by 
explosion  e  15,  16-report  with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  193 

East  Boston  District  Court:  communication  from  the  justice  in-  j 
creasing  salary  of  probation  officer  Daniel  J.  Kelleher,  referred  to  ! 
committee  on  county  accounts  c  344 

increase  in  probation  officer's  salary:  communication  from  justice 
of  the  juvenile  court  increasing  salary  of  John  B.  O'Hare,  referred  to 
committee  on  county  accounts  -report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  342 

interpreters,  Municipal  Court:  order  that  chapter  109  of  Acts  1916, 
an  act  authorizing  appointment  of  interpreters  be  accepted,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  57— report,  no  further  action  necessary  c  386 

leave  of  absence  to  perform  military  duty:  communication  from 
the  mayor  and  corporation  counsel  relative  to,  with  order  authorizing 
payment,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  226-report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  229 

matrons  at  House  of  Detention:  see  House  of  Detention 

medical  examiner:  report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  251 

medical  examiner,  Northern  District:  see  Medical  Examiner, 
Northern  District 

medical  service:  report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  193 

Municipal  Court:  order  for  transfers  from  appropriations  e  301 

Municipal    Court,    Charlestown:    communication   from  the    mayor  i 
transmitting  communication  from  the  justice  of  the  Municipal  Court 
and  order  for  transfer  of  $296.67  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  said  court, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  c  291-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  299 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  order  for  transfer  of  appropriation,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  270-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  274 

payment  of  premiums,  court  officers:  order  that  chapter  39  of 
General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  Payment  of  Pre- 
miums on  the  Bonds  of  Court  Officers,"  be  accepted,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  38-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  44 

pension  for  court  officer:  order  that  chapter  322  of  Special  Acts  of 
1916,  relative  to  pensioning  court  officer  A.  H.  Abbott  be  accepted, 
referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts  c  174-report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  193 


COUNTY 


(19) 


DANA 


County  of  Suffolk,  County  Accounts,  continued. 

probation  officer,  Brighton:  communication  from  the  justice,  fixing 
salary  of  Edward  J.  Drummond,  referred  to  committee  on  county 
accounts  c  374 

probation  officer,  East  Boston:  communication  relative  to  c  160; 
report  on  increase  of  salary,  accepted,  order  passed  c  192 

probation  officer,  Juvenile  Court:  report,  with  order  for  appointment, 
c  58,  59-aceepted,  passed  c  59;  communication  from  Justice  Cabot, 
appointing  and  confirming  appointments,  referred  to  committee  on 
county  accounts  c  30 

probation  officers,  Municipal  Criminal  Court:  communication 
from  chief  justice,  appointing  William  A.  Maloney,  William  J.  Joyce, 
Eleanor  F.  Holland,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts  c  176- 
report  with  order  in  new  draft,  accepted,  passed  c  192 

probation  officers,  West  Roxbury:  communication  from  chief  justice 
fixing  salaries  of  Fred  B.  Skelton  and  Arthur  R.  Towle,  referrred  to 
committee  on  county  accounts  c  320 

registry  of  deeds:  statement  of  pay  rolls,  January  and  February, 
approved  c  19;  statement,  March  and  April,  referred  to  committee  on 
county  accounts  c  43-report,  accepted,  approved  e  44;  May,  referred 
to  county  accounts  c  154-accepted,  approved  c  154;  June,  approved 
and  ordered  paid  c  207;  July,  referred  to  county  accounts  c  228- 
approved  and  ordered  paid  c  230 

salaries,  county  jail:  report,  accepted,  ordinance  passed  c  234 

salaries  of  clerks  and  justice,  Roxbury  Court:  orders  accepting 
acts  relative  to,  passed  (2)  c  342;  communication  from  the  mayor 
vetoing  order,  placed  on  file  c  344 

salaries  of  justice,  etc.,  South  Boston  Court:  order  that  chapter 
261  of  General  Acts  of  1910,  relative  to  be  accepted,  passed  c  342,  379; 
communication  from  the  mayor  vetoing  order,  placed  on  file  c  344 

salaries  of  Roxbury  court  officers:  order  that  chapter  262  of  General 
Acts  of  1916,  relative  to,  be  accepted,  referred  to  executive  commit- 
tee c  177 

salaries  of  South  Boston  court  officials:  order  that  chapter  261  of 
Acts  of  1916,  be  accepted,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  178- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  230;  communication  from  the  mayor 
vetoing  order  c  238 

salary  of  Roxbury  justice:  order  that  chapter  263,  Acts  of  1916, 
relative  to  salary  of  justice,  be  accepted,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  178-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  229,  379;  communication 
from  the  mayor  vetoing  order  c  238 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse,  general  plant:  communication  from 
the  mayor,  sheriff  and  heating  engineer,  relative  to  plant,  with  order 
for  transfer  of  $1,700  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  272-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  274 

Superior  Civil  Court  accounts:  communication  from  the  finance 
commission  relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  190 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session:  communication  from  the  mayor 
with  order  for  transfer  of  appropriation,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  279 

transfer  of  appropriation,  Roxbury  Municipal  Court:  communi- 
cation from  the  mayor  and  clerk  of  court  with  order  for  transfer, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  279-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c286 

transfer  to  Charles  Street  Jail:  communication  from  the  mayor  and 
sheriff,  transmitting  order  for  transfer  of  $50  from  Reserve  Fund  to 
Charles  Street  Jail  for  apprehension  and  return  to  Charles  Street 
Jail  of  R.  L.  Smith,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  285 

new  wall  at  county  jail:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
order  for  loan  of  $10,000  amended,  passed  c  236;  communication 
from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  sheriff  relative 
to  order  to  transfer  $300  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  rebuilding  wall 
of  jail,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  264-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  266, 


County  of  Suffolk  Apportionment  Commission.     (See 
Suffolk  County,  Apportionment  Commission  of.) 
c  231 

County  of  Suffolk,  Commission  to  Apportion  into 
Representative  Districts.  (See  Suffolk  County, 
Representative  Districts.) 

Courthouse,  Forest  Hills.     (See  West  Roxbury.) 


Court  Square. 

polico  station:  see  Police  Department 


Covina,  Lucia. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect  c  105 

Coyne,  M.,  Jr. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  43 

Credit  System  of  Income.     (See  Ordinances.) 
Croke,  Mrs.  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  overflow  of  sewer  c  54 

Cronin,  John  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  a  defect  c  295 

Cronin,  Richard. 

petition,    compensation  for   injury   to  horse  caused   by    alleged   defect 
c295 

Cronon,  P.  J. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  the  care  of  a  horse  of  Philip  De 
Rosa  which  was  shot  by  a  police  officer  c  295 

Crowley,  John  P. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  expense  incurred  on  account  of 
injuries  received  while  assisting  a  police  officer  to  make  arrest  c  105 

Cullman,  Qerda  O. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  city,  spraying  trees  c  37 

Curran,  K.  M.,  Executor. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  change  of  grade  c  295 

Cushing,  Mrs.  George  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  37 

Cushman,  Annie  M.  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  illness  caused  by  being  drenched  by  a  water- 
ing cart  c  272 

Cutler,  Sarah. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 


Daley,  James  K. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  37 

Daloz,  L.  H.,  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  on  account  of  foul   water  supply 
c  320 

Dalton  Street  Footbridge. 

transfer  of  appropriation:  see  Fire  Department 

Damrell  Street  and  Dorchester  Avenue, 
abandonment  of  easement:  see  Piblic  Lands 

Dana,  Gertrude. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  fall  c  320 

Dana,  Meyer. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  break  in  main  sower  c  37 


DAVIS 


(20) 


DOOLEY 


Davis,  Anna  L. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect  c  272;  petition, 
compensation  for  injuries  caused  bv  falling  over  catch-basin  cover 
c295 


Davis,  Frederick  S. 

notice  of  appointment  as  deputy  commissioner  of  vital  statistics  c  362 


Day,  Clifton  S. 

petition,   compensation  for  damage  to  motor  truck  by  snow  and  ice 
falling  from  building  c  251 


Day  Labor  Force. 

c  331,  332 

Day  Labor  Work. 

c  327-330 

Day  off  for  Policemen.     (See  Police  Department.) 


Day  Street. 

sidewalk:  schedule  of  cost  with  orders  to  assess  and   collect,  passed 
c  176 


Dean,  May  L. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  blasting  e  261 ' 

« 

De  Bock,  J.,  Estate. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  expense  incurred  on  account  of 
stoppage  in  main  sewer  c  372 

Debt  Incurring  Power  in  1916. 

c37 

Debts  Incurred  in  1916. 

c  37 

De  Camillio,  Ernesto. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  c  372 

Deer  Island. 

power  plant:  see  Penal  Institutions 

Definition  of  Words  Used  in  Minutes. 

The  following  words  and  phrases  as  used  in  these  minutes  shall,  unless 
a  contrary  intention  clearly  appears,  have  the  following  meanings, 
respectively: 

The  words  "officer,"  "officers"  and  "administrative  officers,"  when 
used  without  qualification  or  description,  shall  mean  any  person  or 
persons  in  charge  of  any  department,  bureau  or  division  of  the  city. 
The  said  words  when  used  in  contrast  with  a  board  or  members  of  a 
board,  or  with  bureau  or  division  heads,  shall  mean  any  of  the  persons 
in  sole  charge  of  a  department  of  the  city. 

The  word  "ordinance"  shall  mean  a  vote  or  order  of  the  mayor  and 
city  council  entitled  "ordinance"  and  designed  for  the  permanent 
regulation  of  any  matter  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  mayor  and 
city  council  as  laid  down  in  the  charter. 

The  term  "registered  voter"  shall  mean  a  voter  qualified  to  vote  for 
elective  officers. 

Delano,  Raymond  P. 

petition  to  sell  land,  Columbia  rd.  c  361-taken  up,  referred  to  committee 
on  finance  c  352 

Denning,  John  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  change  of  grade  e  7 


Department  Transfers.     (See  Appropriations.) 
DeRosa,  Philip. 

petition,  compensation  for  horse  shot  by  police  c  254 


DeSisto,  Raffaele. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  while  working  for  the  city 
c320 


DeVito,  John  A. 

petition  for  refund  of  portion  of  fee  paid  for  occupation  of  street  c  110 

DiBasi,  Felippo. 

petition,  compensation  for  injury  to  horse  by  water  wagon  c  254 

Dickerman,  Harris  N. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  overflow  of  hydrant  c  54 

Dilapidated  Buildings. 

report  on  message  of  mayor  (referred  in  1914),  relative  to  c  386 

Dillon,  John. 

appointed  park  and  recreation  commissioner  c  116 

DiMatteo,  Martino. 

contracts  c  325 

Doherty,  Annie. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  280;  order,  accepting  act  authorizing  pension, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  273-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  274;  order  to  allow  and  pay  a  pension  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
six  dollars  a  year,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  283-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  286 

Doherty,  D.  Frank. 

notice  of  resignation  as  superintendent  of  supplies  c  296 

Doherty,  Roger. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  30-granted  c  31 

Doherty,  Mrs.  W.  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  surface  water  c  43 

Dolan,  John. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  232-granted  e  235 

Donahoe,  Thomas. 

petition  for  retirement  c  115-granted  c  11' 

Donahue,  Michael. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  280-refused  c  334 

Donnaruma,  James  V. 

appointed  infirmary  trustee  o  302-confirmed  by  civil  service  c  344 

Donovan,  Ethel  C. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  7,  12 

Dooley,  John. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  boat  by  a  boat  of  the  city  of 
Boston  c  227 


DOPKEEN 


(21) 


ELECTION 


Dopkeen,  D.  N. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  awning  by  a  watering  cart  c  272 

Dorchester. 

branch  reading  room,  Meeting  House  Hill:  see  Library  Department 

park  in  center:  see  Park  Department 

police  station:  see  Public  Buildings  Department 

streets  needing  repairs  c  162 

Dorchester  Avenue, 
granite  blocks  on  concrete  base:  cost  c  196 

Dorchester  Bay. 

improvement:  order  that  chapter  274  of  Special  Acts  of  1916  relative 
to  improvement  of  Old  Harbor  is  hereby  accepted,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  112-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  113 

Douse,  George  N. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  boiler  c  193 

Dover  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  275 

Dover  Street  Bath. 

statistics:  order  that  commissioners  submit  statement  of  number  of 
persons  who  used  bath  from  October  14,  1898,  to  January  1,  1916, 
passed  c  8;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communica- 
tion from  chairman  of  park  commissioners  relative  to,  placed  on 
file  c  14 

Downey,  Charles. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  a  defective  sewer  c  54 

Doyle,  Mary. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  because  of  defect  c  249 

Drawbridges. 

signs:  ordinance  concerning  speed  of  street  cars,  referred  to  commit- 
tee on  ordinances  c  312 

Drawbridges,    Highway,    Safeguarding.     (See  Highway 
Draw  bridges.) 

Drinking  Fountains. 

ice:  see  Public  Works  Department 
Driver,  Arthur  H. 

petition,  compensation  for  a  hearing  on  claim  on  account  of  injuries 
c301 

Drobeis  &  Green. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  overflow  of  hydrant  c  54 

Duffey,  Elizabeth  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  the  bursting  of  a  water  pipe 
c280 

Duncanson,  William. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  110 

Dunn,  James. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  repaid  amount  paid  to  the  city  for  taxes 
C295 


Dustoline  For  Roads  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  by  police  patrol  auto  c  272 

Dyer,  Martha  H. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  stoppage  of  drain  c  210 


Eagle  Hill  Reservoir. 

converting  into  playground:  order  that  park  commissioners  be 
requested  to  report  cost,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  364 

transfer:  order  to  transfer  from  park  department  e  354,  355,  passed 
c  355;  communication  from  the  mayor,  placed  on  file  c  348 

use  of  property:  order  that  metropolitan  sewerage  and  water  com- 
mission be  requested  to  furnish  information  relative  to  future  use  of 
property,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  265-communication  from 
the  metropolitan  water  and  sewerage  board,  by  its  secretary,  placed 
on  file  e  344,  345-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  266;  communication 
from  the  mayor  vetoing  order  c  359,  360-placed  on  file  c  360 


Earle,  John  J. 

order  to  pay  widow   an   annuity   of  S300,  referred   to  executive    com- 
mittee c  297,  298-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  299 


East  Boston. 

court    accommodations:    see    County    of   Suffolk   Accommodations, 
East  Boston  Court 

Eagle  Hill,  reservoir  property:  see  Eagle  Hill  Reservoir  Property 

old  reservoir:  see  Park  and  Recreation  Department 

sale  of  police  station:  see  Police  Department 

streets  needing  repairs:  c  161 


East  Boston  Ferry  Tunnel  Tolls. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  an  appropriation 
of  $77,910,  passed  c  6 


East  Boston  Marginal  Freight  Railroad. 

order  that  the  executive  committee  be  requested  to  consider  and  report 
what  action,  if  any,  should  be  taken  by  the  city  council  in  reference 
to  proposed  legislation  relative  to  charter  of  said  company,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  23-report,  with,preamble  and  order  relative 
to,  accepted,  passed  c  25 


East  Concord  Street, 
sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  219 

Eilertsen,  Gertrude. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  watering  cart  c  264 


Election  Department. 

appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  c  119 

commissioner:  notice  of  appointment  of  John  B.  Martin  c48-approved 
0  105;  notice  of  designation  of  John  M.  Minton  as  chairman  c  48 

expenses  of  special  primary:  communication  from  the  mayor  and 
election  commissioners  with  order  for  transfer  of  54,976.16  from  the 
Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  27S-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  2S6 

jury  list:  communication  from  the  city  clerk  transmitting  order  that 
each  name  be  written  on  a  separate  ballot  and  placed  in  box,  passed 
c43 

printing  of  notice  of  polling  places:  communication  from  tlu>  mayor 
transmitting  communication  from  the  election  commissioners,  with 
order  to  transfer  sum  of  SI, 51 5. 50  from  Uescrw  Kxmd,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  2 t8-rcpott,  accepted,  order  passed  c  251 

returns:  order  for  malting  arrangements  for,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee o  265   report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  260 

state  election:  notice  of  e  2S3 


ELECTION 


(22) 


FINANCE 


Election  Returns. 

notice  of  c  362 

Elms,  Charlotte  L. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  9 

Embargo  on  Food.     (See  Food  Embargo  by  United  States.) 
Emery  Wilkin  Company. 

petition  to  erect  building,  Norwell  St.,  in  which  city  has  taken  easement 
c349 

Engine  Company  8,  Salem  Street. 

remodeling:  see  Fire  Department 

Engine  House,  Mattapan.     (See  Fire  Department.) 
Engle,  Mrs.  Fannie. 

petition,  compensation  for  injury  to  son  by  ash  team  c  254 

Ernst,  Frank  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  a  broken  water  pipe  c  227 

Estimated  Amount  of  Indebtedness. 

that  may  be  legally  incurred  within  the  debt  limit  during  the  municipal 
year  c  37 

Evacuation  Day. 

holiday:  order  to  allow  to  all  city  employees  participating  in  parade, 
passed  c  20 

Executive, 
committee:  appointed  c  5 

Expenses   of    Special    Primary.     (See   Election    Depart- 
ment.) 

Explosives. 

notices  of  intention  to  continue  use  of  premises  for:  granted 
c2,  3,  7,9,  16,20,38,43,47,48,55,56,  106,  112,115,154,  160,  176,  181, 
182,  198,  207,  223,  224,  228,  232,  244,  249,  259,  260,  273,  280,  296,  302, 
341,  363,  369,  372,  378 


Fallon,  Daniel. 

petition  to  be  retired,  granted  c  200 

Faneuil  Hall. 

renovation  of:  see  Public  Buildings  Department 


Faneuil  Improvement  Society. 

preambles  and  resolves  relative  to  extension  of  fire  limits  in  Brighton, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  30 


Faneuil  Street,  Brighton, 
easement  of  land :  see  Public  Lands 

Fanning,  W.  H. 

petition  for  rebate  of  portion  of  water  tax  c  153 


Farley,  E.  J. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  labor  on  water  service  c  43 

Farrell,  J.  Walter. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  automobile  c  110 


Farrell,  Katherine  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  a  defective  sewer  c  54 

Ferry,  John. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  181-granted  c  191 


Finance. 

committee:  appointed  c  5;  reports  c  232, 


233 


Street  Laying 


appropriation  fcr  construction   of  highways: 

Out  Department 

appropriation  for  sewerage  work:  see  Public  Works  Department 

bath  house  and  gymnasium,  Ward  5:  see  Park  and  Recreation 
Department 

bath  house,  West  End:  see  Bath  House,  West  End 

bridge  over  Brookline  ave.:  see  Brookline  Avenue 

chairman  of  committee:  Coun.  Attridge  appointed  c  224 

convenience  station,  Grove  Hall:  c  313 

courthouse.  Forest  Hills:  see  West  Roxbury 

examination   of-  budget  by  city  council,  saving  of  time   in:  see 

City  Council 

extension  of  Belgrade  ave.:  see  Belgrade  Avenue 

fire  protection  and  heating,  Long  Island:  see  Long  Island 

high  pressure  fire  service:  see  Public  Works  Department 

highway  loans:  see  Street  Laying-Out  Department 

land  for  out-patients  department:  c  298 

loan  for  Charles  River  Basin:  see  Charles  River  Basin 

loan  for  Consumptives'  Hospital  buildings:  c  298 

loan,  Savin  Hill  Playground:  see  Savin  Hill  Playground  and  Beach 

loans  authorized  but  not  issued:  see  Loans  . 

municipal  building,  West  Roxbury:  see  Municipal  Building,  West 
Roxbury 

new  police  station,  Hyde  Park:  see  Police  Department 

North  End  Park:  see  North  End  Park 

North  End,  public  park:  see  North  End,  Public  Park,  Morton  Street 
District 

one  day  in  three  for  firemen:  report,  placed  on  file  c  311 

Parker  Hill  Playground:  see  Parker  Hill  Playground 

playground,  Carolina  ave.:  see  Playground,  Carolina  Avenue 

playground,  South  End:  see  Playground,  South  End 

police  station,  Court  sq.:  see  Police  Department 

power  plant,  Deer  Island:  see  Penal  Institutions  Department 

remodeling  Engine  8:  see  Fire  Department 

remodeling  fire  houses:  see  Fire  Department 

report  of  committee  on  various  papers:  c  232,  233 

report  of  sinking  fund  commissioners:  c  36,  37 

widening  Hyde  Park  ave.:  see  Hyde  Park  Avenue 

Finance  Commission. 

accounts  of  clerk  of  Superior  Civil  Court:  communication  relative 
to,  placed  on  file  c  190 

appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  c  148 

awarding  contracts:  communication  from  the  finance  commission 
relative  to  c  341;  communication  from  the  mayor  replying  to  report 
of  commission,  placed  on  file  c  339 

bitulithic  pavement:   answer  of  Guy  C.  Emerson  c  254  259 


FINANCE 
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FIREARMS 


|Finance  Commission,  continued. 

budget  items:  c  244-246 

changes  in  railroad  location,  South  Boston:  c  380,  381 

civic  center,  South  End:  see  City  Planning  Board 

contracts,  awarding  of:  see  Contracts 

improvements,  Long  Island:  c  350,  351 

nonadvertised  contracts:  e  372-374 

one  day  in  three  for  firemen:  e  16-18 

payment  of  city  employees  by  checks:  c  296,  297 

police  station,  Dorchester:  c  228 

report  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Van  Sickle:  see  School  Department,  or  Van  Sickle, 
Dr.  James  H. 

savings  by  segregated  budget:  communication  from  the  finance 
commission  submitting  letter  of  E.  S.  Morse  Company,  accountants, 
relative  to  c  249,  250-placed  on  file  c  250 

Stillman  and  Morton  st.  section:  e  322 

Strandway  and  Old  Harbor  improvements:  see  Strandway  and 
Old  Harbor  Improvements 

street  paving:  communication  from  Warren  Brothers  relative  to 
c  186-188-placed  on  file  c  188 

street  repairs:  see,  also,  Street  Repairs;  order  requesting  report  on, 
passed  c  284;  communication  from  the  finance  commission  trans- 
mitting tabulated  statement  c  322-332-referred  to  executive  committee 
c332 

Finances. 

topics  in  mayor's  address  c  3 

Financial    Condition    of    Various    City    Departments. 

(See  Appropriations.) 

Finkelstein,  Samuel. 

petition,  compensation  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  on  account  of  injuries 
c  105 

Finkovitch,  M.  (Inc.). 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  bursting  of  a  sewer  or  water 
pipe  c  7 

Fire  Department. 

annuities:  order  to  allow  and  pay  an  annuity  of  S300  to  widow  of 
John  T.  Stewart,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  224-report  ac- 
cepted, order  passed  c  229;  Calvin,  report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  266 

annuity  to  widow  of  Thomas  Boggs:  see  Boggs,  or  annuities 

appropriation,  Engine  House  19:  report,  accepted,  order  rejected 
e  268;  report,  accepted,  order  rejected  c  268 

appropriation   transfers:  see  Appropriations,  Transfers 

appropriations,  transfer:  communication  from  the  mayor  with  order 
for  transfer  from  footbridge,  Dalton  St.,  and  appropriation,  Parker 
Hill,  to  an  appropriation  for  Engine  House  19,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  249 

engine  house  No.  19:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  fire  commissioner  relative  to  condition  c  241, 
242;  order  to  transfer  appropriations,  etc.,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  242;  communication  from  the  mayor,  submitting  two  sub- 
stitute orders  discussed  c  274,  275— orders  rejected  c  275;  communica- 
tion from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  transfer  of  appropriations 
from  footbridge,  Dalton  St.,  and  appropriation  for  house  and  apparatus, 
Parker  Hill,  to  said  appropriation,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  271-report,  accepted,  order  rejected  c  274 

fire  station,  Hyde  Park:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communications  from  the  fire  commissioner  and  municipal  real 
estate  expert;  order  for  loan  of  $29,800,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  222;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order 
for  an  appropriation  of  $5,000,  referred  to  executive   committee  c  253 

fire  station,  Readville:  report  with  order  in  new  draft,  accepted, 
passed  c  233 

hours  of  labor:  report,  placed  on  file  c  311 

information  relative  to  number  of  men:  order  that  the  fire  com- 
missioner furnish  a  report  on  questions  given,  passed  c  39;  communi- 
cations from  the  mayor  and  fire  commissioner  relative  to,  giving 
detailed  information,  placed  on  file  c  42 


Fire  Department,  continued. 

motor  apparatus:  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  submit  an 
appropriation  in  the  budget  for  coming  fiscal  year  for,  passed  c  393 

Old  Municipal  Court  building:  839,000,  taken  up,  given  final  reading 
and  passage  c  250 

one  day  in  three:  communication  from  the  finance  commission 
submitting  a  report  on  ordinance  now  pending,  providing  for  one  day 
in  three  c  16-18-referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  18;  ordinance 
concerning,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  20;  communica- 
tion from  the  mayor  transmitting  report  of  fire  commissioner  on  order 
relative  to  c  35,  36-referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  36;  order 
that  fire  commissioner  furnish  city  council  with  his  opinion  on, 
passed  c  33-report,  placed  on  file  c  311;  resolution  relative  to,  referrfd 
to  executive  committee  c  318-report,  accepted,  resolution  rejected 
c  312,  313;  report  of  committee  on  ordinances  that  ordinance  ought 
not  pass,  discussed  c  302-3 11-rejected  c  311 

quarters  for  engine  company  on  Salem  st.:  order  that  the  fire 
commissioner  be  requested  to  submit  report  as  to  what  is  being  con- 
templated for  securing  suitable  quarters  on  a  larger  thoroughfare  for 
said  company,  passed  c  23 

remodeling  building,  Dorchester  St.:    report,  placed  on  file  c  232 

remodeling  Engine  Company  8,  Salem  st.:  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  fire  commissioner  relative 
to,  placed  on  file  c  28-report,  that  order  ought  to  pass  c  232-accepted, 
given  first  reading  and  passage  c  233— taken  up,  given  second  reading, 
passed  c  250;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  plans  and 
specifications  relative  to  necessary  alterations,  referred  to  committee 
on  finance  c  35;  order  for  loan  of  S22,500  to  oe  expended  for,  referred  to 
committee  on  finance  c  107-report,  placed  on  file  c  232 

remodeling  Engine  20,  Walnut  St.,  Neponset:  order  that  the  fire 
commissioner  give  an  estimate  of  cost  of  remodeling  and  modernizing 
houses  of  Engine  20  and  Ladder  No.  27,  passed  c  297 

remodeling  of  buildings  for  fire  houses:  order  that  §39,000  be 
appropriated  by  loan  for  improvement,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  107;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  commu- 
nication from  the  fire  commissioner  relative  to  c  348,  349-placed  on 
file  c  349 

remodeling  of  Engine  1:  communication  from  the  mayer  trans- 
mitting report  of  fire  commissioner  with  contemplated  changes  c  46— 
referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  46 

remodeling  Winthrop  st.  fire  house:  order  that  the  fire  commis- 
sioner furnish  an  estimate  of  cost  of  remodeling  fire  house  for  auto- 
mobile engine  and  hose  wagon,  passed  e  283;  communication  from  the 
mayor  and  fire  commissioner  giving  estimate  of  cost,  placed  on  file  c  390 

sprinklers:  report  on  communication  referred  in  1915,  placed  on  file 
c386 


Firearms. 

Anz alone,  F. :  petition  c  344-granted  c  347 

Bahn,  Moses,  et  al.:  petitions  c  110-granted  c  113 

Beckwith,  Samuel:  petition  c  54-granted  c  57 

Beckwith,  Samuel  J.,  &  Co.:  petition  to  sell  c  22-granted  c  25 

Berman,  A.,  et  als.:  petitions  c  160-granted  c  171 

Bohn,  Coleman:  petition  c  232 

Castle  Square  Military  Range:  petition  c  273-granted  c  274 

Cohen,  Charles:  Cross  st.,  petition  c  153-granted  c  155 

Cohen,  Jacob:  petition  c  55-granted  c  57 

Cuillo,  C,  &  Brothers:  Salem  St.,  petition  c  115-granted  c  117 

Davis,  Lazarus:  Washington  St.,  petition  c  153-granted  c  155 

Einstein,  Charles:  Washington  St.,  petition  e  115-granted  c  117 

Ferri,  Marciano:  Salem  St.,  petition  c  115-granted  c  117 

Fredberg,  Samuel:  petition  c  369-granted  c  370 

Freidman,  Philip:  petition  c  55-granted  c  57 

Friedman,  Samuel:  petition,  permit  c  210-granted  c  220 

Glessinger,  Hyman:  petition  c  181-granted  c  191 

Glodt  &  Sisson:  petition  c  181-granted  o  191 

Grout,  Edward  A.,  &  Co.:  petition  c  153-granted  c  155 

Hermon,  Echel:  petition  c  55-granted  c  57 

Hyde  Park  Loan  Company:  petition  c  55-granted  c  57 

J.  White's  Sons:  Hanover  St.,  petition  c  16-granted  c  21 

Kaufman,  Max:  petition  to  sell  c  362 

Klein  &  Pearlstein:  Beach  st.,  petition  c  227-granted  c  229 

Kneeland  Loan  Company:  petition  to  sell,  granted  c  200 

Lekkovich,  Louis:  Merrimac  st.,  petition  c  115-granted  c  117 

Lkfkovitch,  Max  II.:  petition  c  105-grantcd  c  107 

Lipkin,  Abraham:  Green  st.,  petition  c  153-granted  c  155 

Mandklst.vm,   S.  \\\:  petition  <■  232-granted  c  235 

Mongardi,  Giovanno:  petition  o  181-granted  c  191 
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Firearms,  continued. 

Page,  M.  S.,  &  Co.:  petition,  Salem  st.  c  227-granted  o  229 

Pakk  &  Pollard  Company:  petition  e  105-granted  c  107 

Pearlstein,  David:  Beach  st.,  petition  c  115-granted  c  117 

Pearlstein,  Maurice:  petition  c  369-granted  e  370 

Provident  Loan  Company:  petition  c  232-granted  c  235 

Resnick  and  Rinqold:  petition  e  249-granted  e  251 

Robinson,  Solomon:  Tremont  St.,  petition  c  153-granted  c  155 

Rosenberg,  Samuel  L.:  petition  c  55-granted  c  57 

Rosenthal,  Herman:  petition,  permit  c  223-granted  c  225 

Rosenthal,  Michael  F. :  petition  c  232-granted  e  235 

Segal,  Louis:   Hanover  St.,  petition  c  115-granted  e  117 

Sisonsky,  Hyman:  petition  c  369-granted  c  370 

Solstein,  Sam:  petition  c  369-granted  c  370 

South  End  Loan  Office:  petition  c  43-granted  c  44 

S.  Simons  Hardware  Company:  petition,  license  to  sell  e  295-granted 

c  299 
Stone,  Joseph:  Pleasant  St.,  petition  c  115-granted  c  117 
Subway  Loan  Company:  petition  c  193 
Suffolk  Loan  Office:  petition  e  349-granted  c  353 
Tosi  Music  Company:  petition,  license  for  firearms  e  295-granted  e  299 
Weinfeld  &  Co.,  M.:  petition  c  55-granted  c  57 
White,  J.,  &  Sons:  petition  c  242 

William  Read  &  Sons,  Inc.:  petition  c  16-granted  c  21 
Yazner,  Morris  L.:  petition  c  153-granted  e  155 

Fire  Hazard. 

committee:  appointed  c  5 

Fire  Prevention  Commission. 

regulation  relative  to  transportation,  storage  and  sale  of  inflammable 
fluids  e  111 

Fire  Protection. 

topics  in  mayor's  address  e  2 

Fisher,  Louis. 

petition  to  be  refunded  the  amount  of  fee  paid  for  a  permit  for  build- 
ing which  cannot  be  used  under  the  new  law  c  7 

Fitzgerald,  Edward  V. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  collision  with  city 
automobile  c  295 

Fitzgerald,  Ernest. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  fire  department  appa- 
ratus c  301 

Flanigan,  Ray  C. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  hat  caused  by  a  decoration  blown 
from  a  pole  c  227 

Flix,  Joseph. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  bursting  of  water  main  c  37 

Florence  Street,  Ward  23. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  11 

Flynn,  Thomas. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  55-granted  c  57 

Flynn,  Timothy  T. 

petition  to  be  retired  o  55-granted  c  57 

Foley,  Margaret. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  fall  c  227 


Foley,  Michael  J. 

notice  of  appointment  as  sanitary  inspector  c  22 

Food  Embargo  by  United  States. 

communication  from  the  mayor  with  resolutions  relative  to,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  349 

Ford,  Daniel  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  park  and  recreation 
department  employees  c  37 

Ford,  Thomas  F. 

petition  for  retirement  c  301-granted  c  312 

Forest  Hills. 

changes  at  elevated:  see  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
courthouse  site:  see  Public  Buildings  Department 

Forest  Hills  Cemetery. 

exchange  of  land:  see  Public  Lands 

Forest  Hills,  Courthouse  in  Square.     (See  West  Roxbury 
Courthouse.) 

Forsyth  Street. 

changing  name  from  Bryant  st.  to:  c  378 

Foster,  Adams  &  Qibbs  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  goods  by  watering  cart  c  280 

Fotch,  Mrs.  A.  B. 

petition  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for  a  fall  on  sidewalk  c  54 

Fowl. 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah:  payment  for  loss  of  fowl,  granted  c  230 
Thornton,  John  P.:  report  with  order  to  pay  for  loss  of  fowl  killed  by 
dogs  (referred  last  year),  accepted,  passed  c  10,  11 

Fowler,  William  P. 

appointed  overseer  of  the  poor  c  154-notice  from  civil  service  c  154- 
approved  c 182 

Fox,  Henry. 

order  accepting  act  authorizing  pension,  referred  to  executive  commits 
tee  e  273-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  274 

Franklin  Street,  Brighton. 

alteration  of  crossing:  notice  from  public  service  commission   amend- 
ing decree  dated  September  22,  1914,  relative  to  c  362 

Frederick  Douglass  Square. 

designating   by   sign:  order   authorizing,   referred   to   committee    on 
public  lands  c  386-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  392,  393 

Freight    Terminal    Facilities.     (See    New    York,    New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company.) 

French,  Annie  E.  and  Agnes  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  surface  water  c  54 

Frost,  Elizabeth. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  c  105 
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Funded  Debts. 

outside  the  debt  limit  c  37;  within  the  debt  limit  c  37 


Qainey,  Margaret. 

petition,   compensation   for   damages,   Gainsborough   St.,   by   defective 
sewer  c  22 


Gallop's  Island. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  orders  for  warranty  deed, 
referred  to  executive  committee  e  314;  communication  from  city 
conveyancer,  report,  accepted,  orders  passed  c  315 

transfer:  communciation  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communica- 
tions from  the  corporation  counsel  and  United  States  treasury  de- 
partment, and  order  authorizing  the  mayor  to  convey  in  a  suitable 
manner  and  for  a  suitable  consideration,  the  island  and  building? 
thereon  to  the  United  States  of  America,  given  first  reading  and 
passage  c  288-taken  up,  given  second  reading  and  passage  c  312; 
communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  a  copy  of  estimate  of 
new  construction,  placed  on  file  a  265 

Galvin,  James  F. 

annuity  to  widow,  report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  266 


Gardner,  Mrs.  George  H. 

petition,  compensation  for  boiler  burst  because  of  the  bursting  of  water 
main  caused  by  blasting  c  254 

Garnett,  Edward. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  110 

Gas  and  Electric  Light  Commission. 

report  no  further  action  necessary  on  petition  of  Thomas  A.  Niland  et  al. 
(referred  last  year),  to  fix  prices  c  386 

Gately,  Mary. 

order  that  chapter  235  of  Special  Act  of  1916,  relative  to  payment  of 
money  to  Grant  and  Olive  P.  Gately  or  their  legal  guardian,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  364-report,  referred  to  next  government  c  380 

Gately,  Michael  J. 

petition  to  be  retired,  granted  c  200 

Gaudio,  Annie  Del. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  110 

General  and  Special  Acts  and  Resolves  Passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts.  (See  Legislative 
Matters.) 

General  Court.     (See  Legislative  Matters.) 

General  Heath  Square. 

changing  name  of  Heath  sq.  to:  order  for  change,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  public  lands  c  345-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  351 

Gerrior,  Simon  J. 

petition,  for  refund  of  fee  for  building  permit  c  47 

Gibson,  Charles. 

notice  of  resignation  as  park  commissioner  c  48 

Gilbert,  Rose. 

petition,  compensation  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for  injuries  caused 
by  a  fall  c  272 


Ginty,  Edward  F. 

petition,   compensation    for  damage  to  clothing  by  street  traffic  sign 
pole  c  254 


Glennon,  Patrick. 

petition  for  pension  c  264-granted  c  266 

Glynn,  Thomas  H.,  et  al. 

petition,  reading  room,  Meeting  House  Hill  c  22-report,  referred  to  trus- 
tees of  library  c  31 

Goddard,  Laura  P. 

petition,  compensation  for  expense  incurred  on  account  of  change  of 
grade  c  320 

Goffin,  Frances  B. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  fence  c  249 

Goldman,  Bella. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  a  boiler  which  burst  because  of 
the  shutting  off  of  water  c  249 

Goods,  Weighers  of. 

Fulton  Dean,  appointed  c  153-confirmed  c  163;  Richard  O.  Rouse, 
appointed  c  153-confirmed  c  163;  Edward  F.  McCormack,  appointed 
c  153-confirmed  c  163;  Benjamin  Barry,  appointed  c  5-confirmed  c  10; 
Peter  F.  Kerr,  appointed  c  46-confirmed  c  56;  appointed  c  109-con- 
firmed  c  217;  John  McGuire,  appointed  c  109-confirmed  c  117; 
William  C.  Wilson,  appointed  c  41-confirmed  c  49;  Charles  P.  Jacobs, 
appointed  c  180-confirmed  c  208;  John  Mahoney  et  al.,  appointed 
c  180;  Francis  M.  Campbell,  appointed  c  262-eonfirmed  e  274; 
Chester  F.  Cleaves  et  al.,  appointed  c  314-confirmed  c  351;  Chester 
B.  Hayden,  appointed  c  335-confirmed  c  345;  John  A.  Hull  &  Co., 
Edward  J.  Bacon,  Henry  H.  Tarr,  appointed  c  367-confirmed  c  374; 
Eugene  McLean  et  al.,  appointed  c  237-eonfirmed  e  250;  Timothy 

E.  Moran,   appointed   a   231-confirmed   c   250;   Denis   Lowney,    ap- 
pointed for  Boston  k  Maine  Railroad  c  231-confirmed  c  250;  Bernard 

F.  Travers,  appointed  c  316-confirmed  e  342;  Francis  M.  Campbell, 
appointed  c  262 

Gookin,  Margaret  J. 

appointed  overseer  of  the  poor  c  154-notice  from  civil  service  c  154 

Gourley,  John  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  15 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  Primary  Proclamation. 

c280 

Governor's  Island. 

information  from  park  commissioners:  c  29 

Gragg,  Emma  R. 

petition  for  hearing  in  regard  to  improving  conditions  in  certain  de- 
partments of  the  city  c  362-placed  on  file  c  365 

Grain,  Measurers  of. 

Frank  M.  Mayer,  appointed  e  210-confirmed  c  225 

Gramzow,  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  o  54 

Granite  Avenue  Bridge, 
transfer  of  appropriation:  c  314 

Granite  and  Wood  Block  Contracts. 

0.323 


GRANITE 


(26) 


HEALEY 


Granite  Street. 

track:  American  Sugar  Refinery,  location,  granted  c  182, 

Grant,  Bernard  B.,  Contracts. 

c  323,  324 

Gray,  Ellen  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  by  city  team  c  254 

Gray,  Jasper. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  and  damage  to  clothing  c  54 

Greeley,  Michael  J. 

petition  to    be  retired  c  22-granted  c  25 

Greenwood,  Maurice. 

petition  to  be  retired  e  378-granted  c  380 


Gregori,  Antonio. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  a  window  broken  and  goods  damaged  by  truck 
of  park  and  recreation  department  c  47 


Gross  Funded  Debt. 


Grove  Hall. 

convenience  station:  see  Health  Department 

Grover,  Mrs.  Emma  C. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  because  of  a  defect  c  295 


Hagan,  Henry  E.,  Councilor. 

elected :  president  of  the  city  council  c  4 

appointed:  committee  on  appropriations,  executive,  finance,  ordinances. 
c5 

orders  offered:  sidewalk,  St.  Cecilia  st.  c  11 
sidewalk,  Belvidere  st.  c  11 
sidewalk,  Scotia  st.  c  11 
sidewalk,  Belfast  st.  c  11 
holiday,  Evacuation  Day  c  20 

legislation  concerning  East  Boston  Marginal  Freight  Railroad  c  23 
opinion  concerning  day  off  for  firemen  c  33 
Smith-Hughes  bill  c  44 
reservoir  for  playground  purposes  c  44 
legal  question,  segregated  budget  c  48 
payment  of  city  employees  by  check  c  112 
roping  off  streets  c  155 
roping  for  drill  exercises  c  174 
abolition  of  bell  ringing  c  190 
resolution  concerning  street  repairs  c  220 
Eagle  Hill  Reservoir  c  265 
arrangements  for  election  returns  c  265 
information  concerning  award  of  contracts  c  299 
roping  off  streets,  appropriation  c  315 
sidewalk,  Monadnoek  st.  c  334 
paj'ment  of  employees  by  check  c  342 
investigation  of  nonadvertised  contracts  c  342 
widening,  Oakland  st.  c  347 
reservoir  playground,  East  Boston  c  354 
East  Boston  Reservoir,  playground  e  354 
illuminating  Meridian  st.  c  355 
pay  of  city  laborers  c  391 

remarks:  election  as  president  c  4,  5 
appropriation  street  repairs  c  152 
appropriation  for  street  improvements  c  214,  215 
improvement,  Engine  House  No.  19  c  275 
investigation  of  nonadvertised  contracts  c  342 
East  Boston,  reservoir  for  playground  c  347,  348,  354 
wages  of  city  laborers  c  391,  392 
closing  address  c  395 


Hall,  A.  O. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Washington  st.  c  344 

Hamilton,  Frank  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  c  382 

Hamilton,  Harold  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  because  of  a  defective 
walk  c  210 

Hannon,  Catherine  J. 

petition  for  hearing  on  her  claim  on  account  of  injuries  received  c  110 

Hannon,  Thomas. 

petition  for  retirement  c  105-granted  c  107 

Hardy,  John  D. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  overflow  of  sewage  c  264 

Harley,  William  Albert. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  damage  to  property  by  the  burst- 
ing of  water  main  c  249 

Harrigan,  Daniel  F.,  et  al. 

petition  for  retirement  c  246-granted  c  246 

Harrington,  Agnes. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  37 

Harris,  Boynton. 

petition  c  47-granted  e  48 

Harris,  James. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  55-granted  c  57 

Harrison  Avenue. 

restrictions  on  land:  see  Public  Lands 

Harvard  Street  and  Rutherford  Avenue,  Charlestown. 
wood  block  pavement:  cost  c  196 

Hastings  Street. 

sidewalks:  report  and  order  for  construction,  accepted,  passed  c  178 

Hay  Scales. 
Roxbury  hay  scales:  John  F.  Martin,  appointed  c  175-confirmed  c  191 

Hay  and  Straw,  Pressed  or  Bundled. 

James  E.  Shea  et  al.,  appointed  inspectors  c  180-confirmed  c  208; 
Edward  J.  Brown,  appointed  c  226-confirmed  c  234;  Cashman  B. 
Shaler,  appointed  c  269-confirmed  c  284;  C.  B.  Shaler,  confirmed 
c  384;  Clarence  A.  Wentworth,  J.  D.  Beasley,  appointed  c  238-con- 
firmed  c  250;  E.  J.  Brown,  confirmed  c  224;  Vincent  F.  Kodad, 
appointed  c  238-confirmed  c  250 

Hayes,  Katie. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  blasting  c  301 

Healey,  William  H.  M.,  etal. 

petition  for  modification  of  restrictions  on  land,  Riverway  e  340-report, 
with  order  for  modifications,  discussed  c  366-accepted,  order  given 
first  reading  and  passage  c  365,  366-taken  up,  given  final  reading 
and  passage  c  374 


, 


HEALTH 


(27) 


HOUSE 


Health  Department. 

convenience  station,  Grove  Hall:  order  to  furnish  estimate  of  cost, 
passed  c  283;  communication  from  the  mayor  and  health  commis- 
sioner giving  cost,  placed  on  file  c  291 

maritime  sanitary  inspector:  notice  of  appointment  of  Thomas  A. 
Lulligan  c  22 

sanitary  inspector:  Michael  J.  Foley,  appointed  c  22;  Daniel  J. 
Flanagan  and  Joseph  T.  O'Brien,  appointed  c  244 

vital  statistics:  Frederick  S.  Davis,  apoointed  deputy  commissioner 
c362 


Healy,  Maurice  M.,  et  al. 

petition,  compensation  for  loss  sustained  by  bursting  of  water  pipe  c  54 

Hearings  on   High  Cost  of  Living.     (See  High  Cost  of 
Living.) 

Heath  Square. 

changing  name  to  General  Heath  sq.:  see  General  Heath  Square 

Hebard,  Harry  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 


Height  of  Buildings. 

expenses:  communication  from  the  mayor  with  order  charging  expenses 
to  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  337-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  342 

report  of  commissioner:  ordered  printed  as  a  citv  document  (C. 
D.  114)  c  320 


Herculson,  Arthur. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  wagon  and  loss  of  horse  because 
of  projecting  limb  of  tree  c  254 


Hession,  John  H. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for   a  garbage  can  broken  by  city 
employees  c  301 


Hickery,  Ellen  L. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sewage  c  227 

Hickey,  John  F. 

appointed  examiner  in  building  department  c  116 


High  Cost  of  Living. 

resolution  requesting  hearings,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  352- 
report,  accepted,  resolution  passed  c  353 


High  Pressure  Fire  Service.     (See  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment.) 

Highway  Drawbridges. 

safeguarding:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  recom- 
mendation adopted  at  meeting  of  committee  appointed  to  consider 
.same  o  338-placed  on  file  and  ordered  printed  c  338 

Highway  Loans.     (See  Street  Laying  Out  Department.) 

appropriation  for  construction  of  highways:  order  for  loan  of 
$500,000,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  31 


Hilbrunner,  Mrs.  Delia. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  sewage  c  210 


Hill,  Nathaniel  G. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  fire  apparatus  c  210 

Hillson,  Mary. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  from  a  fall  e  320 


Holbrook  Street. 

sidewalks:  A.  H.  Flower  et  al.,  petition  c  232-report,  accepted,  order 
for  construction,  passed  e  235 


Holiday,  March  17.     (See  Evacuation  Day.) 


Holm,  Mrs.  Mary  C. 


petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect  in  street  crossing 
c  389 


Holmes,  Margaret  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  street  mud  c  249 

Holmes,  Mrs.  Jennie  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  street  mud  o  249 


Horan,  Matilda  A. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  damages  by  change  of    grade    of 
street  c  339 


Horton,  P.  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  c  264 

Hospital  Department. 

appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  and  trustees  trans- 
mitting order  for  transfer  from  Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  for 
food  and  ice,  referred  to  executive  committee  e  271-report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  274 

appropriations,  transfers:  see  Appropriations;  communication  from 
the  mayor  -transmitting  communication  from  the  trustees  with  order 
for  transfer,  referred  to  executive  committee  e  292-report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  299-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  334 

trustee:  Joseph  P.  Manning,  appointed  c  55-approved  by  civil  service 
c  111;  notice  of  reorganization,  A.  Shuman,  president;  J.  P.  Manning, 
secretary  c  111;  Dr.  Henry  S.  Rowen.  appointed  c  362;  communica- 
tion from  the  civil  service  commission  requesting  information  c  370- 
confirmed  c  378 

salary  increases:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  com- 
munication from  the  hospital  trustees  relative  to,  c  50,  51-referred  to 
committee  on  appropriations  c  51-placed  on  file  c  163 


Hospitals,  Unnecessary  Noise  Near. 

Department.) 


(-See   Public   Works 


Hours  of  Labor,  Public  Works  Department.     (See  Public 
Works  Department.) 

House  of  Correction,  County  of  Suffolk. 

additional  appropriation  c  221 

boilers:  communication  from  the  mayor  and  heating  engineer  with 
order  for  transfer  of  $400  from  Reserve  Fund,  referred  i"  executive 
committee  c  278,  279-report,  accepted,  order  passed  e  2S6 

increase  of  pensions:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  Joseph  A.  Wiggin  and  Llewellyn  Lincoln,  relative 
to  pensions,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  301 

House  of  Detention  for  Women. 

matrons:  order  establishing  pay,  discussed  o  37s,  .".7'.i  referred  to 
committee  on  county  accounts  c  379-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c391 


HUGHES 


(28) 


KELLY 


Hughes,  Thomas  C. 

petition  for  retirement  c  372-gvanted  c  380 

Hurd,  Louise  S. 

petition  to  be  refunded  portion  of  gypsy  moth  assessment  c  232 


Hurley,  Dennis  J. 

petition  to  be  paid  amount   of   salary  lost   on   account   of   injuries   re- 
ceived while  a  member  of  the  fire  department  c  295 


Hurwitz,  Ida. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  wheelbarrow  used  by 
city  employees  c  280 


Hyde  Park. 

fire  station:  see  Fire  Department 
fire  station  in  Readville:  see  Fire  Department 
new  police  station:  see  Police  Department 
streets  needing  repairs:  c  162 


Hyde  Park  Avenue. 

double  tracks:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  com- 
munication from  the  Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company  relative  to,, 
placed  on  file  c  269 

widening:  order  for  loan  of  8175,000  for,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  12;  cost  $175,000  e  208-report,  no  further  action  necessary 
c232 


Ice  for  Drinking  Fountains.     (See  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment.) 

Imperial,  Simon. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  bursting  of  water  main  c  37 

Inauguration  of  City  Council. 

c  1 

Incorporation  of  Parkman  Fund.     (-See  Parkman  Fund.) 
Increase  of  Wages  for  Laborers.     (See  City  Laborers.) 
Infirmary  Department. 

trustees:  James  V.  Donnaruma,  appointed  c  302-confirmed  c  344; 
Frank  L.  Brier,  appointed  c  242;  information  requested  by  civil 
service  commissioners  c  242-approved  by  civil  service  c  264 

Inflammable  Fluids. 

regulations  concerning  transportation,  storage  and  sale,  communication 
from  fire  prevention  commissioner,  placed  on  file  c  11 1 

Inspection  of  Prisons. 

committee:  appointed  c  5 

Inspection  of  Provisions. 

report:    c  386-388 


Institutions  Registration  Department. 

appropriation  transfers:    order  that  auditor  make  transfers   (given), 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  270 

Interpreters,  Municipal  Court.     (See  County  of  Suffolk.) 


Irrigation  Congress. 

communication  from  the  secretary  inviting  the  appointment  of  five 
delegates  to  attend  congress  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  October  14-26,  1916 
c260 


Jacobs,  Charles  J.,  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  death  of  a  horse  by  street  defect  c  340 

Johnson,  Oscar. 

petition  for  retirement  c  223-granted  c  225 


Johnson,  William. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  .caused  by  the  shutting  off  of  water 
c  110 


Johnston,  J.  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  refund  of  fee  paid  for  two  permits  for  building 
c37 


Jurors. 

drawn:  c  13,  26,  27,  34,  40,  46,  60,  61,  108,  149,  157,  180,  226,  237,  252, 
253,  262,  288,  290,  314,  335,  356,  358,  367,  376,  377 


Jury  List. 

communication  from  the  city'  clerk   transmitting  list;  order  to   cause 
names  to  be  written  on  a  separate  ballot  and  placed  in  box,  passed  c  43 


Juvenile  Court.     (See  County  of  Suffolk.) 


Kamian,  Kachador. 

petition,  compensation  for  windows  broken  by  fire  department  apparatus 
c  105 


Kapelman,  Kadish. 


petition,   compensation  to  be  paid  for  plate  glass  window  broken  by 
city  employees  c  249 


Karafotias,  Nicholas. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  sewer  construction  c  272 


Kearns,  William  F. 

notice  of  resignation  as  schoolhouse  commissioner  c  9 


Keating,  Marion  L. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  and  damage  to  clothing  o  37 

Kelly,  Hugh  D. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  overflow  of  sewer  c  272 

Kelly,  John. 

report  with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  386 


Kelly,  Michael. 

petition  for  retirement  c  9-granted  c  10 

Kelly,  Thomas. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  349-granted  c  353 


I 


KENNEDY 


(29) 


LAW 


Kennedy,  John. 

petition  for  retirement  c  301-granted  c  312 

Kennett,  R.  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  horse  by  falling  into  catch-basin 
c  115 


Kenney,  Michael. 

petition,  retirement  c  115-granted  c  117 

Kenney,  William  F. 

appointed  library  trustee  c  111;  notice  of  approval  c  154 

Kenny,  Thomas  J.,  Councilor. 

qualified:  c  1 

appointed:  committee  on  appropriations,  executive,  finance,  ordi- 
nances, claims,  fire  hazard,  inspection  of  prisons,  legislative  matters, 
printing,  public  lands,  rules  c  5 

orders  offered:  street  railway  location,  Pleasant  st.  c  6 
special  committee  on  rules  c  7 
bath  house,  South  Boston  c  12 
list  of  constables  c  20 
examination  of  constables  c  23 
bath  house,  Broadway  c  31 
tracks,  Pleasant  st.  c  39 
convenience  stations,  Marine  park  c  49 
improvement,  Old  Harbor,  Dorchester  Bay  c  112 
memoranda  concerning  street  repairs  c  113 
list  of  streets  needing  reconstruction  c  113 
salaries  of  South  Boston  court  officials  c  17S,  379 
supplementary  appropriation  bill  c  233 
operation  of  cars,  Washington  st.  c  375 
one  day  in  eight  for  policemen  c  352 

remarks:  confirmation  of  constables  c  10 

appointment  of  constables  c  20 

loan  in  anticipation  of  taxes  c  20 

confirmation  of  appointment  of  John  J.  Sullivan  c  24 

payment  to  mother  of  Ralph  T.  Shea  c  32,  33 

tracks,  Pleasant  st.  c  39 

changing  old  Station  6  to  bath  house  c  58 

constables  c  106 

sweeping  of  sidewalks  c  116 

plans  for  street  repairs  c  119 

report  on  budget  c  148 

appropriation  for  street  repairs  c  150-153 

bath  house,  South  Boston  c  158 
.   street  repairs  c  166-169 

money  for  street  repairs  c  172-174 

meetings  of  committee  on  appropriations  c  174 

printing  of  Dr.  James  H.  Van  Sickle's  report  c  194 

loan  for  street  repairing  c  196,  197 

next  meeting  c  198,  199 

meeting  of  committee  on  appropriations  c  208 

appropriation  for  street  construction  c  211-219 

improvement  of  Strandway  c  219 

supplementary  appropriation  bill  c  234 

next  meeting  c  235 

transfer  of  appropriations  e  267 

improvements,  engine  house  No.  19  c  275 

election  of  members  e  277 

one  day  in  three  for  firemen  c  303-305 

one  day  in  eight  for  policemen  c  352 

operation  of  cars,  Washington  st.  c  375 

opinion  of  Nathan  Matthews  e  170,  171 

changes  in  location,  South  Boston  c  381 

closing  proceedings  c  394 


Kerzner,  Rebecca. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  a  defect  in  highway  c  295 

Killacky,  John  E. 

petition  for  retirement  c  37-granted  c  44 

Kimball  Building. 

light  areas,  King's  Chapel  Burial  Ground:  sec  Public  Lands 

Kimball,  Charles. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  on  South  Ferry  c  37 


Kimball,  George  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  horse  and  pung  on  South  Ferry  c  37 

King's  Chapel  Burial  Ground. 

light  areas:  see  Public  Lands 

Klein,  Annie. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  fall  c  280 


Kneeland,  Fred  J. 

appointed  superintendent  of  public  buildings  c  296;  communication 
from  the  civil  service  commission  relative  to  c  295,  296;  no,tice  of 
confirmation  c  321 


Kraftis,  John. 

petition,  compensation  for  hearing  on  his  claim  on  account  of  injuries 
c  105 


Krateman,  Annie. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  an  accident  c  320 

Kreutel,  Ernest  D. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  by  defect  c  254 

Krinsky,  H. 

petition  to  be  repaid  amount  paid  by  him  for  a  street  occupation  permit 
c  54 

Kriteman,  Jacob. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  fail  c  232 

Kussmaul's  Express. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  truck  c  54 


Laborers, 
increase  of  pay:  nee  City  laborers 

Lahan,  Wadia. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  being  run  over  by  a  city 
ash  cart  c  320 

Lally,  Thomas  F. 

appointed  overseer  of  the  poor  c  232-confirmod  c  242 

Land  Court. 

additional  appropriation:  c  221 

Lands,  Public.     {See  Public  Lands.) 
Law  Department. 

alteration,  Broadway   Bridge:  sec  Broadway  Bridge 

lease  for  Spanish  War  Veterans,  Eustis  St.:  see  Spanish  War  Vet- 
erans 

opinion:    leave  of  absence,  county  employees  c  226;   sale  of  Police 
Station  6  c  227;  one  day  in  eight  for  policemen  c  362,  363 

opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel  Babson  1893:  c  184-1S6 

rights  of  owners  of  property   313-319  Washington  St.:  set  Wash- 
ington Street 

rebuilding  Beech  Street  Bridge:  sec  Beech  Street,  West  Hoxbury 

taking  of  land.  Walnut  St.,  Neponset:  sec  Nepousct 


LEATHER 


(30) 


LICENSES 


Leather,  Measurers. 

Karl  B.  Brooks,  appointed  c  5-confirmed  c  10;  Edward  H.  Mahoney, 
appointed  c  115-confirmed  c  155;  R.  J.  Bustead,  appointed  c  237- 
confirmed  c  250 


Lee,  Mrs.  Sarah  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  break  in  water  main  c  47 


Legislative  Matters. 

committee:  appointed  c  5 

act  relative  to  retirement  of  veterans: 


see  Retirement  of  Veterans 

see  Schools 


act  relative  to  school    agriculture    and   horticulture 

of  Agriculture  and  Horticulture 

building    legislation:  notice    from   recess    committee    of    hearing    at 
State  House  c  259 

day  off  for  policemen :  see  Police  Department 

East  Boston  Marginal  Freight  Railroad:  see  East  Boston  Marginal 
Freight  Railroad 

improvement  of  Old  Harbor,  Dorchester  Bay:  act  relative  to  c  112 

medical  service,  County  of  Suffolk:  see  County  of  Suffolk 

payment  to  mother  of  Ralph  T.  Shea:  see  Police  Department 

salaries  of  justices,  etc.,  of  South  Boston  Court:  order  accepting 
act,  establishing,  passed  c  342 

general  acts  and  resolves  passed  by  the  Legislature,  1916: 

Boston,  Citt  op: 

Charlestown  district  court  of,  second  assistant  clerk  of 

Municipal  Court  of,  additional  assistant  clerk  and  court   officer  in 

further  clerical  assistance  in 

interpreters  for  civil  sessions  of,  appointment  of 
registration  of  voters  in 
Roxbury  District  Court  of,  justice  of,  salary  established 

clerk  and  assistant  clerk  of,  salaries  established 
South  Boston  Municipal  Court  of,  justice,  clerk  and  assistant  clerk 

of,  salaries  established 
verification  of  lists  of  taxable  property  filed  with  assessors  of  taxes 

in,  how  made 
Ward  Street  Pumping  Station  in,  improvement  of 
embankment  of  Charles  River  Basin,  oetter  highway  approach  to 
port,  of,  directors  of,  abolished,  etc. 
to  accept  lands,  etc.,  in  connection  with  improvement  of  Maiden 

river 

special  acts  and  resolves  passed  by  Legislature,  1916: 

Boston,  City  of: 

Atlantic  Avenue  Elevated   Railway  structure    in,   investigation  as 

to  use  for  transfer  of  railroad  equipment  of 
Boylston  st.  in  construction  of  additional  station  in 
Brighton  district  in,  extension  of  road  in  Charles  river  reservation 

from  Newton  to,  investigation  of  route  for 
building  law  of,  amended 
buildings  in,  use  of  hard  burned  clay  and  concrete  in  construction  of 

certain 
disciplinary  day  schools  in,  commitment  of  certain  offenders  in 
elevated  railway  station  near  corner  of  Charles  and  Leverett  sts. 
investigation  as  to  construction  of 

fire  department,  charitable  association  of,  charter  amended 
freight  in,  investigation  as  to  cause  of  delays  in  handling 
lamplighters  in,  time  extended  within  which  appointments  may  be 

made  in  labor  service,  etc.,  of 
may  cancel  uncollectible  bills,  debts,  etc.,  payable  to 
may  construct  high  pressure  fire  pumping  station,  etc. 
may  grant  location  to  street  railway  company  in  Pleasant  st 
may  improve  Old  Harbor  part  of  Dorchester  Bay 
may  increase  pensions  of  Joseph  A.  Wiggin  and  Llewellyn  Lincoln 
may  lay,  etc.,  drain  across  land  of  commonwealth 
may  pay  annuity  to  widow  of  Joseph  H.  O'Toole 
may  pay  pension  to  James  F.  Merrill 

may  pay  sum  of  money  to  Grant  Gately  and  Olive  P.  Gately,  etc. 
may  pay  sum  of  money  to  mother  of  Ralph  T.  Shea 
may  pay  sum  of  money  to  widow  of  Charles  E.  Silloway 
may  re-employ  Patrick  Smith 

may  restore  Fred  L.  Carroll  to  membership  in  fire  department 
may  restore  Edward  L.  Rand  to  place  in  fire  department 
monument  to  Chevalier  de  Saint-Sauveur  in,  erection  of 
Municipal  Court  of  city  of,  court  officer  of,  Ambrose  H.  Abbott, 

pensioning   of,  may  pension  Henry  Fox 
Municipal  Printing  Plant  of,  vacations  for  employees  of 
new  subway  in  Dorchester  district  of,  report  on 
old  provincial  state  house  in,'  appropriation  for 
public  school  property  of,  use  for  social  and  civic  purposes  of 
reimbursing  for  pensioning  school  teachers 
retirement  of  certain  employees  of 
schools  in,  etc. 
sidewalks  in,  assessments  for 
Suffolk    School   for   Boys   in,    investigation   as   to    commonwealth 

acquiring 


Legislative  Matters,  continued. 

sums  payable  by  commonwealth  in  reimbursement  for  certain  pel 

sions  paid  retired  teachers  by,  disposition  of 
wires  and  electrical  appliances  in,  removing  or  placing  under  groun 

certain 
Elevated  Railway  Company,  financial  condition  of,  commission  to 

investigate 
port  of,  directors  of,  appropriation  for 

to  improve  channel  of  Town  river  in  Quincy 
state  hospital:  see  Hospital 
transit  commission,  to  investigate  as  to  new  subway  in  Dorchester 

district 
to  investigate  as  to  construction  of  elevated  railway  station  neaa 

corner  of  Charles  and  Leverett  sts. 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  may  increase  its  buildings  of 

real  and  personal  property 
and  Eastern  Electric  Railroad  Company,  time  extended  for  filing 

bond  by 
and  Maine  railroad  to  raise  grade  of  Commercial  st.  in  Lynn 

Lehy,  Geoffrey  B. 

elected  member  of  the  city  council  c  277 

appointed:  committee  on  county  accounts  c  312;  Parkman  Fundyj 
printing,  soldiers'  relief  c  312 

oaths:  administered  c  288 

orders  offered :  information  concerning  automobiles  c  345,  346;  protest??, 
against  city  tax  for  Boston  Elevated  Railroad  Company  c  370 ;    city 
automobiles  c  381 

remarks:  closing  proceedings  c  394 

Lennon,  Patrick. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  7-granted  c  10 

Levine   Brothers. 

petition,  permit  for  use  of  firearms  c  177-granted  c  178 

Lexington  Street,  East  Boston, 
granite  blocks,  concrete  base:  cost  c  196 

Library   Department. 

trustees:  Rev.  Arthur  T.  Connolly,  appointed  c  154-approved  by  civil 
service  commission  c  182 ;  notice  of  resignation  of  John  A.  Brett  c  154; 
William  L.  Kenney,  appointed  c  Ill-approval  c  154;  organization  c  154 

appropriations:  transfers  c  301 

reading  room,  Meeting  House  Hill:    petition  of  Thomas  H.  Glynn 
et  al.,  referred  to  committee  on  branch   libraries  c  22-report,  referred 
to  library  trustees  c  21;  communication  from  the  mayor  transnutting 
communication  from  the  chairman  of  the  trustees,  relative  to  e   360,    , 
361-placed  on  file  c  361 

branch    library.    Ward   23:  order  that  the  trustees    be   requested   toX| 
report  as  to  the  advisability  and  cost  of  establishing  a  branch  library, 
corner  Eldridge  road  and  Hyde  Park  ave.,  passed  c  231-234 

transfer  of  appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  recom-  ,, 
mending  passage  of  order  for  transfer  of  $5,305.16  from  appropriation 
for  building  addition  site  to  appropriation  for  central  library  building    i 
addition  c  52,  53— referred  to  executive    committee  c  53-report,  ac- 
cepted, order  passed  c  57-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage    ! 
c  112 

Licenses. 

children:  Moses  Caplan,  petition  c  43-granted  c  44 ;  Katy  Boyd  George, 
Isabelle  J.  E.  Stevens,  petition  c  16-granted  c21;  Rebecca G.  Heimen, 
petition  c  47-granted  c  48;  Frieda  Cohen,  M.  T.  Connell,  A.  M. 
Crowell,  A.  L.  De  Noyes,  Mrs.  William  H.  Marden,  M.  Paporello, 
Sheinfein  Lodge  Degree  Association,  Lilla  Viles  Wyman, petitions  c  54- 
granted  c  57;  T.  G.  E.  Stevens,  Eva  Goldberg,  T.  G.  O'Brien,  petition 
c  105-granted  c  107;  Boston  Newspaper  Club,  Isabel  Florence,  Marie 
Caporello,  Helena  Tortorella,  D.  Bloomfield,  Rebecca  Heiman,  Mar- 
garet J.  Butler,  E.  N.  Driscoll,  J.  J.  Richards,  C.  A.  Heffler,  Alice 
Jordan,  petition  c  110,  Ill-granted  c  113;  Eleanor  M.  Travers,  Hazel 
Boone,  petition  c  115-granted  c  117;  John  P.  Manning,  R.  G.  Heiman, 
Joseph  R.  Carleton,  petition  for  license  c  153-granted  c  155;  Annette 
Epstein,  Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association,  Winifred  E.  Collet,  peti- 
tions c  30-granted  c  31 ;  E.  A.  Sanford,  May  E.  Black,  Lilla  V.  Wyman, 
Catherine  M.  Madison,  petitions  c  181-granted  c  191;  AmyT.  Rawson, 
permit,  granted  c  200;  C.  D.  Faheney,  petition  c  210-granted  c  220; 
A.  Epstein,  petition  c  344-granted  c  347;  William  C.  Stewart;  Annette 
Epstein,  Samuel  Barshok,  petition  c  362-granted  c  365;  Jennie  M.l 
Trainor,  petition,  children  c  372-granted  c  374;  Magnes  Gillen  cl  al.,* 
petition  c  160-granted  c  171;  Wm.  L.  Aldrich  et  al.,  petition  c  349-Au 
granted  c  353;  Dorothy  Carmen,  petition  c  378-granted  c  380 
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Licenses,  continued. 

i     minors:  granted  c  10,  19,  23,  38,  44,  48,  55,  106,  112,  116,  163,  190, 
210,  224,  228,  232,  246,  265,  297,  341,  363,  370,  374,  378 


ILincoln,  Llewellyn. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from, 
relative  to  pension  received  for  services  at  House  of  Correction, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  301 


Lincoln  Monument. 

removal:  see  Art  Department 


Liquor  License  Fee. 

M.  J.  Murray,  petition  c  242-refused  c  286;   Kathinka  Brinson,  petition 
c  273-refused  c  286 


List  of  Streets  to  be  Reconstructed. 


Loan  in  Anticipation  of  Taxes.     (See  Loans.) 
Loans. 

appropriation  for  sewerage  works:  see  Public  Works  Department 

bath  house  and  gymnasium,  Ward  5:  see  Park  and  Recreation  De- 
partment 

bath  house,  Broadway:  see  Public  Buildings  Department 

completion  of  Strand  way:  see  Strandway,  South  Boston 

convenience  station,  Grove  Hall:  c  313 

cottage  building,  Consumptives'  Hospital:  see  Boston  Consump- 
tives' Hospital 

heating  improvements.  Long  Island:  see  Long  Island 

high  pressure  fire  service:  see  Public  Works  Department 

highway  loans:  see  Street  Laying-Out  Department 

Hyde  Park  ave. :  see  Hyde  Park  Avenue 

loan  for  fire  station,  Hyde  Park:  see  Fire  Department 

loan  for  remodeling  fire  houses:  see  Fire  Department 

loan  in  anticipation  of  taxes:  order  for  loan  of  $9,000,000  in  antici- 
pation of  taxes  for  current  municipal  year,  discussed  c  20,  21-referred 
to  executive  committee  c  21-taken  up,  given  first  reading  and  passage 
e  21-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  31 

loan  orders  in  force:  communication  from  the  city  clerk  relative  to 
loans  $500,000  and  $300,000  for  making  highways;  $165,000  high  pres- 
sure service,  $12,000  for  Carolina  Avenue  Playground,  being  in  force 
since  June  17, 1916,  placed  on  file  c  182 

loans  authorized  but  not  issued:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  order  rescinding  loans  that  are  not  required,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  14-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  21 

new  buildings,  Consumptives'  Hospital:  see  Consumptives'  Hospital 

new  police  station,  Hyde  Park  plans:  see  Police  Department 

North  End  Park:  see  North  End  Park 

Parker  Hill  Playground:  see  Parker  Hill  Playground 

playground,  Carolina  ave.:  see  Playground,  Carolina  Avenue 

playground,  South  End:  see  Playground,  South  End 

renovation  of  Faneuil  Hall:  see  Public  Buildings  Department 

Savin  Hill  Playground  and  Beach:  see  Savin  Hill  Playground  and 
Beach 

sewer  construction,  Charles  River  Basin:  see  Charles  River  Basin 


Logrolling,  Question  of. 

by  Hon.  Nathan  Matthews  o  183 

Loitering  in  Streets.     (See  Ordinances.) 


Lomasney,  Joseph  P. 

appointed  schoolhouse  commissioner  c  154-notice  from  civil  service 
c  154-approved  c  182;  appointed  superintendent  of  public  buildings 
temporarily  c  302 


London,  Hermine. 

petition  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for  personal  injuries  c  54 

Long  Island. 

coal  pocket:  see  Boston  Infirmary  Department 

fire  protection  and  heating  improvements:  communication  from 
the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  loan  of  $108,000,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  finance  c  300;  notice  from  the  city  clerk  that  loan  order 
is  in  force,  not  having  been  rejected  or  withdrawn  within  sixty  days, 
placed  on  file  c  369;  communication  from  finance  commission  and 
the  mayor,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  350,  351-report  c  364, 
365-accepted,  given  first  reading  and  passage  c  365 

Lovett  &  Smith  Company. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  lights  of  glass  broken  by  stone 
dumped  on  the  Ward  7  Playground  e  115 

Lucacio,  Joe. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  sled  by  city  ash  cart  c  7 

Lulligan,  Thomas  A. 

notice  of  appointment  as  maritime  sanitary  inspector  e  22 

Lundstrom,  John  T. 

petition  to  be  paid  expense  of  repairs  on  sewer  c  54 

Lynch,  Delia. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  110 

Lynch,  John  P. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  227-granted  c  229 

Lynch,  Richard  A. 

notice  of  resignation  as  superintendent  of  public  buildings  c  301 

Lynde,  William. 

petition  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  for  damages  sustained  c  110 

Lyon  Street,  Ward  18. 

sidewalks:  Timothy  Gearin  et  ah,  petition  c  320 

Lyons,  Alice  R. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  47 


MacDonald,  Belle. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  defect  on  Beacon  st.  c  22 

Maher,  Peter  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  flooding  of  water  c  43 

Mahoney,  John  J.  and  Ellen. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  a  City  Hospital  ambulance  c  54 

Mail  Service. 

protest  against  change,  referred  to  exocutivo  committeo  c  352 
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Maliff,  Frank  Q. 

petition,  compensation  for  horse    blanket  used  by  city  employees  be- 
cause of  accident  in  sewer  c  249 


Mallison,  Amasa  P. 

petition,  compensation  for  hearing  on  claims  for  personal  injuries  c  389 

Maloney,  James. 

petition  for  retirement  c  223-granted  c  225 

Manning,  Elizabeth. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  and  injuries  by  ice  falling  c  37 

Manning,  Joseph  P. 

appointed  hospital  trustee  c  55-approval  c  1 1 1 

Mansion  House  Ice  Cream  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  injury  to  truck  by  a  team  of  the  public  works 
department  c  15 

Marathon  Race. 

order  to  rope  off  streets  for,  passed  c  56 

Marine  Park. 

convenience  station:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  park  commissioners,  placed  on  file  c  61 

convenience  stations:  order  that  the  park  commissioners  be  requested 
to  submit  an  estimate  of  cost  of  erecting,  etc.,  passed  c  49 

Market  Department. 

opening  of  markets,  June  10:  communication  from  the  mayor  with 
order  allowing  privilege  of  keeping  open  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy 
markets,  passed  c  159 

Marshall,  Catherine. 

petition  for  return  of  cash  advanced  for  bail  c  369-report,  referred  to 
committee  on  claims  c  383 

Martin,  Edward  J. 

petition  for  retirement  c  110-granted  c  113 

Martin,  John  B. 

notification  of  appointment  as  election  commissioner  c  48-approved 
c  105;  appointed  superintendent  of  supplies  c  340,  362 

Martin,  Margaret. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  water  c  9 

Massa,  Peter. 

petition  for  retirement  c  37-granted  c  44 

Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia. 

target  practice:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order 
for  appropriation,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  181-report,  no 
further  action  necessary  c  386 

Masters,  Parker,  Company. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  damage  to  goods  by  break  in  water 
pipe  c  115 


Matheson,  John  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  schooner  by  ferryboat  c  9 

Mattapan. 
Engine  House  No.  )9:  see  Fire  Department 

Matthews,  Hon.  Nathan. 

communication  from,  relative  to  rights  of  city  council  c  182-184 

order  requesting  opinion  on  street  repairs,  passed  c  170,  171 ;  communica- 
tion from,  relative  to  rights  of  city  council  c  182-184 

Mayor,  The. 

address:  c  1-4 

appointment  of  constables  to  various  positions:  see  Constables 

inauguration  of  city  council:  c  1 

public  celebration:  order  that  expense  attending  home  coming  of 
Second  Brigade,  M.  N.  G.,  be  charged  to  appropriation  of  public 
celebrations,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  364-report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  365 

remarks:  appropriation  for  street  construction  c  212-219 

appointments: 

Atteaux,  Frederick  E. ^appointed  cemetery  trustee  c  154-notice 

from  civil  service  commissioners  c  154 
Balch,  Emily:  appointed  member  of  city  planning  board  c  116 
Barry,  John  J.:  appointment  as  Consumptives'  Hospital  trustee  c  9 
Brennan,   Francis  J.:  appointed  member  of  board  of  street  com- 
missioners c  362-378 
Brier,  Frank  L.:    notice  of  approval  by  civil    service    commission 

c  264;  see,  also,  Brier,  Frank  L. 
Cassidy,  John  J.:  appointed  sinking  funds  commissioner  c  116 
Cole,  James  E.:  appointed  wire  commissioner  c  Ill-approved  c  160 
Connolly,  Rev.  Arthur  T.:  appointed  library  trustee  c  154-notice 

from  civil  service  commissioners  c  154-approved  c  182 
Dillon,  John:  appointed  park  commissioner  c  116 
Doherty,  D.  Frank:  notice  of  acceptance  of  resignation  as  super- 
intendent of  supplies  c  296 
Donnaruma,   James  V.:    appointed    infirmary  trustee   c    302-notice 

of  approval  by  civil  service  c  344 
Fowler,  William  P.:  appointed  overseer  of  the  poor  c  154-notice 

from  civil  service  commissioners  c  154-approved  c  182 
Gibson,  Charles:  notice  of  resignation  as  park  commissioner  c  48 
Gookin,  Margaret  J.:  appointed  overseer  of  the  poor  c  154-notice 

from  civil  service  commissioners  c  154 
Hickey,  John  F.:  appointed  examiner  in  building  department  c  116 
Kearns,  William  F.:  notice  of  resignation  as  schoolhouse  commis- 
sioner c  9 
Kenney,   William   F.:  appointed  library  trustee   c   Ill-notice   of 

approval  c  154 

Kneeland,  Fred  J.:  appointed  superintendent  of  public  buildings 
c  296;  communication  from  the  civil  service  c  296-notice  of  con- 
firmation e  321 

Lally,   Thomas   F.:  appointed   c  232-confirmed   c   242-certified   b, 
civil  service  commissioners  c  232 

Lomasney,  Joseph  P.:  appointed  schoolhouse  commissioner  c  154- 
notice  from  civil  service  commissioners  c  154-approved  c  182— . 
notice  of  appointment  as  superintendent  of   public  buildings  c  302 

Lynch,  Richard  A.:  notice  of  resignation  as  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  c  301 

Manning,  Joseph  P.:  appointed  hospital  trustee  c  55-approved  c  111 

Martin,  John  B.:  notice  of  appointment  as  election  commissioner 
c  48-approved  c  105-appointed  superintendent  of  supplies  c  340, 
362 

McLean,  Logan  L.:  appointed  sinking  funds  commissioner  c  116 

Minton,  John  M.:  notice  of  designation  of  John  M.  Minton  as  chair- 
man c  48 

O'Connor,  T.  D.:  approved  c  111 

Peabody,  Robert  S.:  appointed  park  and  recreation  commissioner 
c  273-approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  296 

Rowen,  Henry  S.,  Dr.:  appointed  trustee  of  hospital  department 
c  362-approved  c  378;  communication  from  the  civil  service  com-, 
missioners  asking  for  information  c  370 

Sproules,  Thomas:  appointed  c  160-approved  by  civil  service  com- 
missioners c  207 

Thayer,  Eugene  V.  R.:  appointed  consumptives'  hospital  trustee 
c  116 
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Mayor,  The,  continued. 

messages: 

sale  of  old  material  c  5 

payment  of  agent,  workmen's  compensation  c  6 

abolition  of  tunnel  tolls  c  6 

appointment  of  constable  c  9 

use  of  Dover  Street  Bath  c  14 

motor  vehicles  in  parkways  c  14 

information  concerning  loans  c  14 

appropriation  bill  c  14,  15 

appointment  of  weigher  of  coal  c  22 

bath  house,  South  Boston  c  22 

information  from  fire  commissioner  c  28 

information  from  park  commission  c  2  8 

appointments  c  34 

police  stations,  Hyde  Park  and  West  Roxbury  c  34 

loan  for  Savin  Hill  Playground  c  35 

loan  for  Parker  Hill  Playground  c  35 

loan  for  North  End  Park  c  35 

remodeling  of  Engine  Company  8  c  35 

one  day  in  three  for  firemen  c  35 

credit  system  of  income  c  36 

report  of  sinking  funds  commissioner  c  36 

appointments  c  41 

leave  to  attend  military  encampment  c  41 

courthouse,  Forest  Hills  c  41 

sale  of  old  material  c  42 

information  submitted  by  fire  commissioner  c  42 

amending  of  Arborway  restrictions  c  43 

remodeling  Engine  1  c  46 

minor  appointments  c  46 

renovation  of  Faneuil  Hall  c  47 

changes,  Brookline  Avenue  Bridge  c  47 

appointment  of  constables  c  50 

salary  increases,  City  Hospital  c  50,  51 

highway  loans  c  51,  52 

high  pressure  fire  service  c  52 

improvement  of  Carolina  Avenue  Playground  c  52 

light  areas,  King's  Chapel  Burial  Ground  c  52 

sale  of  old  material,  public  works  department  o  53 

plans,  Chelsea  South  Bridge  c  53 

transfer  to  library  department  c  52,  53 

convenience  station,  Marine  Park  c  61 

appointments  c  61 

communications  concerning  budget  c  61,  62 

erection  of  fence,  Blake  House  c  109 

money  for  street  reconstruction  c  109 

financial  condition  of  various  departments  c  109 

completion  of  Strandway  c  109,  110 

unused  reservoir,  East  Boston  c  115 

plans  for  street  repairs  c  119 

special  meeting  c  149 

call  for  special  meeting  of  city  council  c  156,  172 

South  Boston  Bath  House,  veto  c  157 

streets  needing  reconstruction  c  158 

opening  of  markets,  June  16  c  159 

veto  of  street  repair  order  c  172 

money  for  street  repairs  c  172 

special  meeting  c  172 

removal  of  constables  c  180 

transfer  for  police  station,  Dorchester  c  180 

target  practice,  Massachusetts  militia  c  181 

salary  for  employees  on  military  duty  c  181 

call  for  special  meeting  c  200 

supplementary  appropriation  bill  c  200,  201 

death  of  Councilor  Coulthurst  c  209 

appropriation  for  county  departments  c  221 

appropriations  by  departments  c  221 

fire  station,  Hyde  Park  c  222 

sale  of  old  Station  7  c  222,  223 

minor  appointment  c  226 

leave  of  absence  for  county  employees  to  attend  military  duty  c  226 

transfer,  municipal  building,  Roslindale  c  226 

sale  of  Police  Station  6  c  226,  227 

budget  transfers  c  231 

county  apportionment  expenses  c  231 

wall,  Charles  Street  Jail  c  235 

court  officials  salaries,  veto  c  238 

North  End  Park  improvement  c  238 

appropriation  for  park  department  c  238 

transfer  of  various  items  c  238 

appropriation  for  Commonwealth  ave.  c  240 

transfer  for  city  planning  board  c  240 

police  station,  Hyde  Park  c  241 

transfer,  granolithic  sidewalks  c  241 

transfer  for  associate  medical  examiner  c  241 

appropriation  for  Engine  19  c  241 

special  meeting  c  248 

transfer  of  appropriation  to  election  department  c  248 

department  transfer  c  248 

transfer  to  Supreme  Judicial  Court  c  248 

transfer,  fire  department  c  249 

money  for  overseers  of  the  poor  c  253 

fire  station,  Hyde  Park,  money  c  253 

grading  of  Old  Harbor  flats  c  253 

cancellation  of  Cochituate  Water  Debt  c  254 

appropriation  for  printing  department  c  263 


Mayor,  The,  continued. 

segregated  budget,  transfers  c  263,  264 

transfer,  building  department  c  264 

new  wall,  Suffolk  County  Jail  c  264 

Gallop's  Island  Quarantine  Station  o  265 

sale  of  police  station,  East  Boston  c  265 

double  tracks,  Hyde  Park  ave.  c  269 

South  End  Playground,  veto  c  269 

appropriation  for  park  and  recreation  department  c  269,  270 

department  transfers  c  270 

taking  land,  Neponset  Bridge  approaches  c  270 

transfer  to  hospital  department  c  270,  271 

power  plant,  Deer  Island  c  271 

reconstruction,  Engine  House  No.  19,  Mattapan  c  271 

transfer  of  appropriation  to  Suffolk  County  Courthouse  c  271,  272 

minor  appointment  c  277 

coal  pockets  at  Long  Island  c  278 

expenses  of  special  primary  c  278 

boilers  at  House  of  Correction  c  278,  279 

transfer  from  budget  items  c  279 

exchange  of  land,  Neponset  c  280 

freight  terminal  facilities  c  285 

transfer  to  Charles  Street  Jail  c  285 

payment  for  ringing  of  bells  e  285 

transfer  of  Gallop's  Island  c  288 

cost  of  convenience  station,  Grove  Hall  c  291 

courthouse,  West  Roxbury  c  291 

transfer  to  Municipal  Court,  Charlestown  c  291 

transfer  for  Chelsea  Police  Court  c  291 

transfer  for  City  Hospital  c  292 

Boston  infirmary  department,  transfer  c  292 

sale  of  old  Police  Station  7  c  293 

various  department  transfers  e  293-295 

appointments  of  constables  e  300 

cost  of  remodeling  fire  house,  Charlestown  c  300 

estimates  for  requirements,  Long  Island  c  300 

cottage  building,  Consumptives'  Hospital  c  300 

various  appropriation  transfers  c  301 

increase  for  Deer  Island  pensioners  c  301 

special  meeting  c  314 

temporary  discontinuance  of  street  cars  c  314 

warranty  deed,  Gallop's  Island  c  314 

various  municipal  transfers  c  314 

land  for  Sturtevant  Mill  Company  c  314,  315 

appointments  c  315 

various  municipal  transfers  c  316-319 

transfer  for  medical  examiner,  Northern  district  c  319 

report  on  height  of  buildings  c  320 

park,  Dorchester  center  c  320 

appointments  c  335 

transfer,  assistant  medical  examiner  c  335 

various  municipal  transfers  c  335 

land  for  extension  of  Belgrade  ave.  c  336 

transfer  for  soldiers'  relief  department  c  337 

expenses  of  height  of  building  commission  c  337 

public  park,  North  End  c  337 

safe  guarding  highway  drawbridges  c  338 

awarding  of  contracts  c  339 

Roxbury  Court,  justice,  etc.,  salaries,  veto  c  344 

South  Boston  Court,  justices,  etc.,  salaries  c  344 

transfer  of  East  Boston  Reservoir  c  348 

cost  of  remodeling  fire  houses  c  348 

food  embargo  by  United  States  c  349 

expense  of  civil  service  commission  c  349 

special  meeting  c  356 

expenditure  of  Parkman  Fund  c  356 

veto,  transfer  of  Eagle  Hill  c  359 

branch  library,  Meeting  House  Hill  c  360 

alteration  of  Broadway  Bridge  c  361 

right  of  way,  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  c  361 

bridge  over  Brookline  ave.  c  367 

police  station,  Hyde  Park  c  367 

rebuilding,  Beech  Street  Bridge  c  368 

building  for  Spanish  War  Veterans  c  368 

release  of  land,  Alford  st.  c  377 

McAvoy,  John  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  refund  of  overcharge  for  laying  water  pipes 
c320 


McCarthy,  Mary,  Administratrix. 

petition,   compensation   for  damages   caused   by   backing   up   of  sewer 
c  249 


McCool,  John. 

petition,  retirement  c  115-granted  c  117 

McCormick,  James. 

petition  for  retirement  c  153-granted  c  155 


Mccormick 


(34) 


METROPOLITAN 


McCormick,  Patrick  H. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  a  rope  c  301 

McDermott,  James  R. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  sewage  c  153 

McDonald,  Daniel  J.,  Councilor. 

appointed :  committee  on  appropriations,  executive,  finance,  ordinances, 
branch  libraries,  claims,  county  accounts,  legislative  matters,  printing 
(chairman),  public  lands,  soldiers'  relief,  unclaimed  baggage  c  5; 
determination  of  boundary  lines  e  283 

orders  offered :  sale  of  unclaimed  baggage  c  5 
day  in  three  for  firemen  c  20 
use  of  streets,  loitering  c  20 
retirement  of  veterans  c  107 
ice  for  drinking  fountains  c  116 
transfer  of  land,  Orient  Heights  c  191 
expenses  of  mobilization  c  21 
sidewalks,  Seymour  st.  c  239 
branch  library,  Ward  23  c  234 
pension  for  Henry  Fox  c  273 
pension  for  Annie  Doherty  c  273 
cost  of  remodeling  Winthrop  st.  fire  house  c  283 
pension  to  Annie  Doherty  c  283 
boundary  lines  and  marks  c  283 
payment  of  city  employees  before  Christmas  c  343 
payment  for  welcome  to  second  brigade  n  364 
Morton  st.,  sidewalk  c  371 
public  hearing,  high  cost  of  living  c  352 

remarks:  one  day  in  three  for  firemen  c  20 

confirmation  of  appointment  of  John  J.  Sullivan  c  24,  25 

appropriation  for  street  repairs  c  149,  150,  152,  168,  169 

money  for  street  repairs  c  173 

printing  of  Dr.  James  H.  Van  Sickle's  report  c  194,  195 

loan  for  street  repairing  c  196-198 

appropriation  for  street  improvements  c  215,  216 

next  meeting  c  235 

one  day  in  three  for  firemen  c  305,  306,  308,  309 

time  off  for  firemen  c  311 

high  cost  of  living  c  352 

question  of  privilege  c  352,  353 

alteration  tracks,  South  Boston  c  354 

East  Boston  reservoir  c  354,  355 

wages  of  city  laborers  c  392 


McDonough,  B. 

petition  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for  personal  injuries  c  110 

McDonough,  Patrick  F. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  tearing  down  adjoining  building 
c249 


McGonagle,  Sadie. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  and  damages  by  a  defective 
sewer  e  47 


McQonigle,  W.  J. 

petition,  compensation  to  De  paid  amount  of  doctor's  bills  incurred  on 
account  of  injuries  to  his  son  by  a  patrol  wagon  c  320 


McQovern,  Thomas. 

petition,  compensation  to  injuries  to  horse  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
c232 


McQuinnis,  Patrick. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  47-granted  c  48 

McLaughlin,  Cornelius. 

petition  for  retirement  c  153-granted  c  155 

McLaughlin,  Daniel. 

petition  for  retirement  c  47-granted  o  4^ 


McLean,  Logan  L. 

appointed  sinking  funds  commissioner  c  116 

McMurtry,  A.  J.  &  Q.  H. 

petition  for  refund  of  portion  of  fee  for  permit  paid  to  public  works 
department  c  115 

McNamara,  J.  J. 

petition  for  retirement  c  153-granted  c  155 

Medical  Examiner.     (»See  County  of  Suffolk.) 
Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District. 

additional  appropriation  c  221;  communication  from  the  mayor  and 
medical  examiner  with  order  for  transfer  of  $620  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  appropriation  for,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  319,  320- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  341 

transfer:  communication  from  the  mayor  with  order  for  transfers, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  241 

Medical  Service  in  Courts.     (See  County  of  Suffolk.) 
Meeting  House  Hill. 

branch  library:  see  Library 

Meeting  House  Hill  District, 
reading  room:  see   Library   Department 

Melanson,  Octavia  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  auto  truck  c  227 

Melia,  Martin  F.  J. 

petition  to  retire  c  378-granted  c  380 

Melledy,  Mrs.  Q.  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  from  a  fall  c  264 

Mendon  Park. 

changing  name  of  street :  see  Centervale  Park 

Meridian  Street. 

lighting:  order  to  illuminate  from  Sumner  to  Lexington  sts.,  passed 
c  355-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  391 

Merrill,  James  F. 

order  that  special  act  authorizing  city  to  pay  pension  be  accepted,  re- 
ferred to  executive  committee  c  116-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  155;  order  to  allow  and  pay  pension,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  116-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  155 

Merrimac-Roman  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  proDerty  by  overflow  of  water  c  232 

Metcalf,  George  A. 

release  of  land,  Alford  st.:   see  Alford  Street 

Metropolitan  Coal  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  lighter  c  7 

Metropolitan  Park  Commission. 

land,  Walnut  St.,  Neponset:  see  Neponset 

taking  of  land  for  apparatus,  Neponset  Bridge:  see  Neponset 
Bridge 


MICLINKI 


(35) 


MUNICIPAL 


Miclinki,  Michael. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  shoes  lost  at  bath  house  e  210 

Military  Duty,  Leave  of  Absence  to  City  Employees  to 
Attend. 

see  City  Employees 

Militia  Enrollment,  Number  Liable. 

125,692  c  193 

Militia  Mobilization. 

expenses:  see  Reserve  Fund 

Minor  Officials  Paid  by  Fees. 

appointment  of,  for  one  year,  laid  over  c  50 

Minton,  John  M. 

notice  of  designation  as  chairman  of  election  commissioners  c  48 

Mogel,  Eli. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  e  9 

Monadnock  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  334- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  365 

Monaghan,  Michael. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  181-granted  c  191 

Monahan,  Eugene. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  auto  by  a  city  ash  team  c  54 

Monahan,  Patrick  J.,  et  al. 

appointed  second  assistant  assessors  c  55 

Money  Paid  by  the  Commonwealth  to  the  City  on  Pen= 
sions  to  Retired  Teachers.    (See  Retired  Teachers.) 

Monroe,  Mrs.  Jessie  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  from  a  defect  in  the  highway 
c290 

Moore,  John  J. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  280-granted  c  286 

Moran,  Mary  K. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sewage  c  37 

Moriarty,  Ellen  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  fire  department  apparatus  c  7 

Morrison  &  Shief. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  auto  truck  by  a  city  team  c  54 

Morse,  Edwin  S.,  Company. 

letter  relative  to  segregated  budget  c  249,  250 

Morton  Street, 
sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  371 


Morton  Street  District. 

public  park:  North  End  Public  Park,  Morton  st.  district 

Mosaic  Qalossi  Tile  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  backing  up  of  sewage  or  water  c  37 

Moses,  Adelaide. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  43 

Motor  Vehicles  in  Parkway.     (See  Park  and  Recreation 
Department.) 

Moynihan,  Jeremiah. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  30-granted  c  31 


Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

right  of  way:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  com- 
munication from  trustees,  with  order  to  make  transfers,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  361-report,  accepted,  read  once,  passed  c  365- 
taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  374 


Mulhern,  Thomas. 

petition  to    be  refunded  a  certain   amount  paid  by  him  for  water  taxes 
c  110 


Muller,  Mrs.  Annie  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  son  caused  by  his  slipping  on  oily 
floor  of  school  c  249 


Mullin,  Catherine. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  15 


(See  Bath  House, 


Municipal   Bath   House,  West  End. 

West  End.) 

Municipal  Building,  Roslindale. 

communications  from  the  mayor  and  superintendent  of  public  buildings 
with  order  for  transfer  of  $1,500  from  municipal  building,  City  square, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  226-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  229;  communication  from  the  finance  commission,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  228-report,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  178 

Municipal  Building,  South  End. 

order  that  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  requested  to  proceed 
with  the  erection  of  proposed  building,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  334-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  342 

Municipal  Building,  West  End. 

order  that  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  be  requested  to  adver- 
tise for  a  suitable  site  for  bath  house  and  buildings,  and  report  as  to 
probable  cost,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  39 


Municipal  Building,  West  Roxbury. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  loan  of  S10.000 
for  purchase  of  site  in  Forest  Hills  station,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  291 -report,  accepted,  order  rejected  c  347;  order  on  new 
draft,  given  first  reading  and  passage  c  347 

Municipal  Real  Estate  Expert. 

message:  courthouse,  Forest  Hills,  land  for  c  42 

Municipal  Register. 

order  to  prepare  and  have  printed,  passed  c  7 


MURPHY 


(36) 


NORWELL 


Murphy,  Hannah  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  from  a  fall  c  210 

Murray,  Daniel  P. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  a  tree  guard  c  295 

Murray,  James  J. 

petition,  retirement  c  115-granted  c  117 

Murray,  Margaret  C. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  a  broken  drain  pipe  c  210 


Murray,  Hon.  Michael  J. 

order  that  oration  delivered  October  12,  1916,  Columbus  Day,  be  printed 
as  a  city  document,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  283-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  286 


Murray,  M.  J. 

petition,  refund  of  liquor  license  c  242-refused  c  286 

Mystic  River. 

sea  wall:  see  Port  of  Boston 


Nadreau,  Ina. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  15 

Neponset. 

exchange  of  land :  communication  from  the  mayor  and  corporation 
counsel  transmitting  order  authorizing  settlement  of  claim  of  the 
city  of  Boston  against  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  280-report,  order  referred  to  committee  on 
public  lands  c  286-report,  accepted,  order  given  first  reading  and 
passage  e  297-taken  up  c  323,  334-given  final  reading  and  passage 
c  334 

Neponset  Avenue,  Hyde  Park. 

land:  report  on  message  of  mayor  (referred  last  year)  relative  to  sale, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  233-taken  up,  order  read  once, 
passed  c  351 

sale  of  land:  see  Public  Land 

Neponset  Avenue  and  other  streets. 

sidewalks:  schedule  of  cost  with  orders  to  assess  and  colleet,  passed  c  273 

Neponset  Bridge. 

taking  of  land  for  apparatus:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting communication  from  the  metropolitan  park  commissioners, 
with  order  authorizing  same,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  270- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  286 


Net  Funded  Debt. 


Neugroschl,  Clara  L. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  shutting  on  and  off 
of  water  c  272 


New  England  Newspaper  Publishing  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  fire  department 
service  car  c  153 


New  Granite  Block  Pavements. 

2,300  square  yards  finished  c  330 


New  Minot  Street. 

laying  out:  order  that  the  street  commissioners  report,  with  an  estimate 
of  cost,  as  to  advisability  of  laying  out  and  accepting  between  Adams 
and  Caruth  sts.,  passed  e  260;  communication  from  the  street  laying- 
out  department,  placed  on  file  c  273 


New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad. 

alteration:  report,  accepted,  recommendations  adopted  c  354 

changes  in  South  Boston:  notice  of  hearing  c  302;  order  prescribing 
limit  within  which  land  may  be  taken  by  said  company  for  railroad 
purposes  c  378;  communication  from  finance  commission,  relative  to 
c  380,  381-referred  to  next  city  government  c  381 

filling,  South  Bay:  see  Port  of  Boston 

freight  terminal  facilities:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting order  to  execute,  in  behalf  of  the  city  of  Boston,  an  agreement 
with  said  company  for  alterations  of  streets,  grade  crossings,  etc., 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  285 

police  officers:  Patrick  H.  Healy  and  George  E.  Walsh  appointed  c  296 

railroad  police:  notice  of  appointment  of  Ralph  H.  Kingsley,  placed  on 
file  c  106 

tunnel,  Roach  st.:  sec  Roach  street 

unclaimed  baggage:  petition  to  sell  c  295-granted  c  298 


Newman,  Ida. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect  c  115 

Nickerson,  Mrs.  Isabelle. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  193 


Nims  Square. 

naming  of:  petition  of  John  I.  Fitzgerald  et  al.  to  name  square  at 
junction  of  Cambridge,  North  Russell  and  South  Russell  sts.  c  9- 
report,  with  order  for  same,  discussed  c  19,  20-passed  c  20 


Nonadvertised  Contracts.     (See  Contracts.) 

Norfolk  Street,  Dorchester, 
widening:  cost  $125,000 

North  End  Park  and  Pier. 

appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for 
loan  of  $25,000,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  35-report ,  accepted, 
given  first  reading  and  passage  c  45-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and 
passage  c  56 

North  End  Playground, 
information  relative  to:  c  29 

North  End,  Public  Park,  Morton  Street  District. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the 
Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  report  of  the  city  planning  board 
and  street  commissioners  recommending  adoption  of  order  which  will 
render  available  the  necessary  funds  for  improvement  necessary  c  337, 
338;  order  for  loan  of  $200,000  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  338- 
report,  accepted,  given  first  reading  and  passage  c  353;  order  that  the 
park  and  recreation  commissioners  be  requested  to  report  as  to  what 
progress  has  been  made  for  improvement  for  which  money  has  been 
appropriated,  passed  e  234;  communication  from  the  park  commis- 
sioners, placed  on  file  c  238-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage 
c  364 

Norton,  Annie  C. 

petition,  compensation  for  expense  of  repairing  drain  caused  by  breaking 
of  sewer  pipe  c  37 

Norwell   Street. 

land:  see  Emery-Wilkin  Company 


NUGENT 


(37) 


OVERSEEING 


Nugent,  John. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  o  54 


Number  of   Men  in  Public  Works   Department.     (See 
Public  Works  Department.) 


Oakland  Street. 

widening:  order  that  street  commissioners   give  estimate   of   cost   of 
widening,  passed  c  347 


O'Brien,  John  J. 

petition  to  be  retired  c  47-granted  c  48 

O'Conner,  Joseph. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  c  254 

O'Connor,  Edward. 

petition,   compensation  for  injuries  received  by   being  knocked   down 
by  city  team  c  295 


O'Connor,  Thomas  D. 

appointed  schoolhouse  commissioner  c  55-approved  c  111;  notice  of 
interest  in  contract  for  erection  of  munieirjal  building  c  210;  notice  of 
interest  in  proposed  contract  of  municipal  building,  East  Boston 


O'Hearn,  Patrick. 

appointed  schoolhouse  commissioner  temporarily  c  9;  appointed  tem- 
porary superintendent  of  supplies  c  296 


Ohse,  Lucy  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  c  295 

Old  Harbor  Flats. 

transfer  of  appropriation  and  work:  see  Public  Works  Department 

Old    Harbor    Improvement.      (See  Strandway   and    Old 
Harbor  Improvement.) 

Old  Harbor  Part  of  Dorchester  Bay.    (See  Dorchester  Bay.) 

One  Day  in  Three  for  Firemen.     (See  Fire  Department.) 

O'Neil,  Matthew  J. 

petition  to  be  retired  e  273-granted  c  274 

Opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel  Babson,    1893. 

c  184-186 

Orchard  Street. 

sidewalks:   Mrs.  Lydia  S.  N.  Gaston  el  al.,  petition  c  273 


Ordinances. 

committee:  appointed  c  5 

building  limits:  Chamber  of  Commerce,  petition  for  extension  of 
c372 

cancellation  of  Cochituate  Water  Debt:  see  Sinking  Funds 

civic  flag:  see  Art  Department 

credit  system,  matters  of  income:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  ordinance  concerning,  referred  to  committee  on  ordi- 
nances c  36-report,  ordinance  adopted  e  44 

finance  department:  report  on  ordinance  referred  in  1914,  no  action 
necessary  c  388 

leave  of  absence  to  city  employees  to  attend  military  encamp- 
ment: see  City  Employees 

licensing  porters:  (referred  1915)  no  action  necessary  c  388 
motor  vehicles  in  parkway:  see  Park  Department 
noise  near  hospitals,  prevention  of:  see  Public  Works  Department 
one  day  in  three  for  firemen:  see  Fire  Department 
payment  of  agent  of  workmen's  compensation:    see  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act 

peaceful  picketing:  report,  accepted,  ordinance  adopted  c  25 

reduction  of  city  debt:  c  312 

removal  of  city  refuse:  ordinance  concerning,  discussed,  referred  to 
committee  on  ordinances  c  112 

salary:  John  Quinn,  Jr.,  sheriff,  petition  asking  that  chapter  3,  section  6, 
of  Revised  Ordinances,  1914,  be  amended  c  227;  see  County  of  Suffolk 

sweeping  of  sidewalks:  ordinance  relative  to,  discussed,  referred  to 
committee  on  ordinances  c  116-report  no  action  necessary  c  388 

use  of  streets:  ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  relative  to  standing  on 
streets,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  20 


Organization  of  City  Government. 

order  to  prepare  and  have  printed,  passed  c  7 

Orgier,  Sarah  B. 

petition  for  rebate  of  water  tax  paid  twice  c  37 

Orient  Heights,  Transfer  of  Land.     (See  Public  Improve- 
ments.) 


O'Rourke,  James. 

petition,   compensation  for  damage  to  property  by  bursting  of  water 
pipe  c  232 


O'Toole,  Joseph  H. 

order  that  aet  authorizing  an  annuity  to  widow  be  accepted,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  38-report,  with  order  in  new  draft,  accepted, 
passed  c  107;  order  to  allow  and  pay  annuity,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  38 


O'Toole,  Julia  L. 

report  and  order  for  an  annuity,  accepted,  passed  c  107 

Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department. 

overseers:  William  P.  Fowler,  appointed  c  154-approvcd  c  182;  Mar- 
garet J.  Gookin,  appointed  c  154-notice  from  civil  service  commis- 
sioners c  154;  Thomas  F.  Lally,  appointed  c  232-certified  by  civil 
service  commissioners  c  232-confirmed  c  242;  Thomas  Sproules,  ap- 
pointed c  160-approvcd  c  207 

organization:  notice  of  c  176 

appropriation:  (835,000)  report  with  order  for  transfer  from  over- 
seeing of  the  poor,  accepted,  passed  c  231,  266;  communication  from 
the  mayor  requesting  an  additional  sum  of  535,000  for  dependent 
aid,  order  to  transfer  said  sum  from  the  Reserve  Fund  referred  to 
executive  committee  o  253 

appropriation  transfer:  c  232 

transfer:  see,  also,  Appropriations 


PARK 


(38) 


PENAL 


Park  and  Recreation  Department. 

commisioners:  notice  of  resignation  of  Charles  Gibson  c  48;  John 
Dillon,  appointed  o  116;  notice  from  civil  service  of  intention  to  hold 
hearing  on  appointment  of  John  H.  Dillon,  and  of  withdrawal  of 
appointment  by  mayor  c  176;  Robert  S.  Peabody,  appointed  c  273- 
approved  by  civil  service  commissioners  c  296;  organization  c  160 

amending  arborway  restrictions:  see  Arborway 

appropriation:  communication  from  the  ma3'or  and  park  commis- 
sioners relative  to,  with  order  for  transfer  of  $65,800  from  the  Park- 
man  Fund,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  269,  270-report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  286;  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  chairman  of  the  park  commissioners,  with 
order  for  transfer  of  $65,800  c  269,  270-referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  279;  communication  from  the  mayor  and  park  commissioners 
with  order  for  appropriation  from  the  Parkman  Fund,  of  $150,000, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  238 

appropriation  transfer:  see,  also,  Appropriations 

bath  house  and  gymnasium,  Ward  5:  order  for  loan  of  $100,000, 
referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  7 

Blake  House,  Dorchester:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  park 
commission  relative  to,  and  appropriation  for  fence,  placed  on  file 
c  109;  order  that  the  mayor  be  requested  to  place  suitable  fence, 
passed  c  107 

completion  of  Strandway:  see  Strandway 

convenience  station,  Marine  Park:  see  Marine  Park 

day  off  for  picnic:  order  to  allow,  passed  c  224 

Dover  Street  Bath  House:  order  that  commissioners  submit  a 
statement  of  number  of  persons  who  used  bath  house  from  October 
14,  1898,  to  January  1,  1916,  passed  c  8;  communication  relative  to, 
placed  on  file  c  14 

grading  of  Old  Harbor  flats:  see  Public  Works  Department 

information  concerning  improvements:  order  that  park  com- 
missioners be  requested  to  submit  information  upon  several  contem- 
plated improvements  (given) ,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  23- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  25 

information  requested:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
communication  from  the  park  and  recreation  commissioners  relative 
to  c  29,  30-placed  on  file  c  30 

land,  cemetery  department:  report  on  message,  referred  last  year 
relative  to  land  occupied  by  said  department,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  233 

land,  Claybourne  St.:  see,  also,  Claybourne  Street;  order  that  said 
department  submit  opinion  as  to  advisability  of  taking  for  park  pur- 
poses land  between  Washington  and  Claybourne  St.,  passed  c  235 

motor  vehicles  in  parkways:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting communication  from  the  park  commissioners  requesting 
approval  for  a  change  in  Rule  2  of  special  regulations  concerning 
exclusion  of  motor  vehicles  from  parkways,  referred  to  committee  on 
ordinances  c  14 

park,  Dorchester  Centre:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmit- 
ting order  for  loan  of  $20,000  to  be  expended  for  park  purposes, 
Washington  St.,  Dorchester  c  320-report,  accepted,  given  final  reading 
and  passage  c  353-taken  up,  passed  c  364 

North  End  Park:  see  North  End  Park,  etc. 

playground,  Carolina  ave.:  see  Playground,  Carolina  Avenue 

playground,  East  Boston,  old  reservoir:  order  that  the  mayor 
consider  advisability  of  having  unused  reservoir  now  in  custody  of 
public  works  department  turned  over  to  park  department  for  play- 
ground purposes,  passed  c  44;  communications  from  the  mayor  and 
public  works  commissioner,  placed  on  file  c  115;  order  that  the  mayor 
direct  the  commissioner  of  public  works  to  transfer  custody  to  park 
and  recreation  department  for  a  future  playground,  passed  c  347 

playground,  Pearce  Field:  see  Pearce  Field 

property  of  city  occupied  by  said  department:  report  of  committee 
on  public  lands  (referred  last  year),  no  further  action  necessary,  re- 
ferred to  executive  committee  c  233;  report  on  message  (referred  in 
1915),  placed  on  file  c  386 

transfer  of  land  from  public  works  department,  Orient  Heights: 

see  Public  Works  Department 


Park  and  Recreation  Grounds. 

topics  in  mayor's  address  c  2 

Park,  Clayton  and  Adams  Streets. 

sidewalks:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  275 


Parker  Hill  Playground. 

information  relative  to  improvements:  c  29 

loan:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  loan  of 
$25,000,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  35-report,  accepted, 
.given  first  reading  and  passage  c  45-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and 
passage  c  56 

Parker,  Melvin. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  a  defect  c  320 

Parkey,  Frances. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  hole  in  sidewalk  c  280 

Parkman  Fund. 

committee:  appointed  c  5 

boundary  line  of  Common:  Ames  Real  Estate  Trust  el  al.,  petition 
for  erection  of  fence  from  Charles  st.  to  Park  st.  c  369 

expenditure:  communication  from  the  mayor  and  park  commissioners  : 
with  order  that  sum  of  $34,822.38  be  appropriated  from  the  income 
of  the  Parkman  Fund,  etc.,  to  be  expended  as  designated,  bird  house 
and  zoological  garden,  referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund  c  356- 
report,   accepted,   order  in  new  draft,   discussed  o  363,   364-passed  . 
c  364 

incorporation  of  foundation:  order  that  the  committee  on  legisla- 
tive matters  be  authorized  to  appear  before  committee  on  mercantile 
affairs  in  opposition  to  House  Bill  No.  1070  relative  to,  passed  c  20 . 

transfer  to  Park  Department:  see  Park  Department 

use  of:  information  relative  to  c  29 


Parkways,  Motor  Vehicles  in. 

Department.) 


(See  Park  and  Recreation 


Patsiades,  James  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  surface  water  c  301 

Patterson,  George. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 

Paul  Gore  Street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

granolithic  sidewalk:  Henry  A.  Mitchell  el  al.,  petition  o  227 

Paving   and    Sanitary   Yards,    Consolidation    of.     (See. 
Public  Works  Department.) 

Payment  of  City  Employees  by  Check.     (See  City  Em- 
ployees.) 

Pay  Roll  of  Registry  of  Deeds.     (See  County  Accounts.) 

Peabody,  Robert  S. 

appointed  park  and  recreation  commissioner  c  273-approved  by  civil 
service  commission  c  296 

Pearce  Playground. 

improvements:  order  for  loan  of  $5,000  to  be  expended  for  improve 
ment,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  113 

Penal  Institutions,  County  of  Suffolk. 

office  expenses:  o  222 

power  plant,  Deer  Island:  communication  from  the  mayor  and 
penal  institutions  commissioner  transmitting  order  for  loan'  of  $41,500 
for,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  271-report,  accepted,  given  first 
reading  and  passage  c  341;  communication  from  the  city  clerk  stating 
that  order  was  in  force  December  2,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  had  not  j 
been  rejected  or  withdrawn,  placed  on  file  c  345 


PENDLETON 


(39) 


PLAYGROUNDS 


Pendleton,  Isabelle  F. 

petition  to  be  refunded  $16.80,  having  paid  that  amount  twice  e  9 

Penfield  Street. 

sidewalks:  schedule  of  cost  with  order  to  assess  and  collect,  passed  c  351 


Pensions. 

Balfe,  Edward:  petition  to  be  retired  c  181-granted  c  191 
Barrett,  Michael:  petition  for  retirement  c  372-granted  c  374 
Barrett,  Thomas:  petition  for  retirement  c  9 -granted  c  10 
Barry,  Jeremiah  P.:  petition  for  retirement  c  254 
Bogan,  John  P.:  petition  for  retirement  c  301-granted  c  312 
Brobson,  Patrick:  petition  to  be  retired  c  181-granted  c  191 
Carroll,  John:  petition  to  be  retired  c  181-granted  c  191 
Connors,  James  P.:  petition  for  retirement  c  254-granted  c  268 
Cotter,  William:  petition  for  retirement  c  110-granted  c  113 
Doherty,  Annie:  petition  to  be  retired  c  280 
Doherty,    Annie:  order   accepting   act   allowing   pension,   referred   to 

executive    committee    c   273-report,    accepted,    order   passed    c    274; 

order  to  allow  and  pay  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars,  referred  to 

executive  committee  e  283-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  2S6 
Doherty,  Roger:  petition  to  be  retired  c  30-granted  c  31 
Dolan,  John:  petition  c  232-granted  e  235 
Donahoe,  Thomas:  petition,  retirement  c  115-granted  c  117 
Donahue,  Michael:  petition  to  be  retired  c  280-granted  c  334 
Fallon,  Daniel:  petition  to  be  retired,  granted  c  200 
Ferry,  John:  petition  to  be  retired  c  181-granted  e  191 
Flynn,  Timothy  T.:  petition  to  be  retired  c  55-granted  c  57 
Ford,  Thomas  F.:  oetition  for  retirement  c  301-granted  c  312 
Fox,    Henry:  order    accepting    act    authorizing    pension,    referred    to 

executive  committee  e  273-report,  accepted,  order  passed  e  274 
Gately,  Michael  J.:  petition  to  be  retired,  granted  c  200 
Glennon,  Patrick:  petition  to  be  retired  c  264-granted  c  266 
Greeley,  Michael  J.:  petition  to  be  retired  c  22-granted  c  25 
Greenwood,  Madrice:  petition  to  retire  c  378-granted  c  389 
Hannon,  Thomas:  petition  for  retirement  c  105-granted  c  107 
Harrigan,    Daniel    F.,    et  al. :  petition   for   retirement    c    246-granted 

c246 

Harris,  Boynton:  petition  c  47-granted  c  48 

Harris,  James:  petition  to  be  retired  c  55-granted  c  57 

Hughes,  Thomas  C:  petition  for  retirement  c  372-granted  c  380 

Johnson,  Oscar:  petition  for  retirement  c  223-granted  c  225 

Kelly,  John:  granted  c  386 

Kelly,  Michael:  petition  for  retirement  c  9-granted  c  10 

Kelly,  Thomas:  petition  to  be  retired  c  349-granted  c  353 

Kennedy,  John:  petition  for  retirement  c  301-granted  c  312 

Kenney,  Michael:  petition  for  retirement  c  115-granted  c  117 

Killacky,  James  E.:  petition  for  retirement  c  37-granted  c  44 

Lennon,  Patrick:  petition  c  7-granted  c  10 

Lynch,  John  P.:  petition  to  be  retired  c  227-granted  c  229 

Maloney,  James:  petition  for  retirement  c  223-granted  c  225 

Martin,  Edward  J.:  petition  for  retirement  c  110-granted  c  113 

Massa,  Peter:  petition  c  37-granted  c  44 

McCool,  John:  petition  for  retirement  c  115-granted  c  117 

McCormack,  James:  petition  for  retirement  c  153-granted  c  155 

McGinnis,  Patrick:  petition  c  47-granted  c  48 

McLaughlin,  Cornelius:  petition  for  retirement  c  153-granted  c  155 

McLaughlin,  Daniel:  petition  c  47-granted  c  48 

McNamara,  John  Joseph:  petition  for  retirement  c  153-granted  c  155 

Melia,   Martin  F.  J.:  petition  to  retire  c  378-granted  c  380 

Merrill,  James  F.:  see  Merrill,  James  F. 

Monaghan,  Michael:  petition  to  be  retired  o  181-granted  c  191 

Moore,  John  J.:  petition  to  be  retired  c  280-granted  c  286 

Moynihan,  Jeremiah:  petition  to  be  retired  c  30-granted  c  31 

MuitiiAY,  James  J.:  petition  for  retirement  c  115-granted  c  117 

O'Neil,  Matthew  J.:  petition  to  be  retired  c  273-granted  c  274 

Rooney,  James:  petition  to  be  retired  c  295-granted  c  21)1) 

Scannell,  Daniel:  petition  for  retirement  c  105-granted  c  107 

Sheehan,  Patrick  T.:  petition  for  retirement  c  153-granted  c  155 

Tully.  George  M.:  petition  to  be  retired  c  280-granted  <■  331 


Perambulation  of  Boundaries. 

report  (C  D.  105),  accepted,  ordered  printed  c  311 

Permanent  School  Pension  Fund.     (See  School  Depart- 
ment.) 

Permits  for  Firearms.     (See  Firearms.) 

Perry,  A.  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  bursting  of  water  main  c  37 

Peters,  Gregor. 

petition  for  refund  of  fee  for  permit  to  sell  fruit  c.  193 

Pickett,  Henry  F. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  a  garment  lost  at  the  City  Hospital  c  43 

Pierce,  S.  S.,  &  Co. 

petition,  compensation  for  injury  to  horse  caused  by  alleged  defect 
c  232;  petition,  compensation  damages  caused  by  break  in  water  main 
c372 

Pimental,  J.  H. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  382 

Pinstein,  Bessie. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect  c  273 

Planning  Board.  (See  City  Planning  Board.) 
Planting  Trees.  (See  City  Planning  Board.) 
Playground,  Allston. 

report,  with  order  in  new  draft,  accepted,  given  first  reading  and  passage 
c  38-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  49;  report  on  order 
for  $83,000  loan,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  33 

Playground,  Carolina  Avenue. 

communication  from  the  mayor  and  chairman  of  park  commissioners 
giving  estimate  of  cost  of  fixing  up;  order  for  loan  of  $12,000,  referred 
to  committee  on  finance  c  52;  report,  accepted,  given  first  reading 
and  passage  c  179;  communication  from  the  city  clerk  stating  that 
loan  order  has  been  in  force  since  June  17,  1916,  placed  on  file  c  182 

Playground,    East    Boston,    Old    Reservoir.     (See   Park 
Department.) 

Playground,     Roslindale,     Pearce     Field.     (See    Pearce 
Playground.) 


Playground,  South  End. 

district  bounded  by  Washington,  Castle  and  Dover  sts.:  G.  W. 

Hansom  et  al.,  petition  c  43;  order  for  loan  of  $100,000,  referred  to 
committee  on  finance  c  44-placed  on  file  c  232-report,  with  order  in 
new  draft,  accepted,  passed  r  233-mkrn  up.  j-iven  final  reading  and 
pa  ;:ige  c  250;  communication  from  the  mayor  vetoing  order,  placed 
on  file  c  209 


Playgrounds  in  Brighton. 

report  on  message  of  the  mayor  and  communication  from  city  planning 
board  (referred  last  year),  that  same  be  placed  on  file  ell 


PLEASANT 


(40) 


PROCTOR 


Pleasant  Street. 

street  railway  location:  preamble  and  resolution  favoring  passage  of 
act  granting  railway  location,  adopted  c  6,  7 

tracks:  resolution  and  order  requesting  West  End  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany to  make  application  for  location  of  tracks,  etc,  adopted  c  39 

Pleasant  Street,  Act  to  Authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to 
Grant  a  Location  to  a  Street  Railway  Company  in. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  board  of  street  commissioners  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
with  the  approval  of  the  mayor,  may  grant  to  the  street  railway  com- 
pany applying  for  the  same,  a  location  for  two  street  railway  tracks  in 
Pleasant  St.,  from  Washington  st.  to  Eliot  st.,  under  the  same  terms 
and  conditions  as  railway  locations  are  granted  in  other  streets  of  said 
city. 

Sect.  2.  The  street  railway  company  to  which  a  location  is  granted 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  any  bet- 
terment because  of  the  widening  and  construction  of  Pleasant  street 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  five  hundred  and  ninety-one  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  eleven;  and  so  much  of  said 
chapter  as  is  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  hereof  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

(The  foregoing  was  laid  before  the  governor  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1916,  and  after  five  days  it  had  "the  forceof  a  law,"  as  prescribed 
by  the  constitution,  as  it  was  not  returned  by  him  with  his  objections 
thereto  within  that  time.) 


Pleasant  and  other  streets. 

sidewalk:  schedule  of  cost  with  orders  to  assess  and  collect  c  210 


Polling   Places,  Printing    Notice   of. 

part  merit.) 


(See  Election  De- 


Police  Department. 

annuity  to  widow  of  Patrick  J.  Carr:  see  Carr,  Patrick  J. 

annuity  to  widow  of  John  J.  Earle:   see  Earle,  John  J. 

day  off  for  policemen:  preamble,  resolutions  and  orders  favoring  bill 
granting  c  332-333-referred  to  executive  committee  c  333;  communi- 
cation from  the  corporation  counsel  on  order  that  the  corporation 
counsel  be  requested  to  furnish  opinion  as  to  whether  the  mayor  and 
police  commissioner  has  authority  to  grant  one  day  off  in  eight  c  362, 
363-placed  on  file  c  363 

loan  for  station,  Court  sq.:  communications  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting order  for  loan  of  $140,000  for  erection  and  furnishing  police 
station,  Court  sq. ;  order  that  previous  order  be  rescinded,  referred 
to  committee  on  finance  c  229-report  with  order  in  new  draft,  accepted, 
given  first  reading  and  passage  c  233-taken  up,  passed  c  250 

new  stations.  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park:  order  that  the  police 
commissioner  inform  the  city  council  as  to  necessity  for  new  stations, 
passed  c  23;  communication  from  the  mayor  and  police  commissioner 
relative  to,  placed  on  file  c  34 

one  day  in  eight:  order  that  the  corporation  counsel  be  requested  to 
furnish  an  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  the  mayor  and  city  council 
have  the  right  to  grant  one  day  in  eight,  passed  c  352 

payment  to  mother  of  Ralph  T.  Shea:  communication  from  the 
finance  commission  relative  to  acceptance  of  act  relative  to  pay- 
ment of  mother  of  said  Shea,  who  was  shot  by  Officer  Miller,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  18,  19-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  33; 
order  that  chapter  89  of  Special  Acts  of  1916  be  accepted.;  order  to 
allow  and  pay  mother,  Mrs.  Nora  V.  Shea,  $5,000,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  20-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  33;  communica- 
tion from  finance  commission  c  33 

police  station  6,  Broadway,  South  Boston:  communications  from 
the  mayor,  corporation  counsel,  John  Beck,  municipal  real  estate 
broker,  and  schoolhouse  commissioner,  with  order  for  sale  of  property, 
referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  c  227 

police  station,  Hyde  Park:  order  for  loan  of  $5,000  for  plans,  etc 
referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  44;  report,  with  order  for  loan  of 
$5,000,  accepted,  given  first  reading  and  passage  c  48;  communication 
from  the  mayor  with  order  for  loan  of  $70,000,  referred  to  committee 
on  finance  c  241-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  56;  com- 
munication from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the 
architects  selected  to  design  building  c  367, 368  (annexed  were  sketches) , 
referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  368-report,  accepted,  c  374;  report 
that  same  ought  not  to  pass,  accepted  order  rejected  c282;  order  that 
sum  of  $58,000  be  appropriated,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  282 

railroad  police:  notice  of  appointment  c  19-appointed  c  Ill-resigned 
c  Ill-appointed  c  106 

transfer  to  appropriation  for  station,  Dorchester:  see  Public 
Buildings  Department 


Police  Station  6,  South  Boston, 
remodeling  of  bath  house:  see  Building  Department 

Police  Station  7.     (See  Public  Buildings  Department.) 

Ponzio,  John. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  electric  saw  c  280 


Porella,  Domenico. 

petition,   compensation  for  damages  because  of  defective  water  pipes 
c210 

Primary  Proclamation. 

proclamation  from  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  ordering  same, 
placed  on  file  c  280 

Port  of  Boston. 

Boston  Harbor:  notice  of  hearing  on  petition  of  fire  commissioner  to 

install  piling  c  223 
Mystic  River:  notice  of  hearing  on  petition  for  license  to  build  sea 

wall  c  223 
South  Bay:  notice  of  hearing  on  petition  of  New  York,  New  Haven  & 

Hartford  Railroad  Company  to  fill  c  223 

Potter,  J.  Staples. 

notice  of  interest  in  firm  of  Wright  &  Potter  which  has  contract  with 
supply  department  c  37;  notice  of  interest  in  firm  making  contract  j 
with  supply  department;  notice  of    interest  in  firm  selling  flour  to 
city  c  154 

Preble  Street,  South  Boston. 

wood  block  pavement:  cost  c  196 
Premium  on  Loans  Within  the  Debt  Limit. 

c37 

Preparedness  Parade. 

motion  that  city  council  join  parade,  carried  c  155 

President  of  the  City  Council.     (See,  also,  City  Council.) 

Henry  E.  Hagan  elected  c  4 

Price,  Mary  B. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 

Printing  Department. 

committee:  appointed  c  5 

appropriation:  see,  also,  Appropriations;  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  communication  from  the  acting  superintendent  of 
printing,  relative  to  additional  appropriation;  order  for  appropriation 
of  $916.85,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  263-report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  266;  order  for  transfer  from  appropriation  for  A-l  to 
appropriation  for  A-3,  unassigned,  referred  to  executive  committee  'j 
c  248-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  268 

printing  documents:  order  to  charge  printing  of  documents,  ordered 
by  city  council  to  appropriation  for  city  documents,  passed  c  8 

street  books,  printing  of:  see  Street  Laying-Out  Department 

Probation  Officers.     (See  County  of  Suffolk.) 

Probation  Officers,  Boston  Juvenile  Court.     (See  County 
of  Suffolk.) 


Proctor,  Emily  Dutton. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  surface  water  c  290 


PUBLIC 
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Public  Buildings  Department. 

superintendent:  Fred  J.  Kneeland,  appointed  c  296;  communication 
from  the  civil  service  commission  c  296-notice  of  confirmation  c  321; 
notice  of  resignation  of  Richard  A.  Lynch  c  301 

all-year-round  bath:  taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  113 

appropriation:  amount  allowed  1916-17  e  119 

bath  house,  Broadway:  order  for  loan  of  840,000  for  alteration  of 
building  formerly  used  by  Police  Station  6,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  31;  order  that  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings  sub- 
mit an  estimate  of  cost  of  equipping  old  police  station,  Broadway,  as 
a  bath  house,  passed  c  12;  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting communication  from  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings, 
giving  estimate  of  cost,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  22-report, 
accpeted,  order  given  first  reading  and  passage  c  58;  communication 
from  the  mayor  veoting  order,  also  transmitting  communication 
from  the  park  department  c  157,  158-placed  on  file  c  158 

chemical  fire  station,  Eustis  St.,  for  Spanish  War  Veterans:  com- 
munication from  the  mayor  and  corporation  counsel  with  order  to 
lease  building  to  United  Spanish  War  Veterans,  etc.,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  368 

cost  of  municipal  building,  West  End:  see  Municipal  Building, 
West  End 

courthouse,  Forest  Hills:  see  Public  Buildings  Department 

erection  of  municipal  building,  South  End:  order  that  the  super- 
intendent of  public  buildings  proceed  with  erection  of  municipal  build- 
ing, referred  to  executive  committee  c  23-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  25 

examiner:  John  F.  Hickey,  appointed  c  116 

loan  for  furnishing  police  station  and  school  administration 
building:  order  that  loan  order  approved  March  16,  1915,  appropria- 
ting $150,000,  be  rescinded,  passed  c  250 

municipal  building,  Roslindale:  communication  from  the  mayor 
and  superintendent  of  public  buildings  relative  to;  order  for  transfer 
of  $1,500  from  appropriation,  municipal  building,  City  sq.,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  226-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  229,  250 

municipal  building,  South  End:  see  Municipal  Building,  South  End 

old  courthouse,  Dorchester  St.:  report,  accepted,  given  first  reading 
and  passage  c  233 

police  station,  Court  sq.:  see  Police  Department 

renovation  of  Faneuil  Hall:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting order  for  loan  of  $50,000  to  be  expended  for  fireproofing  and 
architectural  restoration,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  47;  re- 
called, rejected  c  163;  order  that  the  sum  of  $50,000  be  appropriated 
by  loan,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  103-report,  no  further 
action  necessary  c  393 

sale  of  old  Station  7:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  municipal 
real  estate  expert,  with  order  for  sale  c  222,  223-referred  to  com- 
.  mittee  on  public  lands  c  223-report  with  order  for  sale,  in  new  draft, 
accepted,  passed  c  233-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage 
c  251;  communication  from  the  mayor  and  real  estate  expert,  recom- 
mending order  authorizing  sale  at  public  auction,  discussed  c  265,  266- 
referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  c  266-report,  c  273,  274,  ac- 
cepted, given  first  reading  and  passage  c  274-taken  up,  given  final 
reading  and  passage  c  284;  communication  from  the  mayor, 
transmitting  communication  from  the  municipal  auctioneer,  relative 
to  sale,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands  c  293-report  that  same 
be  placed  on  file  c  393 

target  practice,  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia:  communication 
from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  appropriation,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  181 

transfer  of  appropriation  to  Dorchester  Police  Station:  communi- 
cation from  the  mayor  and  superintendent  of  public  buildings  trans- 
mitting order  to  transfer  sum  of  $25,000  from  municipal  building, 
City  sq.,  to  station,  Dorchester,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c  180,  181-report,  accepted,  referred  to  finance  commission  c  191- 
report,  accepted,  placed  on  file  c  234-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  235-taken  up,  given  final  reading,  passed  c  250 


Public  Health,  Topics  in  Mayor's  Address. 

c  1 

Public  Lands. 

committee:  appointed   c   5 

abandoning  easement,  Damrell  st.  and  Dorchester  avc.:  report 
on  message,  preamble,  orders,  etc.,  accepted,  read  once,  passed  c  12- 
taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  21 

abandoning  easement  of  land,  Cephas  and  Faneuil  sts.:  report  on 
preamble  and  orders  (referred  last  year)  relative  to  e  11,  12— accepted, 
order  read  once  and  passed  c  12-takcn  up,  given  final  reading  and 
passage  c  21 


Public  Lands,  continued. 

Alford  st.,  Charlestown:  see  Alford  Street 

changing  name  of  Heath  sq.:  see  General  Heath  Square 

exchange  of  city  land  with  Forest  Hills  Cemetery:  communication 
from  the  mayor,  real  estate  broker  and  street  commissioners  relative 
to_  exchange  of  land,  Forest  Hills  and  Morton  streets,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  public  lands  c  27;  report,  with  order,  given  first  reading 
and  passage  c  106-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  117 

land  bordering,  restrictions  on :  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting communication  from  the  park  commissioners,  with  order 
amending  restrictions,  in  deed  given  by  S.  and  A.  Bradstreet,  referred 
to  committee  on  public  lands  c  43-report,  accepted,_  discussed  c  106, 
107-given  first  reading  and  passage  c  107-taken  up,  given  final  reading 
and  passage  c   117 

land  for  municipal  purposes,  Columbia  rd.:  c  301 

land   near  Tenean  creek:  communication  from  the  mayor  with  order 

for  sale  of   land  to  Sturtevant  Mill  Company,  referred  to  committee 

on  public  lands  c  314,  315 

land,  Neponset  ave.,  Hyde  Park:  report  on  petition  for  sale  of  lands 
with  order  to  convey  to  Charles  C.  Schoeplin,  accepted,  passed  c  342; 
report  on  message  referred  last  year,  relative  to,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  233 

land,  Norwell  St.:  Emery  Wilkin  Company,  petition  to  erect  building 
in  which  city  has  taken  easement  c  349-report  with  order,  accepted, 
passed  c  170 

land  occupied  by  park  and  recreation  department  and  cemetery 
department:  see  Park  and  Recreation  Department 

land,  Wallingford  rd.,  Brighton:  communication  from  the  mayor 
and  real  estate  expert  relative  to  transfer  to  abutters,  referred  to 
committee  on  public  lands  c  28 

light  areas,  King's  Chapel  Burial  Ground:  communication  from 
the  mayor  transmitting  preambles  and  order  allowing  use  of  same  to 
trustees  of  Kimball  Building,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands 
c  52-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  191-report,  accepted 
order  passed  c  170 

Police  Station  6,  sale  of:  see  Police  Department 

property  of  city  occupied  by  park  and  recreation   department: 

see  Park  and  Recreation  Department 

release  of  restrictions,  Harrison  ave.:  petition  of  Marion  J.  Boyce 
el  al.,  report  of  executive  committee,  given  first  reading  and  passage 
e  266-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  c  231 

release  of  restrictions,  Wareham  and  Maiden  sts.:  Josiah  H.  God- 
dard,  petition  c  273-report,  with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  311-final 
reading  and  passage  c  343 

report  of  matters  referred  in  1915:  c  393 

reports:  c  233 

restrictions  on  land,  Riverway:  see  Riverway 

sale  of  land,  Neponset  ave.:  see  Neponset  Avenue,  Hyde  Park 

sale  of  land,  Shirley  st.:  see  Shirley  Street  and  Massachusetts  Avenue 

sale  of  old  Station  7:  see  Public  Buildings  Department 

square,  Cambridge  and  other  streets:  John  I.  Fitzgerald  el  at.,  petition 
to  change  name  to  Nims  square  c  9 ;  see  Nims  Square 


Public   Park,  Morton  Street  District. 

Public  Park,  Morton  Street  District.) 


(See  North  End 


Public  Service  Commission. 

changes,  Brookline  avenue  bridge:  see  Brookline  Avenue  Bridge 
hearings: 

Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company:  notice  of  hearing  on  petition 
for  location,  River  st.,  placed  on  file  c  43;  petition  for  11th  location, 
placed  on  file  c  55-notice  of  hearing  c  207;  notice  of  hearing  on  peti- 
tion to  use  cars  for  freight  c  228-notice  of  hearing  c  280 

Boston  Development  vno  Sanitary  Company;  notice  of  hearing 
on  construction  of  private  railroad  tracks,  East  Boston  0  29ti 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company:  notice  of  hearing  on  location 
of  post,  Eglcston  sq.  c  55;  transportation  of  molasses, granted  c  111; 
notice  of  hearing  on  petition  for  transportation  of  freight  c  228 

Farqo  st.:  Summer  Street  Extension  Trust,  hearing  e  L82 

South  Boston:  New  York,  New  Haven  A-  Hartford  Railroad, 
notice  of  hearing  o  302;  order  prescribing  limits  within  which  land 

i i    be  taken  by  New  York,   New    Haven  &    Hartford   Railroad 

Company,  for  railroad  purposes  o  378;  communication  from  the 
finance  commission  relative  to  c  380,  3SI  referred  to  next  city 
government  o  3S1 


PUBLIC 


(42) 


RATL 


Public  Service  Commission,  continued. 

West  End  Street  Railway  Company:  notice  of  hearing  on  peti- 
tion for  473d  location  c  16;  474th  location,  notice  of  hearing  c  38; 
petition  for  475th  and  476th  location  e  55;  notice  of  hearing  479th 
and  480th  c  207 


Public  Works  Department. 

appropriation,  sewerage  works:  ($400,000),  report,  accepted,  given 
first  reading  and  passage  c  45-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage 
c  56;  communications  from  the  mayor  and  public  works  commissioner 
relative  to,  with  order  for  loan  of  $600,000,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  28-taken  up,  given  first  reading  and  passage  e  45-taken  up, 
given  final  reading  and  passage  c  56 

appropriation  for  street  repairs:  see  Street  Repairs 

appropriations,  transfers:  c  231 

bridge  over  Brookline  ave. :  see  Brookline  Avenue  , 

Chelsea  Bridge  South:  see  Chelsea  South  Bridge 

consolidation  of  paving  and  sanitary  conditions:  order  that  com- 
missioner of  public  works  be  requested  to  report  to  the  city  council 
when  the  proposed  consolidation  of  the  city  paving  and  sanitary 
yards  in  the  West  End  will  be  completed,  passed  c  287;  order  that  the 
commissioner  of  puolic  works  report  when  proposed  consolidation  will 
be  completed,  passed  c  287 

efficiency  board :  Eagle  Hill  reservoir  c  359,  360 

grading  of  Old  Harbor  flats:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting communication  from  the  park  commissioner,  relative  to,  with 
order  for  transfer  of  appropriation  of  $599,000  from  park  and  recrea- 
tion department,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  253,  254 

granolithic  sidewalks:  communication  from  the  mayor  with  order  to 
transfer  $25,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  241-taken  up,  passed  c  251 

high  pressure  fire  service:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  com- 
missioner of  public  works  with  order  for  loan  of  $165,000,  referred  to 
committee  on  finance  c  52-report,  accepted,  given  first  reading  and 
passage  c  179 

hours  of  labor:  order  that  section  1  of  chapter  240  of  Acts  of  1916, 
relative  to,  be  hereby  accepted,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  178 

loan:  communication  from  the  city  clerk  stating  that  loan  order  has 
been  in  force  since  June  17,  1916,  placed  on  file  e  182 

ice  for  drinking  fountains:  order  that  commissioner  of  public  works 
expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000  for  ice,  etc.,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  116-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  117 

improvement  of  streets:  report,  no  further  action  necessary  (referred 
last  year)  c  232;,  report  on  order  for  loan  (referred  last  year)  for 
$499,000  and  $500,000,  no  further  action  necessary  c  232 

list  of  streets  to  be  reconstructed:  order  that  the  commissioner  of 
public  works  submit  to  committee  on  appropriations  a  list  of  streets 
needing  reconstruction,  etc.,  passed  c  113;  communication  from  the 
mayor  and  district  engineers  submitting  list  (given)  c  158,  159 

number  men  in  department:  order  that  the  commissioner  report, 
as  to  number  of  men  in  different  divisions,  employed  at  the  beginning 
of  each  year,  etc.,  passed  e  379 

resolution  concerning  street  repairs:  c  220 

sale  of  old  material:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting 
request  of  public  works  commissioner  to  sell  old  boiler,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  5,  6-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  10; 
communications  from  the  mayor  and  commissioner  of  public  works 
relative  to,  with  order  to  sell,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  53- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  57 ;  communications  from  the  mayor 
and  commissioner  with  order  for  sale  of  old  material,  sewer  and  water 
division,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  42-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  44 

sidewalks:  schedules  of  cost  with  orders  to  assess  and  collect,  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  other  streets,  passed  e  10;  schedule  of  cost  with  order  to 
assess  and  collect,  Aspen,  Algonquin  and  Creighton  sts.  c  16; 
schedule  of  cost  with  order  to  assess  and  cnllect,  Dickens  and  Leonard 
sts.,  passed  c  55;  schedule  of  cost  with  orders  to  assess  and  collect, 
Park  and  other  streets:  passed  c  363;  Poplar  st.  e  378 

street  construction,  money  for:  communication  from  the  mayor 
transmitting  order  for  an  appropriation  of  $153,802  for,  to  be  raised 
by  taxation,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  109-report, 
accepted,  order  rejected  c  163 

street  signs  and  house  numbering:  order  that  the  mayor  be  re- 
quested to  take  steps  to  make  a  fresh  canvas  of  street  signs  and 
house  numbering,  etc.,  passed  c  379 

transfer  of  land,  Orient  Heights:  order  that  the  land  bounded  by 
Orient  ave.,  Farrington  and  Walley  sts.  be  transferred  to  park  and 
recreation  department,  referred  to  executive  committee  o  191 


Public  Works  Department,  continued. 

unnecessary  noises  near  hospitals:  ordinance  relative  to  maintaining 
of  signs  to  prevent  c  50,  57-referrcd  to  committee  on  ordinances  c  57-| 
report,  accepted,  ordinance  passed  c  58 

use  of  old  reservoir,  East  Boston:  see  Park  and  Recreation  Depart1) 
ment 

sidewalks: 

Abbot  st.:  see  Abbot  Street 

Adams  St.,  Wabd  20:  see  Adams  Street,  Ward  20 

Amhebst  st.:  J.  M.  Dustin,  petition  c  55 

Beacon  St.:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  57 

Beacon  and  Mountfobt  sts.:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  48 

Belfort  st.  :  see  Belfort  Street 

Belvidebe  st.:  see Belvidere  Street 

Biech  ST.:  see  Birch  Street 

Blue  Hill  ave.:  see  Blue  Hill  Avenue 

Bouene,  Walk  Hill  and  Dracut  sts.:  schedule  of  cost  with  orders 

to  assess  and  collect,  passed  c  297 
Brooks  st.:  see  Brooks  street,  Ward  25 
East  Concord  st.:  see  East  Concord  Street 
Florence  st.,  Ward  23:  see  Florence  Street,  Ward  23 
Hastings  ST.:  see  Hastings  Street 
Holbrook  ST.:  A.  H.  Flower,  petition  c  232 
Morton  St.:  see  Morton  Street 

Orchard  St.:  Mrs.  Lydia  S.  N.  Gaston  el  ah,  petition  c  273 
Richmond  st.  :  order  for  construction,  passed  c  11 
Rockwell  St.:  S.  F.  Sanford  et  a!.,  petition  c  273 
Rowe,  Canterbury  and  Seymour  sts.:  see  Rowe,  Canterbury  and 

Seymour  Streets 
St.  Cecilia  st.:  see  St.  Cecilia  Street 
Scotia  St.:  see  Scotia  Street 

Sedgwick  st.,  J.  P.:  R.  S.  Fowler  et  al.,  petition  c  254 
Seymour  st.  :  order  for  construction,  passed  c  57 
Sherwood  st.:  L.  H.  Sweetman  et  al.,  petition  c  16 
South  st.:  see  South  Street 

Spring  Park  ave.:  L.  H.  Kjer  et  al.,  petition  c  55 
Tenean  st.,  Dorchester:  Charles  McCarthy  et  al.,  petition  c  16 
Tower  st.:  Dolan,  C.  G.,  et  al.,  petition  c  105 
Washington  st.  :  see  Washington  Street 
Westville  st.:  see  Westville   Street 


Quarantine    Station,    Gallop's    Island.      (See    Gallop's 
Island.) 

Quell,  Margaret. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 

Quinn,  John,  Jr.,  Sheriff  Suffolk  County. 

petition  asking  that  chapter  3,  section  6,  of  Revised  Ordinances  of  1914, 
be  amended  in  relation  to  salary  c  227 


Rabinowitz,  Mrs.  Jennie. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  15 

Radial  Highways,  Cost  of  Improving.     (See  Street  Lay- 
ing-Out Department.) 

Rafferty,  Mary  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  e  54 

Railroad  Police.     (See  Police.) 

notice  of  appointment  c  19 

Rath,  Mary  L. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  obstruction  of  the  main  sewer  c  301 


RATTI 


(43) 


RINGING 


Ratti,  Scipione,  et  al. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  refunded  a  tax  paid  twice  by  them  c  210 

Read,  B.  T. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  clothing,  etc.,  by  a  street  sprink- 
ling cart  c  210 

Reading  Rooms  in  Different  Districts.     (See  Library  De- 
partment.) 

Real  Estate  Exchange. 

communication  relative  to  condition  of  streets,  placed  on  file  c  111 


Reardon,  John. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  sustained  bv  fall  on  side- 
walk c  273 


Redding,  Ralph  W. 

petition,   compensation   for 
apparatus  c  47 


damage    to    building  by    fire   department 


Re=empIoyment  of  Patrick  Smith  by  the  City  of  Boston, 
An  Act  to  Authorize  the. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  commissioner  of  public  works  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
with  the  approval  of  the  mayor,  is  hereby  authorized  to  reinstate  as 
an  employee  of  the  department  of  public  works,  Patrick  Smith. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [Approved 
March  22,  1916. 


Registry  of  Deeds.     (See  County  of  Suffolk.) 

Regulations    Concerning     Inflammable     Fluids.     (See 
Inflammable  Fluids.) 

Remodeling  Building  for  Fire   Houses.     (See  Fire  De- 
partment.) 

Removal  of  City  Refuse.     (See  Ordinances.) 


Removing  or  Placing  Underground  Certain  Wires  and 
Electrical  Appliances  in  the  City  of  Boston,  An 
Act  to  Provide  For. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  an  follows: 

Section  1.  The  powers  conferred  and  the  duties  imposed  upon  the 
commissioner  of  wires  in  the  city  of  Boston  in  relation  to  removing 
or  placing  underground  certain  wires  and  electrical  appliances  in 
said  city  in  each  of  the  years  nineteen  hundred  and  twelve  to  nine- 
teen hundred  and  sixteen,  inclusive,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
three  hundred  and  sixty-four  of  the  acts  of  the  year  nineteen  hundred 
and  eleven  and  other  acts  mentioned  in  said  chapter,  are  hereby 
extended,  and  said  powers  shall  be  exercised  and  said  duties  per- 
formed by  said  commissioner  in  each  of  the  years  nineteen  hundred 
and  seventeen  to  nineteen  hundred  and  twenty-one,  inclusive,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  said  chapter  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  and 
tin-  other  acts  mentioned  in  said  chapter. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  January  in  the 
year  nineteen  hundred  and  seventeen.     [Approved  March  21,  1916. 


Representative     Districts,     County    of     Suffolk. 

Suffolk  County,  Representative  Districts.) 


(See 


Reserve  Fund. 

Chelsea  Police  Court:  see  County  of  Suffolk 

city  planning  board:  c  240,  241 

coal  pocket  at  Long  Island:  see  Long  Island 

Commonwealth  ave.:  c  240 

County  of  Suffolk,  Charles  Street  Jail:  see  County  of  Suffolk 

election  department:  printing  of  notices  of  polling  places  c  248 

expense  of  height  of  buildings  commission:  see  Heights  of  Build- 
ings 

expense  of  mobilization:  order  that  expense  be  charged  to  fund, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  219-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
e220 

granolithic  sidewalks:  c241 

House  of  Correction  boiler:  c  279,  286 

Municipal  Court,  Charlestown:  see  County  of  Suffolk 

special  primary  expenses,  election  department:  c  278 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse:  transfer  c  272 

overseers  of  the  poor:  see  Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department 


Restoration  of  Faneuil  Hall. 

partment.) 


(See  Public  Buildings  De- 


Resolve  of  Legislature,  1916,  Providing  for  a  Special 
Commission  to  Consider  the  Financial  Condition 
of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company. 

approved  June  1,  1916 

Retired  Teachers,  Money  Paid  by  City. 

order  accepting  act  relative  to  disposition  of  sums  payable  to  city  of 
Boston  by  the  Commonwealth,  in  reimbursement  for  certain  pensions 
paid  by  the  city,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  379 

Retirement  of  City  Employees.     (See  Pensions.) 
Retirement  of  Veterans. 

order  that  chapter  447  of  Acts  of  1912  relative  to  be  accepted,  referred 
to  executive  committee  o  107-report,  no  further  action  necessary, 
placed  on  file  c  386 

Rice,  David  P. 

petition,  compensation  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  for  injuries  caused  by 
a  fall  c  115 

Richenburg,  Philip. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  by  watering  cart  o  264 

Richmond  Street,  Ward  20. 

sidewalks:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  11 

Ridge,  Mrs.  Catherine. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  15 

Rigby,  A.  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  his  son  and  damage  to  clothing  by 
a  fire  chief's  car  c  54 

Rights  of  City  Council.     (See  City  Council.) 
Ringing  of  Bells. 

order  that  order  authorizing  ringing  of  bolls  be  rescinded,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  190  report,  accepted,  ordei  passed  o  191; 
communication  from  the  mayor  and  city  messenger  transmitting  liat 
of  bills  for  ringing  of  bells;  order  authorizing  transfer  of  money  for 
payment,  passed  e  28.5,  2S6 


RIPLEY  (44) 


SALEM 


. 


Ripley,  W.  L. 

petition  for  hearing  on  claim  for  damages  to  automobile  c  15 

River  Street. 

tracks:  Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company  c  43,  154 

Riverside  Street, 
changing  of  name:  see  Motley  st. 

Riverway. 

restrictions  on  land:  William  H.  M.  Healey  et  al.,  petition  for  removal 
of  c  340-report  with  order  removing  restrictions,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  365,  366-taken  up,  passed  c  374 

Roach  Street,  Dorchester. 

tunnel:  order  that  the  street  commissioner  be  requested  to  submit 
an  estimate  of  cost  of  building  under  tracks  of  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad,  passed  c  260 

Robinson,  N.  W. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  estate  by  break  in  sewer  pipe 
c  193 

Rocchi,  Madalina. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  43 

Rockwell,  Elgin. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  c  273 

Rockwell  Street. 

sidewalk:  S.  F.  Sanford  et  al.,  petition  c  273;  order  for  construction, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  299-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c365 

Rogers,  Howard  C. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  a  city  wagon  c  47 

Rooney,  James. 

petition  te  be  retired  c  295-granted  e  299 

Rose,  Mrs. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  from  fall  c  232 

Rosen,  Joseph. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  water  from  a  defective  pipe  c  54 

Rosen,  Mary. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  water  from  a  defective  pipe  c  54 

Rosen,  Max. 

petition,  compensation  for  accident  caused  by  lack  of  signal  light  c  210 

Rosenberg,  Annie. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  because  of  a  defect  c  295 

Rosenburg,  Bernard. 

petition,  compensation  for  a  refund  of  fee  paid  for  a  permit  to  make 
sewer  connection  c  210 

Rosenfield,  Jacob. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  rent  due  for  premises  occupied  by 
the  paving  service  c  372 


Roslindale. 

police  station:  see  West  Roxbury 

Ross,  Lebe. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  9 


Rotstein,  Frank  A. 

petition,   compensation  for  damages  by  an  employee  in  the  sanitary) 
division  c  7 


Rowe,  Canterbury  and  Seymour  Streets. 

sidewalks:  cost  of  construction  with  orders  to  assess  and  collect,  re: 
ferred  to  executive  committee  e  182-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  192 


Rowen,  Henry  S.,  Dr. 

appointed  hospital  trustee  c  362;  communication  from  the  civil  servici 
commissioners  requesting  information  c  370-approved  c  378 


Roxbury. 

salaries  of  justices  and  clerks  of  court:  see  County  of  Suffolk 

Roxbury  South  and  Jamaica  Plain. 

streets  needing  repairs:  c  162 

Royall,  Mrs.  James. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  by  mounted  police  officer  c  254 

Rubenstein,  Joseph. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  clothing  of  his  daughter  c  15 

Ruggles  Street. 

changing  name  of  portion  of  street:  see  Louis  Prang  st. 

Rules  for  1916.     (.See  City  Council.) 


Safeguarding     Highway    Drawbridges.      (See    Highway 
Drawbridges.) 

Salary  Increases,  City  Hospital.     (See  Hospital  Depart- 
ment.) 

Salaries  of  Justices,  etc.     (See  County  of  Suffolk.) 

Salaries  of  Justices,  etc.,  Roxbury  Court.     (See  Countj 
of  Suffolk.) 

Salaries  of  Justices,  etc.,  South   Boston  Court.     (See 
County  of  Suffolk.) 

Sale    of    Old    Material,    Public    Works    Department. 

(See  Public  Works  Department.) 

Sale  of  Unclaimed  Baggage.     (See  Unclaimed  Baggage.) 
Salem  Street. 

engine  house  8:  see  Fire  Department 


SAMUEL 


(45) 


SHIRLEY 


Samuel  H.  White  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sewage  c  227 

Sances,  Mrs. 

petition,  compensation  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for  injuries  c  254 


Sandler,  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  goods  in  cellar  by  surface  water 
c  249 


Santospirito,  S. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  leak  in  water  pipe  c  54 

Santosuosso,  Principio. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  on  ferryboat  c  22 

Savin  Hill  Playground  and  Beach. 

loan:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for  loan  of 
$149,000  for  improvements,  referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  35- 
taken  up,  given  first  reading  and  passage  c  45-taken  up,  given  final 
reading  and  passage  c  56-report  no  further  action  necessary  c  232 


S.  B.  Wiley  &  Sons  Company. 


petition,   compensation  for  injuries   to  horse  by   loose   manhole   cover 
c227 


Scanlon,  John. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a  barrel  thrown  by  an 
employee  of  the  sanitary  division  c  115 

Scannell,  Daniel. 

petition,  retirement  c  105-granted  c  107 

Schaler,  Joseph. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  horse  by  a  defect  in  street  c  37 

Scherer,  Theresa. 

petition,  comoensation  for  damage  to  clothing  because  of  a  defect  in 
street  c  295 

Schimmel,  Robert  Carl. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  a  defect  c  105 

Schneider,  Mrs.  Charles. 

petition,  compensation  for  death  of  her  husband  who  died  from  injuries 
received  while  assisting  firemen  c  301 

Schoeplin,  Charles  C. 

c  342;  see,  also.  Public  Lands 

School  Department. 

schoolhouse  commissioner:  Joseph  P.  Lomasney,  appointed  c  154- 
notice  from  civil  service  commissioners  c  154-approved  c  182;  William 
F.  Kearns,  resigned  c  9;  notice  of  appointment  of  Patrick  O'Hearn  as 
temporary  commissioner  c  9;  Thomas  D.  O'Connor,  appointed  c  55- 
approved  c  111;  organization  c  154 

Permanent  School  Pension  Fund:  communication  from  the  school 
committee  giving  notice  of  retirement  of  Mr.  Brock  and  election  of 
Mr.  Michael  H.  Corcoran,  placed  on  file  c  9 

report  of  Dr.  James  H.  Van  Sickle:  order  that  an  edition  of  1,000 
copies  be  printed,  referred  to  committee  on  printing  c  193-reconsidered, 
discussed  c  194,  195-referred  to  committee  on  printing  c  195-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  219 

Smith-Hughes  bill  relative  to  vocational  training:  see  Smith- 
Hughes  Bill 


Schools  of  Agriculture  and  Horticulture. 

notice  of  acceptance  of  act  relative  to  c  369,  370 

Schwartz,  Qoldie. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 

Science,  Louis. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  from  fall  e  389 

Scotia  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  11 

Second=hand  Granite  Block  Pavement. 

4,500  square  yards  furnished  c  330 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

communication  transmitting  list  of  councilor,  senatorial  and  representa- 
tive districts  c  344 

Sedgwick  Street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

sidewalk:  It.  S.  Fowler  el  al.,  petition  c  254 

Segregated  Budget  Transfers.     (See  Budget  Commission.) 


Selden,  James. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  lamp-post  in  road- 
way c  382 


Sewerage  Works.     (<See  Public  Works  Department.) 

Sewerage    Works,  Charles    River    Basin.     (See   Charles 
River  Basin.) 

Seymour  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  57,  230 

Shairer,  Adolf. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  bursting  of  a  water  main  c  153 

Shanley,  Gertrude  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  fall  e  249 

Shea,  D.  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  54 

Shea,  Ralph  T. 

payment  to  mother  of  $5,000:  see  Police  Department 

Sheehan,  Patrick  T. 

petition  for  retirement  c  153-granted  e  155 

Sherwood  Street. 

sidewalk:  Louis  H.  Sweetman  et  al.,  petition  c  16-report,  with  order 
for  construction,  accepted,  passed  o  31 

Shirley  Street  and  Massachusetts  Avenue. 

land:  order  that  the   mayor  be  authorized  to  sell  a  strip  at  corner, 
passed  c  342-taken  up,  given  final  reading  and  passage  0  ■i"il 


SHONOKLER 


(46) 


SPRING 


Shonokler,  Julius. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  defective  sewer  c  249 

Shore,  Barnard. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  from  a  defect  c  301 


Shwartz,  Wolf. 

petition,  compensation  to  be  paid  for  a  boiler  which  burst    because  of 
the  shutting  off  of  water  c  249 


Signs  at  Drawbridges.     (See  Drawbridges.) 


Silloway,  Charles  E. 

order  that  special  act  to  pay  widow  be  accepted,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  23;  order  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  sum  to  which 
he  would  have  been  entitled  had  he  served  as  assistant  city  messenger 
until  April  1,  1916,  referred  to  executive  committee  e  23-report,  no 
further  action  necessary  c  386;  order  to  pay  widow  the  sum  to  which 
he  would  have  been  entitled  as  assistant  city  messenger  had  he  lived 
and  served  until  April  1,  1916,  referred  to  executive  committee  e  220- 
report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  220 


Silverman,  Elizabeth. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  coal  hole  cover  broken  by  a  city  team  c  15 

Simons,  Rose. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  property  c  232 

Sinking  Funds. 

commissioners:  notice  of  organization,  James  W.Dunphy,  chairman 
c  111;  John  J.  Cassidy,  Logan  L.  McLean,  appointed  c  116 

borrowing  capacity:  report,  placed  on  file  c  232 

cancellation  of  Cochituate  Water  Debt:  communication  from  the 
mayor  transmitting  ordinance  to  facilitate  reduction  of  debt,  referred 
to  committee  on  ordinances  c  254-report  with  substitute  ordinance  in 
new  draft,  accepted,  passed  c  312 

report:  communication  from  the  mayor  submitting  report  of  city 
auditor  and  commissioners  c  36,  37-referred  to  committee  on  finance 
c37 


Skelton,  Frank  B.     (See  County  of  Suffolk,  County  Ac- 
counts.) 

Smith=Hughes  Bill. 

preamble  and  resolutions  indorsing  bill  now  before  Congress  relative  to 
vocational  education,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  44 ;  report,  no 
further  action  necessary,  accepted,  preambles  and  resolutions  re- 
jected c  48 


Smith,  Michael. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages,  Albany  st.  c  22 

Social  Law  Library. 

appropriations:  order  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  one  thousand 
dollars  for  maintenance  and  enlargement  of  said  library,  referred  to 
executive  committee  c  370 

Solari,  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  surface  water  c  54 


Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 

committee:  appointed  c  5 

appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  and  soldiers'  relief 
with  order  for  transfer  of  $4,000  from  granolithic  sidewalk  to  said 
appropriation,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  337-report,  accepted, 
order  rejected  c  341 

pension:  order  that  special  act  relative  to  pension  of  James  F.  Merrill 
be  accepted,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  116-report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  155;  order  to  allow  and  pay  pension  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  116-accepted,  passed  c  155 

state  aid :  report  and  order  for  payment  of  aid,  February,  1916,  accepted, 
passed  c  19;  March  c  31;  April  c  59;  May  c  117;  June  c  190;  July 
c  224;  August  c  232;  September  c  260;  October  c  282;  November 
c  334;  December  c  351;  order  to  allow  a  certain  sum  for  immediate 
relief,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  220-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  220;  order  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  $300  for  immediate 
relief,  passed  c  363-report,  accepted,  order  passed  e  274 


South  Boston. 

act  establishing  salaries  of  justices  of  court:  see  County  of  Suffolk 

bath  house,  old  police  station:  see  Public  Buildings  Department 

bath  house,  Police  Station  6:  see  Public  Buildings  Department 

freight  terminal  facilities:  see  New.  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  Company 

railroad  changes,  West  First  St.:  see  Public  Service  Commission  or 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 

Strandway:  see  Strandway 

South  Boston  and  Dorchester  North. 
streets  needing  repairs:  e  161 

South  Boston  Citizens'  Association. 

petition  relative  to  certain  proposed  changes  by  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad  c  320 

South  End. 

municipal  building:  see  Municipal  Building,  South  End 

South  End  and  Roxbury  North. 
streets  needing  repairs:  c  162 

South  Street,  Roslindale. 

sidewalks:  Charles  A.  Schmitt  et  al.,  petition  c  210 

South  and  Arborway. 
release  of  city  land:  see  Public  Lands 


Spanish  War  Veterans. 

communication  from  the  mayor  and  corporation  counsel  with  order  to 
lease  building,  formerly  occupied  as  chemical  fire  station,  East  Boston, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  36S-report,  accepted,  order  passed 
c  374,  375 


Special  Committees  of  the  City  Council. 

c5 

Special   Primary  Expenses.     (See  Election  Department.) 

Specific  Appropriation,  Question  of. 

by  Hon.  Nathan  Matthews  o  183 

Spring  Park  Avenue. 

sidewalk:  L.  H.  Kjer  et  al.,  petition  c  55 


SPROULES 


07) 


STREET 


Sproules,  Thomas. 

appointed  overseer  of  the  poor  c  160-approvcd  by  civil  service  commis- 
sioners c  207 


St.  Cecilia  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  11 

Standing  Committees  of  the  City  Council. 

c5 

State  Election. 

order  of  notice  c  283 

State  Representative  Districts. 

list  c  344 

State  Tax  Assessed  on  City  of  Boston. 

two  million  five  hundred  forty-eight  thousand    two  hundred  and  forty 
dollars 

Station  7,  Sale  of.     (.See  Public  Buildings.) 

Statistics  Department. 

municipal  register:  see  Municipal  Register 

Stein,  Alexander. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  a  defect  c  320 

Steinert,  Alexander. 

appointed  art  commissioner  c  116 

Stewart,  John  T.,  Late  Fireman. 

order  to  allow  and  pay  widow  sum  of  $300  annuity,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  224-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  249 

Stillman  and  Morton  Streets. 

changes     in    section:  communication    from   the    finance    commission 
relative  to  c  322— referred  to  committee  on  finance  c  322 


Stillman  Bottling  Company. 

petition,   compensation  for  damage  to  auto  truck  by  a  team  of  the 
public  works  department  c  9 


Stillman  Street. 

widening:  report,    recommending    reference    to    finance    commission, 
accepted  c  48 


Storrow,  James  J.,  Councilor. 

appointed:  committee  on  appropriations,  executive,  finance,  ordi- 
nances, branch  libraries,  county  accounts,  fire  hazard,  inspection  of 
prisons,  legislative  matters,  Parkman  Fund,  soldiers'  relief,  rules  c  5 

orders  offered:  death  of  Councilor  Coulthurst  c  209 
opinion  of  finance  commission  on  street  repairs  c  284 
standardization  of  annual  reports  c  284 
comprehensive  street  widening  plan  c  298 
signs  mi  drawbridges  c  312 
payment  of  money  to  Gatelys  c  364 
street  repairs,  substitute  c  163,  164 


Storrow,  James  J.,  Councilor,  continued. 

remarks:  income  c  44 
sidewalk  schedules  c  82 
loan  for  street  repairing  c  197,  198 
next  meeting  (July  6)  c  198 

appropriation  for  construction  of  streets  c  211-218 
improvement  of  Strandway  c  219 

appropriation,  overseeing  of  the  poor  department  c  266 
transfer  of  appropriations  e  266,  267 
next  meeting  c  283 

street  repairs,  report  of  committee  on  finance  c  284 
standardization  of  annual  reports  c  284 
comprehensive  street  widening  plan  c  298 
street  improvement  propositions  c  29S,  299 
one  day  in  three  for  firemen  c  307,  308,  309 
Parkman  Fund  c  363,  364 
payment  of  money  to  Gatelys  c  364 
street  repairs  c  164-168 
opinion  of  Hon.  Nathan  Matthews  c  171 
high  cost  of  living  c  352 


Strandway  and  Old  Harbor  Improvements. 

communications  from  the  finance  commission  and  consulting  engineer, 
relative  to  improvements  and  transmitting  report  of  result  of  exami- 
nation of  contract  c  289-282-referred  to  executive  committee  c  282 


Strandway,  South  Boston. 

completion:  communication  from  the  mayor  and  park  commissioners 
relative  to,  with  order  for  loan  of  $599,000,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  e  110-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  219;  report,  accepted, 
order  passed  c  286;  communication  from  the  city  clerk  giving  notice 
that  said  loan  order  went  into  effect  July  8,  1916,  placed  on  file  c  223 


Street  Asphalt. 


c  322-332 


Street  Books.     (See  Street  Laying-Out  Department.) 


Street    Construction,    Money   for. 

Street  Construction.) 

Street  Laying=Out  Department. 


(See   Public   Works, 


Francis  J.  Erennan,  appointed  c  362-approved  c  37S 

appropriation,  transfers:  see  Appropriations,  Transfers 

car  congestion,  Washington  St.:  see  Boston  Elevated  Street  Railway 
Company 

changing  names  of  streets:  communication  changing  names  of  various 
streets,  placed  on  file  c  22 

comprehensive  street  widening  plan:  order  that  the  street  commis- 
sioners submit  a  comprehensive  and  progressive  program  of  street 
widenings,  in  the  order  of  importance,  to  be  accomplished  during  a 
series  of  years  as  money  may  become  available,  etc.,  passed  c  29S 

cost  of  improving  radial  highways:  order  that  the  street  commis- 
"sioners  be  requested  to  furnish  cost  of  widening  and  improving  North 
Beacon  st.,  Brighton;  Washington  St.,  West  Roxbury;  Washington 
st.,  Dorchester;  Centre  st.,  West  Roxbury,  passed  c  17*0 

exchange  of  land,  Forest  Hills:  see  Public  Lands 

highway  loans:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  commu- 
nication from  the  street  commissioners  and  recommending  adoption 
of  two  orders:  order  for  loan  of  §500,000,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance  c  51,  52-report  no  further  action  necessary  c  232— report,  with 
list  of  streets  designated  for  improvement,  accepted,  given  first  reading 
and  passage  c  179;  order  for  loan  of  §300,000  referred  I"  committee  on 
finance  c  52-report,  with  order  giving  streets  designated  for  improve- 
ment, accepted,  given  first  reading  and  passage  o  17'.);  communication 
from  the  city  clerk  notifying  that  loan  is  in  force  since  June  17,  1916, 
placed  on  file  c  1S2;  §500,000  referred  last  year,  no  further  action 
necessary  c  232 

regulation,  street  traffic:  copy   of  vote   from   street   commissioners 

amending  section  relating  to  standing  of  vehicles  over  twenty  minutes, 
placed  on  file  c  16;  communication  from  the  commissioners  relative  to 
one  way  streets  by  adding  Chauncy  st.  from  Summer  st.  to  Kssrx  st., 
placed  on  file  c  19;  amendment  to  section  1  of  article  6,  of  street 
traffic  regulations,  placed  on  file  c  2S2 

street  books:  order  to  prepare  and  have  printed  an  edition  of  1,500 
copies  of  a  list  of  streets,  etc.  c  379,  380  referred   to  commit  i< 

I m  i ti i  in ■■:  <■  ;jso 

track  locations,  etc.:  sec  under  name  of  petitioner. 


STREET 


(48) 


TAXES 


Street  Laying=Out  Department,  continued. 

white  lines  at  congested  street  corners:  order  that  the  street  com- 
missioners report  whether  the  making  of  white  lines  on  the  pavements 
would  not  be  of  assistance  to  lessen  the  danger  of  accident  to  people 
on  foot,  passed  c  284 

widenings: 

Belgrade  ave.:  see  Belgrade  Avenue 
Hyde  Park  ave.:  see  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
New  Minot  ST.:  see  New  Minot  Street 
Oakland  St.:  see  Oakland  Street,  Dorchester 
Tremont  ST.:  see  Tremont  Street 


Streets-Needing  Reconstruction.     (See  Public  Works  De- 
partment.) 

Street  Railway  Location,  Pleasant  Street.     (See  Pleas- 
ant Street.) 


Street  Repairs. 

appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  two 
orders,  one  for  $100,000  and  one  for  $47,000,  referred  to  committee  on 
appropriations,  motion  to  reconsider,  discussed  e  149-153-lost  c  153- 
report,  accepted,  substitute  order  offered  c  163,  164-discussed  c  164- 
170-substitute  order  passed  c  170-report  on  message  of  mayor,  placed 
on  file  c  386 

loan,  $253,802:  communication  from  the  mayor  submitting  order  for 
loan  of  $253,802,  referred  to  committee  on  appropriations,  motion  to 
reconsider,  discussed  c  172-174-lost  c  174 

pavement,  bitulithic:  communication  to  the  finance  commission 
from  Warren  Brothers  relative  to  merits  of  pavement  c  186-188- 
placed  on  file  c  188;  communication  from  the  finance  commission 
transmitting  letter  from  the  consulting  engineer  Guy  C.  Emerson 
c  256-258-placed  on  file  c  258;  communication  from  Warren  Bros., 
in  answer  to  report  of  engineer,  placed  on  file  c  259 

pavements,  etc.:  communication  from  Warren  Brothers  relative  to, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  176,  177-referred  to  committee  on 
appropriations  c  178 

paving  Bardwell  and  other  streets:  communication  from  Warren 
Brothers  to  finance  commission  relative  to  report  of  consulting  engi- 
neer, placed  on  file  c  188 

reconstruction  and  repair  of  streets:  preamble  and  resolve,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  220-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  220 

streets  needing  repairs:  order  that  the  finance  commission  be  re- 
quested to  submit  any  memoranda  or  data  showing  streets  needing 
repairs,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  113-report,  accepted,  order 
passed  c  113;  communication  from  the  finance  commission  giving 
list  of  streets  e  161-163-placed  on  file  c  163;  communication  from 
the  mayor  relative  to,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  119;  report, 
accepted,  discussed  c  210-219-passed  c  219-given  final  reading  and 
passage  c  208;  communication  from  the  mayor  vetoing  order  for 
$473,110  for  streets,  placed  on  file  c  172 

street  work:  order  requesting  report  from  finance  commission  on 
street  repairs,  etc.,  passed  c  284;  communication  from  the  finance 
commission,  transmitting  tabulated  statement  c  322-332-referred  to 
executive  committee  c  332 

transfer  from  park  department:  report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  210; 
motion  to  recall  order  from  committee  discussed  c  195-substitute  order 
offered  c  195-discussed  c  195-198-substitute  rejected,  original  order 
rejected  o  198 

Sturgis,  R.  Clipston. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  by  fire  apparatus  c  210 

Sturtevant  Mill  Company. 

communication  from  the  mayor  with  order  for  sale  of  certain  land, 
Dorchester,  near  Tenean  creek,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands 
c  314,  315 


Suffolk,  County  of.     (See,  also,   County  Accounts.) 

Chelsea  Police  Court  transfer:  communication  from  the  mayor  trans- 
mitting communication  from  Albert  D.  Bossen,  justice,  with  order  for 
transfer  of  $800  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee c  291,  292-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  299 


Suffolk  County  Courthouse.    (See,  also,  County  Accounts.) 

additional  appropriation  c  221 

Suffolk  County  Apportionment  Commission. 

appropriation:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  order  for 
an  appropriation  of  $5,200,  placed  on  file  c  231 

commission:  report,  placed  on  file  c  280-report,  c  243,  244-placed  on 
file  c  244 

Suffolk  County  Jail.     (See  County  of  Suffolk.) 
Suffolk  County  Representative   Districts. 

report  of  commission  to  apportion,  placed  on  file  c  259 


Sullivan,  A.  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  the  breaking  of  clock  weights  in 
tower  c  45 


Sullivan,  Daniel  M. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  c  264 

Sullivan,  Patrick  O. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  a  fall  c  320 

Summer  Street  Extension  Trust. 

tracks:  C  St.,  granted  c  154;  notice  of  hearing  on  tracks,  Fargo  St., 
placed  on  file  c  182 

Superior  Civil  Court. 

accounts  of  clerk  c  188-190 

Superior  Civil  Court  Jurors.     (See  Jurors.) 

Superior  Criminal  Court  Jurors.     (See  Jurors.) 

Supplementary  Appropriation    Bill.     (See    Appropriation 
Bill.) 

Supply  Department. 

appropriation  transfer:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmit- 
ting order  for  transfer,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  248-report, 
accepted,  order  passed  c  266 

superintendent:  John  B.  Martin,  appointed  c  340,  362;  Patrick 
O'Hearn,  appointed  temporarily  c  296;  D.  Frank  Doherty,  notice  of 
resignation  c  296 

Swanberg,  John. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  153 

Sweeping  of  Sidewalks,  Ordinance.     (See  Ordinances.) 


Target    Practice.      (See  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia.) 
Tassinare,  Lindo. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  break  in  water  main  c  47 

Taxes,  Loans  in  Anticipation  of.     (See  Loans.) 


TAXES 


(49) 


VACATIONS 


Taxes,  Payment  of. 

orders  relative  to  payment  of  to  meet  appropriations,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  153-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  155 

Taxi=Service  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  auto  by  defect  in  street  c  153 


Temporary  Discontinuance  of  Street  Cars.     (See  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company.) 

Tenean  Beach. 

cost  of  bath  house:  report  on  order  relative  to  cost  (referred  in  1915), 
accepted,  order  passed  c  393 

Tenean  Street,  Dorchester. 

sidewalk:  Charles  McCarthy  et  of.,  petition  c  16 

Thayer,  Eugene  V.  R. 

appointed  consumptives'  hospital  trustee  c  116 

Thompson,  A.  W. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  window  broken  by  an  employee  of  the  water 
division  c  47 

Thornton,  John  P. 

report  with  order  (referred  last  year)  to  pay  for  loss  of  fowl  killed  by  dogs, 
accepted,  passed  c  10, 11 

Tierney,  James. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect  c  339 

Tivan,  Mary  H. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  by  sewage  c  210 

Tosi  Music  Company. 

petition,  license  for  firearms  c  295-granted  c  299 

Tower  Street. 

sidewalks:  Cecelia  G.  Dolan  et  al.,  petition  c  105 

Towle,  Arthur  R. 

probation  officer:  see  County  of  Suffolk,  County  Accounts 

Traffic  Regulations.    (See  Street  Laying-Out  Department.) 

Transfer  of  Gallop's  Island.     (See  Gallop's  Island.) 

Treasury  Department, 
payment  of  city  employees  by  check:  see  City  Employees 

Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  Transfer  of 
Gallop's  Island.     (See  Gallop's  Island.) 

Tree  Planting.     (See  City  Planning  Board.) 
Trees. 

information  relative  to  planting  c  29 


Trefry,  Justin  E 

itition,   compensat 
contractor  for  the  city  c  320 


petition,   compensation  for  damages   to  his  daughter's   clothing   by   a 
foi  " 


Tremont  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  passed  c  275 

widening:  order  that  street   commissioners   report   cost  of   widening, 
from  Warrenton  st.  to  Castle  sq. ,  passed  c  379 

Trustees  Under  the  Will  of  Eben  D.  Jordan. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  fire  department  apparatus  c  110 


Tucker,  Annie  L. 

petition  to  be  repaid  the  amount  of  taxes  on  land  and  interest  lost  on 
award  on  account  of  delay  on  part  of  the  city  in  settling  land-taking  c  37 


Tully,  George  M. 

petition  to  be  retired  e  280-granted  o  334 

Tunnel  Tolls.     (See  East  Boston  Ferry,  Tunnel  Tolls.) 
Tutela,  Mrs.  T.  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  and  damages  to  clothing  c  110 

Twomey,  Mrs.  Ellen. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  a  broken  water  meter  c  382 


Unclaimed  Baggage. 

sale  of:  order  for  appointment  of  special  committee,  passed  c  5;  ap- 
pointed c  5 

Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  Company:  petition  to  sell  c  9-report,  with 
order  for  sale,  accepted,  passed  c  219-petition  to  sell  c  340-granted 
c  364 
Boston  Terminal  Company:  petition  to  sell  c  153-granted  e  260 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company:  petition 
to  sell  c  295-granted  c  298 

Unfinished  Business.     (See  City  Council.) 

Union  Freight  Railroad. 

Atlantic  ave.:  location  granted  c  198;  notice  of  hearing  o  210 

Union  Furniture  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  a  leak  in  water  main  c  273 

Union  Park  Street. 

roping  off:  order  to  rope  off  during  race  April  8,  referred  to  executive 
committee  c  38-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  38 

United  Drug  Company, 
location  of  tracks:  granted  c   111 

Use  of  Streets,  Ordinance.     (See  Ordinances.) 


Vacations  for  Employees  of   the    Municipal    Printing 
Plant  of  the  City  of  Boston.     Act  to  Provide. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Employees  of  the  municipal  printing  plant  of  the  city  of 
Boston  who  have  been  regularly  employed  therein  for  ono  year  or 
more  shall  be  granted  annually  a  vacation  of  two  weeks  without,  loss 
of  pay,  at  such  times  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
printing  plant  will  cause  the  least  interference  with  the  regular  work 
of  tho  said  plant. 

Sect.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.     {Approved  March  1, 

1916. 


VAN 


(50) 


WESTMINSTER 


Van  Sickle,   Dr.  James  H. 

order  to  print  an  edition  of  1,000  copies  of  the  report  made  to  the  finance 
commission  on  the  school  department,  referred  to  committee  on  printing 
c  193-reconsidered,  discussed  c  194,  195-referred  to  committee  on 
printing  c  195-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  219 

Vershoff,  F.  H.,  M.  D. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  wagon  of  the  sani- 
tary division  c  110 

Veterans,  Retirement  of.     (See  Retirement  of  Veterans.) 

Vocational    Training,  Smith=Hughes  Bill.     (See   Smith- 
Hughes  Bill.) 

Voye,  Qeorge. 

petition  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  child 
c  15 


Walkins,  Mary  Q. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  fall  c  280 

Walkup  Brothers. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  to  wagon  c  22 

Wallingford  Road,  Brighton. 

land:  communications  from  the  mayor  and  real  estate  expert  relative 
to  sale  of  land  to  abutters,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands 
c  27,  2S-report,  placed  on  file  c  393 

Walnut  Street,  Dorchester. 

taking  of  land:  see  Neponset 

Walnut  Street,  Neponset. 
remodeling  fire  house:  c  297 

Ward  5. 

bath  house  and  gymnasium:  see  Park  and  Recreation  Department 

Ward  23. 

branch  library:  see  Library  Department 

Wareham  and  Maiden  Streets. 

restrictions:  Josiah  H.  Goddard,  petition  for  release  c  273-report 
with  order,  accepted,  passed  c  311 

Warren  Brothers. 

communication  from,  relative  to  street  paving  c  1861-88-plaeed  on  file 
c  188 

Warren  Brothers  Company. 

communication  from,  relative  to  pavements  e  176, 177-referred  to  execu- 
tive committee  c  177-referred  to  committee  on  appropriations  c  178; 
communication  relative  to,  report  of  engineer,  placed  on  file  c  259 

Warren  Brothers  Company,  Contracts. 

c324 

Warshaw,  Eli. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  c  15 


Washington  Street. 

cars:  communication  from  the  street  commissioners  relative  to,  referred 
to  executive  committee  c  369-report,  accepted,  order  passed  c  370; 
order  that  order  passed  by  city  council  relative  to  hours  be  revised 
by  changing  hours  to  10  a.  m.  and  5.30  p.  m.  c  375;  order  that  order 
passed  relative  to,  be  rescinded 

closing:  order  that  the  street  commissioners  report  findings  on  tem- 
porary closing,  passed  c  365 

owner  of  property  313-319:  notice  from,  of  saving  of  rights  against 
encroachments  on  said  property  c  23 


Washington  Street,  West  Roxbury. 

granite  blocks  on  concrete  base:  cost  c  196 

resurfacing:  order  to  resurface  and  put  in  condition,  between  Walk 
Hill  and  South  sts.,  passed  c  370 

sidewalk:  order    for    construction,    referred    to    executive    committee 
c370 


Washington,  Tremont,  Castle  and  other  streets,  District 
Bounded  by  Playground.  (See  Playground,  South 
End.) 

Waterbound  Macadam. 

25,000  square  yards  finished  c  330 

Watson,  James  A. 

petition  for  action  adverse  to  proposed  increase  of  fares  c  362 

Wayland  Street. 

sidewalk:  Maurice  Aronson  et  ah,  petition  c  210 


Weldon,  John  E. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  collision  with  a  street  sweeping 
machine  c  295 


West  Broadway. 

asphalt,  concrete  base:  cost  c  196 

West  End. 

bath  house:  see  bath  house,  West  End 

municipal  building:  see  municipal  building,  West  End 

West  End  Street  Railway  Company. 

extension  of  time:  granted  c  55 

locations:  475th,  476th,  granted  c  55;  hearing  on  petition  for  473d 
location  c  16;  346th,  extension  of  time  for  completion,  granted  c  37; 
474th,  notice  of  hearing  on  petition c 38;  478th,  granted c  111;  notice  of 
hearing  on  478th  c  116;  474th,  granted  e  30;  479th,  480th,  hearing 
c  207;  Commonwealth  ave.  and  approval;  488th  and  490th  loca- 
tions c  362;  485th,  486th,  notice  of  hearing  c  259;  471st,  granted 
c  296;  488th,  489th,  490th,  granted  c  320-notice  of  hearing  481st, 
484th  c  244 

tracks,  Pleasant  st.:  see  Pleasant  Street 

tracks: 

Alfobd  St.:  temporary  location,  granted  c  106 
Huntington  ave.:  487th,  granted  c  265 
Lexington  and  other  streets:  location,  granted  c  176 
Mavekick  sq.:  location,  granted  c  176 
Neponset  ave.:  notice  of  hearing  c  154 
Roxbuby  st.  and  Doecfiesteb  ave.:  granted  c  244 
Washington  and  other  streets:  granted  c  223 

Westminster  and  other  streets. 
asphalting:  cost  $19,210  c  196 


WEST 


(51) 


ZONA 


West  Roxbury. 

courthouse,  Forest  Hills  sq.:  order  that  superintendent  be  requested 
to  advertise  for  site  and  report  cost,  passed  c  19;  communication  from 
the  mayor  transmitting  report  of  municipal  real  estate  expert,  John 
Beck,  relative  to  land  at  Tower  and  Washington  sts.  c41,  42-referred 
to  committee  on  finance  c  42-taken  up,  read  once,  passed  c  364 

courthouse:  report,  accepted,  placed  on  file  c  347 

exchange  of  land,  Forest  Hills:  see  Public  Lands 

new  police  station:  see  Police  Department 

site  for  police  station,  Roslindale:  order  that  the  superintendent  of 
public  buildings  be  requested  to  advertise  for  site  and  to  prepare  esti- 
mate of  cost  of  erection  of  building,  referred  to  executive  committee 
c44 

streets  needing  repairs:  c  161 

West  Roxbury  Parkway. 

extension,  Belgrade  ave.,  land  taken:  see  Belgrade  ave. 

Westville  Street. 

sidewalk:  order  for  construction,  referred  to  executive  committee  c  21 

Wetherbie,  L.  L. 

petition  for  damages  to  property,  Audubon  rd.  c  344 

Whiteacre,  Mary  A. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect  o  254 

White  Lines  at  Congested  Street  Corners.     (See  Street 
Laying-Out  Department.) 

Whittemore,  W.  P.,  Company. 

petition,  compensation  for  injury  to  a  horse  by  a  defect  c  249 

Wiggin,  Joseph  A. 

communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  communication  from, 
relative  to  pension  received  for  services  at  House  of  Correction, 
referred  to  executive  committee  c  301 

Wilder,  Augustus  A.,  Jr. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  a  defect  c  295 


Wilson,  Jane. 

petition,  compensation  for  personal  injuries  c  15 

Winthrop  Street,  Charlestown. 

fire  house:  see  Fire  Department 


Wire  Department. 

commissioner:  James   E.   Cole,   appointed   c    Ill-approved   by   civil 
service  commissioners  c  160 

appropriations,  transfers:  see  Appropriations,  Transfers 


Woodlock,  Edward  J. 

petition,  compensation  for  injuries  to  horse   by  defective  sewer  cover 
c  280 


Woods,  Edward  Q. 

petition,  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by  fire  department 
apparatus  c  340 


Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 

agent:  communication  from  the  mayor  transmitting  ordinance  for  pay- 
ment of  salary,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances  o  6;  report, 
accepted,  ordinance  passed  c  38 


Wren  Street. 

sidewalk:  report,  no  further  action  necessary  c  386 

Wright,  Mrs.  Annie. 

petition,  compensation  for  damages  by  break  in  pipe  c  37 


Zeman=Amdur  Company. 

petition  to  be  paid  expense  of  repairing  drain  c  54 

Zona,  Letterio. 

petition  to  be  paid  for  wagon  destroyed  by  a  city  team  c  110 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


INAUGURATION  EXERCISES. 

Monday,  February  7,  191G. 

The  inauguration  exercises  attendant  upon  the 
induction  into  office  of  Councilors-elect  John  J. 
Attridge,  Walter  L.  Collins,  Thomas  J.  Kenny  and 
James  J.  Storrow,  were  held  in  the  City  Council 
Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  Mayor,  Hon.  James  M.  Curley,  ex-Mayor 
Hon.  Thomas  N.  Hart,  the  chaplain,  heads  of 
departments  and  invited  guests  assembled  in  the 
Mayor's  office  between  10.15  and  10.30  o'clock  a.  m. 

Chairman  BALLANTYNE,  senior  member,  in 
calling  the  City  Council  to  order  in  its  Chamber  at 
10.47  a.  m.,  said: 

The  Council  will  be  in  order. 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Mr.  Chairman,  I  move 
that  the  Chair  appoint  a  committee  of  two  to 
escort  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  the  Council 
Chamber. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  Chairman  BAL- 
LANTYNE appointed  as  said  committee  Coun. 
Coleman  and  McDonald.  The  committee  attended 
to  the  duty  assigned,  presently  returning  to  the 
Chamber,  reporting  that  the  Mayor  and  suite 
would  shortly  be  in  attendance. 

Mayor  Curley  entered  the  Council  Chamber  at 
10.54  a.  m.,  accompanied  by  Rev.  Fr.  Arthur  T. 
Connolly,  chaplain,  ex-Mayor  Hart,  heads  of 
departments  and  invited  guests. 

His  Honor  Mayor  Curley  took  the  chair  and 
said : 

Those  present  will  kindly  rise  while  the  chap- 
lain delivers  the  prayer. 

The  prayer  by  the  chaplain,  Rev.  Fr.  Arthur  T. 
Connolly,  was  as  follows: 

In  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and 
of   the   Holy   Ghost.    Amen.  i 

We  beseech  Thee,  Almighty  God,  the  source  of 
wisdom  and  power,  that  Thou  shalt  be  pleased  to 
assist  thy  servants,  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  with  thy  spirit 
of  wisdom  and  strength.  So  direct  and  bless  all 
of  their  consultations  and  deliberations  that  they 
may  tend  and  redound  to  the  peace,  happiness, 
piety  and  prosperity  of  our  beloved  city  and  to 
the  greater  honor  and  glory  of  God's  holy  name. 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name.  Thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us.  And  lead  ■ 
us  not  into  tempation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil. 
Amen. 

Mayor  CURLEY— The  City  Clerk  will  read 
the  communication  from  the  Election  Commis- 
sioners certifying  to  the  election  of  the  new  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council,  and  will  then  call  the 
roll. 

A  communication  was  read,  certifying  to  the 
election  of  John  J.  Attridge,  Walter  L.  Collins, 
Thomas  J.  Kenny  and  James  J.  Storrow  as  the 
new  members-elect  of  the  City  Council. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 

The  City  Clerk  called  the  roll  of  members-elect 
and  all  were  present  but  Coun.  James  J.  Storrow. 

Mayor  CURLEY — The  members-elect  will 
kindly  step  forward.  I  will  announce  that  I  have 
received  a  communication  from  the  office  of  Coun. 
Storrow  saying  that  because  of  illness  he  will  be 
unable  to  be  present  to-day.  He  can,  however,  be 
sworn  in  at  a  later  date. 

Councilors-elect  John  J.  Attridge,  Walter  L. 
Collins  and  Thomas  J.  Kenny  assembled  in  front 
of  the  Mayor,  who  administered  the  oath,  after 
which  the  members  returned  to  their  seats. 


THE   MAYOR'S  ADDRESS. 

Mayor  Curley's  address,  which  he  read  to  the 
City  Council  and  those  present,  was  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  "f  the  City  Council, — The  year  {hat 
has  just  closed  has  been  fruitful  of  that  oharaeter 
ui  achievement  which  in  the  past  has  made  Boston 


a  name  to  conjure  with  in  the  history  of  human 
progress.  The  administrative  year  which  we  are 
now  beginning  should,  in  the  event  of  real  coopera- 
tion between  the  executive  and  the  legislative 
branches  of  this  government,  result  in  eve'h  greater 
achievements  for  the  common  good  of  the  entire 
city. 

Public  Health. 

Boston,  as  one  of  the  principal  gateways  on 
the  Atlantic  seaboard,  must  of  necessity  be  the 
port  of  entry,  upon  the  termination  of  the  present 
struggle  in  Europe,  for  many  thousands  of  men, 
women  and  children  seeking  opportunity  and 
liberty  of  thought  and  action,  as  well  as  personal 
safety  from  the  ravages  of  pestilence  that  inevitably 
follow  in  the  wake  of  war. 

The  transfer  of  the  quarantine  station  main- 
tained at  Gallop's  Island,  assures  the  people  of 
our  city  the  highest  of  medical  authority  and 
protection.  It  also  saves  an  annual  maintenance 
charge  under  normal  conditions  of  approximately 
$28,000,  and,  under  the  extraordinary  conditions 
which  may  shortly  confront  us,  it  will  save  many 
times  that  sum. 

The  results  obtained  through  the  administra- 
tion of  health  functions  by  a  single  commissioner, 
where  formerly  the  work  was  administered  by  a 
triple-headed  commission,  have  justified  the  con- 
solidation of  powers.  The  report  for  the  year 
ending  1915,  despite  the  extraordinary  depression 
which  occurred  early  in  the  year,  largely  owing 
to  the  war  abroad,  writh  its  attendant  unemploy- 
ment and  privation,  nevertheless  discloses  a  lower 
death  rate  perl,000of  inhabitants  than  the  record 
of  the  previous  year. 

The  transfer  from  the  Board  of  Health  to  the 
School  Department  of  the  child  hygiene  work  now 
makes  possible  more  direct  supervision  and  added 
protection  to  public  health. 

The  establishment  of  health  units  throughout  the 
city — the  initial  one  of  which  has  within  the  past 
month  been  opened  in  the  more  congested  northern 
section  of  our  city — and  the  agreement  of  all 
social  welfare  organizations,  which  in  the  past 
have  worked  independently,  to  cooperate  with  the 
Health  Department  should  prove  of  tremendous 
value. 

The  legislative  act  providing  for  the  abolition  as 
places  of  habitation  of  basements  below  the  street 
level,  while  representing  pecuniary  loss  to  many 
owners  of  property,  has  been  in  a  large  measure 
conducive  to  a  lower  death  rate. 

The  legislative  committee  of  the  City  Council 
rendered  excellent  service  during  the  past  year  in 
aiding  in  the  enactment  of  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  use 
of  any  ingredient  in  the  manufacture  of  bread 
injurious  to  public  health,  and  I  invite  their  coop- 
eration this  year  to  prohibit  the  repeal  of  this  most 
necessary  and  beneficial  legislative  enactment. 

The  past  year  has  witnessed  a  departure  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital,  long  delayed  but  greatly 
desired,  the  development  of  a  division  of  patho- 
logical research  with  a  view  to  the  development 
of  new  agencies  for  -the  prevention  and  treatment 
of  disease,  and  the  indications  are  that  before 
the  termination  of  the  presentyear  a  serum  will 
be  discovered  which  will  result  in  the  reduction  in 
mortality  from  diseases  common  to  children.     . 

The  new  Children's  Hospital  at  West  Roxbury, 
now  rapidly  approaching  completion,  should  be 
ample  to  meet  all  requirements,  including  a  build- 
ing for  the  treatment  of  whooping  cough,  the  first 
institution  of  its  kind  established  in  any  American 
City. 

In  all  probability  the  city  will  be  required  to 
provide  additional  large  sums  of  money  for  hos- 
pital purposes  during  the  current  year,  but  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  expenditures  for 
the  conservation  of  public  health  justifies  ample 
generosity. 

The  bequest  of  George  L.  Thomdike,  in  memory 
of  his  brother,  Dr.  William  R.  Thorndike,  surgeon 
at  the  City  Hospital  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
will  be  available  this  year  and  an  early  confer- 
ence is  desirable  with  the  City  Hospital  Trustees 
and  Stall',  who,  through  experience,  are  best 
qualified  to  determine  the  wisest  method  of  utiliz- 
ing this  benefaction. 

The  reports  of  the  City  Registrar's  Depart- 
ment indicate  the  necessity  for  a  maternity  hospital, 

and  our  obligation  as  a  wealthy  city,  coupled  with 

our  duty  to  the  needy  of  th I ily,  demands 

i  hii  i. mi'  ad  inn  I"'  taken  I  o  protect  the  lives  of 
mothers  and  to  safeguard  the  health  of  newly 
born  children. 

Medical   authorities    to-daj    are    in    agi 
that  drunkenness  is  :i  disease,  and  means  should 
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be  shortly  provided  for  the  protection  of  inebriates 
I  against  their  weaker  selves  through  hospital  treat- 

ment. 

The  completion  of  new  ward  buildings  at  the 
Consumptive's  Hospital  places  Boston  in  the  fore- 
front of  American  cities  in  combating  the  ravages 
of  tuberculosis,  and  it  should  be  our  aim  to  extend 
the  scope  of  our  activities  to  the  end  that  any 
person  requiring  treatment  may  be  provided  with 
the  same. 

The  expenditures  for  the  care  of  the  needy  have 
been  met  on  a  most  generous  scale  during  the  past 
year  and  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  necessities  of 
life  will  in  all  probability  require  even  larger  expenr 
ditures  during  the  present  year. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note,  however,  in  this  connection, 
that  through  the  operation  of  the  Dependent 
Mother's  Act,  despite  an  increase  in  the  population 
of  the  city,  the  percentage  of  children  placed  out 
as  state  charges  has  been  materially  reduced,  family 
ties  have  remained  intact,  and  home  influence  has 
been  more  generally  exercised  with  resulting  bene- 
fits to  the  children  and  their  mothers  far  in  excess 
of  the  sum  necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  this 
most  humane  law.  During  the  past  year  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  Department  provided  meals  for 
130,000  applicants  and  shelter  for  90,000.  No 
needy  person  was  denied  either  food  or  shelter,  and, 
while  the  expenditure  was  great,  the  service  to 
humanity  was  in  keeping  with  the  best  traditions 
of  our  city. 

A  new  standard  has  been  established  at  the  Long 
Island  Hospital  for  the  safeguarding  from  possible 
conflagration  of  those  committed  to  our  charge,  and 
the  completion  of  those  buildings  now  in  course  of 
construction,  with  such  additional  expenditures  as 
your  judgment  and  wisdom  may  dictate,  should 
result  in  the  creation  of  an  Infirmary  Department 
superior  to  any  that  may  be  found  in  the  United 
States. 

Building  Operations. 

The  rigid  enforcement  of  laws  relative  to  the 
construction  and  occupancy  of  buildings,  because 
of  the  expenditures  on  the  part  of  owners  of  realty, 
has  resulted  in  the  development  of  a  hostile  spirit 
absolutely  unjustifiable.  Impartial  enforcement  of 
the  law  has  resulted  in  increased  protection  and  has 
reduced  losses  both  in  life  and  property.  The  past 
year  has  witnessed  the  demolition  of  1,167  unsightly 
and  uninhabitable  structures  which  had  been  pro- 
lific sources  of  disease  and  conflagration.  A  con- 
tinuance of  the  policy  pursued  during  the  past  two 
years  will  unquestionably  result  in  an  improvement 
in  the  health  of  our  city  and  in  the  enhancement 
of  its  beauty. 

Fire  Protection. 

The  motorization  of  the  Fire  Department  has 
been  conducted  as  rapidly  as  finances  would  permit 
and  to-day  more  than  seventy  pieces  of  fire  appara- 
tus are  propelled  by  motor  power.  The  value  of 
this  apparatus  is  in  excess  of  $250,000.  The 
improvement  of  this  branch  of  the  municipal 
service  has  in  a  large  measure  been  responsible, 
despite  an  increase  in  the  number  of  alarms  during 
the  past  year,  for  a  reduction  of  over  $500,000  in 
the  fire  losses  in  our  city.  « 

It  will  be  necessary  during  the  current  year  to 
expend  large  sums  for  the  reconstruction  of  existing 
fire  houses  in  which  it  is  proposed  that  motor 
apparatus  be  installed,  and  the  improved  health  of 
the  men  in  the  fire  service  and  the  increased 
efficiency  of  the  department  warrant  this  action. 

Correctional  Institutions. 
The  increase  in  the  use  of  drugs  in  late  years 
has  been  general  rather  than  local,  and  of  such 
an  intensely  destructive  character  as  to  make 
necessary  the  adoption  of  the  federal  law  commonly 
known  as  the  Harrison  Act.  The  opinion  has 
been  prevalent  that  in  most  of  the  correctional 
institutions  of  the  country  attempts  at  suppres- 
sion have  either  been  made  half-heartedly  or  not  at 
all.  A  determined  effort  to  suppress  the  baneful 
use  of  drugs  has  met  with  the  stoutest  character 
of  opposition  by  those  addicted  to  their  use. 
There  is  cause  for  congratulation  in  the  knowl- 
edge that  to-day  it  is  generally  conceded  that  our 
correctional  institution  at  Deer  Island  is  abso- 
lutely free  of  drugs.  Those  persons  who  were 
addicted  to  their  use,  and  who  desired  to  break 
the  habit,  have  often,  during  the  past  year, 
requested  that  they  be  committed  to  Deer  Island. 
The  importance  of  this  work  is  best  understood 
when  one  realizes  the  injury  to  the  individual 
who,  committed  for  a  minor  offence  to  an  insti- 
tution of  correction,  there  first  learns  the  use  of 


drugs  and  develops  the  habit  which  blights  both 
his  future  and  that  of  his  family  through  its  dread 
ravages. 

The  necessity  for  segregation  of  persons  com- 
mitted has  been  for  many  years  apparent,  and 
while  to  some  extent  it  is  now  in  operation,  addi- 
tional buildings  will  be  required  to  complete  the 
work  already  well  begun. 

Public  Works. 
It  is  generally  conceded  that  with  few  excep- 
tions Boston  leads  every  city  in  America  in  all 
lines  of  public  activity  other  than  in  the  con- 
struction of  good  roads  on  a  large  scale.  From 
the  standpoint  of  historical  treasures  inseparably 
linked  with  the  march  of  human  progress  towards 
the  consummation  of  liberty  on  this  continent, 
Boston  stands  preeminent,  and  from  the  stand- 
point of  educational  institutions,  public  health, 
park  and  recreation  activities,  it  is  more  invit- 
ing for  tourists  than  any  city  in  America.  If 
it  were  possible  for  those  who  visit  our  city  to 
do  so  without  traveling  over  our  highways,  the 
impression  they  would  carry  away  would  render 
it  extremely  difficult  for  us  to  provide  for  the 
increasing  numbers  that  would  come  within  our 
gates.  Unfortunately  the  impressions  resulting' 
from  a  jaunt  over  our  highways  are  both  un- 
pleasant and  lasting.  While  the  criticisms  that 
result  are  justifiable,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  antici- 
pate their  continuance  until  such  time  as  we 
intelligently  and  courageously  master  the  problem 
through  the  application  of  money  rather  than  theory 
in  the  matter  of  street  construction. 

During  the  past  year  the  Sewer  Division  has 
been  reorganized  and,  through  the  abolition  of 
existing  district  yards  and  the  creation  of  a  north 
and  south  repair  division,  the  cost  of  laying  sewer 
mains  has  been  reduced  from  $6.47  per  yard  to 
$1.84  per  yard. 

The  policy  of  the  Administration  has  been  to 
retain  in  the  city  service  all  men  employed  as 
mechanics  or  laborers,  and  where  districts  have 
been  abolished,  such  employees  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  some  other  branch  of  the  Public  Works 
,  Department.  A  continuance  of  this  policy  should 
result  in  such  economies  as  will  ultimately  make 
available  a  large  sum  annually  for  street  con- 
struction, which  in  the  past  has  been  wasted 
upon  excess  supervision. 

The  amount  available  for  new  street  construction 
during  the  year  has  been  sufficient  to  provide  for 
about  four  miles,  whereas  the  deterioration  has 
invariably  been  about  eight  miles.  A  pursuance 
of  this  policy  will  render  it  impossible  to  ever  pro- 
vide streets  suitable  for  public  travel. 

I  have  accordingly  presented  a  bill  requesting 
authority  from  the  Legislature  to  increase  the  tax 
limit  50  cents,  which  on  our  present  assessment  will 
represent  about  $750,000,  the  entire  amount  to  be 
expended  upon  work  done  under  contract  for  per- 
manent new  street  construction,  and.  this  sum, 
coupled  with  that  which  is  now  available  and  that 
contemplated,  will  provide  each  year  for  the  suc- 
ceeding five  years,  $1,100,000.  In  the  event  of  the 
enactment  of  this  bill,  for  the  passage  of  which  I 
respectfully  request  your  cooperation,  $200,000  will 
be  available  annually  for  granolithic  sidewalks,  and 
the  remainder  for  permanent,  durable,  sanitary 
paving. 

The  pollution  of  the  harbor  resulting  from  the 
discharge  of  sewerage  at  Moon  Island  has  made 
necessary  the  adoption  of  laws  to  prohibit  the 
gathering  of  shellfish  in  the  waters  adjacent  to 
Boston,  in  addition  to  the  creation  of  a  nuisance 
which  has  annually  become  more  offensive.  The 
present  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and  his 
assistants  in  the  Sewer  Division  have  during  the 
past  two  years,  through  the  aid  of  Professor  Sedg- 
wick, one  of  the  officials  of  the  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute of  Technology,  conducted  a  series  of  experi- 
ments for  the  dual  purpose  of  purifying  the  sewerage 
and  making  it  commercially  valuable.  It  is  their 
opinion  that  this  most  intricate  problem  has  been 
solved.  The  importance  of  this  project  is  best 
realized  when  one  considers  that  it  has  been  wrestled 
with  unsuccessfully  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Christian  era.  In  the  event  of  these  experiments 
proving  successful,  I  shall  invite  your  cooperation  in 
providing  additional  funds  for  the  carrying  on-  of 
this  work. 

Parks  and  Recreation. 
The  completion  and  improvement  of  the  Strand- 
way  in  South  Boston  is  extremely  desirable  at  an 
early  date  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Metropolitan 
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Park  Commission  have  now  made  the  takings  and 
will  shortly  begin  the  construction  of  the  Old 
Colony  Boulevard.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  experts  now  engaged  in  the  draft- 
ing of  plans  for  the  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment, I  shall  submit  a  request  to  your  honor- 
able body  for  a  loan  sufficient  to  provide  for 
this  desired  public  improvement. 

During?  the  past  year  the  most  eminent  landscape 
architects  in  America  have  been  employed  by  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Department  in  planning  such 
improvements  as  in  their  opinion  are  necessary. 
Their  reports  and  recommendations  will  shortly  be 
submitted. 

In  the  year  just  completed  funds  were  provided 
for  the  extension  and  completion  of  certain  play- 
grounds aggregating  an  expenditure  of  approxi- 
mately $350,000,  and  it  is  desirable  that  this  policy 
continue  until  such  time  as  all  playgrounds  through- 
out the  city  have  been  completed  and  developed  to 
the  highest  degree  of  efficiency  and  service. 

Budget. 
The  adoption  of  a  segregated  budget  system  will 
of  necessity  result  in  increased  labor  by  all  depart- 
ment heads  of  the  city,  and  while  it  is  an  innovation 
in  Boston  it  should  prove  of  material  benefit- 
Nevertheless  it  will  require  extreme  patience  and 
study  on  the  part  of  the  committee  on  appropria- 
tions and  department  heads  to  acquire  that  degree 
of  intimate  departmental  knowledge  necessary  for 
the  administration  of  the  city's  activities. 

Finances. 

The  prevailing  impression  has  been  that  Boston 
is  spending  too  much  money;  that  its  pay  roll  is 
increasing  too  rapidly;  that  its  tax  rate  is  too  high; 
and  that  its  debt  is  increasing  faster  than  its  popu- 
lation and  wealth.  The  facts,  however,  prove  the 
contrary,  particularly  in  those  departments  directly 
under  the  control  of  the  Mayor  and  sometimes 
styled  the  political  departments. 

From  1905  to  1915  the  Police  and  School  Depart- 
ments, which  are  not  under  the  Mayor's  control, 
have  shown  a  much  larger  percentage  of  increase 
than  all  other  city  and  county  departments  com- 
bined; that  in  the  Police  Department  being  one- 
fourth  larger  and  in  the  School  Department  more 
than  twice  as  large.  The  percentage  of  increase  in 
the  Commonwealth  and  Federal  departments  have 
been  greatly  in  excess  of  those  directly  under  con- 
trol of  the  Mayor  of  Boston.  In  fact,  that  of  the 
Commonwealth  shows  an  increase  three  times  as 
great. 

In  the  period  of- 1905  to  1915,  the  Public  Works 
Department,  often  criticised  as  a  hotbed  of  politics, 
represents  an  increase  only  half  as  great. as  the  . 


Police  Department  and  only  one-third  as  great  as 
that  of  the  School  Department. 

The  Boston  "city"  tax  rate,  as  distinguished 
from  the  state,  county  and  school  tax  rate,  has 
decreased  in  the  ten  years,  1905-14,  inclusive,  while 
these  other  rates  have  increased  over  48  per  cent, 
23  per  cent  and  35  per  cent  respectively.  The 
amounts  raised  by  taxation  in  Boston  in  these  ten 
years  have  increased  in  percentage  only  about  one- 
third  as  much  as  the  amounts  paid  by  the  city  to 
the  state  towards  the  state  tax  and  about 
two-sevenths  as  much  as  the  state  tax  paid  by 
all  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  Commonwealth. 
Between  1905-15  the  net  debt  of  Boston,  properly 
computed,  has  increased  in  percentage  only  about 
one-thirteenth  as  fast  as  the  net  direct  debt  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

In  these  ten  years  the  percentage  of  increase 
in  population  and  wealth  in  Boston  were  each 
about  three  times  as  great  as  the  increase  in  the 
city's  net  debt,  properly  computed.  In  the  period 
between  1902-13,  the  period  dealt  with  in  the 
United  States  census  reports,  the  percentage  ot 
increase  in  the  net  Boston  city  and  county  debt 
including  water  loans,  but  exclusive  of  rapid  transit 
loans  which  are  self-supporting,  was  less  than 
two-sevenths  as  large  as  that  of  the  municipalities 
of  the  United  States. 

During  the  year  1914-15  the  increase  in  cost  of 
maintenance  of  those  departments  directly  under 
the  control  of  the  Mayor  was  about  four-tenths 
of  one  per  cent,  while  in  those  outside  of  his  con- 
trol it  was  about  6  per  cent,  and  the  state  depart- 
ments show  an  increase  of  approximately  8  per  cent. 

The  present  tax  rate  of  Boston  is  the  second 
lowest  of  any  Massachusetts  city.  The  net 
funded  debt  of  the  city  on  January  31,  1915,  was 
855,375,485.62,  while  on  January  31,  1916,  it  was 
$54,017,983.97,  the  reduction  during  the  twelve 
months  in  the  net  funded  debt  of  the  city  being 
$1,357,501.65.  During  the  same  period  the 
county  debt  was  reduced  $138,257.67  and  the 
water  debt  reduced  $47,335.11. 

We  close  the  last  fiscal  year  with  an,  unexpended 
balance  of  $273,708.41,  and  the  right  to  borrow, 
which  was  not  exercised  during  the  year  1915,  of 
$1,788,586.18. 

Conclusion. 

I  respectfully  urge  your  most  earnest  coopera- 
tion during  the  present  year  for  the  continuance 
of  these  policies  which  have  made  these  results 
possible  during  the  past  year,  and  with  the  sincere 
belief  that  in  consequence  of  your  cooperation 
the  termination  of  the  present  year  will  witness 
such  further  reduction  as  will  redound  to  the 
credit  of  our  joint  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
this,  our  beloved  city. 


APPENDIX. 


City  and  County  Funded  Debt. 


Gross  funded  debt  January  31,  1915 $124,S05,514  34 

Add  funded  debt  issued  in  1915-16: 

City  debt $2,888,200  00 

Rapid  transit  debt 4,317,000  00 

7,205,200  00 


$132,010,714  34 


Deduct  funded  debt  paid  in  1915-16: 

City  debt $4,470,300  00 

Hyde  Park  debt 23,550  00 

Rapid  transit  debt 6,000  00 

County  debt 37,666  66 

Cochituate  water  debt 61,500  00 

Hyde  Park  water  debt .  17,000  00 

—         4,616,016  66 

Gross  funded  debt  January  31,  1916 $127,394,697  68 

Sinking.  Funds  January  31,  1915 $41,683,735  96 

Receipts  during  1915-16 3,677,473  43 

$45,361,209  39 
Payments  during  1915-16 3,587,914  03 

$41,773,295  36 
Betterments,  etc.,  the  payments  of  which  are  pledged  to  the  payment  of 
debt: 

Betterments,  etc $580,824  02 

Blue  II  ill  and  other  aveuues  assessments 65,607  93 

Highways,  Making  of,  assessments 507,532  68 

$1,153,964  63 

Premium  on  loans 44,959  00 

1,19S,923  09 

Total  redemption  means  January  31,  1916 42,972,219  05 

Net  funded  debt  January  31,  1910 $84,422,478  63 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


City  debt 

County  debt 

Water  debt 

Rapid  transit  debt. 


Gross  Debt.  Sinking  Funds,  etc.  Net  Debt. 

$89,469,381  00  $35,451,397  03  $54,017,983  97 

*  3,723,666  68  1,846,885  85  1,876,780  83 

2,294,950  00  1,894,950  00  400,000  00 


$95,487,997  68 
31,906,700  00 


$39,193,232  88 
3,778,986  17 


$56,294,764  80 
28,127,713  83 


$127,394,697  68         $42,972,219  05         $84,422,478  63 


*  Includes  $462,666.68  issued  by  the  Commonwealth  under  chapter  534  of  the  Acts  of  1908. 
Gross  Funded  Debt. 


City  Debt. 

County  Debt. 

Water  Debt. 

Rapid 
Transit  Debt. 

Total. 

January  31,  1916. . . . 
January  31,  1915. .  . . 

$89,469,381  00 
91,075,031  00 

$3,723,666  68 
3,761,333  34 

$2,294,950  00 
2,373,450  00 

$31,906,700  00 
27,595,700  00 

$127,394,697  08 
124,805,514  34 

Increase ' 

*  $1,605,650  00 

*  $37,666  66 

*  $78,500  00 

$4,311,000  00 

$2,589,183  34 

*  Decrease. 
Net  Funded  Debt. 


City  Debt. 

County  Debt. 

Water  Debt. 

Rapid 
Transit  Debt. 

Total. 

January  31,  1915, . 

$54,017,983  97 
55,375,485  62 

$1,876,780  83 
2,015,038  50 

$400,000  00 
447,335  11 

$28,127,713  83 
24,136,717  72 

$84,422,478  63 
81,974,576  95 

*  $1,357,501  65 

*  $138,257  67 

*  $47,335  11 

$3,990,996  11 

$2,447,901  68 

*  Decrease. 

Debt  Incurring  Power,  January' 31,  1916. 
Total  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit  (2}  per  cent  of  $1,538,020,714,  the  average 

assessed  valuation  for  three  years,  less  abatements) $38,450,517  86 

Net  indebtedness  within  the  debt  limit. . . $34,833,431  68 

Loans  authorized  but  not  issued  (within  the  debt  limit) 1,828,500  00 


Use  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit 36,661,931  68 

Debt  incurring  power,  under  chapter  27,  section  3,  Revised  Laws,  January  31,  1916 $1,788,586  18 


The  Mayor  commenced  reading  his  address  at 
11.02  a.  m.  and  finished  at  11.26  a.  m.,  the  address 
being  greeted  with  applause.  After  he  had  finished, 
Chairman  BALLANTYNE  rapped  for  the  audience 
to  rise  while  the  Mayor  and  suite  retired. 

Chairman  BALLANTYNE— The  Council  of 
1916  will  come  to  order.  The  Clerk  will  call  the 
roll  to  ascertain  the  attendance  of  a  quorum. 

Clerk  DONOVAN  called  the  roll,  and  all  the 
members  with  the  exception  of  Coun.  Coulthurst 
and  Storrow  were  found  to  be  present. 


ELECTION    OF   PRESIDENT. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order^That  the 
Council  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  president  for 
the  ensuing  year,  according  to  law. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Chairman  BALLANTYNE^-The  Clerk  will  call 
the  roll,  and  each  member  as  his  name  is  called  will 
indicate  his  preference  for  president. 

The  Clerk  called  the  roll  and  all  the  members 
present,  except  Coun.  Hagan,  voted  for  Henry  E. 
Hagan  as  president  for  the  year. 

■  uairman  HA  .  i  ANTYNE — By  your  votes  you 
have  elected  Coun.  Henry  E.  Hagan  to  be  president 
for  the  ensuing  year.  The  Chair  will  appoint  as 
a  committee  to  escort  the  president-elect  to  the 
chair  Coun.  Coleman  and  McDonald. 

The  committee  performed  the  duty  assigned, 
and  at  11.32  a.  m.  President  Hagan  took  the  chair. 


President  HAGAN,  upon  taking  the  chair,  said: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Boston  City  Council,  my  es- 
teemed colleagues,  I  want  to  express  to  you  my 
sincere  gratitude  for  the  high  honor  you  have  con- 
ferred upon  me  in  electing  me  your  president  for 
the  ensuing  year.  I  feel  particularly  pleased  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  I  have  been  honored 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present, 
and  am  assured  that  the  two  members  unavoidably 
absent  because  of  sickness  would  have  so  honored 
me  were  they  present.  It  is  a  high  honor  to  serve 
as  president  of  the  Boston  City  Council,  a  position 
of  responsibility  that  any  one  of  our  citizens  might 
be  proud  to  hold.  I  am  not  going  to  ask  for  your 
help  and  cooperation  in  the  transaction  of  the 
city's  business  during  the  coming  year,  for  I  feel 
positive  that  I  will  have  the  help  and  hearty  co- 
operation of  every  one  of  my  colleagues.  At  the 
last  meeting  of  the  City  Council  last  year  the 
departing  member  gave  utterance  to  an  opinion, 
which  was  largely  featured  by  the  Press  and  thus 
brought  to  public  notice,  that  in  personnel  and 
character  the  membership  of  the  City  Council 
under  the  new  charter  did  not  compare  in  the  high- 
est degree  with  the  membership  of  the  old  Common 
Council  of  seventy-five  members  under  the  pld 
form  of  city  government.  To  that  statement  I 
do  not  subscribe,  and  I  think  the  evidence  is  all 
against  it,  and  I  believe  that  a  majority  of  the 
citizens  of  this  city  share  in  my  opinion.  I  believe 
it  is  true  that  under  the  old  form  of  city  government 
there  were  men  of  high  character  and  good  ability 
who  served  their  city  well;  but  I  believe  the  per- 
centage was  small,  that  those  instances  stood  out 


FEBRUARY    7,    1916. 


most  prominently  against  the  great  mass  of  ineffi- 
ciency; whereas  I  believe  in  this  smaller  Council 
of  nine,  under  the  new  charter,  the  percentage  of 
efficiency  has  been  much  greater  and  the  personnel 
and  character  of  the  men  as  a  whole  higher.  The 
consequence  is  that  the  city  has  made  progress. 
But  I  believe,  while  there  has  been  that  increase 
in  efficiency  and  while  great  progress  has  been 
made,  still  greater  progress  may  be  made  and  I 
venture  the  opinion  that  the  Council  of  this  year, 
composed  as  it  is  of  men  of  character  and  caliber, 
will  give  the  citizens  of  Boston  nearer  to  100  per 
cent  of  efficiency  than  ever  has  been  obtained  in 
the  history  of  the  city.  So  that  that  statement 
may  not  in  the  remotest  degree  seem  to  savor  of 
egotism  on  my  part,  I  will  say  right  here  that  my 
election  to  the  presidency  at  this  time  will  have  no 
particular  bearing  upon  that  result,  for  I  am  firmly 
convinced  that  if  any  one  of  you  my  colleagues 
were  elected  to  this  position  the  same  result  would 
follow.  I  believe  this  greater  efficiency  is  going  to 
be  largely  because  of  the  adoption  by  the  City 
Council  of  last  year  of  the  new  segregated  budget 
system.  I  believe  that  will  be  one  of  the  main 
stepping  stones  to  greater  efficiency  in  the  conduct 
of  the  city's  business  by  department  heads  and 
to  economy  in  the  spending  of  the  public  funds. 
That  budget  system,  adopted  after  a  most  stren- 
uous campaign  on  the  part  of  the  Council  of  last 
year,  is  on  trial.  I  believe  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
every  member  of  this  body  to  keep  alert  during 
the  coming  year  to  see  that  the  system  is  given  a 
fair  and  honest  trial.  I  am  informed  that  there  is 
at  least  a  reactionary  element  in  the  service  of  the 
city  which  will  make  every  effort  to  discredit  this 
new  form  of  budget,  which  may  perhaps  throw 
every  possible  impediment  in  its  way,  and  it  will 
be  necessary  for  the  members  of  this  body  to  be  at 
all  times  alert  and  to  strain  every  end,  even  to  the 
breaking  point,  to  see  that  this  segregated  budget 
does  get  a  fair  and  honest  trial.  I  believe  it  is  a 
step  in  advance  and  the  greatest  step  in  advance, 
in  progress,  that  Boston  has  taken  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  new  city  charter.  Following  the  very 
wise  custom  established  by  my  predecessor,  which 
he  has  faithfully  maintained  during  the  past  year, 
believing  that  it  is  wise  and  a  benefit  in  the  conduct 
of  the  city's  business,  it  shall  be  my  aim  to  open  our 
meetings  promptly  at  the  hour  designated.  I  ask 
for  the  cooperation  of  my  fellow  members  in  this 
body  in  that  regard,  requesting  that  each  member 
make  an  effort  to  be  prompt  in  attendance.  Let 
me  once  again,  gentlemen,  thank  you  for  the  high 
honor  conferred  upon  me  and  to  assure  you  that  I 
am  deeply  and  sincerely  appreciative  of  it.  (Ap- 
plause.) 


RULES  FOR   1916. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Rules  of  the  City  Council  of  1915  be  hereby 
adopted  as  the  Rules  of  the  City  Council  for  the 
year  1916. 

Passed. 


UNFINISHED   BUSINESS   REFERRED. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  offered  an  order — That  all 
matters  of  an  unfinished  nature  referred  from  the 
City  Council  of  1915  be  hereby  referred  to  the 
appropriate  committees  of  the  City  Council  of  1916. 


SALE   OF   UNCLAIMED   BAGGAGE. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order — That  a 
special  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  two 
members  of  the  Council,  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
all  petitions  for  leave  to  sell  unclaimed  baggage, 
ami  said  committee  is  hereby  authorized  to  make 
in  each  case  the  examination  required  by  law. 

Passed. 


COMMITTEE    APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  announced  the  appointment 
of   the  following  committees,   viz.: 

Standing  Committees  of  City  Council. 
Appropriations. 
All  the  members,  Coun.  Kenny,  Chairman. 


Executive. 
All  the  members,  Coun.  Coleman,  Chairman. 

Finance. 
All  the  members,  Coun.  Coulthurst,  Chairman. 

Ordinances. 
All  the  members,  Coun.  Collins,  Chairman. 

•    On  the  following  committees  the  first  named  is 
chairman: 

Branch  Libraries. 
Coun.    Attridge,    Storrow,  Coleman,  McDonald 
and  Ballantyne. 

Claims. 
Coun.   Ballantyne,   Kenny,   Coleman,   Attridge, 
McDonald. 

County  Accounts. 
Coun.    Collins,    Storrow,    McDonald,    Attridge, 
Coulthurst. 

Fire  Hazard. 
Coun.  McDonald,  Kenny,  Ballantyne,  Attridge, 
Coulthurst. 

Inspection  of  Prisons. 
Coun.    Coleman,    Ballantyne,    Kenny,    Collins, 
Storrow. 

Legislative  Matters. 
Coun.  Storrow,  Collins,  Coulthurst,   McDonald, 
Kenny. 

Parkman  Fund. 
Coun.   Storrow,    Coulthurst,    Coleman,    Collins, 
Ballantyne. 

Printing. 
Coun.  McDonald,  Attridge,  Collins,  Coulthurst, 
Kenny. 

Public  Lands. 
Coun.  Attridge,  McDonald,  Kenny,  Ballantyne, 
Coleman. 

Soldiers'  Relief. 
Coun.  Ballantyne,  McDonald,  Collins,  Storrow, 
Coulthurst. 

Special  Committees. 

Unclaimed  Baggage. 
Coun.  McDonald,  Coleman. 

Rules. 
Coun.  Kenny,  Attridge,  Storrow. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

The^Mayor,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City 
Council,  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1916,  viz.: 

1.  John  J.  Sullivan,  67  Sawyer  avenue, 
Ward  20,  to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  to  serve  in  an  official  capacity  without 
bonds. 

2. '  Walter  J.  Hope,  51  Atherton  street,  Ward  22, 
to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  serve  in  an  official  capacity,  with  bonds. 

3.  Patrick  F.  Powers,  28  Sumner  street, 
Ward  2,  to  the  position  of  Constable. 

4.  Henry  A.  Claflin,  96  Carroll  street,  West 
Roxbury,  a  Measurer  of  Leather. 

5.  Karl  B.  Brooks,  8  Irvington  street,  Boston, 
a  Measurer  of  Leather. 

6.  Michael  J.  Murphy,  70  Oak  street,  Boston, 
Weigher  of  Coal  and  Coke. 

7.  Raymond  J.  Kennealy,  117  Harvard  street, 
Brookline,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

8.  George  P.  Beckley,  31  Everett  street,  Arling- 
ton, a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

9.  Benjamin  Barry,  51  Neptune  road,  East 
Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Maverick  Mills. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


SALE   OF   OLD   BOILER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  7,  1916. 
'In  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  con- 
sideration communication  received  from  the  Com 
missioner  of  Public  Works,  requesting  permission 
to  sell  at  public  auction,  after  due  advertisement 
one  old  boiler  in  the  Gibson  street  yard  of  the 
Public  Works  Department! 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department;  January  25,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  the  authority 
of  the  City  Council  be  obtained  to  sell  at  public 
auction,  after  due  advertisement,  one  old  boiler 
in  the  Gibson  street  yard  of  this  department, 
value  estimated  to  exceed  $500. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  F.  Mubphy, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PAYMENT  OF  AGENT,  COMPENSATION 
ACT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  7,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Chapter  244  of  the  General  Acts 
of  1915  created  the  office  of  agent  for  the  payment 
of  workmen's  compensation,  and  since  the 
adoption  of  the  act  the  salary  of  the  agent  has 
been  paid  out  of  the  salaries  account  of  the  Mayor's 
office. 

In  my  opinion  this  should  be  chargeable  to  the 
Reserve  Fund,  and  I  accordingly  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  ordinance. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 

In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 

An  Ordinance  Concerning  the  Agent  Designated 

Under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston, 
as  follows: 
Section  1.  The  salary  and  expenses  of  the  person 
designated  to  act  as  the  agent  for  the  payment  of 
workmen's  compensation  under  chapter  244  of 
the  General  Acts  of  1915  shall  be  chargeable  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


ABOLITION   OF   TUNNEL   TOLLS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  7,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  an  order  for 
the  appropriation  of  .$77,910,  which  sum,  together 
with  the  rental  paid  by  the  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way Company,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  annual 
interest  and  sinking  funds  requirements  of  the 
bonds  issued  to  pay  for  the  construction  of  the  East 
Boston  Tunnel.  The  communication  of  the  Board 
of  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners,  dated  December 
28,  ,1915,  which  is  hereby  transmitted,  is  the 
certification  which  the  law  requires  as  to  the 
amount  necessary  to  be  appropriated  in  order  that 
the  tunnel  tolls  may  be  abolished  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Another  communication  from  the  Board, 
herewith  transmitted,  dated  February  2,  1916, 
shows  how  the  estimate  was  made  up. 

If  the  appropriation  is  made  I  will  immediately 
approve  it  and  notify  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  to  discontinue  the  collection  of  the  East 
Boston  Tunnel  tolls  under  the  authority  given  me 
by  chapter  184  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1915  as 
amended  by  chapter  324  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
that  year._ 

The  action  which  I  request  you  to  take  towards 
the  abolition  of  the  tolls  could  not  lawfully  have 
been  taken  earlier,  and  any  premature  attempt  to 
abolish  the  tolls  would  have  proven  abortive,  but 
the  tolls  may  now  be  lawfully  discontinued  and  I 
feel  certain  that  you  will  cooperate  with  me  in  the 
effort  to  discontinue  them  by  passing  the  appro- 
priation order  to-day. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds, 

February  2,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — Inclosed  you  will  please  find  copy  of  vote 
passed  by  this  Board  December  28,  1915,  stating 


that  it  will  be  necessary  to  appropriate  $77,910 
from  the  tax  levy  in  the  year  1916  to  meet  the 
amount  of  the  interest  and  sinking  funds  require- 
ments on  the  East  Boston  Tunnel  Debt  not  pro- 
vided for  by  the  rental  received  for  use  of  the 
tunnel.     This  sum  is  arrived  at  as  follows: 

Sinking  funds  requirements : . . .    $30,640 

Interest: 

3  %  Bonds $450,000    $13,500 

Zi%.  Bonds 2,743,000      96,005 

4  %  Bonds 75,000        3,000 

112,505 

$3,268,000 

$143,145 
Less,  amount  of  rental  for  1915 65,235 


Amount    to    be    appropriated    from 

taxes $77,910 

Very  truly, 
J.  Alpbed  Mitchell,  Secretary. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds, 

December  28,  1915. 
Voted,  To  notify  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that,  in 
accordance  with  chapter  184  of  the  Acts  of  1915, 
as  amended  by  chapter  324  of  the  Acts  of  1915, 
the  sum  necessary  to  be  appropriated  from  the  tax 
levy  in  the  year  1916  which,  together  with  the 
rental  received  from  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  for  the  lease  of  the  East  Boston  Tunnel, 
will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  annual  interest  and 
sinking  funds  requirements  of  the  bonds  issued  to 
pay  for  the  construction  of  said  tunnel  is  $77,910. 
A  true  copy, 

Attest:  J.  Alfbed  Mitchell, 

Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  in  part  the  expenses  dur- 
ing the  financial  year  beginning  February  1,  1916, 
for  interest  and  sinking  funds  requirements  on 
the  East  Boston  Tunnel  debt  issued  under  author- 
ity of  chapter  548,  Acts  of  1894,  chapter  500,  Acts 
of  1897,  chapter  190,  Acts  of  1903,  and  chapter  187, 
Acts  of  1905,  the  sum  of  $77,910  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated  and  that  said  amount  be  raised  by 
taxation  upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  move  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  in  order  that  the  order  may 
go  upon  its  passage  to-day. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  in  seconding 
that  motion  I  beg  to  say  that  last  year  we  accepted 
the  legislative  act  which  provided  the  terms  for  the 
abolition  of  the  tunnel  toll.  When  we  accepted 
that  act  it  provided  that  certain  sums  of  money 
would  have  to  be  furnished  from  taxes  for  the 
purpose.  This  is  the  first  time  that  the  matter 
has  come  to  the  Council,  and  I  believe  immediate 
action  should  be  taken  to-day  to  do  away  with  the 
wrong  that  has  been  done  to  the  people  of  that 
section  for  many  years.  A  tunnel  is  comparable 
with  a  bridge,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  tunnel  tolls 
should  have  been  abolished  long  ago.  I  trust  that 
we  may  take  speedy,  immediate  action. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  when  the  vote  is  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


SPECIAL   RULES   COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order — That  a  special 
committee  of  three  members  be  appointed  to 
consider  such  matters  relating  to  the  rules  as  may, 
from  time  to  time,  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

Passed. 


STREET    RAILWAY    LOCATION 
PLEASANT  STREET. 


IN 


Coun.  KENNY  offered  the  following: 
Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  having  widened 

Pleasant   street,   between   Washington   and   Eliot 

streets,   at   an   expense   of   about   seven   hundred 

thousand  dollars;  and 

Whereas,  One  of  the  reasons  for  the  widening  of 

said  Pleasant  street  was  to  provide  better  means 
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of  street  railway  service  by  connecting  Dorchester 
and  South  Boston  lines  of  transportation  with  the 
Tremont  street  subway ;  and 

Whereas,  By  the  terms  of  chapter  591  of  the  Acts 
of  1911  the  street  railway  company  operating  in 
the  City  of  Boston  has  declined  to  accept  the  terms 
of  said  chapter  591  of  the  Acts  of  1911  and  has 
not  applied  for  a  location  in  said  Pleasant  street; 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  favors  the  passage  of  an  act  by  the  Legis- 
lature which  will  permit  the  granting  of  a  railway 
location  in  said  Pleasant  street  on  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  street  railway  locations  are  granted 
in  other  public  streets  of  the  city,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  of  said  City 
Council  be  requested  to  appear  before  the  legis- 
lative committee  having  the  matter  in  charge  and 
urge  favorable  consideration  thereof. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  this  matter 
received  the  attention  of  the  City  Council  in  No- 
vember, 1914,  by  the  passage  of  a  resolution  author- 
izing a  special  committee  of  this  Council  to  appear 
before  the  Public  Service  Commission  and  advocate 
the  repeal  of  so  much  of  that  act  as  affects  the 
Elevated  Street  Railway  Company.  We  all 
remember,  Mr.  President,  at  the  time  of  the 
widening  of  Pleasant  street  that  the  idea  was  that 
Pleasant  street  should  be  used  as  a  thoroughfare 
for  transportation  purposes,  connecting  South 
Boston  and  Dorchester  with  Park  square.  The 
city  has  spent  something  rising  $700,000  for  widen- 
ing Pleasant  street,  and  it  is  like  a  man  building  a 
house  and  then  not  permitting  anybody  to  live  in 
it.  The  street  is  untenanted,  so  to  speak.  There 
is  a  bill  pending  before  a  legislative  committee  at 
the  present  time,  Senate  285,  which  looks  to  the 
repeal  of  so  much  of  that  act  as  prevents  street  car 
lines  going  in  there  under  the  same  conditions  that 
they  operate  in  other  streets  of  the  city.  There 
is  a  hearing  to-morrow  on  that  bill.  My  object 
in  introducing  the  resolution  to-day  is  to  permit  the 
members  of  our  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters 
to  appear  there  to-morrow  in  support  of  the  act. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 


1916   MUNICIPAL   REGISTER. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Statistics  Department  be  authorized,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  Rules,  to  prepare 
and  have  printed  the  Municipal  Register  for  1916, 
and  that  the  Clerk  of  Committees  be  authorized 
to  prepare  and  have  printed  a  pocket  edition  of  the 
organization  of  the  city  government  and  heads  of 
departments,  the  expense  thus  incurred  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Documents. 

Passed. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Michael  D.  Coakley,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  by  a  defect  in  Faxon  street. 

Louis  Cohen,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  automobile  of  the  city  on  Harrison 
avenue. 

John  F.  Denning,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  216  Broadway  by  change  of  grade. 

Ethel  C.  Donovan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  a  defect  in  Talbot  avenue. 

M.  Finkovitch  (Inc.),  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  138-144  Lincoln  street  by  the  bursting 
of  a  sewer  or  water  pipe. 

Louis  Fisher,  to  be  refunded  the  amount  of  fee 
paid  for  a  permit  for  building  in  Brighton  which 
cannot  be  used  under  the  new  law. 

Joe  Lucacio,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
sled  by  a  city  ash  cart. 

Metropolitan  Coal  Company,  for  compensation 
lor  damage  to  lighter  at  Congress  Street  Bridge. 

Frank  1.  Rotstein,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  100  Brunswick  street  by  an  employee  in  the 
Sanitary  Division. 

Ellen  M.  Moriai  l.y,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  113  Westville  street  by  Fire  Deparfcmonl  appo 
ratus. 


Executive. 
Patrick  Lennon,  to  be  retired  under  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Mary  B.  Brandegee,  keeping  of  gasolene,  Allen- 
dale street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

K.  J.  Quinn,  keeping  of  naphtha,  481  Chelsea 
street,  East  Boston. 

Howard  C.  Fiske,  keeping  of  gasolene,  94  Corey 
street,  West  Roxbury. 

E.  A.  Patch  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of  gas- 
olene, 17  Ipswich  street. 

W.  W.  Van  Ness,  keeping  of  gasolene,  Norfolk 
street,  near  Clarkwood  street,  Dorchester. 

Texas  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of  petroleum 
and  its  products  at  258  Southampton  street. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  keeping  of 
hydrocarbon  oil,  as  follows: 

West  of  stone  pier  of  Albany  Street  Bridge. 

West  of  Beacon  Park  roadmaster's  office. 

West  of  Brookline  Junction  Signal  Tower  No.  8. 

East  of  Signal  Tower  No.  9  at  Cottage  Farm. 

On  vacant  lot  between  Ferdinand  and  Berkeley 
streets. 

Huntington  avenue  freight  yard. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company: 

Keeping  petroleum  oil  at  Calf  Pasture. 

Keeping  gasolene  and  petroleum  oil,  Cambridge 
street  and  Charles  river. 

Keeping  petroleum  oil  at  Commercial  Point. 

Keeping  gasolene,  34  Freeport  street. 

Keeping  gasolene,  Hilton  street. 

Keeping  gasolene,  144  Keyes  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


BATH  HOUSE  AND  GYMNASIUM,  WARD  5. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($100,000) 
be  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Department  for  all-year-round  bath 
house  and  gymnasium  in  Ward  5,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  in  1896 
the  then  mayor  of  Boston,  Josiah  Quincy,  in  his 
inaugural  address,  stated  that  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  take  up  the  matter  of  the  erection 
of  an  all-the-year-round  bath  house  in  some  section 
of  the  city.  He  appointed  a  committee  of  six 
persons,  who  made  two  reports,  a  preliminary  and 
a  final  report,  upon  the  matter  of  the  erection  of  an 
all-the-year-round  bath  house.  That  committee, 
which  was  headed  by  Mr.  Robert  A.  Woods  as 
chairman,  reported  that  a  building  should  be  erected 
in  the  South  End  of  Boston,  and  money  was 
afterwards  appropriated  to  a  total  of  $87,000  for 
the  erection  of  such  a  building.  The  land  was 
purchased  for  about  $14,000  and  the  buildings  and 
furnishings  cost  about  $72,000.  When  the  building 
was  first  opened  on  October  14,  1898,  it  was  in  the 
nature  of  an  experiment  with  an  all-the-year-round 
bath  house,  but  it  has  been  a  success  in  our  city. 
I  think  the  records  of  the  Park  and  Recreation 
Department  will  show  that  during  some  years 
as  many  as  300,000  persons,  men,  women  and 
children,  have  used  that  bath  house.  I  have 
introduced  this  order  for  the  new  Ward  5,  because 
of  the  fact  that,  as  you  heard  stated  to-day  by  the 
Mayor  in  his  address,  a  health  unit  had  been 
established  in  the  old  bath  house  in  old  Ward  S, 
on  Blossom  street.  If  a  building  such  as  this  order 
calls  for  were  to  be  erected  in  that  section  of  the 
city  to  take  the  place  of  the  building  which  is 
not  being  used  as  a  health  unit,  in  my  opinion  the 
city  wouldget  as  great  service  in  thai,  section  of  the 
city  as  it  is  getting  in  our  South  End  of  Boston. 
I  trust  that  the  committee  will  give  this  order  close 
consideration  and  will  study  the  matter  of  an 
all-the-year-round  bath  house  for  that  crowded 
section  of  our  city.  I  have  introduced  another  order 
calling  for  (lie  exact  figures  from  the  Park  and 
Eteoieation  Department  as  to  the  numbers  of 
persons,  both  men  and  women,  who  bave  used  the 
bath  bouse  on  Dover  street  since  it  was  opened  in 
1808. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 
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DOVER  STREET  BATH  HOUSE  STATISTICS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the  City 
Council  a  statement  as  to  the  number  of  persons 
who  used  the  Dover  street  all-year-round  bath 
house  from  October  14,  1898,  to  January  1,  1910. 

Passed. 


EXPENSE   OF  PRINTING  DOCUMENTS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
expense  of  printing  documents  ordered  printed  by 


the  City  Council  during  the  present  financial  year 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Docu- 
ments. 
Passed. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  12  noon,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
BALLANTYNE,  to  meet  on  Monday,  February 
14,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  14,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair  and  a  quorum 
present.  Absent — Coun.  Coulthurst,  McDonald, 
Storrow. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   CONSTABLE. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  7,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable  body, 
I  appoint  James  J.  Twohig,  76  Fifth  street,  Ward 
13,   to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the   City  of 
Boston  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1916. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Margaret  Martin,  for  compensation  for  damages 
by  water  at  44  Clarendon  street. 

Lebe  Ross,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  a  fall  on  Cotting  street. 

EliMogel,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  ice  falling  from  city  building  at  40  Blossom 
street. 

Charlotte  L.  Elms,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  because  of  a  defect  in  Chester  street. 

Stillman  Bottling  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  auto  truck  by  a  team  of  the  Public 
Works  Department. 

Hajop  H.  Adjigian,  to  be  paid  for  certain  articles 
of  clothing  taken  from  the  bath  house  on  Broadway, 
South  Boston. 

John  A.  Matheson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  schooner  "Matchless"  by  the  ferryboat  "Gover- 
nor Russell." 

Isabelle  F.  Pendleton,  to  be  refunded  $16.80, 
having  paid  that  amount  twice  to  the  city. 

Public  Lands. 
John  I.  Fitzgerald   et  al.,  to  name  junction  of 
Cambridge,    North    Russell    and    South    Russell 
streets  "Nims  square." 

Unclaimed  Baggage. 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  Company,  to  sell  un- 
claimed baggage. 

Executive. 
Petitions  for  retirement  of  city  laborers  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 
Michael  Kelly,  Thomas  Barrett. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  following-named 
parties  of  storage  of  explosives  at  the  following- 
named  locations  and  of  intention  to  use  said 
premises  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

Adams  &  Swett  Cleansing  Company,  124 
Kemble  street. 

John  J.  Shea,  331  Washington  street,  Ward  25. 

Packard  Auto  Renting  Company,  140  Worcester 
street. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   RESIGNATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor,  through 
the  City  Clerk,  of  resignation  of  William  F.  Kearns, 
Schoolhouse  Commissioner  of  Boston,  to  take 
effect  February  4, 1916. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF   SCHOOLHOUSE 
COMMISSIONER. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor,  through 
the  City  Clerk,  of  appointment  of  Patrick  O'Hearn, 
Building  Commissioner  of  the  city,  to  act  as  School- 
house  Commissioner  temporarily. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  of  approval  of  appointment  of  John 
J.  Barry  as  Consumptives'  Hospital  Trustee. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   SCHOOL   PENSION 

FUND    TRUSTEE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  February  9,  1916. 
Hon.  James  Donovan, 
City  Clerk: 
Dear  Sir, —  I  hereby  certify  that  at  the  meeting 
for  organization  of  the  School  Committee  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  held  February  1,  1915,  a  vacancy 
on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Permanent  School 
Pension  Fund,   caused  by  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Brock,  was  filled 'by  the  election  of  Mr.  Michael  H. 
Corcoran,  whose  membership  on  said  Board  ter- 
minates June  30,  1918. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Thohnton  D.  Apollonio, 

Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


INCREASE   OF     CONSTABLE'S     SALARY. 
The  following  was  received: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Police  Court  of  Chelsea,  February  1,  1916. 
City  Council  of  Boston,  Acting  as  County  Com- 
missioners for  the  County  of  Suffolk: 
Gentlemen, — I    hereby  increase    the   salary   of 
John  F.  Sullivan,  Constable  of  the  Police  Court  of 
Chelsea,  from  $1,200  per   annum    to    $1,300  per 
annum,  and  respectfully  ask  your  approval  of  the 
same. 

Said  increase  to  take  effect  on  February  1,  1916. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Albert  D.  Bosson, 
Justice,  Police  Court  of  Chelsea. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts  • 


EXTENSION   OF   BELGRADE    AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

February  14,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — On  March  29,  1915,  your  honorable 
body  passed  an  order  requesting  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  to  make  plans  and  estimate 
the  cost  of  extending  Belgrade  avenue,  Ward  23, 
from  Beech  street  and  through  Beech  street  to 
Centre  street.  The  delay  in  making  a  reply  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  several  plans  were  under  con- 
sideration by  this  Board  in  connection  with 
representatives  of  the  several  West  Roxbury 
improvement  associations. 

The  plan  as  agreed  to  calls  for  the  widening  of 
Beech  street  at  60  feet  and  for  the  extension 
of  Belgrade  avenue  at  70  feet.  The  estimated  cost 
is  as  follows: 

Beech  Street. 
Land,  building  and  grade  damages.  .  . .  $13,170  00 

Construction 21,000  00 

Bridge 45,000  00 


$79.170  00 


Belgrade  Avenue. 

Land  and  building  damages $15,GS5  00 

Construction 12,800  00 


$2S,4S5  00 


The  total  cost  of   this  improvement,   exclusive 
of  sewerage  works,  is  $107,655. 


10 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  a  neces- 
sary public  improvement  and  one  which  will  give 
great  relief  to  the  district  in  the  matter  of  surface 
.  car  transportation. 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  J.  O'Callaghan, 

Secretary. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SIDEWALK    SCHEDULES. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  concerning  cost  of  con- 
struction of  sidewalks  along  estates  bordering  the 
following  streets: 

Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  21  (old);  Saratoga 
street,  Ward  1;  Algonquin  street,  Ward  20;  Brad- 
lee  street,  Ward  20;  Cedar  street,  Ward  21;  Har- 
rishof  street,  Ward  21;  Harbor  View  street,  Ward 
16;  School  street,  Ward  20;  Highland,  Fulda, 
Ellis  and  Hawthorne  streets,  Ward  21 ;  Thane 
street,  Ward  20;  the  total  amount  of  said  assess- 
ments being  SI, 309. 72. 

In  connection  with  the  communication  the  com- 
missioner recommended  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  above 
schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the 
sums  set  against  their  respective  names  as  their 
proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing  side- 
walks on  the  above-named  streets,  and  the  same 
is  ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  given  to  the 
parties  aforesaid. 

The  order  was  passed. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  twenty-seven  newsboys 
and  twelve  vendors — recommending  that  licenses 
be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  1  to  5,  inclusive,  viz. : 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  February  7,  1916,  viz.: 

1.  John  J.  Sullivan,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  serve  in  an  official  oapacity, 
without  bonds. 

2.  Patrick  F.  Powers  and  Walter  J.  Hope,  to 
.be  Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

3.  Raymond  J.  Kennealy,  Michael  J.  Murphy 
and  George  P.  Beckley,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

4.  Karl  B.  Brooks  and  Henry  A.  Claflin,  to  be 
Measurers  of  Leather. 

5.  Benjamin  Barry,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods 
for  the  Maverick  Mills. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
an  opportunity  to  make  some  inquiry  or  investi- 
gation into  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar.  "  There- 
fore, I  shall  ask  that  those  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council. 

Nos.  1  and  2  were  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council. 

.  The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  Nos.  3,  4 
and  5.  Committee — Coun.  Coleman  and  Bal- 
lantyne.  Whole  number  of  ballots  6,  yeas  6,  and 
the  appointments  weie  confirmed. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  KENNY  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to  move  that  John 
J.  Sullivan,  Patrick  F.  Powers  and  Walter  J. 
Hope,  nominated  as  Constables,  and  Mr:  James 
J.  Twohig,  whose  name  came  in  to-day,  be  re- 
quested to  appear  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  City 
Council.  My  point  in  making  that  motion  is 
this.  We  have  •  for  a  long  time  in  years  past 
been  voting  here  in  rather  a  perfunctory  way  for 
the  confirmation  of  men  whom  we  know  nothing 
about,  appointed  to  the  responsible  position  of 
constable.  Mr.  President,  men  appointed  to  fill 
those  positions  should  be  men  of  some  standing, 
some  character  and  some  responsibility.  We  are 
giving  to  those  men  authority  to  exercise  power 
which  they  may  go  out  and  exercise  severely 
and  arbitrarily  to  the  detriment  of  the  community. 
It  seems  to  me  this  is  perhaps  a  good  time  for 
the  Council  to  consider  if  it  would  not  be  well, 
as  these  nominations  are  filed  here,  to  have  the 


City  Clerk  notify  the  nominees  to  come  here  at 
the  full  meeting,  as  under  the  law  nominations 
must  lie  over  for  a  term,  and  the  members  of  the 
Council  in  executive  session  will  then  have  a 
chance  to  look  the  men  over  a  little  bit  and  find 
out  just  who  they  are,  see  them  and  form  some 
idea  about  them.  I  will  move  that  these  four 
gentlemen  be  requested  to  come  to  our  next 
meeting  so  that  we  may  adopt  this  procedure  in  a 
tentative  way.  If  it  works  well  we  can  apply  it 
to  other  men. 

It  was  voted  that  the  City  Clerk  be  directed 
to  notify  the  four  men  referred  to  to  be  in  attend- 
ance at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 


BOY   TO   ASSIST   CITY   MESSENGER. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  6,  viz.: 

6.  Action  on  order  (referred  from  last  year) 
relative  to  employment  of  boy  to  assist  the  City 
Messenger. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.06  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLEMAN,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  w:ere  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  3.51  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following,  viz.: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  of  Michael  Kelly  and 
Thomas  Barrett  (referred  to-day)  to  be  retired 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914 — recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Michael  Kelly,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department.- 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Thomas  Barrett,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Patrick  Lennon  (re- 
ferred February  7)  to  be  retired  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914 — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Patrick  Lennon,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Cemetery  Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  com- 
munication (referred  February  7)'  relative  to  sale 
at  public  auction  of  one  old  boiler  of  the  Public 
Works  Department — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  sell  at 
public  auction,  after  due  advertisement,  one  old 
boiler  in  the  Gibson  Street  Yard  of  the  Public 
Works  Department,  the  same'  to  be  sold  at  an 
upset  price  of  hot  less  than  five  hundred  dollars, 
the  proceeds  of  said  sale  to  be  credited  to,  the 
general  revenue. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  John  P. 
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Thornton  (referred  January  31)  for  compensation 
for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John 
P.  Thornton  the  sum  of  six  dollars  in  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  January  19, 
1916,  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  from 
dog  licenses. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


SIDEWALK  ORDERS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  presented  a  petition,  signed  by 
William  F.  Mead  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  Ward  21.  In  connection  with  the  petition 
Coun.  COLLINS  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  between  Walk  Hill  street  and  the  Milton 
line,  Ward  21,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  the  easterly  side  of  Blue  Hill  avenue,  between 
Morton  and  Walk  Hill  streets,  Ward  21,  in  front  of 
the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  the  orders 
which  I  offer  have  not  yet' received  the  approval  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  wherefore  I 
move  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

The  orders  were  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  Florence  street,  between  Poplar 
and  Ashland  streets,  Ward  23,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12 
feet  in  width  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
437  of  the  Acts  of  1893.       ♦ 
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Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  the  westerly  side  of  Richmond  street, 
between  Adams  street  and  Dorchester  avenue, 
Ward  20,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon, 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of 
the  Acts  of  1893. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  .order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  the  westerly  side  of  Adams  street,  between 
Codman  and  Richmond  streets,  Ward  20,  in  front 
of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to 
be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions   of   chapter   437   of   the   Acts   of   1893. 

Passed. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  St.  Cecilia  street,  between 
Boylston  and  Belvidere  streets,  Ward  7,  in  front 
of  the'  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk 
to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Passed. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  Belvidere  street,  between 
Boylston  and  Dalton  streets,  Ward  7,  in  front  of 
the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Passed. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along    both    sides   of   Scotia   street,    between    St. 


Cecilia  and  Dalton  streets,  Ward  7,  in  front  of  the 
estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from 
3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be 
from  5  to  12  feet  in  width  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Passed. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  Belfort  street,  between  Dor- 
chester avenue  and  Saxton  street,  Ward  17,  in  front 
of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to 
be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Passed. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation from  the  City  Planning  Board  (referred 
last  year)  relative  to  playgrounds  in  Brighton — 
that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  papers  placed  on  file. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion, preambles  and  order  (referred  December  27) 
abandoning  easement  of  land  at  Cephas  and 
Faneuil  streets — that  the  preambles  and  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  in  regard 
to  this  abandonment  of  easement  and  one  other 
order  for  the  abandonment  of  an  easement  at  or 
near  Dorchester  avenue,  I  desire  to  say  that 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  held  a  meeting 
last  week  and  that  Mr.  Day  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment appeared  before  that  committee  and  explained 
the  reason  for  the  abandonment  of  the  easements. 
I  have  here  a  letter  from  Mr.  Day,  City  Con- 
veyancer, on  the  letter-head  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  city,  which  I  would  ask  to  have 
printed  in  the  records  so  that  the  members  of 
the  Council  may  have  a  chance  to  read  the  commu- 
nication from  Mr.  Day  between  now  and  the  next 
meeting  of  the  committee.  The  easement  in 
Brighton  was  taken  for  a  sewer,  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  informed  the  committee, 
through  the  regular  channels,  that  the  city  did  not 
desire  that  easement  any  longer.  Some  people 
are  ready  to  build  in  that  particular  locality  and 
in  order  that  they  should  do  so  it  is  necessary 
that  the  city  should  abandon  the  easement.  This 
letter  of  Mr.  Day's  shows,  in  the  first  instance, 
in  regard  to  the  Faneuil  street  easement,  that  no 
money  was  ever  paid  by  the  city  on  account  of 
such  taking;  and,  in  regard  to  the  easement  at  or 
near  Dorchester  avenue,  he  states  that  he  believes 
no  money  was  paid  to  the  owners  of  that  land  by 
the  city  on  account  of  that  taking.  .  I  request 
that  this  letter  be  printed  in  the  record. 

The  request  was  granted,  and  the  letter  is  as 
follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  February  14,  1916. 
John  F.  Dever, 

Clerk  of  Committees: 
_  Dear  Sir, —  In  reply  to  your  request  for  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  proposed  abandonment  of 
sewer  rights  taken  in  lands  in  the  Brighton  district, 
near  Faneuil  street,  and  in  lands  and  fiats  in  South 
Boston  on  Dorchester  avenue,  I  submit  the  follow- 
ing: 

As  I  am  advised  by  Mr.  Willard  of  the  Sewer 
Division,  the  easement  taken  near  Faneuil  street 
in  1898  was  never  used  by  the  city.  Other  arrange- 
ments were  made  in  the  public  streets  and  no  money 
was  paid  by  the  city  on  account  of  this  taking. 

As  to  the  lands  and  flats  on  and  near  Dorchester 
avenue,  in  which  an  easement  was  taken  in  1S96, 
I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Willard  that  the  owners 
were  at  that  time  filling  said  lands  and  flats,  and 
he  believes  that  no  money  was  paid  them  by  the 
city  on  account  of  the  takings. .  These  lands  are 
known  as  the  Jones  land  and  the  Cavanagh  lands. 

A  recent  taking  by  the  Street  Commissioners 
made  in  June,  1915,  provides  for  a  sewer  running 
substantially  straight  from  Dorchester  avenue, 
in  place  of  the  original  taking,  which  ran  partly 
diagonally  across  these  lands  and  flats.  The 
taking  made  in  1915  is  more  advantageous  to 
the  Sewer  Division  in  the  matter  of  construction 
and  in  providing  suitable  drainage  for  the  district. 

A  portion  of  the  original  taking  made  in  1S96, 
running  at  right  angles  with  Dorchester  avenue, 
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is  retained  by  the  city  and  the  proposed  abandon- 
ment applies  to  so  much  of  this  early  taking  as  runs 
diagonally  across  the  lands  now  of  Jones  and 
Cavanagh. 

These  proposed  abandonments,  in  both  cases, 
relieve  the  lands  from  the  incumbrances  made  by 
the  city,  and  as  to  the  Dorchester  avenue  lands 
and  flats,  provide  a  direct  and  shorter  sewer,  and 
perfect  the  titles  so  that  the  owners  can  improve 
their  lands  and  flats  with  the  least  embarrassment 
to  themselves,  and  are  an  advantage  in  facilitating 
improvements  upon  the  lands. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Charles  Frank  Day, 

City  Conveyancer. 

Report  accepted;  order  read  once  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0.  Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for 
final  action. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  preambles  and  order  abandoning  easement 
of  land  at  Damrell  street  and  Dorchester  avenue — 
that  the  preambles  and  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  read  once  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0.  Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for 
final  action. 


BATH   HOUSE,   SOUTH  BOSTON. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the 


City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  equipping 
the  old  police  station  building  on  Broadway,  South 
Boston — formerly  known  as  Station  6 — with  shower 
baths,  and  placing  said  building  in  shape  as  a  bath 
house  similar  to  the  all-the-year-round  Dover  Street 
Bath  House. 
Passed. 


WIDENING   HYDE   PARK  AVENUE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  from  the  dividing  line  of  former  Wards  23 
and  26  to  Cleary  square,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  said  amount,  from  time  to  time, 
upon  request  of  the  Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


RECONSIDERATION   LOST. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNEthe  Council 
refused  a  reconsideration  of  all  action  taken  to-day. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS,  at 
4.15  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  28,  at 
3  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Thursday,  February  24,  1910. 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  at  two 
o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  jurors, 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair  and  a  quorum 
present. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  law  (the  Mayor  being  absent),  viz.: 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  March  8,  1916: 

Timothy  J.  Morrill,  Ward  24;  Edward  Malone, 
Ward  23;  James  Donnelly,  Jr.,  Ward  18;  John  J. 
Phillips,  Jr.,  Ward  15;  Fred  A.  Delesdernier,  Ward 
20;  Willis  W.  Hitchcock,  Ward  25;  Thomas  F. 
Maguire,  Ward  24;  Fred  Ruppersburg,  Ward  24; 
Thomas  Judge,  Ward  18;  Patrick  D.  Daily,  Ward 
4;  William  E.  W.  Felt,  Ward  16;  Charles  H.  Raeke, 
Ward  3;  James  H.  Caiger,  Ward  12;  Charles  P. 
Mooney,  Ward  14;  Joseph  Donahue,  Ward  25; 
George  E.  Elliott,  Ward  10;  William  T.  Tisdale, 
Ward  25;  Joseph  P.  O'Keefe,  Ward  20;  Maurits 
Carlson,  Ward  16;  William  J.  Dolan,  Ward  22; 
John  Naughten,  Ward  25;  John  G.  Weld,  Ward  22; 
James  H.  Halligan,  Ward  1;  James  M.  Donovan, 


Ward  21;  Francis  W.  Manning,  Ward  23;  Thomas 
A.  Mann,  Ward  2;  Osmond  H.  Casavant,  Ward  22; 
Timothy  J.  Quirk,  Ward  15;  John  T.  Mercon, 
Ward  13;  Cornelius  J.  Daly,  Ward  20;  Edward 
Canny,  Ward  3;  Daniel  McDonald,  Ward  13; 
William  H.  McGowan,  Ward  19;  Joseph  W.  Mc- 
Conville,  Ward  18;  Daniel  F.  Hickey,  Ward  25; 
August  C.  G.  Doering,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-six    traverse    jurors,    Superior    Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  March  9,  1916: 

Timothy  J.  Keohane,  Ward  16;  Samuel  J. 
Hines,  Ward  5;  James  J.  Cummings,  Ward  4 
John  J.  Burke,  Ward  17;  William  H.  Stilwell 
Ward  12;  George  H.  Fruean,  Ward  16;  John 
Gordon,  Ward  24;  Edward  A.  O'Connor,  Ward  12 
James  Higgins,  Ward  7;  Patrick  H.  Dolan,  Ward  19 
Arthur  H.  Ouimet,  Ward  24;  Joseph  V.  Caruso 
Ward  10;  George  F.  Baldwin,  Ward  1;  Conrad  F 
Meyer,  Ward  23;  Patrick  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  23 
George  Bemis,  Ward  17;  John  F.  Dwyer,  Ward  17 
George  A.  Rolland,  Ward  16;  Donald  McLeod 
Ward  22;  Frank  Crawford,  Ward  20;  Harold  D 
Morse,  Ward  23;  James  J.  Crowley,  Ward  22 
Dennis  J.  McMullen,  Ward  19;  Mark  T.  Wendell 
Ward  22;  John  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  20;  Charles 
Lehman,  Ward  21;  Charles  A.  Gleason,  Ward  11 
William  E.  Dunn,  Ward  16;  John  H.  McCormick 
Ward  19;  Michael  J.  Brennan,  Ward  3;  John  J 
Edwards,  Ward  3;  David  P.  Shea,  Ward  12, 
Arthur  Finney,  Ward  1;  Waldo  C.  Marshall,  Ward 
24;  John  J.  Conveey,  Ward  3;  Eugene  F.  O'Connor 
Ward  20. 


Adjourned  at  2.16  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  28,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN   in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Coulthurst  and  Storrow. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY  THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council, 
the  Mayor  made  the  following  appointments  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1916,  viz.: 

1.  Abraham  Susan,  142  Trenton  street,  Ward  1, 
to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

2.  William  J.  McCluskey,  43  H  street,  Ward 
14,  to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

3.  Walter  F.  Keen,  115  P  street,  Ward  14,  to 
the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

4.  Harold  H.  Chapman,  41  Parkman  street, 
Dorchester,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

5.  Edward  A.  Smith,  13  Park  road,  Belmont, 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


USE    OF    DOVER    STREET    BATH    HOUSE. 
The  following  was  received:' 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  28,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  communication  from  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Department  in  compliance 
with  the  order  passed  by  your  honorable  body  on 
February  7,  requesting  a  statement  as  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  used  the  Dover  Street 
Bath  House  from  October  14,  1898,  to  January  1, 
1916. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

February  18,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
My  dear  Sir, —  In  reply  to  the  order  passed  by 
the  City  Council  on  February  7,  that  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Department  be  requested,  through  His 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the  City  Council  a 
statement  as  to  the  number  of  persons  who  used 
the  Dover  street  all-the-year-around  bath  house 
from  October  14,  1898,  to  January  1, 1916, 1  respect- 
fully submit  the  following: 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1898 

27,731 
IS'J.OIil 
192,177 
215,602 
207,501 
212,790 
199,735 
192,452 
186,594 
188,725 
201,362 
212,655 
197,467 
156,466 
147,110 
142,576 
171,200 
164,206 

11,385 

89,536 

109,404 

148,153 

151,899 

144,919 

136,265 

131,623 

1  1 '1,31,1 

115,131 

118,920 

90,854 

93,073 

50,005 

41,359 

36,211 

59,090 

54,341 

*  39,116 
271,597 
301,581 
363,755 
359,400 
357,709 
336,000 
324,075 
305,955 
303,856 
320,282 
303,509 
280,540 
206,471 
188,469 
178,787 
230,290 
218,547 

1899. . . 

1900.. . 

1901. . 

1902. . . 

1903. .  . 

1904. . . 

1905. . . 

1906. . . 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913.. . 

1914 ,.  .. 

1915 

3,188,410 

1,701,529 

4,889,939 

*  Opened  October  14,  1898. 
Very  truly  yours, 

John  H.  Dillon, 

Chairman, 
Placed  on  file. 


MOTOR   VEHICLES   IN   PARKWAYS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  28,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached  communication 
from  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department,  re- 
questing the  approval  of  your  honorable  body  for 
a  change  in  Rule  2  of  the  Special  Regulations 
concerning  the  exclusion  of  motor  vehicles  in  the 
Boston  parks  and  parkways,  which  is  respectfully 
submitted  for  your  consideration. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

February  28,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  this  Board  the  approval 
of  the  City  Council  is  respectfully  asked  for  the 
following  change  in  Rule  2  in  the  Special  Regula- 
tions concerning  the  exclusion  and  use  of  motor 
vehicles  in  the  Boston  parks  and  parkways,  which 
now  reads: 

"On  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  Arlington 
street    and    the   Ericsson   statue,    motor    vehicles 
traveling  in  either  direction  shall  use  the  driveway 
on  the  right  of  the  parkway  only"; 
so  that  it  will  read  as  follows: 

'  'On  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  Arlington 
street  and  Beacon  street,  motor  vehicles  traveling 
in  either  direction  shall  use  the  driveway  on  the 
right  of  the  parkway  only." 

Respectfully  submitted, 
John  H.  Dillon,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  • 


INFORMATION  CONCERNING  LOANS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  28,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

An  examination  of  the  loans  authorized  but  not 
issued    discloses    the    fact    that    certain    loans    at 
present  are  not  required,  and  I  therefore  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  loan  order  ap- 
proved July  26,  1907,  appropriating  $2,500  for 
Franklin  Square,  sand  garden  and  gymnastic 
apparatus,  and  the  loan  order  passed  December 
23,  1913,  appropriating  $125,000  for  fire  alarm 
headquarters,  equipment,  and  so  much  of  the  loan 
order  approved  January  30,  1914,  appropriating 
$80,000  for  fire  station,  Charlestown,  and  not 
issued,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  rescinded. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION   BILL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  28,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

I  transmit  herewith  the  budget  for  the  financial 
year  1916-17. 

The  segregated  budget  upon  which  department 
estimates  have  been  based  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  city,  while  requiring  more  intimate 
knowledge  and  preparation  in  many  cases,  and 
more  minute  study  of  departmental  expenditures, 
nevertheless  varies  little  from  preceding  years 
as  regards  the  amounts  deemed  necessary  by  the 
various  department  heads. 

The  departmental  estimates  are  more  than  two 
million  dollars  in  excess  of  the  amount  which, 
under  the  law,  the  city  is  permitted  to  expend. 
Yet  in  my  opinion,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
the  Paving  Service  of  the  Rablic  Works  Depart- 
ment, no  serious  impairment  will  result  in  con- 
sequence of  the  reduction  by  me  made  and  which 
in  the  aggregate  has  been  in  excess  of  tho  two 
million  dollars  aforementioned. 

I  am,  however,  strongly  of  the  opinion  that 
further  reductions  would  impair  present  efficiency, 
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the  standard  of  which  is  to-day  equal  and  in  many 
cases  superior  to  that  which  obtains  in  other 
American  cities. 

The  principal  increases  are  to  be  found  in  those 
departments  which  come  most  directly  in  contact 
with  tire  public,  namely,  charities,  hospitals, 
libraries,  fire,  police  and  correctional  institutions,, 
the  efficient  administration  of  which  must  be 
reckoned  from  the  standpoint  of  service  rather 
than  economy  in  dollars. 

It  is  accepted  that  in  everything  save  decent 
streets  Boston  is  in  the  forefront  of  American 
municipalities,  and  it  is  the  sincere  desire  of  every 
citizen  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  municipality 
that  a  definite  program  be  shortly  established  and 
rigidly  followed  with  reference  to  the  construction 
of  thoroughfares  that  will  be  sanitary  and  durable. 
Various  theories  have  been  advanced  since  the 
introduction  of  motor  traffic  by  which  the  nearly 
three  hundred  miles  of  macadam  and  Telford 
streets  that  have  so  well  served  horse-drawn 
vehicles  since  their  construction  might  be  con- 
verted to  the  present  day  usage,  but  to  the  present 
time  the  only  purpose  theory  has  served  in  the 
matter  of  street  construction  has  been  to  make 
conditions  annually  worse  than  they  have  been 
heretofore. 

The  Public  Works  Department  for  the  past  six 
months  has  been  planning  a  comprehensive  street 
construction  program  embracing  a  period  of  years, 
j,  v  d  all  authorities  are  now  in  agreement  that  at 
least  three  million  dollars  should  be  expended  at 
once  upon  this  most  important  work.  I  realize 
that  the  expenditure  of  this  large  sum  in  any  one 
year  would  prove  an  unbearable  burden  to  the 
taxpayers.  Recognizing  the  necessity  for  action, 
however,  I  have  submitted  a  bill  to  the  Legisla- 
ture seeking  the  authority  to  add  fifty  cents,_  for 
the  next  five  years,  to  the  amount  now  authorized 
within  the  tax  limit  to  be  expended  for  permanent 
street  construction,  the  work  to  be  done  wholly  by 
contract  and  in  accordance  with  the  plans  already 
determined  upon  by  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, and  I  know  of  no  greater  service  that  your 
honorable  body  can  render  than  to  support  this 
project  now  pending  before  the  Legislature.  _ 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  direct  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  amount  available  annually  for  the 
Paving  Service  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
has  been  constantly  decreasing  and  this  decrease 
has  been  largely  due  to  the  increase11  in  school, 
police  and  fire  administration,  the  latter  one  of 
which  is  the  only  one  directly  under  the  control 
of  the  Chief  Executive. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  expenditures  of  the 
Fire  and  Police  Departments  combined  is  this  year 
nearly  one-third  of  the  total  amount  that  may  be 
appropriated  within  the  tax  limit,  the  amount 
necessary  for  schools  represents  about  forty  per 
cent  of  the  total  amount  that  may  be  raised  on 
each  one  thousand  dollars  of  valuation  exclusive  of 
income. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuklet,  Mayor. 

Appropriation  and  Tax  Orders  for  the  Financial 
Year  1916-1917.      , 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
'  the  first  day  of  February,  1916,  of  performing 
the  duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved 
by  statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City 
Council  during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston, 
or  .the  County  of  Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or 
officers  thereof,  and  to  meet  their  respective  obliga- 
tions for  interest  on  debt,  sinking  fund  require- 
ments and  maturing  debt  not  provided  for  by 
sinking  fund,  the  respective  sums  of  money  speci- 
fied in  the  tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set 
out  be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for 
the  several  departments,  and  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  for  Water 
Service,  current  expenses,  and  the  payment  to  the 
state  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  4S8  of  the 
Acts  of  1895  and  acts  in  addition  or  amendment 
thereto,  and  for  the  interest  and  debt  requirements 
for  loans,  issued  for  water  purposes,  be  met  by 
the  income  of  said  works  and  any  excess  over 
income  from  taxes;  that  the  appropriation  for 
Printing  Department  be  met  by  the  department 
income;  that  the  appropriation  for  City  Record  be 
met  by  the  receipts  from  the  publication;  that  the 
other  appropriations  hereinafter  specified  be  met 
out  of  the  money  remaining  in  the  treasury  at 
the  close  of  business  on  January  31,  1916,  exclusive 
of  the  money  raised  by  loan  or  needed  to  carry  out 


the  requirements  of  any  statute,  gift,  trust,  or 
special  appropriation,  and  by  the  income  of  the 
financial  year,  beginning  February  1,  1916,  and 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  §17,100,992.22,  and  that 
said  amount  be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls 
and  estates  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  of  money  which  form  no 
part  of  the  income  of  the  city,  but  shall  be  paid 
for  services  rendered  or  work  done  by  any  depart- 
ment or  division  for  any  other  department  or  divi- 
sion, or  for  any  person  or  corporation  other  than 
the^Dity  of  Boston,  be  paid  into  the  general  treas- 
ury, and  that  all  contributions  made  to  any  appro- 
priation be  expended  for  the  objects  and  purposes 
directed  by  the  several  contributors  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the  appro- 
priations of  the  city  and  all  taxes  assessed  for  meet- 
ing the  city's  proportion  of  the  state  tax  for  the 
year  1916,  or  of  any  other  taxes  or  assessments 
payable  to  the  Commonwealth,  be  due  and  payable 
on  the  first  day  of  October,  1916;  that  all  such 
taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  the  first  day  of 
November,  1916,  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of 
6  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  fifteenth  day  of 
October,  1916,  until  paid,  except  the  taxes  assessed 
upon  shares  of  stock  of  national  banks,  which  shall 
bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent  per  annum 
from  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  1916,  until  paid, 
and  that  all  interest  which  shall  have  become  due 
on  taxes  shall  be  added  to  and  be  a  part  of  such 
taxes. 

Ordered,  That  except  as  the  appropriations  for 
any  purpose  or  item  shall  be  increased  by  additional 
appropriations  or  by  transfers  lawfully  made,  no 
money  shall  be  expended  by  any  department  for 
any  of  the  purposes  or  items  designated  in  the 
tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  in  excess 
of  the  amount  set  down  as  appropriated  for  such 
specific  purpose  or  item;  and  except  as  aforesaid 
no  salaries  or  wages  shall  be  paid  in  excess  of  the 
rates  specified  in  said  tables  and  schedules. 

The  general  items  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  were 
submitted  with  the  message  of  Mayor  and  orders, 
the  same  being  printed  as  City  Document  No.  40. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Barratt,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  because  of  a  fall  on  Walk  Hill 
street. 

Armabelle  Bowditch,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  while  tobogganing  at  Franklin 
Park. 

John  W.  Gourley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  because  of  a  defect  in  a  highway. 

Lottie  M.  Higgins,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  1023  Hyde  Park  avenue,  Hyde  Park,  by  the 
•  stopping  up  of  main  sewer. 

Mansion  House  Ice  Cream  Company,  for  com- 
pensation for  injury  to  truck  by  a  team  of  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Miss  Catherine  Mullin,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  on  Washington  street._ 

Ina  Nadreau,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Summer  street. 

Mrs.  Jennie  Rabinowitz,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  from  a  fall  at  19  Essex  street. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Ridge,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  on  Emerson  street,  South 
Boston.   '  . 

William  L.  Ripley,  for  a  hearing  on  claim  for 
damages  to  automobile  by  Fire  Department 
apparatus.  . 

Joseph  Rubenstein,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  of  his  daughter  by  employees  of  the 
Street  Cleaning  Division. 

Elizabeth  Silverman,  to  be  paid  for  coal  hole 
cover  at  2  Smith's  court  broken  by  a  city  team. 

Eli  Warshaw,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  at  the  South  Ferry,  Boston  side. 

Jane  Wilson,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  a  fall  on  the  street  back  of  the  South 
Station. 

George  Voye,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  on 
account  of  the  death  of  his  child,  caused  by  being 
struck  by  a  city  team. 

County  Accounts. 
Communications    from    the    Sheriff    of    Suffolk 
County    recommending     payment    of     $16.48    to 
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Massachusetts     General     Hospital     for     damage 
caused  by  explosion  at  jail. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  sell,  lease  or  rent  firearms 
at  various  locations,  viz.: 

William  Read  &  Sons,  Inc.,  364  Washington 
street,  Ward  5. 

J.  White's  Sons,  148-150  Hanover  street,  Ward  5. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 
ment, viz.: 

Katy  Boyd  George,  evenings  of  February  23,  24, 
at  Jordan  Hall. 

Isabelle  J.  E.  Stevens,  evening  of  March  2,  at 
First  Parish  Church,  Dorchester. 

Petitions  for  sidewalks,  viz.: 

Charles  McCarthy  et  al.,  for  edgestones  on 
Tenean  street,  Dorchester. 

Louis  H.  Sweetman  et  a!.,  for  sidewalks  on  Sher- 
wood street. 


CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Samuel  Rosenbaum. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


STREET-  TRAFFIC   REGULATIONS.- 

A  copy  of  vote  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  to  amend  section  11  of 
article  5  of  the  Street  Traffic  Regulations  and  Rules 
for  Driving  by  striking  out  after  the  words  6  a.  m. 
in  the  tenth  line  of  said  section  the  words  "Special 
permission  to  stand  a  vehicle  for  a  period  of  more 
than  said  twenty  minutes  may  be  granted  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,"  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  following  words,  "On  streets  and 
ways  which  may  be  designated  from  time,  to  time 
by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  vehicles 
may  stand  for  more  than  said  twenty  minutes." 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice_  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  Wednesday,  March  1,  at 
10.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  petition  of  West  End  Street 
Railway  Company  for  473d  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


GRANTING   OF  LOCATION. 

A  copy  of  an  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
granting  the  West  End  Street  Railway  Company 
cross  connection  on  Beacon  street,  473d  location, 
was  received. 

Placed  on  file  and  ordered  printed. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  of  intention  to  continue  the  use  of  prem- 
ises for  explosives  or  inflammable  fluids  were  re- 
ceived, as  follows:  » 

H.  Staples  Potter,  keeping,  of  gasolene,  82 
Commonwealth  avenue. 

R.  H.  Grogan,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
vacant  lot  off  Cummington  street. 

E.  E.  Given,  keeping  of  gasolene,  001  East  Eighth 
street. 

Henry  L.  Richmond,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, 509  and  511  East  Fifth  street. 

Packard  Motor  Car  Company  of  Boston,  keeping 
and  sale  of  gasolene,  corner  Malvern  street  and 
Commonwealth  avenue. 

Mrs.  E.  Noyes  Whitcomb,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
34  Maple  street,  Roxbury. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK  SCHEDULE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  giving  cost  of  sidewalk 
construction  on  Aspen  street,  Ward  21;  Algonquin 
street,  Ward  20,  and  Creighton  street,  Ward  22,  the 
total  amount  of  said  assessments  being  $1,673.37, 
and  recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 


Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the'  fore- 
going schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed 
the  sums  set  against  their  respective  names  as 
theirproportionate  parts  of  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing sidewalks  on  the  streets  above  named,  and  that 
the  same  be  ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice 
given  to  the  parties  as  aforesaid. 

The  order  was  passed. 


DAY   IN   THREE   FOR  FIREMEN. 

The  following  was  received : 

Boston  Finance  Commission, 

February  28,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  submits 
herewith  a  report  on  the  ordinance  now  pending  in 
the  City  Council,  providing  for  the  grant  of  one  day 
off  in  three  to  the  firemen  of  the  city.  The  ordinance 
also  provides  for  a  decrease  in  the  meal  hours  of 
the  firemen  from  the  present  period  of  one  and  one- 
half  hours  for  each  meal,  or  two  meal  periods  of  two 
hours  each,  to  three  meal  periods  of  one  hour  each. 
This  decrease  in  the  meal  period  has  been  incor- 
porated with  the  pending  ordinance  in  order  to 
compensate  in  part  the  city  for  the  additional  one 
day  off.  In  short  the  ordinance  will  grant  to  the 
firemen  a  day  of  twenty-four  hours  every  three 
days  in  return  for  the  surrender  by  the  firemen 
of  meal  hour  periods  varying  from  one  and  one-half 
to  two  hours. 

I.     Financial  Aspects. 

The  history  of  the  decrease  in  the  hours  of  labor 
for  firemen  in  Boston  is  interesting  and  is  set  forth 
below. 

Prior  to  December,  1905,  the  allowance  for  days 
off  duty  and  the  amount  of  meal  time  was  governed 
by  the  department  regulations  and  controlled  by 
the  Fire  Commissioner  and  the  Mayor,  as,  under 
the  Charter  of  1885,  the  City  Council  was  pro- 
hibited from  interfering  in  the  executive  and 
administrative  functions  of  the  city.  (See  Charter. 
Act  of  1885,  chapter  266,  section  12.)  Such  an 
arrangement  was  logical  and  worked  effectively. 
Under  the  management  of  a  single  Fire  Com- 
missioner, accountable  only  to  the  Mayor  for  his 
administration  and  unhampered  by  outside  inter- 
ference, the  Fire  Department  became  a  strong, 
vigorous  and  effective  fire-fighting  organization, 
winning  from  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers in  January,  1906,  commendation  in  high 
terms. 

From_  1895  to  1905  the  allowance  was  one  day 
off  in  eight,  and  three  meal  periods  of  one  hour 
each  in  duration.  In  1904,  however,  a  legislative 
act  \vas  passed  (chapter  315)  authorizing  city 
councils  of  cities,  with  the  approval  of  the  mayor, 
to  establish  hours  of  labor  for  members  of  the 
fire  departments.  Talcing  advantage  of  this  act, 
two  of  the  candidates  for  the  nomination  for 
mayor  in  the  fall  of  1905  promised  the  firemen  a 
decrease  in  the  hours  of  labor  if  he  were  the  success- 
ful candidate.  An  ordinance  had  been  introduced 
into  the  City  Council  earlier  in  the  year  by 
Councilman  Noouan,  providing  for  one  day  off  in 
five,  but  it  had  not  been  acted  upon  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

Acting  Mayor  Whelton,  however,  secured  the 
passage  of  the  ordinance  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  signed  it  on  December  2S,  1905.  Although 
Fire  Commissioner  Wells  made  repeated  objec- 
tions to  the  passage  of  the  ordinance,  Acting 
Mayor  Whelton  issued  a  peremptory  order  for  the 
establishment  of  one  day  off  in  five  in  the  depart- 
ment. Since  that  time  the  department  has  been 
operating  under  this  schedule.  (See  Ordinances 
of  1905,  chapter  4.) 

This  action  on  the  part  of  the  city  government 
was  essentially  political  and  was  taken  even  though 
the  Fire  Commissioner  stated  that  the  fire-fighting 
force  would  bo  reduced  below  the  actual  needs  of 
the- service. 

Although  the  Fire  Commissioner  had  notified 
the  Acting  Mayor  that  the  new  arrangement  would 
cost  $84,000  a  year  in  increased  expenditure,  no 
appropriation  to  cover  it  was  made,  and  the  now 
government  oould  not  support  the  additional 
expense  without  allowing  the  urgent  requirements 
hi'  bhe  hospitals  and  public  institutions  to  suiier. 
The  Fire  Commissioner  accordingly  called  a  m 
ing  of  the  chief,  assistant  chief  and  district  chiefs 
on  February  I,  1906,  and  invited  the  new  Mayor, 
Fitzgerald,  to  be  present.  All  of  these 
officials,   with  the  exception  of  Second  Assistant 
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Chief  Hussey,  were  present.  The  awkward  situa- 
tion created  by  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  was 
then  discussed  and  each  man  present  expressed 
himself  as  willing  to  sacrifice  the  new  arrange- 
ment rather  than  to  run  his  district  on  a  dan- 
gerously short-handed  basis.  As  a  result  of  this 
meeting,  a  petition  to  the  city  government,  request- 
ing the  repeal  of  the  new  ordinance,  was  drawn 
up  and  was  in  circulation  and  had  been  signed  by 
members  of  the  Fire  Department,  when  politics 
again  interfered  and  the  petition  was  withdrawn 
on  the  order  of  the  Fire  Commissioner.  This 
action,  however,  shows  the  position  of  the  chiefs 
and  district  chiefs  at  that  time  toward  the  proposi- 
tion. (See  City  Council  Minutes,  1906,  pages 
202-205.) 

Again,  in  order  to  secure  stilly  further  the  good 
will  of  the  firemen,  an  ordinance  was  passed  in 
December,  1909,  extending  the  three  meal  periods 
of  firemen  of  one  hour  each  to  three  meal  periods  of 
one  and  one-fourth  hours  each,  or  two  periods  of 
two  hours  each.  A  similar  ordinance,  passed 
earlier  in  the  year,  was  defeated  by  the  veto  of 
Mayor  Hibbard,  who  joined  with  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioner in  opposing  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  Fire  Department 
and  was  not  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  men. 
The  Mayor  then  pointed  out  that 

"It  is  now  the  practice  to  allow  one  hour  and 
fifteen  minutes  for  meals  to  men  located  In  stations 
in  the  more  inaccessible  sections  of  the  city,  all  the 
men  are  given  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  for 
dinner,  and  where  the  strength  of  the  company 
permits,  two  meal  hours  of  two  hours  each  are 
allowed  those  who  desire  it."  (See  City  Council 
Minutes,  1909,  page  135.) 

This  explanation,  however,  did  not  defer  action 
by  the  City  Council,  for  it  was  later  discovered 
that  the  law  had  been  changed  in  1909  (see  chapter 
514,  section  44),  permitting  the  City  Council, 
without  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  to  adjust  the 
hours  of  labor  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  acting 
under  this  law  the  city  government  passed  the 
new  ordinance  of  December,  1909,  granting  three 
meal  periods  of  one  and  one-fourth  hours,  or  two 
periods  of  two  hours  each.  In  addition  to  the 
one  day  off  in  five  and  the  one  and  one-fourth 
hours  meal  time,  the  firemen  receive  the  following 
leaves  of  absence: 

Company  commanders  may  grant  to  members 
leave  of  absence  not  to  exceed  two  hours,  and 
known  as  "Church  Leave,"  on  every  alternate 
Sunday,  if  the  strength  of  the  company  permits; 
this  time  must  not  interfere  with  any  meal  hour. 
It  is  expected  that  "Church  Leave"  will  be  spent 
either  at  church  or  with  the  member's  family. 

.  From  5  p.  m.  to  10  p.  m.,  after  working  a  full 
day  on  detail  duty. 

From  8  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  on  Sunday,  when  the 
member  has  worked  full  time  on  detail  duty  for 
three  preceding  days. 

Three  days  (of  twenty-four  hours  each)  in  case 
of  death  in  a  member's  immediate  family. 

One  extra  hour  for  dinner  on  Thanksgiving  Day 
and  Christmas  Day. 

Sixteen  days  annually  to  all  members  who  have 
served  six  months,  previous  to  the  first  of  May, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  commissioner. 

Thus  in  four  years  the  members  of  the  Fire 
Department  have  had  their  hours  of  labor  sub- 
stantially decreased,  although  it  was  the  opinion 
of  both  Fire  Commissioners  Wells  and  Parker  that 
such  a  decrease  was  detrimental  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  Fire  Department.  As  pointed  out  by 
the  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  these 
decreases  in  the  hours  of  labor  greatly  weakened 
the  efficiency  of  the  department  force. 

Although  it  has  been  stated  by  the  proponents 
of  the  change  that  the  decrease  would  not  cost 
the  City  of  Boston  any  increased  expense,  such  a 
statement  is  not  borne  out  by  the  evidence.  In 
1907  Commissioner  Wells  reported  that  the  change 
from  one  day  off  in  eight  to  one  day  off  in  five 
had  cost  the  department  $80,000  for  the  year 
1906-07.  (See  Report  of  Fire  Department, 
1906-07,  page  2.) 

In  April,  1911,  the  National  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters  reported:  "The  fire  force,  while 
nominally  strong,  is  seriously  weakened  by  the 
allowances  of  time  off  under  the  present  arrange- 
ments."    (See  Report  No.  158,  April,  1911.) 

In  order  to  remedy  this  defect  and  to  secure 
protection  for  the  city  from  danger  of  fire,  the 
Fire  Commissioner  in  1911  sought  and  obtained  an 
increased  appropriation  in  order  to  secure  an  addi- 
tional quota  of  fifty  men.  When  the  National 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  made  its  report  in  1911 


the  fire-fighting  force  numbered  897,  while  at  the 
present  time  967  men  compose  the  fire-fighting 
force,  or  an  increase  of  76  men. 

If  the  proposed  change  is  effected,  it  will  either 
revive  the  weakened  condition  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, as  it  was  in  1911,  or  a  larger  number  of  men 
will  have  to  be  employed  in  order  to  fill  the  gaps 
in  the  companies  caused  by  the  absence  of  men  off 
duty,  the  time  gained  to  the  city  by  a  decrease  in 
meal  time  of  three-quarters  to  one  hour  a  day 
being  only  a  small  offset. 

Reports  received  by  the  Finance  Commission 
from  the  fire  chiefs  of  Philadelphia,  Penn. ;  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio;  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  state  emphatically 
that  the  grant  of  one  day  in  three  cannot  be  given 
with  their  present  forces  without  undermanning  „ 
the  fire-fighting  force  and  thereby  decreasing  its»» 
efficiency.  With  the  exception  of  St.  Louis  and 
Chicago,  no  large  city  in  the  country  has  an  allow- 
ance of  one  day  off  in  three.  In  Chicago  the 
change  from  one  day  in  four  to  one  day  in  three 
necessitated  the  appointment  of  139  additional 
firemen  and  the  additional  cost  to  the  city  for  the 
first  year  of  $125,000.  It  will  cost  much  more 
annually  thereafter. 

A  statement  received  from  the  chief  of  the  New 
York  Fire  Department  shows  that  he  estimates 
that  the  grant  of  one  day  off  in  three  would  neces^ 
sitate  an  increase  of  one-fifth  of  his  fire-fighting 
force. 

In  those  cities  (except  New  York)  the  salaries 
paid  to  firemen  are  below  those  paid  to  Boston 
firemen.  Indeed,  with  the  exception  of  New  York, 
which  pays  the  same  salary  as  Boston,  $1,400,  the 
firemen  of  this  city  are  the  highest  paid  in  the 
country.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  when  the  salary 
increases  were  granted  to  the  firemen  of  Boston 
two  years  ago  it  was  argued  that  the  fact  that  the 
firemen  had  only  one  day  off  in  five  was  a  control- 
ling reason  for  the  increase. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  new  arrangement  would 
necessitate  an  increase  of  192  new  men  to  the  fire- 
fighting  force  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  in 
order  to  retain  the  department  in  an  efficient  con- 
dition. The  additional  cost  for  the  first  year 
would  be  approximately  $155,000  and  the  ultimate 
additional  cost  after  five  and  one-half  years*  would 
approximate  $268,000. 

The  commission  understands  that  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner has  not  been  consulted  in  regard  to  this 
ordinance  by  any  city  authority.  It  is  convinced 
that  he  should  be  consulted  before  further  action 
is  taken. 

II.     Legal  Aspects. 

Inasmuch  as  section  8  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts 
of  1909,  i.  e.,  the  charter  amendments,  states  that 
interference  by  the  City  Council  in  the  executive 
and  administrative  business  of  the  city  is  prohibited, 
the  commission  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  following  facts: 

A  review  of  the  opinions  of  the  Corporation 
Counsels  of  the  city,  given  on  April  13,  1901,  and 
June  29,  1911  (copies  of  which  are  attached  hereto), 
indicates  quite  plainly  that  action  by  the  City 
Council  in  establishing  hours  of  labor  for  the  Fire 
Department  is  an  interference  with  the  executive 
and  administrative  business  of  the  city.  Thus, 
on  April  13,  1901,  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  the  then  Cor- 
poration Counsel  of  the  city,  stated: 

"I  am  of  the  opinion  that  specifying  vacations  for 
members  of  the  Fire  Department,  or,  in  other  words, 
determining  how  many  hours  and  what  hours  they 
shall  work,  is  clearly  a  matter  of  executive  respon- 
sibility and  is  to  be  exclusively  exercised  by  the 
Fire  Commissioner,  under  the  general  supervision 
and  control  of  the  Mayor."  , 

This  opinion  was  given  by  the  Corporation 
Counsel  under  the  charter  of  1885,  chapter  266, 
section  12,  which  expressly  forbade  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  from  interfering  in  the  executive 
and  administrative  business  of  the  city.  Section 
8,  chapter  486,  Acts  of  1909  (charter  amendments), 
under  which  Boston  is  now  governed,  duplicates 
in  terms  this  provision. 

The  second  opinion  referred  to  above,  namely, 
that  of  June  29,  1911,  by  Thomas  M.  Babson, 
Corporation  Counsel,  to  the  then  Fire  Commis- 
sioner, Charles  D.  Daly,  states  that  the  law  of  1885 
prohibits  interference  by  the  City  Council  in  the 
administration  of  the  Fire  Department,  but  that 
this  special  law  was  changed  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  chapter  315,  Acts  of  1914,  which 
allowed  city  councils  of  cities,  with  the  approval 
of  the  mayor,  to  regulate  the  hours  of  labor  in  the 
fire  department. 
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In  1909,  chapter  514,  section  44,  was  passed, 
which  amends  still  further  both  the  1885  act  and 
the  1904  act,  by  allowing  city  councils,  without 
the  approval  of  the  mayor,  to  fix  the  hours  of 
labor  of  the  fire  department.  The  commission 
suggests  that  the  new  charter  provision,  section  8, 
chapter  486,  Acts  of  1909,  which  took  effect  later* 
than  section  44,  chapter  514,  Acts  of  1909,rnay  be  a 
repeal  of  both  the  1904  and  1909  acts,  because 
section  62  of  the  charter  amendments  expressly 
repeals  any  act  inconsistent  with  the  charter  act. 
Moreover,  the  city  charter,  being  an  act  specifi- 
cally relating  to  Boston,  controls  any  provision 
theretofore  made  which  by  its  terms  is  made  gen- 
erally applicable  to  cities  and  towns.  (See  Dillon 
Municipal  Corporations,  Volume  I.,  section  167.) 

The  terms  of  the  new  city  charter  are  so  worded 
as  to  raise  a  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  the  City 
Council  to  pass  the  pending  ordinance,  because  the 
wording  of  section  8,  being  similar  to  that  of  the 
1885  statute,  forbids  the  City  Council  to  interfere 
in  the  administration  of  the  Fire  Department  or  in 
fixing  the  hours  of  labor  for  the  firemen.  In  the 
past  this  interference  by  the  City  Council  has  been 
made  the  subject  of  political  discussion  and  political 
agreements,  candidates  for  office,  in  order  to 
attract  the  votes  of  the  firemen  and  their  friends, 
promising  them  a  reduction  in  the  hours  of  labor. 

The  Finance  Commission  recommends: 

1.  That  the  pending  ordinance  be  not  passed. 

2.  That  the  present  urgent  needs  of  the  city 
for  improvements  in  its  street  and  sidewalk  con- 
ditions be  considered  before  further  benefits  are 
extended  to  members  of  the  Fire   Department. 

3.  That  the  City  Council  consult  with  the  Law 
Department  as  to  its  power  to  pass  the  ordinance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 

June  29,  1911. 
Charles  D.  Daly,  Esq.,  • 
Fire  Commissioner, 

Bristol  Street,  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — You  request  my  opinion  as  to 
whether  it  would  be  legal  to  require  firemen  to 
remain  within  the  city  limits  on  days  off,  and  my 
opinion  as  to  the  legality  of  a  regulation  requiring 
firemen  to  respond  to  four-alarm  fires  when  noti- 
fied, they  being  on  their  meal  hour  or  on  a  day  off. 

In  reply  I  would  state  that  under  the  amend- 
ments to  the  city  charter  the  City  Council  is  for- 
bidden to  interfere  directly  or  indirectly  with  the 
employment  of  labor  or  any  executive  business  of 
the  city.  If  it  were  not  for  a  statute  passed  in 
1904  no  ordinance  or  order  of  the  City  Council 
could  affect  in  any  way  your  control  over  the 
members  of  your  department.  The  statute  which 
I  refer  to  is  chapter  315  of  the  Acts  of  1904,  which 
reads  as  follows:  "Any  city  may  by  ordinance 
passed  by  its  city  council  and  approved  by  its 
mayor  and  any  town  may  by  by-law  establish 
the  hours  of  labor  of  the  members  of  its  fire 
department."  Acting  under  authority  of  this 
ordinance  the  city  council  has  given  one  day  off 
in  five  to  firemen,  the  ordinance  reading:  "whose 
hours  of  labor  for  the  city  shall  not  exceed  four 
days  out  of  five,"  and  has  provided  that  firemen 
shall  be  allowed  for  meals  each  day  either  three 
periods  of  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  each  or 
two  periods  of  two  hours  each. 

If  the  firemen  are  given  their  days  off  every- 
thing else  concerning  their  duties  is  to  be  regu- 
lated by  yourself.  In  my  opinion,  therefore,  it 
would  be  legal  for  you  to  make  a  regulation  that 
firemen  should  remain  within  the  city  limits  on 
their  days  off  unless  on  written  permission  of  the 
captain  of  their  company  or  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioner they  are  allowed  to  go  outside  those  limits. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  legal  for 
you  to  pass  a  regulation  requiring  firemen  to 
respond  to  four-alarm  fires  when  notified,  they 
being  on  their  meal  hour  or  on  a  day  off.  If  it 
is  on  their  day  off  I  think  they  would  be  entitled 
to  an  equivalent  time  on  some  other  day. 
Yours  truly, 

Thomas  M.  Babson, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  April  13,  1901. 
Hon.  Thomas  N.  Hart,  Mayor: 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  communication 
requesting  my  opinion  on  the  legality  of  the  order 
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recently  passed  by  the  City  Council,  "That  all 
JBembers  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department  be  given 
twelve  hours  off  in  eight  days  in  which  they  are  now 
on  duty,  said  twelve  hours  to  be  designated  by  the 
captains  of  the  various  fire  houses,"  I  have  to  say 
that  there  is  no  authority  in  the  City  Council  or 
either  branch  thereof  to  pass  the  order. 

The  Acts  of  1885,  chapter  266,  sections  6  and  12, 
are  as  follows: 

Section  6.  The  executive  powers  of  said  city, 
and  all  the  executive  powers  now  vested  in  the 
board  of  aldermen,  as  such,  as  surveyors  of  high- 
ways, county  commissioners  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
and  hereby  are  vested  in  the  mayor,  to  be  exercised 
through  the  several  officers  and  boards  of  the  city 
in  their  respective  departments,  under  his  general 
supervision  and  control.  Such  officers  and  boards 
shall,  in  their  respective  departments,  .  .  .  have 
the  entire  care,  custody  and  management  of  all 
public  works,  institutions,  buildings,  and  other 
property,  and  the  direction  and  control  of  all  the 
executive  and  administrative  business  of  said 
city.     .     .     . 

Sect.  12.  Neither  the  city  council  nor  either 
branch  thereof,  nor  any  member  or  committee 
thereof,  or  of  either  branch  thereof,  nor  the  board 
of  aldermen  acting  in  any  capacity  in  which  said 
board  may  act  separately  under  special  powers 
conferred  upon  it,  nor  any  member  or  committee  of 
said  board,  acting  in  any  such  capacity,  shall 
directly  or  indirectly  take  part  in  the  employment 
of  labor.  ...  or  in  the  conduct  of  any  of  the 
executive  or  administrative  business  of  the  city, 
or  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money,  except  such 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  contingent  and  inci- 
dental expenses  of  the  city  council  or  of  either 
branch  thereof. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  specifying  vacations 
of  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  or,  in  other 
words,  determining  how  many  hours  and  what 
hours  they  shall  work,  is  clearly  a  matter  of 
executive  responsibility  and  is  to  be  exclusively 
exercised  by  the  Fire  Commissioner  under  the 
general  supervision  and  control  of  the  Mayor. 
Respectfully, 

Andrew  J.  Bailey, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


PAYMENT   TO   MRS.   SHEA. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Finance  Commission, 

February  26,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  commission  desires  to  in- 
form you  that  chapter  89  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1916  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston  to  pay  a  sum 
of  money  not  exceeding  $5,000  to  the  mother  of 
Ralph  T.  Shea  may  be  shortly  presented  to  you 
for  acceptance.  The  act  has  been  passed  by 
the  General  Court  and  signed  by  the  Governor 
and  requires  your  acceptance  and  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor  before  it  becomes  effective.  The 
fact  that  it  has  been  passed  by  the  General  Court 
should  not  have  any  weight  with  you  because 
the  bill  carried  with  it  a  referendum  to  the  City 
Council  and  the  Mayor  and  thus  places  upon 
you  the  burden  of  weighing  carefully  the  facts 
in  the  case  before  committing  the  city  to  an  ex- 
penditure of  this  money  and  the  establishment 
of  a  very  dangerous  and  vicious  principle.  The 
facts  are  as  follows: 

On  June  17,  1913,  Officer  Charles  W.  Miller 
of  the  Boston  Police  Department,  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty  in  preserving  order  in  the 
South  End  district  of  the  City  of  Boston,  unfor- 
tunately shot  Ralph  T.  Shea  and  killed  him.  The 
officer  was  indicted  for  manslaughter  in  the 
Suffolk  Superior  Criminal  Court  and  was  found 
not  guilty.  The  testimony  in  the  trial  showed 
that  Officer  Miller  had  arrested  Shea  for  drunken- 
ness and  that  a  struggle  ensued  in  which  the 
officer  was  knocked  down  by  Shea  and  a  compan- 
ion, and  the  officer  robbed  of  his  billy  by  Shea.  In 
the  pursuit  which  followed,  the  officer  fired  a 
shot  in  the  air  in  order  to  stop  the  fugitive,  btit 
Shea  inn  into  a  doorway.  The  officer  approached 
the  doorway  and  escaped  being  hit  by  a  bottle 
which  was  thrown  at  him.  Fearing  bodily  harm 
he  fired  into  the  dark  doorway  into  which  Shea 
and  his  companion  had  disappeared  and  upon  the 
officer  entering  he  found  that  he  had  shot  the 
unfortunate  man  through  the  head.     The  medical 
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examiner,  Doctor  Leary,  testified  that  the  con- 
tents of  Shea's  stomach  showed  that  he  had  benfja. 
drinking  alcoholic  liquor  that  day.  The  expenses 
of  the  officer  in  this  law  suit,  amounting  to 
$2,116.50,  were  paid  by  the  City  of  Boston  on 
April  23,  1915,  after  the  Legislature  had  passed 
a  bill  deeming  such  reimbursement  meritorious. 

If  the  City  Council  has  any  doubt  as  to  the 
facts  of  the  case  it  should  consult  with  Capt. 
Ainsley  C.  Armstrong  and  Police  Officer  Charles 
W.  Miller,  Michael  J.  Sughrue,  Esq.,  attorney 
for  Charles  W.  Miller,  and  the  records  in  the 
Police  Department. 

The  commission  believes  that  the  act  should 
not  be  accepted  by  the  City  Council  nor  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


STREET   RAILWAY   POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  city  clerk  of 
Lynn  certifying  that  certain  persons  had  been 
appointed  by  the  mayor  of  Lynn  as  street  railway 
police  on  Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  mayor's  office  of 
Cambridge  of  appointment  by  the  mayor  of  Cam- 
bridge of  certain  men  as  street  railway  police  on 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company. 

Placed  on  file. 


AMENDMENT  TO  TRAFFIC  REGULATION. 

A  copy  of  vote  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  amending  section  1  of  Article  8  of 
the  Street  Traffic  Regulations  _  by  adding  to  said 
section  the  following-named  highway  as  onerway 
street  for  vehicular  traffic: 

Chauncy  street  southwesterly,  from  Summer 
street  to  Essex  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions of  twenty-six  newsboys,  three  vendors  and 
one  bootblack  for  minors'  licenses — recommending 
that  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 


CLERIC   HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Register  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  report  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws, 
certifying  that  persons  had  been  employed  in  his 
office  from  January  24  to  February  21,  and  that 
work  had  been  performed  to  the  amount  of 
$3,887.6.5. 

Pay  roll  approved  and  ordered  paid. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  February,  1916. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


COURTHOUSE    SITE,   WEST   ROXBURY. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advertise  for  a 
suitable  site  for  a  courthouse  in  West  Roxbury 
district,  in  the  vicinity  of  Forest  Hills  square,  and 
to  report  to  the  City  Council  as  to  the  probable  cost 
of  said  site.   ■ 

Passed. 


NAMING   OF   NIMS   SQUARE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  John  I. 
Fitzgerald  el  al.  (referred  February  14)  to  name 
junction  of  Cambridge,  North  Russell  and  South 
Russell  streets,  Nims  square — respectfully  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  open  space  at  the  junction 
of  Cambridge,  North  Russell  and  South  Russell 
streets  be  named  and  known  as  "Nims  square,"' 
and  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  cause 
the  said  square  to  be  properly  designated  by  signs. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  the  peti- 
tion for  the  naming  of  this  particular  square 
was  presented  by  Representative  John  I.  Fitz- 
gerald of  old  Ward  8.  It  was  signed  by  many 
residents  of  the  district.  The  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  considered  the  matter  last  Thurs- 
day and  decided  to  report  back  that  the  square 
should  be  named  in  honor  of  this  soldier  and  busi- 
ness man  of  Boston.  The  Boston  Post  and  the  . 
Boston  Evening  Traveler  both  came  out  editorially 
in  favor  of  the  naming  of  this  particular  square 
"Nims  square."  For  the  purpose  of  spreading 
it  upon  the  record,  I  thought  it  might  be  well  to 
make  a  short  statement  in  reference  to  the  work 
of  this  Boston  soldier.  Capt.  Ormand  F.  Nims 
organized  the  Second  Battery  of  Massachusetts 
Light  Infantry.  It  was  organized  in  April  and 
May  of  1861,  was  recruited  in  Boston  and  was 
the  first  battery  to  go  to  the  w-ar  for  a  three-year 
period.  The  battery  was  in  Baltimore  in  1861 
and  1862;  in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  under 
Butler,  in  1862;  at  Vicksburg  in  1862;  at  Port 
Hudson,  Louisiana,  in  1863,  until  the  surrender; 
in  the  Red  river  campaign  in  1864;  near  New 
Orleans  during  the  summer  of  1864,  and  was  then 
sent  to  Florida  and  marched  through  swamps  to 
take  part  in  the  operations  at  Mobile.  The  bat- 
tery made  exhaustive  marches  and  suffered 
greatly.  It  was  present 'at  Vicksburg  in  June, 
1865,  and  stayed  there  in  camp  until  July  22.  The 
battery  then  left  for  Boston  and  was  mustered 
out  on  August  11,  1S65.  So  this  battery,  which 
was  recruited,  organized  and  captained  by  Or- 
mand F.  Nims,  served  from  1861  until  the  close 
of  the  war  in  1865.  The  account  which  I  have 
spread  upon  the  records  I  get  from  the  book 
entitled  "Massachusetts  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
During  the  War  of  1861-1865,"  by  Thomas  Went- 
worth  Higginson,  who  at  the  time  was  state 
military  and  naval  historian,  the  book  being 
published  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.  This  man  lived  and  had  his 
place  of  business  at  this  particular  spot,  in  this 
particular  locality.  He  not  only  was  a  good 
soldier,  but  a  good  business  man  and  a  good 
citizen,  and  I  have  heard  it  said  by  those  who  knew 
him  that  he  was  a  very  charitable  man.  He  kept 
a  drug  store  on  Cambridge  street,  one  of  the  drug 
stores  nearest  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospi- 
tal, and  only  to-day  a  veteran  named  Jeremiah 
Oilman,  who  served  in  the  Twenty-second  Massa- 
chusetts and  later  under  Nims,  said  to  me  that 
he  himself  in  the  early  days  saw  poor  people  come 
to  Nims'  drug  store  from  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  with  prescriptions,  and  Nims 
never  refused  to  help  any  poor  person  who  desired 
such  a  prescription  filled  because  the  person  could 
not  pay  for  it.  If  people  did  not  have  a  sufficient 
amount,  he  would  take  but  a  small  sum  f or  the 
drugs  he  put  up.  I  have  here  a  book  entitled 
"Nims'  Second  Massachusetts  Battery,"  which 
speaks  of  him  and' his  charity.  I  will  quote  a 
short  statement  and  I  will  then  have  finished: 

"During  the  half-century  that  Colonel  Nims 
maintained  his  drug  store  at  the  West  End  he 
saw  many  changes  in  that  neighborhood.  Some 
one  has  said  that  he  served  the  poor  and  needy 
from  his  little  store  as  faithfully  as  he  ever  served 
his  country  in  the  days  of  the  war.  Everyone  in 
that  section  regarded  him  as  a  friend  and  helper, 
and  he  was  always  ready  to  give  aid  to  those  who 
needed  him.  He  made  it  a  practice  to  give  away 
one  prescription,  at  least,  every  day.  If  the 
families  of  any  of  his  men  were  in  need,  it  was  his 
delight  to  care  for  and  assist  them. " 

By  special  enactment  of  the  Senate  he  received 
the  titles  of  ■  brevet-major,  brevet-lieutenant- 
colonel  and  finally  brevet-colonel  for  gallant 
and  meritorious  service  during  the  war.  Colonel 
Nims  died  at  his  home,  42  Blossom  street,  on  May 
23,  1911,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  He  was 
a  Christian  patriot,  a  soldier,  a  friend  of  the  poor', 
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a  respected  and  honored  citizen  of  the  city.  I 
talked  with  a  lady  to-day,  Mrs.  Bateman,  of  the  . 
Daughters  of  Veterans,  who  told  me  that  in  the 
early  days  Colonel  Nims  did  much,  as  the  old 
veteran  also  said,  for  the  poor  people  of  that  par- 
ticular district  of  the  city;  and  it  is  quite  right  and 
proper  that  this  particular  square  should  be  named 
in  honor  of  Col.  Ormand  F.  Nims. 
The  order  was  passed. 


LIST  OF  CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order — That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  furnish  the  City 
Council  with  a  list  of  the  persons  who  have  been 
appointed  to  positions  in  the  various  departments 
with  the  rating  of  constable  since  February  1,  1915, 
giving  in  each  case  the  name,  department,  date  of 
appointment  and  salary. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  offer  that 
order  at  this  time  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  is  about  to  take  up 
the  annual  budget,  and  I  think  the  information 
called  for  by  the  order  will  .be  helpful  to  the 
committee.  Therefore  I  hope  that  the  Mayor 
will  submit  a  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council. 

The  order  was  passed. 


HOLIDAY,  EVACUATION  DAY. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
heads  of  departments  be  authorized  to  allow  a 
half  holiday,  without  loss  of  pay,  on  Evacuation 
Day,  March  17,  1916,  to  all  city  employees  partici- 
pating in  the  parade  in  observance  of  the  day. 

Passed. 


PAYMENT  TO  MRS.  NORAH  V.  SHEA. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  chap- 
ter 89  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916,  entitled  "An  Act 
to  Authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  Pay  a  Sum  of 
Money  to  the  Mother  of  Ralph  T.  Shea,"  be  and 
the  same  hereby  is  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  S9  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1916  the  sum  of  $5,000  be  allowed  and  paid 
to  Nora  V.  Shea,  mother  of  Ralph  T.  Shea,  who  was 
accidentally  shot  by  a  policeman  of  the  City  of 
Boston — said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


INCORPORATION   OF  PARKMAN 
FOUNDATION. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  be  authorized 
to  appear  before  the  Committee  of  the  Legislature 
on  Mercantile  Affairs  in  opposition  to  House  Bill 
No.  1070,  which  provides  for  the  incorporation 
of  the  Parkman  Foundation. 

Passed. 


USE   OF  STREETS. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  the  following: 
In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 
An  Ordinance  Relative  to  the  Use  of  Streets. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  36  of  chapter  40  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1914  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  thereto 
the  following  words:  "but  nothing  in  this  section 
shall  be  construed  to  curtail,  abridge,  or  limit  the 
right  or  opportunity  of  any  person  to  exercise  the 
right  of  peaceful  persuasion  guaranteed  by  Statute 
1913,  chapter  590,  or  to  curtail,  abridge,  or  limit 
the  intendment  of  any  statute  of  tin;  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,"  so  that  said  section 
shall  read  as  follows: 

Section  36.  No  person  shall,  in  a  street, 
unreasonably  obstruct  the  free  passage  of  foot- 
travelers,  or  wilfully  and  unreasonably  saunter  or 
loiter  for  more  than  seven  minutes  after  being 
directed  by  a  police  officer  to  move  on,  but  nothing 
in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  curl  nil,  .- 1 1 . r  i .  I •  ■  ■  . 
or  limit  the  right  or  opportunity  of  any  person  to 


exercise  the  right  of  peaceful  persuasion  guaranteed 
by  Statute  1913,  chapter  690,  or  to  curtail,  abridge, 
or  limit  the  intendment  of  any  statute  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


DAY   IN   THREE   FOR  FIREMEN. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  the  following: 

City  of  Boston. 

In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 

An  Ordinance  Concerning  the  Fire  Department. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 

follows: 

Chapter  sixteen  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1914  is  hereby  amended  in  section  one  by  striking 
out  the  whole  of  said  section,  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  following: 

Section  1.  The  fire  department  shall  be  under 
the  charge  of  the  fire  commissioner,  who  shall 
exercise  the  powers  and  perform  the  duties  provided 
by  statute;  and  shall  appoint  a  chief  of  depart- 
ment, deputy  chiefs,  district  chiefs,  engineers,  and 
other  firemen,  whose  hours  of  labor  for  the  city 
shall  not  exceed  two  days  out  of  three,  and  who 
shall  be  allowed  for  meals  during  the  two  days  on 
duty  three  periods  of  one  hour  each. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  of  last  year's  city  govern- 
ment considered  an  ordinance  the^  before  the 
committee  which  the  committee  and  the  gentle- 
man who  presented  the  ordinance  thought  was 
illegally  drawn.  The  committee  appointed  a  sub- 
committee consisting  of  Coun.  Ballantyne  and 
Watson  and  myself  to  report  an  ordinance  pat- 
terned after  the  Chicago  system.  After  confer- 
ence with  Coun.  Ballantyne — Coun.  Watson  not 
being  in  this  year's  city  government — this  ordi- 
nance is  presented  by  me  to-day  as  the  result  of 
our  work,  and  it  is  patterned  upon  the  system  that 
the  firemen  in  Chicgao  are  now  working  under. 
We  have  presented  it  on  instructions  from  the 
committee. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 


ANTICIPATION   OF   TAXES. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  offered  an  order— That  to 
provide  temporarily  money  to  meet  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  financial  year  1916-17,  the  City 
Treasurer  issue  and  sell,  at  such  times  and  in  such 
-amounts  as  he  may  deem  best,  notes  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston,  not  exceed- 
ing $9,000,000  in  the  total,  in  anticipation  of  the 
taxes  of  the  current  municipal  year;  that  all  such 
notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  be  dated  the 
day  the  money  for  the  same  is  received,  to  be 
made  payable  with  the  interest  thereon  at  the 
office  of  the  City  Treasurer  within  one  year  of 
date  from  the  taxes  of  the  year  1916,  and  bear 
interest  from  that  date  until  the  same  are  made 
payable  at  such  rate  as  said  treasurer  shall  deem 
proper. 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Under  the  circumstances, 
because  of  the  need  of  haste  in  this  matter,  and 
inasmuch  as  it  will  take  two  weeks  anyway  for  its 
passage,  I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  KENNY — -Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  order  going  on  its  passage,  but  it 
seems  to  me,  as  a  matter  of  caution  and  safety, 
that  a  subject  of  this  importance  should  be  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  so  that  we  may  read 
it  over  and  be  sure  that  we  understand  it  before 
we  vote  upon  it. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  it  seems  to 
me  there  will  be  ample  time  for  consideration  even 
after  the  rules  are  suspended  and  that  no  undue 
haste  will  be  indulged  in,  because  in  any  event 
the  order  cannot  be  passed  inside  of  two  weeks. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  my  point  is 
that  we  might,  look  into  it  later  in  the  day  but  not 
at  this  time.  I  don't  think  the  Council  should  bo 
called  upon  to  vote  for  a  loan  of  SJ9, 000,000  with- 
out at  least  reading  the  order. 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Mr.  President,  it  is  nothing 
very  new.  It  is  an  exact  copy  of  a  resolution 
\\  lii.-li  we  passed  at  this  period  a  year  ago  and  is  a 
matter  of  routine  rather  than  of  vital  principle. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  that  all  may 
be  true;  but  as  one  member  of  the  Council  1  would 
like  to  read  (lie  order.  How  do  I  know  that  there 
is  not  an  error  in  the  order?  If  I  am  to  be  charged 
for  responsibility  for  voting  on  $9,000,000  I  should 
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at  least  have  a  chance  to  read  the  order.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  may  well  be  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  under  the  rules  and  perhaps  re- 
ported back  this  afternoon,  but  we  should  at  least 
have  a  chance  to  read  it  over. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  in  order  to 
give  everyone  a  chance  to  look  it  over,  I  move  its 
reference  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


ABANDONMENT   OP   EASEMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  busi- 
ness, Nos.  4  and  5,  viz.: 

4.  Whereas,  The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  the  construction  of 
sewerage  works,  did  take,  by  an  order  dated 
May  11,  1896,  certain  parcels  of  land  from  Leander 
E.  H.  Jones  and  from  John  and  George  H.  Cav- 
anagh,  situated  west  of  Dorchester  avenue, 
opposite  Damrell  street,  in  that  part  of  Boston 
called  South  Boston;  and 

Whereas,  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
having  charge  of  the  said  parcels  of  land,  has 
notified  the  City  Council  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
easement  in  a  part  of  said  land  taken  is  no  longer 
required  for  public  purposes;  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  25,  section  50,  of  the  Revised  Laws, 
and  for  a  nominal  consideration,  to  declare  the 
right  and  easement  so  taken  in  the  following 
described  parcels  of  land  to  be  abandoned,  viz.: 

A  strip  of  land  8  feet  in  width,  beginning  at  a 
point  about  125.56  feet  distant  westerly,  from  the 
westerly  line  of  Dorchester  avenue  in  the  northerly 
boundary  line  of  the  strip  formerly  taken  from 
Leander  E.  H.  Jones  and  running  northerly  and 
westerly  by  two  lines,  157.77  feet  and  17.89  feet 
in  length,  respectively,  to  land  formerly  of  John 
and.  George  H.  Cavanagh;  thence  running  south- 
erly bounded  westerly  by  land  formerly  taken  from 
said  Cavanaghs,  9.33  feet;  thence  running  southerly 
and  easterly  by  two  lines,  12.43  feet  and  149.42 
feet,  respectively,  to  land  taken  from  Leander 
E.  H.  Jones;  thence  running  easterly  bounded 
southerly  by  land  taken  from  said  Jones,  about 
11.11  feet,  to  the  point  of  beginning,  containing 
about  1,350  square  feet,  more  or  less. 

A  strip  of  land  8  feet  in  width,  in  continuation 
northwesterly  of  the  last  described  parcel  of  land 
and  containing  about  2,429  square  feet,  more  of 
less,  ta,ken  from  John  and  George  H.  Cavanagh, 
as  aforesaid. 

The  said  easement  to  be  abandoned  is  shown 
figured  in  green  on  a  plan  marked  "City  of  Boston, 
Plan  No.  323,  Sewerage  Works,  Dorchester  Ave., 
South  Boston,  June  9,  1915,  F.  0.  Whitney,  Chief 
Engineer  Street  Laying-Out  Department,"  and  to 
be  recorded  in  Suffolk  Registry  of  Deeds. 

On  February  14,  1916,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  preambles  and  order  were  given  their 
final  reading  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. ; 

5.  Whereas,  The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
for  the  purpose  of  construction  of'sewerage  works, 
did  take  from  a  person  or  persons  unknown,  the 
West  End  Street  Railway  Company,  James  F. 
Shaw,  James  K.  Hill,  Henrik  J.  Eklund  and 
Alonzo  C.  Emmons,  and  Annie'  I.  Mooney,  by  a 
vote  of  said  Board,  dated  April  1,  1898,  and 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  liber  2518,  folio  407, 
an  easement  in  certain  parcels  of  land  between 
Cephas  street  and  Faneuil  street,  in  that  part  of 
Boston  formerly  Brighton,  and  shown  on  a  plan 
marked  "City  of  Boston,  Plan  No.  15,  Sewerage 
Works,  Faneuil  Valley  Brook,  March  7,  1898, 
William  Jackson,  City  Engineer";  and 

Whereas,  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
having  charge  of  said  parcels  of  land  taken,  has 
notified  the  City  Council  that  in  his  opinion  the 
easement  in  said  parcels  of  land  is  ho  longer  re- 
quired for  public  purposes;   it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  25,  section  50,  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and 
for  a  nominal  consideration,  to  declare  all  right 
and  easement  so  taken  to  be  abandoned. 

On  February  14,  1916,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  preambles  and  order  were  given  their  final 
reading  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BAL- 
LANTYNE, at  3.32  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order 
by  President  HAGAN  at  5.55  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Committeo 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  to-day)  for 
leave  to  sell,  lease  or  rent  firearms  at  various  loca- 
tions— that  leave  be  granted,  viz.: 

William  Read  &  Sons,  Inc.,  364  Washington 
street,  Ward  5. 

J.  White's  Sons,  148-150  Hanover  street,  Ward  5. 

Reports  accepted;  leave  granted  on  usual  con- 
ditions. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  to-day)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
various  places  of  amusement — that  permits  be 
granted,  viz.: 

Katy  Boyd  George,  evenings  of  February  23,  24, 
at  Jordan  Hall. 

Isabelle  J.  E.  Stevens,  evening  of  March  2,  at 
First  Parish  Church,  Dorchester. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  to-day)  that  so  much  of  loan  order  ap- 
proved July  26,  1907,  appropriating  $2,500  for 
Franklin  square,  sand  garden  and  gymnastic  appa- 
ratus; loan  order  passed  December  23,  1913,  appro- 
priating $125,000  for  fire  alarm  headquarters 
equipment;  loan  order  approved  January  30,  1914, 
appropriating  $80,000  for  fire  station,  Charlestown, 
and  not  issued,  be  and  the  same  are  rescinded — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  to 
provide  temporarily  money  to  meet  the  appro- 
priations for  the  financial  year  1916-17  the  City 
Treasurer  issue  and  sell  notes  and  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  not  exceeding 
$9,000,000  in  total — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  given  its  first  reading 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  and  passage 
not  less  than  fourteen  days  from  date. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  No.  2,  viz.: 

2.  Patrick  F.  Powers  and  Walter  J.  Hope,  to  be 
Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee, 
Coun.  Coleman  and  Ballantyne.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  called  up  unfinished 
business,  No.  3,  viz.: 

3.  James  J.  Twohig,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— Coun.  McDonald  .  and  Attridge.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  2,  nays  5,  and  the 
appointment  was  rejected. 


SIDEWALK,  WESTVILLE   STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
.  along  both  sides  of  Westville  street,  between 
Bowdoin  street  and  Geneva  avenue,  Ward  18, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of 
1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration, hoping  that  the  same  would  not  pre- 
vail.    Lost. 


Adjourned  at  6.02  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLEMAN,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  6,  at 
3  p.  m. 


CITY  .COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  6,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Collins,  Coulthurst,  Storrow. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  6,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  appoint  Arthur  Rock,  1607 
River  street,  Readville,  Mass.,  a  Weigher  of  Coal 
for.  the  term  ending  April  30,  1916. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


\ 
BATH    HOUSE,    SOUTH    BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  6,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  order  passed 
by  your  honorable  body  on  February  14,  I  beg  to 
submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

February  26,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  order  passed 
by  the  City  Council  which  explains  itself.  I  wish 
to  state  that  this  should  really  be  the  work  of  an 
architect,  but  as  the  order  does  not  provide  for 
architect's  fee,  and  as  there  is  no  item  in  the  budget 
of  this  department  for  expert  services  of  this  kind,  I 
beg  lea\'e  to  submit  the  following  statement  of 
what  would  be  required  to  alter  the  building  form- 
erly used  for  Police  Station  No.  6,  South  Boston, 
into  a  bath  house. 

This  proposition  would  not  disturb  any  part  of 
the  building  above  the  first  floor,  other  than  some 
change  of  stairs  and  a  few  other  minor  things 
incide  tal  thereto. 

The  first  floor,  which  is  of  wood  at  present,  would 
have  to  be  removed  and  substituted  by  iron  and 
reinforced  concrete.  Then  by  lowering  the  grade 
of  the  basement  it  would  be  available  for  probably 
forty  combination  showers  and  the  necessary  boiler, 
tank,  coal  pocket,  etc. 

The  present  cells  which  occupy  a  vertical  space 
three  stories  high  would  have  to  be  removed,  as 
well  as  many  other  minor  things  incidental  thereto. 

This  statement  is  based  on  the  following  esti- 
mate of  items,  which  in  some  cases  might  be  high, 
while  in  other  items  might  be  low,  but  I  think  the 
general  average  would  balance,  so  that  the  whole 
amount  might  be  about  right: 

26  iron  beams  at  $40 $1,040  00 

550  yards  concrete  at  $15 8,250  00 

Excavating  and  tearing  out 1,200  00 

1,060  yards  plastering  at  $0.75 795  00 

80  showers  complete  at  $125 10,000  00 

Additional  plumbing 1,500  00 

Boiler  and  installing 2,500  00 

Electric  work  and  fixtures 1,500  00 

Radiation si  h  i  i  k  i 

Carpenter  work 3,000  00 

New  chimney 400  00 

Hot  water  tank 500  00 


Waterproofing $150  00 

Terrazzo  floors 800  00 

Painting ■ 500  00 

$32,935  00 
Architect's  fee  (10  per  cent) 3,293  00 

x    Estimated  total  cost $36,228  00 


Yours  respectfully, 

Richaed  A.   Ly-nch, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Walkup  Brothers,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  wagon  by  a  city  ash  team. 

Belle  MacDonald,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Beacon  street,  corner  of  Clar- 
endon street. 

Margaret  Gainey,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  17  Gainsborough  street  by  a  defective  sewer. 

Michael  Smith,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
548  Albany  street  by  employees  of  the  Sewer 
Division. 

Principio  Santosuosso,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  while  entering  a  ferryboat  of  the 
North  Ferry. 

P.  Fred  Brine,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
Hotel  Buckminster  by  overflow  of  sewer. 

James  Corsano,  to  be  refunded  fee  for  building 
which  cannot  now  be  legally  erected. 

Executive. 

Michael  J.  Greeley,  to  be  retired  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914. 

Samuel  J.  Beckwith  &  Co.,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  170  Washington  street,  Ward  5. 


READING  ROOM,  MEETING  HOUSE  HILL. 

President  HAGAN  presented  a  petition  signed  by 
Thomas  H.  Glynn  and  many  others,  citizens  and 
taxpayers  of  the  Meeting  House  Hill  district, 
Dorchester,  for  branch  library  and  reading  room 
in  said  district. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Branch  Libraries. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Walter  J.  Hope. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


CHANGE   IN   STREET   NAMES. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  giving  change  in  names  of 
various  streets,  viz.: 

Riverside  street  changed  to  Motley  street. 

Portion  of  Ruggles  street  changed  to  Louis 
Prang  street. 

Claxton  street  changed  to  Callender  street. 

Mendon  park  changed  to  Centcrvale  park. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICES   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

Notices  were  received  by  the  City  Clerk  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Health  as  to  appoint- 
ments, the  same  having  received  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor,  viz.: 

Michael  J.  Foley,  sanitary  inspector  in  Health 
Department. 

Thomas  A.  Lulligan,  maritime  sanitary  inspector 
in  Health  Depart  menl . 

Placed  on  file. 
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NOTICE   OF   RIGHTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  owners  of  property 
313-319  Washington  street,  of  saving  of  rights 
against  encroachments  on  said  property. 

Placed  on  file. 


REMOVAL  OF  LINCOLN  MONUMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Art  Commission,  February  26,  1916. 
Mr.  George  W.  Coleman, 

City  Council,  City  Hall,  Boston,  Mass.: 
Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  the  proposal  to 
remove  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Monument,  referred 
to  this  commission  by  the  City  Council,  I  am 
directed  to  inform  the  City  Council  through  you 
that  this  commission  has  voted,  that  in  view  of  the 
measures  pending  in  the  Legislature  relative  to 
Park  square,  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  any  action 
at  present. 

I  am  further  directed  to  add  that  this  commission 
sees  no  present  public  necessity  for  moving  the 
Lincoln  Monument,  but  that  in  case  the  develop- 
ment of  Park  square  necessitates  the  removal,  this 
commission  will  be  glad  to  reconsider  the  matter. 
Yours  very  truly, 

J.  T.  Coolidge,  Secretary, 
per  Henhy  Copley  Gbeene, 

Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Aberdeen  Street  Garage,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  20-28  Aberdeen  street. 

Julia  Coolidge,  keeping  of  gasolene,  130  Beacon 
street. 

Harold  L.  Bond  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
detonators,  383  Atlantic  avenue. 

Harold  L.  Bond  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
detonators,  48  Purchase  street. 

J.  A.  Dowling,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
Brighton  avenue,  near  Harvard  avenue. 

Jewell  A.  Dowling,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
corner  Commonwealth  and  Harvard  avenues. 

Troy  Dyeing  and  Cleansing  Works,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  415  Dorchester  avenue. 

George  B.  Hall,  keeping  of  gasolene,  12  Intervale 
park,  Dorchester. 

E.  R.  Heath,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  143 
Main  street,  Charlestown. 

Charles  L.  Burnes,  keeping  of  gasolene,  1952 
River  street,  Hyde  Park. 

Laurence  Minot  et  ah,  trustees,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  28  Scotia  street. 

Summerfield  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene,  105 
Tyler  street. 

St.  Michael's  Cemetery,  keeping  of  black  powder 
and  fuses,  Walk  Hill  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS*   LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  nine  newsboys  and 
three  vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  4,  viz.: 

4.  Edward  S.  Smith  and  Harold  H.  Chapman, 
to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Ballantyne  and  Attridge.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  5,  yeas  5,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


PAYMENT  TO   MRS.   SILLOWAY. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
chapter  105  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  Authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  Pay  a 
Sum  of  Money  to  the  Widow  of  Charles  E.  Sillo- 
way,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Sadie  Silloway, 
widow  of  Charles  E.  Silloway,  the  sum  which 
he  would  have  been  entitled  to  as  Assistant  City 
Messenger  of  the  City  of  Boston  had  he  served  in 
said  position  until  the  first  day  of  April,  1916, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Widow,  Charles  E.  Silloway. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


EXAMINATION   OF  CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order — That  until 
the  further  direction  of  the  City  Council  the  City 
Clerk  be  requested  to  notify  all  appointees  to  the 
office  of  city  constable  to  appear  at  the  following 
regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  executive 
session  thereof. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LEGISLATION   CONCERNING   FREIGHT 
RAILROAD,   EAST   BOSTON. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  consider 
and  report  what  action,  if  any,  should  be  taken  by 
the  City  Council  in  reference  to  the  proposed 
legislation  relative  to  the  charter  of  the  East  Boston 
Marginal  Freight  Railroad  Company. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ERECTION   OF   MUNICIPAL  BUILDING, 
SOUTH  END. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  proceed  with  the 
erection  of  the  proposed  municipal  building  in  the 
South  End. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


NECESSITY    OF   NEW   POLICE   STATIONS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Police  Commissioner  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform  the  City  Council  as 
to  the  necessity  for  new  police  stations  in  the  Hyde 
Park  and  West  Roxbury  districts. 

Passed. 


QUARTERS  FOR  ENGINE   COMPANY. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Fire  Commissioner  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the  City  Council 
what,  if  anything,  is  being  contemplated  for  secur- 
ing suitable  quarters  on  a  larger  thoroughfare  for 
the  fire  engine  company  now  situated  on  Salem 
street. 

Passed. 


INFORMATION   CONCERNING   PARK 
IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  information  upon  the  following 
matters: 

What  plan,  if  any,  the  commission  has  for  the 
improvement  of  the  North  End  Park  and  pier. 

What  progress  has  been  made,  if  any,  on  the 
Parker  Hill  Playground  proposition. 

What  use  it  feels  that  the  income  of  the  Park- 
man  Fund  should  be  devoted  to  for  this  fiscal  year. 

What  has  been  done  at  Governor's  Island  to 
date  for  improvement  of  the  same,  and  the  cost 
thereof,  also  what  improvements  may  be  intended 
and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  same. 

What  plan,  if  any,  it  has  under  consideration 
for  the  planting  of  trees  throughout  the  city. 

What  has  been  done  or  is  contemplated  for  the 
erection  of  a  Horticultural  Building  in  the  Fenway. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MARCH    6,    1916. 
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RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.12  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
'  Coun.  McDONALD,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  6.18  p.  m. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  bv  the  Mayor, 
February  28,  1916,  viz.: 

1 .  Walter  F.  Keen ,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the  City 
■  of  Boston. 

2.  Abraham  Susan,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

3.  William  J.  McCluskey,  to  be  a  Constable  of 
the  City  of  Boston. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  McDonald  and  Coleman.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


Coun.  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair. 


The  Chair  called  up  unfinished  business,  No.  5, 
viz.: 

Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the  Mayor, 
February  7,  1916,  viz.: 

John  J.  Sullivan,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  to  serve  in  an  official  capacity,  without 
bonds. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  the  vote  is  taken  on  No.  5  it  be  by  roll  call. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  rise 
to  a  point  of  order. 

Chairman  ATTRIDGE— What  is  the  gentle- 
man's point  of  order? 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— The  law  and  the  rules 
say  that  all  votes  on  confirmation  must  be  taken 
bv  ballot. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President 

Chairman  ATTRIDGE— The  Chair  has  not  yet 
ruled  on  the  point  of  order  raised  by  Coun.  Ballan- 
tyne.  The  Chair  rules  that  the  point  of  order  is 
not  well  taken,  because  of  the  fact  that  our  rules 
do  not  specifically  provide  for  the  taking  of  the 
vote  by  secret  ballot. 

.     Coun.    BALLANTYNE— Mr.    President,    I    re- 
fer to  the  law,  what  the  statute  provides. 

Chairman  ATTRIDGE — The  Chair  awaits  the 
presentation  of  that  provision  of  law. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
vote  against  the  confirmation  of  Mr.  John  J.  Sul- 
livan to  be  a  constable  of  the  City  of  Boston  to 
serve  in  an  official  capacity  without  bonds.  I 
would  like  to  state,  for  the  purpose  of  having  it 
appear  upon  the  record,  that  Mr.  John  J.  Sullivan 
has  appeared  before  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  and  has  stated  that  he  sought 
employment  in  the  registration  of  births,  deaths 
•and  marriages  as  a  person  who  was  to  be  employed 
as  an  investigator  with  respect  to  the  data  of  births 
and  the  verification  of  dates  in  connection  with 
births;  that  he  expected  to  receive  31,200  per 
year;  that  the  duties  which  he  expected  to  perform 
were  not  the  duties  of  a  constable,  who  is  ordinarily 
understood  to  be  a  man  who  is  clothed  with  the 
authority  to  serve  writs  and  legal  process,  but  that 
because  of  his  special  knowledge  or  the  experience 
which  he  had  in  the  income  department  of  the 
Federal  Government,  and  also  because  of  the  fact 
that  he  had  heretofore  taken  the  school  census  and 
had  done  some  work  along  the  line  of  work  of  this 
character  as  an  investigator,  he  felt  that  he  was 
entitled  to  this  appointment.  Thereupon  the 
Executive  Committee  of  this  Council,  consisting 
of  all  its  members,  submitted  a  communication  to 
the  Civil  Service  Commission,  the  question  having 
been  raised  as  to  our  power  to  confirm  a  man  to  the 
office  of  constable  whose  duties  were  not  that  of 
constable  or  did  not  contemplate  the  duties  of 
constable.  I  would  like  to  read  the  letter  sent  to 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  under  the  authority 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  all  the 
members  of  the  Council. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  February  29,  1916. 
Civil  Service  Commission: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  directed  by  the  City  Council 
■  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  address  to  the  Civil  Service 
'  Commissioners  the  following  inquiry. 


John  J.  Sullivan  was  appointed  on  February  7 
to  be  a  constable  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  serve  in 
an  official  capacity  without  bonds.  It  appears 
that  the  said  Sullivan  is  to  perform  the  work  of  an 
investigator,  which  calls  for  the  obtaining  of  in- 
formation with  respect  to  the  date  of  births  and 
obtaining  verification  of  data  in  connection  there- 
with, and  in  no  manner  performing  the  ordinary 
duties  of  a  constable  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
work  described  was  heretofore  performed  by  a 
constable. 

Query.  Is  such  appointment  properly  made 
under  the  law? 

Very  truly  yours, 
James  Donovan,  City  Clerk. 

To  that  letter  the  following  response  has  been 
received  from  the  Civil  Service  Commission: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Office  of  Civil  Service  Commission, 

March  1,  1916. 
Hon.  James  Donovan, 

City  Clerk,  City  Hall,  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  in 
relation  to  the  employment  of  John  J.  Sullivan,  who 
was  appointed  a  constable,  was  duly  received,  and 
in  reply  I  am  directed  to  say  that  to  appoint  a 
constable  and  then  put  that  person  to  work  as  an 
investigator  with  respect  to  the  date  of  births  and 
verification  of  the  date  in  connection  therewith  is 
in  direct  violation  of  the  law.  The  work  which 
you  describe  is  not  at  all  the  work  of  a  constable. 
Very  respectfully, 
.Warren  P.  Dudley,  Secretary. 
Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  call  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  that  Mr.  Sullivan  is  not  ap- 
pointed to  be  a  constable  of  the  City  of  Boston 
in  the  ordinary  sense  in  which  we  understand  the 
term, — that  is,  a  man  appointed  to  serve  civil 
process  and  who  gives  a  bond  with  surety, — but 
he  is  appointed  to  perform  services  in  an  official 
capacity  without  bond;  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
Council  is  not  going  to  lend  itself  to  such  an  evasion 
of  the  law  as  this  would  mean,  being  apparently 
a  manifest  attempt  which  shows  an  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  Mayor  of  the  city  to  get  around  the 
civil  service  law  of  this  state.  Mr.  President, 
every  person  has  a  right  to  aspire  to  do  work  under 
the  civil  service;  every  person  has  a  right  to  aspire 
to  work  for  the  City  of  Boston  or  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts.  The  law  prescribes  the  method 
and  manner  in  which  a  person  shall  go  about  that; 
that,  first,  in  order  to  make  himself  eligible,  he  shall 
file  a  petition,  shall  submit  himself  to  examination 
and  when  his  qualifications  have  been  ascertained 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  rating.  Then  when  work 
which  he  is  contemplating  is  required,  and  a  man 
entitled  to  perform  that  work  is  being  sought, 
recourse  is  had  to  this  eligible  list  of  men  who  have 
qualified  themselves  to  perform  the  work.  That 
should  be  the  procedure  here.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  Civil .  Service  Commission  to  hold  examinations 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  qualifications 
of  men  and  to  give  them  their  rating  upon  this 
work.  As  I  have  already  stated,  there  is  here 
clearly  an  evasion  of  the  law,  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  this  Council  is  not  going  to 
lend  itself  to  the  support  of  any  such  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  Mayor  of  this  city. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  I  am 
going  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  confirmation  of  Mr. 
Sullivan  as  a  constable  because  I  believe  he  has 
qualified  as  a  constable.  I  believe  the  work  he 
is  going  to  be  called  upon  to  do  has  been  done  by 
a  constable  and  should  be  done  by  somebody 
clothed  with  such  authority  to  do  the  work.  I 
don't  care  what  the  civil  service  says  about  it, 
because  the  civil  service  has  approved  payment 
for  the  services  of  a  man  within  six  months 
who  was  appointed  as  a  constable  and  who  is 
doing  constable's  work  in  the  registrar's  office,  and 
who  is  doing  the  same  kind  of  work  that  Mr.  Sul- 
livan is  going  to  do.  I  am  going  to  vote  to  con- 
firm him  as  a  constable,  whether  with  or  without 
bonds.  That  makes  no  difference  to  me,  because 
I  think  he  is  competent  to  perform  any  work  thai 
a  constable  is  called  upon  to  do.  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  councilor  who  preceded  me,  that  the 
duties  of  all  the  constables  such  as  we  are  con- 
tinually confirming  here  in  the  City  Council  have 
to  do  wholly  with  writs,  and  so  forth.  I  know  a 
lot  of  constables  who  give  up  their  entire  lime  to 
making  investigations  and  who  use  their  authority 
as  constables  to  investigate  for  lawyers,  obtaining 
evidence  and  so  on.  Thai  is  two-thirds  of  the 
work  of  two-thirds  of  the  constables, — investiga- 
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tion.  As  I  said  in  the  committee,  another  reason 
why  we  have  no  right  to  disapprove  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Sullivan  is  because  we  are  thereby 
interfering  with  the  charter  with  reference  to  the 
employment  of  labor.  I  don't  think  we  have  any 
right  to  reject  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Sullivan 
because  he  is  going  to  do  certain  work  in  the  reg- 
istrar's office.  Of  course,  we  know  what  he  is 
going  to  do,  because  Mr.  Sullivan  was  frank 
enough  to  come  up  and  tell  us,  and  the  registrar 
also'came  up  and  told  us.  He  said  also  that  the 
man  who  did  the  work  should  be  clothed  with 
some  police  authority,  that  he  would  have  a  police- 
man preferably,  but  if  he  couldn't  have  him  would 
have  a  consta,ble,  and  he  thought  if  he  must  take 
from  the  civil  service  list  a  person  who  did  not 
know  anything  about  investigation  he  would 
afterwards  have  to  have  a  eonsta'ble  to  do  that 
work.  If  the  registrar  thinks  so,  why  not  con- 
firm this  gentleman  as  a  constable,  and  let  him, 
if  he  can,  get  the  job  of  constable  in  the  registrar's 
office?  Then,  if  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners 
object,  let  them  disapprove  of  the  payment  of  the 
salary.  We  certainly  have  no  right  to  interfere, 
and  I  am  going  to  vote  for  this  gentleman's  con- 
firmation because  of  that  fact. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  in 
view  of  the  communication  that  we  have  today 
had  before  us  from  the  Civil  Service  Commission, 
I  am  going  to  vote  against  the  confirmation  of  this 
gentleman.  I  do  not  look  upon  it  in  the  same 
light  as  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat, 
that  the  rejection  of  the  appointment  would  be 
interfering  on  our  part  in  any  way  with  the  hiring 
and  discharging  of  labor,  and  that  it  is  therefore 
beyond  our  province.  I  believe  that  this  appoint- 
ment would  never  have  come  to  dur  body  if  we 
had  not  the  power  to  either  accept  or  reject.  I 
would  be  very  glad  to  vote  for  the  confirmation  of 
Mr.  Sullivan  as  a  constable  with  bonds.  He 
appeared  before  the  committee  and  in  my  opinion 
he  is  a  man  well  qualified  to  perform  services  as  a 
constable.  But  when  we  have  a  statement  from 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  that  the  appointment 
of  this  man  to  that  position  as  a  constable  would 
be  a  direct  violation  of  the  law,  I  don't  see  how  we 
can  do  anything  else  than  vote  to  reject  or  dis- 
approve of  the  nomination  made  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

The  Council  refused  to  confirm  the  appointment, 
yeas  1,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  McDonald — 1. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Coleman, 
Hagan,  Kenny — 5. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 
Coun.    COLEMAN,    for    the    Executive    Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Samuel  J.  Beckwith 
&  Co.  (referred  to-day)  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or 
lease  firearms  at  170  Washington  street,  Ward  5 — 
that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Michael  J.  Greeley 
(referred  to-day)  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions 


of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914 — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Labor- 
ers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1915,  Michael  J.  Greeley,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(3)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners  be  requested 
to  submit  to  the  City  Council  certain  information 
on  various  improvements  coming  under  their 
jurisdiction — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  proceed  with 
the  erection  of  proposed  municipal  building  in 
South  End — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  that  the 
City  Clerk  notify  all  appointees  to  the  office  of 
constable  to  appear  at  the  next  regular  meeting 
of  the  City  Council  before  the  Executive  Committee 
— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  order  (referred  to-day)  in  reference 
to  proposed  legislation  relative  to  charter  of  East 
Boston  Marginal  Freight  Railroad  Company — 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  of  Boston  no  extension  of  franchise 
should  be  granted  to  the  East  Boston  Marginal 
Freight  Railroad,  and  the  present  franchise  should 
be  revoked. 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested to  submit  this  resolution  to  the  committee 
of  the  Legislature  having  under  consideration 
House  Bills  1116  and  1627. 

Report  accepted;   preamble  and  order  passed. 


ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  a  report  on  amendment  to 
ordinance  (referred  February  28)  relative  to  peace- 
ful picketing — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  amendment. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  in  behalf  of 
Coun.  Collins  I  make  that  report  as  chairman. 
pro  tern,  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

The  amendment  to  the  ordinance  was  adopted, 
yeas  5,  nays  0,  Coun.  McDONALD  ealling  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 

Adjourned  at  6.26  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday, 
March  13,  at  3  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  13,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Coulthurst,  Storrow. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present), 
viz. : 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
First  Session,  Ap^Sitting,  to  appear  April  3,  1916: 

James  Milliken  McKnight,  Ward  22;  John  H. 
Kilduff,  Ward  26;  Charles  M.  Callahan,  Ward  16; 
Arthur  W.  Elliott,  Ward  26;  James  Sheppard, 
Ward  24;  John  F.  Glynn,  Ward  17;  Joel  B.  Rise- 
man,  Ward  18;  Thomas  J.  McManus,  Ward  23; 
William  H.  McMasters,  Ward  25;  Charles  H. 
Sample,  Ward  12;  Charles  I.  Folsom,  Ward  21; 
Peter  A.  Welsh,  Ward  19;  Edward  S.  Stevens, 
Ward  15;  Eric  S.  Peterson,  Ward  23;  David  J. 
O'Connell,  Ward  13;  M.  Thomas  Murphy,  Ward 
16;  Charles  F.  Potter,  Ward  26;  John  H.  Duane, 
Jr.,  Ward  2;  Leonard  M.  Pratt,  Ward  21;  William 
T.  Buckley,  Ward  24:  William  G.  LePage,  Ward  1; 
Albert  E.  Cotter,  Ward  3;  Michael  D.  H.  MeCor- 
mack,  Ward  19;  Joseph  B.  Hardy,  Ward  21; 
R.  Gardner  Glover,  Ward  24;  Edward  McCuIla, 
Ward  20;  Frederick  R.  Erisman,  Ward  23;  Henry 
Dunning,  Ward  25;  James  T.  Kilroe,  Ward  23; 
Andrew  J.  McGowan,  Jr.,  Ward  14;  Isadore  B. 
Cohen,  Ward  20;  Joshua  W.  Rich,  Ward  14; 
Ernest  F.  Wrayton,  Ward  20;  George  H.  McDon- 
ald, Ward  24;  Douglas  E.  Foster,  Ward  21;  An- 
drew S.  Hartt,  Ward  6;  Charles  H.  Gay,  Ward  24; 
William  G.  Lash,  Ward  24;  William  B.  McNulty, 
Ward  23;   Fred  DeVere  Laffoley,  Ward  21. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Second  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  April  3, 
1916: 

William  J.  O'Donnell,  Ward  5;  Daniel  M. 
Murphy,  Ward  24;  Chester  R.  Lawrence,  Ward  17; 
Michael  Nee,  Ward  13;  Henry  B.  White,  Ward  21; 
Gardner  E.  Murphy,  Ward  25;  Carlton  L.  Reed, 
Ward  11;  Byron  L.  Hill,  Ward  24;  John  H.  Tur- 
ner, Ward  19;  Michael  A.  Bowen,  Ward  20;  A. 
Peter  Johanson,  Ward  16;  George  W.  Corbell, 
Ward  10;  Robert  Elliott,  Ward  16;  John  F.  Stone, 
Ward  20;  Frank  S.  Glover,  Ward  20;  George  C. 
Ambrose,  Ward  10;  Walter  H.  Keenan,  Ward  16; 
James  Stevenson,  Ward  21;  Walter  E.  Costello, 
Ward  10;  Ernest  D.  Chase,  Ward  6;  Spurgeon  R. 
Gorham,  Ward  20;  Frederick  E.  Gass,  Ward  15; 
Charles  Levitt,  Ward  8;  Frank  S.  Somerby,  Ward 
20;  Eugene  I.  Hefler,  Ward  23;  John  S.  Ayers, 
Ward  18;  Henry  F.  T.  Thaniseh,  Ward  22;  Arthur 
Russell,  Ward  25;  Alvin  D.  Sawyer,  Ward  6; 
Herbert  W.  Dyer,  Ward  14;  Axel  Kellberg,  Ward 
20;  James  Hegarty,  Ward  9;  Willard  M.  Smith, 
Ward  1;  Frederick  J.  Ryan,  Ward  23;  Morris 
Grandberg,  Ward  20;  Frank  Hufnagel,  Ward  22; 
Thomas  Walsh,  Ward  15;  Joel  B.  Landy,  Ward  18; 
Francis  L.  Ricard,  Ward  19;  Walter  V.  Pierce, 
Ward  15. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  April  3. 
1916: 

Timothy  J.  Ahern,  Ward  11;  James  A.  Dicker- 
son,  Ward  23;  George  Jager,  Ward  22;  Miles 
McCabe,  Ward  24;  Albert  H.  Keating,  Ward  23; 
John  Hart,  Ward  11;  George  A.  Cully,  Ward  17; 
Homer  G.  Root,  Ward  18;  Thomas  Boyd,  Ward  2; 
James  Biggi,  Ward  6;  Daniol  A.  Black,  Ward  20; 
Otto  Sohmuck,  Ward  19;  Otto  F.  Gunthcr,  Ward 
23;  Edwin  A.  Rogers,  Ward  11;  John  J.  Linchan, 
Ward  17;  Thomas  M.  Sullivan,  Ward  24;  John 
F.  McCarthy,  Ward  24;  William  J.  R.  Lvnch, 
Ward  25;  Ellister  James  Bell,  Ward  14;  Frank 
M.  Silva,  Ward  20;  John  O'Hara,  Ward  15;  Henry 


G.  Kohl,  Ward  22;  Andrew  J.  Edwards,  Ward  20; 
Henry  P.  Floyd,  Ward  11;  George  Brown,  Ward 
19;  Benjamin  F.  Goodman,  Ward  7;  Israel  G. 
Levin,  Ward  21;  Thomas  W.  Curtis,  Ward  20; 
Lewis  B.  Jackson,  Ward  23;  Daniel  J.  Warren, 
Ward  15;  Louis  Kramer,  Ward  1;  Neil  Curtin, 
Ward  20;  John  J.  Donovan,  Ward  16;  Cornelius 
I.  Garrity,  Ward  16;  Joseph  Cunio,  Ward  6;  Frank 
L.  Landers,  Ward  15;  John  Coakley,  Ward  16; 
James  F.  O'Brien,  Ward  3;  Leon  W.  Bishop, 
Ward  11;   William  J.  Anderson,  Ward  1. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  April-30, 
1916: 

George  W.  Brooks,  Ward  21 ;  Walter  I.  Thurston, 
Ward  10;  Francis  P.  Donovan,  Ward  22;  Patrick 
J.  Shine,  Ward  19;  J.  Collier  Dingwell,  Ward  1; 
Newton  Mackintosh,  Ward  21;  Henry  Dibbern, 
Ward  22;  Joseph  H.  Tavlor,  Ward  18;  Alfred  F. 
Murphy,  Ward  16;  Ernest  L.  Tracy,  Ward  20; 
Martin  Joseph  Fleming,  Ward  23;  Carl  J.  Hansen, 
Ward  20;  George  E.  Crozier,  Ward  1;  Patrick1 
Ward,  Ward  19;  Frederick  L.  Johnson,  Ward  26; 
Louis  J.  Ratto,  Ward  6;  Patrick  L.  Lyons,  Ward 
19;  Arthur  E.  Noble,  Ward  20;  Thomas  H.  O'Neill, 
Ward  11;  Gustaf  A.  Olson,  Ward  24;  Sherburne  N. 
Miller,  Ward  20;  Herman  B.  Cook,  Ward  17; 
Atwood-H.  Cameron,  Ward  24;  Daniel  J.  Murphy, 
Ward  24;  Frederick  J.  Waters,  Ward  17;  David  R. 
Bennison,  Ward  18;  Harry  I.  George,  Ward  24; 
Keran  P.  Rooney,  Ward  23;  James  S.  Burns, 
Ward  26;  Giovanni  Ghiradelli,  Ward  6;  Louis  L. 
Palmer,  Ward  1;  Francis  J.  Donohoe,  Ward  16; 
Johan  H.  Bloom,  Ward  2;  Alden  B.  Hefler,  Ward 
26;  Simon  J.  Agel,  Ward  8;  Harris  S.  Shaw,  Ward 
10;  Henry  E.  Dodge,  Ward  20;  Louis  Messinger, 
Ward  22;  Charles  W.  Elliott,  Ward  1;  John  D. 
Hunefeld,  Ward  18. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  April  3, 
1916: 

Walter  W.  Comerford,  Ward  14;  Jacob  Kramer, 
Ward  8;  George  Campbell,  Ward  1;  Michael  J. 
Stone,  Ward  19;  Edwin  L.  Lovejoy,  Ward  23; 
Julius  M.  Siegel,  Ward  9;  Frank  M.  Adams, 
Ward  11;  James  W.  Campbell,  Ward  24;  Charles 
A.  Seward,  Ward  22;  John  F.  Lmdenmann,  Ward 
19;  William  R.  Thompson,  Ward  20;  Henry  D. 
Allen,  Ward  1;  John  J.  Downing,  Ward  14; 
Warren  R.  Bennett,  Ward  23;  Richard  E.  Keating, 
Ward  20;  Isaac  Carlin,  Ward  8;  Julius  Eisemann, 
Ward  25;  Angus  McDonald,  Ward  25;  Thomas  S. 
Owen,  Ward  16;  Andrew  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  14; 
Charles  F.  Menzel,  Ward  17;  John  T.  O'Neil, 
Ward  19;  Hyman  Lewis,  Ward  20;  Thomas  F. 
Callahan,  Ward  13;  Dennis  H.  Mitchell,  Ward  9; 
Ralph  P.  Goldthwait,  Ward  24;  George  Barnes, 
Ward  4;  Liverus  H.  Woodvine,  Ward  13;  William 
McCormack,  Ward  9;  Joseph  P.  Teaffe,  Ward  4; 
William  R.  Alden,  Ward  25;  Edward  A.  Connors, 
Ward  18;  Martin  A.  Earls,  Ward  12;  David  W. 
Thomas,  Ward  10;  Francis  J.  McGonagle,  Ward  17; 
Patrick  J.  McManus,  Ward  23;  Thomas  O'Rourke, 
Ward  19;  George  A.  Lord,  Ward  16;  Cornelius  C. 
Kiely,  Ward  20;  William  T.  Beath,  Ward  2. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Sixth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  April  3, 
1916. 

Daniel  F.  Casey,  Ward  1;  Leo  F.  Ryder,  Ward 
14;  George  A.  Burnett,  Ward  16;  Carroll  F.  Brush, 
Ward  10;  Thomas  A.  Horan,  Ward  20;  Samuel  P. 
Aborn,  Ward  25;  Daniel  G.  Slattery,  Ward  20;" 
Walter  B.  Harrison,  Ward  6;  Thomas  F.  Wall, 
Ward  2;  Charles  W.  Downes,  Ward  20;  William 
H.  McLaughlin,  Ward  21;  Thomas  F.  Goode, 
Ward  17;  Willis  H.  Cole,  Ward  21;  William  II. 
Forbes,  Ward  21 ;  Jacob  Yanes,  Ward  8;  Charles  B. 
Heintz,  Ward  18;  Hugh  M.  Connor,  Ward  1; 
Edward  L.  Griggs,  Ward  20;  Frank  W.  Aspinwall, 
Ward  25;  Daniel  B.  Donovan,  Ward  7;  Rufus  G. 
Wilder,  Ward  21;  Thomas  D.  Borst,  Ward  23; 
John  Foley,  Ward  14;  Edward  J.  Owens,  Ward  15; 
William  J.  Bulger,  Ward  24;  Bartholomew 
Clougherty,  Ward  15;  Albert  U.  Zeigler,  Ward  14; 
Alfred  D.  Freeman,  Ward  24;  Joseph  J.  Donovan, 
WimI  14;  Alfred  M.  Whitney,  Ward  15;  Arthur 
W.  Elliott,  Ward  20;  Herman  C.  Bencks,  Jr., 
Ward  15;  William  II.  McCrackin,  Ward  24; 
\iiliur  1.  Glidden,  Ward  21;  John  T.  Daley,  Ward 
23;  Adolph  H.  M.  Rothenbucher,  Ward  22;  James 
I.  Adams,  Ward  4;  Patrick  F.  Keating,  Ward  20; 
Ernest  G.  Hodgkins,  Ward  23;  John  II.  Mahoney, 
Ward  21. 
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Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Seventh  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  April  3, 
1916: 

Henry  J.  Hasken,  Ward  16;  Benjamin  .  W. 
Parker,  Ward  20;  Neil  D.  Munn,  Ward  1;  James 
G.  Gillespie,  Ward  20;  J.  Clarence  Don,  Ward  20; 
Timothy  J.  Dillon,  Ward  19;  Charles  Smith, 
Ward  11;  Robert  Keddie,  Ward  23;  Edward  I. 
Denny,  Ward  5;  Arthur  W.  Smith,  Ward  21; 
John  F.  Lynch,  Ward  2;  Samuel  Peckerman,  Ward 
20;  Albert  E.  Bennison,  Ward  1;  Joseph  F.  Sylva, 
Ward  24;  Robert  B.  Martin,  Ward  26;  Charles  H. 
Humphrey,  Ward  24;  Walter  H.  Monto,  Ward  25; 
John  F.  O'Leary,  Ward  24;  Herman  Greenbaum, 
Ward  21;  John  A.  Bueklev,  Ward  24;  P.  William 
Firth,  Ward  20;  Henry  B.  Mingori,  Ward  20; 
George  J.  Berretsos,  Ward  12;  Patrick  R.  Whalen, 
Ward  19;  Charles  H.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  4;  Edward 
J.  Noonan,  Ward  20;  Peter  Bibbs,  Jr.,  Ward  19; 
John  P.  A.  Schwaneman,  Ward  20;  John  Hennessey, 
Ward  3;  Edward  C.  Gramer,  Ward  21;  Patrick 
Quirk,  Ward  9;  Thomas  E.  Durgin,  Ward  19; 
Henry  Hoecklel,  Ward  23;  W.  E.  Spencer  Deming, 
Ward  23;  Thomas  A.  Bell,  Ward  19;  David  J. 
Connell,  Ward  13;  Patrick  J.  Cahill,  Ward  24; 
Charles  De  Simone,  Ward  6;  Lewis  D.  Bartlett, 
Ward  20;  Thomas  Joseph  Walsh,  Ward  20. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  13,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  appoint  John  D.  Harrington, 
394  Bowdoin  street,  Ward  20,  to  the  position  of 
Constable  of  the  Gity  of  Boston  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1916. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


EXCHANGE   OF  LAND,   WEST   ROXBDRY, 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  13,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  real  estate  expert  with  reference  to 
exchange  of  land  at  West  Roxbury  and  respect- 
fully request  the  acceptance  of  the  proposal  therein 
contained. 

Respectfully, 
'  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

30  State  Street, 
Boston,  March  6,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M,  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  herewith  inclose  communication 
from  Thomas  A.  Forsyth,  in  which  he  states  that 
the  trustees  of  the  Forest  Hills  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion have  authorized  him  to  offer  to  the  City  of 
Boston  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  them  at  the  inter- 
section of  Forest  Hills  and  Morton  streets  and 
$874.85  for  the  land  on  Morton  street  belonging 
to  the  City  of  Boston  that  adjoins  the  Forest  Hills 
Cemetery  land. 

The  land  belonging  to  the  Cemetery  Association 
at  Forest  Hills  and  Morton  streets  contains  3,313 
square  feet,  assessed  for  25  cents  a  foot,  making  a 
total  valuation  of  $828.25.  The  lot  owned  by  the 
city  contains  17,031  square  feet,  assessed  for  10  cents 
a  foot,  making  a  total  valuation  of  $1,703.10. 

I  have  had  many  interviews  with  Mr.  Forsyth 
in  relation  to  this  trade,  and  convinced  him  that 
he  would  have  to  offer  the  city  the  difference  in  the 
assessed  values. 

The  lot  owned  by  the  city  is  somewhat  isolated 
and  is  of  little  or  no  benefit  to  anyone  other  than 
the  Cemetery  Association.  Therefore  I  advise 
that  the  city  accept  $874.85  and  the  lot  of  land  at 
the  intersection  of  Forest  Hills  and  Morton  streets 
for  its  lot  on  Morton  street. 

I  also  inclose  a  communication  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners,  in  which  they  state  that 
they  have  no  further  use  for  the  lot,  and  recom- 
mend that  it  be  sold. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  Beck, 
Real  Estate  Broker  and  Appraiser. 


City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

November  30,  1915. 
Mr.  John  Beck, 

30  State  Street,  Boston,  Mass.: 
Dear  Mr.  Beck, — This  Board  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  city  has  no  further  use  for  the  parcel  of 
land  on  Morton  street,  West  Roxbury,  containing 
about  17,031  square  feet,  and  it  would  recommend 
that  the  same  be  sold. 

Very  truly  yours, 
J.  J.  O'Callaghan,  Secretary. 

Boston,  January  22,  1916. 
Mr.  John  Beck, 

Municipal  Realty  Expert, 
30  State  Street,  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — Following  our  interviews  from  time 
to  time  in  reference  to  an  exchange  of  the  lot  of 
land  belonging  to  the  Forest  Hills  Cemetery  Asso- 
ciation at  Forest  Hills  and  Morton  streets,  con- 
taining 3,313  square  feet,  and  the  lot  of  land 
belonging  to  the  City  of  Boston  on  Morton  street, 
containing  17,031  square  feet,  I  reported  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Forest  Hills  Cemetery  Association 
that,  in  your  opinion,  the  city  would  not  consider 
an  even  exchange.  W 

While  they  believe  the  city  should  trade  on  an 
even  basis,  they  have  empowered  me  to  do  what- 
ever in  my  judgment  seems  to  be  right. 

The  17,031  feet  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  as- 
sessed at  10  cents  per  foot,  making  a  total  valua- 
tion of  $1,703.10.  The  3,313  square  feet  of  the 
Forest  Hills  Cemetery  Association  are  assessed  for 
25  cents  per  foot,  making  a  total  valuation  of 
$828.25.  The  lots  are  of  little  value  to  the  present 
owners,  but,  as  I  am  anxious  to  consummate  the 
trade  and  square  out  the  cemetery  lots,  I  offer  the 
city  the  difference  in  the  assessed  values  (which 
amounts  to  $874.85)  and  the  3,313  square  feet 
for  its  17,031  square  feet  on  Morton  street. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Thomas  A.  Forsyth. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PURCHASE   OF   LAND,  WALLINGFORD 

ROAD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  13,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council:    _    • 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  with  report  of  real  estate  expert  appended 
thereto,  and  respectfully  recommend  such  action 
thereon  as  your  honorable  body  may  deem  advis- 
able. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  March  7,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  return  herewith  letter  of  Mr.  William  F. 
Kenney,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  land  in  the 
rear  of  Wallingford  road,  Brighton,  and  beg  to 
report  that  I  have  taken  the  matter  up  with  Mr. 
John  Beck,  the  real  estate  agent,  a  copy  of  whose 
report  is  inclosed. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  author- 
ity of  the  City  Council  be  obtained  for  the  sale  of 
this  land  to  Mr.  Kenney  and  the  other  abutters  on 
Wallingford  road  adjoining  the  city  property. 
Yours  respectfully, 

E.  F.  Murphy,    . 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
(Inclosures.) 


Globe  office,  Boston,  December  4,  1915. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Your  Honor,— The  blasting  excavations  on  the 
city  property  in  the  rear  of  Wallingford  road, 
Brighton,  have  left  a  small  parcel  back  of  several 
estates,  including  mine,  which  is  of  no  particular 
value  to  the  city  or  any  one  else,  and  is  a  menace 
to  the  safety  of  children  who  play  on  the  hill  and 
also  citizens  who  attempt  to  walk  across  the  place 
which  is  open  all  the  time  and  very  dangerous. 
The  ledge  has  a  drop  of  30  feet  or  more.     It  would 
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be  advisable  to  join  this  piece  of  ledge  to  the  prop- 
erty of  the  abutters,  each  taking  the  portion  in  the 
rear  of  his  lot  at  a  nominal  value. 

The  land  or  rock  can  never  be  utilized  by  the 
city,  and  the  disposing  of  it  to  the  abutters  would 
give  them  the  right  to  put  a  wire  fence  on  the 
boundary  line  which  would  protect  citizens  from 
endangering  their  lives  and  make  safe  the  whole 
edge  of  the  ledge.  Will  you  please  refer  the 
matter  to  the  proper  department  and  I  will  be 
glad  to  take  it  up  with  them. 

Yours  sincerely, 

William  F.  Kennet, 
70  Wallingford  Road,  Brighton.     - 


30  State  Street,  Boston,  March  6,  1916. 
Mr.  E.  F.  Murphy, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  communication  of 
January  10  I  herewith  submit  .  the  following 
report: 

The  land  in  the  rear  of  Nos.  48-70  Wallingford 
road,  Brighton,  is  half  of  a  rock  ledge  left  after 
blasting  operations  by  the  city.  The  north- 
easterly portion  belongs  to  the  owners  fronting 
on  Wallingford  road.  The  city's  side  of  the  ledge 
is  practically  vertical,  ranging  from  a  height  of 
about  30  feet  in  the  rear  of  No.  70  to  a  height  of 
about  40  feet  in  the  rear  of  No.  48. 

The  ledge  is  solid  rock,  and  could  not  feasibly 
be  blasted  out  to  street  level,  as  the  northeasterly 
face  is  only  about  35  feet  at  the  bottom  from  the 
houses.  This  land  is  assessed  as  part  of  the  569,- 
776-foot  city  lot  for  $79,800,  or  about  14  cents  per 
foot.  However,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  blast- 
ing in  such  close  proximity  to  the  houses,  it  is 
fairly  safe  to  assume  that  it  can  never  be  used  for 
building  purposes. 

Mr.  Kenney  states  that  he  wishes  the  right  to 
erect  a  fence  along  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  to  pro- 
tect children  playing  on  the  hill.  Mrs.  Kenney 
further  states  that  they  plan  to  erect  a  small 
summer  house  on  the  hill,  for  which  purpose  the 
location  is  almost  ideal,  owing  to  the  pleasant 
surroundings  and  beautiful  view. 

As  each  of  the  abutters  would  take  about  1,800 
to  2,200  square  feet,  a  price  of  about  3  cents  to 
5  cents  a  foot  would  seem  to  be  fair. 

I  also  return  copy  of  letter  from  William  F. 
Kenney  of  No.  70  Wallingford  road,  of  December  4, 
1915. 

Very  truly  yours, 
John  Beck, 
Real  Estate  Broker  and  Appraiser. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


SEWERAGE   WORKS,  CHARLES 
RIVER    BASIN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  13,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  re- 
questing an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of 
sewerage  works  in  the  Charles  River  Basin  drain- 
age area,  and  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  loan  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  9,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  348  of  the  Acts 
of  1912,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  an  appro- 
priation of  $400,000  be  made  for  the  construction 
of  sewerage  works  in  the  Charles  River  Basin 
drainage  area. 

Yours  respectfully, 
E.  F.  Murphy, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
348  of  the  Acts  of  1912  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars  ($400,00(1)  be  :i n< I  hereby  is  ap- 
propriated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  the  con- 


struction of  sewerage  works  in  the  Charles  River 
Basin  drainage  area,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on'  Finance. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  SEWERAGE  WORKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  13,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
requesting  an  appropriation  for  the  construction 
of  sewerage  works  and  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  loan  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  9,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  426  of  the  Acts 
of  1897,  as  amended  by  chapter  204  of  the  Acts  of 
1908,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  an  appropria- 
tion of  $600,000  be  made  for  the  construction  of 
sewerage  works. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  F.  Murphy, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  as  amended  by  chapter  204 
of  the  Acts  of  1908,  the  sum  of  six, hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  ($600,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  sewerage  works, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time, 
on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


INFORMATION  FURNISHED   BY  FIRE 

COMMISSIONER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  13,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
of  Fire  Commissioner,  same  being  a  reply  to  cer- 
tain interrogatories  propounded  by  your  honorable 
body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  March  13,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley. 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — On    March    6,    1916,    the    following 
order  was  passed  by  the  City  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit 
to  the  City  Council  what,  if  anything,  is  being 
contemplated  for  securing  suitable  quarters  on  a 
larger  thoroughfare  for  the  fire  engine  company 
now  located  on  Salem  street." 

In  accordance  with  the  above  order  I  would  say 
that  nothing  is  being  done  by  this  department 
towards  securing  suitable  quarters  on  a  larger 
thoroughfare  for  the  fire  engine  company  now 
situated  on  Salem  street.  This  department  is, 
however,  preparing  plans  and  estimates  of  the  cost 
of  remodeling  the  present  house  of  Engine  S,  on 
Salem  street,  as  requested  in  an  order  introduced 
by  Coun.  Ballantyne  on  October  18,  1915.  These 
plans  and  estimates  will  be  ready  for  presentation, 
no  doubt,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  City  Council. 
Yours  very  respectfullj  . 

JcniN   G_BA.pT, 
Firo  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 
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INFORMATION   FURNISHED   BY   PARK 

COMMISSION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  13,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
report  constituting  a  reply  to  certain  interroga- 
tories submitted  by  your  honorable  body  to  the 
Park  Commission,  through  the  office  of  the  Mayor, 
which  I  forward  for  your  consideration. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

March  9,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  passed  at  the  meeting  held  on  March  6, 
1916,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  informa- 
tion upon  the  following  matters: 

1.  What  plan,  if  ansr,  the  commission  has  for 
the  improvement  of  the  North  End  Park  and  pier. 

In  reply,  I  would  respectfully  state  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  this  commission  to  ask  the  City  Council, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  for  a  special  appro- 
priation as  per  the  following  estimates: 

Sea  wall $10,000  00 

Tilling  and  surfacing 1,500  00 

Replacing  sand 1,000  00 

Repairs  on  buildings  and  pier 2,000  00 

Children's  corner 1,500  00 

Dredging  to  make  bathing  at  all  stages 

of  tides,  5,800  cubic  yards,  at  60  cents,  4,480  00 
2,000   feet   of   concrete   bleachers,   at 

$1.25 2,500  00 


$22,980  00 

2.     What  progress  has  been  made,  if  any,   on 
the  Parker  Hill  Playground  proposition. 

Following  is  an  approximate  estimate  for  the  cost 
of  completing  Parker  Hfll  Playground.     No  definite 
plans  for  improvement  have  been  adopted. 
5,000  cubic    yards    excavation    at    60 

cents $9,000  00 

1,000  cubic  yards  loam  at  $1.25 1,250  00 

1,000  square  feet  driveway  at  $1 1,000  00 

1,200  square  yards  walks  at    50  cents,         600  00 
1,770   linear  feet  iron  picket  fence  at 

$2 3,540  00 

Lowering   gate    house  ,  and    converting 

into  sanitary  building 5,000  00 

Shelter  building 800  00 

Planting 1,000  00 

Seats 300  00 

$22,490  00 
Incidental  expenses,  10  per  cent 2,240  00 

$24,735  00 


When  this  estimate  for  Parker  Hill  was  made  it 
was  then  contemplated  improving  it  for  playground 
purposes,  but  about  that  time  objection  was  made 
to  a  playground  in  that  location  on  account  of  its 
close  proximity  to  the  Brigham  Hospital,  and  the 
objection  of  the  trustees  and  others  developed  so 
that  the  question  of  utilizing  the  hill  for  a  park 
was  then  considered.  It  is  the  intention  of  this 
commission  to  ask  the  City  Council,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  for  $25,000  to  put  Parker  Hill 
Playground  in  proper  condition  as  a  park. 

3.  What  use  it  feels  that  the  income  of  the 
Parkman  Fund  should  be  devoted  to  for  this  fiscal 
year. 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  commission  that  a  new  greenhouse  should 
be,  constructed  at  Franklin  Park,  the  walks  on 
Boston  Common  should  be  improved,  and  improve- 
ments should  be  made  in  the  Fens,  at  the  golf  links 
in  Franklin  Park,  at  the  bear  dens,  at  the  Zoolog- 
ical Gardens,  on  the  high  fort  at  Highland  Park, 
Roxbury,  in  the  Public  Gardens,  and  on  the  small 
parks  and  squares  throughout  the  city,  as  per  the 
following  rough,  approximate  estimate: 

Greenhouse  at  Franklin  Park $50,000  00 

Walks  on  Boston  Common 10,000  00 

Improvements    and    maintenance    of 

golf  links 3,000  00 

Improvements    and    maintenance    of 

fens 25,000  00 


Improvements    and    maintenance    of 

bear  dens $3,000  00 

Improvements    and    maintenance    of 

Zoological  Garden 25,000  00 

Improvements    and    maintenance    of 

Public  Gardens 5,000  00 

Improvements    and    maintenance    of 

small  parks  and  squares 30,000  00 

Improvements    and    maintenance    of 

Aquarium  and  Marine  Park 10,000  00 

Improvements  and  maintenance  of 
Riverway  and  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue        30,000  00 


$191,000  00 


4.  What  has  been  done  at  Governor's  Island 
to  date  for  improvement  of  the  same,  and  the  cost 
thereof;  also  what  improvements  may  be  in- 
tended, and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  same. 

I  would  state  that  the  City  Council  appro- 
priated $20,000  on  August  22,  1911,  for  improve- 
ments at  Governor's  Island,  and  would  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  expenditures  for  same 
to  date: 


Con- 
struction. 

Main- 
tenance. 

Totals. 

1911 

$3,270  57 
13,993  10 
2,736  33 

$3,270  57 

18,148  98 

11,709  28 

975  59 

1912 

1913 

1914 

$4,155  88 

8,972  95 

975  59 

17  85 

1915 

17  85 

$20,000  00 

$14,122  27 

$34,122  27 

The  War  Department  has  asked,  under  their 
deed  of  transfer,  that  the  island  be  reserved  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  the  internes,  who  cannot  be 
sent  back  while  the  European  war  lasts,  an  op- 
portunity to  enjoy  fresh  air  and  recreation  on  that 
island.  To  date  they  have  taken  no  action  in  the 
matter. 

We  have  a  carefully  studied  plan  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  island,  and  have  estimated  it  would 
cost  as  follows: 

Planting $7,500  00 

Walks,  grading  and  surfacing '20,000  00 

Grading,  grounds  and  drainage 20,000  00 

Buildings 25,000  00 

Stairways 15,000  00 

Channel 11,000  00 

Pier  and  wharf.  .  . 25,000  00 

$123,500  00 
Incidental  expenses,  10  per  cent 12,300  00 

$135,800  00 


5.  What  plan,  if  any,  it  has  under  consideration 
for  the  planting  of  trees  throughout  the  city. 

In  reply  to  this  question  I  would    respectfully 
submit   the    following   report   from    the    Superin- 
tendent of  Street  Trees: 
Mr.  John  H.  Dillon,  Chairman, 

Park  and   Recreation   Department: 

Dear  Sir, — I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  on  street  trees  and  moth  suppression  work 
carried  on  under  the  direction  of  your  Board  during 
the  year  1915. 

Early  last  spring,  under  your  advice,  we  com- 
menced the  planting  of  young  trees  in  the  residen- 
tial sections  of  the  city.  This  work  was  recom- 
mended in  former  years,  but  very  little  was  ever 
accomplished  in  this  line  heretofore.  In  the 
present  year  we  have  planted  nearly  six  miles  of 
streets  in  the  west  and  south  ends  of  the  city 
proper,  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury,  Dorchester 
and  South  Boston  districts. 

Trees  have  been  planted  on  the  following  streets: 

Allen  street;  Columbus  avenue;  Huntington 
avenue;  Cordis  street;  Manthorne  road;  Pelton 
street;  Stratford  street ;  Meredith  street;  Kenneth 
street;    Colberg  avenue;    Aldrich  street;    Lorraine 
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street;  Hammatt  road;  Willow  street;  Corey 
street;  Wyman  street;  Warren  street;  Munroe 
street;  Wenonah  street;  Hutchings  street;  Inter- 
vale street;  Sagamore  street;  St.  Williams  street; 
Mt.  Vernon  street;  corner  Beach  and  Park  streets; 
Broadway;  Strandway;  Eighth  and  Fifth  streets; 
Bennington  street. 

I  believe  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  city  to  continue  the  residential  plantations  by 
adorning  in  this  way,  Columbus  avenue,  from 
Centre  street  to  Walnut  avenue;  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
from  Forest  Hills  square  to  the  old  Hyde  Park  line, 
and  streets  of  the  Back  Bay  section. 

A  special  appropriation  of  at  least  $5,000  should 
be  asked  for,  if  you  desire  to  plant  these  streets. 
Yours  truly, 

W.  P.  Long, 
Superintendent  of  Street  Trees. 

It  is  the  intention  of  this  commission  to  ask  the 
City  Council,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  for 
a  special  appropriation  for  street  tree  planting. 

6.  What  has  been  done  or  is  contemplated  for 
the  erection  of  a  Horticultural  Building  in  the 
Fenway. 

The  present  condition  of  our  greenhouses 
demands  immediate  action.  They  are  what  are 
known  as  "sash  houses,"  and  were  removed  to  their 
present  location  when  the  Public  Grounds  Depart- 
ment abandoned  the  land  at  the  time  an  addition 
to  the  City  Hospital  was  built. 

The  commission  believes  that  it  would  be  more 
essential  to  ask  for  $50,000  for  new  greenhouses  to 
be  so  located  at  Franklin  Park,  and  the  land  upon 
which  they  now  stand  sold,  than  to  ask  for  money 
for  a  large  show  house  in  the  Fens  this  year. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Dillon, 

Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Richard  Crosby,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  by  a  snow  slide  from  Police  Station 
No.  2. 

John  F.  Cowan,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  by  a  snow  slide  from  Police  Station  in  City 
Hall  avenue. 

Walter  C.  Davis,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
merchandise  at  50  Cornhill  by  the  bursting  of  water 
main  in  Court  street. 

Sebastian  Gahm,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  53  Court  street  by  the  bursting  of  water  main  in 
Court  street. 

Haas  &  Loeb  (proprietors  of  Scolay  Haber- 
dasher), for  compensation  for  damages  caused  by 
break  in  water  main  in  Court  street. 

Catherine  Powers,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  a  fall  on  sidewalk  at  15-17  Benning- 
ton street. 

Margaret  Scanlan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  because  of  fire  apparatus  on  Boylston 
street  at  Park  square. 

A.  Vere  Shaw,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  by  ice  in  Beacon  street. 

H.  A.  Shepard  &  Co.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  stock  at  50-52  Cornhill  by  bursting  of 
water  main  in  Scollay  square,  March  5,  1916. 

Executive. 

Petitions  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 

Jeremiah  Moynihan,  Roger  Doherty. 

Petitions  for  permit  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 
ment,  viz.: 

Annette  Epstein,  Whiton  Hall,  evening  of  March 
29. 

Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association,  Jordan  Hall, 
evenings  of  April  10  and  11. 

Winifred  E.  Collet,  Norfolk  Hall,  evening  of 
March  23. 


EXTENSION  OF  FIRE  LIMITS,  BRIGHTON. 

Coun.  McDONALD  presented  preambles  and 
resolve  of  the  Faneuil  Improvement  Society  for 
extension  of  fire  limits  in  Brighton.     ' 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RAILWAY   LOCATION. 

A  copy  of  order  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  granting  location  to  West  End 
Street  Railway  Company  for  alteration  and  addi- 
tion to  474th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


PROBATION  OFFICERS,  BOSTON  JUVENILE 
COURT. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Juvenile  Court,  March  8,  1916. 
County  Commissioners  of  Suffolk  County : 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts  of  1906,  chapter  489,  section  6,  and  the 
Acts  of  1915,  chapter  254,  section  1,  I,  as  Justice  of 
the  Boston  Juvenile  Court,  have  appointed  and 
confirmed  the  appointment  of  John  B.  O'Hare  as 
probation  officer  of  that  court  at  a  salary  of 
$1,800  a  year,  and  appointed  and  confirmed  the 
appointment  of  John  M.  Kingman  as  probation 
officer  of  that  court  at  a  salary  of  $1,800  a  year,  and 
appointed  May  A.  Burke  as  an  additional  proba- 
tion officer  of  that  court  at  a  salary  of  $1,200  a 
year,  and  appointed  Jane  T.  Stone  as  an  additional 
probation  officer  of  that  court  at  a  salary  of  $1,200 
a  year. 

Mr.  O'Hare  was  appointed  by  my  predecessor  as 
one  of  the  two  probation  officers  authorized  by  the 
Acts  of  1906,  chapter  489,  at  a  salary  of  $1,800  a 
year,  and  has  acted  and  is  now  acting  as  such  pro- 
bation officer.  Mr.  Kingman  was  appointed  in 
October,  1915,  under  said  act  as  a  probation  officer 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Roy  M.  Cushman,  and  Mr.  Kingman  has  been 
receiving  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  $1,800  a  year.  The 
two  additional  probation  officers  have  been 
appointed  by  me  as  I  determined  them  to  be  neces- 
sary for  the  Boston  Juvenile  Court.  As  stated  by 
my  predecessor  and  as  found  by  me,  two  probation 
officers  are  utterly  inadequate  to  care  for  over 
900  cases  per  annum.  The  work  of  the  court  has 
been  made  possible  through  the  generous  action  of 
the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society,  and  subsequently 
the  League  of  Catholic  Women,  who  have  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  court  an  agent  paid  by  them- 
selves who  has  given  her  time  to  the  care  and  over- 
sight of  Catholic  girls.  Miss  Burke  has  been  such 
agent  for  more  than  two  years.  The  Council  of 
Jewish  Women  have  likewise  generously  furnished 
an  agent  for  the  care  and  oversight  of  Jewish  boys, 
and  Miss  Stone  has  been  such  agent  for  more  than 
a  year  and  a  half.  These  two  societies  and  other 
societies  are  ready  to  continue  with  additional 
help,  through  the  use  of  their  agents,  making  it 
unnecessary  for  me  to  ask  at  present  for  the 
county  to  pay  for  more  than  four  probation  officers. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  statutes, 
I  request  that  the  compensation  determined  by  me 
as  above  stated  be  approved  by  you,  and  I  further 
request  that  the  compensation  be  approved  as  of 
March  1,  that  being  the  date  as  of  which  the 
appointments  are  confirmed  and  made  by  me. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Frederick  P.  Cabot, 
Justice  Boston  Juvenile  Court. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Joseph  A.  Moran,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
852  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Police  ^Commissioner,  keeping  of  gasolene  at 
Station  No.  16,  Boylston  street. 

Davidson  Rubber  Company,  keeping  of  carbon 
bi-sulphide  and  benzol  at  Caldwell  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Davidson  Rubber  Company,  keeping  of  gaso- 
lene, Caldwell  street,  Charlcstown. 

A.  T.  Nesmith,  keeping  of  gasolene,  Faneuil 
street,  near  Turner  street. 

Harvard  Garage  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  16-20  Harvard  avenue,  Dorchester. 

Herbert  I,.  Purely,  keeping  of  gasolene,  20  Hoi 
born  street. 

Forest  Hills  Cemetery  Corporation,  keeping  of 
dynamite  at  Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  Morton  street. 

H.  C.  Fabyan,  keeping  of  gasolene,  21  Sparhawk 
street. 

Placed  on  file. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   HIGHWAYS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($500,000) 
be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  for  Highways, 
Making  of,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  393 
of  the  Acts  of  1906,  and  that  to  meet  the  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  in  offering 
this  order  I  am  mindful  of  the  fact  that  the  Council 
has  been  very  liberal  in  the  past  two  years  in  fur- 
nishing money  for  the  construction  of  new  streets. 
This  is  an  expenditure  that  should  come  from  taxes, 
because  it  is  in  the  nature  of  recurring  expendi- 
ture, if  we  had  the  money.  But  since  we  haven't, 
the  only  practical  thing  to  do  is  to  borrow  for  the 
purpose.  I  would  have  offered  an  order  for 
$800,000,  as  has  been  customary  the  past  two 
years,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  an  order  for 
$500,000,  contemplating  beginning  the  construc- 
tion of  the  radial  highways,  is  before  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  If  the  committee  should  act  on  this 
order  and  the  other  order  for  $500,000  for  beginning 
the  construction  of  radial  highways,  such  as  Norfolk 
street  in  Dorchester,  Centre  street  in  West  Rox- 
bury,  and  Chelsea  street  in  Charlestown,  the  city 
will  have  expended  this  year  $1,000,000  for  streets. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  amount  is  little  enough 
under  the  circumstances.  I  hope  that  this  year's 
Council  will  insist  upon  passing  $500,000  for  begin- 
ning construction  of  the  radial  highways,  and  also 
the  expenditure  of  at  least  $500,000  for  the  con- 
struction of  small  streets,  making  a  sum  total  of 
$1,000,000  for  street  construction. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 


READING  ROOM,  MEETING  HOUSE  HILL. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Branch  Libraries,  submitted  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  H.  Glynn  et  al.  (referred  March  6), 
for  reading  room  and  branch  library  in  Meeting 
House  Hill  district — recommending  reference  to 
the  Trustees  of  the  Library  Department  for  report 
and  recommendation. 

Report  accepted;   said  reference  ordered. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of 
aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of  March. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed. 


BATH   HOUSE,   BROADWAY. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order— That  the 
sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars  ($40,000)  be  appro- 
priated to  be  expended  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  for  the  alteration  of  the  building 
formerly  used  for  Police  Station  No.  6,  South 
Boston,  into  an  all-the-year-round  bath  house,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.   1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  March  6,  1916,  of  Arthur  Rock,  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Ballantyne  and  Coleman.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  appoint- 
ment was  confirmed. 


ANTICIPATION   OF   TAXES. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  2,  viz.: 

2.  Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily  money 
to  meet  the  appropriations  for  the  financial  year 
1916-17,  the  City  Treasurer  issue  and  sell,  at  such 
times  and  in  such  amounts  as  he  may  deem  best, 
notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  not  exceeding  $9,000,000  in  the  total,  in 
anticipation  of  the  taxes  of  the  current  municipal 
year;  that  all  such  notes  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness be  dated  the  day  the  money  for  the  same  is 
received,  to  be  made  payable  with  the  interest 
thereon  at  the  office  of  the  City  Treasurer  within 
one  year  of  date  from  the  taxes  of  the  year  1916, 
and  bear  interest  from  that  date  until  the  same 
are  made  payable  at  such  rate  as  said  treasurer 
shall  deem  proper. 

On  February  28  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  7,  nays  0. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.59  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  5.16  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  of  Jeremiah  Moynihan 
and  Roger  Doherty  (referred  to-day)  to  be  retired 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914 — recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts_  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Jeremiah  Moynihan,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Roger  Doherty,  employed  in 
the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Louis  H.  Trautman 
et  al.  (referred  February  28)  for  sidewalk  on 
Sherwood  street,  Ward  23 — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Sherwood  street, 
between  Ashland  street  and  Florence  street,  Ward 
23,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(3)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — that 
permits  be  granted,  viz. : 

Winifred  E.  Collet,  Norfolk  Hall,  evening  of 
March  23. 

Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association,  Jordan  Hall, 
evenings  of  April  10  and  11. 

Annette  Epstein,  Whiton  Hall,  evening  of  March 
29. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 

(4)  Report  on  petition  of  Faneuil  Improvement 
Society  (referred  today)  for  extension  of  fire  limits 
in  Brighton — recommending  reference  of  same  to 
the  Fire  Hazard  Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  com- 
munication (referred  March  6)  for  estimated  cost 
of  converting  old  Station  6  into  a  bath  house — 
that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  message  and  communication 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  motion 
of  Coun.  Kenny. 
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(6)  Report  on  remonstrance  of  John  V.  Dakin 
et  al.  (referred  January  24)  against  construction  of 
sidewalks  on  Brown  avenue — that  the  same  be 
placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  communication  placed  on  file. 

(7)  Report  on  petition  of  Annie  S.  Snow  et  al. 
(referred  last  year)  for  sidewalks  on  Brown  avenue, 
Ward  23 — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Brown 
avenue,  between  Poplar  street  and  Blakemore 
street,  Ward  23,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with 
granite  edgestones  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(8)  Reports  on  order  (referred  February  28) 
to  accept  chapter  89  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916 
entitled,  "An  Act  to  authorize  the  City  of  Boston 
to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the  mother  of  Ralph  T. 
Shea" — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  acceptance  of  the  act. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  in  regard  to 
to  this  I  simply  desire  to  say  that  a  bill  was  passed 
by  the  Legislature  and  signed  by  the  Governor 
providing  for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
mother  of  Ralph  T.  Shea,  who  was  shot  and  killed 
by  Officer  Miller  two  years  ago,  the  riight  before 
the  seventeenth  of  June,  Theeommittee  discussed 
the  case  pretty  thoroughly,  and  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  act  should  be  accepted,  and  the 
order  for  the  payment  of  the  money  to  the  mother 
passed.  This  police  officer  last  year  was  granted 
twenty-one  hundred  odd  dollars  for  attorney's  fees , 
to  pay  for  the  trial  of  the  case  in  his  defence  in  the 
Superior  Criminal  Court,  where  the  jury  found 
him  not  guilty.  The  records  of  the  case  before 
the  grand  jury  and  before  the  Superior  Court 
show  that  Shea  was  killed  by  Miller  when  he  was 
running  away.  The  officer  was  in  no  danger  of  his 
life.  The  testimony  is  very  clear  and  shows  that 
Shea  ran  from  Eliot  street  into  Warrenton  street, 
going  into  No.  105  Warrenton,  and  it  is  very  clear 
that  he  was  on  the  eighth  step  going  upstairs  when 
he  was  shot  by  Officer  Miller,  who  stood  in  the 
doorway.  The  medical  examiner's  report  shows 
that  the  bullet  entered  the  back  of  Shea's  head. 
Officer  Miller  testified  that  he  thought  Shea  was 
standing  before  him  in  the  door  with  hands  up- 
raised to  assault  him,  but  the  testimony  of  the 
other  police  officers  present  when  Shea  was  found 
shows  that  he  was  on  about,  the  eighth  step  going 
upstairs.  So,  in  my  opinion,  Officer  Miller  simply 
lost  his  head.  The  Council  committee  feels  that 
Shea's  mother,  who  would  now  be  depending  upon 
him  if  he  were  alive,  should  be  entitled  to  the 
amount  provided  in  the  order.  I  request  that 
when  the  vote  is  taken  on  these  two  orders  it  be  by 
roll  call. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  think  it 
proper  that  we  should  spread  upon  the  records  of 
the  Council  the  facts  arising  out  of  this  very  unfor- 
tunate situation  which  resulted  in  the  taking  of 
Ralph  Shea's  life.  The  affair  occurred  on  the 
night  of  June  16  or  17,  1913.  When  I  say  it  was 
on  the  night  of  June  16  or  17,  I  mean  that  it  was 
after  midnight,  on  the  17th,  the  night  before  the 
holiday,  and  the  night  when  the  celebration  of  the 
holiday  really  occurred.  The  place  was  the  corner 
of  Eliot  and  Warrenton  streets,  in  Boston,  During 
the  evening  there  had  been  more  or  less  celebration 
in  that  section  of  the  city,  and  the  same  conditions 
probably  existed  there  that  existed  in  a  great  many 
other  parts  of  Boston  and  its  suburbs  at  that  time. 
There  had  been  singing;  there  were  children  on  the 
streets  going  to  and  fro;  there  was  blowing  of 
horns  and  a  general  noisy  celebration  such  as  will 
occur  on  the  night  before  the  17th  of  June  or  on  the 
night  before  the  4th  of  July.  At  quarter  to  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  June  17,  Charles  W. 
Miller,  a  police  officer,  at  that  time  connected  with 
the  La  Grange  street  station,  left  the  station  house 
on  La  Grange  street  and  proceeded  along  Tremont 
street  to  Eliot  street  and  up  Eliot  street  to  the 
corner  of  La  Grange  and  Warrenton  streets  to,  say, 
within  15  feet  of  the  corner  where  the  patrol  box  is 
located.  He  there  met  Officer  Finn,  whom  he  was 
to  relieve.  Officer  Finn,  he  says,  advised  him 
that  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  noise  about 
there  during  the  night,  their  had  been  some  drink- 
ing and  some  throwing  of  beer  bottles  along  on 
Warrenton  street,  and  that  a  robbery  had  been  at- 
tempted on  the  lower  end  of  the  street  near  Tremont 


street.  I  suppose  the  suggestion  he  wished  to 
convey  was  that  things  had  been  rather  active 
there  and  that  he  must  be  alert.  However  that 
may  be,  Mr.  President,  the  activities  had  settled 
down  largely  and  the  people  who  had  been  more  or 
less  about  there  on  the  streets  and  sidewalks  had 
retired  to  their  homes.  In  the  houses  along  on  the 
right-hand  side  of  Warrenton  street  as  you  go  from 
Eliot  street  there  are  the  houses  numbered  104, 106 
10S  and  110,  and  there  were  people  there  at  that 
time  in  the  windows.  The  same  condition  of 
affairs  existed  on  the  opposite  side,  where  the 
uneven  numbers  run,  105,  107  and  109.  Officer 
Finn,  who  preceded  Officer  Miller,  I  may  say  in 
passing,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  was 
able  to  satisfactorily  perform  his  duties  there  as  a 
police  officer  that  night,  and  he  is  a  man  who  appar- 
ently sustained  as  a  police  officer  the  high  standard 
which  is  set  by  the  Boston  police  force  and  had 
been  able  to  meet  the  conditions  there  and  leave 
his  beat  with  things  apparently  tranquil.  He  may 
have  seen  a  little  service  during  the  night,  but 
certainly  nothing  had  occurred  precipitating  any- 
thing like  the  situation  that  arose  later,  with  which 
Mr.  Miller  was  connected.  Miller  walked  down 
Warrenton  street  as  far  as  104.  That  is  on  the 
right-hand  side  going  from  Eliot  street.  While  he 
stood  there  a  man  came  from  104  whom  he  said 
he  thought  had  been  drinking.  That  man,  in 
passing  Mr.  Miller,  committed  the  awful  offence 
of  staring  at  him.  According  to  the  evidence  given 
before  the  grand  jury,  he  was  going  down  the 
street  to  get  something  to  eat  in  one  of  the  cafes 
that  were  still  open.  Mr.  Miller,  I  think  with  a 
chip  on  his  shoulder,  followed  the  man,  whose 
name  was  Bresnahan,  and,  overtaking  him  at 
about  the  corner  of  Tremont  street,  put  him  under 
arrest  for  drunkenness.  There  was  somebody 
with  this  man  who  had  been  arrested,  who  returned 
to  the  house,  104  Warrenton  street,  and  reported 
that  Bresnahan  had  been  arrested.  Miller  went 
to  the  station  house  and  then  returned  over  the 
same  route,  up  Tremont  street  and  up  Eliot  street, 
and,  on  reaching  the  corner  of  Warrenton  and 
Eliot  streets,  he  met  the  sister  of  the  man  whom  he 
had  just  arrested,  who  had  been  informed  by  this 
other  man  who  had  been  with  her  brother  of  the 
arrest.  The  news  had  also  been  carried  to  the 
house  105,  where  there  had  been  some  singing 
going  on,  and  in  that  house  was  Mr.  Ralph  Shea. 
He  came  down  onto  the  street  with  one  or  two 
others,  went  along  on  Warrenton  street,  and 
reached  there  at  about  the  time  when  the  little 
Bresnahan  girl  was  asking  the  police  officer  why 
he  had  arrested  her  brother.  The  evidence  before 
the  grand  jury  is  that  the  police  officer  declined 
to  tell  her  why  he  had  arrested  her  brother,  but 
told  her  to  go  home,  and  that  thereupon  for  the 
first  time  Shea  intervened.  He  asked  the  police 
officer  to  tell  the  girl  why  he  had  arrested  her 
brother.  Immediately,  without  another  word 
being  said,  unless  the  police  officer  told  him  he  had 
better  be  quiet,  the  police  officer  reached  forward 
and  grabbed  him.  They  had  a  scuffle,  and  as  a 
result  of  that  scuffle  the  police  officer  went  down 
on  the  street.  This  Shea  was  a  young  man  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  tall  and  athletic.  When  the 
officer  went  down  he  says  that  Shea  took  his  billy 
away  from  him  and  that  he  stood  over  him,  but 
that  he  did  not  hit  him  while  he  was  down,  although 
he  might  have  done  so;  that  the  officer  reached 
for  his  revolver,  which  he  carried  in  his  left  hip 
pocket,  and  Shea,  seeing  him  reach  for  the  revolver, 
turned  around  and  fled  toward  the  corner  of  War- 
renton and  Eliot  streets,  a  distance  of  about  15 
feet.  Miller  immediately  jumped  to  his  feet,  re- 
moved the  revolver  from  the  holster  and  proceeded 
after  Shea.  I  measured  the  distance  from  the 
corner  of  Eliot  and  Warrenton  streets  to  the  door  of 
No.  105  Warrenton  street,  and  it  is  exactly  125  feet. 
Along  Warrenton  street  ran  Shea,  followed  by  the 
police  officer,  at  a  distance  of  about  ten  feet,  all 
the  way  down,  and  while  running  along  Warrenton 
street  Miller  fired.  He  says  he  fired  at  the  ground. 
There  is  some  evidence  before  the  grand  jury  that 
he  fired  and  that  the  bullet  whizzed  by  the  ear  of 
a  man  who  testified  that  he  was  running  behind 
Shea.  However  that  may  lie,  Shea  reached  the 
doorway  of  105  ten  feet  in  advance  of  Miller,  la 
other  words.  Shea  was  returning  to  the  house  from 
which  he  had  come  within  a  few  minutes  prior  to 
tin-  shooting,  where  he  had  been  for  some  time 
previously  during  the  evening  with  some  friends 
on  the  top  floor,  where,  if  is  said,  lie  had  been 
singing.  Miller  chased  Shea  125  feet  on  Warren- 
ton street  and  Shea  turned  into  the  doorway,  into 
the   hallway   which   is  some  six  inches   below   the 
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level  of  the  sidewalk,  and  proceeded  toward  the 
end  of  the  hallway  to  a  staircase  some  ten  feet 
distant  from  the  door  and  started  to  ascend.  He 
had  got  up  as  high  as  the  eighth  step  when  he  was 
shot  in  the  back  of  the  head.  Mr.  President  and 
gentlemen,  if  I  have  that  picture  in  my  mind,  it  is 
this,  that  Shea  reached  that  house  some  ten  or 
twelve  feet  in  advance  of  Miller  and  had  gone  up 
the  stairs  intending  to  escape  into  the  house  or 
tenement  where  he  had  been  during  a  part  of  the 
evening,  and  which  he  had  left  just  previous  to 
going  down  to  the  corner.  I  say  that  under  those 
circumstances  theN  shooting  of  that  man  at  that 
time  by  the  police  officer  was  a  ruthless  taking  of 
life.  If  at  the  time  of  the  scuffle  near  the  corner 
of  Warrenton  street  and  Eliot  street  it  was  true 
that  Shea  took  Miller's  billy  away  from  him  and 
the  officer  pulled  his  revolver  and  shot  him  then, 
I  would  say  that  under  those  circumstances  the 
officer  might  have  been  justified.  At  least,  he 
should  have  been  given  the  benefit  of  the  doubt, 
because  he  might  well  have  fired  apprehending 
that  his  life  was  in  danger.  But  the  transaction 
had  ceased;  it  was  over.  This  young  man  was 
too  much  for  him.  He  was  peeved;  he  was  angry. 
Shea  had  not  shot  anybody,  Shea  had  not  stabbed 
anybody.  Shea  had  not  even  assaulted  the  offi- 
cer himself,  who  was  below  him  on  the  curb.  Who 
was  Shea?  He  was  a  young  man  who  had  been 
in  Boston  for  only  three  months,  who  had  been 
to  school  and  who  had  returned  from  Maryland 
to  Boston  to  help  support  his  mother.  He  was 
not  even  known  to  the  police  officer.  Miller 
testified  under  oath  that  he  did  not  know  Shea. 
He  was  not  a  felon.  He  might  have  been  drink- 
ing a  little  beer.  Quite  likely  he  did  have  three 
or  four  glasses  of  beer.  A  small  amount  of  beer 
was  found  by  the  medical  examiner  in  his  intes- 
tines. But,  so  far  as  the  world  would  say  at  that 
particular  time,  Shea  was  simply  a  man  who  came 
down  the  street  in  the  way  I  have  stated.  He 
might  possibly  have  erred  in  interfering  in  the 
conversation  between  the  police  officer  and  the 
Bresnahangirl,  but  that  was  the  extent  of  his  crime. 
The  Bresnahan  girl  was  a  little  girl  of  sixteen 
years  of  age.  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  whether 
she  sauced  the  officer  or  not,  but  certainly  you 
would  expect  that  she  would  have  the  right  to  go 
to  the  officer,  approaching  him  properly  and  ask 
him  why  he  had  arrested  her  brother.  The  crime 
that  Ralph  Shea  committed  was  in  asking  the 
police  officer  to  tell  this  little  girl  why  he  had 
arrested  her  brother,  when  immediately  the  officer 
reached  for  him,  to  take  him  to  the  box,  and 
found  that  he  was  too  much  for  him.  Shea  could 
not  have  been  drunk  when  he  so  quickly  disposed 
of  the  officer.  He  could  not  have  been  drunk 
when  he  ran  down  Eliot  street  at  the  same  rate 
of  speed  as  the  officer,  who  was  also  a  young  man. 
But  I  say  that  he  was  ruthlessly  shot  down  at  105 
Warrenton  street.  His  mother  went  to  the  Legis- 
lature and  presented  the  facts,  asking,  in  as  much 
as  that  boy  was  one  of  her  main  supports  and 
in  as  much  as  she  was  depending  upon  him,  that 
the  City  of  Boston  do  something  to  at  least  attempt 
to  discharge  the  moral  obligation  it  owes  her 
because  of  his  death  under  these  circumstances. 
The  Legislature  has  authorized  this  Council  to 
act  if  it  is  satisfied  that  her  contention ,  is  true, 
paying  her  the  sum  of  $5,000.  I  am  going  to  vote 
to  give  that  amount  to  her.  When  the  case  was 
called  up  two  weeks  ago  and  reported  here,  I  con- 
fess that  I  approached  its  consideration  with 
rather  a  hope  that  I  would  be.  able  to  sustain  the 
police  force  of  this  city,  for  I  think  we  have  in 
Boston  a  magnificent  police  system.  I  do  not 
think  the  police  force  of  Boston  is  surpassed  by 
that  of  any  city  in  the  country,  and  we  have  at 
the  head  of  it  a  superior  official  in  the  person  of 
our  Police  Commissioner.  But  I  do  think  that 
this  man  Miller  when  he  acted  as  he  did  that 
night  on  Warrenton  street,  reduced  and  lowered 
the  standard  of  the   Boston  Police  Department. 


When  I  went  into  the  matter  two  weeks  ago  I 
called  upon  the  District  Attorney's  office  to  give 
me  the  evidence  in  the  case.  The  assistant  dis- 
trict attorney,  Mr.  Mclsaac,  presented  to  me  the 
evidence  that  was  given  to  the  grand  jury  in  the 
case  of  ^  Commonwealth  »s.  Miller  at  the  time  of 
the  indictment,  a  large  volume  which  I  now  hold 
in  my  hand,  consisting  of  142  typewritten  sheets. 
I  have  also  read  the  charge  of  the  justice  who  pre- 
sided at  the  trial,  Judge  Chase,  likewise  furnished 
by  the  District  Attorney's  office.  That  was  as 
far  as  the  record  had  been  extended.  The  evi- 
dence taken  in  the  case  itself  in  Miller's  trial  be- 
fore the  petit  jury  had  not  been  written  out,  but 
at  my  request  Mr.  Pelletier  had  the  evidence  of 
Charles  W.  Miller,  the  defendant,  written  out, 
and  that  consists  of  fifty-three  pages.  If  I  had 
been  a  member  of  this  Council  a  year  ago,  when 
the  bill  came  in  for  the  relief  of  Miller,  to  pay  him 
'back  $2,100  so  as  to  indemnify  him  for  the  expense 
to  which  he  had  been  subjected  by  reason  of  this 
trial,  I  would,  as  one  member  of  the  Council,  have 
refused  to  vote  that  money  to  Miller.  I  have 
been  over  the  ground  and  made  my  measurements 
and  my  investigation,  and  there  is  only  one  con- 
clusion I  could  reach — that  when  Shea  got  away 
from  Miller  that  morning  on  Warrenton  street 
and  started  to  run  away,  he  was  followed  by  a  man 
who  was  peeved  and  angry,  who  had  lost  his  head; 
that  Shea  was  ruthlessly  shot  down;  and,  acting 
upon  that  view  of  the  evidence  and  my  investi- 
gation, I  am  prepared  to  say  that  I  shall  vote  to 
give  Mrs.  Shea  $5,000. 

The  Council  voted  to  accept  the  act,  yeas  7, 
nays  0. 

(9)  Report  on  order  (referred  February  28)  for 
payment  of  $5,000  to  Nora  B.  Shea,  mother  of 
Ralph  T.  Shea,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  89 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916 — that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed;    yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(10)  Report  on  communication  from  Finance 
Commission  (referred  February  28)  against 
acceptance  of  act  to  pay  mother  of  Ralph  T. 
Shea — that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;    communication  placed  on  file. 


PLAYGROUND,   ALLSTON. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  a  report  on  order  (referred 
February  5)  for  loan  of  $83,000  for  playground 
at  Allston — recommending  reference  of  same  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;    said  reference  ordered. 


OPINION   CONCERNING    DAY   OFF   FOR 
FIREMEN. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
Fire  Commissioner,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
be  requested  to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  his 
opinion  as  to  the  merits  or  disadvantages  of  the 
proposed  ordinance  granting  the  members  of  the 
Fire  Department  one  day  off  in  three. 

Passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 

Adjourned  at  5.46  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
McDONALD,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  20,  at 
three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  20,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the   City  Council,   held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock 
p.  m.,  President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — 
Coun.  Storrow. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  -were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present), 
viz.: 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors',  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  Wednesday, 
April  5,  1916: 

John  J.  Horgan,  Ward  19;  Ambrose  Woods, 
Ward  19;  Frank  J.  Jameson,  Ward  20;  Thomas  G. 
Hoban,  Ward  12;  August  Johnson,  Ward  20; 
Michael  J.  Riley,  Ward  21;  Carl  A.  Benson, 
Ward  22;  Louis  Abramson,  Ward  2;  James  Mc- 
Manus,  Ward  17;  Charles  A.  Wieners,  Ward  20 
Gustave  R.  Maertins,  Ward  22;  Bartholomew 
Sullivan,  Ward  19;  Clarence  C.  Miles,  Ward  20 
Peter  Joseph  McDonald,  Ward  8;  John  Kane 
Ward  13;  Patrick  J.  Gorey,  Ward  11;  Edward  J 
Prendergast,  Ward  4;  John  A.  Herr,  Ward  15 
Henry  M.  Kinports,  Ward  21;  John  Peterson 
Ward  23;  Martin  A.  Waters,  Ward  25;  James  C 
Mills,  Ward  25;  John  J.  Maguire,  Ward  24 
George  F.  Madden,  Ward  20;  Abraham  Cooper 
Ward  24;  Arthur  Walters,  Ward  21;  James  A 
Tilden,  Ward  26;  William  J.  Moffit,  Ward  22 
William  J.  Goslin,  Ward  20;  Byron  R.  Libbv 
Ward  14;  Raymond  H.  Clark,  Ward  19;  Louis  C 
Campbell,  Ward  20;  Alfred  O.  Dion,  Ward  25 
John  Roessle,  Ward  19;  Charles  E.  Colby,  Ward 
24;  Frederick  M.  Davis,  Ward  18. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  Thursday,  April 
6,  1916: 

Samuel  L.  Hills,  Ward  22;  Joseph  L.  Hartv, 
Ward  20;  Loring  D.  Smith,  Ward  23;  David  E. 
Fitzgerald,  Ward  18;  Israel  J.  Goldberg,  Ward  1; 
Cyrus  N.  Campbell,  Ward  6;  Michael  Hennessey, 
Ward  26;  Timothy  J.  Cadigan,  Ward  19;  James 
F.  Dooley,  Ward  26;  James  M.  Flynn,  Ward  23; 
Morris  Sigel,  Ward  8;  John  J.  Driseoll,  Ward  16; 
Daniel  Sullivan,  Ward  12;  William  W.  Beard, 
Ward  1;  Patrick  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  14;  William 
Halpern,  Ward  8;  William  E.  Whitehead,  Ward 
26;  Alexander  M.  Berger,  Ward  21;  Herbert  W. 
Towle,  Ward  3;  Charles  Levine,  Ward  22;  William 
H.  Harrison,  Ward  18;  Thomas  S.  Clarke,  Jr., 
Ward  3;  John  H.  Bryan,  Ward  23;  Frank  D. 
Elliot,  Ward  12;  W.  Thomas  Martin,  Ward  20; 
Patrick  A.  Thornton,  Ward  20;  Warren  L.  Bald- 
win, Ward  17;  Frank  H.  Blaney,  Ward  25;  James 
J.  Conboy,  Ward  17;  James  Fitzgerald,  Ward  19; 
William  J.  Murphy,  Ward  14;  Joseph  A.  Dwver, 
Ward  24;  Thomas  A.  McCormick,  Ward  2; 
William  H.  Macomber,  Ward  13;  Andrew  Ney, 
Ward  17;    Patrick  Ferguson,  Ward  25. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  appoint  William  H.  Monks, 
364  K  street,  Ward  10,  to  the  position  of  .Con- 
stable of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1916. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


INTERROGATIONS   ANSWERED   BY 
POLICE   COMMISSIONER. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  report 
of  the  Police  Commissioner,  the  same  being  a 
reply  to  certain  interrogatories  submitted  by  your 
honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  March  16,  1916. 
Hon,  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  copy  of  an  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council,  requesting  the  Police 
Commissioner  "through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  inform  the  City  Council  as  to  the  necessity  for 
new  police  stations  in  the  Hyde  Park  and  West 
Roxbury  districts."     I  beg  to  reply  as  follows: 

Division  17,  West  Roxbury. 
The  station  house  of  Division  17,  corner  of  Hast- 
ings and  Center  streets,  is  a  wooden  building 
planned  originally  for  a  private  club  and  used  for 
many  years  as  a  substation  of  Police  Division  13. 
When  it  became  necessary  four  years  ago  to  divide 
the  territory  formerly  constituting  the  entire  town 
of  West  Roxbury,  this  substation,  which  is  owned 
by  the  city,  was  taken  as  the  only  available  quarters 
for  the  new  division.  In  the  nature  of  things,  it  is 
not  adapted  to  such  purposes  and  besides  is  falling 
into  decay  in  many  places.  There  is  no  captain's 
office,  an  entryway  being  used  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  superior  officers  who  sleep  on  the  ground 
floor  are  subject  to  all  the  disturbances  of  admin- 
istration and  those  coming  from  the  adjoining  cells. 
On  the  second  floor  one  large  room  is  used  as  a 
dormitory  with  thirty-five  beds  very  closely 
arranged.  The  sanitary  accommodations  through- 
out the  house  are  poor  and  in  the  cells  considerable 
repairs  and  replacements  are  needed.  The  cellar, 
which  was  once  used  as  a  bowling  alley,  is  in  very 
bad  condition  and  is  always  wet  or  damp.  The 
two  furnaces  used  consume  between  forty  and 
forty-five  tons  of  coal  each  winter  and  will  hardly 
last  another  year.  The  floor  of  the  garage  is  about 
three  feet  below  the  level  of  the  cellar  floor,  and 
the  garage  itself  is  very  cold  in  winter,  not  being 
heated,  is  damp  from  water  which  flows  down  the 
runway,  and  is  a  difficult  place  in  which  to  manage 
the  auto  patrol.  Division  17  is  extensive  in  area, 
has  a  population  of  about  fifty-two  thousand 
persons,  and  the  houses  built  within  its  limits  last 
year  numbered  nearly  four  hundred.  The  present 
station  is  not  central  to  the  division  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  commanding  officer  that  service 
could  best  be  given  from  a  building  in  the  vicinity 
of  Roslindale  village. 

Division  18,  Hyde  Park. 

The  station  house  used  for  Division  18,  Hyde 
Park,  is  a  small  wooden  building  which  combines 
almost  all  the  defects  and  deficiencies  that  could 
attach  to  such  a  place.  It  has  no  sleeping  ac- 
commodations for  superior  officers  and  only  one 
bedroom,  15  by  24,  into  which  eight  beds  are 
crowded,  for  patrolmen.  One  toilet  is  used 
by  nineteen  men,  there  is  no  hot  water  or 
bathtub  in  the  building,  and  no  running  water 
or  other  sanitary  facilities  in  the  cells.  The'  cells 
are  on  the  ground  floor,  the  office  on  the  second 
floor,  reached  by  astairway  of  seventeen  steps,  up 
which  every  prisoner  must  be  taken  in  order  to  be 
booked  in  the  office  and  then  taken  down  to  be 
locked  up.  The  territory  covered  by  Police 
Division  18  is  very  large,  with  a  present  population 
of  about  twenty  thousand  persons.  More  patrol- 
men are  needed,  but  even  if  they  were  to  be  had 
they  could  not  be  accommodated  in  the  station 
house.  When  Hyde  Park  was  annexed  I  pointed 
out  the  poor  police  accommodations  existing,  and  I 
continue  to  regard  as  a  necessity  the  erection  of  a 
now  building  in  the  vicinity  of  Hyde  Park  avenue 
and  Cleary  square. 

Respectfully, 

Stephen  O'Meara, 

Police  Commissioner  for  the 

City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 
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LOAN    FOR    SAVIN    HILL    PLAYGROUND, 
ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Under  date  of  January  10,  1916,  I 
submitted  to  your  honorable  body  a  loan  order  of 
$149,000  for  the  improvement  of  Savin  Hill  Play- 
ground and  Beach,  and  transmitted  therewith  an 
estimate  prepared  by  .the  Park  and  Recreation 
Commissioners  of  the  cost  of  the  improvement. 
I  again  recommend  the  passage  of  a  loan  for  this 
purpose  as  provided  in  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  8149,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Park 
and  Recreation  Commission  for  the  improvement 
of  Savin  Hill  Playground  and  Beach,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time ,  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount.     • 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


LOAN  FOR  PARKER  HILL  PLAYGROUND^ 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  20r  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Park  and  Recreation  Com- 
missioners have  submitted  an  estimate  to  your 
honorable  body  giving  in  detail  the  cost  of  com- 
pleting the  Parker  Hill  Playground,  amounting 
in  the  aggregate  to  5524,735. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  loan  order  providing  $25,000  for 
this  purpose. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Commission  for  the  completion  of  the 
Parker  Hill  Playground,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


LOAN     FOR     NORTH     END     PARK,     ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  loan  order  of  $25,000 
for  the  improvement  of  North  End  Park  and  pier. 
The  details  of  the  work  necessary  are  contained  in 
a  report  from  the  Park  and  Recreation  Commis- 
sioners submitted  to  your  honorable  body  on 
March  13,  1916,  the  amount  estimated  being 
$22,980,  which  does  not  include  any  item  for 
contingencies. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cukley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Commission  for  the  improvement  of 
North  End  Park  and  pier,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


REMODELING   OF  ENGINE  HOUSE, 
COMPANY  8. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  order  of 
your  honorable  body  adopted  October  18,  1915, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith  plans  and  speci- 


fications relative  to  necessary  alterations  in  con- 
nection with  the  remodeling  of  the  house  occupied 
by  Engine  Company  8,  Salem  street,  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayo  . 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  March  20,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — On  October  18,   1915,  the  following 
order  was  passed  by  the  City  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  recommend  the  transfer  of  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  to  enable  the  Fire  Commissioner  to 
prepare  plans  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  remod- 
eling the  house  of  Engine  No.  8,  Salem  street,  and 
that  the  plans  and  estimates  be  submitted  to  the 
City  Council." 

In  accordance  with  the  above  order  I  have  looked 
into  the  matter  and  find  that  $22,112  will  be 
necessary  to  remodel  this  engine  'house.  I  am 
sending  herewith  plans  and  a  detailed  estimate 
giving  the  cost  of  the  work. 

This  is  an  old  fire  station,  and  the  quarters  for 
the  men  are  cramped.     I  believe  the  house  should 
be  remodeled  and  recommend  that  an  appropria- 
tion of  $22,112  be  allowed  for  this  purpose. 
Yours  very  respectfully, 

John  Grady, 
Fire  Commissioner. 

Estimate  for  Alterations  to  Engine  House  No.  8, 

Salem  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
General  expense,  bond,  insurance,  lia- 
bility, etc .'.  $500  00 

Demolition,  carting  rubbish,  etc 900  00 

Excavations,  210  yards  at  $1.25 263  00 

Concrete,  foundations,  85  yards  at  $8,  680  00 
Granolithic  floors,   900  square  feet  at 

10  cents 90  00 

Granolithic  floors,  2,230  square  feet  at 

30  cents 669  00 

Steel,  6  cents 150  00 

Ornamental  iron 250  00 

Sheet  metal  work 325  00 

Roofing 226  00 

Brickwork,  80  M.  at  $20 1,600  00 

Artificial  stone 1,750  00 

Stucco  exterior  wall 300  00 

Metal  ceiling  (15  cents  per  foot),  cor- 
nice (20  cents  per  foot) 325  00 

Lathing  and  plastering   (870  yards  at 

40  cents,  plus  $100  for  patching) 450  00 

Terrazzo  (25  cents  per  foot),  floors  and 

base  ($1.25  per  foot) 200  00 

Slate  dadoes  (60  cents  per  foot) 225  00 

Carpenter  work 4,750  00 

Tile  work 200  00 

Painting 500  00 

Hardware 250  00 

Plumbing 1,100  00 

Heat 1,000  00 

Electric 250  00 

$16,953  00 
Contractor's  profit,  10  per  cent 1,695  00 

$18,648  00 
Contingencies 1,000  00 

$19,648  00 
Architect's  fee '.  .  .       1,964  00 

$21,612  00 
Enamel  tiling  on  brickwork 500  00 

$22,112  00 


Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


OPINION   CONCERNING  ONE  DAY  IN 
THREE,  FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 

Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  20,  1916. 

To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  report 

of  the  Fire  Commissioner  in  response  to  the  order 

passed   by   your   honorable   body    on    March    15, 

I916- 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


MARCH    20,    1916. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  March  17,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir,— On  March  13,  1916,  the  following 
order  was  passed  by  the  City  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  submit  to 
the  City  Council  his  opinion  as  to  the  merits  or 
disadvantages  of  the  proposed  ordinance  granting 
the  members  of  the  Fire  Department  one  day  off 
in  three." 

In  accordance  with  this  order  I  have  investigated 
the  "one  day  off  in  three"  system  which  has  been 
proposed  for  the  members  of  the  Boston  Fire 
Department. 

To-day  the  fire-fighting  force  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton comprises  nine  hundred  sixty-five  (965)  men, 
one-fifth  of  which,  or  one  hundred  ninety-three 
(193)  men,  are  off  duty  daily  under  the  present 
"one  day  off  in  five"  system.  Under  a  system 
allow  ng  every  third  day  off  three  hundred  twenty- 
two  (322)  men  would  be  off  duty  every  day,  or,  in 
other  words,  one  hundred  twenty-nine  (129)  more 
men  than  are  off  duty  daily  under  the  present 
arrangement.  In  order  to  counteract  this  differ- 
ence and  to  retain  the  department  at  its  present 
standard  of  efficiency  not  less  than  one  hundred 
ninety-two  (192)  more  men  would  be  necessary. 
One  day  off  in  three  could  not  be  granted  the  men 
of  this  department,  under  the  present  conditions, 
without  materially  affecting  the  efficiency  of  the 
department. 

The  cost  attendant  upon  the  appointment  of 
one  hundred  ninety-two  new  men  would  be,  for  the 
first  year,  $155,520.  After  the  maximum  had 
been  reached,  at  the  end  of  five  and  one-half  years, 
the  cost  would  amount  to  $268,800.  In  the  com- 
pilation of  these  figures  only  the  salaries  of  the  new 
men  have  been  taken  into  consideration.  It  is 
possible  that  after  the  system  was  put  into  opera- 
tion other  expenses  incident  to  the  plan  would 
arise. 

In  connection  with  the  agitation  relative  to  the 
adoption  of  the  "one  day  in  three"  system,  the 
city  of  Chicago  has  been  prominently  mentioned. 
In  this  regard  I  would  like  to  say  that  the  con- 
ditions in  Chicago  are  quite  different  than  they 
are  in  Boston.  Naturally  enough,  Chicago  has  a 
much  larger  fire  department  than  we  have  in  this 
city.  The  total  numerical  strength  of  the  Chicago 
fire  department  on  December  1,  1915,  was  1,920, 
while  that  of  Boston,  on  the  same  date,  was  962. 
In  Boston  there  are  ninety-five  companies  and  in 
Chicago  there  are  158  companies.  It  is  readily 
seen  that  the  average  number  of  men  per  company 
is  larger  in  Chicago  than  in  Boston. 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  "one  day  in 
three"  system  in  Chicago  there  were  1,709  men 
in  the  fire-fighting  force.  After  it  was  adopted 
the  membership  was  increased  to  1,848,  and 
to-day  there  are  1,920  members  in  the  fire-fighting 
force,  a  total  increase  of  211  men.  This  increase 
is  accounted  for  partly  by  the  addition  of  five 
companies  and  partly  by  the  adoption  of  the 
present  system  of  "one  day  off  in  three." 

I  have  given  this  matter  careful  study  and 
consideration,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
plan  cannot  be  worked  out  successfully  with  the 
present  number  of  men.  As  stated  before,  at 
least  one  hundred  ninety-two  (192)  additional 
men  would  be  needed  to  put  the  "one  day  off  in 
three"  system  in  practice  in  this  city,  and  at  the 
same  time  maintain  the  Fire  Department  at  its 
present  standard  of  efficiency. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

John  Grady, 
Fire  Commissioner. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


ORDINANCE    CONCERNING    BUDGET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — During  my  consideration  of  the 
present  budget  it  became  evident  that  the  practice 
authorized  and  directed  by  the  ordinances  of 
crediting  certain  items  of  city  income  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  several  departments,  or 
divisions  of  departments,  was  open  to  serious 
objections  under  the  segregated  form   of  budget. 

Briefly,  these  objections  are  that  the  appropria- 
tions for.  the  departments  or  divisions  as  a 
whole    have  been  discontinued,   and    an  attempt 


to  divide  up  the  credits  among  the  many  items 
involved  would  not  only  result  in  confusion  and 
added  expense  but  would  defeat  the  purpose 
of  segregation  by  adding  an  undetermined  amount 
to  the  appropriations  for  certain  items. 

Consequently,  the  budget  now  under  considera- 
tion by  your  honorable  body  was  made  up  on  the 
principle  that  all  income  except  that  from  the 
Water  Service,  the  Printing  Department  and  the 
City  Record  and  from  trust  funds  should  be  credited 
to  the  general  revenue  of  the.  city. 

The  application  of  this  principle  has  resulted 
in  an  increase  in  the  amount  necessary  to  be 
appropriated  in  the  budget  for  certain  departments, 
notably,  the  Overseeing  of  the  Poor  and  Public 
Works  Departments,  but  the  attention  of  the  City 
Council  is  called  to  the  fact  that  in  such  cases 
the  increase  is  only  apparent,  and  is  merely  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  money  is  appropriated  directly 
instead  of  being  credited  to  the  department  on 
the  auditor's  books. 

I  recommend  the  immediate  passage  of  the 
accompanying  ordinance,  which  repeals  those 
provisions  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1914  on 
matters  of  income  which  are  inconsistent  with 
the  scheme  of  the  budget  for  this  year. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 
An  Ordinance  Concerning  City  Income. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. : 

Section  six  of  chapter  six  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1914  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out 
in  the  last  three  lines  of  said  section  the  words 
"and  shall  add  such  amountrto  the  several  appro- 
priations for  the  divisions  furnishing  such  materials, 
tools,  or  machinery,"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  words  "and  shall  credit  such  amount  to  the 
general  revenue  of  the  city,  unless  such  materials, 
tools  or  machinery  have  been  furnished  by  the 
water  service,  in  which  case  the  amount  charged 
shall  be  credited  to  the  water  income." 

Section  one  of  chapter  twenty-eight  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1914  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  in  lines  33,  34  and  35  of  said  section 
the  words  "all  moneys  so  received  to  be  used  in 
paying  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  department 
in  such  removal." 

Section  9  of  chapter  twenty-eight  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1914  is  hereby  amended  by  striking 
out  of  said  section  the  last  paragraph,  which  reads 
as  follows:  "All  amounts  paid  to  the  city  under 
the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  credited  to, 
and  used  as  a  part  of,  the  appropriation  for  the 
public  works  department." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


REPORT   OF   SINKING   FUND 
COMMISSIONERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  report  of  the 
City  Auditor  and  Sinking  Funds  Commissioners 
setting  forth  the  amount  of  debt  that  the  city  may 
legally  incur  within  the  debt  limit  during  the  present 
municipal  year. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds, 

March  14,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  93,  Acts  of  1891,  it  is  estimated  that  the 
amount  which  the  city  will  be  able  to  borrow  during 
the  present  municipal  year  within  the  debt  limit 
established  by  law  is  $4,434,213.39,  as  per  schedule 
annexed. 

Respectfully, 

James  W.  Dunphy, 
Max  E.  Wyzanski, 
John  J.  Cassidy, 
Donald  J.  Ferguson, 
W.   Prentiss  Parker, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of 
Sinking  Funds. 
J.  Alfred  Mitchell, 

City  Auditor. 
Charles  H.  Slattery, 

Treasurer. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


3,450,517 


Debt  Incurring  Power  in  1916. 
Total  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit  (2^  per  cent  of  $1,538,029,714,  the  average 

assessed  valuation  for  three  years,  less  abatements) 

Debts  incurred: 

Total  funded  debt,  city  and  county,  February  29,  1916 $127,443,697  68 

Funded  debts  outside  the  debt  limit  (debts  exempted  from  the  operation 
of  the  law  limiting  municipal  indebtedness) : 

City  debt $40,176,800  00 

Water  debt 2,293,950  00 

County  debt 3,375,666  68 

Rapid  transit  debt : '. 31,964,700  00 

77,811,116  68 


Funded  debt  within  the  debt  limit $49,632,581  00 

Offsets  to  funded  debt: 

Sinking  funds $41,861,521  60 

Less  sinking  funds  for  debts  outside  the  debt  limit: 

City  sinking  funds $19,543,648  00 

Water  sinking  fund 1,894,276  34 

County  sinking  fund 1,847,179  09 

Rapid  transit  sinking  funds 3,810,360  70 

27,095,464   13 


Sinking  funds  for  debt  within  the  debt  limit .$14,766,057  47 

Premium  on  loans  within  the  debt  limit 44,959  06 

Offsets  to  funded  debt  within  the  debt  limit. . ' 


14,811,016  53 


Net  indebtedness  within  the  debt  limit,  January  31,  1916 $34,821,564  47 

Loans  authorized  but  not  issued  (within  the  debt  limit) 1,419,000  00 

Used  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit 36,240,564  47 

Unused  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit $2,209,953  39 

Estimated  increase  during  year  by: 

Interest  on  sinking  fund  investments $508,461   00 

Appropriations  for  sinking  funds  for  debt  within  the  debt  limit 763,799  00 

Serial  bonds  redeemable  from  taxes 952,000  00 

—       2,224,260  00 


Estimated  amount  of  indebtedness  that  may  legally  be  incurred  within  the  debt  limit  during 

the  municipal  year $4,434,213  39 


Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Sarah  B.  Ogier,  for  rebate  of-  water  tax  paid 
twice. 

Mrs.  George  W.  Cushmg,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  on  Portland  street. 

James  K.  Daley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  an  accident  on  the  crossing  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Harrison  avenues. 

Gerda  O.  Cullman,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  41  Evelyn  street  by  employees  of  the  city 
spraying  trees.  , 

Mary  K.  Moran,  for  compensation  for  damage 
by  sewage  at  124  Coleridge  street,  East  Boston. 

J.  J.  Johnston,  for  refund  of  fee  paid  for  two 
permits  for  building  at  260-262  Brookline  avenue. 

Joseph  Schaler,  for  compensation  for  injuries  to 
horse  by  a  defect  in  Richmond  street. 

Galassi  Mosaic  Tile  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damages  at  5  Ash  street  by  backing  up  of  sew- 
age or  water. 

Daniel  J.  Ford,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  corner  of  Walk  Hill  and  Harvard 
streets  by  employees  of  the  Park  and  Recreation 
Department. 

Myer  Dana,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
77  Torrey  street  by  break  in  main  sewer. 

W.  P.  Cotter,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
46  Clarendon  street  by  the  breaking  of  sewer. 

Owen  Carroll,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  February  19,  1916,  on  Mt.  Vernon 
street,  Charlestown. 

Annie  E.  Norton,  for  compensation  for  expense 
of  repairing  drain  at  648  Parker  street  caused 
by  the  breaking  of  sewer  pipe. 

Agnes  Harrington,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  a  fall  outside  of  City  Hospital. 

H.  P.  Abbott,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  85  Bedford  street  by  Fire  Department 
apparatus. 

Joseph  Flix,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
46  Court  street  by  the  bursting  of  water  main. 

Simon  Imperial,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
46  Court  street  by  the  bursting  of  water  main. 


A.  W.  Perry,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
10  Tremont  street  by  the  bursting  of  water  main 
in  Scollay  square. 

Marion  L.  Keating,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  and  damages  to  clothing  by  a  snowslide 
from  the  Old  State  House. 

Elizabeth  Manning,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages and  injuries  by  ice  falling  from  entrance  to 
subway  at  the  Old  State  House. 

Joseph  L.  Clapp,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  by  a  snowslide  from  the  Old  State 
House. 

Annie  L.  Tucker,  to  be  repaid  the  amount  of 
taxes  on  land  on  Prescott  place  and  interest  lost 
on  award  on  account  of  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
city  in  settling  land-taking. 

Mrs.  Annie  Wright,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  10  Reno  street  by  break  in  pipe  in  street. 

Charles  Kimball,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  the  South  Ferry. 

George  W.  Kimball,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages to  horse  and  pung  on  South  Ferry. 

•  Executive. 

Petitions  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 
James  E.  Killacky,  Peter  Massa. 


NOTICE    OF    INTEREST     IN     CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  H.  Staples  Potter, 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  section  8  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of 
1909,  of  interest  in  the  firm  of  Potter  &  Wright- 
ington,  which  firm  has  a  contract  with  the  Supply 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE    OF   EXTENSION    OF    TIME. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  extension  of  time  for  completion 
of  work  under  the  346th  location  granted  to  the 
West  End  Street  Railway  Company. 

Placed  on  file. 
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NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  on  petition  of  West  End  Street  Rail- 
way Company  for  474th  location  of  hearing  on 
same  on  Tuesday,  March  28,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Alfred  A.  Hall  Rubber  Company,  17  Covington 
street. 

F.  W.  Mattheis,  422  River  street,  Mattapan. 

George  R.  Bascom,  Inc.,  31-33  Stanhope  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti-( 
tions  for  minors'  licenses  for  sixteen  newsboys,  one 
bootblack  and  six  vendors — recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted. 

The  reports  were  accepted  and  the  licenses 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 


SALE  OF  UNCLAIMED  BAGGAGE. 

Coun.  McDONALD,  for  the  Committee  on 
Unclaimed  Baggage,  submitted  a  report  on  petition 
of  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  (referred  February  14) 
for  sale  of  unclaimed  baggage — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  be 
hereby  authorized  to  sell,  at  public  auction,  on  or 
before  March  29,  1916,  and  after  publication  of 
the  time  and  place  of  sale  according  to  law,  the 
articles  remaining  unclaimed  in  the  possession  of 
said  company  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


ROPING    OFF   OF   UNION    PARK   STREET. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Messenger  be  authorized  to  rope  off  in  the 
vicinity  of  Union  Park  street  and  Harrison  avenue 
on  April  8,  1916,  for  the  ten-mile  road  race  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Cathedral  Young  Men's  Catholic 
Association,  the  expense  thus  incurred  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council, 
Flags,  Ropes,  Stakes,  etc. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PAYMENT     OF     PREMIUMS,     COURT 
OFFICERS,    ETC. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
chapter  39  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
"An  Act  Relative  to  the  Payment  of  Premiums 
on  the  Bonds  of  Court  Officers  in  the  County  of 
Suffolk"  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ANNUITY   FOR.   MRS.    O'TOOLE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
chapter  147  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  Authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  Pay 
an  Annuity  to  the  Widow  of  Joseph  H.  O'Toole" 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
under  the  authority  of  chapter  147  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1916,  Julia  L.  O'Toole,  widow  of  Joseph  H. 
O'Toole,  a  former  employee  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
be  paid  an  annuity  not  exceeding  one-half  of  the 
average  compensation  paid  to  him  each  year 
during  the  last  three  years  of  his  employment  by 
the  city,  this  annuity  to  continue  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  six  years,  and  to  cease  if  the  said  Julia  L. 
O'Toole  remarries. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.15  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  HAGAN  at  4.30  p.  m. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  1,  unfinished 
business,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  13,  of  John  D.  Harrington  to  be  a 
Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  McDonald  and  Attridge.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  8,  yeas  8,  and  the  appoint- 
ment was  confirmed. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  for  the 
roping  off  of  streets  in  the  vicinity  of  Union  Park 
street  and  Harrison  avenue  for  ten-mile  .road  race 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Cathedral  Young  Men's 

'Catholic    Association — ^that    the    order    ought    to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  March  13)  that 
sum  of  $83,000  be  appropriated  to  be  expended 
by  the  Park  and  Recreation  Commission  for 
purchase  of  land  and  completion  of  park  and  play- 
ground at  AUston — recommending  passage  of 
order  in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $82,7.50  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Commission  for  the  purchase  of  land 
and  completion  of  park  and  playground  at  Allston, 
and  that  to  meet  the  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time, 
on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  said  amount,  viz.: 

520,055  square  feet  of  land $52,650  00 

5,792  square  feet  of  land  with  house 
at  No.  16  and  No.  18  Griggs 
place 1,900  00 

Total  amount  for  land $54,550  00 

Construction,      approximate 
estimate,       grading       and 

drainage $5,000  00 

Walks 2,500  00 

Fencing 5,200  00 

Planting 2,500  00 

Sanitary  building 10,000  00 

Shelter ' 2,000  00 

Playground  apparatus 1,000  00 

28,200  00 

Total ' $82,750  00 


The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  date. 


EXPENSES  OF  COMPENSATION  AGENT. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  a  report  on  ordinance  (referred 
February  7),  relative  to  compensation  of  agent  for 
payment  of  workmen's  compensation — that  the 
ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  under  chapter 
244  of  the  Acts  of  1915,  flip  appoinlmrni  nt  such 
an  agent  is  mandatory.  The  only  question  the 
Council  had  to  consider  was  whether  or  not  the 
money  to  pay  this  agent  should  be  charged  to  the 
Reserve  Fund.  The  committee  decided  that  it  was 
analogous  to  the  payment  of  annuities  and  pensions, 
and  that,  since  it  was  contemplated  that  the  agent 
should  do  work  of  this  nature  for  every  department, 
it  was  perhaps  unjust  to  charge  the  amou.n1  to  any 
specific  department,  inoludin?  the  Minor's  office. 
Consequently,  we  report  that  the  order  should  pass. 

Report  accepted;    ordinance  passed. 
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INFORMATION   ASKED   OF    FIRE 
COMMISSIONER. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order— That  the 
Fire  Commissioner,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
be  requested  to  furnish  the  City  Council  with 
information  in  reply  to  the  following  questions: 

1.  The  number  of  men  in  the  employ  of  the 
Fire  Department  available  for  actual  fire  fighting 
on  December  1,  1915,  and  on  March  1,  1916. 

2  How  many  new  companies  have  been  estab- 
lished since  December  1,  1905,  and  the  number  of 
men  in  each.  • 

3.  The  number  of  call  men  connected  with  the 
department  on  December  1,  1905,  and  on  March  1, 

4.  The  total  number  of  men  connected  with  the 
department  in  any  capacity  on  December  1,  1905, 
and  on  March  1,  1916. 

5.  The  number  of  persons  employed  at  other 
duties  than  fire  fighting  on  December  1,  1905,  and 
on  March  1,  1916. 

Passed. 


COST  OF  MUNICIPAL  BUILDING,  WEST 
END. 

Coun  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advertise  for  a 
suitable  site  for  a  bath  house  and  municipal 
building  in  the  West  End,  and  to  report  to  the  City 
Council  as  to  the  probable  cost  of  the  same 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRACKS  ON  PLEASANT  STREET. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  ,the  following: 
Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council 
of  the  City  of  Boston  it  is  of  great  importance  for 
the  improvement  of  traffic  conditions  and  the 
convenience  of  the  public  that  street  railway 
tracks  should  be  laid  and  operated  in  Pleasant 
street,  therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  West  End  Street  Railway 
Company  be  hereby  requested  to  make  application, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  153  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1916,  to  the  Street  Commission  of  Boston 
for  a  location  for  double  tracks  in  Pleasant 
street. 

Special  Acts,  Chapter  153. 
An  Act  to  Authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  Grant 

a  Location  to  a  Street  Railway  Company  in 

Pleasant  Street  in  said  City. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows:  , 

Section  1.  The  board  of  street  commissioners 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  with  the  approval  of  the 
mayor,  may  grant  to  the  street  railway  company 
applying  for  the  same,  a  location  for  two  street 
railway  tracks  in  Pleasant  street,  from  Washington 


street  to  Eliot  street,  under  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  railway  locations  are  granted  in 
other  streets  of  said  city. 

Sect.  2.  The  street  railway  company  to  which  a 
location  is  granted  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  not  be  required  to  pay  any  betterment  because 
of  the  widening  and  construction  of  Pleasant 
street  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  five  hundred 
and  ninety-one  of  the  acts  of  the  year  nineteen 
hundred  and  eleven;  and  so  much  of  said  chapter 
as  is  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  hereof  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its 
passage. 

(The  foregoing  was  laid  before  the  governor  on 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  February,  1916,  and 
after  five  days  it  had  "the  force  of  a  law,"  as 
prescribed  by  the  constitution,  as  it  was  not 
returned  by  him  with  his  objections  thereto 
within  that  time.) 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  resolve 
and  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  that  resolu- 
tion is  drawn  and  presented  because  of  the  recent 
passage  by  the  Legislature  of  the  act  to  authorize 
the  City  of  Boston  to  grant  a  location  to  the  West 
End  Street  Railway  Company  to  put  its  tracks 
in  Pleasant  street.  The  Legislature  has  now 
opened  the  door,  in  a  sense,  to  the  operation  of 
cars  on  Pleasant  street.  The  obstacles  which 
confronted  the  street  railway  company  have  been 
removed,  and  the  purpose  for  which  the  street 
was  widened  may  now  be  fulfilled.  The  City  of 
Boston  has  spent  approaching  $800,000  for  the 
widening  of  Pleasant  street,  all  to  no  purpose 
unless  the  West  End  Street  Railway  now  comes 
in  and  lays  its  tracks,  giving  to  the  public  the 
service  for  which  the  public  is  waiting  and  to 
which  it  is  entitled.  It  means  the  utilization  of 
the  Tremont  Street  Tunnel  by  having  the  South 
Boston  and  Dorchester  street  cars  connect  with 
Shawmut  avenue  and  Pleasant  street,  instead  of 
taking  the  circuitous  route  they  now  take  through 
Tremont  and  Dover  streets.  It  also  means  cross 
connections  from  the  South  End  and  South  Boston 
with  Park  square  and  the  country  beyond.  I 
sincerely  hope  the  West  End  Railway  will  now 
meet  the  city  and  the  City  Council  in  the  spirit 
in  which  it  should;  that  it  will  come  to  the  rescue 
and  give  to  the  people  the  benefit  for  which  the 
city  has  provided  through  the  laying  out  and 
widening  of  Pleasant  street. 

The  resolution  and  order  were  adopted. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  general 
reconsideration  of  all  action  taken  to-day  was  re- 
fused. 

Adjourned  at  4.54  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLEMAN,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  27,  at 
3  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Thursday,  March  23,  1916. 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drawing  jurors,  held  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber.'City  Hall,  at  2.15  p.  m.,  President  HAGAN 
in  the  chair  and  a  quorum  present. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  Second  Division,  to  appear  April 
3,  1916: 

William  F.  Arkinson,  Ward  19;  Chester  H. 
Davis,   Ward   20;     Thomas    F.    True,    Ward    16; 


Filippo  Bruno,  Ward  6;  Thomas  E.  Murphy,  Ward 
8;  Maurice  H.  Daniels,  Ward  21;  Joel  A.  Baker, 
Ward  22;  John  A.  Kelley,  Ward  17;  James  W. 
Mosher,  Ward  23;  Peter  F.  Kelley,  Ward  20; 
Michael  H.  Brown,  Ward  21;  Charles  H.  O'Con- 
nor, Ward  15;  James  J.  Leahy,  Ward  12;  Adelva 
H.  Wood,  Ward  17;  Thomas  Bowman,  Ward  20; 
Thomas  J.  Fox,  Jr.,  Ward  10;  Michael  O'Leary, 
Ward  17;  Thomas  P.  Horty,  Ward  5;  John  F. 
Goodwin,  Ward  25;  Charles  T.  Hufnagle,  Ward 
23;  Edward  J.  Sweeney,  Ward  2;  Harry  E. 
Macomber,  Ward  10;  Tilghnian  Billman,  Ward  1; 
Charles  Sperry,  Ward  19;  Michael  F.  McLaughlin, 
Ward  2;  Harry  Greene,  Ward  2;  J.  Waldo  Pond, 
Ward  20;  John  H.  Sullivan,  Ward  25;  William  L. 
Knauber,  Ward  24;  George  A.  Bracken,  Ward  21; 
Harry  L.  Given,  Ward  17;  John  W.  Geary,  Ward  1; 
James  J.  Gallivan,  Ward  24;  Robert  Riley,  Ward 
22;  William  R.  Wilson,  Ward  12;  Joseph  M. 
Costello,  Ward  16;  Charles  A.  Fogg,  Ward  16; 
John  B.  Martin,  Ward  25;  Harvey  G.  Hevenor, 
Ward  4;   Timothy  Karle,  Ward  20. 


Adjourned  at  2.26  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  27,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber  at  3  p.  m.,  President  HAGAN 
in  the  chair  and  all  the  members  present. 


QUALIFICATION   OF   COUN.    STORROW. 
The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  Councilor- 
elect  Storrow  by  Mayor  Curley. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject   to   confirmation  by   your 
honorable   body,    I    appoint   William    C.    Wilson, 
71  Farquhar  street,  Roslindale,  a  Weigher  of  Goods 
for  George  W.  Miles,  88  Broad  street,  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjrley,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


LEAVE   TO   ATTEND   MILITARY 
ENCAMPMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  and  recom- 
mend for  passage  by  your  honorable  body  the 
accompanying  ordinance,  which  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Corporation  Counsel,  providing  that  leave 
of  absence  may  be  granted  without  loss  of  pay  to 
the  employees  of  the  various  departments  to 
attend  military  encampments. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 

In  the  year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 

An  Ordinance  Relating  to  Leave  of  Absence  on 

Military  Duty. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. : 

Any  officer  or  board  in  charge  of  a  department 
of  the  city  may,  by  a  written  order,  approved  by 


the  Mayor,  authorize  a  leave  of  absence,  without 
loss  of  pay,  to  any  employee  of  such  department, 
to  attend  the  annual  encampment  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  the  annual  maneuvers  of 
the  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  or  any  mili- 
tary training  encampment  or  movement  which  is 
intended  to  improve  the  military  defences  of  the 
United  States  or  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. The  term  for  which  such  leave  of 
absence  is  granted  shall  be  stated  in  the  order,  and 
the  leave  of  absence  shall  not  become  effective 
until  such  order  is  filed  with  the  City  Auditor. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 


COURTHOUSE,   FOREST   HILLS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, —  Your  honorable  body,  on  February 
28,  1916,  adopted  an  order  requesting  that  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  advertise  for  a 
suitable  site  for  a  courthouse  in  the  West  Rox- 
bury  district  in  the  vicinity  of  Forest  Hills  square, 
with  the  probable  cost  of  site. 

The  city  acquired,  in  connection  with  the  con- 
struction of  the  Stony  brook  sewer,  a  large  parcel  of 
land  in  this  section  which  can  be  utilized  for  the 
purpose  set  forth  in  your  order,  and  I  beg  to  submit 
herewith  report  of  the  municipal  real  estate  expert 
relative  thereto. 

At  a  later  date,  when  an  estimate  as  to  the  cost 
of  building  is  received  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  I  shall  submit  to  your  honorable 
body  an  order  for  the  erection  of  a  courthouse  at 
this  particular  point. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

/  — 

Boston,  March  22,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — In  pursuance  of  your  request  of 
March  14,  1916,  relative  to  a  suitable  site  for  a 
courthouse  at  Forest  Hills  square,  I  submit  the 
following  report: 

The  city  owns  a  large  strip  of  land  running 
from  the  corner  of  Tower  and  Washington  streets, 
Forest  Hills  square,  to  Morton  street.  About 
6,400  square  feet  of  this  strip,  located  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Tower  and  Washington  streets,  could  be 
added  to  adjoining  land  of  other  owners,  making 
a  total  area  of  approximately  17,000  square  feet, 
thereby  affording  a  fine  site  for  a  courthouse. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the  land  that 
would  have  to  be  taken  in  additiion  to  the  land 
already  owned  by  the  city,  showing  approximate 
areas  and  values  of  same: 


Owner. 


Area 

Taken.. 

(Square  Feet) 


Assessed 

Value 

per  Square 

Foot. 


Estimated 

Award 
per  Foot. 


Total 
Award. 


R.  E.  Magner 

R.  E.  Cochran 

E.  O.  Tobey 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
City  of  Boston 

Total 


About  155 
2,565 
3,340 
4,598 

About  6,382 


$1  75 

1   75 

60 

60 

Not  assessed 


$2  00 

*  1  75 

75 

60 


$310  00 
5,588  75 
2,505  00 
2,758  80 


17,040 $11,162  55 


*  Land,  $4,488.75;  building,  $1,100. 


I  have  estimated  the  award  for  the  land  on 
Tower  street  belonging  to  Cochran  for  its  assessed 
value,  which  I  consider  very  high.  While  his 
estate  appears  to  front  on  Washington  street,  the 
building  is  partly  on  city  land,  that  is,  between 
his  property  and  the  square.  Originally  the  lot 
contained  4,240  square  feet  and  the  city  took 
1,685  square  feet  of  the  Washington  and  Tower 
streut    frontages    for     Stony    brook     construction. 


This,   in   my   opinion,    greatly   detracts   from   the 
value  of  the  remainder  of  Ids  land. 

The  proposed  courthouse  lot  has  a  frontage  of 
72  feel  on  Washington  street,  160  feet  <>u  Tower 
street  and  is  122  feet  wide  in  the  rear.  Owing  to 
the  splendid  depth  of  the  lot,  the  building  could 
be  built  with  the  court  rooms  in  I  lie  rear,  SO  that 
t he  noise  of  the  elevated  trains  would  be  reduced 
to  a  minimum. 
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The  location  is  central  and,  owing  to  the  Forest 
Hills  Elevated  Station,  finely  located  for  the 
traveling  public. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  blueprint  showing  the  pro- 
posed site  at  the  corner  of  Tower  and  Washington 
streets  marked  in  red. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  Beck. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SALE   OF   OLD    MATERIAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
relation  to  the  sale  of  old  material,  which  is  self- 
explanatory.  I  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  authorizing  the  sale  as 
requested. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  13,  1916. 
To  the  Mayor  of  Boston: 

Upon  March  3,  1916,  permission  was  given  by 
you  to  sell,  after  due  advertisement,  old  iron, 
rubber  and  meter  parts,  the  property  of  the  Sewer 
and  Water  Division,  Water  Service,  value  not  to 
exceed  $500.  Bids  were  opened  March  9,  1916, 
and  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  metals,  due  to 
the  European  war,  the  prices  submitted  were  in 
excess  of  the  prices  bid  two  months  ago. 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  you  ask 
permission  of  the  City  Council  to  sell  same,  total 
amount  of  bid  being  $808. 

Respectfully, 

E.  F.  Murphy, 
Commissioner  x>f  Public  Works. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  authorized  to  sell  for  the  sum  of  $808 
the  old  material  belonging  to  the  Sewer  and  Water 
Division,  Water  Service,  for  which  bids  were 
opened  on  March  9,  1916,  said  amount  to  be 
credited  to  the  water  income. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


INFORMATION    SUBMITTED    BY    FIRE 

COMMISSIONER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  27,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed  communication 
from  the  office  of  the  Fire  Commissioner,  the 
same  being  in  answer  to  certain  interrogatories 
submitted  by  your  honorable  body  March  20, 
1916,  and  which  I  forward  for  such  consideration 
as  you  may  deem  necessary. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Headquarters  Fire  Department, 

March  25,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — At  its  meeting  on  March  20,  1916, 
the  City  Council  passed  an  order  that  the  Fire 
Commissioner,  through  your  Honor,  be  requested 
to  furnish  certain  information  in  reply  to  a  set  of 
five  questions.  These  questions  are  answered 
below  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  asked. 

1 .  The  number  of  men  in  the  employ  of  the 
Fire  Department  available  for  actual  fire  fighting 
on  December  1,  1905,  and  on  March  1,  1916. 


December  1,  1905: 

Total,  fire-fighting  force 777  permanent  men  and  69  call  men. 

On  day  off 95 

On  injured  leave 14 

On  sick  leave 9 

On  leave  of  absence 4 

Suspended 1 

On  light  or  light  house  duty 10 

Detailed,  and  not  available 8 

—  141 

Available  for  actual  fire-fighting  duty 636  permanent  men  and  69  call  men. 

March  1,  1916: 

Total,  fire-fighting  force 966  permanent  men  and  no  call  men. 

On  day  off 181 

On  injured  leave 35 

On  sick  leave 10 

On  leave  of  absence. .  .■ 4' 

On  light  house  or  light  duty 14 

Detafled,  and  not  available 5 

249 

Available  for  actual  fire-fighting  duty. 717  permanent  men  and  no  call  men. 


2.  How  many  new  companies  have  been  estab- 
lished since  December  1,  1905,  and  the  number  of 
men  in  each? 

Engine  Company  31 16  men  (fireboat) 

Engine  Company  46 12  men 

Engine  Company  47 16  men  (fireboat) 

Engine  Company  48* 11  men 

Hose  Company  49  * 1  man 

Ladder  Company  28  * 8  men 

Ladder  Company  29 7  men 

Ladder  Company  30 7  men 

Ladder  Company  31 7  men 

Chemical  Company  13 6  men 

Chemical  Company  14*. ...... .;   2  men 

Total 93  men 


*  Acquired  by  the  annexation  of  the  town  of 
Hyde  Park. 

3.  The  number  of  call  men  connected  with  the 
department  on  December  1,  1905,  and  March  1, 
1916. 


December  1,  1905 69  call  men 

March  1,  1916 0  call  men 

4.  The  total  number  of  men  connected  with  the 
department  in  any  capacity  on  December  1,  1905, 
and  on  March  1,  1916. 

December  1,  1905 916  men 

March  1,  1916 1,083  men 

5.  The  number  of  firemen  employed  at  other 
duties  than  fire  fighting  on  December  1,  1905,  and 
March  1,  1916. 

December  1,  1905 22  men 

March  1,  1916 16  men 

In  regard  to  the  last  question,  namely,  the  num- 
ber of  firemen  employed  at  other  duties  than  fire 
fighting  on  March  1,  1916,  I  would  say  that  these 
sixteen  men  are  detailed  at  other  work  because 
they  are  not  able  to  perform  fire  duty. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 
John  Grady, 
Fire  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


MARCH    27,    1916. 
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AMENDING     OF     ARBORWAY      RESTRIC- 
TIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  relative  to  amending  certain 
restrictions  on  land  bordering  on  the  Arborway, 
and  which  I  submit  to  your  honorable  body  for 
such  action  as  you  may  deem  proper. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjrley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department,   ' 
March  25,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Park 
and  Recreation  Commissioners  held  on  Marcn  20, 
1916,  it  was  voted  to  amend  the  restrictions  on  the 
lot  of  land  at  the  corner  of  South  street  and  Arbor- 
way  belonging  to  Joseph  J.  Lannin  so  as  to  permit 
the  erection  on  this  lot  of  apartment  houses  to  cost 
not  less  than  twenty-five  hundred  (2,500)  dollars 
per  story  for  a  frontage  of  25.  feet  or  less  on  the 
side  adjoining  said  parkway,  and  at  the  rate  of 
one  hundred  (100)  dollars  per  story  for  each  linear 
foot  of  frontage  in  excess  of  25  feet.  In  order  to 
make  this  change  it  is  necessary  that  an  order  be 
passed  by  the  City  Council,  and  we  inclose  a  copy 
of  an  order  for  that  purpose. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  H.  Dillon,  Chairman. 


Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  and  Recreation 
Commissioners,  with  the  approval  of  the_  Mayor, 
and  by  an  instrument  or  instruments  satisfactory 
to  the  Law  Department,  may  in  the  name  and  be- 
half of  the  city  modify  and  amend  the  restrictions 
contained  in  a  deed  given  by  Samuel  Bradstreet 
and  Augustus  B.  Bradstreet  to  the  City  of  Boston, 
dated  May  21,  1895,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  2279,  page  354,  by  altering  paragraph 
two  of  said  restrictions  so  that  it  shall  read  "nor 
apartment  costing  less  than  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  per  story  for  a  frontage  of  twenty- 
five  feet  or  less  on  the  side  adjoining  said  parkway, 
and  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  story 
for  each  linear  foot  of  frontage  in  excess  of  twenty- 
five  feet." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Burnham  Antique  Store  (R.  C.  Lochtenstein, 
proprietor),  for  compensation  for  damages  at  54—56 
Cornhill,  by  bursting  of  water  main  in  Scollay 
square. 

Chester  Conant,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  city  employee  in  breaking  up  ice  in 
Beverly  street. 

Michael  Coyne,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  because  of  a  snowslide  from  building 
79  Broadway.  «, 

Margaret  E.  Burke,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  at  777  Parker  street. 

Henry  F.  Pickett,  to  be  paid  for  a  garment  lost 
at  the  City  Hospital. 

E.  J.  Farley,  to  be  paid  for  labor  on  water  service 
at  290  Marlborough  street. 

Charles  Logue  Building  Company,  to  be  refunded 

Eortion  of  amount  paid  for  building  permit  Septem- 
er  24,  1912. 

Peter  F.  Maher,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  165,  167,  168  Norfolk  street  by  flooding  by  water. 

Adelaide  Moses,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  ice  plow  on  High  street. 

Madalina  Rocchi,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  in  the  passageway  under  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  at  Franklin  street,   Brighton. 

Margaret  E.  Corbett,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  by  a  defect  in  Columbus  avenue. 

Mrs.  W.  J.  Dohcrty,  for  compensation  for 
damages  by  surface  water  at  88  Everett  street, 
East  Boston. 


Executive. 

South  End  Loan  Office,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  73    Dover  street,  Ward  6. 

MosesjCaplan,  for  permit  for  children  to  appear 
at  Colonial  Hall  on  evening  of  April  2. 

Finance. 
G.  W.  Ransom  and  very  many  others,  for  play- 
ground for  small  children  in  district  bounded  by 
Washington,  Tremont,  Castle  and  Dover  streets. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  Tuesday,  March  28, 
at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  petition  of  the  Bay 
State  Street  Railway  Company  for  location,  on 
River  street,  etc.,  9th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


LOCATIONS   GRANTED. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  granting  the  following  loca- 
tions to  the  Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company, 
viz.: 

River  street,  Dorchester,  9th  location. 

Washington  street,  West  Roxbury,  on  private 
land,  temporary  location,  10th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILROAD   POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner of  appointment  of  William  Barber  and  many 
others  as  railroad  police  officers  on  the  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  storage  of  explosives 
by  the  following-named  persons  at  the  following 
locations,  viz.: 

Celia  H.  Godfrey,  117-119  Park  street,  West 
Roxbury. 

New  England  Crushed  Stone  Company,  125 
Forest  Hills  street. 

New  England  Crushed  Stone  Company,  Forest 
Hills  street,  near  Glen  road. 

Placed  on  file. 


JURY  LIST. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  March  23,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — You  are  hereby  notified  that  the 
list  of  inhabitants  qualified  to  serve  as  jurors,  as 
prepared  by  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners 
and  contained  in  Document  41,  has  this  day  been 
filed  with  me  in  accordance  with  law. 
Respectfully, 

James  Donovan, 

City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 

In  connection  with  the  communication  Coun. 
BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Clerk  be  hereby  directed  to  cause  the  names 
on  the  jury  list,  as  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
Election  Commissioners,  to  be  written  each  on  a 
separate  ballot,  and  said  ballots  to  be  properly 
folded  and  placed  in  the  box  provided  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Passed. 


CLERK   HIRE. 

A  report  was  received  from  W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald, 
Registrar  of  Deeds,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised 
Laws,  certifying  that  persons  have  been  employed 
in  his  office  from  February  21  to  March  27,  1916, 
and  that  work  had  been  performed  to  the  amount 
of  .$4,386.37. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accoun  ts 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


MINOHS'    LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  petitions 
for  minors'  licenses  for  ten  newsboys  and  one 
vendor — recommending  that  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  usual  condi- 
tions. 


PLAYGROUND,   SOUTH  END. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  sum  of  8100,000  be  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Park  and  Recreation  Commission 
for  a  neighborhood  playground  for  small  children 
in  the  district  bounded  by  Castle,  Washington, 
Dover  and  Tremont  streets,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  hereby  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


NEW   POLICE   STATION,   HYDE   PARK. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000)  be  appro- 
priated to  be  expended  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  for  plans  for  a  new  police  station 
in  Hyde  Park,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  hereby  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City 
of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


APPROVAL   OF  SMITH-HUGHES   BILL. 

President  HAGAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Smith-Hughes  Bill,  now  before 
Congress,  is  a  logical  carrying  out  of  the  policies 
for  a  number  of  years  prevailing  in  the  City  of 
Boston  and  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  namely, 
the  organization  of  a  thorough  and  well  supervised 
scheme  of  vocational  education  with  state  aid;  and 

Whereas,  Said  bill  is  a  sound  public  measure  of 
industrial  preparedness ;  and 

Whereas,  The  problems  of  industrial  efficiency 
can  best  be 'met  through  Federal  cooperation  with 
states,  and  states  with  cities;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  interested  as  it  always  has  been  in  all 
measures  which  particularly  affect  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  Boston  citizens,  the  school  children 
and  the  industries  of  the  city,  express  its  sympathy 
with  the  purposes  of  the  Smith-Hughes  Bill  and 
its  hope  that  the  measure  will  become  law. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RESERVOIR  FOR  PLAYGROUND 
PURPOSES. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  consider  the  advisability  of  hay- 
ing the  unused  reservoir  in  East  Boston,  now  in 
custody  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  turned 
over  to  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department  for 
playground  purposes,  and  that  he  advise  the  City 
Council  as  to  his  opinion  as  to  said  transfer. 

Passed. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.15  p.  in.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLEMAN,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  6.08  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  South  End  Loan 
Office  (referred  today)  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or 
lease  firearms  at  73  Dover  street,  Ward  6 — that 
permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Moses  Caplan  (re- 
ferred today)  for  permit  for  children  to  appear  at 
Colonial  Hall  on  the  evening  of  April  2 — that 
permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  order  (referred  March  20)  that 
chapter  39  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
"An  Act  relative  to  the  payment  of  premiums  on 
the  bonds  of  court  officers  in  the  County  of  Suffolk," 
be  and  the  same  hereby  is  accepted — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  be  authorized  to  sell  old 
material  of  the  Sewer  and  Water  Division,  Water 
Service,  for  the  sum  of  $808 — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Reports  on  petitions  of  James  E.  Killacky 
and  Peter  Massa  (referred  March  20)  to  be  retired 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914 
— recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  Tiereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by, chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  James  E.  Killacky,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter'  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Peter  Massa,  employed  in 
the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  pay  roll  of  Register 
of  Deeds  (referred  today) ,  amounting  to  $4,386.37 
— approving  of  the  same. 

Report  accepted ;  pay  roll  approved  and  ordered 
paid. 


SITE  FOR  POLICE  STATION,  ROSLINDALE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advertise  for 
a  site  for  a  police  station  in  Roslindale,  and^  to 
prepare  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  erecting  a  build- 
ing for  same. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  a  report  on  message  of  Mayor 
and  ordinance  (referred  March  20)  relative  to 
matters  of  income  which  are  inconsistent  with 
the  scheme  of  the  budget  for  this  year — that  the 
ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  the  purpose 
of  this  ordinance  is  to  insist  that  any  revenue  which 
ordinarily  under  the  pre-existing  ordinance  would 
be  credited  to  the  respective  departments  shall  go 
into  the  general  revenue.  This  has  impressed  the 
committee  unanimously  as  being  an  excellent,  sound 
business  proposition,  because  otherwise  we  would 
have  in  the  future  as  we  have  had  in  the  past  blind 
appropriations — consequently,  this  ordinance. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  this  ordinance  originates  with  the  Mayor  and 
is  his  recommendation.  I  want  and  am  anxious 
to  give  credit  to  the  Mayor  for  a  step  which  I 
believe  is  very  sound  and  which  will  mean  an 
improvement  in  municipal  finance. 

The  ordinance  was  adopted. 


MARCH    27,    1916. 
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FINANCE. 

Coun.  COULTHURST,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  March  13)  for  loan  of 
$600,000  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  sewerage 
works — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  today. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  March  13)  for  loan  of 
$400,000  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  the  construction 
of  sewerage  works  in  the  Charles  river  drainage 
area — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  today. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  20)  for  loan  of  $149,000  to  be 
expended  by  the  Park  and  Recreation  Commission 
for  the  improvement  of  Savin  Hill  Playground 
and  Beach — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  today. 


4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  20)  for  loan  of  $25,000  to  be 
expended  by  the  Park  and  Recreation  Commission 
for  the  completion  of  the  Parker  Hill  Playground 
— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  today. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  20)  for  loan  of  $25,000  to  be 
expended  by  the  Park  and  Recreation  Commission 
for  the  improvement  of  North  End  Park  and  pier — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  today. 


GENERAL    RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  COLLINS  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  6.14  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun, 
BALLANTYNE,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  3, 1916. 
at  3  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  3,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members 
present. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

Ninety-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Third  Session,  to  appear  April  24,  1916: 

Harold  E.  Fish,  Ward  2.3;  Nathaniel  Levey, 
Ward  20;  John  J.  McDonough,  Ward  13;  William 
Healy,  Ward  20;  Earnest  G.  Hindenlang,  Ward  23; 
George  H.  Moore,  Ward  5;  Timothy  F.  McCarthy, 
•Ward  13;  John  J.  Curley,  Ward  21;  James  A. 
Colahan,  Ward  22;  Jacob  Schneider,  Ward  15; 
Cornelius  Mahoney,  Ward  4;  David  H.  Lane, 
Ward  24;  Eugene  A.  Kelly,  Ward  1;  William  J. 
O'Brien,  Ward  14;  Samuel  Graumann,  Ward  22; 
Otto  Koenig,  Ward  19;  Thomas  F.  Gannon,  Ward 
13;  Edward  C.  Mansfield,  Ward  25;  Lemuel  M. 
Dwelley,  Ward  20;  Frederic  B.  Jacobs,  Ward  10; 
William  H.  Law,  Ward  1;  Francis  J.  Krumscheid, 
Ward  19;  Granville  Austin,  Ward  20;  Fred  G. 
Fish,  Ward  24;  Stephen  Prunty,  Ward  18;  Joseph 
H.  Duval,  Ward  23;  William  A.  Templeton,  Ward 
17;  John  J.  Halligan,  Ward  8;  Charles  F.  Woods, 
Ward  17;  Hugh  T.  Cassidy,  Ward  7;  Frederick  J. 
Kellaway,  Ward  24;  Archibald  W.  Thomas,  Ward 
25;  Patriek  Breen,  Ward  3;  William  J.  Conlon, 
Ward  10;  Harry  D.  Delano,  Ward  11;  Burton  M. 
Lawler,  Ward  3;  Herbert  C.  Williams,  Ward  21; 
Frederick  M.  Marden,  Ward  23;  John  J.  Cadigan, 
Ward  20;  Nathan  Bloomberg,  Ward  8;  John  D. 
Lowrie,  Ward  24;  Benjamin  S.  Dill,  Ward  20; 
Arthur  O.  Wilson,  Ward  24;  Joseph  A.  Kraft, 
Ward  23;  John  G.  O'Malley,  Ward  14;  John  A. 
Christie,  Ward  12;  Thomas  P.  Morrison,  Ward 
25;  Harry  C.Bailev,  Ward  1;  William  H.  Loughlin, 
Ward  15;  Fred  G.York,  Ward  12;  Frank  D.  Pugh, 
Ward  12;  William  Crozier,  Ward  9;  John  Chellman, 
Ward  23;  Thomas  W.  Sizer,  Ward  23;  John  F. 
Drew,  Ward  12;  William  J.  Connaughton,  Ward 
20;  Morris  H.  Freedman,  Ward  21;  Frank  E. 
Flynn,  Ward  20;  John  P.  Grace,  Ward  25;  Whipple 
F.  Smith,  Ward  11;  Frank  E.  Sullivan,  Ward  19; 
Charles  H.  Mehan,  Ward  26;  Harry  E.  Bailey, 
Ward  25;  William  G.  Swan,  Ward  24;  Warren  F. 
Dixon,  Ward  17;  Gardner  F.  Packard,  Ward  21; 
James  J.  Devereaux,  Ward  4,  John  Minton,  Ward 
18;  James  J.  Walsh,  Ward  22;  Thomas  F.  Clough- 
ertv,  Ward  14;  William  E.  Lee,  Ward  25;  Ernest  A. 
Reddy,  Ward  3;  Daniel  Cullity,  Ward  15;  John  E. 
Stansbury,  Ward  9;  George  A.  Severance,  Ward  20; 
Frederick  Langenthal,  Ward  20;  Joseph  J.  Morley, 
Ward  24;  James  E.  Sweeney,  Ward  26;  Patrick  B. 
Cronin,  Ward  24;  Jacob  Green,  Ward  18;  John 
Lamb,  Ward  20;  James  Young,  Ward  16;  Francis  J. 
Connors,  Ward  12;  William  J.  Strout,  Ward  16; 
James  Day,  Ward  5;  Daniel  D.  Tierney,  Ward  20; 
Nathaniel  A.  Savage,  Ward  18;  Ferdinand  Krantz, 
Ward  17;  Thomas  A.  Dignan,  Ward  20;  Michael 
Rinn,  Ward  23;  Henry  X.  Kelley,  Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  3,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  appoint  Peter  F.  Kerr,  95  Ben- 
nington street,  East  Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Goods 
for  the  Maverick  Mills  for  the  term  ending  April 
30,  1916. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuiu.ey,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


REMODELING    OF   ENGINE    1. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  3,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  the  order  passed  by 
your  honorable  body  under  date  of  November  15, 
1915,  requesting  certain  information  relative  to 
the  remodeling  of  Engine  House  No.  1  with  a  view 
to  installing  motor  apparatus  therein,  I  beg  to 
submit  herewith  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioner 
with  plans  of  contemplated  changes. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Headquarters  Fire  Department, 

March  27,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  an  order  passed 
by  the  City  Council  on  November  15,  1915,  I  beg 
to  submit  herewith  a  detailed  estimate,  together 
with  plans,  for  remodeling  the  old  municipal  court 
building  in  Dorchester  street  to  accommodate 
Ladder  Company  5  and  for  the  remodeling  the 
house  of  Engine  Company  1,  adjoining,  with  a  view 
to  installing  motor  apparatus  in  both  buildings. 

I  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  the  conditions 
existing  at  the  quarters  of  Ladder  Company  5, 
Fourth  street.  The  present  house,  which  is  most 
inadequate  for  such  a  large  company,  was  erected 
forty-three  years  ago,  and  was  arranged  for  a  call 
company,  with  conveniences  for  one  permanent 
man.  At  the  present  time  twelve  permanent  men 
are  quartered  in  the  house.  The  officers'  room  is 
very  small,  being  21  by  7  feet  in  size,  and  two  officers 
are  obliged  to  sleep  in  this  room.  In  order  to  turn 
the  apparatus  in  coming  out  of  this  house  it  is 
necessary  to  drive  up  on  the  sidewalk,  and  during 
the  winter  months,  when  an  extra  horse  is  necessary 
on  the  apparatus,  he  has  to  be  harnessed  in  the 
street.  If  the  change  is  made  both  companies 
would  adjoin  each  other  in  Dorchester  street, 
instead  of  being  located  as  at  present,  namely, 
around  the  corner  from  each  other,  with  a  building 
intervening.  The  building  now  occupied  by  Ladder 
5  could  then  be  converted  into  a  coal  station.  After 
these  proposed  changes  had  been  completed  I  would 
recommend  that  the  building  now  occupied  as  a 
coal  station  at  328  Dorchester  street  be  sold, 
giving  the  city  some  return. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  I  urgently  recommend 
that  this  appropriation  be  granted,  not  only  for  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  men,  but  also  for  the 
efficiency  of  the  department. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 
John  Grady,  Fire  Commissioner. 
Estimate  for  Alterations  to  Engine  1  and  Ladder 
House  5,  Dorchester  Street,  South  Boston,  Mass. 
General  expense,  bond,  insurance,  etc...    $1,500  00 
Granolithic  floors,  including  reinforce- 
ment        1,136  00 

Brickwork,    removing    walls,    patching  . 

and  new  work 4,400  00 

Artificial  stone,  sills,  cornices,  cap,  etc. .       3,700  00 

Terrazzo  floors  and  sanitary  base 360  00 

Slate  dado  in  showers 425  00 

Roofing  and  flashing 1,400  00 

Metal  ceiling  and  cornices 500  00 

Lathing  and  plastering,  including  patch- 
ing        1,550  00 

Steel  and  iron,  including  setting 675  00 

Carpenter  work,  demolition,  patching, 

etc 6,400  00 

Lowering  floor 450  00 

Finish  hardware 550  00 

Painting  the  entire  building 1,047  00 

Plumbing 2,000  00 

Heating 2,100  00 

Electric  wiring 550  00 

Fixtures 250  00 

Tiling  first  floor  walls6  feet  6  inches  high,         650  00 

329,043  00 
10  per  cent  profit 2,904  00 

§32,007  00 
Contingencies 2,500  00 

$35,107  00 
Architect 3,500  00 

»  $38,607  00 


Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
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RENOVATION   OF   FANEUIL   HALL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  3,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  matter  of  the  fireproofing  of 
Faneuil  Hall  and  the  restoration  of  the  building  to 
its  original  architectural  appearance  along  the  lines 
of  the  work  already  done  on  the  Old  State  House 
and  Old  South  Church  has  been  under  consider- 
ation for  some  months.  A  committee  consisting 
of  the  President  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Architects, 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  and  the 
Building  Commissioner  have  reported  to  me  that 
the  work  can  be  done  for  the  sum  of  $50,000.  If 
the  appropriation  is  allowed,  it  has  been  arranged 
that  the  work  is  to  be  supervised  by  the  Boston 
Society  of  Architects  and  approved  by  the  Build- 
ing Commissioner,  although  the  actual  expenditure 
of  the  money  necessarily  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Public  Buildings  Department. 

The  necessity  of  fireproofing  the  building,  of 
course,  is  hardly  open  to  argument,  and  the  resto- 
ration of  the  building  would  be  of  considerable 
benefit  both  from  an  architectural  and  historic 
standpoint. 

I  accordingly  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  providing  for  a  loan  of  $50,000 
for  those  purposes. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curlet,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $50,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  for  the  fire- 
proofing and  architectural  restoration  of  Faneuil 
Hall,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


CHANGES,  BROOKLINE  AVENUE  BRIDGE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  3,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Public  necessity  as  well  as  public 
safety    requires   that   changes   be   made    at    once 
upon  the  Brookline  Avenue  Bridge,  and  I  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  Brookline  avenue,  a  public  way  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  crosses  the  tracks  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  by  an  overhead  bridge;  and 

Whereas,  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  security  and  convenience  of  the  public 
that  an  alteration  which  does  not  involve  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  crossing  at  grade  should  be  made  in 
said  overhead  bridge  and  its  approaches; 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  in  the 
name  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  apply  to  the 
Public  Service  Commission  for  its  decision  upon 
the  necessity  of  such  alteration  and  for  prescribing 
the  manner  and  limits  within  which  it  shall  be 
made,  in  compliance  with  sections  23  to  28,  both 
inclusive,  of  chapter  463  of  the  Acts  of  the  year 
1906  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof  and  in 
addition  thereto. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

P.  Breen,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
wagon  by  a  team,  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Simon  J.  Gerrior,  for  refund  of  fee  for  building 
permit  issued  February  1,  1916: 

Antonio  Gregori,  to  be  paid  for  a  window  broken 
and  goods  damaged  at  383  Hanover  street  by 
truck  of  Park  and  Recreation  Department. 

Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Lee,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at.  54  Marion  street,  East  Boston,  by  break  in 
water  main. 


Alice  R.  Lyons,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Columbia  road. 

Sadie  McGonagle,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  and  damages  at  Hotel  Buckminster  by  a 
defective  sewer  in  Beacon  street. 

Ralph  W.  Redding,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  building  corner  Congress  and  A  streets  by  Fire 
Department  apparatus. 

Howard  C.  Rogers,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  automobile  by  a  city  wagon. 

Lindo  Tassinare,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  38  Court  street  by  break  in  water  main. 

A.  W.  Thompson,  to  be  paid  for  window  broken 
by  an  employee  of  the  Water  Division  at  2673 
and  2675  Washington  street. 

Executive. 

Rebecca  G.  Heiman,  for  permit  for  children  to 
appear  at  North  Bennet'Street  Industrial  Hall  on 
evening  of  April  13.  . 

Petitions  for  retirement  from  labor  service  of 
City  of  Boston  under  provisions  of  chapter  765, 
Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 

Daniel  McLaughlin,  Boynton  Harris,  Patrick 
McGinnis,  John  J.  O'Brien. 


BATH  HOUSE,  WEST  END. 
The  following  was  received: 

Federated  Jewish  Charities  of  Boston, 

Boston,  April  3,  1916. 
Councilmen  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Mass.: 
Gentlemen, — Inclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  the 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  residents  of  the  West 
End  at  a  mass  meeting  held  on  April  2,    1916, 
at  Ford  Hall. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Martha  M.  Silverman, 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Committee. 

The  resolutions  referred  to  were  as  follows: 

Whereas,  We  the  residents  of  the  West  End  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  a  district  with  a  population  of  over 
70,000  inhabitants,  feel  that  there  is  a  great  need 
and  urgent  demand  for  a  building  wherein  shall  be 
provided  an-all-year-round  public  bath  house  and 
facilities  for  health  and  civic  purposes; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  we  residents  of 
the  West  End  in  mass  meeting  assembled  at  Ford 
Hall  this  second  day  of  April  favor  the  erection  of 
such  a  bath  house. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  urge  his  Honor 
Mayor  James  M.  Curley  and  the  honorable  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  to  take  such  action  and 
appropriate  such  funds  as  will  provide  this  neces- 
sary improvement  for  the  West  End. 

And  further  resolved  that  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  forwarded  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston  and  to  all  the  members  of  the  City 
Council. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Walter  F.  Keen. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
opposite  141  Cambridge  street,  Brighton. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  keeping  of  torpedoes 
and  fuses  at  75  Exeter  street. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
75  Exeter  street. 

Louis  McCarthy,  keeping  of  gasolene,  120 
Corey  street,  West  Roxbury. 

Dr.  A.  DeRobertis,  keeping  of  gasolene,  32 
Gaston  street. 

Renim  Specialty  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
37  Parkman  street,  Brighton. 
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John  H.  Connor,  keeping  of  gasolene,  11  Ruskin 
street,  West  Roxbury. 

W.  A.  Whittemore,  keeping  of  gasolene,  30 
Sawyer  avenue. 

John  J.  O'Lalor,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
66  and  68  Stanhope  street. 

Bowers  Brothers,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
27  Von  Hillern  street,  Dorchester. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
giving  notification  of  the  appointment  of  John  B. 
Martin  as  Election  Commissioner,  a  certified 
copy  of  the  same  having  been  filed  with  the  Civil 
Service  Commission. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
designating  John  M.  Minton  as  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners  for  term  of  one 
year  beginning  April  1,  1916. 


NOTICE   OF  RESIGNATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  City  Clerk, 
through  the  office  of  the  Mayor,  of  the  resignation 
of  Charles  Gibson  as  a  member  of  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Commission  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
the  same  having  been  accepted  by  the  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

_  President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  five  newsboys,  one 
bootblack  and  five  vendors — that  licenses  be 
granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;    licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


SIDEWALKS,   BEACON  AND   MOUNTFORT 
STREETS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  Beacon  and  Mountfort  streets  at  Wedge- 
mere  ■  Chambers,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to 
12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Passed. 


LEGAL   QUESTIONS,    SEGREGATED 
BUDGET. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
Hon.  Nathan  Matthews,  chairman  of  the  Budget 
Commission,  be  requested  to  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  his  opinion  on  the  legal  questions  raised 
by  the  segregated  budget,  especially  with  reference 
to  the  questions  raised  by  Corporation  Counsel 
Sullivan  in  a  letter  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees 
under  date  of  March  22,  1916. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  may  I  inquire 
the  source  of  that  order,  where  it  came  from,  who 
introduced  it? 

President  HAGAN — I  introduced  it. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
Coun.  Kenny  the  object  of  referring  that  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations? 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  it  is  a  matter,  it 
seems  to  me,  entirely  within  the  province  of  that 
committee  for  consideration. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.23  o'clock  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  6.21  p.  m. 


Coun.  ATTRIDGE  in  the  chair. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  for  Coun.  Coleman,  for  the 
Executive  Committee,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Rebecca  G.  Heiman 
(referred  today)  for  permit  for  children  to  appear 
at  North  Bennet  Street  Industrial  Hall  on  evening 
of  April  13 — that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  of  Daniel  McLaughlin, 
Boynton  Harris,  Patrick  McGinnis  and  John  J. 
O'Brien  (referred  today)  to  be  retired  from  labor 
service  of  City  of  Boston  under  provisions  of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914 — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the. 
Acts^  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Daniel  McLaughlin,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  Boynton  Harris,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  Patrick  McGinnis,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  John  J.  O'Brien,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(3)  Report  on  preambles  and  resolution  (referred 
March  27)  indorsing  Smith-Hughes  Bill  now  before 
Congress  concerning  vocational  education  with 
state  aid — that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted;  said  preambles  and  resolution 
rejected. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  preambles 
and  order  (referred  today)  that  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  in  the  name  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston, 
apply  to  the  Public  Service  Commission  for  its 
decision  concerning  changes  to  be  made  at  once 
upon  the  Brookline  Avenue  Bridge— that  the 
preambles  and  order  ought  to  pass. 

Preambles  and  order  passed. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  for  Coun.  Coulthurst, 
for  the  Committee  on  Finance,  submitted  the 
following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  March  27)  that 
$5,000  be  appropriated  and  expended  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  for  plans  for 
construction  of  new  police  station  in  Hyde  Park — 
recommending  the  passage  of  order  in  the  following 
new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
(•$5,000)  be  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  for  plans  and 
construction  of  a  new  police  station  in  Hyde  Park, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  hereby  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

Report  accepted ;  order  given  its  first  reading  and 
passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  second  and  final  reading 
not  earlier  than  fourteen  days  from  date. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  10)  for 
loan  of  $200,000  for  widening  of  Stillman  street, 
and  so  forth — recommending  reference  of  samo  to 
the  Finance  Commission  for  investigation  and 
report. 

Report  accepted:  said  referenoo  ordered. 
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CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

The  Chair  called  up  Nos.  1  and  2,  unfinished 
business,  viz.:  . 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  20,  of  William  H.  Monks  to  be  a 
Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  27,  of  William  C.  Wilson  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Goods.  _ 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee 
— Coun.  Ballantyne  and  Coleman.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


MONEY  FOR  PLAYGROUND,  ALLSTON. 
The  Chair  called  up  No.  3,  unfinished  business, 

3."  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $82,750  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Park 
and  Recreation  Commission  for  the  purchase  of 
land  and  completion  of  park  and  playground  at 
Allston,  and  that  to  meet  the  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  of 
the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount,  viz.: 
520,055  square  feet  of  land $52,650  00 

5  792  square  feet  of  land  with  house  at 
No.  16  and  No.  18  Griggs 
place 1,900  00 

Total  amount  for  land $54,550  00 

Construction,  approximate 
estimate,  grading  and  drain- 
age   $5,000  00 

Walks 2,500  00 

Fencing 5,200  00 

Planting 2,500  00 


Sanitary  building $10,000  00 

Shelter ..       2,000  00 

Playground  apparatus 1,000  00 

• —$28,200  00 

Total $82,750  00 

On  March  20,  1916,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration of  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


CONVENIENCE  STATIONS,  MARINE  PARK. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order— That  the  Park 
and  Recreation  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  erecting 
suitable  convenience  stations  for  men  and  women 
on  Marine  Park,  South  Boston,  and  where,  in  its 
opinion,  suitable  locations  for  the  same  would  be 
situated,  if  same  are  deemed  desirable. 

Passed. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

The  Council  voted,  at  6.29  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  adjourn,  to  meet  on 
Monday,  April  17,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  17,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.   Absent — Coun. 
Storrow. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable 
body,  I  hereby  appoint  the  following-named 
persons  Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the 
term  of  one  year,  beginning  with  the  first  day  of 
May,  1916. 

All  of  the  persons  named  in  this  list  are  reappoint- 
ments.   .- 

Commissions   of   constables   not   named   herein 
will  expire  on  April  30,  1916,  and  such  constables 
are   hereby   removed  from   office  from   and   after 
May  1,  1916,  for  the  good  of  the  service. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Connected  with  Official  Positions,  and  to 
Sekve  Without  Bonds. 
Jacob  Barber,  Edward  A.  Burt,  William  W.  K. 
Campbell,  John  M.  Casev,  John  B.  Cassidy, 
Lloyd  H.  Chase,  John  F.  Coffey,  Michael  F.  Cur- 
ley,  James  F.  Curran,  Thomas  J.  Donnellon,  James 
F.  English,  James  Graham,  Thomas  Jordan, 
Lawrence  J.  Kelly,  Michael  B.  Kenney,  Edward 
J.  Leary,  Edward  A.  McGrath,  John  McLoughlin, 
James  J.  McMorrow,  James  E.  Norton,  Denis  F. 
O'Connell,  James  O'Connor,  John  A.  O'Hearn, 
Thomas  J.  O'Keefe,  Timothy  F.  Regan,  John  J. 
Reilly,  Edward  M.  Richardson,  Frank  B.  Skelton, 
John  J.  Sullivan,  Lewis  R.  Sullivan. 

With  Massachusetts  S.  P.  C.  T.  A. 
Harry  L.  Allen. 

With  Animal  Rescue  League. 
Julian  Codman,  Archibald  McDonald,  Hunting- 
ton Smith,  Frank  J.  Sullivan. 

Authorized  to  Serve  Civil  Process  upon  Filing 
Bonds. 
John  E.  Andrews,  Joseph  K.  Barnes,  David 
Belson,  Louis  M.  Bianco,  Allen  Borofsky,  George 
A.  Borofski,  Thomas  F.  Brett,  George  W.  Brooker, 
Sherman  H.  _  Calderwood,  Raffaele  Camelio, 
Michael  Cangiano,  Daniel  B.  Carmody,  William 
K.  Coburn,  William  S.  Cosgrove,  Anglio  M. 
Cresta,  Philip  R.  Dinsmore,  Robert  J.  Dooley, 
George  G.  Drew,  William  L.  Drohan,  John  A. 
Duggan,  Harold  S.  Eskin,  Frank  R.  FarreU, 
William  L.  Fernandez,  James  Fraser,  Harris 
Friedberg,  Owen  Gallagher,  Paul  R.  Gast,  James 
W.  Gilmore,  Maurice  J.  Glick,  Samuel  Gold- 
krand,  Sears  H.  Grant,  George  W.  Green,  William 
C.  Gregory,  Charles  M.  Griffin,  Joseph  Guttentag, 
Charles  F.  Hale,  George  J.  Hanley,  John  D. 
Harrington,  Otis  H.  Hayes,  Edward  A.  Hewitt, 
Elias  Hirsch,  Thomas  F.  Holden,  Walter  J.  Hope, 
Edward  L.  Hopkins,  Walter  Isidor,  Parker  N. 
Jenkins,  Walter  F.  Keen,  James  P.  Kelly,  William 
H.  Kelly,  Bavil  S.  Kennerson,  Gusteen  I.  Kener- 
son,  Clarence  H.  Knowlton,  Joseph  H.  Knox, 
Morris  F.  Lewenberg,  Antonio  Langarini,  Har- 
land  J.  Lowe,  William  M.  MacDonald,  Salvatore 
Maffei,  James  G.  McCann,  William  J.  McCluskey, 
William  J.  McDermott,  Daniel  J.  McGillicuddy, 
Daniel  Mr(  Iniii'/lc,  '  I '  1 1  c  > :  1 1 :  i :  10.  McKcnlia,  Joseph 
J.  McWeeney,  Edson  T.  Miner,  William  Mogha, 
William  H.  Monks,  Frank  G.  Montague,  Bernard 
M.  Mullen,  William  H.  Murphy,  Arthur  W. 
Nickerson,  Andrew  J.  Norton,  William  I.  Paine, 
Hector  Palladino,  John  J.  Pendoley,  Benjamin 
F.  Powell,  Patrick  F.  Powers,  Robert  Reid, 
Edward  P.  Rice,  St.  ('Inn-  II.  Richardson,  Samuel 
Rosenbaum,  Louis  Rosenthal,  Raphael  Rosnosky, 


Filippo  Silvano,  Samuel  Simon,  Henry  J.  D. 
Small,  Roscoe  A.  Smith,  Anson  Stern,  Daniel  P. 
Sullivan,  John  P.  Sullivan,  Abraham  Susan, 
William  F.  Swain,  William  H.  Swift,  Emil  A. 
Thielsch,  Fred  G.  Trask,  William  H.  Travers, 
Joseph  J.  Twitchell,  Jeremiah  A.  Twomey,  Roman 
J.  Vasil,  Joseph  J.  Vogel,  John  J.  Walsh,  James 
H.  Waugh,  Harry  A.  Webber,  John  F.  Welch, 
Martin  Welch,  Jonathan  Wetherbee,  Fred  J. 
Weyand,  John  W.  Wilkinson,  Frank  Yennaco. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  MINOR  OFFICIALS. 

The  Mayor  submitted  the  appointment  of 
minor  officers  paid  by  fees  for  the  term  of  one  year 
beginning  May  1,  1916,  as  contained  in  City  Docu- 
ment 57. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


SALARY  INCREASES,  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  17,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

There  has  been  criticism  in  the  Council  Chamber 
and  in  the  Press  of  the  increases  in  compensation 
given  certain  employees  of  the  City  Hospital.  The 
impression  the  public  has  received  is  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  expected  that  these 
increases  would  not  be  allowed  until  they  were 
approved  by  the  City  Council,  and  that  the'Mayor 
circumvented  the  trustees  and  the  Council  by  ap- 
proving the  increases  before  the  Council  had  a 
chance  to  accept  or  reject  them.  The  truth  is  the 
simple  answer  to  all  of  this,  and  the  truth  is  that 
the  trustees  requested  the  Mayor  to  approve  the 
increases  so  as  to  make  them  effective  February  1, 
1916,  which  is  twenty-seven  days  prior  to  the  date 
when  the  Council  received  the  budget  from  me. 
The  trustees  in  fixing  these  salaries  were  entirely 
within  then-  legal  rights,  as  the  act  which  incorpo- 
rated the  trustees,  Statutes  1880,  chapter  174,  in  sec- 
tion 6,  expressly  provides  that  they  may  do  so.  My 
approval  of  the  increases  was  given  on  February  7, 
three  days  later  than  date  upon  which  the  trustees 
desired  they  should  take  effect,  but  twenty-one 
days  prior  to  the  date  when  I  submitted  the  budget 
to  the  Council.  The  letter  of  the  trustees  makes 
all  this  clear,  and  it  shows  how  unjust  is  the  criti- 
cism of  the  trustees  and  of  myself  on  this  point,  as 
substantially  every  increase  approved,  with  the 
exception  of  the  firemen  and  furnace  tenders,  which 
demand  for  increases  was  made  by  organized 
labor,  was  granted  to  persons  who  had  been  en- 
gaged from  five  to  twenty-four  years. 

The  letter  of  the  trustees  is  hereto  appended. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Citv  Hospital, 

February  5,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  have  voted  the  following  increases 
in  pay,  to  take  effect  February  1,  1916,  subject  to 
your  Honor's  approval  and  appropriation  therefor. 
Provision  for  the  same  has  been  made  in  the  budget 
submitted  to  your  Honor. 

William  MePherson,  assistant  cook,  from  $64 
to  $68  per  month;  Thomas  Sims,  chef,  from  $25 
to  $30  per  week;  Grace  Lane,  head  bookkeeper, 
from  $18  to  $20  per  week;  Inez  E.  Trafton,  secre- 
tary, from  $19  to  .$21  per  week;  Katherine  A. 
McNulty,  typewriter,  from  $16  to  $18  per  week; 
Mary  A.  Lane,  copyist,  from  $14  to  $16  per  week; 
Ella  L.  Green,  head  clerk,  from  $16  to  $1S  per 
week;  Joanna  E.  Sweeney,  copyist,  from  $12  to 
$14  per  week;  Margaret  Quinn,  copyist,  from  $12 
to  $14  per  week;  Agnes  G.  Wright,  copyist,  from 
$16  to  $18  per  week;    Helen  G.  Carolan,  copyist, 

from  $]2  to  $1-1   per  week  ;     Joseph    Harnm     ee i 

orderly,  from  $30  to  $35  per  mouth;  George  H. 
Jonah,  steward,  from  $95  to  $100  per  month;  John 
Daly,  laundryman,  from  $55  to  $03  per  month; 
1'Veil  ('.  Way,  supervisor,  In, hi  S..I)  [o  855  per 
month;  Morris  Ginsberg,  nurse,  operating  Loom 
from  .$50  to  $60  per  month;  Joseph  P.  Martin, 
apothecary's  assistant,  from  $02.50  to  $70  per 
month;  Ellis  Reed,  apothecary's  assistant,  from 
$25  to  $28  per  month;   Charlos  Skorey,  electrician, 
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from  $22  to  $25  per  week;  George  E.  Coburn, 
engineer's  clerk,  from  $14  to  $15  per  week;  Roy 
Smith,  chef,  from  $65  to  $70  per  month;  Dr.  Wil- 
liam J.  Brickleyl  resident  physician,  from  $2,000 
to  $2,500  per  year;  Dr.  Samuel  W.  Ellsworth, 
physician  for  X-ray  service,  from  $1,800  to  $2,000 
per  year;  Daniel  J.  Donovan,  chief  engineer,  from 
$1,800  to  $1,900  per  year;  *Thomas  Clark,  ambu- 
lance driver,  from  $17.50  to  $18.50  per  week; 
Michael  H.  Brown,  jobber,  from  $12  to  $14  per 
week;  Luke  F.  McDermott,  jobber,  from  $9  to  $10 
per  week;  Robert  J.  Perchard,  jobber,  from  $9  to 
$10  per  week;  John  Ward,  jobber,  from  $9  to  $10 
per  week;  Russell  H.  Spencer,  supervisor,  from  $50 
to  $55  per  month;  four  porters  at  South  Depart- 
ment, from  $4.67  to  $7  per  week;  engineers,  from 
$21  to  $23  per  week;  porters  and  furnace  tenders 
(Relief  Stations),  from  $16  to  $17  per  week;  one 
laundryman,  from  $14.50  to  $15  per  week;  one 
laundryman,  from  $12.50  to  $13  per  week;  two 
laundrymen,  from  $11.50  to  $12  per  week;  one 
laundryman,  from  $10  to  $11  per  week;  one  gauze 
sorter,  from  $10  to  $11  per  week;  two  laundrymen, 
from  $9  to  $10  per  week;  1  laundryman,  from  $7 
to  $9  per  week;  1  laundryman,  from  $7  to  $9  per 
week;  1  laundryman  (Relief  Station),  from  $14.50 
to  $15  per  week. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees, 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.  Shuman, 
President  Board  of  Trustees. 

Approved  by  Mayor  February  7,  1916. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


HIGHWAY   LOANS. 
The  following  was  received: 

•    City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners requesting  the  adoption  of  two  orders  for 
highway  loans,  one  in  the  sum  of  $500,000  for 
radial  highways  and  the  other  in  the  sum  of 
$500,000  for  the  acceptance  of  residential  streets. 

In  ray  opinion  a  loan  authorizing  the  expendi- 
ture of  $500,000  for  radial  highways  should  be 
approved,  as  set  forth  in  the  communication  of  the 
Street  Commission,  but  I  believe  it  would  be  inad- 
visable to  authorize  a  loan  in  excess  of  $300,000 
for  the  acceptance,  laying  out  and  construction  of 
new  streets. 

I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  by  your 
honorable  body  of  the  two  orders  herewith  ap- 
pended. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

March  22,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — If  the  two  orders  for  highway  loans, 
one  for  $500,000  for  radial  highways  and  one  for 
5500,000  for  the  acceptance  of  residential  streets, 
now  pending  before  the  City  Council,  are  passed  and 
approved  by  you,  this  Board  would  make  the 
following  recommendations: 

For  Radial  Highways. 

Widen  Hyde  Park  avenue,  from  the  old 
Boston  line  to  Cieary  square,  Hyde 
Park,  estimated  cost $175,000  00 

Complete  the  widening  of  Norfolk 
street,  Dorchester,  from  Corbet 
street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue,  estimated 
cost 125,000  00 

Extend  Belgrade  avenue,  West  Rox- 
bury,  to  Beech  street,  and  widen 
Beech  street  to  Centre  street,  esti- 
mated cost 110,000  00 

Widen  Charles  street,  city  proper,  from 
the  corner  of  Beacon  street  for  a 
distance  of  about  80  feet,  estimated 
cost 19,000  00 

Complete  the  widening  of  Chauncy 
street,  city  proper,  between  Summer 
and  Bedford  streets,  estimated  cost,      95,000  00 

$524,000  00 


*  Mr.  Clark  now  receives  $14.     He  is  to  receive 
1.50  in  lieu  of  meals,  plus  $1  increase=$18.50. 


These  are  all  needed  improvements.  It  is  the 
intention  to  make  Hyde  Park  avenue  80  feet  wide 
as  in  West  Roxbury. 

Norfolk  street,  from  Codman  square  to  Corbet 
street,  was  widened  in  1912.  At  that  time  it  waa 
the  intention  to  widen  the  street  to  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue, but  the  appropriation  was  insufficient.  Unless 
this  improvement  is  completed  no  great  advantage 
can  result  from  the  widening  of  Norfolk  street  as 
already  made. 

The  Belgrade  avenue  improvement  is  much 
needed  in  the  interest  of  safety  and  better  street 
ear  service.  As  between  Belgrade  avenue  exten- 
sion and  the  Centre  street  widening  citizens  of 
West  Roxbury  and  representatives  of  improve- 
ment associations  unanimously  agreed  at  a  recent 
public  hearing  that  the  former  was  preferable  at 
this  time  and  of  greater  benefit  to  the  community. 

A  large  apartment  house  is  to  be  erected  on 
Beacon  street,  at  the  corner  of  Charles  street.  In 
the  opinion  of  this  Board,  Charles  street  ought  to 
be  widened.  As  buildings  are  demolished  on  this 
street  from  time  to  time,  advantage  ought  to  be 
taken  of  the  opportunity  to  get  the  necessary  land 
for  the  widening  without  being  obliged  to  pay  for 
building  damages. 

If  this  proposed  apartment  building  is  erected 
on  the  existing  property  lines  it  will  delay  the 
widening  of  Charles  street  for  many  years  to 
come.  Teaming  traffic  is  growing  steadily  in  this 
street  and  the  roadway  is  too  narrow  to  care  for 
it  now  and  to  permit  of  the  proper  operation  of 
service  cars  on  the  double  line  of  tracks  already 
there. 

It  is  the  intention  of  this  Board  to  take  a  10- 
foot  strip  from  the  lot  at  the  corner  of  Beacon 
street  when  the  present  building  shall  have  been 
removed.  A  representative  of  the  owner  of  the 
land  has  agreed  with  this  Board  to  let  the  city 
have  the  land  for  its  assessed  value. 

The  completion  of  the  widening  of  Chauncy 
street,  between  Summer  and  Bedford  streets, 
ought  to  be  undertaken  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  With  your  approval  this  Board  has 
already  widened  the  street  for  a  distance  of  about 
110  feet  north  of  Bedford  street.  This  was  done 
when  the  Board  found  that  two  old  buildings  on 
the  street  were  being  removed.  The  city  had  to 
pay  for  the  land  only. 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  this  is  one  of  the  best 
of  the  recent  highway  improvements  made  by  the 
city,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  added  taxable 
values  and  from  the  standpoint  of  public  utility. 
With  the  completion  of  this  improvement  this 
Board  believes  that  a  new  retail  street  will  be 
opened,  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  relieve  some 
of  the  congestion  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington, 
Summer  and  Winter  streets.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
expect  that  by  this  improvement  the  taxable  land 
values  on  Chauncy  street  will  increase  from  $15 
to  $20  a  foot  in  the  immediate  future. 

In  the  rebuilding  after  the  Boston  fire  this 
widening  was  planned.  A  building  on  the  corner 
of  Summer  street  was  set  back  10  feet  from  the 
Chauncy  street  line.  A  jog  was  left  in  Chauncy 
street  all  these  years.  There  is  another  jog  now 
at  the  corner  of  Bedford  street,  leaving  a  projec- 
tion of  buildings  for  about  150  feet  midway  in 
Chauncy  street,  between  Summer  and  Bedford 
streets.  Pedestrian  traffic  has  increased  greatly  in 
Chauncy  street,  due  to  the  subway  station  re- 
cently opened  on  this  street,  and'it  will  be  further 
greatly  increased  when  the  new  subway  to  Andrew 
square  is  opened  to  traffic.  With  these  changes 
in  conditions  a  wider  Chauncy  street  is  needed. 

For  Residential  Streets. 
This  Board  has  before  it  requests  for  the  accep- 
tance   of   a   large   number    of    residential    streets, 
particularly   in    Dorchester,    West    Roxbury    and 
Brighton.     The    total    estimated    cost    of    these 
streets  is  over  one  million  dollars.     If  $500, 000  is 
allowed  for  such  streets  this  Board  will,  as  hereto- 
fore, lay  out  such  streets  as  are  developed  or  give 
immediate  prospect  of  development.     The  accep- 
tance   of   residential   streets   encourages    develop- 
ment, thus  adding  to  the  city's  financial  resources 
by  making  tax  values  that  do  not  now  exist. 
Very  truly  yours, 
J.  J.  O'Callaghan,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ($500,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
for  Highways,  Malting  of,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  661  of  the  Acts  of  1912,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
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City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ($300,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated, 
for  Highways,  Making  of,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  393  of  the  Acts  of  1906,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time, 
upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


HIGH  PRESSURE   FIRE   SERVICE. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
requesting  the  appropriation  of  $165,000  for  the 
High  Pressure  Fire  Service,  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order  by 
your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjrley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  April  14,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  an  appropriation 
of  $165,000  be  made  by  the  City  Council  for  the 
High  Pressure  Fire  Service,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  312  of  the  Acts  of  1911,  to  provide  for 
the  laying  of  2\  miles  of  pipe  during  the  present 
year  and  the  building  of  an  island  for  the  pumping 
station. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  F.  Mcephy, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  thousand  dollars  ($165,000)  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  for  the  High  Pressure  Fire 
Service,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  312  of 
the  Acts  of  1911,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


IMPROVEMENT    OF    CAROLINA    AVENUE 
PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Park  Commission  rela- 
tive to  the  improvement  of  the  Carolina  Avenue 
Playground,  and  respectfully  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curlet,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

April  3,  1916. 
Hon.  James.  M.  Curlcy, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  relative  to  the 
Carolina  Avenue  Playground,  I  would  respectfully 
state  that  this  playground  was  purchased  for 
twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  dollars  in  July, 
1912.  On  May  20,  1913,  an  appropriation  of 
twelve  thousand  (12,000)  dollars  was  made  to 
complete  said  playground.  Of  this  amount, 
ninety-one  hundred  fifteen  (9,115)  dollars  was 
paid  for  a  locker  building.  The  balance  of  twenty- 
eight  hundred  eighty-five  (2,885)  dollars  was  used 
for  grading  purposes. 

At  the  present  time  this  playground  is  in  poor 
condition  and  should  be  fixed  up  as  soon  as  money 
can  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  I  would 
not  recommend  the  purchase  of  additional  land, 
but  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  eati 
mate  by  our  engineer  to  place  the  playground  as  it 
stands  at  present  in  proper  condition: 


Grading $2,500  00 

325  linear  feet  retaining  wall  at  $6 ...  .  1,950  00 
1,440  linear  feet  baseball  fence,  10  feet 

high,  at  $2.50 3,600  00 

350  linear  feet  iron  picket  fence  at  $2. .  700  00 

700  linear  feet  tennis  fence  at  $1.30. . .  910  00 

Shelter 1,000  00 

Apparatus 800  00 

Planting 500  00 


$11,960  00 


Respectfully, 
John  H.  Dillon,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $12,000  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Park  Commission  for  the  improvement 
of  Carolina  Avenue  Playground,  and  that  the  City 
Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


LIGHT  AREAS,  KING'S  CHAPEL  BURIAL 

GROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  17,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

Chapter  263  of  the  Acts  of  1913  brought  within 
the  boundary  lines  of  King's  Chapel  Burial  Ground 
two  sunken  light  areas,  and  to  the  use  of  which  in 
my  opinion  the  Trustees  of  the  Kimball  Building 
Trust  are  entitled. 

I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order  which,  if  approved  by  your 
honorable  body,  will  authorize  the  execution  of  an 
agreement  as  set  forth. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjrley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  Two  sunken  light  areas  were  by  chapter 
263  of  the  Acts  of  1913  brought  within  the  bound- 
ary lines  of  King's  Chapel  Burial  Ground;    and 

Whereas,  Said  light  areas  still  remain  and 
furnish  light  and  air  to  the  addition  to  the  Kimball 
Building,  so  called,  being  erected  on  the  boundary 
fine  of  said  burial  ground;  and 

Whereas,  The  Trustees  of  the  Kimball  Building 
Trust  are  desirous  of  having  said  areas  remain  open 
for  the  purposes  of  light  and  ventilation ; 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  city  an  agreement  to  permit  said 
areas  to  remain  open,  provided  that  such  agreement 
shall  be  revocable  at  any  time  by  the  city  on  six 
months'  notice,  and  provided  further  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  Kimball  Building  Trust  maintain 
the  light  areas  in  a  clean  and  proper  condition,  and 
construct  over  them  suitable  iron  gratings  of 
sufficient  strength  to  prevent  any  person  from 
stepping  or  falling  into  the  same. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


TRANSFER   TO  LIBRARY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  request  of 
the  president  of  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Public 
library,  which  I  transmit  herewith,  I  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order  for  the 
transfer  of  $5,305.16  from  the  appropriation  for 
Central  Library  Building  Addition,  Site,  to  the 
appropriation  for  Central  Library  Building  Addi- 
tion, etc. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

April  10,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  desire  to  report  to  you 
on  the  condition  of  tho  appropriation  for  the  addi- 
tion to  the  Library  Building.     Tho  appropriation 
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for  the  site  was  $130,000.  The  site  has  been 
acquired  for  $124,694.84,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$5,305.16  unexpended. 

The  appropriation  for  the  building  and  steam 
heating  plant  was  $170,000.  The  lowest  bids  for 
the  construction  of  the  building  and  steam  heating 
plant,  which  the  architect  recommends  us  to 
accept,  amount  to  $151,874.  There  should  be 
added  to  this  for  architect's  fees  and  contingencies 
$12,606.  This  will  make  the  total  cost  of  the  build- 
ing and  steam  heating  plant  $164,480,  leaving  an 
unexpended  balance  of  $5,520.  In  view  of  the 
unprecedented  rise  in  steel  and  building  materials 
during  the  past  three  months  we  regard  this  as  a 
satisfactory  result. 

We  desire  that  the  unexpended  balance  of 
$5,305.16  from  the  site  appropriation  be  transferred 
to  the  building  appropriation,  upon  which  we 
should  then  have  a  balance  of  $10,825.16  to  apply 
to  the  stack  or  necessary  fittings  for  the  building. 
This  would  enable  us  to  accept  bids  which  we  now 
have,  and  which  we  regard  as  very  desirable  for  the 
city  to  accept,  for  two  stacks  which  we  may  say  are 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  immediate  use  of 
the  building  when  constructed. 
I  remain, 

Yours  sincerely, 
J.  H.  Benton,  President. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  unexpended  balance 
of  the  appropriation  for  Central  Library  Building 
Addition,  Site,  amounting  to  $5,305. 10,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Central  Library  Building  Addition,  etc. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALE   OF  OLD   MATERIAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  in 
relation  to  the  sale  of  old  material,  which  is  self- 
explanatory. 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  authorizing  the  sale  as  requested. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  April  6,  1916. 
To  the  Mayor  of  Boston: 

Upon  March  27,  1916,  permission  was  given  by 
you  to  sell,  after  due  advertisement,  old  copper, 
brass,  rope  and  iron,  the  property  of  the  Bridge 
and  Ferry  Division,  Ferry  Service,  value  not  to 
exceed  $500.  Bids  on  this  sale  were  opened 
March  30,  1916,  and  when  the  material  was 
weighed  the  amount  was  far  in  excess  of  the 
estimate  furnished. 

This  material  is  now  stored  on  the  ferryboat 
"Noddle  Island,"  which  has  just  been  overhauled, 
and  I  am  anxious  to  put  this  boat  in  commission 
as  soon  as  possible.  I  therefore  request  that  you 
ask  permission  of  the  City  Council  to  sell  same, 
total  amount  not  to  exceed  $650. 
Respectfully, 

E.  F.  Murphy, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  authorized  to  sell  for  the  sum  of  not  less 
than  $625  a  quantity  of  old  copper,  brass,  rope  and 
iron,  the  property  of  the  Bridge  and  Ferry  Divi- 
sion, the  amount  received  to  be  credited  to  general 
revenue. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PLANS,   CHELSEA  SOUTH   BRIDGE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  17,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  request- 
ing an  appropriation  of  $20,000  for  plans  and 
borings  in  connection  with  the  Chelsea  South 
Bridge,  and  I  accordingly  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully  yours, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

April  5,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  sum  of 
$20,000  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  making 
surveys,  borings,  engineering  studies  and  plans 
for  new  Chelsea  South  Bridge,  or  that  sufficient 
funds  be  transferred  for  this  work  from  the  appro- 
priations for  Chelsea  Bridge  South,  Temporary 
Bridge,  and  for  Chelsea  Bridge  North. 

The  inclosed  report  of  the  division  engineer  of 
the  Bridge  and  Ferry  Division  relative  to  the 
matter  is  respectfully  forwarded  for  your  informa- 
tion. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  F.  Murphy, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Bridge  and  Ferry  Division,  April  3,  1916. 
Mr.  Edward  F.  Murphy, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

Dear  Sir, — I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to 
conditions  at  Chelsea  south  draw.  The  existing 
bridge  was  built  in  1914  as  a  temporary  structure 
to  replace  the  old  draw,  which  was  in  such  condi- 
tion that  the  operation  of  cars  over  it  was  becom- 
ing dangerous.  The  temporary  bridge  occupies  a 
large  area  of  the  Mystic  Playground  and  a  part  of 
the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  property,  in  accord- 
ance with  an  agreement  expiring  in  July,  1919. 

It  was  built  with  the  idea  that  the  length  of  life 
would  probably  not  be  over  five  years  and  so,  as  a 
measure  of  economy,  second-hand  materials  were 
allowed,  provided  that  they  were  of  good  enough 
quality  to  last  for  the  estimated  period  of  time. 
If  the  life  of  this  structure  exceeds  five  years,  it  is 
probable  that  very  extensive  repairs  will  be  neces- 
sary and  considerable  inconvenience  caused  travel 
while  these  are  being  made.  In  the  apportion- 
ment proceedings  which  have  taken  place,  the 
counsel  for  the  City  of  Boston  argued  to  have  an 
apportionment  of  cost  of  a  permanent  bridge  at 
this  location,  based  on  the  fact  that  the  city  showed 
good  faith  and  intended  to  move  in  the  matter  by 
its  construction  of  a  temporary  bridge  at  this  point 
to  carry  travel  while  a  new  permanent  bridge  was 
being  built,  and  this  argument  was  a  potent  one 
in  aiding  the  apportionment  commission  to  make 
its  decision  that  such  an  apportionment  should  be 
made. 

If  the  city  waits  in  the  matter  until  the  temporary 
bridge  is  in  bad  condition,  severe  criticism  will  be 
made  of  its  tardiness  and  delay.  As  a  minimum 
estimate  of  time  at  least  three  years^  would  be 
required  for  surveys,  borings,  engineering  studies 
and  plans,  procuring  approval  from  State  and 
Federal  government  officials,  and  for  the  con- 
struction of  foundations  and  superstructure. 

The  estimated  cost  of  a  permanent  bridge  of 
steel,  on  masonry  foundations,  with  a  bascule 
draw,  as  given  in  "the  apportionment  evidence,  was 
$403,015,  but  at  the  present  time,  owing  to  more 
stringent  requirements  of  the  Public  Service  Com- 
mission and  the  increased  cost  of  materials,  it  is 
probable  that  about  $450,000  will  be  needed. 
The  City  of  Boston  is  to  pay  the  cost  in  the  first 
instance,  and  it  is  to  be  partly  reimbursed  by  the 
cities  of  Chelsea  and  Revere  and  the  Bay  State 
Street  Railway  Company. 

In  the  report  of  the  special  commission  it  is  stated: 

"As  to  the  South  Draw  of  said  Chelsea  Bridge. 
"  For  the  reasons  heretofore  given  that  the  draw 
benefits  Boston  alone,  we  think  it  just  and  equitable 
and  apportion  upon  the  City  of  Boston  33$  per  cent 
of  the  total  cost  of  the  construction  of  said  tempo- 
rary and  permanent  south  draw  of  said  bridge,  and 
of  the  balance  of  said  total  cost  of  said  temporary 
and  permanent  south  draw  of  said  bridge  we  think 
it  just  and  equitable  and  we  rule  that  each  of  said 
cities  should  pay  a  share  of  the  cost  of  construction 
of  the  same,  and  we  apportion  to  each  of  them  as 
its  share  of  said  balance  of  the  cost  the  following 
percentages,  namely: 

City  of  Boston 62  J  per  cent 

City  of  Chelsea 17 \  per  cent 

Town  of  Revere 5    per  cent 

And  we  think  it  just  and  equitable  that 
the  Bay  State  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany should  pay  a  share  of  the  cost 
of  construction  of  the  same  and  we 
assess  upon  it 15    per  cent 

As  the  balance  of  said  sum 100  per  cent" 
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A  compromise  was  entered  into  between  the 
City  of  Boston  and  the  Bay  State  Street  Railway 
Company  by  which  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  the 
latter  is  reduced  to  some  extent.  A  summary  of 
the  reasons  for  immediate  action  is  as  follows: 

A  large  area  of  the  Mystic  Playground  is  now 
occupied  which  should  be  turned  back  to  its 
legitimate  use  for  park  and  recreation  purposes  as 
soon  "as  possible.  The  assessed  value  of  the  area 
occupied  is  $9,000.  The  agreement  with  the 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  for  the  use  of  its  property 
by  the  city  for  the  temporary  bridge  expires  in 
July,  1919,  or  in  about  three  years. 

The  maintenance  cost  will  be  heavy  and  trouble 
will  be  caused  to  travel  by  the  extensive  repairs 
that  will  be  required  in  a  few  years.  A  serious 
inconvenience  to  travel  already  exists,  due  to  the 
deflection  of  all  travel  around  four  bends  and  due 
to  the  congestion  at  the  narrow  roadway  of  the 
temporary  draw  span,  where  there  is  but  room  for 
two  lines  of  roadway  travel  and  teams  have  to 
follow  in  behind  street  cars.  As  already  stated, 
at  least  three  years  will  be  required  for  the  work 
and  in  fairness  to  other  parties  concerned  in  the 
apportionment  the  bridge  should  be  built  as  soon 
as  possible. 

As  the  surveys,  borings,  engineering  studies  and 
plans  will  take  about  a  year,  I  do  not  believe  it 
necessary  that  a  loan  for  the  whole  amount  should 
be  issued  at  present,  but  there  should  be  at  least 
$20,000  borrowed  in  the  immediate  future  on  loan 
for  Chelsea  Bridge  South  to  provide  for  surveys, 
borings,  patent  rights,  if  necessary,  and  engineering 
plans.  It  is  possible  that  instead  of  this  method 
of  getting  the  money  that  two  orders  might  be  put 
through  the  City  Council,  if  the  latter  should  agree, 
transferring  sufficient  funds  from  the  appropriation 
for  Chelsea  Bridge  South,  Temporary  Bridge,  and 
from  Chelsea  Bridge  North  for  this  purpose. 
Respectfully  yours, 

John  E.  Caety, 

Division  Engineer. 

Ordered,  That  the  unexpended  balance  for 
Chelsea  North  Bridge,  amounting  to  $16,867.64, 
be  transferred  to  the  appropriation  for  Chelsea 
Bridge  South,  and  that  this  sum,  together  with  the 
amount  now  available  for  Chelsea  Bridge  South, 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  making  sur- 
veys, borings,  engineering  studies  and  plans  of 
new  permanent  Chelsea  South  Bridge. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Frank  D.  Ambrosio,  for  compensation  for  a 
window  broken  at  5  Franklin  avenue  by  a  wagon 
of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Michael  Caughey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  highway  opposite  59  Fleet 
street. 

Peter  Cleary,  for  compensation  for  damages  by 
sewage  at  48  Conant  street. 

Evelyn  Lee  Converse,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
expense  incurred  because  of  the  backing  up  of 
sewage  at  254  and  256  Beacon  street. 

Mrs.  J.  Croke,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
7  Josephine  street  by  overflow  of  sewer. 

Sarah  Cutler,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  the  corner  of  Cotting  and  Lowell 
streets.^ 

Harris  N.  Dickerman,  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  63!  and  639  Morton  street  by  over- 
flow of  hydrant  at  Wellington  Hill  street. 

Charles  Downey,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  1106  Tremont  street  by  a  defective  sewer. 

Drobreis  &  Green,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  023,  625  and  627  Morton  street  by  overflow  of 
hydrant  in  Wellington  Hill  street. 

Katherine  E.  Farrell,  for  compensation  for 
damages  by  defective  sewer  at  19  Conant  street. 

Mrs.  Albert  B.  Fotch,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim 
on  account  of  a  fall  on  sidewalk. 

Maurice  M.  Healey  ct  al.,  employees  of  Tora- 
folirde  &  Co.,  for  compensation  for  loss  sustained 
because  of  the  bursting  of  water  pipe  in  Scollay 

sc|u:l.re. 

Harry  M.  Hebard,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  on  Norfolk  street,  in  front  of  the 
Edmund  P.  Tileston  Schoolhouse. 


Hemine  London,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  on 
account  of  injuries  caused  by  a  defect  at  North 
Market  street. 

John  T.  Lundstrom,  to  be  paid  expense  of 
repairs  on  sewer  in  Fairview  street. 

John  J.  and  Ellen  Mahoney,  for  compensation 
for  damages  at  529  Geneva  avenue  by  a  City 
Hospital  ambulance. 

Eugene  Monahan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  auto  truck  by  a  city  ash  team. 

John  Nugent,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defective  sidewalk  at  Wilson  park, 
Brighton. 

George  Patterson,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  a  fall  on  sidewalk. 

Mary  B.  Price,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  a  fall  on  steps  of  the  Armory  Building, 
corner  Bremen  and  Maverick  streets. 

Margaret  Quill,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  sidewalk. 

Albert  A.  Rigby,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
to  his  son  and  damage  to  clothing  by  a  fire  chief's 
car  at  corner  of  Belvidere  and  Dalton  streets. 

Joseph  Rosen,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
2  Parkman  street  and  40  North  Russell  street  by 
water  from  a  defective  pipe. 

Mary  Rosen,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
2  Parkman  street  and  40  North  Russell  street  by 
water  from  a  defective  pipe.  • 

Sylvestre    Santospirito,    for    compensation    for 
damages  by  leak  in  water  pipe  at  165-169  Norfolk 
.  street,  Dorchester. 

Goldie  Schwartz,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  a  defect  in  sidewalk  on  Poplar  street, 
at  Spring  street. 

Daniel  M.  Shea,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
to  son  received  at  Parker  Hill  reservoir  property. 

Michael  Solari,  for  compensation  for  damages 
by  surface  water  at  49  Leyden  street. 

Zeman-Amdur  Company,  to  be  paid  expense  of 
repairing  drain  at  105  and  107  Beach  street  because 
of  defective  sewer  in  said  street. 

Annie  E.  and  Agnes  M.  French,  for  compensation 
for  damages  by  surface  water  at  112  I  street. 

Arthur  A.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  building,  Sumner  Hall,  East  Boston,  because  of 
the  breaking  of  clock  weights  in  tower  of  said 
building. 

Hyman  Krinsky,  to  be  repaid  amount  paid  by 
him  for  a  street  occupation  permit. 

Morrison  &  Shief,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  auto  truck  by  a  city  team. 

August  Bencks,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  498  Third  street,  South  Boston,  by  surface 
water. 

Jasper  Gray,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  and  damage  to  clothing  by  an  alleged 
defect  corner  Blackstone  and  Fulton  streets. 

William  Gramzow,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  automobile  by  a  defect  in  Cherry  street,  near 
Nos.  17  and  19. 

Kussmaul's  Express,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  auto  truck  by  alleged  defect  in  Beach  street, 
near  Kingston  street. 

Mary  E.  Rafferty,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  at  33  Taft  street,  Dor- 
chester. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  in  public  places  of  amuse- 
ment, viz.: 

Frieda  Cohen,  for  Edith  Mayer  and  others, 
at  Fauntleroy  Hall  on  the  evening  of  May  9. 

M.  Theresa  Connell,  for  Rosemary  Cannon  and 
others,  at  Horticultural  Hall  on  the  evening  of 
May  1. 

A.  M.  Crowell,  for  Paul  Donnelly  and  others, 
at  the  Arena  Hall  on  the  evening  of  April  29. 

A.  L.  DeNoyer,  for  Pauline  Mason,  at  Copley- 
Plaza  Hall  on  the  afternoon  of  April  28. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Marden,  Jr.,  for  Helen  Lord 
and  others,  at  Dudley  Hall  on  the  evening  of 
May  31. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Marden,  Jr.,  for  Florence 
Welch  and  others,  at  Owls'  Hall  on  the  evening  of 
June  7. 

Maria  Paporello,  for  A.  Stchoritz  and  others,  at 
Jordan  Hall  on  the  evening  of  April  29. 

Sheinfein  Lodge  Degree  Association,  for  Lillian 
Silverman  and  Helen  Kerner,  at  Lorimor  Hall  on 
the  evening  of  April  19. 

Lilla  Viles  Wyman,  for  Helen  Mann  and  others, 
at  Horticultural  Hall  on  the  afternoon  of  April  14. 

Petitions  were  received  for  licenses  i"  -'II,  renl 
or  lease  firearms  as  follows,  viz.: 

Samuel  J.  Beokwith  &  Co.,  170  Washington 
street,  Ward  5. 
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Jacob  Cohen,  16  Main  street,  Ward  4. 

Philip  Friedman,  129  Dover  street,  Ward  6. 

Eehel  Hermon,  164  Merrimac  street,  Ward  5. 

Hyde  Park  Loan  Company,  49  Fairmount  ave- 
nue, Ward  24. 

Samuel  I.  Rosenberg,  11  Green  street,  Ward  5. 

M.  Weinfeld  &  Co.,  315  Hanover  street,  Ward  5. 

Petitions  for  sidewalks,  viz.: 

Lars  H.  Kjer  et  al,  for  sidewalks  on  Spring  Park 
avenue,  between  Centre  street  and  Chestnut  avenue. 

Jennie  M.  Dustin,  for  sidewalks  on  Amherst 
street,  between  Penfield  street  and  Belgrade  avenue. 

Petitions  for  retirement  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914: 

Thomas  Flynn,  Timothy  T.  Flynn,  James 
Harris. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  seven  newsboys  and 
nine  vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  Tuesday,  April  18,  at 
2.30  p.  m.,  on  petition  of  Bay  State  Street  Rail- 
way Company  for  11th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   LOCATION. 

A  copy  of  an  order  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  granting  the  Bay^  State 
Street  Railway  Company  right  for  additional 
tracks  on  Hyde  Park  avenue  and  Ashland  street, 
11th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


EXTENSION   OF   TIME. 

A  copy  of  an  order  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  granting  extension  of  time  to  West 
End  Street  Railway  Company  for  work  on  346th 
location. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  Tuesday,  April  18,  at 
2.30  p.  m.,  on  petition  of  West  End  Street  Rail- 
way Company  for  475th  and  476th  locations. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   LOCATIONS. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  granting  West  End  Street  Railway 
Company  right  of  relocation  of  tracks.  475th  loca- 
tion, and  relocation  of  tracks,  476th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  Tuesday,  April  11,  at 
10.30  a.  m.,  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way Company  for  location  of  post  at  Egleston 
square  elevated  station. 

Placed  on  file. 


STREET   RAILWAY   POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor's  office, 
Cambridge,  of  appointment  of  George  W.  Murphy 
et  al.  as  street  railway  police  officers  for  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company. 

Placed  on  file. 


SECOND   ASSISTANT   ASSESSORS. 

Notice  was  received  by  the  City  Clerk  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Patrick  J.  Monahan  et  al.  as  second  assist- 
ant assessors. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

The  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appoint- 
ments, certified  copies  of  the  same  having  been 
sent  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  viz. : 

Joseph  P.  Manning,  Hospital  Trustee. 

Thoznas  D.  O'Connor,  Schoolhouse  Commis- 
sioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

The  City  Auditor  submitted  a  quarterly  state- 
ment of  money  expended  by  the  Mayor  and  the 
City  Council  for  contingent  expenses  (Document 
54). 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULES. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  submitted 
a  report  of  cost  of  sidewalk  construction  on  Adams 
street,  between  Dickens  and  Leonard  streets,  and 
Dickens  street,  between  Adams  and  Clayton 
streets,  and  recommended  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  schedule 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the  sums  set 
against  their  respective  names  as  their  proportional 
parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks  at  their 
estates  bordering  on  Adams  and  Dickens  streets, 
and  the  same  is  ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice 
given  to  the  parties  as  aforesaid,  the  amount  of 
same  being  $1,503.55. 

The  order  was  passed. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Charles  G.  Dewey,  keeping  of  gasolene,  44  Alban 
street. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  as  follows: 

439  Albany  street,  Ward  9. 

Bartlett  and  Washington  streets. 

East  First  street. 

Guild  and  Washington  streets. 

552  Harrison  avenue. 

Sullivan  square. 

Commonwealth  Garage,  Inc.,  keeping  and  sale 
of  gasolene,  9S  Brighton  avenue. 

Fred  Edwards,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  530 
Columbia  road,  Dorchester. 

Farnham  Garage,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
rear  568  Columbia  road,  Dorchester. 

John  Berlo,  keeping  of  gasolene,  1744  Columbia 
road,  South  Boston. 

J.  H.  Gavin,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  358 
Dudley  street. 

Wiley  &  Lyons,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
358  Dudley  street. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Murphy,  keeping  of  gasolene,  372 
Dudley  street. 

National  Lead  Company  of  Massachusetts, 
keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene;  47  Farnsworth  street, 
South  Boston. 

Bay  State  Belting  Company,  keeping  and  sale 
of  celluloid,  acetone  and  ether,  122  West  First 
street,  South  Boston. 

J.  H.  Corney,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  815 
Fourth  street,  South  Boston. 

West  Roxbury  Trap  Rock  Company,  keeping  of 
dynamite  and  exploders,  corner  Grove  and  Centre 
streets,  West  Roxbury. 

Fenway  Garage  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
^gasolene,  169-181  Ipswich  street. 

Margaret  A.  Brazil],  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
24  Lawton  street. 

E.  Van  Noorden  &  Co.,  keeping  of  gasolene,  100 
Magazine  street,  Roxbury.  * 

C.  A.  Woodsome,  keeping  of  gasolene,  21  Mel- 
ville avenue,  Dorchester. 

Thomas  H.  Corrigan,  keeping  of  dynamite,  Mil- 
ton street,  Hyde  Park. 

Charles  H.  K.  Skillin,  keeping  and  sale  of  gas- 
olene, 116  Park  street,  Dorchester. 

L.  F.  Hewitson,  keeping  of  gasolene,  337  Park 
street,  Dorchester. 

B.  S.  Ferguson,  keeping  of  gasolene,  176  Seaver 
street,  Roxbury. 

Star  Brewing  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene,  69 
Shirley  street,  Roxbury. 


APRIL    17,    1916. 


56 


Walk  Hill  Garage  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  726  Walk  Hill  street. 

Continental  Dye  House,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
3359  Washington  street,  West  Roxbury. 

B.  E.  Brewster,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  637 
Washington  street,  Dorchester. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  3,  of  Peter  F.  Kerr,  to  be  a  Weigher 
of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Coleman  and  Ballantyne.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6,  and  the  appoint- 
ment was  confirmed. 


APPROPRIATIONS   FOR   SEWERAGE 
WORKS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  the  following  num- 
bers, unfinished  business,  viz.: 

2.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  as  amended  by  chapter 
204  of  the  Acts  of  1908,  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  ($600,000)  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  sewerage 
works,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  March  27  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  9. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 

3.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 348  of  the  Acts  of  1912  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars  ($400,000)  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the_  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  the  con- 
struction of  sewerage  works  in  the  Charles  River 
Basin  drainage  area,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

On  March  27  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  9. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 


APPROPRIATIONS   FOR   VARIOUS   PARKS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  the  following  num- 
bers, unfinished  business,  viz.: 

4.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the  Park 
and  Recreation  Commission  for  the  improvement 
of  North  End  Park  and  pier,  and  that  to  meet  said  I 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

On  March  27  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  9. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the  Park 
and  Recreation  Commission  for  the  completion  of 
the  Parker  Hill  Playground,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of  B6ston  to  said  amount. 

On  March  27  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  9. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 

6.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $149,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the.Park 
and  Recreation  Commission  for  the  improvement 
of  Savin  Hill  Playground  and  Beach,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  re- 
quest of  the  Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston  to 
said  amount. 

On  March  27  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  9. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  G,  nays  0. 


PLANS  FOR  POLICE  STATION,  HYDE  PARK. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  7,  viz.: 

7.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  ($5,000)  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  for 
plans  and  construction  of  a  new  police  station  in 
Hyde  Park,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  hereby  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  "of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  said  amount. 

On  April  3  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 


ROPING  OFF  STREETS,  MARATHON  RACE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Messenger  be  hereby  authorized  to  rope 
off  streets  at  such  points  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  Marathon  Race  on  April  19,  1916,  the  expense 
of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
City  Council,  Flags,  Ropes  and  Stakes,  etc. 

Passed. 


UNNECESSARY  NOISES  NEAR  HOSPITALS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  the  following: 

City  of  Boston. 

In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 

An  Ordinance  to  Prevent  Unnecessary  Noises  in 

the  Vicinity  of  Hospitals. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
shall  place  and  maintain  a  sign  or  signs  displaying 
the  words,  "Warning!  Hospital — Make  no 
Noise,"  at  such  points  as  he  may  determine  on 
public  streets  and  places  in  the  vicinity  of  hospitals 
accommodating  more  than  fifty  patients.  No 
foot  traveller,  driver  of  a  vehicle,  motorman  of  a 
street  car  or  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  shall  make 
any  unnecessary  noise  in  the  vicinity  of  such 
hospitals  so  as  to  unreasonably  disturb  patients 
therein. 

Sect.  2.  Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of 
this  ordinance  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  each  offence. 

Sect.  3.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on  the 
first  day  of  June,  nineteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  some  time  ago 
an  ordinance  was  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  to  which  some  objection  was  raised, 
The  reasons  for  the  objection  were,  first,  that  the 
ordinance  as  proposed  included  all  hospitals; 
second,  that  it  provided  that  no  person  should 
within  100  yards  of  any  hospital  or  other  institu- 
tion for  the  care  of  the  sick  make  any  unnecessary 
noises,  or  indulge  in  loud  or  boisterous  speech,  and 
so  forth.  The  ordinance  now  before  the  Council 
simply  provides  that  the  ordinance  shall  apply 
only  to  hospitals  accommodating  fifty  or  more 
patients;  secondly,  instead  of  making  a  narrow 
provision  in  the  way  of  distance, — namely,  100  yards 
from  any  hospital, — discretion  is  given  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  place  such  signs 
as  he  may  determine  upon,  on  public  streets  and 
places  in  the  vicinity  of  hospitals  accommodating 
more  than  fifty  patients.  Before  presenting  this 
ordinance  I  took  the  matter  up  with  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel,  and  the  ordinance  now  before  the 
body  is  the  result  of  that  conference.  It  may  be 
interesting,  Mr.  President,  to  offer  a  list  of  hospitals 
which  I  have  had  compiled,  and  it  is  rather  sur- 
prising to  find  that  there  are  so  few  hospitals  in 
the  City  of  Boston  which  accommodate  fifty  or 
more  patients.  I  shall  leave  this  list  with  the 
stenographer.  I  hope  that  prompt  action  will  be 
taken  on  this  matter  so  that  some  progress  may  be 
made  toward  alleviating  unnecessary  noise  about 
our  larger  hospitals. 

The  list  of  hospitals  of  Boston  submitted  by 
Coun.  Collins  is  as  follows: 

Hospitals  of  Boston. 
The  Boston  City  Hospital,  81S  Harrison  avenue, 
Boston,  655  beds;  Convalescent  Home,  2150 
Dorchester  avenue,  Dorchester,  30  beds;  The 
Carney  Hospital,  Old  Harbor  street,  South  Boston, 
220  beds;  The  Faulkner  Hospital  Corporation, 
Centre  street,  near  Allandale street,  .Jamaica  Plain, 
36  beds;   Massachusetts  Cienoral  Hospital,  Blossom 
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street,  Boston,  332  beds;  Massachusetts  Homoeo- 
pathic   Hospital,    East    Concord    street,    Boston, 
350     beds;  Maternity      Department,      18     beds; 
Department   for   Contagious   Diseases,    150   beds; 
Sunny  Bank  Home,  240  School  street,  Watertown, 
32  beds;  Nash  House,  23  Everett  street,  Dorches- 
ter,   16    beds;  New    England    Baptist    Hospital, 
Parker     Hill,     Roxbury,    43     beds;      Peter   Bent 
Brigham    Hospital,    Huntington    avenue,    Boston, 
200    beds;     St.     Elizabeth     Hospital     of  Boston, 
Cambridge    and    Washington    streets,    Brighton, 
200      beds;      Adams       Nervine      Asylum,       990 
Centre    street,    Jamaica    Plain,    50    beds;  Boston 
Dispensary,    25   Bennet   street,    Boston,   Hospital 
for  Children,  25  beds;  Boston  Floating  Hospital, 
54    Devonshire    street,    Boston,    120    permanent 
patients,     120     day     patients;    Boston     Lying-in 
Hospital,    24    McLean    street,    Boston,    52    beds; 
Collis    P.    Huntington    Memorial    Hospital,    695 
Huntington  avenue,  Boston,  20  beds;  House  of  the 
Good  Samaritan,  corner  Francis  and  Binney  streets, 
Boston,  43  beds;  The  Infants'  Hospital,  Thomas 
Morgan  Rotch,  Jr.,   Memorial  Building,   Vandyke 
street,  Boston,  60  beds;  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  233  Charles  street,  Boston, 
.  215      beds;  Massachusetts      Women's      Hospital, 
Parker      Hill        avenue,       Roxbury,      30      beds, 
several    private    rooms;  New    England    Hospital 
for  Women  and  Children,  Dimock  street,  Roxbury, 
160     beds;      Maternity     Department,     48     beds; 
Children's  Department,  23  beds;  St.  Mary's  Infant 
Asylum  and  Lying-in  Hospital,  Jerome  street  and 
Cushing  avenue,  Dorchester,  46  beds  for  women, 
120   beds   for   children;  St.    Monica's   Home,    125 
Highland  street,  Roxbury,  20  beds;  United  States 
Naval  Hospital,  Broadway,  Chelsea,  near  Chelsea 
Bridge,    144    beds;  Vincent    Memorial    Hospital, 
South    Huntington    avenue,     Boston,     24     beds ; 
Boston      Consumptives'      Hospital,      249      River 
street,    260    patients;  Boston    Industrial    Home, 
Davis    street,    corner    Harrison    avenue,  84    beds 
for  men,   18  beds  for  women;  Boston  State  Hospital, 
Psychopathic    Department,     74     Fenwood    road, 
Boston,   110  beds;  Forsyth  Dental   Infirmary  for 
Children,  140  Fenway,  Boston,  8  beds;  St.  Luke's 
Home    for    Convalescents,    149    Roxbury    street, 
Boston,     26    beds;     Boston     Home      for     Incur- 
ables,   Dorchester    avenue,    Dorchester,    40   beds; 
Robert  B.  Brigham  Hospital  for  Incurables,  Parker 
Hill  avenue,  Roxbury,  50  beds. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


SIDEWALK   ORDERS. 
\ 

Coun.  COLEMAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  the  estate  bordering 
on  the  northerly  side  of  Beacon  street,  at  the  corner 
of  St.  Mary's  street,  Ward  8,  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to 
be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestone,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Passed.  .    .  '         ,,. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  No.  60  Seymour 
street,  Ward  23,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet. 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Passed. 


MUNICIPAL   COURT.  INTERPRETERS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
chapter  109  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  Authorize  the  Appointment  of  Inter- 
preters for  the  Civil  Sessions  of  the  Municipal 
Court  of  the  City  of  Boston" — be  and  the  same 
hereby  is  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

It  was  voted  at  3.19  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President.  . 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President 
at  6.08  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred 
today)  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years 
of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  public  amuse- 
ment— recommending  that  permits  be  granted, 
viz.: 

Frieda  Cohen,  for  Edith  Mayer  and  others,  at 
Fauntleroy  Hall  on  the  evening  of  May  9. 

M.  Theresa  Connell,  for  Rosemary  Cannon  and 
others,  at  Horticultural  Hall  on  the  evening  of 
May  1. 

A.  M.  Crowell,  for  Paul  Donnelly  and  others,  at 
the  Arena  Hall  on  the  evening  of  April  29. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Marden,  Jr.,  for  Helen  Lord 
and  others,  at  Dudley  Hall  on  the  evening  of 
May  31  and  Owls'  Hall  on  the  evening  of  June  7. 

Maria  Paporello,  for  A.  Stchoritz  and  others, 
at  Jordan  Hall  on  the  evening  of  April  29. 

Sheinfein  Lodge  Degree  Association,  for  Lillian 
Silverman  and  Helen  Kerner,  at  Lorimer  Hall  on 
the  evening  of  April  19. 

A.  L.  DeNoyer,  for  child  to  appear  at  Copley- 
Plaza  Hotel  on  afternoon  of  April  28. 

Lilla  Viles  Wyman,  for  Helen  Mann  and  others, 
at  Horticultural  Hall  on  the  afternoon  of  April  14. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  sell,  rent  . 
or    lease    firearms    at    various    locations — recom- 
mending that  licenses  be  granted,  viz.: 

Samuel  J.  Beckwith  &  Co.,  170  Washington 
street,  Ward  5. 

Jacob  Cohen,  16  Main  street,  Ward  4. 

Philip  Friedman,  129  Dover  street,  Ward  6. 

Echel  Hermon,  164  Merrimac  street,  Ward  5. 

Hyde  Park  Loan  Company,  49  Fairmount 
avenue,  Ward  24. 

Samuel  I.  Rosenberg,  11  Green  street,  Ward  5. 

M.  Weinfeld  &  Co.,  315  Hanover  street,  Ward  5. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

(3)  Reports  on  petitions  of  Thomas  Flynn, 
Timothy  T.  Flynn  and  James  Harris  (referred 
today)  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
765  of  the  Acts  of  1914 — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Thomas  Flynn,  employed  in 
the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter-  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Timothy  T.  Flynn,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  James  Harris,  employed  in  the  labor  service 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communication 
and  order  (referred  today)  for  transfer  of 
$16,807.64  to  appropriation  for  Chelsea  Bridge 
South,  for  surveys,  borings,  plans,  etc. — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  given  its 
first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  date. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for  transfer  of 
$5,305.16  for  Central  Library  Building  Addition, 
etc. — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  given  its 
first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  irbt  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  date. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for  sale  of  old 
material — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


APRIL    17,    1916. 
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ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  ordinances  (referred  today)  to 
prevent  unnecessary  noise  in  the  vicinity  of  hos- 
pitals— recommending  passage  of  same  in  the 
following  new  draft: 

City  of  Boston. 

In    the  year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 

An  Ordinance  to  Prevent    Unnecessary  Noise  in 

the  Vicinity  of  Hospitals. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
shall,  at  the  request  of  the  hospital  authorities, 
place  and  maintain  a  sign  or  signs  displaying 
the  words,  "Warning!  Hospital  —  Make  No 
Noise"  at  such  points  as  he  may  determine  on 
public  streets  and  places  in  the  vicinity  of  hospitals 
accommodating  more  than  fifty  patients.  No  foot 
traveler,  driver  of  a  vehicle,  motorman  of  a  street 
car  or  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  shall  make  any 
unnecessary  noise  in  the  vicinity  of  such  hospitals 
so  as  to  unreasonably  disturb  patients  therein. 

Sect.  2.  Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of 
this  ordinance  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  each  offence. 

Sect.  3.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on  the 
first  day  of  June,  nineteen   hundred   and  sixteen. 

Report  accepted;  ordinance  passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance 
(referred  March  27)  relative  to  leave  of  absence  of 
city  employees  for  military  duty — that  the  ordi- 
nance ought  not  to  pass,  without  prejudice. 

Report  accepted;  ordinance  rejected,  without 
prejudice. 


LEAVE   OF  ABSENCE,  MILITARY  DUTIES. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That  any 
officer  or  board  in  charge  of  a  department  of  the 
city  may  for  the  year  1916,  by  a  written  order, 
approved  by  the  Mayor,  authorize  a  leave  of 
absence,  without  loss  of  pay,  to  any  employee  of 
such  department,  to  attend  the  annual  encamp- 
ments of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and 
United  Spanish  War  Veterans,  the  annual  maneu- 
vers of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  or  any 
military  training  encampment  or  movement 
which  is  intended  to  improve  the  military  defences 
of  the  United  States  or  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts.  The  term  for  which  such  leave  of 
absence  is  granted  shall  be  stated  in  the  order,  and 
the  leave  of  absence  shall  not  become  effective  until 
such  order  is  filed  with  the  City  Auditor.  The 
person  enjoying  the  leave  of  absence  shall  file  with 
the  City  Auditor  a  certificate  signed  by  his  superior 
officer  in  command  of  the  encampment,  convention 
or  camp,  certifying  the  number  of  days  that  he 
attended  the  convention  or  performed  duty  at  the 
training   encampment. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  the  commit- 
tee in  giving  leave  to  withdraw  without  prejudice 
on  the  Mayor's  ordinance  had  in  mind  the  fact 
that  it  should  not  pass  an  ordinance,  but  be- 
lieved in  the  general  principle  that  it  was  all  right 
to  adopt  an  order  such  as  has  been  passed  in  pre- 
vious years  with  reference  to  members  of  the 
Grarld  Army  of  the  Republic,  Spanish  War  Veter- 
ans, and  so  on.  Also,  in  view  of  the  preparedness 
talk  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  private  employers 
and  large  corporations  have  been  giving  their 
employees  an  opportunity  to  go  to  these  training 
camps  without  loss  of  pay,  the  committee  be- 
lieved that  it  was  proper  that  the  City  of  Boston 
should  do  so,  trying  it  as  an  experiment  this  year. 

The  order  was  passed. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Keport  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cation (referred  March  13)  for  estimate  of  cost  of 
converting  old  Station  6  into  bath  house — thai  the 
same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  message  and  communication 
placed  on  file. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  March  13)  for 
loan  of  $10,000  for  alteration  of  building  formerly 


used  for  Police  Station  No.  6,  South  Boston,  into 
an  all-the-year-round  bath  house — that  the  order 
ought    to   pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  add 
just  two  or  three  words  to  the  committee's  recom- 
mendation. This  is  a  very  meritorious  proposition. 
It  will  serve  practically  one  half  of  South  Boston, 
the  lower  end,  and  will  be  a  most  desirable  acquisi- 
tion to  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department.  It 
means  that  the  house  of  old  Station  6  in  South 
Boston,  which  is  no  longer  in  use,  will  be  converted 
to  a  public  purpose.  The  section  of  South  Boston 
to  be  served  is  largely  given  up  to  wooden  struc- 
tures, houses  that  are  not  modern  and  where  the 
plumbing  facilities  are  not  really  up  to  the  standard. 
So  that  something  of  this  sort  there  will  be  very 
desirable. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  6,  nays  0,  and  will  come  up  for  final  reading 
and  passage  in  not  less  than  fourteen  days  from 
today. 


COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  communication 
from  Juvenile  Court  (referred  March  13)  concern- 
ing probation  officers — recommending  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  May  A.  Burke 
and  Jane  E.  Stone,  probation  officers  of  the  Boston 
Juvenile  Court,  determined  by  the  justice  of  said 
court  at  the  rate  of  $1,200  per  annum,  be  land  the 
same  are  hereby  approved,  to  take  effect  from 
March  1,  1916. 


Boston,  March  8,  1916. 
County  Commissioners  of  Suffolk  County: 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts  of  1906,  chapter  489,  section  6,  and  the 
Acts  of  1915,  chapter  254,  section  1,  I,  as  justice  of 
the  Boston  Juvenile  Court,  have  appointed  and 
confirmed  the  appointments  John  B.  O'Hare  as 
probation  officer  of  that  court  at  a  salary  of  $1,800 
a  year,  and  appointed  and  confirmed  the  appoint- 
ment of  John  M.  Kingman  as  probation  officer  of 
that  court  at  a  salary  of  $1,800^  a  year,  and 
appointed  May  A.  Burke  as  an  additional  proba- 
tion officer  of  that  court  at  a  salary  of  $1,200  a 
year,  and  appointed  Jane  E.  Stone  as  an  additional 
probation  officer  of  that  court  at  a  salary  of  $1,200 
a  year. 

Mr.  O'Hare  was  appointed  by  my  predecessor  as 
one  of  the  two  probation  officers  authorized  bv  the 
Acts  of  1906,  chapter  489,  at  a  salary  of  $1,800  a 
year  and  has  acted  and  is  now  acting  as  such  pro- 
bation officer.  Mr.  Kingman  was  appointed  in 
October,  1915,  under  said  act  as  a  probation  officer 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Roy  M.  Cushman,  and  Mr.  Kingman  has  been 
receiving  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  $1,S00  a  year. 
The  two  additional  probation  officers  have  been 
appointed  by  me  as  I  determined  them  to  be  neces- 
sary for  the  Boston  Juvenile  Court.  As  stated  by 
my  predecessor  and  as  found  by  me,  two  probation 
officers  are  utterly  inadequate  to  care  for  over 
900  cases  per  annum.  The  work  of  the  court  has 
been  made  possible  through  the  generous  action  of 
the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society  and  subsequently  the 
League  of  Catholic  Women,  who  have  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  court  an  agent  paid  by  themselves 
who  has  given  her  time  to  the  care  and  oversight 
of  Catholic  girls.  Miss  Burke  has  been  such  agent 
for  more  than  two  years.  The  Council  of  Jewish 
Women  have  likewise  generously  furnished  an  agent 
for  the  care  and  oversight  of  Jewish  boys,  and  Miss 
Stone  has  been  such  agent  for  more  than  a  year 
and  a  half.  These  two  societies  and  other  societies 
are  ready  to  continue  with  additional  help  through 
the  use  of  their  agents,  making  it  unnecessary  for 
me  to  ask  at  present  for  the  county  to  pay  for 
more  than  four  probation  officers. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  statutes 
I  request  that  the  compensation  determined  by  me 
as  above  stated  be  approved  by  y<m,  and  1  further 
request  that  the  compensation  be  approved  as  of 
March    1,    that    being    the   dale    as    of    which    the 

appointments  are  confirmed  and  i le  by  me. 

Respectfully  yours, 

i m  i.khick  P.  Cabot, 
Justice  Boston  Juvenile  Court. 
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Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  that  there 
may  be  no  misunderstanding  by  members  of  the 
Council  I  beg  to  say  that  the  first  two  appointments 
read  by  the  Clerk  were  appointments  made  by  the 
fprevious  Juvenile  Court  judge  and  that  those 
officers  have  been  drawing  their  pay  for  some  time. 
The  only  new  appointments  here  are  those  of  the 
two  female  probation  officers.  Those  appointments 
came  in,  you  may  recollect,  last  year  when  the 
special  justice  of  that  court  made  the  appoint- 
ments. The  Corporation  Counsel  ruled  that  under 
the  statute  the  special  justice  did  not  have  the 
right  of  the  justice  in  that  respect,  that  the  appoint- 
ments could  not  be  made  by  a  special  justice.  This 
year  the  new  appointee,  Judge  Cabot,  again  sent 
the  appointments  in,  about  a  month  ago.  In  the 
meantime  those  probation  officers  have  been  work- 
ing and  have  not  received  any  pay.  We  received 
a  letter  a  week  ago  to  the  effect  that  he  had  honored 
the  requisition  for  pay  but  that  the  City  Auditor 
would  not  approve  it  because  the  City  Council  had 
not  approved  it.  In  short,  the  only  two  new 
appointments  we  approve  of  here  are  those  of  the 
female  probation  officers  at  $1,200  per  annum. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  April. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 


NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  we  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  again  on  Tuesday, 
April  25,  rather  than  on  Monday,  for  this  reason. 
I  think  our  time  will  be  very  much  occupied  on 
Monday  in  going  over  and  examining  the  list  of 
constables.  That  I  think  we  should  not  do  in  a 
perfunctory  way.  If  it  is  to  be  done  at  all  it 
should  be  done  with  a  great  deal  of  care.  There- 
fore we  should  not  attempt  to  have  a  meeting  for 
that  purpose  and  also  a  meeting  of  the  Council 
on  Monday.  Therefore  I  move  that  when  we 
adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  April  25,  at 
three  o'clock  p.  m. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  Tues- 
day, April  25,  is  the  primary  election  day.  If  the 
other  members  of  the  Council  have  no  objection 
to  coming  here  that  day,  I  have  none. 

The  Council  voted  that  when  it  adjourns  it  be 
to  meet  on  Tuesday,  April  25,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meet- 
ing, hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 


Adjourned  at  6.30  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
McDONALD,  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  April  25,  at 
three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Tuesday,  April  25,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Coleman,  Coulthurst. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  law  (the  Mayor  being  absent) : 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  May  3: 

Ezekiel  Edelstein,  Ward  21;  Homer  A.  Scott, 
Ward  14;  James  M.  Hegartv,  Ward  12;  David  T. 
Dodge,  Ward  18;  Henry  L.  Fell,  Ward  14;  Samuel 
J.  Fernandes,  Ward  12;  Cuvier  G.  Greene,  Ward 
21;  Thomas  Riley,  Ward  21 ;  George  F.  O'Donnell, 
Ward  25;  Angelo  A.  Giovino,  Ward  6;  Max 
Grifman,  Ward  8;  Noah  N.  Wood,  Ward  24; 
William  J.  McDonald,  Ward  25;  Roswell  H. 
Houghton,  Ward  25;  Harry  A.  Thomson,  Ward  26; 
Walter  Marshall,  Ward  13;  Thomas  F.  McManus, 
Ward  24;  Ole  H.  Bryant,  Ward  19;  George  H. 
Hargreaves,  Ward  26;  Nathaniel  J.  McManus, 
Ward  22;  Earle  S.  Butterfieid,  Ward  16;  Nelson  F. 
Bloomer,  Ward  1;  Charles  B.  Holmes,  Ward  18; 
John  W.  Toole,  Ward  20;  Paul  W.  Stolpner, 
Ward  23;  Daniel  S.  Leary,  Ward  14;  James  A. 
Martin,  Ward  14;  William  R.  Harrison,  Ward  14; 
John  C.  Gibbons,  Ward  2;  John  Aleckna,  Ward 
24;  Thomas  G.  Washburn,  Ward  20;  Thomas  J. 
Fay,  Ward  17;  Frank  A.  Marshall,  Ward  2; 
George  Fred  Cummings,  Ward  24;  Garrett  D. 
Roach,  Ward  22;    Howard  P.  Cotton,  Ward  25. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  May  4,  1916: 

Daniel  F.  Nolan,  Ward  21;  John  Downey, 
Ward  23;  Charles  R.  Kelty,  Ward  14;  Kyrle  L. 
Bellew,  Ward  1;  George  W.  Norton,  Ward  10; 
John  McCabe,  Ward  5;  Frank  Shea,  Ward  25; 
John  P.  Swenson,  Ward  24;  Frederick  F.  Rowell, 
Ward  24;  Frederick  J.  McLaughlin,  Ward  23; 
Benjamin  Simons,  Ward  9;  William  H.  Walsh, 
Ward  25;  Frederick  P.  Finan,  Ward  4;  Samuel 
N.  Burbank,  Ward  24;  Bernard  Supple,  Ward  1; 
Fred  M.  Arnold,  Ward  20;  John  Hallett,  Ward  2; 
William  H.  Carey,  Ward  21;  John  H.  Boody, 
Ward  24;  Robert  J.  Moore,  Ward  16;  Henry  J. 
Schreiner,  Ward  15;  Edward  L.  Britt,  Ward  24; 
Charles  H.  Walker,  Ward  18;  James  S.  Jones, 
Ward  21;  Timothy  J.  Lynch,  Ward  16;  Patrick 
McElroy,  Ward  23;  Frank  H.  Smart,  Ward  24; 
Robert  C.  Turner,  Ward  1;  James  MeHugh, 
Ward  22;  Michael  J.  Harney,  Ward  22;  Sam 
Linda,  Ward  18;  Stephen  E.  Crowley,  Ward  17; 
James  F.  Walker,  Ward  16;  Edward  Burns,  Ward 
3;  Kristian  N.  Skauen,  Ward  9;  Frank  P.  Herriek, 
Ward  5. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
First  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  15, 
1916: 

James  L.  Lanagan,  Ward  2;  Innocenzo  Avel- 
lino.  Ward  6;  William  Huber,  Ward  15;  Thomas 
F.  Caffrey,  Ward  3;  Carlos  D.  Smith,  Ward  10; 
John  B.  Moors,  Ward  2;  Herman  L.  Stearns, 
Ward  20;  James  A.  Cotter,  Ward  12;  Michael  J. 
Kcough,  Ward  17;  Charles  A.  Gimpel,  Ward  19; 
George  F.  Staples,  Ward  1;  Leonard  A.  Page, 
Ward  2;  William  H.  Guinan,  Ward  21;  Francis 
C.  Powell,  Ward  20;  Edward  J.  Quigley,  Ward  17; 
Charles  S.  Penhallow,  Jr.,  Ward  23;  Alexander  J. 
Currie,  Ward  25;  Oscar  G.  Draper,  Ward  10; 
John   F.   Farrcll,   Ward    20;     Thomas    K.    Russell, 

Ward  12;    Ashton  B,  Williams,  Ward  20;    Gi 

E.  A.  Smith,  Ward  21;  Benjamin  l\  Chamberlin, 
Jr.,  Ward  20;  Harry  A.  Torrev,  Ward  25;  Michael 
J.  Lyons,  Ward  9;  George  B.  Grant,  Ward  2  1; 
John  1,.  Mulkeen,  Ward  19;  Cornelius  J.  O'Brien, 
Jr.,  War,  I  3;  Charles  II.  I  lassetfc  ,  Ward  S;  William 
H.  Scott,  Ward  4;    William  McGinness,  Ward  0; 


Daniel  D.  McCarthy,  Ward  4;  Frank  H.  Bissett, 
Ward  1;  Robert  Toomey,  Ward  20;  William  F. 
Phoenix,  Ward  13;  Albert  W.  Rae,  Ward  17; 
Thomas  H.  Maguire,  Ward  21;  Harry  W.  Brown, 
Ward  25;  John  V.  Peard,  Ward  20;  William  H. 
Hagen,  Ward  1. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Second  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  15, 
1916: 

Pascal  B.  Campbell,  Ward  22;  Charles  F. 
Callaghan,  Ward  3;  Charles  L.  Thurston,  Ward  24; 
John  Dunglinson,  Ward  1;  Albert  S.  Gill,  Ward  17; 
Thomas  J.  Welsh,  Ward  24;  John  Merrill,  Ward  24; 
John  H.  Leahy,  Ward  22;  Martin  J.  Rogers,  Ward 
20;  Edward  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  20;  Edward  J. 
Mooney,  Ward  18;  Charles  T.  Ellis,  Ward  1; 
James  H.  Barry,  Ward  11;  John  P.  Morrison, 
Ward  1;  Charles  E.  Trafton,  Ward  24;  Generoso 
Testa,  Ward  6;  Martin  A.  Conley,  Ward  17; 
Walter  N.  Smith,  Ward  21;  Martin  Henry  Roach, 
Ward  1;  Joseph  F.  Gallagher,  Ward  1;  Julius 
Davidson,  Ward  1;  Patrick  Griffin,  Jr.,  Ward  26; 
Bernard  Gilrain,  Ward  24;  Ephraim  Wood,  Ward 
25;  D.  Allison  Carrick,  Ward  25;  James  Eggen, 
Ward  9;  Roderick  Urquhart,  Ward  1;  William 
Barry,  Ward  8;  Llewellyn  T.  Travis,  Ward  25; 
Frederick  MeMurtry,  Ward  25;  Patrick  H. 
Rooney,  Ward  26;  Daniel  L.  O'Meara,  Ward  19; 
James  B.  Queenan,  Ward  1;  Henry  A.  Finney, 
Ward  1;  Frank  C.  McCormick,  Ward  21;  Edward 
N.  Rodriguez,  Ward  10;  William  L.  Avery,  Ward 
12;  John  J.  A'Hearn,  Ward  24;  Geoffrey  B.  Lehy, 
Ward  20;   Peter  M.  Hoye,  Ward  20. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  15, 
1916: 

Dennis  Donahue,  Ward  5;  John  E.  Slattery, 
Ward  20;  Charles  S.  Olson,  Ward  1;  John  B. 
Cashman,  Ward  15;  Michael  O'Donnell ,  Ward  22; 
Thomas  F.  Rilev,  Ward  17;  James  O'Donnell, 
Ward  26;  Frank  E.  Smith,  Ward  24;  Michael 
Moloney,  Ward  14;  Edward  L.'Whalen,  Ward  20; 
Henry  Holzman,  Ward  21;  William  J.  Murray, 
Ward  4;  John  P.  Rogers,  Ward  24;  Thomas  H. 
Casey,  Ward  14;  Albert  S.  Richard,  Ward  21; 
Michael  H.  Coffey,  Ward  14;  Benno  F.  Bernstein, 
Ward  22;  George  H.  Cuthbert,  Ward  6;  John  G. 
Molineaux,  Ward  12;  Charles  A.  Lalley,  Ward  14; 
George  Horwood,  Ward  25;  Herbert  A.  Mundo, 
Ward  16;  Albert  N.  Spargo,  Ward  24;  Robert  P. 
Joy,  Ward  24;  William  J.  Gray,  Ward  13;  Francis 
J.  Moors,  Ward  11;  Charles  P.  Lowell,  Ward  25; 
Walter  S.  Gaylord,  Ward  20;  Joseph  J.  Reardon, 
Ward  1;  John  B.  Musgrave,  Ward  14;  William  W. 
Crawford,  Ward  24;  Isaac  Dunn,  Ward  18;  Ed- 
mund W.  Chapman,  Ward  20;  Geoffrey  A.  Powers, 
Ward  25;  Thomas  P.  Reilley,  Ward  10;  James 
Peter  O'Brien,  Ward  19;  John  P.  Parkinson,  Ward 
22;  Henry  Sehreiber,  Jr.,  Ward  22;  Henry  Mullen, 
Ward  8;   George  Knecht,  Ward  15. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  15, 
1916: 

Austin  McLean,  Ward  26;  John  L.  McLaughlin, 
Ward  14;  Harry  D.  W.  Baker,  Ward  1;  Benjamin 
F.  Hartford,  Ward  21;  Willard  L.  Tibbetts,  Ward 
14;  William  Ohrenberger,  Ward  14;  Harry  C. 
Mathews,  Ward  IS;  Henry  D.  Copp,  Ward  21; 
William  G.  Brennan,  Ward  2;  Michael  Sweeney, 
Ward  5;  Martin  W.  Walsh,  Ward  21;  Walter  A. 
White,  Ward  26;  George  W.  Mooney,  Ward  3; 
William  H.  Golden,  Ward  14;  John  Schofield, 
Ward  13;  Louis  B.  Hartell,  Ward  15;  Charles  B. 
Dean,  Ward23;  John  A.  Johnson,  WTard  3;  Martin 
J.  Leonard,  Ward  18;  Henry  C.  Long,  Ward  6; 
Quirino  Cicchetti,  Ward  6;  Charles  T.  Fields, 
Ward  4;  Patrick  Francis  McGrath,  Wrard  14; 
Robie  E.  Dimock,  Ward  23;  Humbert  Rossi,  Ward 
0;  Arthur  C.  Daly,  Ward  20;  Franklin  W.  Wolf, 
Wi.nl  21;  William  .1.  Cutcliffe,  Ward  1;  John  B. 
Cashman,  Ward  1;  TjCwis  Henry  Collin,  Ward  I; 
Thomas  E.  O'Brien,  Ward  14;  Henry  Kurtz,  Ward 
25;  Thomas  M.  Muleahy,  Ward  22;  John  O'Don- 
nell, Ward  13;  William  M.'  Collins,  Ward  14; 
John  Shea,  Ward  10;  Arthur  l<\  Kimball,  Ward 
24;  Michelangelo  DeFelice,  Want  10;  George  A. 
Simpson,  Ward  1;   Herbert  D.  Warren,  Ward  21. 

Fortj  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fiutth  S^ssi.  .:  Seoond  Division  to  appear  May  l'j 
1916: 

William  .1.  Smith,  Ward  5;  Henry  P.  Dreycr 
«  i.l  20;  \\  illiam  11.  Upton,  Ward  21;  John  J. 
Murphy,  Ward  11;    John  Bomasaoi,  Jr.,  Ward  6; 
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Robert  H.  Stevenson,  Jr.,  "Ward  11;  George  E. 
Jordan,  Ward  10;  Dominick  J.  Doyle,  Ward  2; 
George  P.  Crocker,  Ward  21;  "Warren  A.  Chase, 
Ward  24;  Carlton  B.  Raymond,  Ward  21;  Thomas 
G.  Houghton,  Ward  23;  William  Bennett,  Ward  23; 
Charles  T.  Barry,  Ward  17;  James  P.  Maguire, 
Ward  22;  John  B.  Gels,  Ward  15;  Joseph  Witte- 
nauer,  Ward  22;  Peter  J.  Stapleton,  Ward  20; 
Edward  A.  Vogel,  Ward  19;  George  P.  Richardson, 
Ward  23;  Thomas  W.  Dwyer,  Ward  25;  William 
Gerstel,  Ward  22;  James  Ball,  Ward  24;  Martin 
Benson,  Ward  ,18;  John  C.  Poison,  Ward  24; 
Richard  S.  Tank,  Ward  23;  John  J.  Owens,  Ward 
12;  James  O'Donnell,  Ward  5;  William  E.  Mc- 
Mahon,  Ward  13;  John  J.  Bradley,  Ward  23; 
Martin  J.  Norton,  Ward  18;  Harry  F.  Stackpole, 
Ward  23;  William  H.  Sterling,  Ward  9;  Frank  C. 
Dolan,  Ward  19;  Julius  J.  Cohen,  Ward  21; 
Patrick  J.  Kelley,  Ward  23;  David  Cobb,  Ward  24; 
Charles  A.  Rau,  Ward  22;  Asa  G.  W.  Neal,  Ward 
20;   Lawrence  O'Keefe,  Ward  19. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  15, 
1916: 

Ernest  Kohler,  Ward  24;  Walter  J.  Dayton, 
Ward  20;  John  D.  Sheehy,  Ward  17;  Walter  G. 
Shiber,  Ward  10;  William  J.  Loague,  Ward  1; 
Robert  C.  Strain,  Ward  20;  David  B.  Johnson, 
Ward  21;  James  B.  Ryan,  Ward  7;  William  T. 
O'Brien,  Ward  17;  James  H.  Steeves,  Ward  24; 
George  T.  Whaland,  Ward  24;  Charles  J.  Rose, 
Ward  21;  Joseph  P.  Spang,  Ward  23;  Michael  C. 
Galvin,  Ward  12;  Timothy  White,  Ward  14; 
John  J.  Mullen,  Ward  14;  William  J.  Callahan, 
Ward  12;  William  A.  Hall,  Ward  12;  Ernest  H. 
Saunders,  Ward  26;  Andrew  Seidel,  Ward  23; 
John  Sullivan,  Ward  23;  Michael  Keaveney, 
Ward  23;  Andrew  L.  Collins,  Ward  12;  Frederick 
E.  Dessault,  Ward  25;  Matthew  A.  Welch,  Ward 
24;  Benjamin  R.  Rickard,  Ward  22;  Alphonso 
M.  Badger,  Ward  5;  David  Spaans,  Ward  26; 
Cleveland  Sleeper,  Ward  25;  Charles  J.  Brady, 
Ward  19;  Cornelius  J.  Bowen,  Ward  19;  James  C. 
Sullivan,  Ward  14;  James  Walsh,  Ward  24; 
Roch  S.  O'Brien,  Ward  12;  Thomas  H.  McCul- 
lough,  Ward  20;  Patrick  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  5; 
William  F.  Healy,  Ward  20;  Paul  C.  Sauer,  Ward 
22;  Joseph  L.  Corcoran,  Ward  20;  William  A. 
Frye,  Jr.,  Ward  24. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court' 
Sixth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  15- 
1916: 

Max  Ableman,  Ward  2;  Luther  Davis,  Ward  24; 
James  A.  McMahon,  Ward  26;  Arthur  F.  Crowley, 
Ward  5;  Edward  E.  Kelley,  Ward  24;  Russell 
Tweed,  Ward  24;  Horace  E.  Ayers,  Ward  26; 
Israel  Stone,  Ward  20;  Charles  J.  Higgins,  Ward 
24;  Frank  Bartlett,  Ward  13;  Andrew  Hartung, 
Ward  15;  Maurice  Segal,  Ward  17;  Squire  Clark, 
Ward  18;  Mayer  Bornstein,  Ward  25;  George  H. 
Bradford,  Ward  17;  Edward  M.  Driscoll,  Ward  20; 
Horace  H.  Geyer,  Ward  23;  William  J.  Coughhu, 
Ward  12;  Richard  J.  Shaw,  Ward  20;  Paul  O. 
Becker,  Ward  10;  Carl  Biesenvach,  Ward  22; 
James  L.  Case,  Ward  1 ;  John  McMenamie,  Ward 
3-  Richard  E.  Marble,  Ward  3;  John  Foyer,  Ward 
16;  Robert  William  Moore,  Ward  9;  Winslow  H. 
Chadwick,  Ward  20;  John  F.  Solomon,  Ward  18; 
William  Bailie,  Ward  25;  Thomas  E.  Leary,  Ward 
20;  Louis  Magazin,  Ward  8;  George  W.  Dougher, 
Ward  6;  Richard  F.  O'Brien,  Ward  25;  Herbert  E. 
Skinner,  Ward  24;  George  G.  Donnelly,  Ward  4; 
Oscar  H.  Newmann,  Ward  22;  Peter  J.  O'Connor, 
Ward  13;  George  J.  McKeon,  Ward  13;  James  E. 
McLaughlin,  Ward  25;  James  A.  Burke,  Ward  2. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Seventh  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May 
15,  1916: 

Frederic  Isaacs,  Ward  25;  Patrick  Corliss,  Ward 
25-  Ellery  E.  Farwell,  Ward  23;  John  Stromberg, 
Ward  16;  George  A.  Clouston,  Ward  21;  Walter 
Biggar,  Ward  20;  Edward  E.  Stockbridge,  Ward 
21;  Benjamin  A.  Prager,  Ward  25;  Frank  W. 
Marsters,  Ward  21;  John  F.  Fagan,  Ward  16; 
Thomas  C.  Lynch,  Ward  17;  John  J.  Bagley,  Jr., 
Ward  15;  William  C.  Norton,  Ward  17;  Andrew 
S.  Roberts,  Ward  16;  Russell  O.  Gardner,  Ward 
23-  John  H.  Costello,  Ward  3;  John  S.  Thibodeau, 
Ward  1;  William  H.  Connolly,  Ward  19;  Ellis  E. 
Abee,  Ward  25;  Daniel  P.  McMahon,  Ward  3; 
Frank  D.  Clark,  Ward  22;  Almond  W.  Tyler 
Ward  24;  Christian  Belzer,  Ward  15;  Richard 
Grozier,  Ward  10;  Arthur  O'Kane,  Ward  24;  John 
J    Hart,  Ward  20;  Jacob  Oppenheimer,  Ward  22; 


Wilbur  T.  Cotton,  Ward  21;  Enos  F.  McAUen, 
Ward  20;  George  Paulv,  Ward  22;  Leonard  L. 
Street,  Ward  20;  Arthur  L.  Smart,  Ward  25; 
Henry  Long,  Ward  lfi;  John  McDonald,  Ward  23; 
Louis  Von  Withcrell,  Ward  22;  Lionel  E.  O'Hara, 
Ward  20;  Bernard  M.  Katz,  Ward  2;  Edward 
Corrigan,  Ward  13;  Patrick  J.  Carroll,  Ward  19; 
Jacob  Harris,  Ward  21. 


CONVENIENCE  STATIONS,  MARINE 
PARK. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  25,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed  report  of  the  Park 
Commission,  the  same  being  reply  to  certain 
interrogatories  submitted  by  your  honorable  body 
in  order  of  April  3. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuelet,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

April  13,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  inclosed  order,  that 
the  Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit 
to  the  City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  erect- 
ing suitable  convenience  stations  for  men  and 
women  on  Marine  Park,  South  Boston,  and  where, 
in  their  opinion,  suitable  locations  for  the  same 
would  be  situated,  if  same  are  deemed  desirable,  I 
would  respectfully  state  that  at  the  present  time 
there  are  four  convenience  stations  in  Marine 
Park,  South  Boston,  one  located  in  the  Head 
House,  one  at  the  boat  landing  for  Castle  Island, 
one  in  the  Aquarium,  and  one  on  Castle  Island. 

This  commission  believes  that  there  are  a 
sufficient  number  of  convenience  stations  now 
located  at  Marine  Park,  and  deems  it  inadvisable 
to  recommend  further  expense  at  this  time",  es- 
pecially  as  there  has  been  no  request  of  that  kind 
made  at  this  office. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  H.  Dillon,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  were  received; 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  25,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  hereby  appoint  the  following- 
named  persons  to  be  Constables  of  the  City  _  of 
Boston  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with 
Mav  1,  1916,  viz.: 

William   McCarthy,    15   Elm  street,   Ward   20. 
Arthur  R.  Towle,  34  Sedgwick  street,  Ward  22 
(connected  with  an  official  position  and  to  serve 
withput  bonds) . 

John  J.  Fay,  290  South  street,  Ward  22  (con- 
nected with  an  official  position  and  to  serve  without 
bonds') . 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjhley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  25,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  appoint  Alfred  E.  Nutter,  167 
Falcon  street,  East  Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Coal  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1917. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


COMMUNICATION  CONCERNING  BUDGET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  25,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council:  • 

Gentlemen,— On  June  7,  1915,  I  submitted  to 
the  City  Council  the  only  practicable  proposition 
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which,  up  to  that  time,  had  been  presented,  opening 
up  a  method  by  which  the  principle  of  segregation 
of  appropriations  might  be  given  a  fair  trial.  This 
proposition — the  creation  of  the  Budget  Commis- 
sion— followed,  although  not  a  consequence  of,  a 
number  of  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council 
to  force  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  city  to  adopt 
an  i  llegal  and  ill-considered  segregated  budget  for 
the  Sewer  Service.  The  proposition  was  made  in 
good  faith  and  the  budget  now  under  consideration 
by  your  honorable  body  is  the  result  of  that  action 
on  my  part.  Its  preparation  consumed  weeks  of 
time  by  the  several  departments,  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner and  myself,  and  no  effort  has  been  spared 
to  make  up  a  bill  which  would  be  workable  and 
practical  and  give  the  principle  of  segregation  a 
fair  trial. 

Since  the  bill  was  submitted  the  Council  has  been 
furnished  with  a  special  investigator,  and  the  serv- 
ices of  the  Budget  Commissioner  and  the  clerical 
force  of  the  several  departments  have  been  at  their 
disposal. 

With  these  facts  in  mind  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  method  of  pro- 
cedure which  has  been  followed  by  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  in  its  considerations  of  the 
budget. 

First,  the  head  of  the  department  was  called 
before  the  committee  to  explain  the  items  in  his 
appropriation.  Upon  his  departure  the  committee 
has  been  furnished  with  a  secret  report  from  the 
Finance  Commission  containing  recommendations 
which  the  department  head  was  not  allowed  to 
examine  and  to  which  he  was  not  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  reply. 

It  now  appears  that  the  Finance  Commission, 
having  suddenly  discovered  that  the  reports  are 
full  of  ridiculous  errors  and  impracticable  recom- 
mendations, declines  to  assume  any  responsibility 
for  them,  although  up  to  the  Tuesday  before  last 
it  was  understood  by  the  committee,  as  shown  by 
the  stenographic  report  of  their  hearings,  that 
they  were  the  Finance  Commission's  recommenda- 
tions and  as  such  have  been  spread  before  the 
general  public  in  the  newspapers  for  several  weeks 
without  denial.  We  now  find  that  the  recom- 
mendations in  these  secret  reports  are  merely  the 
expression  of  the  personal  opinions  of  three  indi- 
viduals employed  by  the  commission — Messrs. 
Cunniff,  Ball  and  Dowling — who  by  no  stretch  of 
imagination  can  be  considered  experts  and  whose 
qualifications  to  successfully  conduct  even  the 
least  important  of  the  city  departments  are  Open 
to  considerable  doubt. 

With  this  situation  in  mind  I  have  furnished 
the  heads  of  the  various  departments  copies  of 
the  reports  in  question  and  have'  called  them 
together  and  publicly  instructed  them  to  make 
written  reports  on  the  various  criticisms  and 
recommendations,  indicating  those  which  are 
reasonable  and  replying  to  those  which  are  based 
on  insufficient  information  or  lack  of  judgment. 
These  reports,  so  far  as  received,  I  submit  here- 
with to  the  Council,  believing  that  the  committee 
should  have  the  benefit  of  them  before  finally 
passing  on  the  appropriations. 

If  the  members  of  the  City  Council  will  take 
into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  heads  of  the 
various  departments  as  a  class  are  a  body  of 
extremely  efficient  and  honorable  men,  and  that 
their  object  is  not  to  waste  the  city's  money,  but 
to  administer  their  departments  economically,  as 
shown  by  the  fact  that  at  least  twenty  depart- 
ments, turned  over  substantial  unexpended  bal- 
ances at  the  close  of  the  year,  then  it  will  be  possible 
for  the  City  Council,  the  Chief  Executive  and  the 
department  officials  to  come  together  on  a  com- 
mon basis  and  produce  a  budget  which  will  con- 
template no  such  silly  reforms  as  the  reduction  of 
an  item  for  typewriter  repairs  from  $5  to  $2,  or 
the  do'cking  of  a  scrub  woman  25  cents  for  an 
hour's  loss  of  time,  but  which  will  be  a  con- 
structive advance  in  administration. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Art  Commission. 

Boston,  April  1  I,  10  I  C. 
lion,  .lames  M.  Curlcy, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  favor  of  April    11, 
relating  to  the  segregated  budget,  the  Art   I 
ment  begs  to  state  that   it   has  not,  been  officiallj 

advised  of  anj   mis  in  it     .  ,  igjn   :  ,     ,,.,     ,      

I.han  I  hose  made  1>.\  vour  Honor;  and  if  any  fur- 
ther cut  into  the  department's  modest  estimates  i 


contemplated,  we  feel  not  only  that  such  pro- 
cedure would  hamper  the  usefulness  of  the  depart- 
ment, but  that  the  value  of  the  department  to  the 
city  would  be  impaired  seriously. 

In  accordance  with  your  Honor's  request,  the 
Art  Commissioners  have  considered  carefully  the 
report  of  the  chairman's  testimony  before  the  City 
Council,  and  they  unanimously  support  his  attitude. 
The  commissioners  have  reconsidered  with  care 
the  original  draft  asking  for  an  appropriation  of 
SI, 800  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  after  due  deliber- 
ation and  consulation,  bearing  in  mind  the  above 
statements,  they  arrive  at  what  seems  to  be  the 
only  possible  conclusion,  namely,  the  renewal  of 
their  request  covering  all  the  items  appearing  in 
their  communication  to  vour  Honor  under  date 
of  December  10,  1915. 

The  Art  Department  takes  advantage  of  this 
opportunity  to  call  again  the  attention  of  your 
Honor  to  the  fact  that  the  city  has  a  large  invest- 
ment in  works  of  art  and  that  at  present  no  city 
■department  bears  the  responsibility  of  their  care. 
Works  of  art  have  an  intrinsic  worth,  but  aside 
from  that,  unless  such  possessions  are  suitably 
looked  after,  they  necessarily  deteriorate  and 
depreciate  in  money  value.  They  are  now  neg- 
lected and  uncared  for,  and  we  feel  that  indiffer- 
ence to  such  conditions  should  not  be  tolerated  in 
any  city  department. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Thomas  Allen, 

Chairman. 

Assessing  Department. 

Boston,  April  15,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  comments  made  by 
the  investigators  of  the  Finance  Commission  on  the 
items  of  expenditure  recommended  in  the  segre- 
gated budget,  which  was  submitted  to  the  City 
Council,  in  relation  to  the  Assessing  Department, 
we  have  the  honor  to  state  certain  facts  in  relation 
thereto  and  specifically  answer  each  of  said  com- 
ments. 

The  investigators  state  with  regard  to  Item  A, 
Personal  Service,  as  follows: 

"The  pay  roll  paid  for  regular  employees  of  the 
department  at  present  is  $171,019.60,  including 
the  $10,000  recently  added  by  a  change  in  the 
compensation  of  the  first  assistant  assessors  from 
$1,000  to  $1,200  a  year.  The  rate  for  1916-17  for 
regular  employees  is  $181,115.60,  or  an  increase  of 
$10,096  over  their  present  pay  roll  schedule.  The 
Mayor  has  reduced  this  requested  appropriation 
of  $181,115.60  to  $172,015.60,  or  an  increase  over 
the  present  pay  roll  of  $996.  This  increase  is 
made  up  of  the  following  items:  $400  ($2,000  to 
$2,400  to  a  civil  engineer,  Neal  J.  Holland,  who 
was  transferred  to  this  department  on  April  17, 
1915,  from  the  Street  Laying-Out  Department,  to 
take  the  place  of  the  civil  engineer  in  the  Assessing 
Department,  who  had  died  previously;  the  de- 
ceased civil  engineer  worked  up  to  $2,400  after 
eight  years'  service  in  the  department.  At  the 
time  of  Holland's  transfer  he  was  paid  $1,500  per 
year  in  the  Street  Laying-Out  Department.  He 
has  already  had,  therefore,  a  $500  increase  within 
less  than  a  year,  and  the  Mayor  has  allowed  $400 
more  on  top  of  that.)" 

Mr.  Holland  succeeded  to  the  duties  of  Mr. 
Hunter  on  the  death  of  the  latter.  Mr.  Holland  is 
a  civil  engineer  of  twenty  years'  experience,  fully 
competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  position,  and 
is  caring  for  all  the  work  formerly  done  by  Mr. 
Hunter  and  in  addition  thereto  has  installed  a 
system  of  field  maps  for  the  use  of  the  local  assessors 
which  are  a  distinct  and  progressive  advancement 
over  anything  that  we  have  had  in  recent  years. 
Mr.  Holland's  services  in  connection  with  the  re- 
arrangement of  the  blocks  in  the  various  assess- 
ment districts  (50  in  number)  and  his  intelligent 
handling  of  the  data  required  in  the  change  to 
new  ward  lines  have  been  both  intelligent  and  com- 
brehensive.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  Mr. 
Holland  is  rendering  service  in  all  respects  equal  to 
that  formerly  given  by  his  predecessor,  and  is 
entitled  from  the  character  of  his  work  and  his 
ability  to  perform  it  to  the  salary  the  Board 
recommended  and  your  Honor  approved. 

"$156.  (A  $12  a  week  clerk,  John  F.  Qualters, 
who  nets  as  messenger  between  the  Assessing 
Department  on  the  third  Boor  of  City  Hall  Annex 
and  the  vaults  in   the  basement  of  the  building; 

the   Mayor  allowed  an  increase  to  $15  per  week.)" 
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The  messenger  referred  to  in  report  of  Finance 
Commission  has  other  duties  to  perform  than  run- 
ning errands  between  the  office  and  the  vault,  and 
those  consist  in  supervision  of  the  books  and  maps 
used  by  the  public  in  the  main  office,  watching 
them  to  prevent  mutilation  or  abuse.  The 
Bromley  maps,  of  which  ten  volumes  are  in  use, 
cost  not  less  than  $35  a  volume,  and  with  constant 
and  careless  handing  quickly  become  mutilated, 
unless  the  pages  are  kept  closed  and  the  books  in 
the  proper  receptacles.  In  addition,  the  messenger 
generally  assists  the  public  in  their  inquiries  for 
valuations,  locating  property  and  other  informa- 
tion which  heretofore  has  taken  up  the  time  of 
clerks',  through  interruption,  whose  services  are 
required  on  more  important  work  and  who  are 
compensated    accordingly.  v 

"  $440.  (Chauffeur.  The  department  has  been  * 
in  the  habit  of  borrowing  an  automobile  and  . 
chauffeur  from  other  city  departments  during  the 
time  when  the  Dooming  Board  is  in  session — ■. 
from  six  to  eight  weeks.  The  department  pro- 
vided for  the  purchase  of  an.  automobile  to  be  used 
exclusively  by  the  Assessing  Department  on  Sheet 
1,  which  'was  disallowed  by  the  Mayor,  and  pro- 
vided on  Sheet  2  for  a  year's  salary  for  the  chauffeur. 
The  Mayor  allowed,  however,  but  $440,  intending 
that  the  custom,  of  borrowing  a  machine  tempo- 
rarily should  be  employed  this  year.  .Last  year 
the  cost  of  the  chauffeur's  salary  paid  by  the 
Assessing  Department  was  $158.79.  This  item 
($158.79)  appears  under  'Existing  Conditions, 
Permanent  Employees,'  and  was  evidently  put  in 
there  mistakenly.  It  should  appear  under  the 
title  of  'Temporary  Employees.'  Therefore  the 
$440  allowed  by  the  Mayor  for  this  item  should  be 
subtracted  from  the  item  of  'Permanent  Employees' 
and  added  to  that  of  'Temporary  Employees,'  if  the 
Council  allows  $440  for  this  item.  This  is  $282 
more  than  was  paid  last  year  and  allows  for  twenty- 
one  weeks,  when  the  department  has  been  m  the 
habit  of  using  an  automobile  for  six  to  eight  weeks 
during  the  Dooming  Board's  session.)" 

In  preparing  the  original  copy  of  the  budget 
estimate,  the  department  asked  for  an  automobile, 
1  which  it  still  feels  is  a  necessity  and  would  be  of 
advantage,  because,  with  the  assurance  of  a  per- 
manent use  of  a  machine,  work  could  be  regulated 
throughout  the  year  where  its  use  would  be  of 
advantage  to  the  department.  The  item,  however, 
for  the  automobile  was  stricken  from  the  budget, 
but  the  item  for  $1,040  for  the  pay  of  a  chauffeur 
was  reduced  to  $440  by  your  Honor,  recognizing 
that  we  did  need  the  use  of  a  car  and  a  desire  to 
have  the  department  make  such  use  to  the  mini- 
mum degree  necessary.  The  original  item  of 
$1,040  was  not  placed  in  the  budget  mistakenly 
under  "Permanent  Employees,"  nor  should  the 
investigators  of  the  Finance  Commission  say  that 
the  resulting  allowance  of  $440  was  mistakenly 
placed  under  the  same  heading,  because  it  at  once 
becomes  apparent  that  your  Honor  haying  re- 
duced it,  the  amount  automatically  would  change 
to  the  "  Temporary  Employees." 

The  investigators  state  that  the  department 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  using  a  machine  for  a 
period  of  six  or  eight  weeks  during  the  Dooming 
Board  session.  This  is  misleading.  The  depart- 
ment has  not  used  the  machme  largely  during  the 
Dooming  Board  session,  but  has  used  it  during  the 
period  of  street  work  when  the  men  are  placing 
valuations  and  the  principal  assessors  are  super- 
vising that  work.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Board 
to  use  an  automobile,  if  it  can  be  so  arranged, 
more  than  heretofore,  particularly  m  the  season 
which  comes  in  the  fall  of  the  year  when  abate- 
ment hearings  are  held,  when  a  special  examination 
of  property  under  question  as  to  valuation  is 
necessary. 

"Item  A-2. — The  Mayor  has  allowed  for  street 
clerks  and  for  second  assistant  assessors  approxi- 
mately the  same  amount  of  money  which  was 
spent  last  year.  ,       ■;      ■_,  .      „f 

"Item  A-3.  Unassigned.— The  amount  of 
money  to  be  spent  under  this  item,  is  for  work 
entailed  by  the  transfer  of  the  police  listing  system 
from  the  Police  Department  to  the  Assessing 
Department.  The  Mayor  allowed  $5,000  tor  this 
item  It  cost  the  Police  Department  approxi- 
mately $6,000  for  clerical  work  incident  to  making 
out  the  police  lists."  ,  . 

The  investigators  do  not  make  clear  that  this 
department  provides  to  do  the  work,  which  cost 
the  Police  Department  approximately  $6,000,  tor 
$5,000;   and,  in  addition,  included  in  this  estimate 


provision  for. doing  the  work  which  the  police  did 
not  do,  such  as  writing-  of  poll  tax  bills,  and  cards 
for  the  preparation  of  tax  books  and  manuscripts, 
which  is  a  saving  of  work  and  expense  and  prevents 
duplication. 

"Item  B-l.  Service  other  than  Personal. — 
The  department  spent  last  year  $5,396;  requested 
$20,010  and  was  allowed  by  the  Mayor  $18,760. 
The  principal  item  of  this  large  increase  is  in 
printing  and  binding  (B-l),  which  has  been  made 
necessary  on  account  of  the  printing  of  the  lists 
of  voters  taken  over  from  the  Police  Department. 
It  cost  the  Police  Department  last  year  approxi- 
mately $14,600  to  do  the  same  work. 

"Item  B-2. — No  comment. 

"Item  B-3. — No  comment. 

"Item  B-4. — It  is  questioned  whether  25  per 
cent  over  the  expenditure  of  last  year  is  necessary 
for  this  item.  $400  will  suffice  as  far  as  anything 
the  assessors  have  in  mind." 

In  relation  to  B-4  "Transportation  of  persons, 
the  largest  portion  of  this  estimate  is  based  upon 
the  need  for  carriage  hire  of  the  assistant  assessors 
and  carfares  of  those  who  do  not  use  carriages. 
In  some  of  the  outlying  districts  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  properly  complete  the  worlc  on  time 
without  carriages.  As  the  new  method  under 
which  the  first  assistants  are  operating  will  oblige 
them  to  come  to  the  office  almost  daily,  they  are 
entitled  to  have  carfares  paid  and  $400  is  not 
enough  to  cover  all  of  this  expense. 

Item  B-13.  Telephone  service,  except  toll  calls, 
is  provided  by  the  Public  Buildings  Department; 
the  expenditure  in  1915-16  of  $1  is  worthy  of 
note. 

Communication. — The  estimate  of  $50  for  com- 
munication was  intended  to  rover  the  cost  of  tele- 
phone tolls  and  telegraphic  charges  and  messenger 
service.  In  1915  there  were  no  toll  telephone 
charges  against  the  department,  for  the  reason 
that  the  Public  Buildings  Department  had  suffi- 
cient funds  to  meet  those  requirements.  We  were 
advised  by  Mr.  Swift  of  the  Public  Buildings 
Department  that  this  year  we  should  include  a 
sufficient  amount  to  meet  the  toll  charges,  as  his 
fund  was  only  large  enough  to  meet  the  charges 
of  about  $1  per  month.  If  this  amount  is  exceeded 
a  bill  will  be  rendered  to  be  paid  from  the  appro- 
priation of  this  department. 

It  is  obvious  at  the  time  just  prior  to  the  declara- 
tion of  the  tax  rate,  also  in  the  last  periods  of 
preparation  of  the  December  warrant,  that  it  is 
necessary  for  the  department  to  get  quick  informa- 
tion as  to  questions  of  domicile,  ascertaining  loca- 
tion of  trustees,  conversation  with  individuals 
relative  to  their  holdings  of  certain  stocks  as 
revealed  by  information  coming  to  the  depart- 
ment, that  render  the  use  of  the  telephone,  in 
particular,  a  necessity  and  the  consequent  incur- 
rence of  expense  for  toll  charges. 

"(Copy  B-l,  page  3.)  B-14—  Disallowed  by 
the  Mavor. 

"(Copy  B-l,  page  3.)     B-29—  No  comment. 

"(Copy  B-l,  page  3.)  B-33— Interpreters.— 
$1  000  is  almost  50  per  cent  increase  over  the 
expenditure  of  1915-16.  Even  with  the  increase 
due  to  the  listing  of  polls,  it  is  a  question  whether 
it  is  necessary  to  increase  this  item  by  50  per  cent. 

We  spent  $566  last  year  for  interpreters.  Inves- 
tigators' comment  is  that  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease of  almost  50  per  cent  on  interpreters. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  asked  for  an  increase  ot 
almost  100  per  cent,  and  feel  that  we  are  justified 
in  asking  for  this  amount  because  of  the  fact  ot 
the  growth  of  the  foreign  population  speaking 
different  languages,  combined  with  the  fact  that 
this  year  we  are  taking  names  for  voting  purposes, 
as  well  as  for  the  assessing  of  a  poll  tax,  and  renders 
it  imperative  that  our  list  should  be  accurate  as 
to  spelling  of  the  names;  and  m  our  opinion  this 
particular  work  will  be  doubled  in  volume  this 
year.  Therefore,  the  allowance  for  expenditure 
is  necessary,  especially  as  any  unexpended  balance 
cannot  be  diverted  for  any  other  purpose,  and 
if  unused,  reverts  to  the  city  treasury. 

"B-35. — No  comment.  . 

"B-37. — $250.  The  amount  of  money  paid  in 
1915-16  was  for  printing  the  new  ward  maps. 
This  item  does  not  appear  as  an  expenditure  in 
1913-14,  or  1914-15,  and  it  is  doubtful  it  it  is 
necessary  for  1916-17,  as  the  work  on  the  ward 
maps  has  been  completed." 
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The  investigators  in  this  case  fail  entirely  to 
grasp  the  subject  matter.  The  new  ward  maps 
were  printed  last  year  and  furnished  us  by  the 
Election  Department.  The  work  we  contemplate 
and  ask  the  appropriation  for  is  the  preparation 
of  field  maps  for  the  use  of  the  assistant  assessors 
in  connection  with  their  street  work..  We  hope 
to  continue  this  work  from  year  to  year  until  we 
have  a  complete  and  up-t^o-date  system  of  maps 
conforming  to  the  several  assessing  districts. 
These  field  maps  are  intended  to  be  used  in  lieu 
of  the  data  which  your  Honor  contemplated  pro- 
viding for  in  a  new  survey  of  the  city,  and  which, 
as  we  understand  it,  you  set  aside  as  being  inex- 
pedient because  of  the  great  expense  involved. 

"(Copy  B-l,  page  3.)  B-39.  Contingent 
item. 

"C  Equipment. — The  total  expenditure  for 
1915-16  was  $2,379.  A  request  for  $4,500  was 
made  for  191C-17  and  was  cut  by  the  Mayor  to 
$2,750,  consisting  of  a  reduction  from  the  request 
of  automobile,  $1,500;  a  reduction  of  library 
supplies  from  $300  to  $50;  an  item  of  $2,700_for 
office  equipment  is  to  provide  for  four  combina- 
tion typewriting  and  adding  machines  (Reming- 
ton-Wahl  machines)  at  about  $2,200;  $50  for 
typewriting  equipment  and  $450  for  adding 
machines.  Last  year  the  department  paid  $2,057 
for  four  combination  machines. " 

The  estimate  made  for  the  four  Remington- 
Wahl  machines  was  $2,200.  This  is  an  increase  of 
$50  per  machine  more  than  was  paid  in  1915,  and 
was  made  with  the  knowledge  obtained  from  an 
authentic  source  that  the  cost  of  these  machines 
would  probably  be  further  advanced  on  account 
of  the  material  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
machines,  the  price  of  which  is  affected  by  war 
conditions.  We  are  unable  to  know  definitely  at 
what  time  the  department  would  be  in_a  position 
to  expend  the  i  money,  and  the  estimate  that  is 
made  to  provide  for  such  possible  contingency, 
and  it  again  should  have  been  evident  to  the 
investigators  that  any  unexpended  balance  would 
revert  to  the  city  treasury. 

"  D-Supplies. — The  department  expenditure  last 
year  was  $6,467;  it  requested  $10,150  and  was 
reduced  to  $7,650  by  the  Mayor. 

"D-l . — Allows  for  a  heavy  increase  in  stationery 
and  office  supplies  on  account  of  the  new  work, 
listing  polls,  etc.  While  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  work  of  the  department  will  be  increased,  it 
is  not  apparent  in  what  way  this  item  will  be  so 
heavily  increased  as  the  assessors  expect.  Other 
items  like  B-l,  B-37,  C-9  and  C-10,  which  have 
been  allowed  generously  by  the  Mayor,  care  for 
most  of  the  extra  expenses  on  account  of  the  new. 
work." 

The  appropriation  we  asked  for  was  to  cover 
office  supplies,  which  has  no  relation  to  the  items 
B-l,   B-37,   C-9    and    C-10  which  relate,   viz,: 

B-l  to  printed  matter  only,  such  as  the  printing 
of  the  annual  reports,  the  printed  poll  lists,  valua- 
tion sheets  and  posters. 

B-37,  which  relates  to  the  field  maps,  described 
under  previous  heading. 

C-9,  office  equipment,  such  as  the  typewriter 
and  adding  machines. 

C— 10,  which  is  for  library  equipment,  such  as 
directories,  Directory  of  Directors,  Massachusetts 
reports  and  Blue  Book,  Social  Register,  Banker  and 
Tradesman  and  publications  from  which  data  for 
purposes  of  location  and  identifying  taxpayers 
is  gathered. 

We  ask  this  money  for  the  printing,  binding  and 
ruling  of  the  necessary  books,  blanks,  tax  bills, 
stationery  supplies,  atlases,  sheets  (paper  stock), 
for  the  return  to  the  registrar  of  voters  and  the 
printer  in  the  preparation  of  the  voting  lists  and 
the  printed  list  of  assessed  polls.  In  this  particular 
the  department  asked  for  a  liberal  appropriation, 

which  your  Honor  saw  fit  to  reduce  to  an  ai i1 

which  gives  us,  as  it  now  stands,  about  $1,200 
($1,183)  over  what  was  expended  last  year,  which 
with  the  increase  of  materials,  paper  stock  alone, 
for  instance,  will  exhaust  a  large  amount  of  this 
appropriation. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  desires  to  be  understood 
as  having  made  their  estimates  for  the  budget 
conscientiously,  having  in  mind  a  better  efficiency 
in  asking  for  the  several  items  and  recognizing  the 
changed  conditions  this  .year  over  the  pn 
occasioned  by  change  in  method,  which  has  trans- 
ferred the  work  oi  listing  polls  from  the  Police 
Department    to    the    Assessing   Department;    the 


rearrangement  of  the  ward  lines;  consequent  work 
entailed  in  adjusting  the  books  and  method  of 
doing  the  work  thereto,  which  has  brought  into  use 
a  new  system  of  performing  the  street  work  and  a 
separation  of  the  functions  of  the  clerk  as  related 
to  the  assistant  assessors,  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible 
night  work,  all  of  which  we  hope  to  quicken  the 
completion  of  the  preliminary  work  essential  to 
the_  early  declaration  of  the  tax  rate  and  the 
delivery  of  the  bills.  In  this  the  Board  has 
naturally  been  guided  by  their  experience,  familiar- 
ity with  their  work  and  their  best  judgment  as  to 
the  necessities  of  the  department. 
Respectfully, 

Boabd  of  Assessors, 
Edward  B.  Daily, 

Chairman. 


Board  of  Examiners,  Building  Department. 
Boston,  April  14,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Inclosed   herewith  find  reply  to  the 
criticism  of  the  Finance  Commission  in  regard  to 
the  Board  of  Examiners. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Board  of  Examiners, 

Thomas  F.  O'Connor, 

Chairman. 

Group  A,  Item  1. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $3,340;    estimate    of   de- 
partment, $4,200;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $4,200; 
recommended,  $2,700. 

The  Board  estimates  the  maximum  compensation 
($1,000)  to  be  paid  each  commissioner,  as  provided 
by  ordinance.  The  expenditure  of  this  money 
depends  upon  the  amount  of  work  on  file  at  the 
office.  The  Board  estimates  that  during  the  current 
year  it  will  pass  upon  at  least  800  applicants 
seeking  registration  and  license  to  take  personal 
charge  or  control  of  the  construction  or  alterations 
of  first,  second  and  third  class  buildings,  moving 
or  shoring  of  buildings  and  tearing  down  of 
buildings. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  with  accuracy  the 
amount  of  work  that  will  come  before  the  Board  in 
any  year.  Under  section  7  of  the  ordinances  con- 
cerning control  of  building  operations,  the  Board 
has  power  to  revoke  or  suspend  licenses.  Licensees 
careless  or  negligent  in  the  performance  of  work 
under  their  control  are  brought  before  the  Board 
of  Examiners.  During  the  year  1915-16  at  least 
twelve  cases  were  reviewed  by  the  Board.  No 
licenses  have  been  revoked  or  suspended  as  yet  but  •> 
the  Board  has  a  list  of  persons  whose  work  is  being 
carefully  watched.  Some  of  these  men  have  been 
warned  that  a  further  violation  of  the  building  laws 
will  mean  a  suspension  or  revocation  of  their  license. 

In  view  of  the  number  of  applications  on  file  and 
the  possible  hearings  on  questions  of  violation  of 
the  building  law  the  Board  feels  justified  in  esti- 
mating for  the  full  amount. 

The  average  time  for  meetings  is  two  hours. 

Group  B,  Item  2. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,  $40;    estimate   of   depart- 
ment, $100;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $100;  recom- 
mended, $50. 
In  11115-16  the  Board  spent  $46  for  postage.    An 
additional  increase  was  asked  for  this  year  because 
the   Board   contemplated,   on   recommendation   of 
the  Building  Department,  the  licensing  of  persons 
taking   charge   of   the   installation,    alterations   or 
repair  of  elevators  or  appurtenances  thereto.     In 
case  this  is  done  at  least  $100  would  be  necessary  to 
carry  along  the  work  of  the  department. 

Group  B,  Item  3. 
Estimate  of    department,  $100;  allowed  by 

Mayor,  $100. 
This  was  asked  for  as  it  would  be  necessary  to 
advertise  in  the  papers  in  the  event  of  licensing 
ii  mechanics. 

Group  D,  Item  1. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,  $88;   estimate  of  depart- 
ment, s;iiio;  ;U I..w .-.1  bj    \ ,  $200;  recom- 
mended, $100. 
Requested  for  tin*    ome  reason  as  in  "B-2  and 
B    I,"  M.imi-h  .  i  he  liconsing  of  elevator  mech 
We  are  informed  thai  it  wouldaffecl  150  men. 
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Building  Department. 
Group  A,  Item  1.     Permanent  Employees. 
The  department  asked  for  $146,878.60  and  this 
is  the  amount  necessary  to  efficiently  operate  the 
department.     This  estimate  is  based  on  the  follow- 
ing table: 

Salaries  paid  to  present  occupants  of 

the  various  offices  in  the  department,  $134,678  60 

Vacancies  to  be  filled 6,200  00 

Three   additional   elevator   inspectors 

at  $1,600  each 4,800  00 

Increases  in  salaries  as  per  schedule 

below - 1,200  00 

$146,878  00 


Salary  increases  allowed  for  in  above  estimate: 

1  Building  inspector,  $200,  from  $1,800  to  $2,000 

2  Architects,  200,  from  1,400  to  *1,500 
1  Clerk,  300,  from 
1  Clerk,  200,  from 
1  Clerk,  100,  from 
1  Clerk,  100,  from 
1  Clerk,                           100,  from 

Total; $1,200 


800  to  1,100 

1,300  to  1,500 

1,400  to  1,500 

1,500  to  1,600 

1,000  to  1,100 


*  Each. 

Frank  Wells  resigned  from  this  department  to 
go  into  business  for  himself  as  an  architect  in  the 
firm  of  Wells  &  Dana,  where  he  has  built  up  a 
prosperous  and  flourishing  business. 


George  Jacobs  also  left  the  department  to  enter 
business  for  himself  as  an  architect  and  is  now 
busily  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Miss  Gladys  Meyers  left  the  department  to 
enter  the  employ  of  Richardson  &  Hill,  bankers, 
at  a  considerably  increased  salary  over  that  she 
was  receiving  from  the  city. 

For  the  year  1915-16  the  department  requested 
$134,100  and  not  $133,200  as  stated  by  the  Finance 
Commission.  Had  the  department  asked  for 
$1,800. to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  pen- 
sioning of  Mr.  Hinchey,  and  also  $900  for  Mr. 
Hinchey  as  a  pensioner,  the  total  amount  asked 
for  would  have  been  $135,000,  which  is  $900  more 
than  we  did  actually  ask  for.  This  $900  asked 
for  the  vacancy  was  intended  to  fill  the  position 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 

This  year  (1916-17)  the  $900  is  as  a  separate 
item  under  pensions,  and  the  full  amount  of 
$1,800  was  included  for  Mr.  Hinchey's  vacancy, 
which  has  been  filled  by  Mr.  Spillane. 

On  February  1,  1915,  there  were  in  the  depart- 
ment 73  employees  and  4  vacancies  as  follows: 

1  building  inspector,  1  plumbing  inspector 
(resigned),  2  clerks  (resigned). 

During  the  year  2  additional  vacancies  were 
caused  by  death: 

1  elevator  inspector,  1  gas  fitting  inspector. 
During   the    year    the    following    appointments 

were  made: 

2  constables,  1  building  inspector,  2  gas  fitting 
inspectors,  1  clerk. 

That  there  was  a  surplus  and  not  a  deficit  for 
the  year  is  accounted  for  by  the  following  savings 
on  salaries,  owing  to  deaths,  leaves  of  absence  and 
vacancies  which  were  allowed  but  not  filled: 


Amount 
Entitled. 

Amount 
Received. 

Amount 
Saved. 

$5,000  00 
1,600  00 
1,700  00 
1,200  00 
1,300  00 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,400  00 
1,500  00 
700  00 

$4,000  00 
280  00 

1,285  84 
979  00 

1,139  69 
511  67 
676  31 

$1,000  00 

M.  D.  E.  Greene 

1,320  00 

414  16 

F.  L.  Preble 

221  00 

160  31 

488  33 

823  69 

1,400  00 

Frank  Wells 

1,500  00 

700  00 

Totals 

$16,900  00 

$8,872  51 

$8,027  49 

The  following  appointments  were  made  during  the  year : 


Date  of 
Appointment. 

Salary. 

Amount 
Received. 

Nov.      24,  1915 
Jan.          3,  1916 
Dec.         1,  1915 
Feb.         8,  1915 
Jan.        10,  1916 
Jan.        28,  1916 
June      28,  1915 
March     8,  1915 

$1,700' 00 
1.S00  00 
1,300  00 
1,300  00 
1,100  00 
1,700  00 
1,200  00 
1,425  00 

$302  71 

123  28 

206  56 

Dennis  O'Connell : 

1,260  76 

54  23 

*  703  45 

t  1,046  35 

Total    . 

$3,697  34 

*  Temporary  to  date. 


t  Temporary  to  November  30,  1915. 
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Amount  saved  through  vacancies,  leaves 

of  absence,  etc .  $8,027  49 

Amount  paid  to  temporary  clerks  and 
new  appointees  not  provided  for  in 
appropriation 3,697  34 

Actual  saving  on  salaries 84,330  15 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  saving  was_  made  on 
salaries  and  not  as  the  Finance  Commission  states 
on  other  expenses  of  the  department,  because 
of  the  84,330.15  saved  on  salaries;  $2,735.34  had 
to  be  used  for  the  running  expenses  of  the  office 
and  department,  leaving  an  actual  surplus  of 
$1,594.81  on  hand  on  February  1,  1916.  Of  this 
amount  $1,530.19  was  transferred,  leaving  an 
actual  balance  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year  of 
$64.62. 

Group  A,  Item  3.     Unassigned.  . 

$100  asked  for  by  the  department  and  allowed 
by  Mayor. 

This  is  an  emergency  item  which  the  department 
considers  essential.  If  the  emergency  does  not 
arise  the  money  will  not  be  expended.  During 
the  vacation  of  the  regular  chauffeur,  if  this  amount 
is  not  allowed  there  will  be  no  money  to  pay  a 
temporary  chauffeur,  who  must  be  a  licensed  man, 
and  the  department  would  be  obliged  to  go  without 
the  use  of  the  car  during  this  period.  The  regular 
chauffeur  receives  $21.09  per  week,  and  the  tem- 
porary chauffeur  must  be  paid  the  same,  or  $42.18 
for  the  two  weeks.  All  other  emergency  charges 
of  this  nature  are  charged  against  this  item.  Thus 
it  can  be  seen  that  the  amount  requested  is  neces- 
sary. 

Group  B,  Item  1.     Printing  and  Binding. 
$714.87  requested  by  the  department. 
The  estimate  is  the  average  of  the  past  two  years, 
as  follows: 

1914 $1,047  00 

1915 382  73 

Total $1,429  73,  average   being   $714.86 

plus. 

_  The  objection  of  the  Finance  Commission  seems 
directed  principally  at  the  annual  report  of  the 
department  and  the  digest  of  the  Building  Law.  • 
At  the  price  of  last  year's  volumes  (62  cents  each), 
the  copies  of  the  annual  report,  of  which  300  have 
been  ordered,  would  amount  to  $186,  but  on  account 
of  photographs  inserted  and  additional  printed 
matter  the  Printing  Department  informs  us  that 
the  cost  of  this  edition  will  be  approximately  $215, 
or  about  71  cents  each. 

A  second  edition  of  the  Building  Law  in  1915  was 
made  necessary  because  the  first  edition  of  1,000 
copies  became  exhausted  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
New  amendments  to  the  Building  Law  made  it 
desirable  to  print  a  new  edition.  This  year,  at 
this  time,  April  12,  1916,  there  are  490  copies  of 
the  Building  Law  on  hand,  510  copies  having  been 
sold  during  the  past  six  months.  At  this  rate  six 
months  from  now  there  would  be  no  copies  of  the 
Building  Law  on  hand  to  which  to  add  an  addenda 
as  recommended  by  the  Finance  Commission. 
Before  anew  appropriation  could  go  into  effect  and 
a  new  edition  of  the  Building  Law  prepared,  indexed 
and  printed,  several  months  would  have  elapsed 
and  there  would1  be  no  Building  Law  on  hand  during 
that  period. 

One  thousand  copies  of  the  Building  Law  at  the 
same  price  as  last  year  would  be  $320.03.  This, 
together  with  approximately  $215  for  the  annual 
report,  would  make  $535.0,3  for  these  two  items 
alone. 

Digests  of  the  Gas  Fitting  Laws,  Plumbing  Laws 
and  other  such  pamphlets  arfd  publications  are 
charged  against  this  item. 

Group  B,  Item  2.     Postage. 

$555.50  asked  for  by  the  department  and 
allowed  by  Mayor. 

During  the  year  there  wore  sent  out  27,058  pos- 
tal cards  notifying  applicants  that  plans  and  appli- 
cations had  or  had  not  been  approved,  and  request- 
ing them  to  call  for  permits  or  to  amend  plans.  In 
addition  to  this  permits  for  gas  fitting,  plumbing 
and  boiler  installations  are  sent  in  envelopes  re- 
quiring a  two-cent  stamp.  Fight  thousand  live 
hundred  postal  cants  were  sent  out  relative  to 
elevator  licenses.  This  item  'also  co  '  posl 
for  registered  mail  where  service  cannot  be  made 
by  constablo  in  person. 


Group  B,  Item  3.     Advertising  and  Posting. 

$100  estimated  by  department  and  allowed  by 
Mayor. 

This  item  is  for  contingent  expenses,  contingent 
on  ordinances  being  passed  which  would  require- 
advertising. 

Group  B,  Item  4.     Transportation  of  Persons. 

$2,150.12  asked  for  by  department  and  $1,900.12 
allowed  by  Mayor.  , 

In  making  this  estimate  the  department  made 
an  average  of  the  expenses  of  the  past  two  years 
for  this  item,  with  the  intention  of  keeping  it  to 
the  minimum  expenditure,  the  amount  being  less 
than  actually  expended  two  years  ago.  These  car- 
fares are  occasioned  by  men  being  transported  over 
their  districts  from  place  to  place  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties,  to  save  time  and  add  to  the 
numbers  of  inspections  that  can  be  made.  The 
department  considered  the  possibility  of  an  increase 
in  the  force  owing  to  the  number  of  new  buildings, 
alterations,  etc.,  and  the  increased  number  of  exam- 
inations that  would  be  required,  and  in  the  interest 
of  economy  felt  that  an  endeavor  should  be  made 
to  keep  it  down  to  the  minimum  amount,  believing 
that  the  average  of  the  last  two  years  could  be 
fairly  considered  as  a  minimum. 

Group  B,  Item  11.     Insurance. 

$256  requested  by  department  and  allowed  by 
Mayor. 

Through  an  error  an  additional  policy  was  issued 
on  one  of  the  cars,  and  when  the  attention  of  the 
insurance  company  was  called  to  the  matter  the 
policy  was  canceled  and  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
mium refunded.  The  sum  required  for  the  year 
will  therefore  be  $178  instead  of  the  $256  originally 
asked  for. 

Group  B,  Item  12.     Premium  on  Surety  Bond. 
$35  asked  by  department  and  allowed  by  Mayor. 
On  further  investigation  we  find  that  the  amount 
of  the  premium  should  be  $20  instead  of  $35. 

Group  B,  Item  13.     Communication. 

$50  requested  by  department  and  allowed  by 
Mayor. 

This  item  is  necessary  because  at  the  first  of 
January  of  each  year  it  is  necessary  to  send  out 
approximately  5,000  postal  cards  relative  to  the 
renewal  of  elevator  licenses,  etc.,  and  the  amount 
of  work  involved  in  the  issuing  of  these  cards  makes 
it  necessary  to  have  them  addressed  by  the  Boston 
Mailing  Company,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  we 
have  put  at  $50. 

Group  B,  Item  14.     Motor  Vehicles. 

$1,619.40  requested  by  department  and  $1,619.46 
allowed  by  Mayor. 

The  amount  requested  by  the  department  is  the 
average  of  the  expense  of  the  last  two  years  for 
motor  vehicle  repairs. 

On  September  25,  1913,  the  department  pur- 
chased a  Marquette  touring  car;  in  January,  1914, 
the  department  bought  a  Cross  Country  Roadster. 
In  1914  there  was  expended  $1,423  for  repairs  on 
these  two  cars,  and  in  1915  approximately  $1,815.97 
was  expended  for  the  same  purpose.  In  August, 
1915,  the  condition  of  these  two  cars  was  such  that 
the  Finance  Commission  recommended  that  the 
department  purchase  two  new  cars.  With  this 
experience  before  us  we  felt  that  with  the  purchase 
of  two  new  cars  last  August  the  department  was 
warranted  in  asking  for  an  amount  equal  to  the 
average  of  what  had  been  expended  during  the 
past  two  years  for  repairs  on  the  former  cars. 
Now  if  two  cars  purchased  about  the  first  of  the 
year  1914  required  an  average  expenditure  of 
approximately  $1,600  a  year  for  repairs,  why 
should  not  the  same  amount  be  required  for  two 
cars  purchased  in  the  fall  of  1915? 

Already  these  cars  have  been  in  use  eight  months, 
and  twelve  months  more  will  elapse  before  another 
appropriation  can  go  into  effect.  This  will  make 
the  life  of  the  two  present  oars  as  long  as  that  of  the 
last  two,  and  will  in  ill  probabihtj  raqutrii  an  equal 
amount  of  expenditures  for  repairs. 

The  Finance  Commission  claims  that  aa  these 
pars  were  new  last,  August  the  sum  requested  is  far 
in  excess  of  what  will  be  required  for  repairs.  The 
two  previous  cars  were  new  in  r.i  l  I ,  yel  in  loss  than 
two  yoars  thoj  cost  approximately  $3,200  foi  re 
pairs.  Whj  •.-.ill  the  cai  i  we  now  have  not  require 
an  ei ,nd  amount? 
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Group  B,   Item  26.     Protective  and  Preventive. 

The  department  asked  for  $1,785,  which  was  the 
average  of  the  past  two  years.  $785  allowed  by 
Mayor. 

This  is  a  contingent  expense.  The  department 
is  placed  in  a  position  that,  by  law,  it  must  see  that 
the  public  is  secured.  In  case  of  an  emergency 
its  duty  would  be  to  secure  the  public,  and  if  the 
appropriation  is  insufficient,  to  apply  to  the  City 
Council  for  an  amount  sufficient  to  cover  the 
expense  incurred. 

Group  B,  Item  29.  Stenographic  and  Copying' 
$50  asked  by  department  and  allowed  by  Mayor 
This  is  simply  a  contingent  expense. 

Group  B,  Item  35.     Fees. 

$35  asked  by  department  and  allowed  by  Mayor. 

At  the  time  of  making  estimate  the  amount  of  the 
fees  that  would  be  required  was  not  known  and  the 
estimate  was  made  the  same  as  for  the  two  old 
machines.  Later,  in  obtaining  licenses,  it  was 
found  that  the  cost  for  fees  for  registration  would 
be  $25  in  lieu  of  $35  as  estimated,  and  the  amount 
of  $25  is  therefore  sufficient. 

Group  B,  Item  37.     Photographic  and  Blue- 
printing. 

$350  asked  by  department  and  allowed  by  Mayor. 

In  making  the  estimate  for  photographic  and 
blueprinting  it  was  the  desire  of  the  department 
not  only  to  continue  the  work  as  already  carried  on 
but  to  extend  it  to  take  in  violations  of  the  law  so 
that  the  photographs  as  evidence  would  be  conclu- 
sive in  connection  with  the  statement  of  the  inspec- 
tor. In  the  annual  report  for  the  year  just  closed 
there  will  be  views  and  photographs  of  a  building 
which  has  been  occupied  as  a  tenement  house  in 
violation  of  the  law,  without  the  necessary  means 
of  egress  required  by  law  and  as  shown  on  approved 
plans.  The  photographs  show  the  bearers  inserted 
in  the  wall  but  nothing  more  done.  This  was 
conclusive  evidence  to  the  court  of  the  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  owner  of  the  building  to  conform  to 
the  requirements  of  law,  and  he  was  fined  $200  on 
this  evidence. 

Practical  experience  has  shown  us  the  usefulness 
of  photographs  as  a  record  of  the  work  of  the  Build- 
ing Department,  and  the  amount  asked  for  is  con- 
sidered necessary  to  extend  this  work  and  make  the 
records  more  complete. 

Group  B,  Item  39.     General  Plant. 

$310  asked  by  department  and  allowed  by  Mayor. 

Under  this  item  is  charged  expense  for  correction 
of  insurance  maps,  keeping  them  up  to  date.  We 
have  nine  ^ volumes  of  these  maps  and  the  charge 
for  correction  is  $10  per  volume  as  needed.  Further, 
the  upkeep  and  repair  of  typewriters  under  con- 
tract at  $108  per  annum  is  charged  to  this  account. 
Estimate  included  two  items  which  through  over- 
sight should  have  been  charged  against  B-26  as 
follows : 

$85  for  removing  building  at  104  Westminster 
street. 

$35.02  for  removing  building  at  24  Tyler  street. 

$200  will  therefore  cover  the  needs  of  the  depart- 
ment for  this  item. 

Group  C,  Item  4.     Motor  Vehicles  F;quipment. 

$150  asked  by  department  and  allowed  by  Mayor. 

This  item  includes  new  automobiles,  all  parts 
for  auto  in  connection  with  which  there  is  no 
charge  for  labor,  tires,  tire  chains,  lamps,  lenses, 
brackets,  batteries,  horns,  bulbs,  etc.  The  esti- 
mate is  the  amount  considered  necessary  for 
ordinary  upkeep.  No  new  cars  are  anticipated 
this  year. 

The  department  was  advised  by  the  Purchasing 
Department  to  secure  tires  now  in  anticipation  of 
a  rise  in  prices.  We  did  this,  but  the  bill  did  not 
come  in  until  after  the  time  for  the  budget.  We 
saved  quite  a  penny  on  those  tires.  By  buying 
them  as  we  did,  we  bought  tires  at  $62.60  that  are 
selling  today  at  $68.80,  and  tires  at  $178  that  are 
selling  today  for  $195.80. 

This  estimate  has  already  proven  insufficient  as 
we  have  received  a  bill  for  a  set  of  tires  for  each 
machine  amounting  to  $228.57. 

Group  C,  Item  9.     Office  Equipment. 

$655  asked  by  department  and  allowed  by 
Mayor. 

The  department  has  felt  for  the  past  two  years 
that  several  new  machines  should  be  provided  for 
the  departmental  work,  and  in  asking  for  the 
amount  of  $655  this  year,  which  is  allowed  by  the 


Mayor,  the  department  feels  that  its  estimate  is 
extremely  reasonable  and  should  be  allowed. 

The  adding  machine  now  in  use  in  the  Building 
Department,  while  it  may  not  be  considered  out 
of  repair,  still  is  a  very  old  machine,  having  been 
bought  by  the  department  June  8,  1911.  It  has 
been  ascertained  from  the  Burroughs  Company 
that  this  machine  was  built  about  1904,  was  over- 
hauled and  rebuilt  for  sale  as  a  second-hand  ma- 
chine in  1911,  and  we  are  also  informed  by  the 
same  cftmpany  that  at  present  it  has  an  exchange 
value  of  approximately  $25.  The  work  required 
from  such  a  machine  has  considerably  increased 
this  last  year  and  the  department  feels  it  should 
have  a  new  up-to-date  machine  to  properly  carry 
on  the  work  of  tne  department.  A  new  machine 
such  as  required  for  the  work  of  the  department 
will  cost  about  $450. 

For  the  past  year  the  department  has  been  get- 
ting along  with  this  adding  machine  and  with 
typewriters  that  are  fast  approaching  the  state 
where  they  will  have  no  exchange  value.  The 
amount  of  work  performed  in  the  Building  De- 
partment can  readily  be  seen  by  anyone  desiring 
to  investigate.  To  keep  up  this  good  work 
machines  in  proper  condition  must  be  supplied. 
There  is  no  economy  in  waiting  until  a  machine 
breaks  down  before  obtaining  a  new  one,  because 
the  work  produced  by  it  deteriorates  in  the  same 
proportion  as  the  machine  deteriorates.  The 
estimate  as  submitted  included  an  allowance  for 
two  new  typewriters  at  approximately  $75  each. 

Under  the  new  system  just  installed  four  new 
numbering  machines  will  be  required  for  the  work 
of  the  department  at  a  cost  of  $14  each. 

Group  D,  Item  1.     Office  Supplies. 

$2,600  asked  for  and  allowed  by  Mayor. 

This  item  includes  all  printed  forms,  supplies 
and  stationery  used  in  the  department. 

The  Building  Department  purchases  by  requisi- 
tion as  required  by  ordinance  through  the  Printing 
Department  or  Supply  Department  all  materials 
and  work  which  either  of  said  departments  furnish. 
All  supplies  that  can  be  so  purchased  are  secured 
through  the  Supply  Department  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  all  supplies  furnished  by  the  Printing 
Department  have  been  obtained  through  them  by 
requisition  for  many  years. 

Group  D,  Item  11.     Motor  Vehicles  Supplies. 

$530  asked  for  and  allowed  by  Mayor.  _ 

The  department  has  made  a  careful  estimate  as 
to  the  amount  of  supplies  that  will  be  required  in 
the  nature  of  gasolene,  lubricating  oils,  etc., 
basing  it  on  the  mileage  of  the  cars  and  the  cost 
of  the  materials  today,  and  we  find  that  the 
amount  asked  for  is  the  minimum  on  which  the 
department  can  efficiently  run  the  cars. 

The  following  table,  showing  the  volume  of  work 
done  in  1915  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
may  be  of  interest  in  considering  the  appropriation 
asked  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Permits. 


Calendar 
Year. 

Gain. 

Gain 
Per 

1915. 

1914. 

Cent. 

Brick 

S73 
1,511 
5,045 

503 
1,231 
3,166 

370 

280 

1,879 

73 

Wood 

22 

59 

Completed  Work. 


1915. 

1914. 

Brick.... 

$19,466,436  00 
4,766,488  00 
4,880,768  00 

$15,483,805  00 

Wood 

4,397,403  00 

4,311,500  00 

Totals 

$29,113,692  00 

$24,192,708  00 

APRIL    25,    1916. 
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Full  work  of  all  kinds,  including  the  above,  and 
plumbing,  boilers,  gasfitting,  etc.,  1915,  $32,672,- 
532;   1914,  826,876,044. 

This  is  a  gain  in  volume  of  completed  work  of 
$5,796,488,  or  17  per  cent  plus. 


1915. 

1914. 

Gain. 

Gain 

per 

Cent. 

Notices  served  by 
constables.  .  .  . 

Notices  served  by 

8,668 
613 

6,614 
529 

2,054 

84 

23  plus 

Total 

Examin  a  t  i  o  n  s 

9,281 

106,990 
8,110 

7,143 

100,574 
7,181 

2,138 

6,416 
929 

29  plus 

Reports  made .  .  . 

The  year  1915  is  the  banner  year  in  the  history 
of  the  department  and  the  present  outlook  indicates 
that  the  coming  year  will  surpass  even  the  record  of 
last  year,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  following  com- 
parison: 

Applications  received  for  new  buildings  and 
alterations:  1914,  8,128;  1915,  10,485;  1916  (from 
January  1  to  March  1,  1,987. 

The  applications  already  received  in  1916  as 
shown  above  indicate  that  the  total  for  the  year 
will  run  well  over  12,000. 


Citt  Clerk  Department. 

Boston,  April  14,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  request  for  a  state- 
ment relative  to  the  appropriation  items  allowed 
by  you  for  the  City  Clerk  s  Department,  I  respect- 
fully submit  the  following: 

In  1907  the  expenditures  of  the  department  were 
$51,154.08;  in  1915  the  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ment were  $43,314.43,  a  decrease  of  $7,839.65,  or 
15  per  cent. 

In  1907  there  were  33  employees;  in  1915  there 
were  26  employees,  a  decrease  of  21  per  cent. 

In  1907  the  receipts  from  recorded  instruments 
were  $5,893.45;  in  1915  the  receipts  from  recorded 
instruments  were  $8,580.65,  an  increase  of  45 
per  cent. 

These  receipts  are  a  fairly  accurate  measure  of 
the  ordinary  routine  work  of  the  department. 

Since  1907  the  following  additional  duties  have 
been  imposed  on  the  department  by  statute, 
namely:  The  issuing  of  hunters'  licenses,  the 
filing  and  indexing  of  all  city  contracts,  the  filing 
and  indexing  of  business  certificates,  the  filing  of 
blasting  bonds,  the  issuing  of  renewals  of  explosives 
licenses,  the  issuing  of  firearms  licenses,  the 
recording  of  pole  and  conduit  locations,  and  the 
recording  of  certain  conditional  bills  of  sale  and 
bills  of  sale  held  as  security. 

Considerable  increased  work  also  has  been 
caused  by  the  introduction  of  a  duplicate  record 
system  by  which  every  page  of  record  work  is 
made  in  duplicate,  and  the  copies  are  bound  and 
stored  in  a  separate  vault. 

A  department  which,  in  eight  years,  shows  an 
increase  of  at  lea3t  50  per  cent  in  work  and  a 
decrease  of  7  in  the  number  of  employees,  and 
which  was  maintained  last  year  for  $7,S00  less 
than  it  cost  eight  years  ago,  and  86,000  less  than  it 
cost  eighteen  years  ago,  is,  to  say  the  least,  not 
extravagantly  administered. 

These    are    the    facts    concerning    the    financial 
administration   of  the   City   Clerk's   Department, 
and  I  appreciate  the  opportunity  you  have  afforded 
me  of  making  them  a  matter  of  public  record. 
Respectfully, 
James  Donovan,  City  Clerk. 


The  City  Planning  Board. 

Boston,  April  15,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Before  taking  up  in  detail  the  recom- 
mendations of  the    I  ■  1 1 1 : 1 1 1  <  ■  >    Commission  so  fur  as 


they  refer  to  the  estimates  of  1916-17  expenditures 
submitted  by  the  City  Planning  Board,  I  beg  to 
make  the  following  general  statement: 

Our  budget  was  originally  prepared  on  the  basis 
of  an  expenditure  of  $8,000,  this  being  the  amount 
necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  the 
Board,  to  reasonably  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
department.  Under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
12  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1914,  amended 
under  date  of  April  10,  1915,  the  department  may 
expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000  per  annum, 
and  we  were  therefore  compelled  to  cut  our  esti- 
mates at  every  point  in  order  to  bring  them  within 
the  prescribed  amount. 

The  difference  between  the  columns,  '  'Estimate 
of  Department"  and  "Allowed  by  Mayor"  does 
not,  therefore,  necessarily  represent  reductions 
by  your  Honor,  but  rather  cuts  made  by  the 
department  in  order  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  the  amended  ordinances. 

Group  A,  Item  1. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,    $3,995.52;      estimate    of 
deoartment,    $4,495.52;     allowed   by    Mayor, 
$3,995.52;   recommended,  $3,995.52. 

Group  A,  Item  2. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,    $166.10;    estimate   of  de- 
partment,   $550;     allowed   by    Mayor,    $260; 
recommended,  $260. 

Group  A,  Item  3. 
Estimate  of  department,  $450. 
Representing  respectively  permanent  employees, 
temporary  employees,  and  unassigned,  reductions 
made  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  explana- 
tion, and  no  criticisms  offered  by  the  Finance 
Commission. 

Group  B,  Item  1. — Printing  and  Binding. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $39.72;     estimate   of   de- 
partment,   $175;     allowed    by    Mayor,    $50; 
recommended,  $25. 
(Finance  Commission  Statement. — This  money 
is  generally  spent  for  printing  reports  on  special 
studies   made   by   the   department.     If   the  type- 
writer were  used  in  printing  the  reports  the  cost 
would  be  considerably  decreased.) 

In  1915-16,  out  of  a  total  of  $39.72,  $34.80  was 
expended  for  1,000  copies  of  our  annual  report  for 
distribution  from  this  office,  and  the  balance, 
$4.92,  was  expended  for  the  binding  of  two  books. 
We  had  in  mind  certain  definite  additional  expense 
for  binding  during  the  year  1916-17  and  therefore 
asked  for  the  slightly  increased  appropriation. 

We  have  a  rather  extensive  mailing  list,  upwards 
of  600  names,  most  of  them  being  placed  thereon 
by  request,  or  in  response  to  a  similar  courtesy 
extended  to  us.  This  exchange  of  publications  we 
consider  very  important  as  in  no  other  way  is  it 
possible  to  so  well  keep  in  touch  with  the  activities 
of  other  organizations  engaged  upon  similar  work. 
The  Finance  Commission  suggests  the  use  of  the 
typewriter  in  printing  these  ieports.  We  admit 
that  this  is  possible,  but  in  no  way  feasible,  since 
the  expense  would  thereby  be  increased  beyond  all 
proportions,  and  the  results  would  be  at  best 
unsatisfactory. 

Group  B,  Item  2. — Postage. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $0.22;     estimate    of    de- 
partment,   $200;     allowed   by    Mayor,    $200; 
recommended,  $50. 

(Finance  Commission  Statement. — The  extent 
of  the  business  done  by  the  department  is  indi- 
cated by  the  amount  spent  in  1915-16,  $0.22 
being  expended  in  that  year.  The  item  is  for 
postage  for  mailing  reports,  when  printed,  to  city 
planning  boards,  and  $50  will  undoubtedly  bo 
sufficient  for  this  purpose.) 

The  absurdity  of  the  statement,  "The  extent 
of  the  business  done  by  the  department  is  indi- 
cated by  the  amount  spent  in  1915-16,  $0.22,"  is 
apparent  on  tho  face  of  it.  This  matter  was  fully 
explained  to  the  Finance  Commission  investigator 
and  apparently  understood  by  him. 

The  City  Planning  Board  was  established  in 
March,  1914,  and  from  that  time  until  the  end  of 
the  fiscal  year,  ordered  a  supply  of  stamped 
envelopes  and  postage  stamps  to  the  extent  of 
$99.56.  Naturally  the  activities  of  the  department 
were  small  in  the  beginning,  and  the  Supply  of 
postage  I. hen  secured  carried  us  through  that  and 
much  of  the  succeeding  year.     The  $0.22   Doted, 
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which  apparently  ^  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Finance  Commission,  was  paid  out  in  cash  for 
overdue  postage  and  charged  for  as  such.  In 
December,  1915,  we  ordered  a  further  supply  of 
stamped  envelopes  and  stamps,  but  these  were 
included  in  our  January,  1916,  bills,  and  therefore 
did  not  appear  in  the  1915-16  expenditures. 
Therefore,  $100  covered  our  postage  expenses  for 
a  period  of  practically  twenty  months  when  the 
department  was  really  preparing  for  active  work. 
The  increased  amount  requested  this  year,  and 
allowed  by  your  Honor,  is  largely  to  cover  the 
cost  of  mailing  two  special  reports,  the  East 
Boston  report  and  the  market  report,  now  prac- 
tically ready  for  distribution. 

Group  B,  Item  4. — Transportation  of  Persons. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $1.78;   estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $15;    allowed   by  Mayor,  $10;.  recom- 
mended, $5. 

(Finance  Commission  Statement. — Car  fares  for 
investigator;  $5  seems  to  be  sufficient.) 

Before  making  any  recommendation  or  report, 
it  is  almost  invariably  necessary  that  the  area  in 
question  be  visited  in  person  by  members  of  the 
Board  or  by  its  investigator.  Such  investigations 
by  members  of  the  Board  have  been  made  at  their 
own  expense,  but  certain  small  outlays  are  abso- 
lutely essential  on  the  part  of  employees  of  the 
office.  For  instance,  there  was  expended  by  our 
investigator,  for  car  fares  in  connection  with  the 
work  of  the  office,  during  the  month,  of  March, 
$1.25.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  on  what 
basis  the  Finance  Commission  makes  its  estimate 
of  $5  to  provide  for  this  expense  throughout  the 
year. 

Group  B,  Item  5. — Cartage  and  Freight. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $8.40;   estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $10. 
This   amount  we   eliminated   in   order  to   keep 
within  the  $5,000  limit. 

Group  B,  Item  13. — Communication. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $9.S5;    estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $25;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $15. 

(Finance  Commission  Statement. — This  is  for 
messenger  service.) 

This  amount  has  apparently  been  eliminated  by 
the  Finance  Commission.  A  certain  amount  of 
messenger  service  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  if 
not  to  be  allowed  under  this  heading,  the  only 
other  method  available  would  be  the  employment 
of  an  office  boy,  which  expense  we  have  endeavored, 
and  have  been  compelled  by  circumstances  to 
refrain  from  incurring. 

Group  B,  Item  28. — Expert  and  Architect. 
Estimate  of  department,  $1,200. 
(No  comment  offered  by  Finance  Commission.) 
This  item  was  included  in  the  hope  that  we  might 
be  able  to  carry  out  one  portion  of  the  work  for 
which  we  were  constituted  under  the  act  of  the 
Legislature;  that  is,  to  make  plans  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  municipality  with  special  reference  to 
1  the  proper  housing  of  its  people.  We  were  unable 
to  take  that  matter  up  until  the  passage  of  the  con- 
stitutional amendment  this  last  year  making  it 
possible  to  take  lands  and  to  build  houses  for  work- 
ing people.  We  had  hoped  that  we  should  be  able 
to  employ  architects  actually  to  make  plans  for 
such  buildings,  architects  who  have  been  engaged 
in  similar  work  in  the  rebuilding  of  Salem  and 
elsewhere,  and  so  contribute  something  definite  in 
the  shape  of  actual  plans  for  workingmen's  resi- 
dences, either  in  the  form  of  tenements  in  the  city 
or  of  small  houses  outside.  We  found  that  that 
would  be  entirely  impossible  under  the  old  allow- 
ance of  $5,000.  Therefore,  we  have  been  very 
regretfully  compelled  to  cut  that  item  out  of  our 
estimate. 

Group  B,  Item  29. — Stenographic  and  Copying. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $113.65;  estimate  of  de- 
partment, $150;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $75. 
(Finance  Commission  Statement. — Expended  for 
multigraphing  and  outside  stenographic  and  copy- 
ing work.  This  should  be  done  by  the  clerk  of  the 
office.) 

To  carry  out  this  recommendation  of  the 
Finance  Commission  would  necessitate  the  pur- 
chase of  a  multigraph  machine  at  an  expense  of 
$320  upwards.  The  supplies  incidental  to  the 
operation  of  such  a  machine  would  also  be   con- 


siderable. The  outside  stenographic  and  copying 
work  has  been  done  only  when  absolutely  impos- 
sible for  it  to  be  performed  by  the  clerk  of  the 
office,  who  is  also  secretary  to  the  Board,  and  who 
is  of  necessity  engaged  upon  other  and  more 
important  work  at  certain  times. 

Group    B,     Item    37.— Photographic    and    Blue- 
printing. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,  $134.39;    estimate  of  de- 
partment,   $150;     allowed    by    Mayor,    $100; 
recommended,  $100. 
No    comment    made    by  Finance    Commission. 
Reduced  from  original  estimate  in  order  to  keep 
within  the  $5,000  limit. 

Group  B,  Item  39. — General  Plant  Repairs. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,  $59.32;  estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $79.48;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $44.48;  re- 
commended, $25. 
(Finance    Commission    Statement. — This    item 
is  for  mounting  maps,  surveys  and  frames.) 

Fifty  dollars  of  the  amount  expended  in  1915-16 
was  in  connection  with  the  Metropolitan  City  Plan- 
ning Exhibition  for  City  and  Town  Advance,  No- 
vember, 1915.  This  exhibition,  lasting  ten  days,  was 
visited  by  upwards  of  50,000  people,  which  would 
seem  to  be  ample  justification  for  the  amount  ex- 
pended in  arranging  for  the  exhibit  of  this  depart- 
ment. Other  exhibitions  will  be  held  during  the 
coming  year,  and  the  estimate  is  also  intended  to 
provide  for  mounting  maps,  framing,  repairs  to 
typewriter  or  other  office  equipment. 

Group  C,  Item  10. — Library. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,  $121.87;    estimate  of  de- 
partment,   $150;     allowed   by    Mayor,    $110; 
recommended,  $50. 

(Finance  Commission  Statement. — This  item 
covers  the  cost  of  membership  in  two  city  planning 
associations,  $5  each,  subscriptions  to  papers,  and 
purchases  of  books  on  city  planning.) 

This  item  provides  for  one  copy  of  each  of  the 
Boston  daily  papers,  which  we  consider  necessary 
in  order  to  keep  in  touch  with  local  affairs  and 
from  which  clippings  are  made  and  kept  on  file. 
This  means  an  approximate  expense  of  $60  a  year. 
Subscription  to  a  press  clipping  bureau  would  be 
more  expensive  and  far  less  satisfactory.  It  is 
also  necessary  that  atlases  be  purchased  from  time 
to  time,  at  a  cost  of  from  $30  to  $35  each,  a  new 
one  covering  some  particular  section  of  the  city 
being  published  practically  every  year. 

Membership  in  the  two  city  planning  associa- 
tions referred  to,  the  National  Conference  on  City 
Planning  and  the  National  Housing  Association, 
at  a  cost  of  $5  each  per  annum,  we  consider  very 
valuable  and  very  necessary.  Both  associations 
hold  annual  conventions  at  which  addresses  are 
made  by  men  representing  the  very  best  thought 
upon  city  planning  and  kindred  subjects.  These 
addresses  are  afterwards  reproduced  in  book  form 
and  distributed  to  the  members  of  the  associations. 
In  addition,  a  variety  of  literature  is  published  by 
each  association  during  the  year  and  distributed 
to  its  members.  Occasional  local  conferences  are 
held,  and  this  department  has  access  at  all  times 
to  a  fund  of  information  accumulated  by  these  two 
organizations  in  years  of  study  and  research  work. 

The  purchase  of  authoritative  books  on  certain 
phases  of  city  planning  is  also  deemed  necessary 
and  important.  In  fact,  it  was  with  much  regret 
that  we  reduced  our  original  estimate  of  $150  to 
$110,  and  the  $50  suggested  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mission would  be  entirely  inadequate. 

Group  C,  Item  1. — Tools  and  Instruments. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $16.20;  estimate  of  depart- 
ment,   $75;  allowed   by    Mayor,   $50;  recom- 
mended, $25. 

(Finance  Commission  Statement. — This  item  is 
for  purchasing  draughting  materials.) 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  practically 
a  new  department  and  as  such  we  have  to  build 
up  from  the  beginning.  We  had  no  material  to 
start  with,  and  instead  of  an  estimate  intended  to 
cover  the  cost  of  replacing  old  or  worn  out  material 
as  needed,  we  must  plan  on  the  purchase  of  new 
tools  and  instruments  as  they  become  necessary 
in  our  draughting  room.  For  that  reason  we  would 
like  an  appropriation  of  $75,  reduced  it  regretfully 
to  $50,  and  would  be  seriously  handicapped  if 
confined  to  $25,  recommended  by  the  Finance 
Commission. 
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Group  D,  Item  1. — Office  Supplies. 
Expenditures,      191.5-16,     $277.73;    estimate      o£ 
department,    $275;  allowed    by    Mayor,    $90; 
recommended,  $25. 

(Finance  Commission  Statement. — To  be  used 
for  purchasing  stationery  for  the  office.) 

This  includes  typewriter  ribbons  and  paper, 
carbon  paper,  pencils,  erasers,  pens,  penholders 
and  ink,  mailing  envelopes,  shipping  tags,  labels, 
pay  roll  sheets  and  requisitions,  sheets  for  monthly 
report  of  expenditures  and  for  subdivision  of  bills, 
as  required  by  the  City  Auditor,  note  books, 
rubber  bands,  blotters,  paste,  clips,  binders,  stamp 
pads  and  stamps,  index  cards,  vertical  guides  and 
folders,  wrapping  paper  and  twine,  tracing  paper, 
tracing  cloth  and  detail  paper,  transfer  files,  letter 
heads  and  envelopes  and  the  other  accessories 
which  enter  into  the  daily  conduct  of  any  estab- 
lished office.  We  are  at  a  loss,  therefore,  to  con- 
ceive by  what  process  of  reasoning  the  Finance 
Commission  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  $25 
would  be  a  sufficient  amount  to  appropriate  for 
this  purpose. 

To  recapitulate,  the  Finance  Commission 
recommends  a  total  reduction  of  $439.48.  To 
compass  this  so-called  saving  it  would  necessitate 
in  items — 

Group  B,  Item  1,  and  Group  B,  Item  29. 
The  employment  of  an  additional  clerk 

at  approximately  $10  a  week,  or ....  .  $520  00 

The  purchase  of  a  multigraph  machine .. .  320  00 

The  purchase  of  an  extra  typewriter 83  00 

Necessitating     extra     supplies     at     an 

estimated  expense  of 25  00 

Group  B,  Item  13. 
The    employment    of   an    office   boy    at 

approximately  $6  a  week 300  00 

or  a  total   expenditure  of    approxi- 
mately  $1,248  00 

to  accomplish  the  saving  of  $439.48  recommended 
by  the  Finance  Commission. 

Respectfully  yours, 
R.  A.   Cham,  Chairman. 


Collecting  Department. 

Boston,  April  22,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston; 

Sir, — I  beg  to  submit  the  following  answer  to 
the  report  made  by  the  investigators  for  the  Fi- 
nance Commission  regarding  the  budget  for  the 
Collecting  Department  for  the  year  1916-17: 

Under  Group  A,  Item  1,  salaries,  certain  in- 
creases were  asked  for  which  were  allowed  by  you, 
also  the  addition  of  two  clerks  at  $600  a  year,  a 
constable  at  $1,200,  and  a  boy  at  $9  per  week. 
The  report  of  the  commission  states  that  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  persons  about  to  receive  extra 
compensation  received  recent  increases  the  pro- 
posed increase  should  be  disallowed.  The  re- 
quested allowance  for  new  employees  should  also 
be  disallowed  and  the  work  apportioned  among 
the  present  office  staff. 

I  would  say  in  reply  that  I  have  tried  since 
taking  charge  of  the  department  to  place  the  men 
on  a  standard  basis,  as  follows:  The  head  of  each 
branch  of  the  department  to  have  a  salary  of 
$2,200,  the  understudy  to  each  head,  $1,600;  the 
clerks  employed  on  the  various  d«ks,  $1,400, 
as  I  foiind  that  employees  doing  the  same  kind  of 
work  were  getting  different  salaries,  namely, 
$1,000,  $1,100,  $1,200,  $1,300  and  $1,400  and 
unless  the  men  were  all  put  on  the  same  basis  who 
were  doing  the  same  line  of  work  the  best  results 
could  not  be  obtained. 

Regarding  the  recommendations  made  by  the 
commission's  investigators  that  the  request  for 
new  employees  be  disallowed,  I  would  state  that 
on  assuming  the  head  of  the  Collecting  Depart- 
ment there  were  seventy-seven  employees,  and 
as  the  appropriation  was  insufficient  for  carrying 
on  the  work  of  the  department  for  that  year  I  was 
obliged  to  discharge  five  men  at  that  time.  My  pre- 
decessor, Mr.  Parker,  had  asked  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  that  year  of  $149,000,  and  only  $1  10,00(1 
was  allowed,  consequently  I  was  obliged  I"  live 
within  that  income  and  therefore  had  to  let  these 
five  men  go.  The  work  of  the  department  bias 
increased  oacli  year,  due  bo  the  natural  increase  in 
population,   and   also   the   additional   number   of 


water  meter  bills  caused  by  an  increase  of  over 
5,000  additional  meters  last  year.  These  bills  are 
issued  quarterly,  which  would  make  an  addition 
of  over  20,000  bills  over  the  preceding  year.  I 
find  it  will  be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  department  in  an  efficient  manner  with  the 
number  of  employees  allowed  me  last  year.  I 
would  state  further  that  I  have  gone  over  this 
matter  thoroughly  for  six  months  in  order  to  try 
to  live  as  closely  within  the  appropriation  of 
$140,000  as  it  was  possible  to  do,  and  I  was  rather 
surprised  at  the  recommendation  made  by  the 
commission,  after  a  ten  minutes'  interview  which 
was  held  in  my  office  between  myself  and  Mr. 
Cunniff ,  representing  the  Finance  Commission. 

In  Group  "A,  Item  3A,  the  commission's  report 
reads  as  follows: 

"The  commission  understands  that  the  Mayor 
has  abolished  overtime  in  the  departments  of  the 
city  and  that  the  City  Collector,  in  lieu  of  overtime, 
allows  his  employees  supper  money.  There  does 
not  seem  to  be  any  justification  for  the  payment  of 
the  money  for  overtime  work.", 

I  would  say  in  reply  that  this  item  of  $375 
should  be  allowed.  It  is  made  necessary  follow- 
ing the  annual  tax  sale,  in  reading  proof,  marking 
down,-  correcting  copy,  which  must  be  done  after 
office  hours  and  then  only  when  the  books  are 
balanced  and  the  coupons  released.  This  work 
cost  last  year,  $108;  estimated  this  year,  $125. 
Extra  tellers,  estimated  at  $250  this  year;  cost 
last  year,  $255.  These  tellers,  during  the  tax 
rush,  worked  days  and  at  night  and  on  one  or  two 
Sundays  putting  on  the  mail.  They  are  paid  for 
the  added  labor  and  responsibility,  as  a  teller,  if 
he  is  short  at  the  end  of  the  day,  must  make  good 
from  his  own  pocket. 

Under  Group  A,  Item  3B,  the  commission  says: 

"By  proper  arrangement  of  the  office  staff  it 
seems  to  the  commission  that  $200  will  be  sufficient 
for  extra  assistants  in  the^  office;  $200  is  recom- 
mended for  the  emergency  item." 

I  would  say  that  this  item  of  $400  is  required 
for^the  services  of  stenographers  writing  the  tax 
deeds,  which  must  be  placed  on  the  counter  twenty 
days  after  the  sale,  and  for  looking  up  city  deeds 
at  the  Registry  and  Land  Court.  As  it  is  impos- 
sible to  state  the  number  that  may  be  required 
and  the  length  of  time,  I  did  not  ask  for  any 
money  under  the  "Temporary  Employees,"  but 
estimated  the  cost  and  put  it  under  the  emergency. 
The  cost  last  year  was  $1,300,  but  the  work  is  so 
well  in  hand  that  but  one  third  of  last  year's 
amount  will  be  required  this  year. 

Under  Group  B,  Item  1,  the  commission  states: 

"If  it  is  intended  to  discontinue  the  printing  of 
the  annual .  reports  by  the  departments,  $100 
should  be  eliminated  (cost  of  the  annual  report). 
$50  will  cover  the  cost  'of  printed  circulars  issued 
by  the  department." 

In  reply  I  would  say  that  the  city  ordinances 
require  that  the  annual  report  shall  be  printed, 
and  that  no  further  explanation  is  necessary  on 
that  item. 

Under  Group  B,  Item  3,  the  commission  says: 

"This  money  is  spent  for  advertising  tax  sales 
and  is  paid  to  the  City  Record;  $5,000  may  suffice 
for  the  current  year." 

I  would  say  in  reply  that  I  do  not  feel  that 
$5,000  will  suffice.  I  asked  for  $6,000  for  the 
reason  that  there  will  be  possibly  anywhere  from 
600  to  1,000  additional  estates  to  be  advertised  in 
this  year's  sale.  Last  year  we  expended  for  this 
work  $5,159.  I  have  not  asked  for  any  too  much 
in  requesting  $6,000. 

Under  Group  B,  Item  35,  the  commission  states: 

"This  item  is  paid  to  the  auctioneer  in  connec- 
tion with  the  sale  of  property  for  unpaid  taxes  and 
to  the  Register  of  Deeds  for  filing  the  city's  tax 
titles.  An  expenditure  of  approximately  $1,200 
sufficed  last  year  and  may  be  sufficient  for  this 
year's  expenditures." 

I  would  state  that  I  have  asked  for  $1,400  for 
the  reason  that  there  Will  be,  as  I  stated  above, 
at  Least  600  to  1,000  additional  estates  to  be 
advertised  for  sale  and  as  we  have  to  pay  for  them 
at  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  I  do  not  feel  that  1  have 
'   l''l  for  any  too  much  money  under  this  item. 

Under  Group  B,   Item  30,  the  commission  says: 

"This  item  is  for  repairs  to  the  equipment  of 
the  "Hire  and  as  no  repairs  are  contemplated  .'it 
the  present  time  $100  will  be  sufficient." 

I  would  stale:  that  this  item  of  $250  is  for  repairs 
to  machines.  The  mailoineter  is  six  year's  old; 
one    electric    adding    machine    is    live    years    old, 

another    is    ten   years   old.      The   duplex    receipt 

and    perforating    machines    arc   eight   years,  old. 
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The  life  of  these  machines  is  not  over  ten  years, 
and  allowing  for  deterioration,  I  feel  that  $100 
would  be  insufficient  to  take  care  of  these  machines 
for  the  current  year. 

Under  Group  C,  Item  9,  the  commission  says: 
'/This  item  is  for  office  equipment  such  as  type- 
writers, protectographs,  metal  stamps,  etc.,  but  as 
the  collector  has  no  definite  purchase  in  mind  it 
may  be  allowed  at  5550." 

I  would  state  in  reply  that  the  condition  of  the 
perforating  machines  at  the  present  time  "will 
warrant  procuring  additional  ones  some  time  dur- 
ing the  year.  I  had  also  in  mind  the  purchase  of 
an  additiopal  typewriter  and  if  $50  is  all  that  will 
be  allowed,  as  recommended  by  the.  commission, 
it  will  be  impossible,  of  course,  to  procure  any 
such  equipment. 

Under  Group  D,  item  2,  the  commission  states: 
'  'This  item  is  for  supper  money  for  clerks  working 
overtime,  in  lieu  of  overtime  compensation." 

In  reply  would  state  that  the  statement  that  the 
supper  money  is  in  lieu  of  overtime  is  not  correct. 
Last  year  the  entire  office  force  worked  a  period  of 
108  hours  overtime  for  which  absolutely  no  com- 
pensation was  allowed.  When  the  men  are  obliged 
to  stay  after  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  I  have 
allowed  them  $1  for  supper  money.  On  many 
nights  during  the  tax  rush,  which  began  very  early 
last  year,  somewhere  around  October  10,  and  con- 
tinuing up  to  November  3  or  4,  the  employees  were 
obliged  to  work  until  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  on  two  occasions  until  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  If  they  were  allowed  overtime  for 
doing  this  work  the  cost  to  the  city  would  be  some- 
where^  in  the  neighborhood  of  $2,700.  I  would 
state  in.  connection  with  this,  that  last  year  Mr. 
Cunniff  of  the  Finance  Commission  came  to  the 
office  and  inquired  about  the  supper  money,  and 
I  took  the  matter  up  with  Mr.  Murphy,  chairman 
of  the  Finance  Commission,  who  told  me  that  I  had 
done  the  proper  thing  and  he  could  not  see  any 
objection  to  it.  In  fact,  he  said,  "Your  are  saving 
the  city  practically  $2,000  in  that  way,  and  from  a 
humane  standpoint  I  believe  that  it  should  be  con- 
tinued." I  find  on  personal  investigation  that 
various  banks  in  Boston  not  only  allow  money  for 
supper  to  their  employees  but  also  pay  them  over- 
time when  they  work  beyond  the  regular  hours.  I 
find  also  that  in  some  large  mercantile  houses,  such 
as  Jordan  Marsh  Company,  White's  and  Hovey's, 
they  also  allow  supper  money,  and  I  feel  that  this 
item  should  be  allowed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
John  J.  Ctjrley,  City  Collector. 


Consumptives'  Hospital  Department. 

Boston,  April  14,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  inclose  herewith  the  answer  of  the 
trustees  pf   the    Boston    Consumptives'    Hospital 
Department  to  the  criticisms  made  by  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission. 

Yours  truly, 

John  F.  O'Brien, 
Acting  Chairman. 

In  this  report  is  first  copied  for  each  item  the 
report  of  the  Finance  Commission,  and  then  the 
trustees'  reply  is  given. 

Group  A,  Item  1. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $90,988.95;  estimate  of 
department,  $128,029.16;  allowed  by  Mayor, 
$108,738.84;  recommended,  $110,490.50, 
revised  figure,  $112,719.97. 
Finance  Commission. — Budget  Sheet  2,  Schedule 
"A,"  contains  certain  clerical  errors  which  will  be 
discussed  in  connection  with  the  item  where  error 
occurs.  A  further  complication  to  this  schedule 
is  due  to  the  Mayor's  approval  of  additional  em- 
ployees in  January,  1916,  to  take  care  of  the  two 
new  ward  buildings,  and  to  the  disallowance  of 
sufficient  money  for  these  employees  in  the  budget. 
Doctor  White  states  that  the  Board  of  Trustees 
decided  informally  not  to  apply  any  grade  increases, 
although  certain  of  their  requests  for  these  have 
been  allowed,  until  the  full  quota  of  help  needed 
for  the  institution  has  been  obtained.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  department  to  live  within  the 
allowance  of  the  Mayor  by  requesting  permission 
to  make  transfer  of  funds  in  order  to  provide  for 
necessary  employees  who  have  been  eliminated 
by     the     Mayor's     budget     reductions.     Doctor 


Minot,  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  has  submitted  a 
typewritten  statement  showing  the  request  for 
changes  for  various  amounts  allowed  in  the  budget, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  Mayor  and  the  City 
Council  have  agreed  upon  these  changes.  The 
changes  in  each  item  will  be  noted.  In  the  detail 
following  only  those  items  of  personal  service  which 

-  represent  proposed  changes  from  the  1915-16 
conditions  will  be  discussed  in  the  order  in  which 
they  appear  on  budget  sheet. 

Trustees. — The  Finance  Commission's  report 
refers  to  additional  employees  for  "two  new  ward 
buildings."  More  than  this  were  built,  namely, 
Ward  C  building,  containing  "  Ward  C-l,"  with 
forty-six  beds,  and  "Ward  C-2,"  with  forty-four 
beds;  "Ward  M,"  containing  two  ward  rooms  of 
twelve  beds  each,  and  two  separate  additions  to 
"Ward  P,"  with  fifteen  beds  each — a  total  of 
140  beds. 

The  report  quotes  Doctor  White,  superintendent, 
as  saying  "that  the  Board  of  Trustees  decided 
informally  not  to  apply  any  grade  increases, 
although  certain  of  their  requests  for  these  have 
been  allowed,  until  the  full  quota  of  help  needed 
for  the  institution  has  been  obtained."  This  is 
not  correct.  What  the  trustees  voted  was  to  not 
ask  the  Mayor  to  confirm  the  proposed  increases 
unless  the  money  for  these  increases  had  been 
granted  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 
.  The  Mayor  allowed  money  for  a  less  number  of 
nurses  and  some  other  employees  than  were  act- 
ually on  duty  at  the  time  the  Mayor  made  his 
allowances  for  the  budget  items.  These  positions 
were  created  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  early  in 
January  as  necessary  for  the  new  wards.  The 
above  fact  was  called  to  the  Mayor's  attention, 
and  he  asked  the  trustees  to  submit  to  him  the 
amounts  necessary  under  each  item.  Doctor 
Minot,  for  the  trustees,  made  out  a  sheet  from  data 
and  figures  furnished  by  the  Superintendent,  show- 
ing the  changes  desired.  This  was  adopted  by 
the  trustees,  submitted  to  the  Mayor,  and  by  him 

.  to  the  Council.  The  Council  asked  the  trustees 
for  additional  copies  of  this,  whichwere  sent  them, 
and  at  the  same  time  one  was  sent  to  the  Finance 
Commission. 

Resident  Medical  Officer. 

Finance  Commission. — One  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  was  allowed  for  this  position  in  1915- 
16,  but  was  not  expended  for  this  item  as  the 
position  was  unfilled,  and  the  duties  of  the  position 
were  performed  by  Doctor  Kelley,  one  of  the 
assistant  resident  medical  officers,  without  in- 
creased compensation. 

Doctor  Locke,  on  March  15,  1916,  recommended 
that  Doctor  Kelley  be  appointed  resident  medical 
officer  for  a  period  of  six  months,  from  January 
1,  1916,  and  this  recommendation  was  approved 
by  the  trustees  on  March  16,  1916. 

The  commission  believes  the  salary  for  this 
position  should  be  payable  from  the  date  of  the 
recommendation,  March  15,  1916,  and  on  this 
basis  a  reduction  of  $310  can  be  made,  leaving 
$1,190  to  be  appropriated. 

Trustees. — The  resident  medical  officer  and  the 
assistant  resident  medical  officers  are  appointed 
for  six  months'  service.  If  satisfactory,  and  they 
desire  to  continue  in  office,  they  are  reappointed 
for  another  six  months.  By  oversight  it  was 
forgotten  to  reappoint  those  whose  services 
expired  January  1,  1916.  They  continued  to 
serve  as  hold-overs.  ^  This  error  was  discovered, 
and  they  were  reappointed  at  the  trustees'  meeting 
on  March  16,  the  appointment  to  date  from 
January  1.  ^¥hen  this  oversight  was  discovered 
the  trustees  asked  the  staff  to  either  recommend 
that  Doctor  Kelley,  then  senior  assistant  resident 
medical  officer  (but  who  had  acted  as  resident 
medical  officer  for  a  year),  be  given  the  position 
of  resident  medical  officer,  or  that  he  be  told  that 
he  could  not  be  recommended  for  the  position. 
The  staff  recommended  him,  and  the  trustees 
appointed  him,  to  date  as  of  January  1,  1916. 
The  trustees  had  doubts  as  to  whether  he  could  be 
legally  paid  the  salary  of  the  resident  medical 
officer  from  January  1.  The  auditor  was  con- 
sulted on  this  matter,  and  he  was  of  the  opinion 
that  he  could  be.  If  it  is  not  legal  to  pay  Doctor 
Kelley  from  January  1,  then  the  amount  due  from 
January  1  to  March  16  can  be  deducted. 

Assistant  Resident  Medical  Officers. 
Finance  Commission. — Increases  in  number  were 
requested  by  the  department  from   4  to   6,   but 
were  disallowed  by  the  Mayor. 
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On  April  1,  1916,  Doctor  Alley  was  transferred 
from  the  Infirmary  Department  at  Long  Island 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  promotion  of 
Doctor  Kelley.  For  sixteen  days,  from  March 
15,  1916,  to  April  1,  1916,  but  three  assistant 
medical  officers  were  employed,  and  therefore 
$43  can  be  deducted  from  this  item,  leaving  the 
amount  to  be  appropriated  83,987. 

Trustees. — Doctor  Alley,  was  not  transferred 
from  Long  Island,  as  stated  in  the  report.  Doctor 
Alley  was  a  house  officer  at  Long  Island.  This  is  an 
unpaid  position.  Doctor  Alley's  service  as  house 
officer  at  Long  Island  expired  March  31.  He  was 
one  of  the  applicants  for  the  position  of  assistant 
resident  medical  officer  for  the  service  beginning 
April  1.  He  was  nominated  by  the  staff  and 
appointed  by  the  .trustees  to  serve  for  six  months 
from  April  1. 

Doctor  Kelley  was  made  resident  medical  officer 
March  16.  From  that  date  to  April  1  there  were 
but  three  assistant  resident  medical  officers. 
Therefore,  from  March  16  to  April  1  there  was  one 
position  of  assistant  resident  medical  officer  vacant. 
The  amount  of  salary  for  this  time  can  be  deducted. 
No  such  temporary  vacancy  was  expected  when  the 
budget  was  written. 

Nurse. 

Finance  Commission. — Increase  in  salary  was 
requested  for  one  nurse  from  $65  to  $83.33  per 
month,  but  this  request  was  disallowed  by  the 
Mayor. 

Trustees. — This  does  not  seem  to  call  for  com- 
ment by  the  trustees. 

Nurses.     (Out-Patient  Department.) 

Finance  Commission. — (a.)  Twenty-three  nurses 
were  on  the  pay  roll  in  1915-16,  at  $75  per  month 
each.  To  these  23  nurses  regular  grade  increases 
from  $75  to  $83.33  per  month  were  requested,  to 
take  effect  at  various  times  during  the  current  year. 

The  Mayor  allowed  for  this  item  $24,000,. thus 
eliminating  the  grade  increases  of  salaries,  but  per- 
mitting the  appointment  of  4  new  nurses  at  $3,600. 
The  item  should  read  $20,700,  in  order  to  provide 
salaries  for  23  nurses  at  $75  a  month  without  any 
grade  increase  for  this  year. 

(6.)  The  department  also  requested  an  increase 
of  7  nurses  at  $75  per  month,  but  was  allowed  only 
4  by  the  Mayor,  or  a  total  cost  of  $3,600.  This 
sum,  together  with  the  amount  allowed  for  the 
regular  nurses,  comes  to  $24,300.  It  is  understood 
that  the  Mayor  has  corrected  this  error,  and  has 
agreed  to  allow  $20,700  for  the  23  nurses,  and  $3,600 
for  the  additional  4  nurses,  or  a  total  of  $24,300. 

(c.)  In  1915-16  there  were  23  nurses  at  $40  per 
month,  including  board,  room  and  laundry.  This 
year  the  department  requested  increases  of  salaries 
to  23  nurses  from  $40  to  $45  a  month,  and  the 
appointment  of  14  new  nurses  at  $40  a  month. 
Eighteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five 
dollars  was  requested,  and  the  Mayor  reduced  this 
amount  to  $15,375,  which  provides  for  a  total  of 
30  nurses  at  $40  a  month  ($14,400)  and  S975  for 
grade  increases  for  23  nurses,  to  occur  at  different 
periods  of  the  year.  In  January,  1916,  the  Mayor 
approved  appointments  of  nurses  to  14  new  posi- 
tions, making  37  at  $40  per  month.  Twelve  of  these 
appointees  were  all  at  work  prior  to  February  1, 
1916. 

On  the  present  budget  the  Mayor  allowed  for 
7  of  these  new  appointees.  The  department  still 
desires  to  get  sufficient  money  to  continue  the 
employment,  of  the  number  of  employees  that  the 
Mayor  approved  in  January,  namely,  14.  This 
would  require  a  total  appropriation  of  $16,969.33. 
It  is  understood  that  the  Mayor  has  consented  to 
the  transfer  of  this  amount.  The  state  sanatoria 
pay  their  graduate  nurses  from  $35  to  $40  per 
month.  The  City  of  Boston  should  adopt  a 
similar  schedule  at  a  minimum  salary  of  $35  per 
month.  The  Massachusetts  State  Sanatorium  at 
Rutland  maintains  a  training  school  for  nurses  and 
the  salaries  paid  to  those  in  training  is  graded  over 
a  two-year  period  from  $2.75  a  week  to  $3.50  a 
week.  If  a  similar  training  school  were  established 
at  Mattapan  a  net  saving  of  $330.50  a  nurse  for 
first  year  employment  would  occur  in  the  $480  now 
paid  to  graduate  nurses  by  this  department. 

Trustees. — The  trustees  submitted  a  revised 
sheet  for  nurses  and  other  employees  March  17. 
In  the  consideration  of  these  positions  this  is  taken 
into  account  in  the  Finance  Commission's  report. 
In  making  the  figures  for  the  revised  sheets  no 
increases  were  considered  for  any  of  the  positions. 

Section  (a.).  Would  not  seem  to  call  for  com- 
ment by  the  trustees. 


Section  (6.).  Would  not  seem  to  call  for  com- 
ment by  the  trustees. 

Section  (c).  Refers  to  nurses  in  the  hospital  at 
Mattapan. 

Formerly  nurses  were  paid  $35  per  month: 
difficulty  was  found  in  obtaining  suitable  ones  at 
that  price  and  the  pay  was  increased  to  $40  a 
month.  Inquiry  at  various  hospitals  which  employ 
graduate  nurses  shows  that  $40  is  a  common  rate. 
The  trustees  have  felt  that  nurses  obliged  to  work 
all  the  time  among  far  advanced  and  dying  con- 
sumptives, with  the  ever  present  risk  of  being 
infected,  should  be  well  paid. 

Cheaper  nurses  could  be  found,  probably,  but 
they  would  be  an  inferior  grade.  Nurses  of  inferior 
grade  would  require  high  priced  head  nurses  for 
each  ward,  which  would  probably  make  up  all  that 
was  saved.  Moreover,  more  nurses,  if  of  lower 
grade,  would  be  required  and  the  increase  in 
number  and  consequent  increase  in  maintenance 
cost  would  have  to  be  met. 

Mention  is  made  in  the  report  of  a  training 
school  for  nurses.  This  school  graduates  attend- 
ants, not  nurses;  they  are  not  eligible  to  be 
registered  as  nurses  in  Massachusetts.  The  school 
nurses  are  practically  all,  we  understand,  persons 
with  tuberculosis.  Except  to  afford  occupation 
for  such  persons  in  sanatoria  these  schools  are  not 
regarded  as  a  success.  This  hospital  and  the  sana- 
torium at  Rutland  are  not  the  same  sort  of  insti- 
tutions and  cannot  be  compared  as  to  the  possi- 
bility of  having  a  training  school.  The  matter  has 
been,  considered  from  time  to  time,  and  no  one 
connected  with  the  hospital,  and  of  the  many  others 
who  have  been  consulted,  has  ever  thought  it 
possible  to  have  a  training  school  at  Mattapan. 

The  trustees  do  not  think  it  wise  or  economical 
to  employ  cheaper  or  training  school  nurses. 
They  believe  that  the  present  figure  for  nurses  at 
Mattapan  should  stand. 

Male  Nurses. 

Finance  Commission. — In  1915-16  the  depart- 
ment employed  7  male  nurses,  at  $35  per  month. 
Eleven  were  requested  for  the  year  1916-17,  and  in 
addition  grade  increases  of  $5  a  month  to  take  place 
at  different  periods  in  the  year  were  requested  for 
the  7  employed  last  year.  The  Mayor  allowed 
$3,780  for  9  employees  at  $35  a  month  and  $245 
for  grade  increases  at  $5  a  month  to  7  of  these  9 
employees,  making  a  total  appropriation  for  this 
item  of  $4,025.  It  is 'understood  that  the  Mayor 
and  the  department  have  reduced  this  item  to 
$3,991  by  appointing  one  of  the  new  nurses-  on 
May  1,  1916,  a  saving  of  $34.  Doctor  White  states 
that  while  a  rating  of  "nurse"  is  given  to  the  men 
employed  in  the  department,  they  really  do  house 
porter  work.  The  City  Hospital  Department 
pays  a  salary  of  $300  a  year  to  its  house  porters, 
and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  reason  for 
payment  of  $120  a  year  extra  to  men  doing  similar 
work  to  that  of  the  house  porters  in  the  City 
Hospital.  The  two  new  male  nurses  should,  there^ 
fore,  not  receive  a  higher  salary  than  $300  a  year 
each,  and  the  item  should  be  fixed  at  $3,751. 

Trustees. — The  report  states  "Doctor  White 
states  that  while  rating  of  'nurse'  is  given  to  the 
men  employed  in  the  department  they  really,  do 
house  porter  work." 

Doctor  White  states  to  the  trustees  that  he  did 
not  say  that.  What  he  states  he  did  say,  is,  that 
if  there  is  any  manual  labor,  such  as  lifting  boxes, 
or  any  such  thing  to  be  done  about  the  ward  while 
on  duty,  they  do  this  in  addition  to  regular  nurse 
work. 

This  saves  the  hospital  the  expense  of  porters 
for  work,  the  need  of  which  occurs  occasionally  only. 

In  1915-10  there  were  7  male  nurses  for  some  140 
male  patients,  an  average  of  one  for  20  patients. 
The  trustees  regarded  4  additional  male  nurses  for 
the  100  additional  male  patients  as  not  an  extrava- 
gant number. 

Merau.se  I  he  last,  of  the  male  nurse  positions, 
created  by  the  Mayor's  approval  January  15,  1916, 
will  not  lie  Tilled  by  the  trustees  until  after  the 
budget  is  finally  passed,  there  will  be  a  surplus 
in  I  his  item,  which  the  trustees  estimated  as  $34 
on  the  assumption  that  the  place  would  not  be 
filled  until  May  1.  The  trustees  have  asked  that 
this  $34  be  transferred  to  help  make  up  the  deficit. 
in  i  he  employees'  amounts.  This  has  been  done, 
and  the  figure  for  male  nurses  in  the  Mayor's 
revised  budgel  is  $3,991. 

Cooks. 
Finance  Commission;  — TJie  department  requests 
an  increase  from  $540  to  $720  per  annum  lor   the 
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chief  cook.  The  Mayor  refused  to  grant  the  in- 
crease. Doctor  "White  states  that  the  trustees  still 
desire  to  make  this  increase.  This  employee,  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  six  cooks  of  the  depart- 
ment, has  supervision  over  the  cooking  for  375 
patients  and  to  180  help,  or  an  average  of  70  persons 
per  cook.  One  new  cook  at  $25  per  month  has 
been  allowed  by  the  Mayor,  but  no  appointment 
will  be  made  until  the  budget  appropriation  is 
granted.  One  new  cook  requested  at  .818  a  month, 
allowed  by  the  Mayor,  has  been  appointed.  Doctor 
White  stated  the  reason  for  the  increase  in  cooks 
is  owing  to  the  additional  labor  entailed  by  the 
recent  opening  of  two  new  wards.  One  of  these 
cooks  ($25  per  month)  is  assigned  to  the  superin- 
tendent's house  and  does  not  assist  in  the  general 
work  of  the  department.  If  she  were  assigned  to 
assist  the  other  cooks  an  additional  cook  at  $25 
not  yet  appointed  might  be  unnecessary,  and  this 
item  reduced  from  $900  instead  of  $1,200.  The 
item  for  the  $25  cook  ($300)  could  then  be  elim- 
inated. It  is  understood  that  the  Mayor  has  now 
granted  the  increase  to  chief  cook  to  $720.  An 
increase  of  $15  a  month  is  not  justifiable.  An 
increase  to  $600  should  be  sufficient,  or  $585  for 
the  present  year. 

Trustees. — The  chief  cook  has  entire  charge  of 
all  other  cooks.  She  has  entire  charge  of  all  food 
prepared  and  cooked.  She  does  all  the  butchering 
of  the  meat  bought.  She  does  all  that  the  chef  of 
a  hospital  does,  and  besides  does  the  work  of  the 
butcher  and  the  meat  cutter. 

The  position  of  chef  at  the  state  hospitals  is 
paid  from  $l,000i  to  $1,100  a  year.  We  asked  for 
$720.  This  cook  came  to  the  hospital  when  there 
were  perhaps  60  persons  to  be  fed.  Now  there  are 
some  600.  The  trustees  believe  that  she  should 
receive  all  that  is  asked  for.  They  have  examined 
a  number  of  hospital  pay  rolls  and  have  not  found 
any  one  doing  the  work  that  she  does  who  is  paid 
less. 

This  report  states  that  "one  of  these  cooks  ($25 
per  month)  is  assigned  to  the  superintendent's 
house  and  does  not  assist  in  the  general  work  of 
the  department.  If  she  were  assigned  to  assist 
the  other  cooks  an  additional  cook  at  $25,  not  yet 
appointed,  might  be  unnecessary."  The  super- 
intendent's house  is  1,000  or  more  feet  away  from 
the  main  kitchen,  and  must,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
trustees,  of  course,  have  a  cook  of  its  own,  and  it 
always  has  had. 

Maids. 
Finance  Commission. — The  budget  Sheet  2 
reads,  "  19  maids  at  $18  a  month."  Doctor  White 
states  tliis  is  an  error  and  should  have  read,  "  18 
maidsat  $18  a  month;  one  maid  at  $20  a  month," 
for  Doctor  White's  house.  Note:  The  one  maid 
at  $20  a  month  is  now  provided  for  by  the  Mayor 
as  a  corrected  item  in  the  second  last  item  of  the 
printed  appropriation  and  need  not  be  further 
considered  at  this  time.  The  budget  requested  an 
increase  of  8  maids  at  $18  a  month.  The  Mayor 
allowed  for  only  4.  The  Mayor,  however,  accord- 
ing to  Doctor  White,  approved  January  15,  1916, 
the  establishing  of  positions  for  6  new  maids,  all  of 
whom  are  on  the  pay  roll  at  present.  The  compli- 
cation caused  by  approving  the  appointment  of  8 
maids  and  the  allowing  for  but  4  in  the  budget 
needs  correction.  An  attempt  by  the  department, 
with  the  Mayor's  permission,  has  been  made  to  do 
this  by  increasing  the  Mayor's  allowance  in  the 
budget  from  $4,968  for  this  item  to  $5,509.20. 
The  printed  appropriation  book,  as  corrected,  now 
reads:  27  maids  at  $18,  $5,509.20.  This  seems 
to  still  be  inaccurate.  A  proper  statement  would 
seem  to  be  the  following,  based  upon  the  present 
and  proposed  expenditure^ 

Paid  February  1,  1916,  $324  00—18  maids  at  $18 
Paid  March  1,1916,  435  00— 23  maids  at  18 
Paid  April  1,1916,       424  50— 24  maids  at    18 


Total  paid  to  April  1, 

1916,  $1,183  50 
Total    for     9     months 

April  1    to   January, 

1917,  3,888  00—24] 


iaidsat$18 


$5,071  50 

1  50  Cash       voucher 
already  paid. 
90  Cash       voucher 
already  paid. 


$5,073  90 


Therefore,  24  maids  at  $18,  $5,073.90.  The 
department  desires  to  appoint  two  more  maids 
May  1,  1916.  The  increase  is  due  to  occupancy 
of  two  new  wards  and  increase  to  Men's  Cottage. 
The  increase  in  population  on  basis  of  full  capacity 
is  approximately  33  per  cent;  the  increase  from  18 
maids  to  24  maids  is  approximately  33  per  cent. 
If  it  is  decided  to  allow  two  more  maids,  $324  should 
be  allowed  for  them,  i.  e.,  $18  per  month  for  9 
months  by  2  equals  $324.  The  total  should  there- 
fore read  28  maids  at  $18  equals  $5,597.90  instead 
of  $5,509.20. 

Trustees. — The  report  states,  "The  Mayor 
approved  January  15,  1916,  the  establishment  of 
position  for  six  new  maids     .     .  "     This  is  an 

error.  The  Mayor  approved  January  15,  1916, 
eight,  not  six,  new  maid  positions. 

The  report  also  states,  "If  it  is  decided  to  allow 
2  more  maids,  $324  should  be  allowed  for  them, 
i.  e.,  $18  per  month  for  9  months  by  2  equals  $324." 
The  arithmetic  here  is  correct,  but  the  data  it  is 
based  on  are  wrong  and  therefore  the  total  is 
wrong.  There  are  three,  not  two,  more  maids  to 
be  appointed.  The  cost  of  these  3  maids  from 
May  1  to  January  1  is  $432  ($18  by  8  months  by  3 
equals  $432). 

The  trustees  sent  the  Mayor  a  paper  dated 
March  17  setting  forth  the  money  necessary  to 
transfer  to  the  $18  maid  account.  Since  those 
figures  were  made  up  there  has  been  actually  paid 
out  $3.30  less  than  estimated.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  there  have  been  days  between  the  dis- 
charge of  a  maid  and  the  arrival  of  the  successor. 
The  trustees  have  been  over  the  account  sent 
under  date  of  March  17  and  find  it  correct  except 
for  the  $3.30  mentioned  above,  which  could  not 
have  been  foreseen  and  allowed  for,  and  except  for 
this  $3.30  and  for  the  errors  made  by  the  Finance 
Commission  in  regard  to  the  number  of  maids  yet 
to  be  appointed  and  the  time  they  will  serve  before 
the  fiscal  year  closes,  the  trustees  account  agrees 
with  that  of  the  report. 

Choremen. 

Finance  Commission. — The  budget  shows  that 
9  choremen  were  employed  at  $18  a  month  in 
1915-16.  Doctor  White  states  this  is  an  error. 
The  budget  should  have  read  8  at  $18  and  1  at 
$25.  The  request  for  1916-17  should  be  11  at 
$18  and  1  at  $25.  The  Mayor  allowed  10  at  $18 
and  nothing  for  the  $25  man.  Doctor  White 
states  that  a  transfer  will  have  to  be  made  to  pro- 
vide enough  money  to  pay  for  the  choreman  at  $25 
a  month.  The  department  has  agreed  to  an 
elimination  of  2  choremen  for  four  months  and  the 
Mayor  has  now  granted  the  item  at  $2,016,  which 
will  care  for  the  department,  and  in  addition  has 
granted  $300  for  the  $25  a  month  choreman.  This 
will  allow  the  appointment  of  2  new  choremen 
from  May  1  and  the  retention  of  the  old  force. 

Trustees. — This  does  not  seem  to  call  for  any 
comment  by  the  trustees. 

Chauffeur. 

Finance  Commission. — Doctor  White  states 
that  the  Board  of  Trustees  has  voted  to  raise  the 
salary  of  the  chauffeur  (Frank  C.  Healy)  from 
$900  to  $1,000  a  year.  The  increase  will  not  take 
effect  until  the  budget  is  approved.  It  should  be 
denied,  as  the  only  reason  advanced  by  the 
chauffeur  for  the  increase  is  on  account  of  personal 
services  performed  for  the  superintendent  by  the 
chauffeur  unconnected  with  department  business. 

Trustees. — The  report  states  in  regard  to  the 
increase  asked  for,  "It  should  be  denied,  ae  the 
only  reason  advanced  by  the  chauffeur  for  an* 
increase  is  on  account  of  personal  services  per- 
formed for  the  superintendent  by  the  chauffeur 
unconnected  with  department  business."  The 
reason  given  by  the  chauffeur  to  the  trustees  for 
asking  more  pay  was  that  he  was  not  getting 
union  wages. 

Superintendent  Farmer. 
Finance  Commission. — No  change  in  number  or 
grade  but  Doctor  White  states  this  farmer,  after 
twenty-five  years'  service,  leaves  March  30. 
Doctor  White  has  already  applied  to  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  for  a  successor.  The  Infirm- 
ary Department  pays  its  head  farmer  $840  a  year, 
and  if  a  new  appointment  is  made  the  maximum 
salary  of  $1,000  should  not  be  paid.  A  minimum 
salary  of  $600  a  year  should  be  established  and 
that  appropriation  should  be  fixed  at  $699.99  to 
cover  $249.99  paid  to  April  1,  1916,  to  $1,000 
year  man;  $450  needed  for  nine  months  for  $600 
year  man. 
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Trustees. — The  resignation  of  the  farmer  was 
not  foreseen  when  the  budget  was  made  by  the 
trustees.  The  trustees  have  voted  to  engage  a 
farmer  at  a  salary  not  to  exceed  S900.  This  is 
not  to  be  considered  as  the  maximum  salary 
should  the  man  prove  to  be  satisfactory. 

Chief  Engineer. 

Finance  Commission. — The  department  re- 
quested an  increase  of  salary  of  .$200  (Harry  Lord) , 
which  the  Mayor  did  not  allow. 

Trustees. — This  seems  to  call  for  no  comment  by 
the  trustees. 

Assistant  Engineers. 

Finance  Commission. — The  department  re- 
quested an  increase  of  one  engineer,  bringing  the 
number  up  to  4,  which  was  allowed.  Mr.  Lord, 
chief  engineer,  stated,  as  did  also  Doctor  White, 
that  from  11  p.  m.  to  7  a.  m.  only  a  woman  night 
supervisor  is  in  charge.  They  both  feel  that  a 
boiler  plant  as  large  as  they  have  at  this  hospital 
should  have  an  engineer  in  charge  at  night.  The 
appointment  has  not  as  yet  been  made.  In  this 
connection  Mr.  Lord,  the  chief  engineer,  stated 
that  if  this  man  is  given  to  him  and  his  extra  fire- 
man he  will  not  only  be  enabled  to  comply  with 
the  labor  regulations  but  he  will  save  $1,000  on 
his^  coal  item,  and  he  stated  that  it  would  be 
satisfactory  to  him  to  have  the  Finance  Com- 
mission reduce  this  item  $1,000.  The  state,  at  the 
Rutland  State  Sanatorium,  pays  .$9.25  to  $10.35 
to  its  two  engineers  and  $13.85  to  engineers  rated 
as  "  firemen  and  engineers, "  and  board  and  lodging. 
If  a  new  engineer  is  appointed  he  will  not  be  ap- 
pointed until  May  1;  his  compensation  from  May 
1  to  February  1  will  amount  to  $967.  The  item  in 
the  budget  should,  therefore,  be  fixed  at  $4,866.68. 

Trustees. — It  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  chief 
engineer  to  have  the  Finance  Commission  reduce 
the  allowance  for  coal  $1,000  if  an  additional  engi- 
neer and  fiieman  are  appointed.  The  trustees, 
however,  cannot  take  this  view  of  the  matter.  This 
matter  is  further  discussed  under  D-3  below.  The 
wages  paid  our  engineers  and  firemen  are  the  union 
wages.  The  additional  engineer  asked  for  and 
allowed  for  by  the  Mayor  will  not  be  appointed 
until  the  budget  is  passed.  The  difference  be- 
tween the#  wage  asked  for  and  the  amount  that 
will  be  paid  him  after  his  appointment  when  the 
budget  is  passed  can,  of.  course,  be  deducted. 


Firemen. 

Finance  Commission. — The  department  re- 
quested that  two  extra  firemen  be  granted  (three 
to  five).  The  Mayor  allowed  an  increase  of  one. 
Mr.  Lord  stated  that  the  labor  laws  only  permit 
these  men  to  work  forty-eight  hours  a  week,  which 
is  the  principal  reason  for  the  increases.  If  the 
new  man  is  appointed  May  1,  1916,  his  compensa- 
tion for  the  year  will  amount  to  $754.  The  appro- 
priation needed  for  firemen  on  this  basis  would  be 
$3,796. 

Trustees. — -As  stated  above  in  regard  to  the 
engineer,  the  fireman  will  not  be  appointed  until 
the  budget  is  passed,  and  the  difference  between 
the  wage  asked  for  and  the  amount  that  will  be 
paid  him  after  his  appointment  can  be  deducted. 

Laundresses. 

Finance  Commission. — (o.)  The  department 
requested  an  increase  of  $120  ($10  a  month)  to  the 
laundress  receiving  $40  a  month,  but  it  was  dis- 
allowed by  the  Mayor. 

(6.)  The  department  requested  an  increase  of 
one  $25  a  month  laundress,  raising  the  number  from 
3  to  4  owing  to  extra  work  caused  by  the  opening  of 
the  new  wards,  and  the  appointment  was  allowed  by 
the  Mayor. 

(c.)  The  department  requested  an  increase  of 
one  $20  laundress,  raising  the  number  from  -J  I  o  5, 
and  although  the  appointment  was  approved  by 
the  Mayor  January  15,  1916,  he  did  not  allow  for 

this  appointment  in  the  budget.     It  is  undei  I I 

that  the  Mayor  has  now  provided  for  this  omission 
by  allowing  $1,180  instead  of  $960. 

(d.)  The  department  requested  an  increaso  of 
one  $18  laundress,  but  the  request  was  disallowed. 
The  commission  understands  thai  the  Vtayor  has 
now  reconsidered  this  item  and  has  allowed  for  the 
new  $18  laundress  at  $1,053:60  for  the  item  instead 
of  $864. 

Trustees. — These  seem  to  require  no  comment 
by  the  trustees. 


Stenographer. 

Finance  Commission. — Increase  of  $200  dis- 
allowed by  the  Mayor. 

Trustees. — This  seems  to  require  no  comment  by 
the  trustees. 

Bookkeeper. 

Finance  Commission. — Increase  in  salary  to  1 
bookkeeper  (Miss  Mary  A.  Cunningham)  of  $100, 
from  $1,000  to  $1,100,  allowed  by  the  Mayor.  Miss 
Cunningham  received  a  similar  increase  a  year  ago 
and  nothing  prior  to  that.  The  head  bookkeeper 
at  the  City  Hospital  (Miss  Grace  N.  Lane)  receives 
$936  *  and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  reason 
for  a  payment  of  $1,100  to  the  bookkeeper  of  the 
Consumptives'  Hospital  Department. 

Trustees. — The  trustees  can  only  say  that  they 
believed  the  position  was  worth  the  salary  they 
granted.  At  the  City  Hospital  another  official, 
Mr.  Mills,  salary  $1,800,  does  part  of  the  work  our 
bookkeeper  must  do,  if  the  trustees  have  been 
informed  rightly.  The  Infirmary  Department 
bookkeeper  is  paid  $1,000  and  there  is  a  chief  clerk 
over  her  who  is  the  real  person  responsible.  Miss 
Grace  M.  Lane  now  receives  $1,040. 


*  February  7,  1916,  increased  to  $20  a  week. 

Assistant  Bookkeeper. 

Finance  Commission. — Appointed  February  7, 
1916,  approved  by  the  Mayor,  but  not  allowed  for 
in  the  budget.  Now  at  work.  It  is  understood  the 
Mayor  has  now  provided  $594  for  this  item. 

Trustees. — This  seems  to  require  no  comment 
by  the  trustees. 

Group  A,  Item  2. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $1,313.75;      estimate    of 

department,     $2,864;      allowed     by     Mayor, 

$2,864;  recommended,  $1,600. 
Finance  Commission. — All  of  these  employees, 
with  the  exception  of  the  items  for  clinical  physi- 
cians and  farmers  and  laborers,  are  relief  Kelp  for 
vacation  periods. _  The  item  for  farmers  and 
laborers,  $1,080,  is  for  temporary  farmers  hired 
during  the  farming  season.  An  apparent  increase 
occurs  in  the  request  for  the  present  year  over  the 
expenditures  for  the  past  year  as  follows: 

1915-16,  1  at  $45 $103  51 

1916-17,  8  at  $45 1,080  00 

Doctor  White  stated  in  explanation  that  in 
previous  years  the  help  needed  in  this  manner  was 
obtained  from  contractors  and  paid  for  under  the 
item  similar  to  B-39,  General  Plant,  but  after  a 
conference  with  the  City  Auditor  and  Budget 
Commissioner  he  was  instructed  to  enter  the  item 
under  "temporary help."  The  item  for  the  Super- 
visor of  Playgrounds  should  be  entirely  eliminated. 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Young,  Supervisor  of  Playgrounds 
of  the  School  Department,  agrees  that  this  charge 
should  properly  come  out  of  the  school  expendi- 
tures. The  item  for  stenographer  at  .$25  is  to 
provide  a  temporary  assistant  for  the  in-town 
office  in  City  Hall  Annex  and  not  more  than  $20 
should  be  allowed,  which  is  the  amount  paid  by 
the  Board  of  Examiners  for  a  clerk  doing  similar 
work.  It  has  been  impossible  to  adequately  con- 
sider the  individual  cases  of  these  temporary 
employees,  but  the  commission  feels  that  in  addition 
to  the  elimination  of  the  item  for  Supervisor  of  Play- 
grounds and  the  reduction  of  the  cost  of  the  tempo- 
rary stenographer,  at  least  not  more  than  $1,600 
should  be  granted.  This  will  allow  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  clinical  physicians,  the  in-town  stenog- 
rapher, the  telephone  operator  and  the  farmers  and 
laborers.  The  item  for  farmers  and  laborers  has 
been  reduced  by  the  Mayor  to  $680.  The  amourd 
recommended  by  the  commission  will  approxi- 
mately allow  $400  to  be  apporlM.ii,  ,1  among  the 
remainder  of  the  list  of  temporarj  employees  Sub- 
mitted by  the  department. 

frustees.      The   trustees   believe   very   strongly 
that  the  item  "Supervisor  of  Playgrounds"  should 
be  allowed.     This  is  a  person   to  ta 
the  children  during  the  summer  when  out-of-doors 
and  keep  them  in  order  and  ocoupied.     The  posi- 
tion was  made  lasi   summer  and  proved  oi    ireri 
greai   valuo.      Some  io  pretty  lively  children  can 
no1    l"'   turned  loose   by   themselves    for   o 
summer   without    much    (rouble   and   distui 
following.     We  ha\  i  ed  this  in  pn 

years.      We    were    nearly    free    of    it   last   year.       If 

the  School  Department    will   supply   (his   officer 
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the  trustees  are  ready  to  withdraw  the  item.  The. 
children,  however,  are  under  the  care  of  the 
hospital  and  not  the  School  Department  and  the 
trustees  believe  this  officer  should  be  an  officer  of 
the  hospital,  and  anyway,  must  be  under  the 
hospital's  control. 

The  item  of  $25  for  a  stenographer  seemed  to 
the  trustees  proper.  The  trustees  find  that  the 
Board  of  Examiners  did  employ  a  stenographer' 
for  two  weeks  for  $20  last  autumn.  $20  was  all 
the  money  the  Board  of  Examiners  had  at  that 
time,  and  the  stenographer  agreed  to  work  for 
that  sum.  That  stenographer  last  autumn  was 
not  an  expert  stenographer,  but  a  beginner. 

The  report  states,  "It  has  been  impossible  to 
adequately  consider  the  individual  cases  of  the 
temporary  employees,  etc." 

The  trustees  feel  that  they  carefully  considered 
these  items  before  they  included  them  in  the 
budget  and  do  not  feel  they  can  be  reduced. 
They  are  mostly  to  allow  of  vacations.  The  work 
of  a  hospital  goes  on  just  the  same  during  vacation 
time  as  at  any  other  time.  In  many  positions  no 
one  person  can  do  the  work  of  two. 

The  trustees  do  not  believe  the  item  should  be 
reduced. 

Group  A,  Item  3- 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $11.25;   allowed  by  Mayor, 
$400;  recommended,  $400. 
Finance  Commission. — This  amount  ($400)  was 
taken  from  A— 2. 

Trustees. — This  seems  to  call  for  no  comment 
by  the  trustees. 

Group  B,  Item  1. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,     $109.14;      estimate      of 
department,      $110;       allowed      by     Mayor, 
S110. 

Finance  Commission. — Printing  annual  report. 
If  the  cost  of  printing  department's  annual  report 
is  limited  to  the  city  document's  appropriation 
this  item  can  be  eliminated. 

Trustees. — If  the  cost  of  printing  the  annual 
report  is  borne  by  some  other  department  the 
trustees  have  no  objection  to  omitting  this  item. 

This  department  has  always  paid  for  printing 
its  report.  The  trustees  believe  the  report  is  of 
value.  Copies  of  it  -are  asked  for  by  other  hos- 
pitals, health  departments  and  persons  in  tubercu- 
losis work  all  over  the  United  States  and  Europe 
constantly. 

Group  B,  Item  2. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,     $244.62;      estimate     of 
department,      $270;       allowed      bv      Mayor, 
$270;    recommended,  $270. 
Finance    Commission. — Postage,  Doctor   White 
states  they  will  use  more  owing  to  the  increased 
number  in  patients  and  employees. 

Trustees. — This  seems  to  require  no  comment 
by  the  trustees. 

Group  B,  Item  3. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $6.50;    estimate  of  depart- 
ment,   $6;     allowed   by    Mayor,    $6;     recom- 
mended, $6. 
Finance    Commission. — Advertising    for   special 
help  (doctors,  etc.)  in  the  "  Medical  Journal."     An 
emergency  item. 

Trustees. — This  seems  to  require  no  comment 
by  the  trustees. 

Group  B,  Item  4. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,     $821.63;      estimate     of 
department,      $950;       allowed      by      Mayor, 
$950;    recommended,  $900. 

Finance  Commission. — Car  fares  for  district 
nurses.  Increases  needed  for  additional  nurses; 
$900  should  suffice. 

Trustees. — Last  year  the  hospital  spent  $821.63, 
an  average  of  $36.26  per  nurse.  The  amount  this 
year  was  based  on  the  belief  that  the  budget 
would  have  been  passed  and  the  new  nurses 
appointed  before  this  time.  At  the  same  rate, 
and  calculating  the  new  nurses  from  May  1,  the 
amount  required  will  be  $923.72.  This  has  been 
an  unusually  severe  year  and  the  trustees  believe 
the  nurses'  car  fares  will  be  more  than  last  year 
per  person.  From  our  figures  it  is  obvious  we 
shall  probably  spend  more  than  $900,  the  amount 
allowed  by  the  Finance  Commission. 


Group  B,  Item  5. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,     $290.28;       estimate     of 
department,      $350;      allowed      by  '    Mayor, 
$350;  recommended,  $300. 
Finance  Commission. — Emergency  item  alleged 
to  be  needed  for  increased  demands,   caused  by 
opening  of  two  new  wards.     Three  hundred  dollars 
should  suffice. 

Trustees. — The  amount  asked  for,  $350,  seems 
to  the  trustees  reasonable  and  especially  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  $347  was  spent  in  1914-15  and 
$364  in  1913-14. 


estimate     of 
by     Mayor, 


Group  B,  Item  8'. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,     $3,376.61; 
department,     $4,060;      allowed 
$4,060;  recommended,  $4,000. 
Finance  Commission. — The  engineer  (Mr.  Lord) 
states  that  the  increased  cost  is  due  to  the  opening 
of  the  two  new  wards  which  has  increased  his  light 
by  about   275   lamps   and   his   power   by  4  addi- 
tional  motors.     The   Edison   Company   has   been 
interviewed  by  the  commission  and  cannot  at  the 
present  estimate  any  saving. 

Trustees. — This  seems  to  require    no  comment 
by  the  trustees. 

Group  B,  Item  10. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,  t  $2,410.30;  estimate     of 
department,     $3,390';     allowed     by     Mayor, 
$3,390;  recommended,  $2,910. 
Finance  Commission. — This  item  can  be  reduced 
by  $4S0.     The  rents  are  as  follows : 

Dillaway  street $85  00  a  month 

Associated  Charities 89  25  a  month 

House  on  Morton  street 40  00  a  month 

Elizabeth  Peabody  House ....  5  00  a  month 

Norfolk  House  Center 16  00  a  month 


$235  25  a  month  or 
$2,823  a  year. 

To  this  amount  should  be  added  the  water  rates, 
$60  for  Dillaway  street  and  $27  for  the  house  on 
Morton  street,  a  total  of  $87,  which  makes  a 
combined  total  of  $2,910,  deducted  from  $3,390, 
leaves  $480  which  can  be  subtracted  from  this 
amount. 

Trustees. —  At  the  time  the  budget  was  made  it 
was  known  that  accommodation  for  some  of  the 
employees  would  have  to  be  hired  outside  the 
hospital.  Just  how  much  accommodation  or  where 
and  for  how  much  it  could  be  had  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  hospital  was  not  known.  Later  a 
house  was  found  on  Morton  street  and  obtained 
at  a  lower  rate  than  was  expected  possible.  This 
left  the  amount  necessary  less  than  was  expected. 
The  trustees  asked  the  Mayor  to  transfer  $400  of 
this  to  help  pay  for  the  nurses.  This  was  done. 
With  the  now  known  water  rates  added  to  the  now 
known  rentals  there  is  still  a  surplus  of  $80.  This 
can  be  deducted  from  the  figure,  $2,990,  in  the 
Mayor's  revised  budget  for  this  department. 

Group  B,  Item  11. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,   $690.34;    estimate  of  de- 
partment,   $700;     allowed    by    Mayor,    $700; 
recommended,  $507. 

Finance  Commission. — This  department  will 
need  $35.63  for  payments  to  be  made  May  29, 
1916,  for  fire  insurance  on  the  Packard  automobile, 
and  on  the  same  date  the  department  will  need 
$71.75  for  liability  insurance  on  the  Packard.  On 
the  ambulance  $399.50  will  be  needed  on  September 
17,  1916,  a  total  of  $506.88.  The  above  insurance 
is  placed  with  P.  J.  Fitzgerald.  The  balance  may 
be  deducted  from  this  item. 

Trustees. —  According  to  the  figures  of  the  hos- 
pital we  shall  need: 

Elevator $63  00 

Ambulance,  fire. .  .  .  .- 49  50 

Ambulance,  damage 350  00 

Automobile,  fire 35  63 

Automobile,  damage 71  75 


and  not  $506.88  as  stated  by  the  report. 

The  trustees  stated  to  the  City  Council  that  an 
error  had  been  discovered  here  and  gave  them  the 
true  figures,  $569.88.  Provided  the  rates  will  be 
the  same  this  year,  there  should  be  a  balance  of 
$130.12,  which  can  be  deducted. 


APRIL    25,    1916. 
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Group  B,  Item  13. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,   $881.24;    estimate   of  de- 
partment, $1,000;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $1,000; 
recommended,  $900. 

Finance  Commission. —  An  increase  is  requested 
for  the  demand  occasioned  by  the  installation  of 
the  two  new  wards.  The  addition  of  extra  out- 
patient nurses  will  also  add  to  the  telephone  item 
for  reverse  calls.     $900  is  recommended. 

Trustees. — 'The  expense  last  year  was  $881.24. 
The  new  instruments  installed  for  the  new  wards 
cost  $22.50  a  year,  making  $903.74.  With  so 
many  more  patients  at  Mattapan  the  trustees  felt 
there  must  be  many  more  calls,  more  telegrams, 
etc.,  and  with  more  out-patient  nurses  there  will 
be  more  "reverse  calls"  to  pay  for.  The  trustees 
believe  that  the  amount  they  asked  for,  $1,000,  is 
much  nearer  the  probable  amount  that  will  actually 
be  required  than  the  figure  $900  allowed  by  the 
Finance  Commission. 

Group  B,  Item  14. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $59.63;     estimate    of   de- 
partment,    $50;      allowed    by    Mayor,     $50; 
recommended,  $50. 
Trustees. —  This   seems  to  require  no  comment 
by  the  trustees. 

Group  B,  Item  15. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,   $90;   estimate   of  depart- 
ment, $100;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $100;  recom- 
mended, $100. 

Finance  Commission. — This  is  for  repairs  to 
various  wagons,  etc.,  at  the  hospital. 

Trustees. — This  seems  to  require  no  comment  by 
the  trustees. 

Group  B,  Item  17. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $31,152.64;    estimate    of 
department,     $41,600;     allowed    by     Mayor, 
$25,000;  recommended,  $20,000. 

Finance  Commission. — Care  of  consumptives  in 
outside  hospital.  On  March  1,  1916,  there  were 
57  patients  at  the  Holy  Ghost  Hospital  at  $8  a 
week  for  which  Boston  gets  no  subsidy  from  the 
state  and  8  at  St.  Monica's  Home  at  $8  a  Week. 
The  department  states  that  this  total  is  slightly 
under  the  average.  Twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
allowed  by  the  Mayor  will  provide  for  this  number 
of  patients  approximately  48  weeks.  There 
are  at  present  36  unoccupied  beds  at  the  hospital 
and  if  some  of  the  65  outside  cases  were  transferred 
to  the  hospital  buildings  the  outside  costs  would 
be  immediately  reduced.  Furthermore,  an  addi- 
tion of  140  new  beds  this  year  should  reduce  con- 
siderably expenses  in  outside  hospitals.  If  patients 
from  other  states  were  properly  excluded  from  the 
hospital  Boston  patients  could  be  admitted.  The 
item  may  be  reduced  to  $20,000. 

Trustees. — The  trustees  have  asked  a  number  of 
times  that  subsidy  be  granted  by  the  state  for  the 
Holy  Ghost  Hospital  and  been  refused.  The  state 
has  now  granted  it. 

The  superintendent  has  already  been  told  to 
transfer  cases  from  the  Holy  Ghost  Hospital  to 
Mattapan. 

At  this  time  of  the  year  the  consumptive  thinks 
that  with  the  approaching  warm  weather  his  cough 
will  go  and  is  unwilling  to  enter  a  hospital.  When 
the  warm  weather  comes  he  finds  out  his  mistake 
and  enters. 

The  trustees  believe  that  perhaps  the  great  object 
of  a  tuberculosis  hospital  for  advanced  cases  is  to 
prevent  the  infection  of  others.  -They  believe  the 
patient  should  be  put  in  a  hospital  where  he  will 
stay.  Many  cases  are  willing  to  go  to  the  Holy 
Ghost  Hospital  who  will  not  go  to  Mattapan.  The 
trustees  believe  that  the  Holy  Ghost  Hospital  is  of 
great  value  in  "the  tuberculosis  problem  for  Boston 
and  earnestly  beg  that  the  possible  number  of  beds 
there  is  not  cut  down.  The  State  Department  of 
Health  have  set  the  number  of  beds  required  in  a. 
hospital  for  a  county  as  one  bed  for  each  death  in 
a  year.  Boston  has  nowhere  near  reached  that 
figure. 

A  patient  whose  home  is  known  to  be  in  another 
state  Is  not  kept  at  Mattapan  beyond  the  time 
needed  to  transfer  the  patient. 

Group  B,  Item  18. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,  $395.06;    estimate  of    de- 
partment,  $700;     allowed    by    Mayor,    $700; 
reoommended,  $510. 
Finance    Commission'.-  -The    department    could 
show  a  need  of  $510  and  admitted  a  reduction  of 
$190  could  be  made. 


Trustees. — The  trustees  do  not  know  who  is 
referred  to  as  "the  department"  in  the  Finance 
Commission's  report.  The  trustees  have. not  been 
consulted.  The  trustees  know  that  much  of  the 
hospital  has  not  been  cleaned  for  more  than  a  year. 
They  believe  it  needs  a  thorough  cleaning  this 
year.  The  work  must  wait  until  the  budget  is 
passed  and  much,  if  not  all,  must  be  done  during 
the  warm  weather.  Cleaning  companies  charge 
more  during  the  warm  weather  than  during  the 
winter.  The  trustees  do  not  believe  $700  an 
excessive  sum  to  ask  for  a  thorough  cleaning. 
In  1914-15,  $1,029  was  spent. 

Group  B,  Item  23. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $27;    estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $27;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $27;    recom- 
mended, $27. 
Finance    Commission. — This    covers    veterinary 
service  for  4  horses  and  16  cows. 

Trustees. — This  does  not  seem  to  call  for  com- 
ment by  the  trustees. 

Group  B,  Item  24. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $10.40;  estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $15;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $15;    recom- 
mended, $15. 
Finance    Commission. — This    is    an    emergency 
item  for  any  blacksmithing  repairs  that  may  be 
needed. 

Trustees. — This  does  not  seem  to  call  for  com- 
ment by  the  trustees. 

Group  B,  Item  26. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $718.53;    estimate   of    de- 
partment,   $63;      allowed    by    Mayor,    $63; 
recommended,  $63. 
Finance  Commission. — This  item  is  for  invoices 
that  had  already  been  paid  for  repairs  to  sprinkler 
system. 

Trustees. — This  item  is  not  for  repairs  to  sprink- 
ler system,  but  for  additions  to  the  sprinkler 
system  ordered  by  the  Building  Commissioner, 
and  has  been  already  paid. 

Group  B,  Item  27. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $14.29;  estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $69 ;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $69 ;    recom- 
mended, $69. 
Finance     Commission. — The     department     was 
requested  to  put  this  amount  into  the  budget  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Supplies,  D.  Frank  Doherty, 
for  coal  testing  purposes.     It  should  be  eliminated 
here  or  if  allowed  the  item  of  $1,900  in  the  Supply 
Department   for  testing   coal   should   be   reduced 
correspondingly. 

Trustees. — This  item  does  not  seem  to  call  for 
comment  by  the  trustees. 

Group  B,  Item  31. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,   $279.38;    estimate  of  de- 
partment,   $279;     allowed   by    Mayor,    $279; 
recommended,  $275. 
Finance   Commission. — This   is   for   bug   exter- 
mination.    It  seems  to   be   necessary   to   do   this 
work  each  year. 

Trustees. — This  item  does  not  seem  to  call  for 
comment  by  the  trustees. 

Group  B,  Item  35. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $41.12;     estimate   of1  de- 
partment,    $20;      allowed    by     Mayor,    $20; 
recommended,  $20. 
Finance   Commission. — Automobile   registration 
on  Packard  touring  car.     Registration  occurs  from 
last  year's  expenditures  owing  to  two  registrations 
having   been   needed   for   the   two   pleasure    cars. 
$20  is  the  correct  1916  charge. 

Trustees. — This  itom  does  not  seem  to  call  for 
comment  by  the  trustees. 

Group  B,  Item  39. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $5,S90.8S;    estimate  of  de- 
partment, $3,000;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $3,000; 
recommended,  $2,000. 
Finance    Commission. — The    department    will 
need  $836. 17  for  Tylose  on  a  special  draft  March  21, 
1916,   contracted  for  in   1915  before' the  Financo 
Commission     investigation     of     this    preservative. 
The  department  lias  expended  I"  date  for  miscel- 
laneous work  $548.35.     Tho  department  estimates 
it  will  need: 
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Plumbing,  $100;  machinery  and  boiler  repairs, 
$200;  painting,  $234;  carpentry,  $275;  awnings, 
$127. 

The  department  agrees  this  item  may  be  reduced 
by  $1,000. 

Trustees. — The  trustees  do  not  know  who  is 
referred  to  here  in  the  report  as  "the  department." 
The  trustees  have  not  been  consulted  about  it. 
The  trustees  feel  that  the  figure  asked  for  is  not 
at  all  excessive.  This  item  must  pay  for  all  the 
repairs  or  necessary  work  to  be  done,  expected  and 
unexpected.  Last  year  Under  this  heading  there 
were  repairs  to  buildings  of  about  $1,000,  a  blocked 
sewer  that  necessitated  an  expenditure  of  $463 
before  it  was  finally  put  in  proper  condition,  and 
fire  escapes  ordered  by  the  Building  Commissioner, 
$540,  and  other  such  items  as  are  called  for  in  any 
building.  The  trustees  know  of  a  number  of  re- 
pairs that  should  be  made,  even  if  the  "depart- 
ment" referred  to  in  the  report  does  not,  and  some 
of  which  they  expected  to  have  done  this  year. 
The  roof  of  the  power  house  and  laundry  leak 
badly,  the  trench  for  steam  pipes  in  Wards  A 
and  B  leaks  and  eventually  will  seriously  injure 
the  pipes  there.  In  a  heavy  rain  the  basement  of 
Ward  A  is  badly  flooded;  this  is  due  to  blocking 
of  the  rain  water  pipe  system  and  will  be  quite 
expensive  to  put  in  proper  condition.  The 
freight  elevator  well  requires  a  considerable  sum 
to  be  spent  on  it;  a  number  of  the  older  wooden 
buildings  should  be  repainted  and  the  i  walls 
throughout  the  hospital  have  never  been  painted, 
and  year  after  year  the  trustees  have  hoped  they 
might  be  able  to  do  this — and  so  on,  a  long  list 
of  repairs  could  be  mentioned.  To  do  only  the 
work  mentioned  would  cost  much  more  than 
$3,000. 

Group  B,  Item  40. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $45.10;     estimate   of   de- 
partment,    $50;      allowed    by     Mayor,     $50; 
recommended,  $25. 
Finance  Commission. — Harness  repairs  for  har- 
nesses for  four  horses.     $25  should  be  allowed. 

Trustees. — The  amount  spent  in  previous  years 
would  seem  to  justify  that  asked  for  this  year. 


Group  B,  Item  41. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $77.44;     estimate   of   de- 
partment,   $100;     allowed   by    Mayor,    $100; 
recommended,  $75. 
Finance  Commission. — The  department  has  ex- 
pended   in  -three    months    on    this    item    $25.50. 
$75  may  suffice  for  the  year. 

Trustees. — There  has  been  spent  already  in  three 
months  $25.50  for  shoeing  horses.  At  that  rate, 
$100  does  not  seem  to  the  trustees  an  improper 
figure  ($25.50  by  4  equals  $102). 

Group  C,  Item  4. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $1,205.56;     estimate    of 
department,  $456;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $456; 
recommended,    $456. 
Finance   Commission. — This    is    for  the  motor- 
vehicle    equipment    for    ambulance    and    Packard 
touring  car.     This  item  seems  high  for  equipment, 
but    in  as  much    as    D-ll  at  $254  seems  hardly 
enough   for   supplies,    C-4    may   be   left   without 
reduction. 

Trustees. — This  does  not  seem  to  require  com- 
ment from  the  trustees. 

Group  C,  Item  5. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $11.03;  estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $11;    allowed  by   Mayor,   $11;  recom- 
mended, $11. 
Finance     Commission. — Emergency     item     for 
various  equipment. 

Trustees. — This  does  not  seem  to  require  com- 
ment from  the  trustees. 

Group  C,  Item  6. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $60.76;  estimate  of  depart- 
ment,  $61;     allowed  by  Mayor,  $61;    recom- 
mended, $61. 
Finance  Commission. — This  amount  is  for  such 
stable   equipment   as   will   have   to  be   purchased 
during,  the  present  year. 

Trustees. — This  does  not  seem  to  require  com- 
ment from  the  trustees. 


Group  C,  Item  7. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $10,672.70;     estimate    of 
department,  $8,000;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $8,000; 
recommended,  $8,000. 

Finance  Commission. — Against  this  item  there 
is  pending  at  present  a  bill  at  the  auditor's  office 
for  beds,  mattresses,  etc.,  from  the  Richardson- 
Wright  Company,  waiting  permission  from  the 
Prison  Commissioners  to  pay,  amounting  to 
$4,822.  The  department  further  estimates  that 
$2,000  will  be  needed  for  household,  kitchen 
furnishings,  laundry  furnishings,- etc.  Two  thou- 
sand dollars  from  this  furnishing  appropriation  has 
been  transferred  to  provide  for  certain  of  the 
shortages  in  the  personal  service  division  of  the 
budget. 

Trustees. — This  does  not  seem  to  require  com- 
ment from  the  trustees. 

Group  C,  Item  9. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,     $224.75;      estimate     of 
department,  $200;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $200; 
recommended,  $65. 

Finance  Commission. — This  is  for  one  new  type- 
writer. Doctor  White  agreed  that  this  amount 
could  be  reduced  by  $135,  leaving  a  balance  of  $65 
to  provide  for  arrangement  by  which  a  wide 
carriage  machine  could  be  placed  in  his  office  if 
necessary. 

Trustees. — This'figure,  $200,  was  given  to  the 
trustees  for  the  budget  by  Doctor  White  as  being 
what  he  considered  necessary.  According  to  the 
Finance  Commission's  report  he  has  changed  his 
mind  and  now  considers  $65  enough.  The  trustees 
have  no  further  comment  to  make. 

Group  C,  Item  10. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $2.50;  estimate  of  depart- 
ment,  $20;   allowed  by   Mayor,   $20;   recom- 
mended, $5- 
Finance       Commission. — Library       equipment. 
Emergency  item. 

Trustees. — The  trustees  had  in  mind  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  especially  for  the  children.  They 
have  no  further  comment  to  make. 

Group  C,  Item  12. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,   $826.94;   estimate   of   de- 
partment,. $7,827;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $2,827; 
recommended,  $780. 

Finance  Commission. — The  large  increase  was 
intended  to  provide  for  an  X-ray  machine  and 
installation,  but  it  was  disallowed  by  the  Mayor. 
The  department  will  need  an  appropriation  of 
about  $180  for  thermometers;  $600  for  tuber- 
culosis appliances  (a  total  of  $780),  and  the  super- 
intendent has  agreed  to  the  reduction. 

Trustees. — The  greater  part  of  this  item  was 
for  an  X-ray  machine  and  the  installation  of  it. 
This  was  not  entirely  eliminated  by  the  Mayor's 
figure.  From  the  Mayor's  figure  $800  has  been 
taken  to  help  make  up  the  deficit  in  salary  of  the 
nurses,  etc.  The  trustees  do  not  feel  that  the 
amount  fixed  by  the  Finance  Commission  ($780) 
is  sufficient. 

Group  C,  Item  13. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,   $625.86;   estimate  of   de- 
partment,   $638;    allowed    by    Mayor,    $638; 
recommended,  $600. 
Finance   Commission. — This  is  for  tools   of  all 
kinds  needed  at  the  hospital. 

Trustees. —This  item  was  an  estimate  of  what 
the  trustees  thought  it  likely  to  amount  to.  They 
cannot  say  that  $600  is  not  enough,  nor  can  they 
say  that  it  is. 

Group  C,  Item  14. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $1,180;    estimate    of    de- 
partment,   $600;    allowed    by    Mayor,    $600; 
recommended,  $500. 

Finance  Commission. — In  the  past  year  it  was 
necessary  to  exchange  five  cows.  _  The  $600  this 
year  is  asked  for  an  emergency  in  case  replace- 
ment of  any  live  stock  should  be  necessary. 

Trustees. — At  the  hearing  before  the  Council 
the  trustees  stated  that  they  thought  this  item 
could  be  reduced  50  per  cent  probably.  The 
amount  needed  depends  entirely  on  whether  the 
present  cows  and  horses  continue  to  be  satisfac- 
tory. The  trustees  are  quite  ready  to  have  this 
figure  reduced  to  $300. 


APRIL    25,    1916. 
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Group  C,  Item  16. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,  $940.34;    estimate  of  de- 
partment,   $941;    allowed    by    Mayor,    $941; 
recommended,  $941. 
Finance    Commission. — In    view   of   the   added 
number  of  patients,  and  as  this  amount  seems  to  be 
the  average  for  the  past  two  years,  it  would  appear 
as  if  no  reduction  would  be  advisable. 

Trustees. — This  seems  to  require  no  comment 
from  the  trustees. 

Group  D,  Item  1. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $1,219.23;   estimate  of  de- 
partment, $1,200;   allowed  by  Mayor,  $1,200; 
recommended,  $1,000. 

Finance  Commission. — Office  stationery,  etc. 
Although  the  department  expects  to  use  more 
stationery  this  year  owing  to  the  budget  system 
and  the 'special  report  work  by  Doctor  Minot, 
$1,000  should  suffice. 

Trustees. — The  trustees  believe  the  office  sta- 
tionery is  more  likely  to  be  more  than  last  year, 
rather  than  less,  and  do  not  think  the  amount 
should  be  reduced.  The  history  blanks  alone  for 
the  additional  patients  will  be  quite  an  item.  The 
stationery  necessary  for  claiming  payment  for 
so-called  state  cases  will  be  another  new  item.  This 
latter  item  will  require  in  postage  stamps  $50  or 
more. 

Group  D,  Item  2. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $35,303.16;     estimate   of 
department,     $60,000;    allowed    by     Mayor, 
$50,000;  recommended,  $45,000. 

Finance  Commission. — This  is  for  food.  Doctor 
White  states  the  per  capita  expense  for  this  item 
is  34  cents  per  day  ($46,537.50),  which  is  the 
amount  needed  for  the  present  number  of  patients 
(375).  To  provide  for  413  patients  the  depart- 
ment will  require  $51,216.  The  expense  of  food  for 
the  superintendent's  house  is  estimated  in  this 
item.  The  superintendent's  family  consists  of  his 
father,  mother,  brother  and  sister,  and  it  is  a 
question  whether  the  support  of  all  these  persons 
should  come  from  the  public  treasury.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  $1,300  approximately  is  spent  for  the 
superintendent's  house  for  groceries  and  food. 
Forty-five  thousand  dollars  is  recommended  for 
the  appropriation. 

Trustees. — The  trustees  have  been  over  the  food 
cost  and  cannot  agree  with  the  estimate  of  the 
Finance  Commission.  Estimates  for  food  costs 
cannot  be  made  accurate.  No  one  can  compute 
the  actual  number  of  "patient  and  .officer  days" 
for  a  year  in  advance.  No  one  can  foretell  the 
cost  of  food  in  advance.  The  cost  of  foodstuffs  is 
increasing.  The  prices  said  to  have  been  paid  for 
recent  contracts  for  flour  and  sugar,  for  example, 
are  some  70  per  cent  higher  than  last  year.  Assum- 
ing that  there  will  be  the  same  number  of  patient 
and  officer  days  for  the  wards  in  use  last  year  and 
officers  employed  last  year,  and  then  assuming  that 
it  would  be  proper  in  calculating  the  cost  for  the 
new  wards  and  the  new  officers  to  calculate  them 
as  for  full  complement  from  March  1,  and  that 
the  cost  of  food  will  be  34  cents  per  day  per  person, 
the  trustees  find  that  the  total  cost  of  raw  food  to  be 
bought  would  be  $53,025.69.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
the  new  wards  were  opened  January  23,  and  most 
of  the  new  employees  hired  a  few  days  before  that. 
Last  year  there  were  131,644  patient  and  officer 
days,  which  at  34  cents  per  day  equals  $44,758.96. 
From  this  should  be  deducted  "farm  cost,"  en- 
tered as  food  cost  in  getting  the  per  diem  cost  last 
year,  $8,563.27,  leaving  $36,195.69.  The  trustees 
calculate  the  number  of  patient  and  officer  days 
for  new  patients  and  new  officers  as  49,500,  which 
at  34  cents  equals  $16,830.  The  trustees  have 
made  no  deduction  here  for  "farm  cost,  "  for  they 
believe  the  farm  will  not  produce  more  than  last 
year.  Adding  the  $44,758.90  and  the  $16,830 
together,  we  get  $53,025.69,  the  estimated  cost 
Of  the  raw  food  to  be  bought. 

Group  D,  Item  3. — Fuel. 
Expenditures,    1915-10,    $10,101.27;     estimate    of 
department,     $10,219;      allowed    by     Mayor, 

$10,219;    r immended,  s!),219. 

Finance  Commission.  I  nder  present  condi- 
tions, the  item  seems  O.  K.  Mr.  Lord  states  if 
extra  he]]),  as  requested,  is  given  him,  si. DUO  may 
be  taken  ofl  il,is  item  for  such  help  will  enable  him 
to  effect  this  saving. 

Trustees.  —While  the  trustees  believe  that  with 
an   additional  engineer   a   man   could  be   detailed 


to  see  that  steam  was  shut  off  in  places  where  it  is 
not  needed  for  heating  at  the  time  and  that  this 
would  effect  a  saving,  they  do  not  believe  it  will 
reduce  the  cost  of  coal  $1,000  from  that  of  last 
year.  The  cost  of  coal  is  computed  from  December 
1  to  December  1.  During  the  year  of  1915  the 
new  buildings  were  heated  only  from  some  time 
in  the  autumn  to  December  1.  For  1916  they  will 
have  been  heated  the  whole  of  the  cold  part  of 
the  year.  Moreover,  it  appears  evident  that 
more  must  be  paid  for  coal  per  ton  than  before. 
The  trustees  asked  for  but  $57.73  more  for  fuel 
this  year  than  last.  In  addition  to  a  larger 
hospital  to  be  heated  the  house  on  Morton  street 
must  be  heated  also.  The  item  of  fuel  contains 
also  the  gas  used.  All  the  cooking  at  the  hospital 
is  done  by  gas.  The  trustees  feel  that  this  item 
has  been  underestimated  rather  than  overestimated 
by  them. 

Group  D,  Item  4. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,    $2,281.61;     estimate    of 
department,     $2,921>;       allowed     by      Mayor, 

•    $2,921;   recommended,  $2,921. 

Finance  Commission. — This  item  is  to  provide 
for  14  cows,  4  horses,  20  ducks,  40  hens,  100  guinea 
pigs.  The  department  has  paid  during  the  past 
three  months  $904.04.  If  this  average  were 
maintained  through  the  year  $3,600  would  be 
required,  therefore  $2,921  would  seem  to  be  a 
proper  amount  to  allow. 

Trustees. — The  item  seems  to  call  for  no  com- 
ment from  the  trustees. 

Group  D,  Item  5. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $2,977.61;    estimate  of  de- 
partment, $5,500;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $4,500; 
recommended,  $3,718.87. 

Finance  Commission. —  This  amount  is  needed 
for  all  medicines,  drugs,  alcohol,  plasters,  bottles, 
charts,  cheese  cloth,  etc.  Many  of  these  items 
have  increased  tremendously  in  prices  during  the 
past  year.     Some  of  the  details  in  the  request  are: 

Medicines,  $1,774;  alcohol,  $437;  Cheese  cloth, 
$476;   paper  napkins,  $700. 

The  department  has  reduced  this  item  to 
$3,718.57. 

Trustees. —  From  the  amount  allowed  by  the 
Mayor,  $4,500,  for  this  item  at  the  request  of  the 
trustees,  there  has  been  transferred  $781.13  to  help 
make  up  the  deficit  in  the  salary  of  nurses,  etc. 
This  leaves  the  item  as  $3,718.S7,  the  amount 
appearing  in  the  Mayor's  revised  figures. 

Group  D,  Item  6. 
Expenditures,    1915-15,    $0;     estimate   of   depart- 
ment,   $9;     allowed   by    Mayor,    $9;     recom- 
mended, $5. 
Finance     Commission. —  This    is    for    "Medical 
Journal"  subscription,  $5.     Item  can  be   reduced 
by  $4. 

Trustees. —  The  figure  $9  was  given  the  trustees 
by  the  superintendent.  They  assumed  he  had  an 
additional  "Medical  Journal"  besides  the  Boston 
"Medical  and  Surgical  Journal"  in  mind.  The  trus- 
tees have  no  comment  to  make. 

Group  D,  Item  8. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,  $692.73;    estimate  of  de- 
partment, $1,000;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $1,000; 
recommended,  $S00. 
Finance    Commission. —  Laundry    cleaning    and 
toilets.     The  increase  is  requested  on  account  of 
the  contemplated  addition  of  140  new  patients  for 
the  two  new  wards.     An  allowance  of  $800  should 
be  granted. 

Trustees. —  The  trustees'  figure  of  $1,000  they 
believe  not  to  be  excessive.  They  have  thought 
that  the  number  of  patients  and  officer  days  tor 
last  year  and  that  for  this  year,  as  given  under 
D.-2  above,  might  be  used  to  form  an  estimate  for 
laundry  cost.  The  number  for  this  year  is  37  per 
Cent  more  than  last.  Adding  37  per  cent  to  the 
laundry  cost,  of  last  year  we  get  $940.04.  The 
trustees  do  not  know  how  the  Finance  Commission 
arrive  :it  ssoo  as  the  laundry  cost,  but  they  believe 
it  is  decidedly  too  small.  The  laundry  supplies  in 
1913-14  cos!  $399.28  and  $785.15  in  1911  I  5.  In 
1914-15  there  were  iin  more  beds  than  in  1913-14. 
This  year  we  add  1  HI  beds,  The  report  of  the 
Finance  Commission  does  not  seem  to  take  into 
Consideration  thai  employers'  clothes,  bed  linen, 
el'.,  have  to  bo  washed  by  the  hospital. 
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Group  D,  Item  9. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $13.09;  estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $28;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $28. 

Finance  Commission. — This  is  required  for  sup- 
plies for  school  children.  Should  be  charged  to 
School  Department  appropriation. 

Trustees. — This  is  to  supply  various  things  for 
the  patients,  especially  the  children.  The  children 
are  not  school  children;  they  are  hospital  patients. 
The  trustees  believe  they  should  supply  these 
things  and  not  the  School  Department.  Some  of 
the  articles  the  trustees  had  in  mind  are  baseballs, 
bats,  etc.,  bean  bags,  games,  etc. 

Group  D,  Item  10. 
Expenditures,   191.5-16,   $720.09;    estimate   of  de- 
partment,   $728;     allowed    by    Mayor,    $728; 
recommended,  $728. 
Finance     Commission. — Agricultural      supplies. 
Last  year's  expenses  were: 

For  seeds,  $227;  for  .fertilizer,  $358;  for  lime, 
$13.90;  for  blue  vitriol,  $8.50;  for  flower  pots, 
$20.02;   for  land  plaster,  $92. 

Trustees. — The  items  seem  to  require  no  com- 
ment by  the  trustees. 

Group  D,  Item  11. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,   $253.74;    estimate  of  de- 
partment,   $254;     allowed   by    Mayor,    $254; 
recommended,  $254. 
Finance    Commission. — Motor  vehicle    supplies 
for  ambulances  and  Packard  touring  car. 

Trustees. — The  item  seems  to  require  no  com- 
ment by  the  trustees. 

Group  D,  Item  13. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,   $195.01;    estimate  of  de- 
partment,   $195;     allowed   by    Mayor,    $195; 
recommended,  $195. 
Finance     Commission. — Chemicals    and    disin- 
fectants.    This   includes   ammonia   for   ice   plant, 
boiler  preservatives,     fire   extinguishers'    charges, 
etc. 

Trustees. — This  item  seems  to  require  no  com- 
ment by  the  trustees. 

Group  D,  Item  16. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $38.38;   estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $200;   allowed  by  Mayor,  $200;   recom- 
mended, $100. 
Finance      Commission. — General     plant.      The 
department  has  already  spent  $59.07.     An   allow- 
ance of  $100  is  recommended. 

Trustees. — In  four  months  $59.07  was  spent 
under  this  item;  at  this  rate  $200  does  not  seem  to 
the  trustees  an  improper  figure  for  an  item  that 
must  meet  the  cost  of  all  supplies,  often  unexpected 
ones,  that  cannot  be  classed  elsewhere. 

Group  E,  Item  1. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,    $1,615.74;     estimate    of 
department,     $1,615;     allowed     by     Mayor, 
$1,615;  recommended,  $705. 
Finance     Commission. — This     is     for     building 
materials  for  which  the  department's  details  show 
the  following: 

Lumber $200  00 

Doors 64  00 

Magnesia  coverings 60  00 

Zinc  sheetings ' 26  00 

Paints,  oils,  etc 191  00 

Pipings,  etc 100  00 

Glass 41  00 

Cement 6  00 

Firebrick 17  00 

Total  of $705  00 

The  item  can,  therefore,  be  reduced  $910. 

Trustees. — This  item  must  meet  building 
material  of  every  kind.  Last  year  it  amounted  to 
$1,615.74.  The  trustees  have  never  before  seen 
the  ' '  department's  detail ' '  given  in  the  report  of  the 
commission.  This  is  an  item  that  cannot  be  fore- 
told with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  Last  year  the 
items  given  by  the  commission's  "department 
detail,"  amounting  to  $705,  amounted  to  $938.93, 
and  in  addition  to  this  there  were  items  not 
mentioned  in  the  "department  detail"  at  all  that 
amounted  to  $676.81.     The  trustees  believe  that 


similar  items  and  expenses  will  incur  this  year. 
In  1914-15  there  were  spent  for  building  material 
$4,958.  The  trustees  do  not  believe  the  item  should 
be  reduced. 

Group  E,  Item  8. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,  $18;    estimate  of  depart- 
ment,  $18;  allowed  by   Mayor,   $18;  recom- 
mended, $18. 
Finance    Commission. — This   item   is    for   glass 
shelves  for  operating  tables. 

Trustees. — This  item  seems  to  require  no  com- 
ment by  the  trustees. 

Group  E,  Item  9. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,     $1,133.82;    estimate     of 
department,  $500;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $500; 
recommended,  $400. 
Finance    Commission. — Doctor   White   believes 
this  amount  can  be  reduced  $100  (to  $400)  as  an 
emergency  item  (general). 

Trustees. — This  again  is  an  item  that  can  only 
be  roughly  estimated.  In  1914-15  it  amounted 
to  $863.  'The  figure  for  this  item  was  given 
originally  by  Doctor  White  to  the  trustees.  The 
trustees  have  no  comment  to  make. 

Group  E,  Item  10. 
Expenditures,      1915-16,     $296.70;     estimate     of 
department,  $297;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $297; 
recommended,  $297. 
Finance    Commission. — This    is    for    electrical 
equipment.     The  department  has  already  expended 
$251.27. 

Trustees. — This  item  seems  to  require  no  com- 
ment by  the  trustees. 

Group  E,  Item  13. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,  $322.89;   estimate   of   de- 
partment,   $510;1    allowed    by    Mayor,    $510; 
recommended,  $400. 
Finance   Commission. — General   plant.     Doctor 
White  believes  this  can  be  reduced  by  $110,  leaving 
a  balance  of  $400  for  emergency  account. 

Trustees. — The  figure  for  this  item  was  given  the 
trustees  by  Doctor  White.  This  is  another  item 
that  can  be  only  roughly  estimated.  The  trustees 
have  no  comment  to  make. 

Group  F,  Item  11. 

Estimate  of  department,  $550;  allowed  by  Mayor, 

$550. 

Finance  Commission. — This  item  is  to  pay  for  a 
claim  under  the  Workingmen's  Compensation  Act 
by  a  former  male  nurse  who  claims  to  have  con- 
tracted tuberculosis  at  the  institution.  The  Law 
Department  objected  to  the  claim  and  the  Board  of 
Arbitration  decided  (March  30)  against  the  claim. 
There  is  no  need  of  the  appropriation  at  the  present 
time. 

Trustees. — The  trustees  have  been  informed  by 
the  Law  Department  since  their  appearance  before 
the  City  Council  that  this  case  has  been  decided 
against  the  claimant  and  that  the  time  allowed  by 
the  law  for  appeal  having  elapsed  and  none  made 
the  case  is  now  closed.  This  item  can  therefore  be 
omitted  from  the  budget. 


BoABD    OF    EmCTION    COMMISSIONERS. 

Boston,  April  14,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear    Sir, — Relative    to    the  criticisms    of    the 
budget  estimates  of  the  Election  Department  made 
by  the  investigators  of  the  Finance  Commission  we 
answer  as  follows: 

Group  A,  Item  1. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $56,930.33;     estimate    of 
department,     $61,200;      allowed    by    Mayor, 
$61,200;    recommended,  $58,183. 

The  investigators  disapprove  of  all  increase  of 
salaries  recommended  by  the  Election  Commis- 
sioners and  allowed  by  your  Honor.  The  Election 
Commissioners  recommended  an  increase  of  $100 
each  to  27  assistant  registrars  and  to  Matthew 
F.  Foley,  an  assistant. 

The  investigators  say  that  "In  October,  1914, 
the  Mayor,  deeming  that  the  expense  of  the 
Election  Department  was  out  of  proportion  to  the 
service  rendered,  had  an  investigation  made  and 
attempted    to   standardize   the   salaries   therein." 
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This  statement  is  absolutely  incorrect.  No  in- 
vestigation -was  made  by  the  Mayor,  but  the 
standardization  of  salaries  was  recommended  in 
the  first  instance  by  the  Election  Commissioners 
and  allowed  by  the  Mayor.  ■  By  this  standardiza- 
tion, the  salary  of  Mr.  Foley,  the  assistant,  re- 
mained at  $2,000,  and  as  a  consequence,  by  reason 
of  the  abolition  of  overtime,  he  lost  what  he  had 
received  as  such,  to  wit,  on  an  average  of  $150 
yearly,  so  that  in  his  case  our  recommendation  for 
an  increase  of  salary  is  an  attempt  to  restore  at 
least  part  of  the  salary  that  he  formerly  received. 

The  investigators  say  in  reference  to  the  assist- 
ant registrars  that  they  "had  been  allowed  to 
receive  overtime  money  which,  together  with  their 
regular  salary,  netted  them  on  an  average  less 
than  $1,400  a  year.  This  is  incorrect.  Their 
salary  of  $4  a  day,  together  with  their  overtime, 
netted  them  on  an  average  of  more  than  $1,400 
a  year.  There  has  been  no  salary  increases  given 
to  the  assistant  registrars  for  at  least  fifteen  years, 
and  under  all  the  circumstances  we  feel  justified 
in  recommending  to  your  Honor  an  increase  of 
$100  to  each,  which  your  Honor  has  allowed. 

In  reference  to  the  carpenter  foreman  we  would 
say  that  his  services  to  the  city  are  worth  $4.50 
per  day,  which  is  less  than  the  prevailing  scale  of 
wages.  In  reference  to  the  other  carpenter  whose 
salary  we  recommended  raising  from  $3  to  $3.25 
per  day,  we  would  say  that  he  does  practically  the 
same  work  as  the  third  carpenter,  who  now  re- 
ceives $3.25  per  day,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
both  men  should  not  receive  the  same  salary. 

The  investigators  say  that  "It  is  difficult  to  see 
how  three  carpenters  are  constantly  employed  on 
this  work  during  the  year  while  the  number  of 
booths  is  constantly  decreasing."  They  forget 
the  fact  that  the  number  of  precincts  in  the  city  has 
increased  from  191  in  1900  to  225  in  1915,  all  of 
which  must  be  fitted  up  with  rails  and  parapher- 
nalia, constantly  in  need  of  repair,  for  each  primary 
and  election.  The  statement  that  without  difficulty 
one  carpenter  could  attend  to  all  the  necessary 
labor  on  the  voting  booths  is  absurd. 

Group  A,  Item  2. 
Expenditures,      191.5-16,     $39,730;      estimate    of 
department,    $51,636;     allowed    by    Mayor, 
$51,636;   recommended,  $39,208. 

Assistant  Registrars. 
The  law  requires  that  the  Election  Commissioners 
hold  registration  in  the  various  wards  of  the  city  a 
certain  number  of  evenings  each  year.  The  in- 
vestigators say  that  "inasmuch  as  the  permanent 
assistant  registrars  have  agreed,  as  part  of  their 
employment,  to  work  such  overtime  or  to  do  such 
extra  work  as  they  may  be  called  upon  to  do  by 
their  superiors,  it  does  not  seem  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  a  total  of  52  assistant  registrars."  This 
statement  is,  first,  unfair  on  its  face  to  the  assistant 
registrars,  and,  second,  is  made  in  total  ignorance  of 
the  work  of  the  Election  Department.  The  agree- 
ment made  with  the  clerks  was  to  work  such  over- 
time or  to  do  such  extra  work  as  they  might  be 
called  upon  to  do  by  the  Election  Commissioners  in 
connection,  however,  with  the  clerical  work  of  our 
principal  office.  It  was  not  intended  or  con- 
templated that  they  would  have  to  take  up  another 
man's  work.  Furthermore,  they  could  not  if  they 
would,  for  while  registration  is  going  on  in  the  out- 
side wards  our  office  force  is  busily  engaged  nights 
in  the  necessary  work  of  this  office,  including  regis- 
tration of  voters,  writing  of  cards  for  the  printer, 
preparation  of  the  voting  lists  for  primary  and 
elections,  certifying  nomination  papers  and  such 
other  work  as  cannot  be  performed  with  our  present 
force  during  the  hours  from  9  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m.  In 
fact,  the  work  of  the  office  is  such  that  it  becomes 
necessary  at  times  to  call  in  some  of  the  assistant 
registrars  from  the  outside  wards  to  assist  in  regis- 
tration at  the  principal  office.  This  accounts  for 
the  estimate  of  $96  referred  to  by  the  investigators. 
It  is  charitable  to  say  that  the  recommendation  of 
the  investigators  that  we  abandon  the  work  at  our 
principal  office  by  sending  our  assistant  registrars 
to  I  he  outside  wards  was  made  without  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  requirements  of  law  or  without  the 
slightest  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  department. 

Election  Officers. 
The  investigators  say  "the  compensation, 
however,  paid  to  tlic.se  officers  is  large  for  the 
service  rendered,  and  as  it.  is  mil  (ixi  .1  \,y  law  it,  is 
within  the  province  of  the  Council  to  determine 
whether  a   reduction   should   not   be   allowed.     If 


$6  a  day  were  paid  to  the  wardens  and  inspectors, 
and  $8  a  day  to  the  clerk  the  saving  on  the  item 
for  election  officers  would  amount  to  $10,728." 
The  compensation  of  the  clerks  at  $10  a  day  was 
fixed  by  the  City  Council  in  1888,  and  that  of  the 
wardens  and  inspectors  was  fixed  by  the  City 
Council  at  $8  in  1899  and  has  remained  the  same 
ever  since.  There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason 
why  this  compensation  should  be  reduced,  for  the 
work  performed  has  not  been  decreased.  The 
officers  arrive  at  the  polls  ready  to  open  the  same 
at  6  a.  m.,  and  in  many  cases  work  until  midnight. 
We  disagree  with  the  opinion  that  the  compensa- 
tion is  large  for  the  service  rendered,  and  we  are 
opposed  to  this  reduction. 

Janitors. 
The  amount  for  janitors  includes  mainly  em- 
ployees of  the  School  Department  who  put  up 
and  take  down  rails  preceding  and  succeeding 
each  primary  and  election.  Their  compensation 
was  agreed  upon  after  a  conference  with  the 
schoolhouse  custodian.  Every  dollar  will  be 
needed  to  pay  them  this  reasonable  compensation. 
The  reason  that  the  compensation  differs  in  many 
cases  is  that  there  is  more  work  to  be  performed 
by  some  than  others.  '  The  amounts  paid  less  than 
$5  a  day  are  for  janitors  at  registration  places, 
at  places  where  election  officers  are  sworn  in,  and 
such  election  officers  in  booths  as  the  Election 
Commissioners  employ  as  janitors.  The  work 
of  these  latter  is  entirely  different  and  less  arduous 
than  that  of  the  schoolhouse  janitors. 

Group  A,  Item  3. 
Expenditures,     1915-16., ,    $145.58;      estimate     of 

department,      $180;       allowed     by      Mayor, 

$180. 
The  investigators  are  in  error  in  their  under- 
standing that  $130  is  to  be  paid  to  the  office  force. 
This  overtime  is  paid  to  the  mechanics  in  the 
department  for  which  the  city  is  responsible 
when  they  are  properly  employed.  In  reference 
to  the  emergency  help  we  would  say  that  it  became 
absolutely  necessary  at  the  last  state  primary  to 
call  in  outside  help  to  assist  in  carrying  ballots  and 
ballot  boxes  from  our  office  to  the  carriages  owing 
to  the  immense  size  of  the  packages.  Had  we  not 
done  so  we  never  could  have  transmitted  the 
election  paraphernalia  to  the  polls  on  time,  and  we 
very  properly  included  an  item  for  such  emer- 
gency help  this  year. 

Group  B,  Item  1. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $21,828.45;     estimate    of 
department,    $22,828;      allowed    by    Mayor, 
$22,828;  recommended,  $21,549. 

The  investigators  say,  mistakenly,  that  as 
there  will  be  no  charge  on  account  of  the  special 
lists  for  the  presidential  primary  $1,000  can  be 
excluded  from  the  budget,  reasoning  that  the 
Election  Commissioners  had  asked  for  this  amount 
to  cover  the  cost  for  printing  such  lists.  This  is 
absolutely  erroneous.  The  $1,000  is  for  general 
printing  in  connection  with  the  Presidential  Pri- 
mary, including  official  returns,  tally  sheets, 
envelopes  and  blanks  necessary  for  conducting 
the  primary.  This  estimate,  in  our  opinion,  is 
reasonable  and  necessary.  In  reference  to  the 
contemplated  reduction  of  $279  for  the  annual 
reports,  we  would  say  that  the  same  were  printed 
and  issued  before  the  investigators  made  their 
report. 

Group  B,  Item  4. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,     $3,508.29;    estimate    of 
department,     $4,600;      allowed    by     Mayor, 
$4,600;   recommended,  $3,600. 

The  investigators  say  that  if  competition  for 
furnishing  conveyances  for  the  elections  were 
requested  this  would  undoubtedly  bring  a  lower 
rate  to  the  eitj  ,  and  at  least  $1,000  might  be  saved. 
No. reason  whatsoever  for  this  arbitrary  reduction 
is  t'iven,  and  is  a  mere  matter  of  words  and  opinion. 
The  Election  Commissioners  now  have  competi- 
tion among  carriage  owners  in  various  wards,  and 
always  let  the  carriage  contract  to  tlio  lowest 
responsible  bidder  in  each  ward.  We  have  adopted 
this  system  because  of  its  safety.  It  is  of  cardinal 
importance  that  the  ballots  arrive  at  the  polling 
places  on  time.  We  .secure  from  the  Police  Depart- 
ment a  list  of  all  the  carriage  owners  in  the  various 
wards  who  have  a  uffioient  number  of  carriages 
to  1  ransport  the  ballots  to  the  various  precincts  in 
eaoh  ward.      We  invite  them  to  bid  on  a  ward,  and 
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in  some  cases  on  more  than  one  ward,  so  that 
competition  exists  at  the  present  time.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  in  addition  to  this  system  of 
competition  we  should  also  have  a  competition  at 
the  same  time  covering  the  entire  city.  We  shall 
take  this  suggestion  under  consideration,  but 
until  such  time  as  we  adopt  it  and  receive  bids, 
no  person  can  say  that  $1,000  may  be  saved  in 
this  item. 

Group  B,  Item  5. 
Expenditures,     1915-16,     81,708.50;      estimate     of 

department,  $3,000;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $3,000; 

recommended,  $2,500. 
Since  our  estimate  was  made  up,  and  this  item 
was  allowed  by  your  Honor,  we  received  a  bid  for 
transporting  the  .booths,  including  the  additional 
cost  on  account  of  the  Presidential  Primary,  of 
$1,948.  In  consideration  of  this  fact,  which,  of 
course,  was  not  known  to  this  department  or  your 
Honor  at  the  time  the  budget  was  made  up,  we 
agree  that  a  total  of  $2,500  will  be  sufficient  to 
cover  the  needs  of  the  department  so  far  as  this 
item  is  concerned.  This  would  take  care  of  the 
extra  moving  of  booths  which  we  find  always 
necessary  during  the  year  and  also  the  item  of  the 
cost  of  transporting  the  books  of  the  outside 
assistant  registrars  to  and  from  the  various  re- 
gistration places  designated  by. the  Board. 

Group  B,  Item  6. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,   $608.40;   estimate   of  de- 
partment,   $900;    allowed    by    Mayor,    $900; 
recommended,  $650. 
The  investigators  say  in  reference  to  this  item 
that  the  Presidential  Primary  will  not  cause  any 
large   increase.     This   is   absolute    error.     It   will 
increase  the  teaming  and  carting  of  the  depart- 
ment one  third  over  that  of  1915,  consequently  we 
estimate   approximately   one   third  more  than  we 
expended  last  year. 

Group  B,  Item  10. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $2,701;    estimate    of    de- 
partment, $2,700;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $2,700; 
recommended,  $1,725. 
Our  estimate  is  based  on  the  following  rentals 
for  which  the  department  expended  the  sum  of 
$2,700    in    1915,    excluding,    however,    therefrom 
$450  paid  to  Joseph  Cavanagh,  trustee,  for  rental 
of  a  lot  on  D  street. 


Rentals  for  1915. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway   (storehouse),  $700  00 

Joseph  Cavanagh  (D  street  lot) 450  00 

Miscellaneous    lots '  where    booths    are 

stored 1,122  50 

Thomas  Minton  (registered  place) 85  00 

H.  E.  B.  Waldron  (registered  place) 50  00 

Harvard   Improvement   Hall   Company 

(polling  place) "  45  00 

Simon  B.  Blunt  (polling  place) 60  00 

John  H.  Burke  (polling  place) 37  50 

Seventy-two  lodgings  for  clerks  at  $1.75,  126  00 

Lodgings  for  commissioners 24  05 


$2,700  05 


The  investigators  say  in  their  report  that  the 
cost  for  accommodations  for  employees  and  com- 
missioners at  the  Quincy  House  and  Young's 
Hotel  is  included  in  this  item  and  amounted 
approximately  to  $725.  This  is  absolute  error. 
The  amount  paid  for  such  lodgings  for  the  entire 
year  amounted  only  to  $160.05.  They  also  say 
that  if  sleeping  accommodations  were  disallowed 
and  the  employees  allowed  money  for  breakfast, 
at  the  sum  of  $64  for  this  purpose,  it  would  reduce 
this  item  to  $1,725.  This  conclusion  is  based  on 
the  erroneous  supposition  that  the  cost  above 
referred  to  was  $725  instead  of  $160.05.  More- 
over, we  are  opposed  to  dispensing  with  the  sleep- 
ing accommodations  furnished  the  clerks,  because 
of  the  fact  that  we  deem  their  services  absolutely 
necessary  at  the  office  of  the  commissioners  at 
4  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  each  primary  and  election, 
and  their  presence  can  be  assured  best  by  quar- 
tering them  in  a'  ddwntown  hotel  at  the  expense 
of  the  city.  The  increase  cost  of  rentals  and 
lodgings  on  account  of  the  Presidential  Primary 
and  the  possible  rental  of  additional  lots  of  land 
for  polling  booths  will  probably  balance  this  year 


the    saving    made    by    the    abandonment    of    the 

Cavanagh  lot,  and  therefore  no  reduction  should 

be  made. 

Group  B,  Item  13. 

Expenditures,  1915-16,  $72.75;  estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $100;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $100;  recom- 
mended, $50. 

This  item  not  only  covers  the  cost  of  telephone 
service  at  our  storehouse  in  South  Boston,  but  also 
the  reverse  calls  at  this  office.  It  also  includes  the 
charge  for  messenger  service  at  our  principal  office. 
We  consider  our  estimate  a  reasonable  one. 

Group  B,  Item  18. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $325.37;  estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $425;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $425;  recom- 
mended,. $390. 
This  item  includes: 

1.  Cleaning  and  care  of  booths  for  which 

was  paid  in  1915 $236  00 

2.  Cleaning  canvas  envelopes  for  which 

was  paid  in  1915 89  37 

Total $325  37 

The  investigators  of  the  Finance  Commission  are 
in  error  when  they  say  that  this  item  includes  only 
cleaning  of  election  material.  They  erroneously 
suppose,  also,  that  the  department  cleans  about 
2,100  pieces  of  material  three  times  a  year  and  that 
this  year,  on  accoupt  of  the  Presidential  Primary, 
we  shall  clean  such  material  four  times.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  only  one  cleaning  is  made,  amounting 
as  above  in  1915  to  $89.37.  This  year,  however,  on 
account  of  the  Presidential  Primary  this  material 
will  have  to  be  cleaned  twice,  and  if  the  cost  is 
practically  the  same  and  the  full  amount  is  paid  for 
cleaning  and  care  of  booths,  the  amount  of  this 
item  would  be  $416.74.  The  bill  for  cleaning 
material  for  the  Presidential  Primary  will  amount 
to  $110.70,  and  if  it  costs  the  same  sum  for  cleaning 
the  material  again,  our  estimate  rather  than  being 
too  high  is  too  low.  We  believe  this  item  should 
not  be  reduced. 

Group  B,  Item  35. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $125.90;  estimate  of  depart- 
ment, S150;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $150;  recom- 
mended, $100. 
This  item  is  for  constable  service  for  serving  cer- 
tificates of  election  on  Representatives  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  and  complaints  of  illegal  registration. 
It  does  not  include,  as  the  investigators  say,  fees 
to  witnesses  in  illegal  registration  cases.  The 
Election  Commissioners  pay  no  such  fees.  The 
investigators  say  "It  seems  as  if  the  notification  by 
constable' could  be  dispensed  with,  in  as  much  as  it  is 
not  required  by  law."  This  is  absolute  error.  The 
law  requires  that  such  certificates  be  served  by  a  con- 
stable or  other  officer  (see  section  325  of  chapter 
835  of  the  Acts  of  1913).  Consequently  this  item 
should  not  be  reduced. 

Group  B,  Item  39. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $186.34;  estimate  of  de- 
partment, $1,000;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $500; 
recommended,  $200. 
This  item  is  for  work  done  by  outside  con- 
tractors in  the  preparation  of  polling  places  not 
included  in  the  above,  such  as  work  in  the  polling 
places  in  schools,  painting  booths,  etc.  In  1913- 
14,  SI, 394  was  expended;  in  1914-15,  $1,476, 
while  in  1915  only  $186.34  was  expended.  In 
1914  the  booths  were  painted,  and  most  of  them 
need  painting  at  the  present  time.  The  cost  of 
this  work  was  included  in  our  estimate  for  1916. 
On  account  of  the  new  change  in  ward  lines  we 
shall  use  some  new  schoolhouses.  The  polling 
place  in  these  schools  must  be  fitted  up,  and  the 
expense  for  this  work  is  also  included  in  this  item. 
The  investigators  say  that  in  as  much  as  we  main- 
tain a  force  of  three  carpenters  it  seems  unneces- 
sary to  employ  additional  help  for  carpenter  work, 
but  in  answer  to  this  we  would  state  that  our 
carpenters  are  neither  painters,  steam-fitters  nor 
electricians.  Moreover,  the  work  done  in  all  the 
schoolhouses  is  done  directly  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Schoolhouse  Commission.  If  this 
estimate  is  reduced  to  $200,  it  would  simply  mean 
that  no  booths  would  be  painted  and  there  prob- 
ably would  not  be  sufficient  money  to  fit  up  new 
polling  places  in  schoolhouses. 
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Group  C,  Item  7. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,   $546.24;    estimate  of  de- 
partment,   $700;     allowed   by    Mayor,    $500; 
recommended,  $200. 
This  item  includes  money  expended  for  cbairs, 
tables,  ballot  boxes,   canceling    stamps  for  ballot 
boxes,  coal  barrels  and  coal  hods,  oil  cans,  voting 
lists  boards,  etc.     In  1913-14,  $580  was  expended 
for  this  purpose;  in  1914-15,  $510,  and  in  1915-16, 
$546.24.     Your  Honor  has  allowed  for  the  current 
year  $500.     As  this  expenditure  is  for  the  renewal 
of  perishable  furniture,  etc.,  the  average  cost  of 
which  is  more  than  $500,  it  would  seem  absurd 
to  reduce  this  item  to  $200. 


Group  C,  Item  9. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $49.80;     estimate   of   de- 
partment,   $100;     allowed    by    Mayor,    $100; 
recommended,  $25. 
This    item    includes    typewriters,    ink    stands, 
letter  files,  seals  for  sealing  wax,  and  articles  of  like 
nature,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  this  year  $100 
was  a  reasonable  estimate  for  this  item,  especially 
taking  into  consideration  that  additional  articles 
will  be  necessary  on  account  of  the  Presidential 
Primary. 

Group  C,  Item  10. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,   $132.21;    estimate  of  de- 
partment,   $250;     allowed   by    Mayor,    $150; 
recommended,  $50. 
This    item    includes    the    money    expended    for 
Massachusetts  reports,  books  relative  to  election 
cases  and  atlases  of  the  various  districts  of  the 
city.     Your    Honor    has    reduced    our    estimate 
$100,   and  we  believe  that  no  further  reduction 
should  be  made. 


Group  C,  Item  13. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $77.91;     estimate   of   de- 
partment,   $175;     allowed    by    Mayor,    $75; 
recommended,  $50. 
This  item  includes  money  expended  for  brooms, 
dusters,      crowbars,     pokers,     lanterns,     shovels, 
brushes   and   things   of   like   nature.     We   see   no 
reason    why    our    estimate    should    be    arbitrarily 
reduced  to  $50,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in 
1913-14  we  expended  $79,  in  1914-15,  $246  and  in 
1915,  $77.91. 

Group  D,  Item  2. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,   $583.90;    estimate  of  de- 
partment,  $800;      allowed  by   Mayor,   $700; 
recommended,  $364. 
This  item  includes  breakfasts  for  clerks  on  the 
mornings  of  primary  and  elections  and  also  lunches 
for  police  officers  and  hackmen. 
Last  year  the  amount  expended  for  break- 
fasts for  clerks  was $54  00 

The  amount  expended  for  police  and  hack- 
men  was 529  90 

Total $583  90 


The  investigators  say  if  $300  is  allowed  it  will 
give  an  average  expenditure  for  the  four  elections, 
including  the  Presidential  Primary,  of  $75  which 
will  provide  the  usual  morning  lunch  for  225  police 
officers  who  are  required  to  be  on  duty  in  the  <  1 1 1 1  - 
erent  precincts  of  the  city.  They  also  say  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  city  to  provide  refreshments  for  the  taxicab 
and  carriage  drivers.  The  custom  of  providing 
lunches  for  policemen  ami  cab  drivers  has  existed 
in  the  City  of  Boston  for  more  than  a  generation. 
The  carriage  drivers  call  at  the  police  stations  and 
carry  the  police  officers  to  the  principal  offices  of 
the  Election  Commissioners,  ami  sandwiches  and 
coffee  an-  furnished  to  the  policemen  in  Station  2 
and  to  the  cabmen  in  the  basement  of  City  Hall. 
'I  In]  i'  lias  been  no  objection  to  this  custom,  as  far 
as  we  know,  up  to  the  presenl  time,  Al  all  events, 
it  would  se.em  to  be  humanitarian  for  the  city  if  it 
goes  to  die  expense  of  providing  for  flu-  policemen 
to  provide  also  for  the  carriage  drivers,  both  of 
whom  arrive  at  l  he  offices  ol  the  Election  <  lomnuV 
sioners  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning.  We  believe 
the  expenditure  is  not  exorbitant,  and  thai  there 
is  no  good  reason  for  abandoning  ii  at  the  prcsont 
time. 


Group  D,  Item  3. 
Expenditures,   1915-16,   $111.69;    estimate  of  de- 
partment,   $300;     allowed    by    Mayor,    $300; 
recommended,  $150. 
This  item  is  for  coal  and  wood  for  voting  booths 
for  which  $250  was  expended  in  1913-14,  $304  in 
1914-15  and  $111.69  in  1915-16,  and  we  estimated 
that  $300  would  be  necessary  for  the  current  year. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  one  more  function, 
to  wit,  the  Presidential  Primary,  and  that  the  cost 
of  coal  is  not  any  lower  than  it  was  in  the  preceding 
years,   it  would   seem   as   if    our   estimate   was   a 
reasonable  one. 

Group  D,  Item  13. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $3;     estimate   of   depart- 
ment, $10;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $10;    recom- 
mended, $3. 
This  item  is  for  the  purchase  of  disinfectants  for 
'the  sanitary  m  the  storehouse  and  for  using  the 
same  in  all  of  the  voting  booths.     The  investigators 
say  that  the  expenditure  of  1915-16  should  be  suf- 
ficient for  the  coming  year.     In  a  segregated  budget 
an  estimate  of  $10  is  certainly  not  much  for  this 
purpose. 

Group  E,  Item  1. 
Expenditures,  1915-16,  $679.65;  estimate  of  de- 
partment, $900;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $600; 
recommended,  $500. 
This  item  includes  the  lumber,  nails,  bolts, 
screws,  iron  plates  for  booth  corners,  paint,  flooring, 
roofing,  booth  doors,  locks,  etc.  In  1913-14,  $507 
was  expended  for  this  purpose,  1914-15,  $838,  in 
1915-16,  $679.65,  and  our  estimate  for  the  current 
year,  which  your  Honor  has  reduced,  is  $900.  We 
see  no  reason  for  any  further  reduction  in  this  item. 
Moreover,  there  is  a  bill  for  locks  which  were 
ordered  last  year,  the  delivery  of  which  was  delayed 
and  the  payment  for  which,  amounting  to  approx- 
imately $200,  must  come  out  of  this  year's  appro- 
priation, in  addition  to  the  ordinary  expenditures 
under  this  item. 

Group  E,  Item  13. 
Expenditures,    1915-16,    $29.22;     estimate    of   de- 
partment,   $150;     allowed    by    Mayor,    $50; 
recommended,  $25. 
This  item  includes  money  expended  for  linings 
for  stoves,  stove  pipes,  etc.,  for  which  $38  was  ex- 
pended in  1913-14,  $41  in  1914-15,  and  $29.22  in 
1915-16.     Our  estimate  of  $150  was  reduced  by 
your  Honor  to  $50,  and  we  see  no  reason  for  a 
further  reduction  in  this  item. 

Respectfully, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

John  M.  Minton, 

Chairman. 


Institutions  Registration  Department. 
Boston,  April  13,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — In  reply  to  the  criticisms  and  recommenda- 
tions made  by  the  Finance  Commission  investiga- 
tors on  segregated  budget  items  in  the  appropriation 
asked  for  by  thi,s  department,  I  beg  leave  to 
respectfully  report  as  follows: 

Group  A,  Item  1. — Personal  Service. 
Expended,   1915-16,  $15,227;  estimate  of  depart- 
ment,     $15,754.44;        allowed      by      Mayor, 
$15,355.60. 

It  was  recommended  that  the  salary  of  George 
J.  Uriot,  rated  as  ambulance  driver,  be  increased 
$100  per  year—from  $1,100  to  .$1,200.  In 
addition  to  his  salary  of  81,100,  he  is  paid  $10  per 
month  ($120  per  year)  by  the  Infirmary  Depart- 
ment for  messenger  work. 

The  Finance  Commission  investigators  recom- 
mend no  allowance  and  say; 

"There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  reason  why  he 
should  receive  an  additional  increase  of  salary 
tins  year,  nor  why  he  should  be  paid  $120  by  the 
Infirmary  Department  for  performing  work  during 
his  regular  office  hours." 

II"'  increase  of  skid  per  year  in  this  case  was 
recommended  because  1  believe  he  is  entitled  to 
$1,200  o  year  salarj  on  account  of  the  services  he 
renders.     I  le  lias  been  employed  in  the  department 

since    September,    1906.      Villi, b    rated    as    an 

ambulance  driver,   lie   acts,   in   addition   to  other 
duties,  as  agent   of  H"'  department  for  removing 
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the  sick  and  infirm.  To  do  the  work  as  it  should 
be  done  the  man  must  be  capable,  efficient  and 
possess  good  judgment  and  tact.  In  nearly  ten 
years'  service,  his  salary  has  been  increased  $200. 
Regarding  $10  a  month  paid  him  by  the  In- 
firmary Department,  it  would  seem  that  any 
criticism  and  recommendation  should  have  been 
made  to  the  trustees  of  the  Infirmary  Department, 
because  they  are  responsible  for  that  payment. 
About  four  years  ago  the  Infirmary  Department 
offered  to  pay  him  this  amount  for  messenger 
work  to  be  done  by  him,  and  the  time  given  by  him 
to  that  department  for  the  work  is  not  taken  from 
the  time  that  he  is  in  duty  bound  to  give  to  this 
department.  It  would  appear  that  the  Infirmary 
Trustees  consider  it  economical  to  pay  him  $10  a 
month  instead  of  employing  other  messenger  service 
which  probably  would  cost  more.  His  services  in 
the  Institutions  Registration  Department  require  in 
addition  to  his  other  work  that  he  go  to  the  State 
Infirmary  at  Tewksbury  every  day,  and  as  he  does 
not  get  back  to  Boston  until  6.30  p.  m.,  the  extra 
one  and  a  half  hours  more  than  makes  up  for  the 
time  given  the  Infirmary  Department. 

Group  A,  Item  3. — Personal  Service  (Unassigned). 

Expended,  1915-16,  $243;  estimate  of  department, 

S245.56;   allowed  by  Mayor,  $245.56. 

The  Finance  Commission  investigators  recom- 
mend no  allowance  and  say: 

"In  past  years  this  money  has  been  paid  as 
fees  to  attendants  when  the  officials  of  the  depart- 
ment were  unable  to  remove  patients  from  their 
homes  without  assistance.  It  seems  by  a  proper 
arrangement  of  duty  of  the  driver  of  the  ambu- 
lance and  of  the  carriage  that  such  an  amount 
would  be  unnecessary." 

I  would  be  glad  to  have  the  investigators  specify 
what  arrangement  could  be  made  that  would  do 
away  with  this  expense.  At  times  it  is  necessary 
to  pay  small  gratuities  for  assistance  in  removing 
the  sick,  the  cripple,  the  infirm  or  a  feeble  person. 
If  this  were  not  done,  the  department  would 
require  the  services  of  an  additional  employee 
and  a  fair  salary  for  such  employee  would  be  $800 
a  year.  By  paying  small  gratuities  for  assistance 
when  required,  approximately  $5TiO  per  year  is 
saved. 

Group  B,  Item  1. — Printing  and  Binding. 
Expended,  1915-16,  $70;    estimate  of  department, 
$25;   allowed  by  Mayor,  $25. 
The  Finance  Commission  investigators  say: 
"  If  the  cost  of  the  printing  of  annual  reports, 
$21.96,  is  deducted  from  this  item,  $5  should  suf- 
fice for  the  binding  of  books  of  the  department." 
According  to  the  Budget  Commissioner  the  cost 
of  the  annual  report  must  be  included  in  the  item 
"Binding    and    Printing,"    and    the    report    (150 
copies)   last  year  cost  $21.96.     Every  year  a  few 
record    books    need    binding,    and    if    the    annual 
report  this  year  costs  the  same  as  last  year,  the 
department   would   have   a   surplus   of   $3.04   for 
binding.     We  have  already  spent  more  than  that 
amount  for  binding. 

Group  B,  Item  4. — Transportation  of  Persons. 
Expended,    1915-16,    $1,222;  estimate   of   depart- 
ment, $1,300;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $1,300. 

The  Finance  Commission  investigators  recom- 
mend an  allowance  of  $1,250  and  say: 

"This  money  is  paid  for  railroad  fares  for  con- 
veying dependents  and  their  attendants  to  state 
institutions.  One  thousand  two  hundred  fifty 
dollars  should  be  sufficient  for  the  current  year." 

One  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  was  asked 
for  in  order  to  allow  a  little  leeway  in  case  an  in- 
creased number  would  be  sent  this  year.  We  are 
now  sending  a  few  patients  to  the  State  Farm  at 
Bridgewater  and  the  state  pays  those  railroad  fares. 
We  may  at  any  time  be  asked  to  send  no  more 
patients  to  the  State  Farm,  which  would  mean 
they  would  then  be  sent  to  the  State  Infirmary,  and 
for  that  reason  an  increase  of  $78  over  last  year's 
actual  expense  was  asked  for. 

Group  B,  Item  13. — Communication. 
Expended,  1915-16,  $29;    estimate  of  department, 
$40;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $40. 
The   Finance   Commission  investigators  recom- 
mend no  allowance  and  say: 

"Inasmuch  as  the  Institutions  Registration 
Department   is   allowed   a   part   of   the    $700   for 


telephone  toll  charges  maintained  by  the  Public 
Buildings  Department,  it  seems  unnecessary  to 
grant  any  money  for  the  item  here." 

Toll  charges  are  not  paid  by  the  Public  Buildings 
Department  and  must  be  paid  by  the  department 
incurring  them.  Charges  are  incurred  by  this 
department  because  we  are  obliged  at  times  to 
telephone  to  various  state  hospitals  and  $40 
estimated  and  allowed  does  not  seem  to  be  an 
extravagant  amount  and  the  department  cannot 
anticipate  what  the  exact  cost  for  toll  charges  may 
be.  In  addition  to  toll  charges  this  item  includes 
expense  for  messenger  seiwice  and  telegrams. 

Group  B,  Item  15. — Repairs  to  Vehicles. 

Expended,  1915-16,  $336;  estimate  of  department, 

$350;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $350. 

The  Finance  Commission  investigators  recom- 
mend an  allowance  of  $100  and  say: 

"This  is  a  contingent  item  for  repairs  to  the 
ambulance  and  the  carriage  of  the  department. 
No  repairs  are  contemplated  at  the  present  time. 
If  more  money  than  $100  is  necessary  for  the 
department's  ambulance,  the  department  should 
have  a  general  overhauling  of  the  ambulance  and 
the  carriage  made  in  order  to  stop  constant  bills 
for  repairs  which  have  come  in  during  the  past 
three  years.  Neither  the  ambulance  nor  the 
carriage  is  a  motor-driven  conveyance." 

In  addition  to  the  unforeseen  repairs  that  may  be 
necessary,  the  amount  estimated  and  allowed  in- 
cludes the  necessary  cost  contemplated  each  year 
in  having  the  ambulance  and  carriage  overhauled 
and  the  amount  recommended  by  the  investigators 
is  ridiculously  low.  It  would  be  impossible  to  keep 
the  vehicles  in  condition  and  repair  on  the  amount 
they  have  recommended. 

Group  B,  Item  16. — Board  of  Horses. 
Expended,    1915-16,   $1,095;    estimate  of  depart- 
ment, $1,100;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $1,100. 
The  Finance  Commission  investigators  say: 
"The  Wire  Department  pays  for  the  care  of  its 
horses  $30  a  month,  and  inasmuch  as  the  Institu- 
tions Registration  Department  has  three  horses  to 
care  for  it  should  not  pay  more  than  a  maximum 
of  $30  a  month  for  each,  or  $1,080  a  year." 

This  department  pays  at  the  rate  of  $1  a  day  for 
the  care  of  each  horse.  At  this  rate  it  will  actually 
cost  $1,098  this  year  for  the  care  of  the  three  horses. 
Admit  an  estimate  of  $1,098  could  have  been  made. 
The  criticism  the  investigators  make  is  that  this 
department  should  not  pay  more  than  $1,080  be- 
cause the  Wire  Department's  horse  is  cared  for  at 
the  rate  of  $30  a  month  and  the  care  of  three  horses 
at  that  rate  would  amount  to  $1,080,  a  total  saving 
of  $15  a  year  in  the  care  of  three  horses.  The  stable 
where  the  horses  of  this  department  are  cared  for 
is  centrally  located,  easy  of  access,  and  I  think  the 
rate  of  $1  a  day  for  board  for  each  horse  is  a  fair 
and  reasonable  charge. 

Group  B,  Item  40. — Repairs  to  Harness. 

Expended,  1915-16,  $16;  estimate  of  department, 

$25;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $25. 

The  Finance  Commission  investigators  recom- 
mend an  allowance  of  $15  and  say: 

"A  contingent  item  for  the  repair  of  the  harness 
of  the  department." 

No  comment  necessary.  The  estimate  of  $25 
seems  a  fair  one.  It  is  possible  that  the  repairs 
may  be  kept  at  $15. 

Group  B,  Item  41. — Horseshoeing  and  Clipping. 

Expended,  1915-16,  $223;  estimate  of  department, 

$225;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $225. 

The  Finance  Commission  investigators  recom- 
mend an  allowance  of  $150  and  say: 

"In  1914-15  the  Weights  and  Measures  Depart- 
ment paid  $179  for  horseshoeing  and  clipping  of 
six  horses.  Not  more  than  $150  should  be  paid 
by  the  Institutions  Registration  Department  for 
horseshoeing  and  clipping  of  three  horses  and  such 
an  amount  is  allowed." 

If  the  comparison  were  a  fair  one  and  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Department  pay  only  $179  for  six 
horses,  then  on  that  basis  this  department 
should  only  pay  $89.50  for  three  horses,  yet  the 
investigators  recommend  that  $150  be  allowed. 

The  Weights  and  Measures  Department's  horses 
haul  only  buggies  and  light  wagons,  and  the 
horses  are  probably  only  shod  in  iron  and  our 
horses  need  to  be  well  shod  because  they  are 
attached  to  heavy  vehicles  used  in  conveying  sick 
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and  infirm  people.  For  a  pad  and  a  shoe  this 
department  pays  $1.50  and  the  shoeing  is  approxi- 
mately $6  a  month  for  each  horse.  The  City 
Hospital  and  the  Relief  Hospital  pay  at  the  rate 
of  $1.50  per  shoe,  the  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment pays  $1.25  and  the  Fire  Department  at  least 
$1.50.  $225  a  year  estimated  and  allowed,  in 
other  words,  $6  a  month,  approximately,  does  not 
seem  to  be  an  extravagant  amount  and  the  work 
could  not  be  done  for  $150. 


Group  C,  Item  6. — Equipment  (Stable) . 
Expended,     191.5-16,    $66;     estimate    of    depart- 
ment, $50;    allowed  by  Mayor,  $50. 

The  Finance  Commission  investigators  recom- 
mend an  allowance  of  $25  and  say: 

"This  item  is  for  purchasing  blankets  for  horses 
and  for  the  ambulance  of  the  department.  It 
may  be  allowed  at  $25." 

This  item  includes  all  lands  of  blankets  used  in 
addition  to  horse  blankets.  Other  blankets  are 
needed  to  cover  sick  patients  when  the  ambulance 
stretcher  is  used,  and  sometimes  because  of  the 
sick  and  filthy  condition  of  the  patient  a  blanket 
may  be  destroyed.  In  1914  blankets  cost  $47; 
in  1915,  $66;  so  that  the  estimate  of  $50  seems 
fair  and  reasonable. 

Group  C,  Item  7. — Furniture  and  Fittings. 

Expended,  1915-16,  $11;  estimate  of  department, 

$10;  allowed  by  Mayor,  $10. 

The  Finance  Commission  investigators  recom- 
mend no  allowance  and  say: 

"  The  department  has  at  present  nothing  planned 
to  be  bought  this  year." 

The  amount  is  so  insignificant  that  comment  is 
unnecessary.  This  item  was  asked  for  to  allow 
for  the  purchase  of  any  sheets,  pillow  slips,  etc.,  that 
might  be  needed.  Fourteen  dollars  was  spent  in 
1914  and  $11  in  1915. 

Group  C,  Item  14. — Equipment  (Live  Stock). 

Estimate  of  department,  $350;  allowed  by  Mayor, 

$350. 

The  Finance  Commission  investigators  recom- 
mend an  allowance  of  $325  and  say : 

"The  department  intended  to  purchase  out  of 
the  appropriation  for  this  year  a  horse  at  $350  to 
take  the  place  of  an  old  horse.  This  horse  died 
since  the  submission  of  the  budget  and  a  new  one 
has  been  bought  at  $325.  This  item  can,  there- 
fore, be  fixed  at  $325." 

At  the  time  the  estimate  of  $350  was  made  it 
was  known  that  a  horse  would  have  to  be  pur- 
chased. Since  the  estimate  was  made  the  horse 
has  been  purchased  for  $325.  The  investigators 
were  told  the  price  paid  for  the  horse. 

Group  D,  Item  7. — Medicine  for  Horses. 
Expended,  1915-16,  $3;    estimate  of  department, 
$10;   allowed  by  Mayor,  $10. 
The  Finance  Commission   investigators   recom- 
mend an  allowance  of  $5. 

This  item  is  so  insignificant  that  it  seems  hardly 
necessary  to  waste  time  and  space  commenting  on 
it.  The  $10  expense  estimated  and  allowed  has 
already  been  spent  on  the  horse  that  has  been 
killed  on  account  of  its  sick  condition. 
Yours  very  respectfully, 

Charles  F.  Gaynor, 
Institutions  Registrar. 


Law  Department. 

Boston,  April  12,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  request  for  an  exam- 
ination of  the  report  of  the  Finance  Commission  on 
the  Law  Department  budget,  I  submit  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  estimates  of  the  Law  Department  were 
$55,442.08,  which  was  allowed  in  full  by  (lie  Mayor. 
The  Finance  Commission  recommended  $55,392.08, 
or  a  reduction  of  $50.  This  reduction  was  in  two 
items,  "Group  B,  Item  18,  Cleaning,  $30,"  for 
which  the  Finance  Commission  allowed  nothing; 
"Group  E,  Item  :!'.),  Repairs  to  General  Plant,  $45," 
for  which  the  Finance  Commission  allowed  $25. 

The  $30  item  was  for  vacuum  cleaning,  bhis  being 
the  amount  paid  last  year.  The  landlord  of  the 
Tremont  Building  refused  to  clcun  the  oilices  last 


year  on  the  ground  that  the  lease  had  expired  and 
that  we  had  not  made  a  renewal.  Thereupon  it 
became  necessary  to  have  the  offices  cleaned  by  the 
vacuum  process,  the  offices  then  being  in  a  very 
dirty  condition.  There  are  twelve  offices  in  the 
department  and  there  are  more  than  3,000  books  in 
the  offices,  upon  which  the  dust  accumulates  very 
rapidly.  In  my  opinion  the  cleaning  is  necessary 
from  the  standpoint  of  health,  and  I  should  regard 
it  as  an  unwise  economy  to  cut  this  item  off. 

The  reduction  in  the  general  plant  repair  item 
from  $45  to  $25  is  also  unwise  m  my  judgment. 
The  average  expenditure  for  this  item  in  the  last 
three  years  was  $45.34.  As  the  department  has 
asked  for  no  money  under  "Group  G,  Incidental 
Expenditures,"  it  was  thought  unwise  to  try  to  cut 
too  closely  the  item  for  general  plant  repairs,  and 
that  the  safe  procedure  would  be  to  leave  it  at  the 
average  for  the  past  three  years.  Out  of  this  sum 
there  is  paid  $12  a  year  to  the  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Company  for  maintaining  the  electric  clock, 
an  item  which  is  important  in  view  of  the  necessity 
of  lawyers  appearing  in  court  promptly  on  time. 
Twenty  dollars  a  year  has  been  paid  for  the  repair 
and  inspection  of  two  typewriters  under  a  special 
agreement.  That  leaves  a  margin  of  $13  to  cover 
any  repairs  which  may  become  necessary  on  the 
furniture  and  fittings  other  than  "Equipment." 

I  inclose  copy  of  the  .Finance  Commission's 
report,  together  with  copy  of  my  testimony  given 
before  the  City  Council  on  the  department 
estimates. 

Yours  respectfully, 

John  A.  Sullivan, 
Corporation  Counsel. 


Market  Department. 

Boston,  April  14,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

I  respectfully  submit  herewith  my  report  upon 
the  investigation  of  the  Finance  Commission  in 
the  matter  of  the  budget  estimate  for  the  year 
1916-17. 

Group  A,  Item  1. — Personal  Service. — There 
was  no  criticism  of  the  estimate  for  the  year  under 
this  item. 

Group  B,  Item  1. — The  estimate  of  the  depart- 
ment was  $25.  Evidently  a  mistake  has  been 
made  by  the  investigator  of  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion in  carrying  out  this  charge  as  $2,500.  In  1913 
and  1914  flie  cost  of  printing  for  the  department 
was  $28.  In  1914-15  it  was  $22.  In  1915-16  it 
was  $22.66.  The  estimate  for  1916-17  was  $25 
and  not  $2,500  as  the  investigator  would  have  it 
appear. 

Group  B,  Item  2. — This  item  for  postage  has 
been  allowed  as  requested. 

Group  B,  Item  7. — This  sum  represents  the  cost 
of  heating  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Markets  and  the  ladies'  convenience  station  and 
has  been  allowed. 

Group  B,  Item  8. — This  item  for  lighting  the 
Quincy  Market  has  been  allowed. 

Group  B,  Item  13. — This  item  is  for  telephone 
service  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  and  is 
the  only  telephone  service  rendered  the  Market 
Department.  During  the  year  and  especially 
during  the  summer  months  the  general  public  . 
make  many  inquiries  concerning  goods  purchased  at 
the  market  and  frequently  telephone  the  office  of 
the  superintendent  regarding  the  same.  One  of 
the  duties  of  the  superintendent  is  to  investigate 
such  matters  and  communicate  with  the  purchaser, 
and  this  alone  would  require  a  possible  half  of  the 
calls  which  the  investigator  would  seek  to  limit  us 
to.  Again,  there  are  emergency  calls  of  all  kinds, 
official  communications  of  the  office  concerning 
the  lessees,  the  sale  of  goods,  and  even  the  em- 
ployees who  are  under  the  supervision  of  tin- 
superintendent  according  to  the  lease  of  the 
occupants. 

Group  B,  Item  18. — This  charge  is  for  cleaning 
the  oilices  of  the  superintendent  and  haM  been  done 
for  tile  last  twenty-five  years  just  as  it  is  done  today. 
The  offices  are  cleaned  at  night  after  the  close  of 
official  business,  and  could  not  bo  done  by  tho 
Market  Department  janitor,  whose  duties  at  the 
present  time  keep  him  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the    convenience    station,   caring   for  the    same, 

together  with  the  drains  and  sewers  in  and  about 

the  market.  The  sewers  require  special  attention 
during  heavy  rains  ami  high  tides.  The  gales  must 
lie  closed  and  preparation  made  at  first  warning. 
Au   overflow   from   either    of    these   causes    would 
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doubtless  result  in  considerable  damage  to  the  city 
property,  with  a  possibility  of  contaminating  the 
food-stuffs  which  are  exposed. 

Group  B,  Item  19. — The  work  of  the  watchmen 
includes  the  sweeping  of  the  steps  and  areaways  of 
the  market.  This  work,  of  course,  is  done  by  them 
at  night  and  the  dirt  and  refuse  is  ready  to  be  re- 
moved each  morning,  and  it  would  accordingly 
seem  necessary  for  the  dirt  and  refuse  of  the 
Market  Department  to  be  removed  at  least  as  often 
as  the  lessees  are  required  to  remove  it,  which  is 
every  morning.  It  has  been  suggested  by  the  in- 
vestigator that  the  Public  Works  Department  re- 
move the  same,  but  I  wish  to  point  out  that  the 
teams  of  the  Public  Works  Department  call  at  the 
market  only  twice  every  week,  which  will  necessitate 
an  undue  accumulation  of  dirt  with  no  place  to  keep 
it;  further,  at  least  two  barrels  a  day  are  removed  at 
•an  estimated  cost  of  $15 -per  year.  Paying  at  the 
rate  of  7  cents  per  barrel,  which  is  charged  by  the 
Public  Works  Department,  it  would  cost  over  $40 
per  year  to  remove  these  sweepings.  It  has  seemed 
that  cleanliness  should  be  maintained  especially 
about  the  market  houses,  and  during  the  summer 
it  is  often  necessary  to  dispose  of  decayed  fruits 
and  vegetables  which  may  be  condemned  by  the 
superintendent  or  found  upon  the  market  premises. 

Group  B,  Item  21. — This  sum  has  been  esti- 
mated not  only  because  of  the  Shawmut  avenue 
market  but  because  of  the  necessity  of  cleaning 
the  crosswalks  at  the  approaches  to  the  market. 
This  is  especially  necessary  to  be  done  prior  or 
during  the  Christmas  holiday  season  and  on 
Saturdays  in  heavy  snowstorms,  which  makes  it 
necessary  to  clear  these  walks  before  it  can  be 
attended  to  by  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Group  B,  Item  29. — The  expenditures  of  previous 
years  show  that  no  saving  could  be  made  to  the 
city  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  investigator 
of  the  Finance  Commission.  .  In  1913-14  stenog- 
raphy and  copying  cost  $19.  In  1914-15  it  cost 
$6.  _  In  1915-16  it  cost  $2.  The  work  consists 
of  various  letters  written  in  reply  to  communica- 
tions from  all  over  the  country  concerning  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  the  method  of  disposing  of  goods, 
customs,  etc.,  and  they  necessitate  a  reply  in  the 
interest  of  the  city. 

Group  B,  Item  39. — Every  dollar  of  this  item  is 
necessary.  The  investigator  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission evidently  made  another  error,  for  this 
amount  is  not  for  lighting  the  convenience  stations 
but  is  for  general  emergency.  Under  the  leases 
the  city  must  take  care  of  any  breaking  of  pipes 
and  the  like  in  the  walls  of  the  market.  This  item 
is,  of  course,  only  for  emergency  work.  If  a  pipe 
breaks  in  the  night  it  must  be  taken  care  of  at 
once,  so  that  the  water  will  not  damage  the  goods 
in  the  open  stalls  or  cellars;  also  the  cleaning  of  a 
vault  which  is  in  connection  with  the  sewerage 
system  at  the  end  of  the  large  market;  the  cost  of 
cleaning  by  contract  labor  in  1914  was  $95.  This 
work  must  be  done  again  this  year.  Also  this  is 
necessary  if  public  markets  are  to  be  opened  in  any 
other  section  of  the  city.  The  costs  attached  to 
such  opening  will  be  taken  from  this  item. 

Group  C,  Item  1.3. — Again  the  investigator  of  the 
Finance  Commission  is  mistaken,  because  seven 
employees  use  brooms,  dustpans  or  shovels  in 
cleaning  the  various  parts  of  the  market  building. 

Group  D,  Item  8. — The  amount  estimated  for 
.toilet  paper,  etc.,  for  the  convenience  stations  is 
absolutely  necessary.  Both  convenience  stations 
are  open  to  the  public  and  the  use  especially  of 
the  ladies'  convenience  station  has  largely  grown. 
The  cost  of  paper  has  advanced  and  the  towels 
and  soap  are  paid  for  from  this  item.  The  aver- 
age amount  paid  for  soap  and  towels  alone  each 
year  is  $1(1.80.  The  amount  recommended  by  the 
Finance  Commission  investigator  is  insufficient. 

Group  D,  Item  13. — Again  the  Finance  Com- 
mission investigator  is  in  error,  because  not  only 
is  sulpho-napthol  used  in  the  convenience  stations 
but  it  is  also  used  in  the  sewers  and  drains;  also 
it  is  used  as  a  disinfectant  occasionally  throughout 
the  market.  The  fluid  recommended  by  the  Fi- 
nance Commission  investigator,  known  as  "Sani- 
tary Fluid,"  might  be  sufficient  for  use  in  the  con- 
venience stations,  but  with  food-stuffs  openly 
exposed  for  sale  in  all  parts  of  both  markets  it 
would  seem  that  there  was  need  of  a  strong  and 
effective  disinfectant  in  order  to  safeguard  the 
health  of  the  public. 

Group  D,  Item  16. — This  is  one  of  the  most 
important  items  in  the  "estimate,"  but  the  Finance 
Commission  investigator  evidently  did  not  realize 
the  area  covered  by  the  Market  Department  and 
the  protection  it  has  always  afforded  to  hundreds 


of  thousands  of  people  who  use  the  sidewalks  and 
corridors  of  the  market  houses  during  the  year. 
In  wet  weather  it  is  necessary  not  only  to  sand 
the  sidewalks  but  also  the  corridor  of  the  market, 
and  in  cold  weather  the  steps  must  be  salted, 
because  particles  of  grease  and  fat  which  are 
either  dropped  or  tracked  onto  them  make  a 
slippery  surface  and  very  dangerous  to  those 
passing.  This  sanding  is  done  throughout  the 
year.  The  salt  is  also  used  on  the  gutters  and 
spouts  Of  both  buildings.  The  buildings  are  old 
and  when  the  gutters  and  spouts  freeze  up  the 
water  leaks  down  through  the  building  on  the 
inside  and  has  caused  considerable  trouble  for 
some  years.  During  the  months  of  January,  Feb- 
ruary and  March  of  this  year  the  expenditure  for 
salt  and  sand  amounted  to  $22.  The  investigator 
has  allowed  $5,  but  the  City  Council  has  recom- 
mend ,■<]  s.'.'t  I'm-  i  ] i . ■  entire  year  which  would  leave 
but  S3  to  protect  the  public  from  accidents  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  which  are  almost  bound  to 
occur  without  proper  sanding  of  the  sidewalks  and 
corridors  and  salting  of  the  steps  and  gutters. 

Group  E,  Item  10. — The  condition  of  the  cable 
containing  the  wires  which  operate  the  bells  of 
the  market  is  such  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  it 
to  be  renewed  this  year.  The  wires  are  corroded 
and  snap  easily.  There  has  been  no  money  spent 
on  repair  of  these  bells  since  1914.  The  batteries 
are  new  and  will  doubtless  cause  no  trouble  this 
year,  The  use  of  the  bells  is  most  important. 
They  are  the  signal  for  opening  and  closing  the 
market.  They  are  the  only  means  of  the  super- 
intendent communicating  with  the  officers,  and 
failure  of  the  bell  to  respond  in  case  of  emergency 
might  cause  great  inconvenience  and  damage  to 
lessees  and  public.  Further,  the  market  has  been 
opened  and  closed  regularly  and  upon  signal 
since  it  was  constructed,  and  this  is  necessary 
because  after  the  giving  of  the  signal  to  close  no 
person  is  allowed  to  enter  without  an  order  from 
the  superintendent  or  officer  in  charge.  During 
1912  the  upkeep  of  the  bells  cost  $82.07,  and 
during  1913  the  cost  was  $109.14. 

Group  F,  Item  7. — This  item  is  to  cover  pension 
of  one  who  has  faithfully  served  the  city  for  forty- 
three  years,  and  who  has  said  that  he  would  like 
to  cease  active  work.  I  feel  that  it  should  be 
allowed  so  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  pension 
and  that  the  money  may  be  there  to  meet  it. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 
Patbick  H.  Graham, 
Superintendent  Faneuil  Hall  Market. 


Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department. 
Boston,  April  14,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Responding  to  your  request  to  for- 
ward a  statement  in  regard  to  the  budget  for  the 
Department  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  I  respect- 
fully submit  the  following: 

Group  A. — Item  1. 
Expenditures  for  1915-16,  $50,157.66;  estimate  of 
this   department,  $54,466.28;   allowed  by  the 
Mayor,  $53,070.08;  recommended  by  the  inves- 
tigator of  the  Finance  Commission,  $49,141.15. 

There  are  forty-one  employees  in  this  depart- 
ment and  the  Mayor  is  allowing  an  increase  of 
$492.36,  covering  increased  compensation  of  $100 
to  five  of  the  visitors  now  paid  $1,700  per  year. 
The  investigator  claimed  that  $1,700  per  year 
was  the  maximum  salary  in  this  department. 
This  is  not  so.  On  August  7,  1912,  the  Board 
fixed  the  maximum  salary  at  $1,800  per  year,  to  be 
operative  February  1,  1913.  February  19,  1913, 
the  Board  voted  to  request  the  Mayor's  approval 
of  the  increase'  of  $100  to  visitors  receiving  the 
previously  existing  maximum  of  $1,600.  The 
Mayor  gave  his  approval  to  this  increase  in  October, 
1913.  Thus  far  the  maximum  $1,800  has  not  been 
allowed  by  the  present  Mayor. 

The  investigator  states  that  visitors  employed 
by  the  State  Board  of  Charity  are  paid  a  maximum 
salary  of  $1,500  for  men  doing  similar  work.  This 
is  not  so.  Our  visitors  are  called  into  cases  and 
after  investigation  determine  whether  the  family 
is  in  need  of  aid,  and  if  so,  the  amount  of  aid  that 
should  be  given,  and  then  report  the  same  to  the 
committee  of  the  Board  who  hear  all  the  facts  in 
the  case  and  are  governed  largely  in  their  final  dis- 
position of  the  case  by  the  report  given  by  the 
visitor.     The  visitors  from  the  State  Board  have 
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no  such  responsibility,  their  duties  being  princi- 
pally to  see  that  the  persons  charged  to  the  state 
have  no  legal  settlement  within  the  Common- 
wealth; and,  if  the  state  must  reimbuise,  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  amount  given  to  the  family  is 
pioper.  There  is  a  vast  difference  between  mere 
supervision  ot  the  family  and  having  the  entire 
charge  and  responsibility  of  the  cases.  The  latter 
calls  for  different  qualifications  which  come  from 
long  experience  in  dealing  with  persons  appealing 
for  help.  The  visitors  mentioned  have  been  em- 
ployed by  the  department  for  many  years;  Mr. 
Stoddard,  since  1899;  Mr.  Nelson,  although  ap- 
pointed visitor  in  1908,  had  previously  been  a  clerk 
in  the  department;  Mr.  Twombly,  who  was  ap- 
pointed visitor  in  1901,  was  a  clerk  in  the  Way- 
farers' Lodge  for  a  number  of  years;  also  Mr. 
Kenney,  who  was  appointed  visitor  in  1904,  was 
previously  a  clerk  in  the  department;  Mr.  Butler, 
appointed  visitor  in  1906,  was  formerly  a  clerk  in 
the  Institutions  Registration  Department.  In 
considering  the  increase  from  $1,700  to  .$1,800,  the 
Board  had  in  mind  the  increased  cost  of  living 
today  over  what  it  was  when  the  maximum  salary 
was  fixed  at  $1,600,  which  was  prior  to  1898,  when 
the"  cost  of  living  was  much  lower  than  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  In  regard  to  Visitors  Biesnahan,  Regan 
and  DeMarco,  for  whom  increases  from  $1,500  to 
$1,700  were  allowed  by  the  Mayor,  the  investigator 
objects  because  of  the  fact  that  the  regular  step 
late  increase  of  $100  a  year  was  not  allowed  in 
1915.  The  investigator  claims  that  the  increase, 
if  allowed,  should  not  be  given  until  the  anniversary 
of  their  appointment,  viz.,  Mr.  Bresnahan,  July  1, 
1912;  Mr.  DeMarco,  October  23,  1912,  and  Mr. 
Regan,  January  11,  1912.  These  visitors  have 
looked  forward  with  confidence  to  the  step  rate 
increase  until  the  maximum  was  reached  and  we 
feel  that  the  conclusion  of  the  investigator  that 
they  should  now  receive  the  $100  increase  instead 
of  the  $200  we  have  estimated  would  be  unfair  to 
them  and  contrary  to  an  implied  agreement  with 
our  visitors. 

Of  the  five  visitors  now  paid  $1,200  a  year 
whom  the  Mayor  has  allowed  to  be  increased  to 
$1,400  a  year  and  whom  the  investigator  thinks 
should  not  receive  that  amount,  the  same  argu- 
ment holds  good  that  the  rate  increase  of  $100 
per  year  was  expected  by  them  from  the  depart- 
ment. They  are  Messrs.  Dizel,  McCarthy  and 
Sawyer.  The  investigator  states  that  a  vfsitor 
receiving  $1,200  has  resigned  and  his  place  has 
been  filled  by  Mr.  Osborne,  a  $1,000  clerk  who 
has  been  promoted  to  the  position  of  visitor. 
The  resignation  of  Mr.  Mulcahy  was  not  offered 
until  January,  1916,  and  the  estimate  for  the 
budget  was  made  in  December,  1915,  and  there- 
fore the  amount  of  $1,400  was  included  in  the 
budget  for  that  year.  Mr.  Osborne,  promoted  to 
that  position,  should  receive  the  minimum  sum 
of  $1,200  as  visitor.  His  position  has  been  taken 
.by  Mr.  Bench,  a  clerk  in  the  department  already 
receiving  $936  a  year  as  clerk  in  the  grocery 
store. 

As  to  the  salary  of  the  bookkeeper:  Mr,  Brant 
was  recently  transferred  from  the  Public  Works 
Department,  and  his  salary  is  increased  from 
$1,500  to  $1,700.  The  investigator  states  that  as 
the  former  occupant  of  the  position,  Mrs.  Foster, 
received  only  a  salary  of  $1,200,  the  increase 
should  be  denied  at  the  present  time.  Mrs. 
Foster  held  the  position  of  bookkeeper  for  a  very 
short  period,  having  formerly  been  the  assistant 
bookkeeper,  for  the  department.  Upon  her  resig- 
nation it  was  necessary  to  get  an  experienced 
bookkeeper  which  we  have  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Brant.  The  former  male  bookkeeper  of  this  de- 
partment received  $2,000  as  compensation  for 
his  services  and  the  Board  feels  that  the  present 
bookkeeper's  salary  should  be  brought  nearer  to 
the  maximum  formerly  fixed  by  this  department. 

The  investigator  objects  to  an  increase  in  the 
salary  of  tin-  paymaster,  Joseph  A.  B.  Collins, 
from  $000  to  $900  a  year.  Mr.  Collins  has  taken 
the  position  of  the  former  paymaster,  Mr.  Firini- 
gan,  who  was  paid  $1,200  for  his  services.  Mr. 
Collins  lias  proved  himself  an  efficiont  clerk,  is 
giving  satisfactory  service  in  the  position  of  pay- 
master,   .i.imI    we    feel    that     l  lie    salai'J     of    $('.()()    is 

entirely  inadequate  for  the  services  rendered.  If 
full  just  ice  were  done  Mr.  ( lollins  should  be  receiv 

ing   the   $1,200   received   by    his    predecessor.      We 

have  asked  for  $900.  His  salary  lias  not  been 
increased  since  lie  came  to  the  department.     We 

trust  thai   the  i I  service  rendered  by  tliis  clerk 

will    be    recognized    by    your    Honor    and    thai     lie 

may  be  allowed  the  amount  requested,     [t  should 


not  be  expected  and  is  not  just  that  an  employee 
filling  faithfully  and  ably  the  position  of  pay- 
master paying  out  annually  over  $450,000  should 
be  asked  to  work  at  a  wage  lower  than  the  mini- 
mum for  clerks. 

The  investigator  opposes  the  increase  of  two 
clerks  and  stenographers,  Miss  O'Leary  and  Miss 
Noonan,  from  $900  to  $1,000  per  year.  They  were 
both  appointed  in  1912  at  $600  and  have  been 
increased  gradually  until  they  have  received  $900. 
Miss  O'Leary  was  formerly  clerk  at  the  Boston 
City  Hospital,  acting  for  this  department,  and  was 
transferred  to  our  settlement  department  because 
of  her  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  settlement.  She  is, 
moreover,  an  efficient  and  faithful  clerk  and 
stenographer  and  is  very  familiar  with  the  settle- 
ment laws  and  particularly  in  regard  to  notices 
to  cities  and  towns,  by  means  of  which  Boston 
receives  reimbursement  for  aid  rendered  to  persons 
having  settlement  in  other  places.  The  Board 
feels  that  the  efficient  services  rendered  by  these 
two  clerks,  together  with  their  special  knowledge 
of  intricate  work,  should  be  considered  and  the 
increases  asked  for  allowed. 

In  regard  to  Miss  Bumstead,  clerk  in  the  settle- 
ment'department,  the  investigator  objects  to  the 
increase  from  $800  to  $1,000  and  thinks  that  no 
more  than  one  hundred  should  be  allowed  at  this 
time.  Miss  Bumstead  was  formerly  a  clerk  in 
the  Park  Department  atra  salary  of  $1,100  a  year 
and  was  transferred  to  the  settlement  department 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  at  a  salary  of  $800  per 
year.  She  was  appointed  in  1914.  Miss  Bum- 
stead has  proved  an  efficient  and  valuable  clerk  in 
the  settlement  department,  having  charge  of  the 
legal  notices  of  the  State  Board  of  Charity  and 
state  minor  wards,  and  should  receive  the  full 
compensation  asked  for  her. 

In  regard  to  W.  G.  Doyle:  He  was  appointed 
June,  1909,  served  through  the  various  grades  of 
clerical  service,  and  was  assigned  to  City  Hospital 
office  service  where  he  acts  as  assistant  to  the 
settlement  visitor,  performing  in  addition  to  his 
clerical  duties  many  of  the  duties  of  visitor.  Most 
of  his  time  is  spent  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick  poor, 
ascertaining  facts  to  be  used  in  determining  settle- 
ments.    The  raise  should  stand. 

Thomas  J.  Friary,  Charles  H.  Mackey,  Julia  M. 
Falvey  and  Marv  C.  Kellaher  were  increased  by 
the  Board  from  $800  to  $900  per  year  and  Esther 
P.  Dutton  from  $800  to  $1,000  per  year,  and 
allowed  by  the  Mayor.  This  department  for 
many  years  has  paid  an  ass  is  tan  t  bookkeeper  $1,000 
and  even  as  high  as  $1,200. 

The  investigator  objects  to  allowing  Mary  T. 
Coleman,  clerk,  the  $800  voted  by  the  Board  and 
allowed  by  the  Mayor,  and  says  that  she  should 
receive  but  $100  at  this  time  which  would  make  her 
salary  $700.  Miss  Coleman  has  been  in  the  de- 
partment for  more  than  two  years  without  any 
increase  in  compensation,  and  should  be  allowed 
the  $200  increase  at  this  time,  making  her  salary 
$800,  the  present  minimum  salary. 

In  regard  to  Patrick  W.  A.  Maxwell,  whose  salary 
has  been  increased  from  $500  to  $900,  the  inves- 
tigator states  that  on  January  25,  1914,  he  was 
employed  by  this  department  at  $800  a  year,  but 
on  January  7, 1915,  took  leave  of  absence,  returning 
to  the  department  March  1,  1915,  at  $500  a  year. 
Mr.  Maxwell  has  proved  to  be  a  most  valuable 
man  for  this  department,  his  duties  consisting  of 
examining  the  assessors'  and  collector's  books  for 
taxes;  also  the  archives  of  the  registry  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths.  His  long  service  with  the 
Assessors  and  the  Poor  Departments  have  made 
him  expert  in  this  particular  line  of  work  and 
valuable  in  our  settlement  department.  We  feel 
that  the  allowance,  $900,  sliould  stand. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Hinckley,  objection  was  made 
to  the  increase  from  $936  to  $1,000  a  year.  Mr. 
Hinckley  lias  been  iii  the  department  since  May, 
1899.  July,  1907,  he  was  increased  to  SIS  a, 
week  from  $15  a  week,  before  he  was  appointed 
clerk  in  January,  19  15,  ami  has  received  during 
the  past  year  $3  per  day  for  services.     The  increa 

should  be  granted. 

,  Mr.  Bench,  having  been  promoted  to  the  place 
vacated  by  Mr.  Osborne's  promotion,  Mr.  Murphy 
lias  been  advanced  to  till  Mr.  Bench's  place  at, 
no    increase    of    salary,   and    Mr.    Gilson,    formerly 

temporary  employee,  has  been  made  permanent 
and  advanced  to  \i'\  Murphy's  position."  So 
$780  of  i  his  iiiMM  i.-,  needed. 

Tlie   investigator  objects    to   the   increase   in    the 

salary  of  Miss  Sullivan  from  $624  to  $900  per 
year,  statin"  thai  ii  increase  should  lie  allowed 
no  more  than  $700  be  given   at   this  lime.      Miss 
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Sullivan  was  appointed  March  21,  1913    at  $520 
per  year  and  that  same  year  was  raised  to  $624 
November     1913).     Since   that   time   her   salary 
has  not  been  increased,   although  the  Board  has 
requested    increase    for    her    which    would    have 
brought   her   up   to   the   present   salary   of   $900 
which    is   merely   equal   to   the   salaries   of   other 
clerks  doing  practically  the  same  work  and  who 
entered 1th!  service  later   at   a  qhigher .minimum 
wage.     Miss  Sullivan  has  proved  a  most  ableand 
efficient    clerk    and    very   valuable   in   the    boon, 
keeping   department,    and   has   a  very   clear   and 
concise'  knowledge   of  notice   and  denial  require- 
ments     Her  increase  to  $900  should  be  allowed. 
Grade  increases  for  clerks  and  visitors  was  insti- 
tuted in  this  department  about  fifteen  years  ago 
and    employees    understood    that    compensation 
■should    be   increased    each   year,    provided    their 
services  were  acceptable,  at  the  rate  of  $100  per 
year  until  they  reached  the  ™™u"\  J°B"  ™| 
last  two  years  increases  were  voted  by  the  aoarci 
but  no?  approved  by  the  Mayor  because  of   eco- 
nomical reasons.     The  fact  «™-*"m*£ 
the  clerks  and  visitors  were  hired  at  much  lower 
safaries   because    they    expected   the    yearly   step 
rate    increase.     Miss    Sullivan,    clerk and    Mr. 
Collins,  paymaster,  were  started  at  $b00  a  year 
or  less    instead  of  $S00  a  year    as  m  the  case  of 
clerks  not  more  efficient  but  who  were .engaged a 
few  months  later.     Had  they  been  started  at  $800 
thlre    would    be    no    question    of    $™£%™g 
$900  now.     These  salaries  as  established  by  the 
Board  and  allowed  by  the  Mayor  should  stand. 

In  regard  to  the  telephone  operator,  Miss 
Turnbull,  objection  was  made  for  the  increase  from 
$624  to  $780  per  year.  The  investigator  objects 
to  the  increase  for  these  services  as  *e  Law  Depart 
ment  had  established  a  maximum  rate  of  $520 >V* 
year  for  each  telephone  operator.  .^^V^W** 
%1">  a  week  is  as  much  as  would  be  paid  in  an 
ordinal  business  house.  We  beg  to  submit  that 
Miss  Turnbull  not  only  performs  the  duties  of  a 
telephone  operator  but  clerical  work  besides  and 
this  fact  should  be  considered  and  the  sum  approved 
by  the  Mayor  allowed  her. 

We  do  not  contemplate,  notwithstanding  inves- 
tigator, increasing  a  grocery  clerk  from  $2  to  $-.50 
as  an 'examination  of  Sheet  2  will  show.  Our 
irrocerv  clerks  are  now  receiving  $2.50  with  excep 
goTo?  the  temporary  clerk  recent  y  made  per- 
manent and  for  whom  no  increase  is  anticipated. 

Group  B. 

Item  1  —The  investigator  states  this  item  is  used 
for  pacing  cost  of  binding  and  extea  visitors  cards 
and  for  information  cards  sent  to  the  Police  Depart- 
ment Our  estimate,  $135.  Recommended  by  the 
Svestisrator  $100.  Beg  to  state  that  printing  and 
binding  annual  reports "(125  cloth  and  625  paper 
covers)" cost  $90;  300  cards'each  for  twelve  visitors 
Too  centeper  hundred,  and  office  business .cards, 
onn  nt  30  cents  per  hundred,  total  cost,  »^""; 
G™  efaUntormation  cards,  300  at  $1.50 1  per Taundred 
S4  50  Allowing  for  items  of  printing  the  rules 
and  emulations,  etc.,  as  may  be  needed  governing, 
7*63  $1830  total,  $135;  showing  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  investigator  in  this  instance  is 
too  low.    .  ^  , 

Item  4  Money  Used  for  Car  Fares.— Depart- 
men^stimated  J  $550  which  was  allowed  by  the 
Mayor.  The  investigator  recommended  that  it  be 
reduced  to  $450,  because  of  the  fact >  that  $38 ^a 
month  or  $456  per  year  is  spent  Las  t .year ^this 
department  spent  less  than  usual  for  sett  ement 
clerk's  railroad  fares.  This  item  also  includes 
expense  of  delegates  to  the  Massachusette  Con. 
ference  of  Charities  and  Corrections.  The  expense 
of  car  fares  is  so  uncertain  that  it  would  be  in.udi- 
finn=t  to  reduce  the  amount  to  %4o0. 

Item  5 -Tn  relation  to  the  delivery  of  groceries 
in  baskets  to  the  various  recipients  in  the  City  of 
Boston  the  contract  is  given  to  J.  H.  Lombard, 
who  has  been  doing  our  business  f  tisfactonly 
for  many  years.  At  various  times  we  have 
received  bidJfrom  express  ^^^l  ombardabl!  " 
districts,  but  have  always  found  Mr  £°mbaid  aNe 
to  give  us  the  same  price  and  with  his  experience 
we  fee?  that  the  service  would  be  more sat'sfocto^y 
These  goods  have  to  be  delivered  at  different  time s 
in  t lie  week  to  different  sections  of  the  city.  It 
must  be  done  promptly  and  he  understands  about 
H  so  thoroughly  that  we  seldom  have  any  complaint 
on  account  of  the  condition  o  the  goods. j«™« 
or  from  lack  of  courtesy  at  the  hands  of  his  as 
Stents?    If  competition  should  be  forced  as  sug- 


gested by  the  investigator  it  is  almost  certain  that 
fny  economy   affected  would  be  at  the  expense 

0fIgt°em  lO?  Rente  in  Hyde  Park  and  Vault.- 
Hvde  Park  $60  per  year,  Union  block;  KoxDury, 
$75  Per  year!  Roxbury  Charitable;  vault,  $15  per 
year,  Old  Colony  Trust  Company. 

Item  12  —In  regard  to  bonding  of  the  pay 
master",  treasurer  and  others  ^e  investigator 
recommends  that  Mr  Kelley  and  Mr.  Good,  who 
they  sav  do  not  distribute  much  money,  should  not 
be  bonded  Also  that  when  the  business  was 
trans"  from  the  Maryland  Casualty  Company 
toP  J  Fitzgerald  the  cost  of  the  treasurer  s  bond 
wai increased  from  $25  to  $40  for Jfl* .same liability 
We  were  assured  at  that  time  that  the  same  in- 
crease would  have  been  charged  under  the .Mary 
land  Casualty  Company,  because  the  treasurer 
being  the  disbursing  officer  the  annual  rate for 
such  persons  is  $4  per  thousand  instead  of  S2.5U.per 
thousand  as  on  other  bonds.  We  still  believe  it » 
^ood  business  policy  to  continue  Mr.  Kelley  and  Mr. 

°  Item T^  Telephone  Charges.-The  investigator 
here  recommends  the  reduction  from  $650  as  esti- 
mated by  the  department  to  $500  sugges tmg .that 
the  visitors  of  the  department  be  instructed  to 
reveme  their  calls  to  the  office  at  a  saving  as  they 
estimate  of  $130.  This  suggestion  has  been  put m 
force  and  visitors  when  communicating  with  the 
office  now  reverse  their  calls  and  the  charge  is  made 
to  tnis  office  and  the  discount  will  be  co  lected 
What  this  saving  will  be  it  is  ""P""^^?^! 
a  close  estimate  makes  the  probable  saving  about 
$40  As  to  the  telephone  at  the  office  of  one  of  the 
overseers  this  telephone  is  very  P°nve™f J^^r 
visitors  who- use  it  in  that  district.  This  overseer 
I  so  allows  his  office  to  be  used  as  a  waiting  room 
for  applicants  for  relief,  practically  giving  the  people 
in  that  section  an  office  without  expense 

Item  28.— In  regard  to  the  services  for  auditing 
the  books  the  investigator  states  that  Mr.  Mitchell, 
City  Auditor,  has  a  special  fund  for  this  work  and 
that  it  seems  to  be  unnecessary  to  have  the  work 
done  independent  of  the  auditor.  It  has  been  the 
custom  fo?  a  number  of  years  for  this  department 
to  have  its  books  audited  by  expert  accountants  at 
the  expense  of  the  department.  The.  books  Hay 
already  been  audited  this  year.     This  item  should, 

th!tem39b-TmsVrsdtor  emergency  items  for  which 
the  investigator  says .  the  department jjgr  no 
present  need.  Our  estimate  was  $25.  1  his  does 
not  seem I  unreasonable  for  such  emergency  services 
as  may  arise  in  a  building  such  as  ours. 

Group  C. 
Item  7  _ln  relation  to  the  purchase  of  a  filing 
case  and  a  new  desk  for  the  bookkeeper  estimate 
$150  Recommended  by  the  inves ;  igator $100 
The  filing  case  did  actually  cost  $63.93.  I  he  desk . 
now  in  use  by  the  bookkeeper  has  beer i  in >  use  m 
this  office  about  forty  years  and  locks  and  dowers 
are  in  bad  shape  and  a  new  desk  is  pessary  It 
will  cost  about  $30.  We  have  not  a  desk  for  each 
clerk  in  our  office  and  a  new  flat  top  desk  is  needed 
?o  cost  about  $12.     The  balance  will  probably  be 

"l^t^  InTegard To  the  purchase  of  an  adding 
machine  and  a  Remington  typewriter J860  was 
estimated  and  $206  was  re commerced  by  the 
investigator.  The  typewriter  cost  us  with  dis 
count  $81.  The  adding  machine  would _cort  $175 
according  to  the  catalogue  price.  His  estimate  oi 
$206  would  be  insufficient  for  the  purchase  of  these 
two   necessary  ^ticle^..g  ^ 

reduced  to  $100.  Our  estimate  i  *20°.  the 
business  of  the  store  demands  300  baskets  in  con 
tinuous  use,  the  life  of  each  basket  being  about  two 
and  a  half  to  three  years,  which  means  approxi- 
mately 8  dozen  or  96  baskets  per  year,  or  280 
m  tfr, ,-  ,e,rs  There  were  371  baskets  on  hand 
February  1  deluding 48  unfit  for  use.  The  balance 
wis  Intended  or  the  purchase  of  mops,  brooms, 
deters  etc  .for  cleaning  Charity  Bulling:  wheel- 
barrow's, small  scales  keys,  shovels  pokers ,  rtc 
for  grocery  store  and  boder  room.     The  estimate 

ShItemSlT-The  investigator  states  that  the 
estimate,  $50,  is  for  emergencies  for  which  the  de- 
partment has  no  need  at  the  present  time.     They 
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recommend  $25.  The  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment does  not  provide  equipment,  such  as  storm 
windows,  awnings,  settees,  etc.,  replacements  of 
valves  on  boilers,  water  glasses,  radiators,  electrical 
bulbs,  etc.,  which  are  liable  to  be  needed  at  any 
time.  Fifty  dollars  is  a  conservative  estimate  for 
such  needs  in  a  very  old  building. 

Group  D. 

Item  1. — The  investigator  states  that  we  have 
sufficient  supplies  on  hand  at  the  present  time  of 
stationery,  pens,  pencils,  etc.;  $1,000  should  suffice. 
Our  estimate  was  for  $1,375.  .  Our  supply  on 
February  1,  1916,  was  very  limited  as  we  never 
buy  pencils,  pens  or  holders  in  larger  than  one 
dozen  lots  and  our  forms  for  notices,  denials,  bills, 
etc.,  in  500  lots,  very  seldom  1,000  lots.  '  There 
are  more  used  now  than  ever  before  because  of 
increase  in  the  number  of  notices,  denials,  and 
communications  as  shown  by  the  investigator, 
Group  B,  Item  2.  If  postage  increase  is  justified 
every  stamp  means  an  envelope  and  carries  some 
stationery  inside.  More  notices  and  denials  are 
made,  more  bills  rendered,  more  records  kept; 
also  a  duplicate  system  of  bills,  letters,  etc.,  re- 
cently put  into  use  has  increased  the  use  of  sta- 
tionery. 

Item  8. — This  item  is  used  for  purchasing  soap 
and  soap  powder  for  cleaning  the  building.  The 
investigator  recommended  $10;  the  department 
estimated  $12.  In  addition  to  the  soap  and  soap 
powder  for  cleaning  the  building  there  is  also 
toilet  paper  and  soap  for  employees. 

Item  13. — This  item  is  for  purchasing  sulpho- 
napthol  for  the  toilets  of  the  department  and  the 
investigator  says  $2  sufficed  last  year.  Estimate 
this  year,  $5.  This  estimate  covers  purchase  of 
sweeping  preparations  of  disinfectant  nature,  as 
well  as  disinfectants  for  toilet  purposes. 

Item  16. — An  emergency  item  for  the  purchase 
of  bags,  twine  and  paper.  The  investigator  says 
not  more  than  $300  should  be  appropriated  consider- 
ing the  supply  on  hand  at  the  present  time.  Our 
estimate,  $350.  The  advance  in  the  price  of  bags, 
twine,  etc.,  about  33§  per  cent  at  least  and  in 
some  cases  more.  Jute  twine  is  almost  impossible 
to  get.  In  1915  the  amount  actually  paid  out 
was  $769.91.  This  item  also  provides  emergency 
supplies  for  Charity  Building,  boiler  house,  store- 
house and  should  be  allowed  in  full. 

Group  F. 

Item  9. — Refers  to  dependents  of  the  city  as 
distinguished  from  the  Mothers'  Aid.  Total, 
$149,931.79  allowed  by  the  Mayor.  Our  estimate 
was  $229,450  and  may  be  needed.  Only  such 
amounts  will  be  expended  as  are  judged  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  by  the  Board. 

Item  10. — Refers  to  Mothers'  Aid  cases.  Total, 
$300,000  allowed  by  the  Mayor.  Our  estimate 
was  $360,000  and  the  whole  amount  asked  for  will 
be  needed.  The  utmost  care  is  exercised  in  con- 
sideration of  this  class  of  cases  and  the  increase  is 
small,  not  more  than  one  each  week  on  the  aver- 
age. January  1,  1915,  there  were  1,018  cases  and 
there  are  now,  April  15,  1916,  but  1,087,  an  increase 
of  69  cases  in  67  weeks. 

City    Temporary    Home. — Budget    Estimate    for 
Temporary  Home  for  Women  1916-17. 

Group  A. 

Item  1. — Miss  McDowell,  matron's  assistant, 
does  more  than  copying  or  duplication  of  records 
made  by  the  head  matron  as  stated  by  the  investi- 
gator. She  has  entire  charge  of  the  bookkeeping 
system  of  the  home  and  furnishes  monthly  reports 
and  helps  in  preparing  the  annual,  report.  She  also 
visits  the  House  of  Detention  every  morning,  and 
her  services  are  considered  of  much  value  to  the 
department.  The  investigator  says  that  there  is  no 
need  of  two  assistant  matrons  in  the  day  time  and 
one  matron  an  d  one  assistant  could,  with  advantage, 
take  care  of  and  attend  to  the  people  who  came 
to  the  home.  The  only  reason  for  the  appointment 
of  an  extra  matron,  it  is  charged,  is  to  favor  certain 
trustees  in  order  to  make  a  place  for  a  friend.  The 
committee  in  charge  of  the  homo  declare  that  this 
is  not  a  fact  and  flint  no  favoritism  has  ever  been 
used  in  the  appointment  of  any  of  the  matrons. 
The  temporary  home  must  be  kept  in  a  clean  and 
sanil  :u  \   < hi  ion. 

Item  2. — The  investigator  states  the  matron  said 
that  the  home  employs  for  vacation  purposes  sub- 
night  matron  and  sub-cook  and  she  attends  to  the 
duties  of  her  assistants  when  they  are  on  vacation, 


and  also  that  in  the  year  1916-17  she  would  have 
need  for  only  two  temporary  employees  and  con- 
sequently the  amounts  should  be  fixed  at  the  same 
paid  in  1915-16,  $50.33  for  two  of  them.  But  also 
because  of  the  fact  that  Miss  White,  the  matron's 
assistant,  was  for  a  time  in  1914  in  charge  of  the 
East  Brookline  Street  Temporary  Home  it  was 
found  unnecessary  to  add  to  the  employees  of  the 
temporary  home  on  Chardon  street  at  that  time. 
If  present  staff  of  employees  is  not  too  large,  as 
we  contend,  then  vacation  periods  must  be  covered. 
Estimate  was  presented  for  two  weeks'  vacation 
each  for  matron,  night  matron  and  cook,  i.  e., 
$29.33,  $29.33  and  $21  making  a  total  of  $79.66. 
There  is  an  item  of  $21.33  for  services  rendered  by 
substitute  on  vacation  time  carried  over  from  last 
year.  Bill  was  not  presented  in  time  for  payment 
last  year.  This  makes  the  total  as  requested, 
$100.96.    Investigator  recommends  $50.33. 

Item  13. — This  item  is  for  telephone  service; 
the  telephone  for  the  home  is  on  switch  board  of 
central  office,  but  excess  calls  and  calls  outside 
district  made  by  the  home  are  charged  to  home 
even  though  billed  against  switch  board,  and  also 
proportional  expense  of  switch  board  is  charged  to 
the  home.  Twenty  dollars  was  estimated  for  this 
service. 

Item  18. — $25  estimated;  $25  allowed  by  the 
Mayor  and  none  recommended  by  the  investigator. 
This  item  is  paid  for  the  cleaning  of  windows  and 
the  investigator  states  that  if  the  proper  assign- 
ment of  work  was  made  to  the  lodgers  at  the 
Wayfarers'  Lodge  this  item  could  be  eliminated. 
Men  lodgers  at  the  Wayfarers'  Lodge  are  almost 
wholly  unfit  for  such  work  in  a  building  occupied 
by  women,  and  furthermore  we  would  not  con- 
sider for  a  moment  putting  such  men  to  work 
cleaning  buildings  above  the  first  story  because  of 
the  great  danger  of  accident  for  which  we  would 
be  in  some  measure  responsible.  We  think  it  is 
more  economical  to  have  windows  in  the  upper 
.stories  cleaned  by  persons  who  are  familiar  with 
this  kind  of  work. 

Item  22. — Our  estimate,  $650;  allowed  by  Mayor, 
$650;  recommended  by  the  investigator,  $600. 
This  is  for  medical  services  for  sick  women  and  is 
generally  paid  to  the  Lying-in  Hospital  at 
24  McLean  street.  We  have  no  proper  facilities 
for  caring  for  women  during  confinement.  This 
item  is  for  care  of  confinement  cases  at  McLean 
Lying-in  Hospital  and  medical  services  quite  often 
needed  for  inmates,  both  old  and  young,  including 
babies  sometimes  a  few  weeks  old,  staying  tem- 
porarily at  the  home.  It  seems  almost  impossible 
to  make  an  exact  estimate  of  what  would  be  needed 
for.  medical  care  in  such  circumstances,  and  we 
believe  that  our  estimate  of  $650  should  stand. 
In  many  cases  this  amount  is  recovered  either  from 
the  patient  or  the  state. 

Item  27.  Amount  for  Testing  Coal. — The 
Superintendent  of  Supplies  requested  that  we  set 
aside  $12  in  our  budget  for  testing  coal.  Tnis 
amount  has  been  assigned  as  follows:  $7,  central 
office;  $3,  Wayfarers'  Lodge;  $2,  Temporary 
Home.  The  amount  spent  in  1915-16  was  on 
bill  from  Supply  Department,  which  department 
just  started  the  system,  and  was  for  part  of  year. 
It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  our  estimate,  $2, 
and  the  amount  allowed  by  the  Mayor,  $2,  is  the 
exact  amount  to  be  paid  and  yet  the  investigator 
recommended  75  cents. 

Item  39. — As  stated  by  the  investigator  this 
is  an  emergency  item  for  which  the  home  has  no 
present  need.  In  the  year  1913-14  there  was 
spent  under  this  head,  $103.84;  in  1914-15, 
$69.37;  1915-16,  $67.17,  and  we  requested  in 
1916-17,  $70.  The  amount,  $70,  estimated,  was 
allowed  by  the  Mayor.  Amount  recommended 
by  the  investigator,  $25.  This  amount  is  esti- 
mated for  emergency  repair  demands  that  may 
arise  during  the  year  and  which  the  Public  Build- 
ings Department  could  not  be  called  upon  in  do. 
It  is  true  no  present  need  is  known,  but  we  are 
estimating  for  the  year  ending  January  31,  I  ill  7. 
Many  demands  may  ari.se  for  such  expenditure 
during  that  time,  such  as  plumbing,  hot  water 
supply,  cooking  range  and  the  like. 

Group  C. 

Item    7. — This    item    $200;    estimi I,    $200; 

allowed  by  the  M:i.\  or,  si'un  mid  s.",i>  ivi-ninmeiulcd 
by  the  investigator  with  the  statement  that  in  as 
much  as  the  home  is  already  plentifully  suppliod 
with  beds,  blankets,  pillows,  etc.,  and  in  as  much 
as  the  large  expenditure  in  1915  16  was  lor  fur- 
nishing   a    temporary    home    at    East    UrooKlim- 
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street,  the  amount  requested  should  be  reduced  to 
a  minimum.  We  do  not  contemplate  the  purchase 
of  beds  and  bedding  but  these  articles  do  not 
comprise  the  entire  class  of  furniture  and  fittings. 
Kitchen  ware,  table  dishes, ^  diaper  cloth,  nursery 
furnishings,  chairs,  etc.,  which  break  and  become 
useless  at  unexpected  times  must  be  replaced  from 
time  to  time.  The  committee  in  charge  of  the 
home  had  in  view  in  asking  this  amount  possible 
emergencies  that  might  arise  during  the  year  as 
it  is  important  to  have  sufficient  means  to  -draw 
upon  in  the  event  of  a  sudden  disaster.  We  feel 
that  the  amount,  $200,  is  a  proper  allowance  in 
view  of  the  possible  dangers  that  may  arise. 

Item  13. — Investigator  says  supply  of  brooms, 
mops,  etc.,  on. hand  sufficient  for  year,  but  the 
department  anticipates  that  supply  will  of  neces- 
sity be  replenished  before  the  ,  close  of  present 
'year  and  ask  for  $50. 

Group'D. 

Item  2. — This  applies  to  the  food  used  in  the 
temporary  home  and  it  was  stated  that  by  a 
proper  system  of  purchasing  a  saving  may  be 
made.  $2,000  was  estimated  and  allowed  by  the 
Mayor,  and  .$1,500  was  recommended  by  the 
investigator.  The  cost  of  food  has  increased  rather 
than  diminished  and  already  for  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year  our  expenses  have  been  at 
almost  the  rate  of  $2,000  per  year.  The  estimate 
should  stand  as  made;  emergencies  may  possibly 
arise  as  mentioned  in  Group  C,  Item  7- 

Item  3.  Coal  and  Wood.— In  1913-14,  16  tons 
coal  and  3  cords  wood.  In  1914—15,  15  tons  of 
coal  and  3  cords  wood  were  used.  Estimate  for 
12  tons  coal  at  advanced  prices  and  3  cords  wood 
at  $13  cord. 

Item  5.  Medical  Supplies. — $10  estimated; 
$10  allowed  bj'  the  Mayor,  and  $5  recommended 
by  the  investigator.  We  believe  that  $10  is  a  fair 
allowance  for  medicine  as  no  one  can  estimate  the. 
exact  amount  to  be  used  and  prices  are  advancing 
rapidly. 

Item  8.— In  1913-14,  $28.21;  1914-15,  $28.78; 
1915-16,  $29.07.  This  year  we  estimated  .  $25; 
allowed  by  the  Mayor,  $25,  and  recommended  by 
the  investigator,  $15. 

Item  16. — This  is  an  emergency  item  for  general 
plant  supplies.  $12  was  estimated  and  $12 
allowed  by  the  Mayor.  $10  was  recommended  by 
the  investigator.  Would  add  that  in  the  year 
1915-16  we  spent  for  this  purpose  $41.30  and  thus 
far  this  year  we  have  spent  $9.12.  Surely  our 
estimate  was  conservative. 

Wayfarers'  Lodge. 
Group  B. 

Item  1.  Printing  and  Binding. — This  item  is 
for  printing  cards  and  notices.  It  is  impossible 
to  say  now  just  what  may  be  required. 

Item  18.  Cleaning. — This  includes,  besides  the 
pay  of  one  man  at  $6  a  week  for  washing  night 
shirts,  the  cost  of  laundry  work  at  an  outside 
laundry.  This  consists  of  roll  towels,  aprons  and 
anything  else  that  requires  ironing,  as  there  are 
no  facilities  for  doing  the  ironing  at  the  lodge. 
The  cost  averages  something  over  $4  a  month. 
The  amount  asked  for,  $368,  is  not  too  much. 

Item  39.  General  Plant  Repairs. — The  esti- 
mate of  $500  does  not  appear  excessive  when  the 
condition  of  the  building  is  taken  into  considera- 
tion. The  plumbing  is  old  and  repairs  are  con- 
stantly needed.  The  range  and  heaters  require 
frequent  attention  and  there  is  rapid  deteriora- 
tion in  the  fumigating  plant  owing  to  the  heat  and 
the  use  of  sulphur.  These  are  items  in  addition 
to  the  ones  mentioned,  viz.,  new  counter,  dumb 
elevator  and  a  new  gutter. 

Group  C. 

Item  7.  Furniture  and  Fittings. — Included  in 
this  item  are  blankets,  towels,  pillow  slips,  etc., 
which  in  the  report  are  included  in  C-16.  In 
addition,  kitchen  and  dining  room  furnishings  will 
be  needed. 

Item  9.  Office. — A  filing  case  and  possibly 
chairs  may  be  required  this  year  and  $25  does  not 
seem  too  much. 

Item  16.  Wearing  Apparel. — This  item  is  for 
night  shirts  mainly.  It  is  difficult  to  say  just 
what  will  be  needed.  The  shirts  wear  out  very 
quickly  as .  each  garment  is  washed  and  boiled 
in  soda  before  it  is  used  a  second  time.  Aprons 
and  a  few  khaki  suits  are  included  in  this  estimate. 


Item  17.  General  Plant. — This  item  of  $20  is  to 
cover  any  equipment  not  mentioned  in  the  other 
specific  estimates. 

Group  D. 

Item  1.  Office  Supplies. — This  is  principally 
registration  cards.  The  lot  on  hand,  about  6,000, 
were  paid  for  on  April  1  draft,  and  so  should  be 
charged  to  this  year. 

Item  3.  Fuel. — In  estimating  the  cost  of  fuel 
for  the  year,  allowance  was  made  for  what  seemed 
a  probable  increase  in  the  price  of  coal.  The 
amount  allowed  seems  barely  enough. 

Item  5.  Medical.  —This  item  covers  medical 
supplies  and  the  amount  asked  for,  $50,  is  very 
sma  11  w hen  the  increased  cost  of  di  ugs  is  considered. 
About  £12  has  already  been  spent  this  year. 

Item  8.  Laundry  and  Cleaning  Supplies. — ■ 
Mainly  sal  soda  and  soap.  Sal  soda,  while  still  the 
cheapest  thing  for  the  purpose,  has  increased  in 
price  100  per  cent  duiing  the  past  year.  The 
amount  allowed,  $100,  is  very  small.  This  money 
is  not  used  for  the  work  of  washing  aprons,  towels, 
etc.,  as  the  report  states.    That  is  included  in  B-18. 

Item  13.  Chemicals  and  Disinfectants. — This 
covers  sulphur,  formaldehyde,  denatured  alcohol, 
etc.  Prices  on  these  have  increased  since  the  war 
started,  and  the  $125  allowed  is  not  too  much,  if  it 
is  enough. 

Item  16.  General  Plant.^ — This  is  an  emergency 
item  of  $20  to  cover  possible  omissions  in  other 
estimates. 

William  P.  Fowler,  Chairman. 


Soldiers'   Relief  Department. 

Boston,  April  14,   1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my 
reply  to  the  various  criticisms  made  by  the  Finance 
Commission  in  the  matter  of  budget  estimates  for 
the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department: 

Group  A,  Item  1. 

1.  The  following  is  a  quotation  from  the  Finance 
Commission's  report:  "The  pay  roll  of  this 
department  has  increased  from  $14,400  to  $18,- 
686.56,  or  $4,286.56,  in  the  last  five  years,  due  in 
part  to  the  addition  of  two  new  employees,  but 
mostly  to  the  increased  compensation  of  the  force." 

My  answer  to  this  is  that  on  January  31,  1911, 
the  pay  roll  of  this  department  was  $16,344,' and 
on  January  31,  1916,  it  was  $17,860.59,  an  increase 
in  five  years  of  $1,516.59.  These  figures  can  be 
verified  by  the  annual  reports  of  this  department. 

The  number  of  clerks  remain  the  same,  the 
changes  being  among  the  male  clerks,  one  having 
died,  and  two  resigned,  and  their  places  being 
filled  through  the  civil  service. 

The  increase  is  in  consequence  of  well  deserved 
raises  in  salaries. 

2.  My  reasons  for  recommending  increases  in 
the  salaries  of  Mary  E.  Slattery,  Sarah  J.  McBrien 
and  Mary  E.  Crowley  are  given  in  my  letters  to 
Hon.  John  R.  Murphy,  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Commission,  sent  by  request  of  the  agent  of  said 
commission,  and  reported  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Council  Committee,  pages  71,  72,  73  and  74.  To 
these  reasons  I  may  add  that  their  duties  are  not 
similar  to  the  women  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
State  Aid  Commissioner,  who  handle  no  money 
whatever.  In  fact,  their  work  is  much  more  varied 
and  carries  far  more  responsibility  than  the  clerks  to 
whom  they  are  compared  in  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Commission.  I  still  believe  they  are 
entitled  to  and  should  receive  the  increase  I 
recommend. 

Group  B,  Item  1. 
It  has  been  customary  for  many  years  to  send 
the  annual  report  of  this  department  to  different 
officials  in  the  towns  and  cities  and  states,  the 
whole  expense  being  comparatively  small.  I  find 
by  visiting  the  office  of  the  City  Messenger  that 
they  have  three  hundred  copies  of  the  report  in  their 
custody  to  be  given  to  those  who  request  them.  I 
find  further  that  I  could  obtain  a  sufficient  number 
of  these  reports  to  send  out  to  our  annual  mailing 
list,  and  thus  dispense  with  the  reports  especially 
printed  for  this  department.  There  are,  however, 
several  items  which  come  under  the  head  of  printing 
and  binding,  such  as  dates  of  payment,  costing 
last  year  $12.46.  These  are  given  to  the  bene- 
ficiaries at  the  beginning  of  each  year,  and  inform 
them  of  the  days  in  each  month  when  they  should 
call  for  their  aid.  There  are  other  items  also,  such  as 
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printed  addressed  envelopes,  cards,  and  all  printing 
in  connection  with  which  there  is  to  be  no  writing. 
Such  I  am  informed  come  under  the  head  of  printing 
and  binding,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
$30  allowed  by  the  Council  Committee  may  cover 
such  expense.  It  will  leave  a  very  small  margin, 
however,  as  already  $17.56  have. been  expended 
under  that  head. 

Group  B,  Item  12. 
In  this  item  $90  is  asked  for  the  payment  of 
premium  on  bonds,  and  the  Finance  Commission 
recommend  $57.50,  basing  their  recommendation 
on  the  ground  that  one  paymaster  could  do  the 
whole  work  of  paying  the  beneficiaries  by  devoting 
his  whole  time  to  that  particular  duty  as  is  done 
in  the  Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department. 

The  direct  answer  to  that  would  be  that  my 
five  assistant  paymasters  giving  two  days  each  a 
month  at  the  pay  desks  would  equal  ten  days  for 
one  paymaster.  The  two  stenographers  who 
relieve  "them  at  lunch  may  represent  another  day, 
making  eleven  days  for  one  clerk  in  paying  the 
beneficiaries  of  this  department  each  month.  In 
the  Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department  the  one 
paymaster  occupies  the  whole  month  in  performing 
the  same  service.  Which  is  the  cheaper,  eleven 
days  or  one  whole  month?  The  difference  in  time 
would  seem  to  over-balance  the  $30  which  the 
Finance  Commission  say  could  be  saved  by  their 
proposition,  but  they  fail  in  their  report  to  the 
Council  to  state  that  in  the  Overseeing  of  the  Poor 
Department  sixteen  officials  connected  with  the. 
distribution  of  aid  are  bonded  in  the  sum  of  $42,000, 
while  in  this  department  only  nine  officials  are 
bonded  in  the  sum  of  $29,000.  Furthermore,  I,  in 
addition  to  my  position  as  Soldiers'  Relief  Com- 
missioner, am  a  regularly  appointed  paymaster  by 
the  City  Treasurer  in  order  that  I  may  draw  from 
the  treasury  the  money  necessary  to  pay  our  benef 
ficiaries,  I  being  under  $10,000  bonds  to  the  City 
Treasurer.  I  appoint  my  clerks  assistant  pay- 
masters, and  they  are  under  $2,000  bonds  each  to 
me.  My  chief  assistant,  Dr.  Frederick  W.  Watkeys, 
has  been  appointed  paymaster  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer under  bonds  of  $5,000  in  order  that  the 
business  of  the  department  may  continue  in  case  of 
sickness  or  accident  to  myself. 

I  would  further  state  that  the  whole  number 
aided  by  this  department  during  the  past  year  was 
2,292,  of  whom  1,914  remained  on  the  pay  roll 
January  31,  1916,  and  all  the  work  was  done  by 
twelve  officials.  The  whole  number  aided  by  the 
Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department  during  the 
past  year  was  2,231,  and  the  work  was  done  by 
thirty-nine  officials. 

Ever  since  the  foundation  of  this  department  its 
beneficiaries  have  been  paid  on  a  regular  monthly 
pay  roll  similar,  to  the  pay  rolls  of  all  the  city 
departments.  They  were  not  placed  on  the  pay 
roll  until  after  an  investigation  by  this  department, 
a  careful  consideration  of  each  case  by  the  Council 
Committee  on  this  department,  and  finally  by 
formal  vote  of  the  City  Council  itself  in  iegular 
,  session.     They  seem  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the 


present  plan,  and  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
remonstrance.  The  cases  of  emergency,  which 
are  always  liable  to  arise,  I  advance  part  of  their 
relief  during  the  month,  taking  their  receipt  for 
the  same.  The  monthly  pay  roll  with  all  the 
receipts,  and  the  balance  left  in  cash,  is  turned 
over  to.  the  City  Treasurer  on  the  8th  of  each 
month,  'and  on  the  10th  of  each  month,  a  long 
typewritten  report  of  the  recipients  of  state  and 
military  aid  signed  and  sworn  to  by  your  Honor, 
the  City  Clerk,  the  City  Treasurer,  and  myself, 
is  made  to  the  State  Aid  Commissioner  at  the 
State  House,  and  for  which  reimbursement  is 
made  by  the  state  to  the  City  Treasurer  on  the 
first  day  of  December  of  each  year. 

In  concluding  this  paragraph  permit  me  to  say 
that  from  the  very  beginning  the  beneficiaries  of 
this  department  have  been  treated  as  pensioners 
and  may  be  placed  in  the  same  category  as  the 
retired  officials  and  laborers  of  the  city  depart- 
ments. The  law  expressly  states  that  they  shall 
not  be  pauperized  by  the  receipt  of  aid  from  this 
department.  As  retired  officials  from  the  several 
departments  receive  half  pay  for  services  per- 
formed for  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  past,  so  the 
beneficiaries  of  this  department  are  paid  for  serv- 
ices performed  by  them  in  the  past — the  long 
past — when  they  strove  manfully,  at  the  risk  of 
their  lives,  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  Republic 
and  to  make  the  nation,  state  and  city  what  they 
are  today.  I  deplore  any  comparison  between 
the  city's  soldiers  and  the  city's  paupers. 

Group  D,  Item  1. 
The  original  estimate  of  $600  for  this  group  was 
made  through  a  nusunderstanding  of  what  be- 
longed in  the  group,  and  it  was  reduced  to  .$400 
by  your  Honor.  Already  $249.42  have  been  paid, 
and  bills  for  $21.75  are  on  hand,  making  $271.17 
to  date.  As  the  expenses  for  last  year  amounted 
to  $384.60,  and  theie  are  sixteen  different  supplies 
that  come  under  this  item,  I  feel  that  at  least 
$400  may  be  necessaiy  befoie  the  year  has 
expired. 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  E.   Oilman, 
Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner. 


Statistics  Department. 

Boston,  Apiil  14,   1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, — In  accordance  with  your  instructions  of 
Tuesday  the  11th  instant,  I  beg  to  submit  the 
following  statements  regarding  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  F'inance  Commission  in  respect  to  the 
estimates  of  this  department. 

For  convenience  of  reference  I  have  compiled 
the  following  table,  showing  for  the  several  items: 
(1)  the  amount  expended  1915-16;  (2)  the  esti- 
mate 1910-17;  (3)  the  amount  allowed  by  the 
Mayor,  and  (4)  the  amount  recommended  by  the 
Finance  Commission: 


Group  Number. 

Expended 
1915-10. 

Estimate 
1916-17. 

Allowed  by 
the  Mayor. 

Recommended 

by  the 

Finance 

Commission. 

Reductions 
Recommended. 

A-l 

B-l 

$6,629  60 

193   17 

62  50 

27  18 

7  50 

9  85 

18  00 

$6,928  60 

3,250  00 

70  00 

25  00 

15  00 

10  00 

10  00 

250  00 

230  00 

100  00 

$6,928  60 

3,250  00 

70  00 

25  00 

15  00 

•     10  00 

10  00 

100  00 

30  00 

I ' 

$6,62S  60 

2,750  00 

70  00 

$300  00 
500  00 

B-2. 

B-4 

25  00 

B-5 

B-29 

5  00 

10  00 
10  00 

B-35 

B-39... 

10  00 

/               100  00 

C-10 

19  00 
101   27 

30  00 

D-l 

50  00 

50  00 

Totals 

$7,128  07 

SIO.SS8  60 

$10,538  60 

$9,513  60 

$1,025' 00 
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The  following  remarks  concerning  the  items  of 
the  foregoing  table  are,  for  convenience,  presented 
seriatim,  to  correspond  with  the  group  numbers  in 
the  table. 

Group  A,  Item  1. 

The  Finance  Commission  declines  to  recommend 
the  increase  of  salaries  amounting  to  $300  allowed 
by  the  Mayor,  viz.,  (1)  $200  to  Mr.  Keay,  statistical 
clerk,  and  (2)  $100  to  Miss  Merry,  stenographer 
and  clerical  assistant. 

The  Finance  Commission  says,  "It  is  doubtful 
considering  the  nature  of  the  work  of  this  office 
whether  any  increase  should  be  granted. "  I  beg 
to  say  that  the  work  of  this  office  is  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  require  more  than  ordinarily  well- 
trained  clerks,  by  reason  of  its  variety  and  the 
necessity  for  their  being  able  to  compile  and  set 
■  forth  correctly  statistical  and  other  data  from 
many  diverse  sources. 

The  persons  mentioned  entered  the  service  of  the 
city  in  1912,  at  relatively  low  salaries.  They  have 
never  received  an  increase  in  pay.  They  were 
appointed  under  the  civil  service,  as  the  result  of 
competitive  examinations  in  which  they  respec- 
tively had  the  best  mark.  They  have  both  made 
good,  and  are  competent  and  effieientemployees. 
Increase  of  salary  would  not  have  been  asked  if  the 
trustees  of  this  department  had  not  thought  them 
justified. 

Group  B,  Item  1. 

This  item  relates  to  the  cost  of  printing  and 
binding.  The  largest  item  of  proposed  expenditure 
amounts  to  $2,500,  for  a  proposed  statistical  year 
book,  which  your  Honor  and  the  trustees  of  this 
department,  after  careful  consideration,  have 
deemed  desirable.  The  item  would  also  provide 
for  the  publication  of  a  report,  undertaken  at  your 
Honor's  direction,  concerning  standardization  of 
salaries.  A  change  in  the  scope  of  that  report, 
rendered  necessary  by  a  census  of  all  the  employees 
in  the  city,  has  preve'nted  its  presentation  hitherto, 
but  a  considerable  amount  of  material  for  text  and 
tables  is  already  in  hand. 

The  Finance  Commission  recommends  that  work 
on  this  report  be  discontinued.  Such  discontinu- 
ance would  necessitate  throwing  into  the  discard  a 
duplicate  card  catalogue  relating  to  over  15,000 
names. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  publication  of  this 
department  of  "Boston  Statistics,  1916,"  similar 
to  the  reprint  of  last  year,  entitled  "Boston  Statis- 
tics, 1915,"  the  Finance  Commission  states  that 
"The  same  pamphlet  is  published  by  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  in  the  Manual.  It  does  not  seem 
necessary  to  duplicate  the  item  in  a  separate 
publication."  The  edition  of  the  "Organization 
of  the  City  Government  of  Boston,"  published 
annually  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  is  so  small 
that  it  does  not  meet  the  demand  for  the  material 
reprinted  from  it  as/  a"  separate  publication,  viz., 
•  "Boston  Statistics."  The  cost  of  reprinting  5,000 
copies  in  1915  was  $79.60.  It  has  approved 
itself  highly  to  the  public  and  the  teachers  in 
schools.  The  reprint  contains  a  great  deal  of 
information  not  to  be  found  in  convenient  form 
elsewhere,  and  has  frequently  been  used  by  the 
Mayor's  office  in  the  answering  of  questions  pro- 
pounded by  correspondents  in  other  cities  and 
states.  The  commercial  bodies  in  the  city  are 
glad  to  have  it  for  distribution. 

The  item  would  also  provide  for  the  printing  of 
the  annual  report  of  the  Statistics  Trustees. 
The  Finance  Commission  says,  "Inasmuch  as  the 
cost  of  this  is  provided  for  in  the  city  documents 
appropriation,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  the  Munici- 
pal Register,  no  amount  should  be  appropriated 
here  for  it."  It  is  to  be  said  that  the  small  edi- 
tion of  reprints  (latterly  of  about  400  copies) 
has  always  been  paid  for  out  of  the  appropriation 
for  the  department;  thus,  the  bill  for  the  report 
in  191.3  amounted  to  $33,  and  100  copies  were 
bound  in  cloth.  The  recommendation  of  the 
Finance  Commission  is  tantamount  to  allowing 
the  Statistics  Trustees  no  separate  copies  of  their 
annual  report  for  distribution  among  the  libraries 
or  other  exchanges. 

Group  B,  Item  4. 
This  item  relates  to  the  contingent  possibility 
of  traveling  expenses,  which  amounted  in  1915-16 
to  $27.18,  when,  at  the  request  of  the  president  of 
the  American  Statistical  Association,  the  Mayor 
granted  permission  to  the  secretary  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  association  at  Princeton, 
N.  J.,  and  to  present  a  paper.  The  Finance  Com- 
mission is  under  a  misapprehension  when  it  says, 


"The  secretary  is  planning  to  attend  the  Statis- 
tical Convention  in  New  York."  I  distinctly 
stated  at  the  hearing  on  the  budget  that  I  did  not 
contemplate  any  traveling  of  that  sort  for  the 
coming  fiscal  year,  and  that  the  item  related  only 
to  a  possible  contingent  expense. 

Group  B,  Item  5. — Re  Cartage  and  Freight. 
This  item  is  cut  from  $15  asked  for  and  allowed 
by  your  Honor  to  $5.  It  is  to  be  said  that  it  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  Statistics  Department  to 
distribute  executive  documents  among  libraries 
and  the  exchanges  of  the  department.  When  we 
have  to  send  consignments  of  documents  and 
publications  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at 
Washington  for  distribution  at  their  expense, 
cartage  fees  to  the  steamer  and  freight  thereon 
have  to  be  paid  by  us,  and  in  sending  executive 
documents  to  libraries,  etc.,  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  the  express  bill  has  frequently  ex- 
ceeded $25.  If  only  $5  is  allowed  •  for  this  item, 
it  will  greatly  curtail  the  exchanges  of  this  depart- 
ment. 

Group  B,  Item  29. — Stenographic  and  Copying 
Work. 

Ten  dollars  was  asked  for  and  allowed  by  your 
Honor  to  meet  the  cost  of  typewriting  and  ste- 
nography during  the  annual  vacation  of  the  regular 
stenographer  and  typist  in  this  department.  The 
Finance  Commission  recommends  the  disallowance 
of  the  $10  aforesaid.  The  amount  expended  there- 
for in  1915-16  was  $9.85. 

The  emergency  which  at  present  exists,  as  I 
pointed  out  to  the  Budget  Committee  of  the 
Council  at  their  hearing,  could  not  be  foreseen  on 
the  basis  of  any  previous  experience  of  this  de- 
partment. Inasmuch  as  Miss  Merry  was  out  ill 
under  suspicion  of  appendicitis  for  four  weeks, 
and  now,  after  two  weeks'  service,  expects  to  be 
operated  on  next  Monday,  the  17th  inst.,  we  are 
confronted  by  a  very  embarrassing  situation.  We 
found  it  necessary  during  Miss  Merry's  illness,  in 
order  to  do  the  ordinary  work,  of  the  department, 
which  includes  much  typewriting  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  copy  for  "Boston  and  Its  Story,"  under- 
taken by  me  by  direction  of  your  Honor,  to  employ 
outside  help  and  have  incurred  bills  to  the  amount 
of  $27.85,  that  at  the  present  juncture  cannot  be 
paid.  If  no  means  are  provided  to  enable  us  to 
prepare  the  necessary  memoranda  for  the  office  of 
the  Mayor  in  triplicate,  and  we  are  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  doing  all  our  work  in  longhand  during 
Miss  Merry's  absence,  it  seems  to  me  a  very  con- 
siderable waste  of  time  and  effort  will  be  involved. 
The  suggestion  of  the  Finance  Commission  that 
"The  work  should  be  assigned  to  the  statistical 
clerk  without  expense  to  the  city,"  seems  to  be 
impracticable,  inasmuch  as  the  statistical  clerk, 
who  was  certified  in  another  class  by  the  Civil 
Service  Commission,  has  no  knowledge  of  stenogra-  , 
phy.  Even  if  he  had,  and  was  set  to  doing  work 
for  which  he  was  not  certified,  I  fear  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  would  demur.  I  may  add 
that  his  time  is  fully  taken  up  with  his  ordinary 
duties,  which  have  been  considerably  increased 
recently  since  the  conduct  of  the  business  and  the 
keeping  of  the  accounts  of  the  City  Record  have 
been  added  to  the  work  of  this  department  by  your 
Honor. 

Group  B,  Item  35. 

It  has  been  found  desirable  that  an  employee  of 
this  office  should  be  commissioned  as  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  in  order  that  he  may  take  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  chairman  of  the  trustees  of  this 
department  when  the  pay  rolls  and  other  bills  are 
presented  to  him  for  approval  in  his  private  office 
from  time  to  time.  Accordingly  Mr.  Keay  has 
been  commissioned  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid.  To  meet  the  cost  of  out- 
standing justice's  fees,  and  of  procuring  a  commis- 
sion for  Mr.  Keay  and  to  cover  the  fee  exacted  at 
the  State  House  for  qualifying  before  commission- 
ers, $10  was  asked  for  and  allowed  by  your  Honor. 

The  Finance  Commission  says  that  ''The  cost 
of  a  justice  of  the  peace's  commission  is  $5  for 
seven  years,  if  the  applicant  appears  before  the 
Governor's  Council."  Mr.  Keay  followed  im- 
plicitly the  directions  given  him  at  the  State  House 
when  he  made  his  application,  and  was  notified  of 
his  appointment.  _  If  it  should  appear  that  inas- 
much as  the  appointment  was  wholly  for  depart- 
mental purposes  that  the  fee  for  qualifying,  viz., 
$2,  should  have  been  remitted,  we  shall  take  meas- 
ures to  secure  such  remission. 
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Group  B,  Item  39. — General  Plant. 
This  appeared  to  be.  the  proper  rubric  under 
which  to  provide  for  special  assistance  in  tabulating 
the  material  gathered  for  standardizing  salaries. 
The  Finance  Commission  recommends  that  your 
Honor's  allowance  of  $100  for  this  purpose  be  not 
allowed,  and  states,  "Itseems  useless  to  spend  more 
money  on  this  item."  It  would  seem  that  the 
Finance  Commission  and  your  Honor  are  at  total 
variance  on  this  point. 

Group  C,  Item  10. 
Two  hundred  thirty  dollars  asked  for  under  this 
item  for  library  was  largely  contingent,  having 
regard  to  the  possibility  that  this  department  would 
have  occasion  to  fit  up  two  rooms  assigned  to  it 
by  your  Honor  for  the  purpose  of  making  our 
collection  of  books  and  pamphlets  more  serviceable 
to  ourselves  and  the  public,  most  of  them  at 
present,  owing  to  extreme  crowding,  being  deposited 
in  the  basement  of  the  Roxbury  Gourthouse.  The 
Finance  Commission  recommends  that  yourHonor's 
allowance  of  $30  be  reduced  to  nothing,  adding 
that  "The  department  does  not  know  of  any  addi- 
tional furniture  it  needs  for  the  current  year."  If 
the  books  and  pamphlets  referred  to  are  removed 
to  either  the  fifth  or  the  seventh  floor  of  City  Hall, 
there  will  _  be^  necessity  for  paying  the  cost  of 
removal,  binding  and  completing  sets,  and  possibly 
the  providing  of  shelving,  unless  that  can  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Public  Buildings  Department. 

Group  D,  Item  1. 

This  item  relates  to  office  supplies,  for  whieh 
$161.27  was  expended  in  1915-16.  One  hundred 
dollars,  the  amount  asked  for  and  allowed  by 
your  Honor,  has  been  reduced  by  the  Finance 
Commission  to  $50.  The  Finance  Commission  is 
under  a  misapprehension  when  it  states  that  the 
increase  requested  this  year  over  the  expenditures 
of  1913-14  and  1914-15  "is  occasioned  by  the 
study  of  the  standardization  of  salaries."  The 
increase  in  1915-16  was  largely  due  to  the  in- 
creased amount  of  typewriting  supplies  neces- 
sitated by  the  increased  work  of  the  department 
incident  to  preparing  memoranda  for  the  Mayor's 
office  and  in  preparing  copy  for  "Boston  and  Its 
Story,"  undertaken  by  me~by  direction  of  your 
Honor. 

Under  this  head  is  included  small  expenditures 
for  newspapers  and  periodicals,  including  direct- 
ories, and  the  necessary  provision  from  time  to 
time  of  blanks  for.  pay  rolls,  special  inquiries, 
etc.,  so  that  the  allowance  of  but  $50  would 
appear  to  be  scanty.  I  may  add  that  in  1915- 
16  the  requisitions  for  typewriting  paper  were 
for  18  boxes,  and  that  for  1913  and  1914,  respec- 
tively, were  for  13  and  5  boxes.  The  requisitions 
for  carbon  paper  were  for  7  boxes  in  1913,  3  boxes 
in  1914,  and  8  boxes  in  1915.  We  are  not  heavily 
stocked  with  this  class  of  supplies,  and  can  hardly 
foretell  what  we  shall  need  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year. 

Very  respectfully, 
Edward  M.  Habtwell,  Secretary. 


Street  Laying-Out-  Department. 

Boston,  April  13,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission's investigators  on  the  estimates  of  this 
department  for  the  year  1916-17,  submitted  to  the 
City  Council,  there  are  some  misleading  statements 
and  inaccuracies  which  this  Board  desires  to  correct. 

They  object  to  the  increases  in  pay  as  shown  on 
sheet  2  of  the  budget  estimates.  These  increases, 
with  a  few  Tiiinor  exceptions,  are  due  to  promotions. 

The  Massachusetts  Civil  Engineers'  Association 
about  two  years  ago  arranged  a  schedule  of  classi- 
fications for  the  different  branches  of  the  engineer- 
ing service,  which  this  Board  used  in  standardizing 
the  salaries  of  the  engineering  force.  The  three 
men  mentioned  by  the  investigators  of  the  Finance 
Commission,  who  were  promoted  to  transilmen, 
were  given  the  pay  lixed  for  that  classification. 
In  making  these  promotions  it  seemed  to  this  Board 
thai  men  who  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  city 

for  such  a  long  period  of  time  as  these  throe,  re 

than  twenty  years,  were  entitled  to  the  pay  of  the 
service  to  which  they  had  been  promoted. 

The  investigators  say  that  "in  1914,  in  accordance 
with   the   ruling   of  the   Corporation  ..Counsel,   a 


new  policy  was  adopted  whereby  a  certain  amount 
of  money  paid  to  certain  members  of  the  permanent 
staff  of  the  department  was  transferred  to  the  loans 
for  the  making  of  highways." 

This  statement  is  misleading.  No  money  has 
been  transferred  to  the  loan  for  the  making  of 
highways  to  pay  "certain  members  of  the  per- 
manent staff  of  the  department."  What  has  been 
done  is  to  pay  from  the  highway  loan  salaries  of 
men  who  are  employed  in  doing  the  work  necessary 
in  surveys  and  the  making  of  plans  for  the  laying 
out  and  construction  of  highways  under  the  high- 
way loan,  which  the  Board  believes  to  be  a  perfectly 
proper  transaction. 

While  the  investigators  say  a  good  deal  in  their 
report  about  the  increase  in  pay  in  this  department, 
the  simple  fact  is  that  the  total  increases  for  this 
year  are  only  $2,600.36. 

They  refer  to  the  case  of  James  T.  Doherty,  a 
draughtsman  employed  in  the  department,  and 
recommend  that  the  salary  increase  of  $208 
allowed  him  be  denied.  While  it  is  true,  as  the 
investigators  say,  that  Mr.  Doherty  was  appointed 
as  a  provisional  draughtsman,  it  was  done  with  the 
approval  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission.  Mr. 
Doherty  has  since  his  appointment  taken  a  com- 
petitive examination  and  has  met  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  Civil  Service  Board.  Competent 
draughtsmen  are  hard  to  get,  either  from  the  civil 
service  or  outside.  Pay  for  high  class  draughtsmen 
in  the  public  service  is  not  equal  to  that  which  is 
paid  by  private  employers.  The  Board  desires 
to  retain  Mr.  Doherty  in  the  service  because  of  his 
efficiency.  He  will  not  stay  unless  he  is  allowed 
the  increase  which  would  put  him  in  the  same  clas3 
as  other  draughtsmen  in  the  department. 

Theincrease  in  pay  of  John  T.  Keegan,  employed 
as  a  clerk,  is  also  criticised.  It  is  true  that  Mr. 
Keegan  was  formerly  employed  as  a  rodman  at 
$520  a  year,  but  it  isnot  true,  as  the  investigators 
report,  that  he  got  his  position  as  clerk  by  a  non- 
competitive examination.  On  the  contrary,  he  • 
took  the  civil  service  examination  in  the  usual 
competitive  way,  received  a  good  mark,  and  was 
made  a  clerk  with  the  assent  of  the  civil  service 
authorities.  He  is  a  competent  clerk  and  the  salary 
of  $15  a  week  is  by  no  means  excessive. 

The  position  of  rodman  was  also  standardized, 
the  maximum  salary  being  fixed  at  $900.  John  F. 
Hurley  is  performing  the  full  duties  of  a  rodman 
and  the  Board  believes  that  he  should  have  the 
maximum  salary. 

Joseph  H.  Mahoney  and  Charles  A.  Kelley, 
office  boys,  whose  salaries  were  increased  from  $6 
to  $9  a  week,  and  who  are  now  getting  the  in- 
creased pay,  are  recommended  by  the  investigators 
for  a  reduction  from  $9  a  week  to  $7  a  week. 
Both  boys  have  been  in  the  department  for  over 
a  year,  are  efficient  and  attentive  to  their  duties 
and  the  Board  believes  that  they  are  entitled  to 
the  increase  which  has  been  allowed. 

In  their  report  the  investigators  recommend 
that  the  $250  allowed  for  the  services  of  Patrick 
J.  A.  Murphy,  a  clerk  employed  in  the  central 
office  of  the  Public  Works  Department, '  be  dis- 
allowed. The  investigators  say  that  his  salary  in 
the  Public  Works  Department  "is  greatly  in  excess 
of  the  duties  of  the  position."  Of  this  the  Board 
knows  nothing.  The  work  which  he  does  in  con- 
nection with  this  department  this  Board  believes 
is  fully  worth  the  amount  set  forth  in  the  schedule. 

The  printing  and  binding  item  is  fixed  at  $300 
by  the  Finance  Commission  investigators;  this 
amount  is  totally  inadequate.  Besides  the  items 
mentioned  in  the  investigators'  report  there  are 
other  things  with  which  they  do  not  seem  to  be 
familiar.  Besides  the  annual  report,  street  books, 
traffic  regulations  and  ward  and  precinct  maps 
there  is  other  binding  which  is  not  allowed  for. 
For  instance,  the  records  of  the  department  are 
typewritten  and  afterward  bound.  Plan  books 
and  atlases  have  to  be  rebound  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  pamphlets  containing  the  traffic  regula- 
tions arc  in  such  demand,  both  in  this  office  and 
at  the  police  stations,  that  an  edition  of  3,000  will 
not  go  far.  It  is  probable  that  at  least  5,000  more 
of  these:  pamphlets  will  have  to  be  issued  during 
the  year. 

In  the  matter  of  advertising,  the  S500  recom- 
mended by  the  investigators  will-  not  meet  tho 
requirements  of  the  department.  The  actual 
expenditures  last  year  amounted  to  $761,  and  his 
Honor  (In-  Mayor  allowed  $750  for  this  year, 
Tins  Hoard  has  no  option  in  the  matter  of  adver- 
tising as  it  is  regulated  by  statute.  There  might 
be  a  little  saving  in  this  item  by  eliminating  the 
distriot  weekly  newspapers  in  wliioh  tho  Board  is 
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not  legally  obliged  to  advertise,  but  which  are 
used  to  give  ample  notice  and  satisfy  people  in 
the  outlying  districts. 

The  Finance  Commission  investigators  recom- 
mend that  the  item  for  transportation  be  reduced 
from  $3,000,  the  amount  allowed  by  the  Mayor, 
to  $1,200.  This  will  hardly  pay  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  engineering  force,  whose  work  is 
largely  in  the  outlying  districts,  and  who  are  in 
the  fields  on  practically  every  pleasant  day  during 
the  year.  The  expenditures  on  this  account  last 
year  were  $3,255. 

The  statement  in  the  investigators'  report  that 
Mayor  Fitzgerald  offered  the  department  an  auto- 
mobile is  true;  it  was  figured  at  the  time  that  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  automobile  and  the  em- 
ployment of  a  chauffeur  would  greatly  exceed  the 
cost  of  hiring;  furthermore,  it  was  a  second-hand 
machine,  whose  life  would  have  been  very  short. 
The  Board  still  believes  that  it  is  more  economical 
'to  hire  an  automobile  when  it  is  necessary,  and  it 
further  believes  that  the  amount  allowed  for  trans- 
portation by  the  Mayor  is  not  unreasonable.  It 
is  necessary,  also,  for  the  Board  to  travel  outside 
of  Boston  now  and  then.  There  has  already  been 
charged  to  transportation  for  this  year  the  sum  of 
$834.99. 

The  Board  agrees  with  the  investigators  of  the 
Finance  Commission  that  $300  will  be  sufficient 
this  year  for  taxes.  The  Mayor's  allowance  on 
this  item  was  $350.  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
Board  to  ask  that  $50  be  transferred  from  this 
item  to  the  item  of  wearing  apparel.  In  its  esti- 
mate submitted  to  the  Mayor  there  was  an  item 
of  $75  for  wearing  apparel.  It  was  eliminated  by 
the  Mayor  the  Board  believes  under  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  facts.  This  item  was  intended  to 
cover  the  purchase  of  rubber  boots  used  by  em- 
ployees in  the  Engineering  Division  who  are  obliged 
at  times  to  enter  swampy  and  marshy  places 
while  engaged  in  surveying.  The  department  has 
'  always  provided  rubber  boots  for  these  men  which 
are  held  as  the  property  of  the  city,  and  already 
this  year  $19.56  has  been  expended  on  this  account. 
Under  B-13  is  an  item  of  $75  for  communication, 
which  the  investigators  would  eliminate  entirely. 
This  item  not  only  includes  telephone  charges  but 
it  also  includes  district  messenger  service.  Occa- 
sionally there  are  telephone  toll  charges  which  are 
paid  for  out  of  the  department  appropriation.  No 
longer  are  private  telephones  of  employees  paid  for 
from  the  department  appropriation.  Last  year 
$48  was  expended  on  account  of  messenger  service. 
The  Board  thinks  that  $50  ought  to  be  allowed  as  a 
communication  item. 

The  Board  cannot  agree  with  the  Finance  Com- 
mission investigators  that  the  expert  service 
required  when  buildings  are  to  be  demolished  or 
partly  demolished  can  be  rendered  by  either  the 
assessors  or  the  Building  Department.  The  inves- 
tigators are  wrong  in  their  statement  that  Mayor 
Hart  refused  to  permit  such  an  expenditure.  It  is 
true  that  Mayor  Hart  did  refer  and  damage  cases 
to  the  assessors  to  report  to  him  as  to  whether  or 
not  amounts  awarded  for  land  takings  were  proper. 
Experts,  then  as  now,  were  employed  to  pass  upon 
building  damages. 

This  Board  does  not  employ  anyone  to  pass  upon 
either  land  or  grade  damages  as  it  is  competent 
itself,  with  its  own  force,  to  fix  proper  awards  in 
such  cases.  It  does  not  pretend  to  be  able  to  tell 
what  it  would  cost  to  restore  a  building  after  a 
portion  of  it  had  been  destroyed,  and  it  does  not 
believe  that  anyone  in  the  assessors'  office  is  com- 
petent to  determine  what  such  damages  might  be. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  the  welfare  of  the 
city  is  better  served  in  building  damage  cases  by 
the  employment  of  a  competent  person  outside  of 
the  city  departments.  This  expert  may  be  called 
into  court  to  testify  for  the  city  and  surely,  under 
the  circumstances,  he  must  know  his  business. 
This  Board  has  employed  such  a  man  for  many 
years  and  it  can  instance  numerous  cases  where  he 
has  saved  the  city  many  times  the  amount  he  has 
received  in  compensation  for  his  work.  One  case 
in  point,  and  a  recent  one,  is  in  connection  with  the 
improvement  of  Avery  street.  In  making  this 
improvement  it  was  necessary  to  cut  off  the  front 
of  Clark's  hotel.  John  B.  Graham,  the  expert  for 
the  Board,  made  a  report  that  this  work  could  be 
done  and  the  front  restored  for  about  $17,000. 
The  owners  of  the  building  were  demanding  about 
twice  this  amount.  Mr.  Graham,  in  conference 
with  the  Board  and  the  representatives  of  the 
hotel  property,  offered  to  do  the  work  at  the  figure 
which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Board.  The  owners 
subsequently  had  the  work  done  at  substantially 


the  figures  given  by  Mr.  Graham.  In  this  instance 
his  knowledge  and  his  ability  to  make  good  his 
claim  saved  the  city  many  thousands  of  dollars. 

The  Board  does  not  believe  that  anyone  in  the 
assessors'  office  could  have  intelligently  figured 
what  the  damages  to  this  building  would  be.  This 
is  said  without  any  disrespect  to  the  Assessing 
Department.  The  interests  of  this  department 
demand  that  provision  should  be  made  for  such 
expert  service  and  the  Board  believes  that  the 
amount  allowed  by  the  Mayor,  $2,500,  is  not 
unreasonable. 

The  Finance  Commission  investigators  recom- 
mend a  further  cut  of  $500  in  the  item  B-39,  classed 
as  general  plant.  It  would  be  only  by  the  severest 
economy  that  the  department  could  keep  within 
the  $1,500  allowed  by  his  honor  the  Mayor. 
According  to  the  old  classification  there  was 
expended  last  year  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the 
new  classification,  called  general  plant,  $2,954. 
The  Finance  Commission's  investigators  describe 
this  as  a  contingent  item.  This  is  hardly  so. 
Everything  obtained  under  this  item  is  necessary 
for  properly  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment. It  includes  a  great  deal  more  than  is  indi- 
cated in  the  report  of  the  investigators,  such  as  the 
repair  of  tools  and  instruments,  the  purchase  of 
atlases,  stakes  and  spikes,  maps,  blueprinting 
frames,  the  inspection  and  care  of  typewriters  and 
numerous  other  things. 

The  Board  has  under  consideration  at  the 
present  time  the  establishing  of  safety  zones  at 
stopping  places  for  street  cars  in  congested  parts 
of  the  city.  If  such  zones  are  established,  posts 
and  perhaps  chains  will  be  necessary  and  these 
would  be  charged  to  this  item.  Many  things 
would  have  to  be  neglected  if  this  item  was  re- 
duced to  the  figure  fixed  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mission's investigators. 

The  congestion  of  traffic  continues  to  be  a  live 
issue  and  the  Board  is  repeatedly  urged  to  provide 
means  of  relief.  One  of  the  means  suggested  is 
the  use  of  semaphores  at  some  of  the  worst  inter- 
sections of  streets.  If  semaphores  are  to  be  used 
they  cannot  be  purchased  from  the  allowance 
recommended  by  the  Finance  Commission's 
investigators. 

For  office  equipment,  C-9,  the  Finance  Com- 
mission's investigators  recommend  an  appropria- 
tion of  $81.  Already  $115.18  has  been  paid  and 
charged  to  this  item,  for  which  the  Mayor  allowed 
$400.  If  there  is  to  be  an  exchange  of  typewriters 
it  will  be  done  through  the  purchasing  agent  in 
accordance  with  the  Mayor's  recent  circular  letter, 
when  every  advantage  can  be  taken  of  discount. 

For  tools  and  instruments,  C-13,  the  Finance 
Commission's  investigators  recommend  $50  against 
$150  allowed  by  the  Mayor,,  on  the  mere  supposi- 
tion that  the  smaller  amount  will  be  sufficient. 
There  is  always  a  possibility  of  tools  and  instru- 
ments being  broken  and  otherwise  damaged,  which 
being  the  case  $50  would  not  go  far  toward  re- 
placing or  restoring  such  instruments  as  are  used 
in  surveying  work. 

For  office  supplies,  D-l,  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion's investigators  recommend  $1,000  against 
$1,200  allowed  by  the  Mayor.  Last  year 
$2,609  was  expended  on  this  account.  To  this 
item  there  has  been  charged  already  the  sum  of 
$583.67.  If  the  Finance  Commission's  investi- 
gators' recommendation  would  stand  it  would 
leave  a  very  small  balance  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year. 

Those  investigators  apparently  have  not  taken 
into  account  the  fact  that  during  the  present 
administration  a  far  greater  amount  of  street  work 
has  been  done  than  at  any  period  during  the  last 
fifteen  years.  Last  year  and  the  year  before  the 
City  Council,  with  the  Mayor's  approval,  appro- 
priated $800,000  for  each  year  for  the  laying  out 
and  construction  of  highways  against  $250,000 
and  $300,000  for  several  years  preceding.  This 
meant  greatly  increased  work  in  the  department, 
increased  supplies,  and  some  increase  in  labor. 

The  Finance  Commission's  investigators  seem 
not  to  have  known  that  the  cost  of  supplies,  such 
as  tracing  cloth  and  blueprint  paper,  has  increased 
from  20  to  30  per  cent,  due  to  war  conditions. 
The  same  is  true  also  of  paper  and  printer's  ink, 
which  adds  materially  to  the  cost  of  printing  and 
supplies. 

If  the  department  is  to  do  even  a  portion  of  the 
work  suggested  by  the  two  loan  orders  now  pend- 
ing before  the  City  Council  calling  for  $1,000,000 
for  the  laying  out,  construction  and  widening  of 
streets  it  will  not  have  any  money  to  spare  even 
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with  the  amounts  as  allowed  by  the   Mayor  for 
supplies  as  shown  in  the  budget  sheet. 
Yery  truly  yours, 

J.  J.  O'Callaghan, 

Secretary. 


Supply  Department. 

Boston,  April  14,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Pursuant  to  your  request  of  Wednes- 
day, April  12,  1916,  I  herewith  answer  the 
recommendations  of  the  Finance  Commission  to 
the  City  Council  in  reference  to  the  reduction  of 
the  amount  of  money  requested  for  some  of  the 
items  in  the  Supply  Department's  appropriation 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Group  A,  Item  I. 

I  requested  §15,446.60  and  the  Mayor  allowed 
§13,951.08.  The  Finance  Commission  recom- 
mended to  the  City  Council  that  an  increase  of 
not  more  than  $100  should  be  granted  the  em- 
ployees of  this  department  for  the  ensuing  year.  I 
believe  I  made  myself  thoroughly  understood  in 
reference  to  their  increases  in  salary  in  my  letter 
of  January  19,  1916.  which  I  sent  to  your  office 
for  approval,  a  copy  of  which  is  attached. 

Referring  to  the  chief  clerk,  will  say  that  the 
average  salary  paid  to  chief  clerks  in  the  city  serv- 
ice is  82,200  per  year  and  from  that  to  83,200  per 
year.  The  average  salaries  of  clerks  in  city  de- 
partments is  81,500  per  year,  and  the  average 
salaries  of  stenographers  in  city  departments  is 
81,300  per  year.  I  have  always  considered  that 
the  office  force  of  the  Supply  Department  from 
head  down  have  been  underpaid.  While  the 
Finance  Commission  recommends  that  but  8100  in- 
crease be  allowed  the  employees  of  the  Supply 
Department,  it  is  evident  from  the  records  at  the 
City  Auditor's  office  that  it  believes  the  em- 
ployees of  its  own  office  should  receive  substan- 
tial increases  in  salary.  Mr.  Dowling  was  ap- 
pointed June  29,  1910]  at  a  salary  of  82,500  per 
year;  on  February  1,  1914,  he  received  an  increase 
in  salary  of  8200,  and  on  February  1,  1915,  he  re- 
ceived an  increase  in  salary  of  8500.  Mr.  Ball 
was  appointed  on  May  9,  1913,  at  a  salary  of  82,000 
per  year,  and  on  February  1,  1914,  about  nine 
months  later,  received  an  increase  of  8500  per  year. 
Mr.  Cunniff  was  appointed  on  October  13,  1914, 
at  a  salary  of  8900  per  year,  and  on  April  13,  1915, 
six  months  later,  his  salary  was  increased  8600,  and 
the  commission  has  recommended  that  he  be  given 
an  additional  increase  of  8150  per  year. 

Group  B,  Item  1. 
I  requested  $30  to  cover  the  cost  of  printing  the 
annual  report  of  the  Supply  Department  for  the 
year  1915-16,  and  the  Mayor  allowed  same.  The 
Finance  Commission  recommends  that  this  item 
be  stricken  out,  and  the  City  Council  has  allowed 
the  department  810.  The  reports  are  sent  upon 
request  to  different  cities  and  private  business 
interests,  and  I  believe  the  practice  should  be  con- 
tinued. Ten  dollars  is  inadequate  to  cover  the  cost 
of  printing  the  report  of  the  Supply  Department. 

Group  B,  Item  13. 
I  requested  8100  and  the  Mayor  allowed  same, 
$15  for  telegrams,  825  for  long  distance  telephone 
calls  and  $60  for  messenger  service.  The  Finance 
Commission  recommends  that  the  department 
be  allowed  850  under  this  item,  saying  that  it  is 
for  long  distance  telephone  calls,  which  is  an  error. 
1  have  estimated  but  825  for  the  entire  year  for 
toll  calls;  the  balance  is  as  above  stated.  The 
City  Council  has  allowed  $60  for  this  item.  I 
believe  this  amount  is  inadequate. 

Group  B,  Item  28. 
I  requested  81,500  and  the  Mayor  allowed 
same.  This  amount  was  for  the  standardization 
of  supplies  purchased  by  this  department  for  t  In- 
several  city  departments.  The  Finance  Corn- 
mission  reports  that  this  item  is  unnecessary, 
and  lliat  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  is  sup- 
posed to  be  an  expert  in  this  line.  The  function 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  is  the  purchase 
of  m.'i  1 ei  ml ,  am]  no  purchasing  agent  could  pos- 
sibly ho  .-in  expert  in  the  one  hundred  and  forty 
odd  classified  lines  which  the  Supply  Department 
purchases.  To  properly  standardize  many  of  the 
upplics  requires  the  services  of   a  chemist  and  the 


advice  of  experts  who  have  made  a  special  study 
of  the  standardization  of  supplies.  I  believe  the 
City  of  Boston  would  save  many  times  the  amount 
asked  for  under  this  item  if  a  proper  standardi- 
zation of  all  its  supplies  could  be  accomplished. 
In  Volume  10  of  the  1914-15  report  of  the 
Finance  Commission,  on  page  270,  in  a  communi- 
cation addressed  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  on 
January  8,  1915,  the  Finance  Commission  recom- 
mends under  (B)  the  standardization  of  contracts, 
which  means  the  standardization  of  supplies. 
This  work  cannot  be  accomplished  except  by 
retaining  the  service  of  chemists  and  others. 

Group  C,  Item  4. 
I  requested  under  this  item  8400  for  motor 
vehicle  equipment  and  the  Mayor  allowed  same. 
I  estimated  the  department  would  require  eight 
tires  at  a  cost  of  $285.12,  one  self-starter  at  $25, 
and  miscellaneous  permanent  equipment  at  $89.88, 
a  total  of  8400.  The  Finance  Commission  recom- 
mended that  the  department  be  allowed  8200 
under  this  item;  the  City  Council  allowed  8250 
for  same.  The  Finance  Commission  reports  that 
four  tires  and  miscellaneous  automobile  items  will 
cost  $200,  and  is  sufficient.  I  disagree  with  them 
and  estimate  that  the  department  will  require 
eight  tires  and  miscellaneous  permanent  equip- 
ment as  above  stated.  The  Finance  Commission 
reports  that  a  self-starter  is  not  essential  to  the 
running  of  a  car.  I  believe  the  investment  of 
$25  by  the  city  for  a  starter  is  a  cheap  investment 
to  prevent  broken  arms  in  cranking  the  Supply 
Department  automobile. 

Group  D,  Item  1. 
I  requested  82,000  and  the  Mayor  allowed 
same.  The  Finance  Commission  recommended 
$1,500,  which  the  City  Council  approved.  Last 
year  the  Supply  Department  spent  $1,710.61 
under  this  item,  and  I  believe  it  is  impossible  to 
conduct  the  affairs  of  the  department  on  the 
amount  approved  by  the  City  Council.  The 
Finance  Commission  reports  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Supplies  has  provided  in  this  item  for 
50,000  stamped  envelopes.  This  is  an  error;  the 
envelopes  are  provided  for  in  the  item,  but  not 
the  stamps. 

Trusting  I  have  answered  the  criticisms  of  the 
Finance  Commission  in  the  manner  which  you 
desire,  I  am, 

Respectfully  yours, 

D.  Frank  Doherty, 
Superintendent  of  Supplies. 

Boston,  January  19,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  esti- 
mate of  the  amount  of  money  required  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Supply  Department  for  the 
year  1916-17,  with  the  following  recommenda- 
tions for  your  consideration. 

Salary  Increases. 

Francis  P.  Rock,  assistant  purchasing  agent, 
from  81,500  to  $2,000  per  annum. 

William  W.  Kee,  weigher  of  coal,  from  81,400 
to  $1,600  per  annum. 

Patrick  R.  Dunn,  inspector  and  weigher  of  hay 
and  grain,  from  $1,200  to  81,400  per  annum. 

Charles  E.  Thornton,  chief  clerk,  from  SI, 100  to 
81,400  per  annum. 

James  J.  McNamee,  clerk,  from  $1,200  to  81,300 
per  annum. 

Philip  A.  Carroll,  bookkeeper,  from  $1,000  to 
$1,200  per  annum. 

James  F.  Casey,  stenographer  and  clerk,  from 
$600  to  $900  per  annum. 

Mary  T.  Enright,  clerk,  from  8600  to  $800  per 
annum. 

My  reasons  for  recommending  the  above  in- 
creases are  as  follows: 

Mr.  Rock,  assistant  purchasing  agent  of  the 
Supply  Department,  assumes  the  duties  of  the 
superintendent  during  the  superintendent's  absence. 
He  is  well  qualified  to  perform  these  duties. 
There  are  many  clerks  in  the  city  departments 
receiving  more  salary  than  Mr.  Hock  docs  and  I 
believe    his    position    calls    for   the   recommended 

inn  e.'ISC. 

Mr.  Kee,  Weigher  of  Coal  for  the  Supply  Depart- 
ment.— Upon  him  rests  the  responsibility  of  the 
city  receiving  the  correct  weights  for  ooal  it  pur- 
chases, and  I  believe  this  position  calls  for  an 
increase  in  salary. 
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Mr.  Dunn,  Inspector  and  Weigher  of  Hay  and 
Grain. — Mr.  Dunn  inspects  all  the  hay  and  grain 
delivered  to  the  city  stables  and  his  record  for  the 
past  year  is  exceptionally  gratifying.  Credits  and 
removals  of  hay  and  grain  not  up  to  the  specifica- 
tions of  our  contracts  have  resulted  in  the  saving 
of  nearly  $4,000  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Thornton,  Chief  Clerk. — On  this  man  falls 
the  duty  of  making  up  all  city  contracts  in  addition 
to  performing  the  many  duties  of  a  chief  clerk. 
A  comparison  of  the  salaries  of  chief  clerks  in  other 
departments  will  show  that  Mr.  Thornton's  present 
salary  is  inadequate  for  the  special  duties  which  he 
performs. 

Mr.  McNamee,  Order  Clerk  in  the  Supply 
Department. — I  believe  he  is  entitled  to  an  in- 
crease in  salary  for  the  work  he  perforins. 

Mr.  Carroll,  Bookkeeper  in  the  Supply  Depart- 
ment.— Mr.  Carroll  has  done  very  good  work  of  a 
constructive  nature  during  the  past  year  and  I 
believe  he  is  entitled  to  an  increase  in  salary. 

Mr.  Casey,  Clerk  and  Stenographer  and  General 
Man  in  the  Supply  Department. —  Mr.  Casey's 
services  have  been  very  satisfactory  during  the  past 
year  and  the  increase  in  salary  recommended  for 
him  has  been  justly  earned. 

Miss  Enright,  Clerk  in  the  Supply  Department. — 
Miss  Enright  has  worked  for  the  city  for  over  two 
years  and  has  never  received  an  increase  in  salary. 
She  is  an  exceptionally  competent  and  faithful 
employee  and  I  believe  she  is  deserving  of  the 
increase  recommended. 

Respectfully  yours, 

D.  Frank  Dohertt, 
Superintendent  of  Supplies. 


Treasury  Department. 

Boston,  April  14,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir,^In  accordance  with  your  request  I  submit 
herewith  a  report  on  the  recommendations  made 
to  tbe  Appropriation  Committee  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil on  the  estimates  of  this  department. 
Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Slattery, 
City  Treasurer. 

Report  of  the  treasurer  on  recommendations 
made  to  the  Aporopriation  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  estimates  of  Treasury  Department. 

Personal  Service. 

Amount  allowed  by  the  Mayor,  $43,461.48, 
which  includes  increases  of  $100  each  in  the  salaries 
of  five  employees. 

Recommendation. — That  the  increases  be  denied. 

Report.— Of  the  five  increases  of  $100  each 
asked  for  in  the  department  estimates,  three  are 
for  employees  who,  despite  the  increase  in  the 
amount  of  work  performed,  larger  responsibilities 
assumed  and  greater  efficiency  acquired,  are  today 
receiving  the  same  compensation  allowed  them  in 
1906;  two  are  merely  grade  increases  to  young 
men  who,  entering  the  department  at  a  small 
salary,  are  advanced  in  compensation  as  their 
services  warranty  a  practice  supposed  to  be  in 
accord  with  the  views  of  the  Finance  Commission. 

Printing  and  Binding. 

Amount  allowed  by  the  Mayor,  $125. 

Recommendation. — "In  as  much  as  the  annual 
reports  of  the  department  cost  approximately  $70 
for  publication,  and  in  as  much  as  400  copies  are 
also  printed  out  of  the  city  document  appropria- 
tion, it  seems  needless  to  duplicate  the  item." 

Report. — There  is  no  duplication  in  this  item. 
The  $70  expended  was  for  extra  copies  of  the  annual 
report  of  the  department  bound  under  _  a  single 
cover  together  with  the  report  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners  for  distribution  to  the  public. 

Postage. 

Amount  allowed  by  the  Mayor,  $325. 

Recommendation. — That  the  amount  allowed 
be  $300.  No  explanation  of  the  reduction  is 
offered. 

Report. — As  the  department  was  obliged  to  ex- 
pend $319  last  year,  the  recommendation  is  difficult 
of  comprehension  unless  on  the  assumption  that 
the  investigator  has  "inside"  information  of  a 
contemplated  reduction  of  United  States  postage 
rates. 


Transportation. 

Amount  allowed  by  the  Mayor,  $5,600. 

Recommendation. — That  the  amount  allowed 
be  $5,000. 

Report. — As  the  department  expended  $5,597 
last  year  for  transportation,  and  as  the  expenditures 
will  be  greater  this  year  because  of  the  more  ex- 
tended use  of  automobiles  for  paymasters  in  place 
of  horse-drawn  vehicles,  at  an  additional  cost  of 
50  cents  each  per  day,  $5,000  would  be  entirely 
inadequate  to  provide  the  necessary  transportation. 
The  amount  allowed  by  the  Mayor  should  not  be 
reduced. 

Premium  on  Surety  Bonds. 

Amount  allowed  by  the  Mayor,  $1,550. 

Recommendation. — After  stating  that  the  city 
now  pays  a  premium  of  $4  per  thousand  on  bonds 
of  the  treasurer  and  his  employees,  while  the  state 
pays  but  $3  per  thousand  for  the  State  Treasurer's 
bond,  and  that  the  city  pays  $180  for  $20,000 
"hold-up"  insurance,  the  recommendation  con- 
cludes as  follows:  "If  the  City  Treasurer  were 
bonded  at  $100,000  and  his  assistants  for  propor- 
tionally less  than  they  are  at  the  present  time,  so 
that  the  total  bondedness  in  the  department  would 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  $200,000,  excluding  the 
'hold-up'  policy,  and  a  flat  rate  of  $3  a  thousand 
were  paid  for  this  $200,000  liability,  it  would 
amount  to  $600,  which,  together  with  the  $20,000 
'hold-up'  policy  at  $156,  which  would  be  charged 
by  the  Massachusetts  Bonding'  Company  for  the 
present  liability,  would  amount  to  $756.  The 
amount  of  money,  therefore,  for  this  item  should 
not  exceed  $756,  and  the  city  should  take  advantage 
of  the  lower  rate  of  insurance  instead  of  the  highest 
rate." 

•  Report. — -To  begin  with  let  me  say  that  the 
fixed  rate  charged  by  surety  companies  doing  busi- 
ness in  Boston  for  bonds  of  the  class  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  Boston  and  his  employees  is  $4  per  thousand 
and  there  is  no  $3  rate  for  the  same  as  stated  in  the 
recommendation.  I  presume  the  investigators 
themselves  now  realize  their  error;  at  any  rate,  the 
examiner  for  the  Appropriation  Committee  of  the 
Council  agrees  that  a  mistake  was  made. 

Again,  on  the  "hold-up"  insurance,  the  lowest 
price  for  the  $20,000  policy  which  can  be  obtained 
in  Boston  is  $180,  the  present  rate  paid,  and  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  burglary  insurance  depart- 
ment of  the  Massachusetts  Bonding  Company,  who 
says  he  talked  with  the  party  representing  the 
Finance  Commission,  denies  flatly  that  he  ever 
quoted  the  price  of  $156  for  the  policy  in  question, 
and  is  equally  emphatic  in  his  statement  that 
$180 is  the  lowest  price  "which  would  be  charged" 
by  his  company  for  the  present  policy. 

As  to  the  reduction  of  the  amounts  in  'liability 
of  the  bonds  of  the  treasurer  and  his  assistants, 
it  should  be  made  clear  that  the  amount  of  the 
bonds  of  the  treasurer,  cashier,  tellers  and  pay- 
masters in  this  department  is  fixed  by  ordinance, 
and  can  be  changed  only  by  action  of  the  City 
Council.  Furthermore,  as  I  .am,  at  the  present 
time,  the  party  vitally  interested  in  the  protection 
afforded  by  the  bonds  of  the  employees  of  the 
department,  I  most  vigorously  object  to  any 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  such  protection. 

Office  Supplies. 

Amount  allowed  by  the  Mayor,  $2,000. 

Recommendation. — That  not  more  than  $1,000 
be  allowed. 

Report. — Considering  that  the  department  was 
obliged  to  expend  for  this  item  in  1913-14,  $1,282; 
in  1914-15,  $985,  and  in  1915-16,  $1,941,  an 
average  expenditure  for  the  three  years  of  $1,402.66, 
and  in  as  much  as  no  reason  has  been  offered  for  the 
amount  recommended,  viz.,  $1,000,  it  is  apparent 
that  this  figure  is  purely  arbitrary.  Such  an  amount 
would  be  entirely  insufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
department. 


,  Weights  and  Measures  Department. 

Boston,  April  13,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  request  that  I  sub- 
mit to  your  Honor  a  statement  in  reply  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  _  Finance  Commission 
relative  to  the  appropriation  asked  for  by  the 
department  for  the  year  1916-17,  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following.  As  you  will  observe,  the 
reply  to  you  contains  practically  statements  made 
before  the  City  Council  with  the  necessary  addi- 


APRIL    25,    1916. 


96 


tions,  which  only  emphasizes  the  justification  of 
the  demands  which  I  have  made,  as  I  believe,  from 
a  sound  business  standpoint: 

Group  B,  Item  4. 
In  answer  to  this  item  the  amount  expended 
by  this  department  last  year  amounted  to  $35.59, 
which  included  carfares  for  deputies  _  while  on 
inspection  work  and  looking  up  complaints.  The 
establishment  of  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards 
by  the  United  States  Government,  and  their  earnest 
wish  that  sealers  from  all  cities  assemble  yearly  at 
Washington  to  discuss  and  provide  means  for  the 
better  protection  of  the  people  and  to  bring  about 
general  uniformity,  requires,  in  my  estimation, 
that  Boston  should  be  represented,  it  being  the 
largest  city  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  its  Depart- 
ment of  Weights  and  Measures  being  acknowledged 
throughout  the  country  as  one  of  the  most  efficient 
and  up-to-date  departments  in  operation.  As  the 
president  of  the  association  that  represents  353 
cities  and  towns,  many  of  which  send  their  officials 
cheerfully  to  these  conventions,  I  think  the  City  of 
Bostdn  can  ill  afford  to  exercise  a  spirit  of  retrench- 
ment in  a  matter  that  really  concerns  the  general 
welfare  of  the  public. 

Group  B,  Item  1. 
In  answer  to  this  item  would  say  that  we  asked 
for  $25.  This  amount  was  asked  for  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  printing  our  annual  report  and  to 
purchase  cards,  large  and  small,  containing  the 
legal  weights  of  certain  commodities.  True,  the 
expense  of  the  department  was,  as  the  commission 
states,  $12.74  for  the  year  1915-16;  but  as  the 
expense  for  1914-15  was  $31  and  as  the  supply  of 
these  cards  is  now  exhausted  and  as  the  demand 
for  them  is  great  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  to 
have  at  least  the  amount  asked  for,  $25. 

Group  B,  Item  2. 
The  actual  expense  for  the  department  for  post- 
age last  year  amounted  to  $20,  used  in  sending  out 
bills  and  statements.  Approximately  500  bills 
are  sent  out  annually  and  in  many  cases  dupli- 
cations are  necessary  and  this  item  alone,  as  is 
plainly  manifest,  amounts  to  $18.  The  necessary 
number  of  complaints  and  questions  requesting 
information  and  requiring  replies  demands  addi- 
tional use  of  postage. 

Group  B,  Item  3. 
Up  to  the  present  time  our  annual  advertise- 
ment has  amounted  to  $32.20;  this  is  $2.20  in 
excess  of  the  amount  allowed  us  by  the  commission 
and  to  guard  against  anticipated  changes  in  the  law 
relative  to  weights  and  measures  necessitating 
further  advertising  for  the  information  of  the 
general  public,  I  feel  justified  in  my  request  for  the 
amount  originally  asked  for  by  me. 

Group  B,  Item  6. 
In  1913  the  department  spent  $40;  in  1915,  $48. 
In  my  opinion  it  is  good  business  judgment  to 
figure  that  some  emergency  might  arise  during  the 
coming  year.  The  past  history  of  the  department 
proves  the  assertion  and  notwithstanding  to  the 
contrary  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  provision  should 
be  made  to  meet  an  emergency  if  such  should  arise. 

Group  B,  Item  16. 
In  this  item  the  department  asked  for  $.775;  the 
commission  has  approved  $730.  The  actual  cost 
for  boarding  two  horses  during  the  next  year  will 
amount  to  $720.  In  addition  a  bill  of  $35  for 
horse  board  during  January,  1916,  and  a  part  of 
February  will  come  out  of  this  year's  appropriation, 
totaling  $755. 

Group  B,  Item  23. 
In   1913  the  department  spent   $90;    in   1915 
$10.50    was    also    spent    for    veterinary    services. 

The  commission,  in  its  recom ndation,  approves 

the  sum  of  $10.  I  have  asked  for  $25  and  still 
maintain  this  is  a  proper  business  safeguard. 

Group  B,  Item  29. 
In  this  item  the  expenditure  of  $10  on  the  part 
of  the  department  last  year  emphasizes  the  fact 
that  some  provision  should  he  made  for  work  -of 
this  nature  during  tin'  coming  year.  The  liability 
of  a  case  of  extreme  imp oomini  up  requir- 
ing the  services  of  at  expert  stenographer  For  a 
more  continued  length  "I  time  Mould  require  at 
least  $25,  ami  I  therefore  maintain  that  Hi"  e  ti 
mate  of  such  a  sum  is  a  moderate  c 


Group  B,  Item  35. 
Last  year  the  department  spent  $28  for  the 
registration  of  motor  trucks.  Not  knowing  what 
the  fee  would  be  this  year  and  anticipating  that 
there  might  be  an  increase  I  placed  the  sum  re- 
quired at  $40.  As  events  have  proven  this  year 
the  department  has  paid  $33  for  registration. 

Group  B,  Item  41. 
I  based  my  estimate  for  $150  for  two  horses, 
believing  that  $5  per  month  for  each  horse  is  a 
fair  estimate,  and  which  will  total  $120.  The  extra 
$30  asked  was  to  defray  the  additional  expense 
incident    to    weather    conditions    requiring    extra 


Group  C,  Item  4. 
As  regards  this  item  I  am  still  of  the  opinion 
that  $1,800  is  necessary,  $1,500  of  which  to  be 
paid  in  exchange  for  a  new  truck.  I  have  had 
verified  the  statement  which  I  made  to  the  Council 
by  an  inspection  of  the  truck  now  in  use,  that 
$800  would  be  allowed  us  in  the  purchase  of  a  new 
truck  of  the  same  manufacturer,  the  cost  of 
which  would  be  $2,300.  This  would  necessitate 
a  cash  payment  of  $1,500.  I  have  ascertained 
that  the  approximate  cost  of  repairing  the  old 
truck  would  amount  to  about  $400  and  that  the 
allowance  for  the  exchange  of  this  truck  next  year 
would  be  $400  less  than  the  amount  offered  this 
year.  As  a  sound  business  proposition,  realizing 
that  a  new  truck  will  be  imperative  next  year,  it 
is  my  opinion  that  now  is  the  time  to  make  the 
exchange  and  save  the  depreciation  which  would 
necessarily  occur  during  the  year.  Included  in 
the  $1,800  which  I  have  asked  for  (incident  to 
an  error  in  classification)  is  the  sum  of  $300, 
which  I  desire  to  use  for  repairs  and  equipments. 

Group  C,  Item  5. 

In  answer  to  this  item  I  would  state  that  the 
department  desires  this  money  to  recover  the 
vehicles  in  which  are  carried  the  standard  scales, 
weights  and  other  equipments  which  are  neces- 
sary in  the  performance  of  sealing  work.  As 
these  teams  are  subjected  to  all  kinds  of  weather 
and  the  equipments  used  on  them  as  standards 
must  be  absolutely  protected  from  the  elements, 
I  am  firm  in  my  opinion  that  this  item  should  not 
be  criticised. 

Group  C,  Item  6. 

This  item  is  grouped  in  "Stables,"  which  admits 
of  the  purchase  of  horse  blankets,  feed  bags  and 
new  supplies.  It  will  be  necessary  this  year  to 
purchase  at  least  one  new  harness  which  will 
•  approximately  cost  from  $35  to  $40.  Therefore, 
$75  in  my  opinion  is  a  fair  estimate  required  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Group  D,  Item  11. 
This  item  which  calls  for  $650  should  remain 
as  originally  requested.  The  price  of  gasolene, 
oils  and  grease  have  advanced  to  such  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  and  are  still  steadily  increasing  in  price, 
that  I  believe  that  it  would  be  poor  business 
policy  to  cut  this  item. 

Group  D,  Item  16. 

This  item  of  $50  is  for  twine,  paper,  oils,  paints 
and  other  incidentals  that  naturally  come  under 
this  group.  The  reason  for  not  expending  any 
money  on  these  items  last  year  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  went  without  many  of  the  above- 
named  items,  which  were  necessary,  in  order  to 
save  expense.  As  can  be  observed  we  have  asked 
for  no  money  under  the  head  of  "Incidentals," 
and  believe  that  this  amount  should  be  allowed  us 
for  said  purposes. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  state  that  I  have  com- 
piled my  annual  estimate  for  tho  maintenance 
of  the  Department  of  Weights  and  Measures 
"itli  I  he  idea  in  mind  of  furnishing  the  service 
and  protection  to  the  public  of  Boston  with  as 
little  expense  to  the  taxpayers  as  possible. 
Etc    l i  InlK      ul. milled, 

Charles  B.  Woolley,  Sealer. 


Wike  Department. 

Boston,  April  14,  1916. 
lion.  James  M.  Curloy, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — Referring  to  tho  sheets  which  you  received 
from    the    Finance   Commission   relative    to    \\  no 
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Department  budget  estimates  for  191G-17,  and 
which  you  submitted  to  me  to  report  upon,  would 
say: 

Group   A,    Personal    Service   as   per   Schedule   A, 
Items  1  and  2. 

In  connection  with  which  $68,185.92  was  allowed 
by  you,  and  in  connection  with  which  the  Finance 
Commission  recommend  $66,469.92,  showing  a 
reduction  of  $1,716,  that  their  recommendations 
recognize  .the  advisability  of  increases  to  the 
twenty-two  employees  who  are  provided  for  in  the 
estimates  submitted  by  me. 

They,  however,  differ  as  to  the  amount  of  such 
increases.  They  also  make  no  provision  for  the 
appointment  of  a  new  employee  at  $700  per  year, 
whose  services  are  necessary  in  connection  with 
the  fee  system  inaugurated  by  this  department  on 
October  1  last,  under  authorization  of  chapter  262 
,      of  the  Special  Acts  of  1915. 

Of  the  twenty-two  employees  whose  salaries  it  is 
designed  to  increase,  and  which  increases  were 
allowed  by  you,  those  of  thirteen  received  approval 
in  recommendations  of  the  Finance  Commission. 
In  the  case  of  the  other  nine  employees,  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Finance  Commission  provide 
for  an  increase  of  $100  each. 

That  this  matter  may  be  plainly  understood,  it 
seems  necessary  to  treat  each  individual  case 
separately  in  this  communication. 

The  department  estimate  provides  for  the 
increase  of  the  chief  clerk  from  $1,600  to  $1,800  per 
annum.  This  was  his  salary  in  1902,  and  seems 
to  be  not  at  all  unreasonable,  especially  taking  into 
consideration  lus  efficient  services  and  that  he  has 
been  in  the  department's  service  for  over  fifteen 
years.  His  wages  up  to  1902  while  in  this  depart- 
ment were  $1,800,  at  which  time  they  were  reduced 
and  have  never  been  placed  back  to  the  original 
amount. 

The  second  case  is  that  of  assistant  chief  clerk 
and  chief  stenographer  who  entered  the  depart- 
ment in  1905  at  minimum  salary  of  $700,  and  who 
has  been  increased  from  time  to  time  until  he 
reached  a  salary  of  $1,400.  His  duties  are  such  as 
warrant  increase  to  $1,600  as  proposed. 

The  third  case  is  that  of  an  employee  who 
entered  the  department  in  1897  and  who  up  to 
the  time  the  fee  system  went  into  effect  was  rated 
as  inspector  and  clerk  in  the  Interior  Division, 
the  duties  of  tnis  position  being  such  a^  required 
civil  service  qualifications  called  for  by  both 
titles.  At  the  time  the  fee  system  was  about  to 
be  inaugurated  it  was  necessary  to  make  pro- 
vision for  a  permit  clerk,  and  instead  of  appoint- 
ing a  new  employee  I  suggested  to  your  Honor 
that  it  was  practicable  to  take  this  employee  for* 
the  position  required  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
law,  and  that  if  it  met  with-  your  approval  I 
intended  to  do  so,  with  the  understanding  that  as 
permit  clerk  and  inspector  he  should  receive  an 
increase  of  $300  per  annum  in  connection  with  the 
new  duties  assumed,  that  is,  an  increase  from 
$1,500  to  $1,800.  This  met  with  your  approval, 
with  the  proviso,  however,  that  the  increase  should 
not  go  into  effect  on  account  of  lack  of  funds  until 
February  1,  1916. 

As  regards  the  case  of  two  stenographers  con- 
nected with  the  office,  whom  it  is  designed  to  in- 
crease $200  per  annum  each,  would  say  that  they 
should  have  received  an  increase  of  $100  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1915,  and  $100  this  February,  but  owing  to 
financial  conditions  it  was  not  practicable  to  make 
said  increase  last  year.  It  therefore  seems  just 
and  proper  that  they  should  receive  an  increase  of 
$200  each,  bringing  their  salaries  up  to  $900  per 
annum.  One  of  these  employees  entered  the 
department  in  1909  and  the  other  in  1911. 
i  The  sixth  case  is  that  of  a  new  clerk  who  entered 
the  service  of  the  department  October  1,  1915,  in 
connection  with  duties  relative  to  the  fee  system, 
at  a  minimum  salary  of  $540,  that  being  every 
dollar  that  I  felt  could  be  allotted  for  the  position 
on  account  of  the  fee  system  becoming  a  duty  of 
the  department  without  any  provision  having  been 
made  in  the  appropriation  for  the  maintenance  of 
same.  While  the  amount  of  increase  was  not 
definitely  understood,  it  was  understood  when 
employee  entered  the  department  that  it  was  the 
intention  to  increase  his  wages  a  reasonable  amount 
as  soon  as  there  were  sufficient  funds  to  provide - 
for  same,  and  in  the  estimates  a  provision  of  $140 
was  made  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  his  salary 
to  $700  per  annum,  which  appears,  at  least  from 
my  point  of  view,  to  be  not  an  unreasonably  high 
salary  for  the  work  involved. 


The  seventh  case  is  that  of  a  clerk  whom  it  is 
designed  to  increase  $200  per  annum,  his  present 
salary  being  $1,000.  This  employee  entered  the 
department  in  1912  at  a  salary  of  $800  per  year, 
talcing  a  position  for  which  his  predecessor  was 
paid  $1,200  per  year.  It  is  my  intention  in  increas- 
ing him  to  $1,200  simply  to  place  him  on  the  same 
basis,  in  so  far  as  salary  is  concerned,  as  that  of 
his  predecessor.  This  seems  no  more  than  fair, 
as  the  employee  is  doing  the  work  in  a  satisfactory 
and  proper  manner  and  is  worth  the  amount  which 
it  is  designed  to  give  him. 

As  regards  the  other  two  employees  whose 
salaries  it  is  designed  to  increase,  and  who  have 
not  been  previously  referred  to,  would  say  that 
one  entered  the  employ  of  the  city  as  an  electrical 
inspector  in  1891,  and  will  complete  twenty-five 
years  of  service  next  month.  He  is  a  chief  in- 
spector in  the  department,  at  the  present  time 
receiving  a  salary  of  $2,200  per  year.  The  increase, 
taking  into  consideration  the  time  of  service,  the 
duties  of  the  position  and  knowledge  required, 
is  fully  warranted,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  the  salary  of  $2,500  per  annum  should  be 
considered  exorbitant  from  any  point  of  view. 

The  other  and  last  case  to  be  referred  to  is  that 
of  an  employee  who  was  transferred  to  this  depart- 
ment from  another  department  in  1914,  he  having 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  city  since  1907.  His 
work  is  in  connection  with  the  stenciling  of  poles, 
his  present  salary  being  $2.50  a  day,  or  $780  per 
annum.  It  is  proposed  to  raise  his  salary  to  $936, 
an  increase  of  $156  per  annum.  While  $780  was 
a  reasonable  salary  at  the  time  he  was  transferred 
to  this  department,  his  experience  gained  since 
that  time  would  seem  to  warrant  increase  asked 
for,  which,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  but  $56^  per 
annum  more  than  the  Finance  Commission's 
recommendations  agree  to. 

As  regards  the  other  amounts  recommended  by 
the  Finance  Commission  which  do  not  agree  with 
amounts  recommended  by  you,  I  would  report  as 
follows : 

Group  B,  Item  1. — Printing  and  Binding. 
For  this  item  an  allowance  of  $350  was  made  by 
you,  the  sum  recommended  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mission being  $125,  item  cut  out  by  them  being 
the  printing  and  binding  of  the  annual  reports  of 
the  department.  We  find  from  consultation  with 
the  City  Messenger's  department  that  they  cannot 
furnish  this  department  any  quantity  of  the  copies 
to  be  published  as  city  documents,  and  that  it 
will  be  necessary  for  this  department  to  get  such 
copies  as  it  needs  with  its  own  appropriation  funds 
in  order  to  meet  the  demands  which  are  constantly 
made  on  this  department  for  its  reports.  The 
number  of  copies  printed  last  year  for  this  depart- 
ment was  350,  which  number  there  was  no 
intention  of  exceeding  this  year. 

Group  B,  Item  3. — Advertising  and  Posting. 

Your  allowance  of  $115  in  the  recommendation 
of  the  Finance  Commission  was  cut  to  $100.  The 
department,  under  the  law,  is  obliged  to  make  cer- 
tain advertisements  and  the  estimate  for  this  year 
was  based  on  last  year's  expenditure,  which  was 
$114.  As  the  law  has  been  already  complied  with 
for  this  year,  would  say  that  owing  to  an  increased 
price  due  to  increased  size  of  advertisement,  this 
department  has  paid  bills  amounting  to  $111.63 
and  has  just  received  final  bill  for  $9.38,  which 
makes  the  cost  of  advertising  $121.01.  We  are  all 
done  advertising  for  the  current  year  providing  no 
new  law  is  passed  which  necessitates  advertising 
by  this  department.  Expenditures  have  exceeded 
your  allowance  by  $6.01. 

Group  B,  Item  12. — Premium  on  Surety  Bond. 

Amount  allowed  by  you  is  $6.  In  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Finance  Commission  this  has 
been  reduced  to  $5.  We  paid  $6  for  surety  bond  of 
permit  clerk  last  year  and  presume  that  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  pay  the  same  amount  this  year. 

Group  B,  Item  13. — Communication. 

Relative  to  this  item,  would  say  your  allowance 
of  $20  does  not  meet  the  approval  of  the  Finance 
Commission,  who  recommend  that  it  be  disallowed, 
stating : 

"The  Public  Buildings  Department  has  a  special 
appropriation  of  $700  for  toll  charges,  and  $2  a 
month  is  assigned  to  this  department  out  of  this 
fund.  It  seems  unnecessary  to  give  an  additional 
amount  here." 
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Would  say  that  I  have  consulted  with  Electrician 
Swift,  of  the  Public  Buildings  Department,  who 
has  charge  of  the  telephone  service  and  am  in- 
formed that  figure  given  by  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion is  incorrect,  as  there  is  but  $1.16  per  month 
available  for  each  department.  Would  say  that 
this  allowance  will  probably  take  care  of  toll  calls 
in  the  metropolitan  district,  but  providing  there 
are  any  long  distance  calls  such  as  to  New  York, 
etc.,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  cover  same  also.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  we  have  had  one  telephone  call  to 
New  York  City  which  comes  out  of  this  year's 
appropriation,  amounting  to  $5.65.  The  value  of 
this  call  to  the  department  was  far  in  excess  of 
money  expended. 

Group  B,  Item  14. — Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  and 
Care. 

Amount  allowed  by  you  of  $536  has  been  cut 
in  the  recommendations  of  the  Finance  Commission 
to  $380,  their  figure  being  on  the  basis  of  no  garage 
charge  in  connection*  with  one  car  and  $1S0  garage 
charge  in  connection  with  the  other  car,  balance  of 
$200  to  be  assigned  especially  to  the  renovation 
and  repair  of  the  car  which  the  department  bought 
in  1913.  This  allows  nothing  for  the  repair  of  the 
other  car  in  case  of  accident  or  any  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  automobile  which  could  not  be  thrown 
back  on  the  manufacturers.  Would  note  that  the 
old  car  of  the  department  is  in  bad  condition.  It 
is  with  but  little  question  subjected  to  more  severe 
conditions  than  almost  any  car  belonging  to  the 
city,  as  the  worse  the  ,weather  and  the  worse  the  con- 
ditions in  so  far  as  snow,  ice,  etc.,  are  concerned, 
the  more  work  is  demanded  of  the  car,  as  it  is 
subject  to  emergency  calls  at  all  times  day  and 
night  as  well  as  to  ordinary  service  in  connection 
with  work  of  the  department. 

Would  also  note  that  the  cost  in  connection  with 
repairs  to  date  on  this  car  has  amounted  to  $79.74, 
and  there  has  not  been  a  dollar  expended  that  was 
not  absolutely  required,  and  the  condition  of  car 
is  such  that  undoubtedly  an  unreasonably  large 
sum  will  have  to  be  spent  on  same  providing  the 
car  is  maintained  through  the  year.  With  but 
$200  allowed  and  $79.74  spent  to  date,  there  would 
remain  but  $120.26  to  cover  motor  vehicle  repairs 
in  connection  with  the  two  automobiles  of  the 
department. 

Group  B,  Item  15. — Motorless  Vehicle  Repairs. 

Twenty-five  dollars  was  allowed  by  you.  The 
Finance  Commission  agree  to  this  figure,  but  in 
their  remarks  state: 

"In  as  much  as  the  department  paid  out  $96 
in  1915-16  and  $180  in  1913-14  by  repairing  the 
wagon  of  the  department,  it  seems  unnecessary  to 
grant  an  additional  amount  this  year." 

While  their  remarks  disapprove  of  the  allowance, 
they  have  recommended  $25,  and  it  is  probably 
unnecessary  to  make  further  comment,  except  to 
note  that  the  department  has  two  wagons. 

Group  B,  Item  37. — Photographic  and  Blue- 
■  printing. 

The  amount  allowed  by  you  of  $50  has  been 
reduced  in  the  recommendations  of  the  Finance 
Commission  to  $25,  the  following  reason  being 
given: 

"Photographs  of  blueprints  and  accidents.  It 
is  an  emergency  amount  and  may  be  allowed  at 
$25." 

Would  say  that  in  1894  this  department  inau- 
gurated the  practice  of  taking  photographs,  which 
form  a  part  of  the  official  records  of  this  depart- 
ment. The  blueprint  work  is  also  in  connection 
with  records  of  the  department.  Up  to  date  the 
amount  expended  under  this  heading  is  $20,  and 
the  amount  of  $25  recommended  by  the  Finance 
Commission  will  be  absolutely  inadequate  to  cover 
item  referred  to. 

Group  B,  Item  39. — General  Plant. 

Under  this  item  $40  was  allowed  by  you.  The 
Finance  Commission  recommend  no  sum,  stating: 

"An  emergency  item  for  which  there  is  no  known 
need." 

Would  say  that  this  is  not  an  emergency  item, 
but  is  to  cover  items  which  last  year  went  under 
the  head  of  "Office  Expenses,"  but  which  are  under 
the  head  of  "Geneial  Plant"  this  year  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Budget  Commissioner.  It  i-i  to  cover 
such  woik  as  the  mounting  of  maps  and  banging 
same  and  any  other  office  repairs  or  work  done  by 
outside  parties  which  this  department  is  obliged  to 
pay  for.     The  total  expenditure  to  April  1  is  $15.30, 


included  in  this  amount  being  an  item  of  S12  paid 
the  Underwriters'  Laboratories,  Inc.,  same  being 
nominal  charge  for  services  rendered  by  the  labo- 
ratories for  the  year. 

Group  B,  Item  40. — Harness,  etc.,  Repairs. 
Ten  dollars  allowed  by  you  is  reduced  in  the 
recommendations  of  the  Finance  Commission  to  $5. 
As  our  equipment  for   horse  is  old,   $10  seems  a 
reasonable  estimate. 

Group  C,  Item  1  (Should  be  C-3)  .—Electrical 
Equipment. 
One  hundred  dollars  allowed  by  you  reduced  in 
recommendations  of  the  Finance  Commission  to 
$50.  The  amount  to  be  estimated  under  this  head- 
ing is  a  matter  of  judgment.  Last  year  we  expended 
$19,  while  the  year  before  last  we  expended  $372. 
As  practically  nothing  was  spent  in  the  repair 
and  replenishing  of  instruments  last  year,  $100 
seems  to  be  a  very  reasonable  request  for  the 
present  year.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  within  a  week 
one  of  our  finest  instruments  has  given  out  and  has 
got  to  be  sent  away  for  repairs.  What  it  will  cost 
to  repair  same  I  cannot  determine,  but  would  not 
be  surprised  if  it  cost  at  least  one-half  the  amount 
allowed  by  the  Finance  Commission.  In  addition 
to  this  some  of  our  bichloride  of  silver  testing 
batteries  have  got  to  be  replenished,  and  possible 
breakdowns  to  other  instruments  have  got  to  be 
given  consideration.  We  will  be  very  fortunate  if 
we  can  get  through  the  year  and  keep  within  an 
allowance  of  $100. 

Group  C,  Item  4. — Motor  Vehicles. 
An  allowance  of  $1,321  was  made  by  you  for  the 
purchase  of  an  automobile  and.  for  tires,  tubes, 
robes  or  other  expenses  properly  coming  under 
C-4  which  may  be  required  during  the  year,  and  the 
recommendations  of  the  Finance  Commission 
provide  but  $221,  the  purchase  of  a  new  car  not 
being  approved  by  the  Finance  Commission.  Up 
to  date  we  have  expended  $144.07.  Providing  the 
figures  of  the  Finance  Commission,  namely,  $221, 
are  figures  decided  upon  for  this  department,  but 
$76.93  remains  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  two 
automobiles  for  the  balance  of  the  fiscal  year, 
which  is  inadequate.  As  regards  item  for  new 
automobile,  disallowed,  this  is  entirely  a  matter  of 
judgment  and  should  be  so  considered.  From  my 
point  of  view  there  is  no  economy  in  attempting 
to  maintain  the  automobile  at  present  used  by  me, 
as  while  with  careful  attention  and  some  repairs 
it  might  go  through  the  summer,  I  do  not  believe 
it  possible  for  it  to  go  through  next  winter  until 
such  time  as  the  department  has  another  appropria- 
tion at  its  disposal  without  expenditures  for  repairs 
totally  out  of  reason  to  the  value  of  machine  after 
repairs  have  been  made.  In  attempting  to  save 
this  way,  in  my  judgment  it  will  cost  at  least 
two  dollars  for  every  dollar  apparently  saved  by 
not  purchasing  a  new  car.  There  has  already  been 
expended  during  the  present  year  $79.74  on  car 
referred  to. 

Group  C,  Item  6. — Equipment.     Stable. 

This  item,  for  which  you  allowed  $5,  has  been 
cut  out  entirely  in  the  Finance  Commission  recom- 
mendations, they  stating: 

"Emergency  item  for  which  there  is  no  need  at 
present." 

There  is  no  need  of  the  money  at  the  present  time, 
but  when  the  winter  comes  it  will  be  needed  for  a 
new  horse  blanket. 

Group  C,  Item  12. — Laboratory. 
One  hundred  dollars  was  allowed  by  you  and 
the  recommendations  of  the  Finance  Commission 
allow  nothing  on  the  ground  that  it  is  an  emergency 
item.  This  item  is  to  oover  any  expenditure  in 
connection  with  the  laboratory  of  the  department. 
One  hundred  dollars  may  be  too  littlo  or  may  be 
too  much.  I  know  of  no  way  to  give  an  exact 
figure,  and  $100  seems  to  be  a  reasonable  estimate. 
Providing  a  breakdown  in  transformer  or  other 
testing  apparatus  occurs,  thero  should  be  a  sum 
available  for  use  for  necessary  repairs,  and  provid- 
ing no  occasion  arises  for  the  use  of  sum  allowod  it 
will  be  turned  back  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Group  C,  Item  13. — Tools  and  Instruments. 

Sixty-five  dollars  allowance  made  by  you,  tho 
recommendation  of  tho  Finance  Commission  being 
but  $10. 
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Expenditure  last  year  for  this  item  was  $S7,  and 
$65  seemed  to  be  a  reasonable  estimate  for  the  pres- 
ent year. 

Group  D,  Item  11. — Supplies.     Motor  Vehicle. 

Amount  allowed  by  you  is  8420.  Amount  al- 
lowed in  recommendations  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission is  $400. 

The  department  spent  .$348  last  year  for  items 
coming  under  this  head,  and  in  this  year's  estimates 
we  figured  the  same  amount,  adding  five  cents  per 
gallon  to  the  cost  of  gasolene,  bringing  the  estimate 
up  to  $420,  as  submitted.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
price  of  gasolene  has  gone  far  above  our  expecta- 
tions, and  our  original  estimate  of  $420  is  under 
rather  than  over  what  will  be  required  unless  the 
price  of  gasolene  breaks. 

Group  D,  Item  16. — Supplies.     General  Plant. 

Figure  allowed  by  you  is  $30,  amount  recom- 
mended by  the  Finance  Commission  being  $15. 

This  provides  for  necessary  photographic 
material.  We  expended  last  year  $22,  and  this 
year  have  expended  so  far  $13.22,  which,  providing 
recommendation  of  the  Finance  Commission  was 
accepted,  would  leave  $1.78  for  the  balance  of  the 
year.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  state  that 
this  amount  would  be  absolutely  inadequate  pro- 
viding the  work  of  the  department  in  this  line  is 
carried  on. 

Group  E,  Item  13. — General  Plant. 

Twenty  dollars  is  the  amount  allowed  by  you, 
the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Commission 
being  $10,  their  reason  for  reduction  being: 

"This  item  is  to  be  used  for  purchasing  paint 
and  stock  and  materials  and  for  photographic 
materials.  In  1913-14,  $2  only  was  expended,  and 
nothing  in  1914-15;  $19  in  1915-16.  The  amount 
allowed  should  be  sufficient. " 

I  do  not  understand  where  these  figures  were 
obtained.  This  item  has  nothing  to  do  with 
photographic  materials.  It  relates  entirely  to  the 
matter  of  paint  stock  and  materials  for  use  in  con- 
nection with  the  stenciling  of  poles  standing  in  the 
streets  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Would  say  that  in 
1915-16  we  commenced  a  resurvey  of  the  poles  in 
the  streets  of  Boston,  poles  being  renumbered  and 
stenciled  in  a  more  up-to-date,  systematic  manner 
than  had  been  previously  in  force.  This  neces- 
sitated the  painting  out  of  the  old  stencil  number 
and  the  restenciling  of  the  new  number.  Nine- 
teen dollars  was  expended  for  paints  and  materials. 
We  have  expended  up  to  date  for  paint  and  ma- 
terials for  the  present  year  $12.59.  We  have  on 
hand  paint  to  the  value  of  approximately  $4.90. 
This  shows  cost  of  paint  used  for  three  months  of 
this  year  to  be  $7.69,  and  providing  the  same 
amount  of  material  is  used  throughout  the  year, 
the  total  expenditure  would  amount  to  $30.76. 
The  original  estimate  submitted  by  this  depart- 
ment was  $30. 

I  am  herewith  returning  sheets  which  you  sub- 
mitted to  me  for  report  on  same. 
Very  truly  yours, 

James  E.  Cole, 
Commissioner  of  Wires. 


Penal   Institutions   Department. 

Boston,  April  15,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  forwarding  to  your  office  this 
morning  a  copy  of  replies  to  criticisms  of  Penal 
Institutions  Department  budget  by  the  Finance 
Commission  investigators. 

These  criticisms  unjustly  charge  the  commis- 
sioner with  padding  of  pay  rolls  and  unnecessary 
expenditures  in  the  conduct  of  its  affairs.  The 
detailed  report  appended  sufficiently  answers  the 
criticisms' of  Finance  Commission. 

On  entering  this  department  February  25,  1915, 
I  found  conditions  in  the  institution  that  war- 
ranted many  necessary  changes  in  its  official  life. 
The  duty  imposed  upon  me  of  cleaning  up  the 
evils  existing  in  the  institution,  and  of  ridding  it 
of  drugs  and  liquor  that  had  been  easily  obtained 
by  the  inmates,  many  of  whom  had  formed  the 
drug  habit  while  inmates  of  the  institution,  has- 
been  faithfully  fulfilled  in  every  respect. 

The  changing  of  the  personnel  of  its  official  life 
to  the  end  that  regulation  for  its  government  and 
control  might  be  properly  enforced  has  been 
brought  about  without  the  padding  of  pay  rolls 
or  the  evasion  of  civil  service  in  any  respect. 


Every  employee  of  this  institution  and  of  the 
department   as   a   whole   is    constantly   employed 
during  the  hours  provided  by  law.     At  no  time 
during  my  connection  with  the  department  has  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  department  or  the 
physical  properties  under  its  control  been  made  by 
the  Finance  Commission  or  any  of  its  investigators. 
Respectfully  yours, 
David  B.  Shaw, 
Commissioner. 

Penal  Institutions,  Office  Expense. 
Group  A,  Item  1. 

Amount  spent  last  year,  $16,081.12,  was  occa- 
sioned by  an  incomplete  salary  roll  of  thirteen 
employees,  and  brought  about  by  removal,  trans- 
fer or  resignation  on  the  part  of  four  high  salaried 
clerks.  These  places  had  been  vacated  during 
the  early  part  of  year.  If  they  had  been  carried 
on  for  a  full  year,  salary  roll  would  have  been 
approximately  $23,000.  This  year,  1916-17,  there 
.  were  carried  on  the  roll  sixteen  employees,  eight 
of  whom  were  transferred  from  the  House  of 
Correction  roll  to  office  roll  with  a  total  salary 
amounting  to  $10,120  and  of  which  amount 
$1,420  are  increases  asked  for  in  several  cases  so 
that  the  increased  amount,  $26,158.80  asked  for 
this  year's  pay  roll  at  department  office  is  almost 
wholly  occasioned  by  the  transfer  of  these  eight 
employees,  the  total  amount  of  increases  asked 
for  being  but  $1,420,  all  of  which  is  asked  as  fair 
compensation  to  faithful  employees  for  services 
rendered.  In  comparison  with  the  same  work 
performed  in  other  offices  of  the  city,  county 
and  state,  each  of  these  employees*  for  whom  an 
increase  has  been  asked  will  have  received  a  lesser 
salary  than  that  paid  for  the  same  class  of  employ- 
ment in  the  departments  above  stated. 

In  the  matter  of  assistant  bookkeeper  reference 
may  be  had  to  A— 1,  under  House  of  Correction. 

With  eight  additional  employees  transferred 
from  House  of  Correction  to  office  roll,  the  increase 
of  approximately  $10,000  is  accounted  for,  together 
with  $1,420  increases  asked. 

Group  B,  Item  2. 
This  amount  asked  for  postage  in  general  course 
of  business,  including   inmates'  passes  to  visiting 
members    of    the   family.     Amount   approved   by 
Mayor  should  be  allowed. 

Group  B,  Item  4.  , 
Commission's  statement  is  untrue.  Money 
asked  for  to  be  used  in  transportation  for  office 
and  for  aid  to  discharged  prisoners  in  the  form  of 
gratuities,  which  has  been,  urged  by  the  public 
for  a  considerable  period  of  time.  Under  sec- 
tions 141  and  142  of  chapter  225,  provision  is 
made  for  amount  to  be  paid  to  discharged  prisoners. 
No  provision  has  ever  been  made  in  the  appro- 
priation for  this  department  for  the  carrying  out 
of  the  purpose  of  this  act. 

Group  B,  Item  13. 
The  amount  asked  for  the  maintenance  of 
private  telephone  to  Deer  Island  and  for  the  tele- 
phone service  at  commissioner's  "residence  is 
sought  in  order  that  communication  which  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  transaction  of  public 
business  in  a  department  such  as  this  at  any  hour 
of  day  or  night  may  be  facilitated.  Also,  a  tele- 
phone for  like  purposes  should  be  installed  at  the 
residence  of  the  assistant  commissioner,  as  the 
duties  imposed  upon  him  in  the  conduct  of  his 
work  in  the  department  necessitates  this  addi- 
tional expense. 

Group  B,  Item  28. 
Statement  absolutely  untrue.     Department  has 
not  employed  an  accountant  for  any  service  in  the 
office  of  commissioner  during  the  past  year. 

Group  B,  Item  35. 

Commission's  statement  absolutely  untrue. 
Facts  are  these;  The  bookkeeper  of  department 
should  be  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
taking  of  oaths  or  affidavits.  As  one  has  never 
been  held  by  him  the  amount  is  asked  for  this 
purpose. 

Group  C,  Item  9. 

Statement  untrue.  Facts  are  as  follows;  The 
department  has  already  purchased  a  long  carriage 
typewriter,  which  purchase  was  absolutely  neces- 
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sary.  Three  new  typewriters  are  urgently  needed 
in  order  that  the  business  of  the  department  may 
be  carried  on  in  a  proper  manner.  Amount  sug- 
gested by  Finance  Commission  has  been  nearly 
expended  at  present  time. 

Group  C,  Item  16. 

This  amount  of  $10  should  be  allowed  as  badges 
for  such  members  of  the  office  force  as  are  required 
to  serve  official  papers  and  to  make  arrests  should 
be  provided. 

Group  D,  Item  1. 

Finance  Commission's  recommendation  ridicu- 
lous for  the  reason  that  a  greater  amount  has 
already  been  expended  and  nine  months  still  re- 
main of  current  year. 

Group  D,  Item  6. 
This  amount  is  asked  for  the  purchase  of  files  of 
Boston  newspapers  necessary  for  office  and  depart- 
mental use. 

Boston,  April  14,  1916. 
Hon.  David  B.  Shaw, 

Penal  Institutions  Commissioner; 

Dear  Sir, — As  per  your  request  I  herewith  sub- 
mit the  duties  of  probation  officers  and  the  work 
assigned  them. 

First  let  me  call  your  attention  to  chapter  225, 
sections  119  and  121  of  the  Acts  of  1902,  which 
empowers  the  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner  to 
release  inmates  upon  probation^  or  parole. 

I  have  granted  permits  to  be  at  liberty  during 
the  past  year  to  over  thirteen  hundred  (1,300) 
inmates  committed  to  the  House  of  Correction  or 
Charles  Street  Jail  and  all  of  these  cases  have  been 
turned  over  to  Mr.  Holland,  Mr.  Hickey,  Mr. 
Kenny  and  Miss  Kiley. 

These  probation  officers  meet  the  released  in- 
mates at  the  wharf  and  take  them  to  places  of 
employment  secured  for  them,  or  to  their  homes  or 
railroad  stations.  In  case  the  inmates'  releases  are 
approved  by  the  court,  they  bring  them  to  the 
probation  officer  of  that  court. 

The  inmates  make  application  .  to  me  _  at  Deer 
Island  and  these  probation  officers  investigate  the 
stories  given  me  by  them;  previous  to  the  inmates' 
discharge,  and  in  the  majority  of  the  cases  they 
have  to  procure  work  for  them. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  while 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  20  per  cent  in  com- 
mitments under  the  Uniform  Desertion  Act  during 
the  past  year,  whereby  this  department  has  to  pay 
50  cents  per  day  to  the  family  of  the  inmate,  yet 
the  total  amount  paid  has  been  less  than  the  pre- 
ceding year.  This  is  largely  due  to  the  close 
attention  these  officers  have  given  to  the  men  on 
parole. 

These  officers  make  a  weekly  report  of  the  daily 
visits  to  the  home  of  former  inmates  on  parole,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  attached. 

In  the  case  of  MissJosephine  Kiley, the  probation 
officer  in  charge  of  women  inmates,  I  would  state 
that  her  work  has  been  of  the  very  best.  Miss 
Kiley  meets  the  boat  every  day  of  the  year  and  has 
succeeded  in  securing  positions  for  over  three 
fourths  of  the  inmates  released  during  the  past  year. 

A  large  portion  of  the  work  of  these  officers  has 
to  be  done  after  working  hour's  and  in  many  cases 
they  have  to  collect  the  wages  of  paroled  inmates 
and  bring  it  to  the  inmate's  home.  Aside  from  the 
corrective  spirit  involved  in  the  work  of  these 
officers,  there  has  been  a  large  financial  saving  to 
this  department:  Were  the  parole  men  to  serve 
their  entire  sentence  it  would  cost  the  department 
approximately  $50,000  additional  for  their  keep. 

In  my  opinion  a  permit  to  be  at  liberty  would  be 
of  little  value  unless  there  is  a  personal  interest 
taken  in  the  inmate  after  his  release.  There  has 
been  less  repetition  of  commitments  during  the 
past  year  among  parole  men  than  ever  before  in  the 
history  of  the  institution. 

Trusting  I  he  above  is  the  information  you  desire, 
I  remain, 

Faithfully  yours, 

George  II.  Shbehan, 

Assistant  Commissioner. 

Report  for  \\  epi   Ending  April  8,  1910. 

During  the  week  ending  April  8,  1916,  I  have 
been  employed  as  follows:  ' 

Monday.  To  the  home  of  Alberico  Ardolina, 
4  Garden  court  street,  city.  To  the  homfc  of 
Alexander  ( ilessiner,  12  I'.aii  on  eiuirl ,  city.  To  the 
I e  of  Harry   N.  Slater,    12  South   Uussell  street, 


city.  To  the  home  of  Patrick  Reagan,  39  Eden 
street,  Charlestown.  To  noon  boat  to  meet  paroled 
men.  At  the  office  for  short  period.  To  the  home 
of  John  P.  O'Neil,  10  Cherry  street,  Chelsea,  at 
7.3(5  p.  m. 

Tuesday.  To  the  home  of  Antonio  Prevet,  19- 
Battery  street,  city.  To  the  home  of  Tony  Ciampi, 
41  Endicott  street,  city.  To  the  home  of  Vincenzo 
Tramontana,  43  Charter  street,  city.  To  the  home 
of  Roger  Connelly,  18  Milo  street,  Everett.  To 
the  home  of  George  E.  Collins,  5  Thorndike  street, 
Everett.  To  the  five  o'clock  boat,  took  James 
Mclnnis  to  82  Paris  street,  East  Boston.  At  the 
office  part  of  day. 

Wednesday.  To  the  home  of  Luigi  Caprio,  107 
Everett  street,  East  Boston.  To  the  home  of 
William  J.  Foley,  13  Park  street,  Charlestown.  To 
the  home  of  John  O'Neil,  5  Washington  street, 
Charlestown.  To  the  home  of  Frank  E.  P.  Lee, 
3  Green's  block,  Charlestown.  To  the  home  of 
Michael  Hayes,  63  Austin  street,  Charlestown.  At 
the  office  part  of  the  day.  To  the  noon  boat  to 
meet  paroled  men. 

Thursday.  To  the  home  of  Hugh  Gallagher,  16 
Chapman  street,  Charlestown.  To  the  home  of 
Hugh  Maraghy,  256  Medford  street,  Charlestown. 
To  the  home  of  Charles  I.  Yates,  54  Lexington 
street,  East  Boston.  To  the  home  of  Louis 
Lindstom,  39  London  street,  East  Boston.  To  the 
home  of  Thomas  Walsh,  354  Chelsea  street,  East 
Boston.     Part  of  the  day  at  the  office. 

Friday.  To  the  home  of  William  H.  Brown,  50 
Lexington  street,  East  Boston.  To  the  home  of 
Walter  O'Keefe,  69  Shurtleff  street,  Chelsea.  To 
the  home  of  William  H.  Davis,  11  Rice  street, 
Cambridge.  To  the  home  of  George  A.  Hill,  315 
Broadway,  Chelsea.  Part  of  the  day  at  the  office. 
To  noon  boat  to  meet  paroled  men. 

Saturday.  To  the  home  of  William  Keenan, 
63  West  Eagle  street,  East  Boston.  To  the  home  of 
William  Lee,  197  Bunker  Hill  street,  Charlestown. 
To  noon  boat  to  meet  paroled  men.  Part  of  the 
day  at  the  office. 

John  P.  Holland. 

Report  for  Week  Ending  April  8,   1916. 

During  the  week  ending  April  8, 1916, 1  have  been 
employed  as  follows: 

Monday.  Called  at  home  of  Edward  Mitchell, 
82  Emerald  street,  O.  K.  Notified  Mattapan 
Hospital  about  Michael  J.  Doyle  to  tell  police  when 
he  calls  to  see  wife.  Called  at  Roxbury  Court- 
house to  see  Mr.  Keen,  probation  officer.  Called 
at  696  Columbia  road,  home  of  John  J.  Basset. 
Called  at  259  Heath  street  to  see  wife  of  John 
Donovan,  a  nonsuport  ease,  not  at  home.  Office 
work. 

Tuesday.  Called  at  home  of  Eastman  Nicker- 
son,  26  Kent  street,  not  working,  met  with  accident 
to  his  eye.  Called  at  16  Longwood  avenue,  home 
of  Warren  Coyne.  Called  at  92  Selwyn  street, 
Roslindale,  home  of  Allan  Adie.  Called  at  86 
Albion  street,  home'  of  Malcom  McDonald. 
Office  work. 

Wednesday.  Called  at  Mr.  Keefe's  office, 
Superior  Court,  on  John  Lema  nonsupport  case. 
Called  at  Mr.  Sargent's  office  on  John  Salvatore. 
nonsupport  case.  Called  at  48  Shawmut  avenue 
and  saw  wife  of  John  Salvatore.  She  signed 
petition  for  his  parole.  Called  at  1009  Columbus 
avenue  and  saw  wife  of  Charles  Tower.  Office 
work. 

Thursday.  Called  at  1295  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
home  of  Edward  Brouchie.  Called  at  Roxbuiy 
Courthouse  on  Anderson  and  Trayeis  case. 
Called  at  home  of  Mrs.Healey, Tremontand  linden 
Park  street.  Called  at  89  Pembroke  street,  home 
of  Mrs.  Hayes.     Office  work. 

Friday.  Called  at  290  Amory  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  borne  of  Michael  J.  Doyle.  Called  at  53 
Hammond  street  to  find  out  about  Benjamin 
Andeison.  Called  at  22  Woodbury  street,  borne 
of  James  Burke.  Called  at  66  Prentiss  street 
and  'saw  wife  of  Patrick  Collins.  Called  nt  24 
Leon  street  and  saw  mother  of  Putrid;  Collins. 
Rest  of  day  office  work. 

Sal  unlay.      Called    at    9    Sussex    street    and    saw 

wife  of  Georgo  Nichols.  Called  at  Charles  Street. 
Jail  and  paroled  Burton  Brooks.  Called  at, 
Roxbuiy  Courthouse  to  find  out  about  Steel  non- 

SUppOrl    eee. 

CI.  .1.  Kenny. 

Report  For  Week  Ending  A.pril  8,  1916. 

During  the  week  ending  April  s.  1916,  1  have 
been  employed  as  follows: 
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Monday.  Called  at  the  home  of  George  F. 
Whitmarsh,  49  Woodward  avenue.  Called  at 
the  home  of  Walter  L.  Butterworth,  4  East  Ded- 
ham  street.  Called  at  the  home  of  Michael  P. 
Norton,  209  Eustis  street.  Called  at  the  home  of 
Nelson  Physie,  17  Wheeler  street.  Called  at  the 
home  of  Fred  A.  Jones,  25  East  Lenox  street. 

Tuesday.  Called  at  the  home  of  Thomas 
Casey,  593  Second  street,  South  Boston.  Called 
at  the  home  of  Thomas  Canavan,  416  Second 
street.  Called  at  the  home  of  Coleman  Lee,  537 
Second  street.  Called  at  the  home  of  Michael  P. 
Noiton,  209  Eustis  street. 

Wednesday.  Called  at  the  home  of  Thomas 
Casey,  593  Second  etieet,  South  Boston.  Called 
at  the  home  of  Michael  Scully,  48  Bickerstaff  street, 
Back  Bay.  Called  at  the  home  of  William  H. 
Dewey,  146  Castle  street.  Called  at  the  home  of 
Frank  J.  Sullivan,  86  East  Brookline  street.  Called 
at  the  home  of  Joseph  Cox,  656  Harrison  avenue. 

Thursday.  Called  at  1250  Washington  street 
to  see  Hubert  Waldron.  Called  at  22  Albion 
street  to  see  Mrs.  Dewey.  Called  at  1189  Wash- 
ington street,  talked  with  Mrs.  Flanigan.  Called 
at  34  Emerson  street,  South  Boston,  Patrick  J. 
Clark. 

Friday.  Called  at  831  Albany  street,  William 
Griffin.  Called  at  31  Eustis  street,  Roxbury, 
James  Gallagher.  Called  at  48  Fifth  street,  Patrick 
Wallace.  Called  at  the  home  of  Henry  Hurley, 
61  Magazine  street. 

Saturday.  Called  at  384  Harrison  avenue, 
Jacob  Miller.  Called  at  15  Genesee  street,  Thomas 
Morrison.  Office  work  every  day,  worked  three 
nights  till  nine  o'clock. 

William  E.  Hicket. 


Permanent  Employees. — Schedide  A. 
Group  A,  Item  1. 
Statement  of  commission  false  and  misleading. 
If  the  total  number  of  employees  at  the  House  of 
Correction  during  the  year  ending  January  31, 
1916,  had  been  employed  for  one  year,  there  would 
have  been  expended  an  amount  in  excess  of  SI  13,000 
for  salaries  alone.  The  amount  $99,129.13,  which 
was  actually  spent  last  year,  was  small  on  account 
of  the  death,  resignation  or  removal  of  63  employees 
in  the  department,  and  reduction  in  the  amount 
being  further  caused  by  the  appointment  of  persons 
at  a  salary  in  many  instances  less  than  one-half 
that  received  by  the  party"  whose  vacancy  occurred, 
saving  to  the  department  last  year  approximately 
$4,000  on  salaries  alone.  The  increased  amount 
this  year  is  occasioned  by  the  graduated  salary 
increases,  the  provisions  for  one  year's  salary  for 
each  of  the  employees  mentioned  included  in  such 
amount  the  increases  as  allowed  by  the  Mayor. 

Chief  Clerk. 
The  position  of  chief  clerk  was  vacant  almost  all 
of  last  year,  there  being  but  $115.04  of  the  $1,500 
expended.  The  first  assistant  clerk,  Mr.  Mahar, 
has  been  promoted  to  the  position  of  chief  clerk, 
and  the  salary  of  chief  clerk,  to  wit,  $1,500,  is  asked 
for  this  man.  His  experience,  covering  a  period  of 
more  than  ten  (10)  years  in  the  department  in 
charge  of  every  branch  of  the  service  as  clerk,  is 
sufficient  guarantee,  and  the  further  fact  that  for 
a  period  of  nearly  a  full  year  he  performed  the 
duties  of  chief  clerk  in  addition  to  the  other  duties 
of  his  office,  and  should  be  compensated  with  the 
salary  of  $1,500,  that  fixed  for  some  years  as  the 
salary  of  chief  clerk. 

Clerks. 

The  five  clerks  for  whom  the  standard  wage  is 
sought  are  now  doing  the  work  formerly  done  by 
seven  clerks  in  this  office.  If  the  seven  clerks  had 
been  employed  for  a  period  of  one  full  year,  there 
would  be  a  net  saving  in  amount  asked  for  by 
standardization  of  over  $1,000  over  the  amount 
asked. 

Clerk  and  Electrician. 

Little  need  be  said  of  the  work  of  this  man.  It 
speaks  for  itself.  Without  this  man's  assistance, 
the  physical  condition  of  the  water,  sewer,  tele- 
phone and  electric  light  service  as  now  maintained 
in  the  institution  would  not  have  been  accom- 
plished. To  this  man  is  due  additional  compensa- 
tion for  the  splendid  labor  performed,  and  the 
salary  increase  of  $400  given  last  year  but  poorly 
compensated  him  for  the  services  rendered.  This, 
man,  who  as  a  clerk  showed  such  splendid  ability 


along  many  lines  of  special  endeavor,  is  of  great 
value  to  the  department,  and  should  be  retained 
at  the  $1,200  rate. 

Clerk  and  Storekeeper. 
Statement  absolutely  false.  Mr.  Magee  was 
appointed  March  25,  1915,  by  the  present  com- 
missioner, at  a  salary  of  $600,  which  was  $60  less 
than  the  salary  paid  to  his  predecessor  at  the  time 
of  his  appointment.  The  maximum  reached  by 
his  predecessor  was  on  January  9,  1914,  when  he 
was  increased  from  $660  to  $1,000.  April  3,  1914, 
in  the  general  reduction  in  the  advent,  of  the  present 
Mayor,  he  was  reduced  to  $800.  He  severed  his 
connection  with  the  department  too  early  to  benefit 
by  the  return  of  those  amounts  early  last  year. 
The  salary  increase  which  has  been  asked  for  the 
present  clerk  and  storekeeper  is  the  maximum  which 
was  set  for  his  predecessor  and  but  illy  compensates 
this  man  for  the  time,  labor  and  improvements 
which  he  has  furnished  to  this  department  and  to 
his  division  of  the  department. 

Supervisor. 
Supervisor,  Michael  Barry.  Statement  of  Fi- 
nance Commission  absolutely  false.  Mr.  Barry 
has  been  for  many  years  a  man  of  high  reputation 
in  the  business  life  of  this  community,  particularly 
in  the  overall  industry.  For  several  months  prior 
to  January  1,  1916,  his  services  were  given  to  the 
department  gratis  in  the  investigation  and  rehabil- 
itation of  the  overall  industry  at  the  institution: 
He  is  now  engaged  as  supervisor  of  the  overall 
industry  at  the  institution.  ..  The  volume  of  output 
in  this  department  has  increased  nearly  100  per 
cent  since  his  taking  hold.  The  approval  of  his 
appointment  has  been  solicited  from  the  Prison 
Commission,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  expect 
that  the  appointment  will  be  approved.  There 
has  been  no  breach  of  the  law  in  the  appointment 
of  him  or  any  other  man  in  the  department,  and 
the  statement  of  the  Finance  Commission  is  false 
and  unreliable. 

Assistant  Bookkeeper. 
The  assistant  bookkeeper  is  engaged  in  his 
work  as  assistant  to  the  bookkeeper  of  this  depart- 
ment at  which  he  is  constantly  employed  in  such 
work  as  is  laid  out  for  him  by  his  immediate  supe- 
rior. Like  every  other  employee  of  this  depart- 
ment he  works  not  less  than  eight  (8)  hours  each 
day.  This  man  should  be  retained  in  the  service 
of  the  department  as  his  services  are  needed  in  the 
capacity  of  assistant  bookkeeper. 

Index  Clerk. 
All  positions  at  Deer  Island  House  of  Correction 
are  now  under  the  civil  service  law  as  the  depart- 
ment did  not  come  within  the  provision  of  civil 
service  law  until  January  1,  1916.  Statement 
made  by  Finance  Commission  absolutely  false. 
The  position  of  index  clerk  is  within  the  provisions 
of  the  civil  service  and  has  been  filled  and  is  being 
filled  by  the  present  appointee  since  December  30 
of  last  year.  His  services  are  needed  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged  and  at 
which  he  is  employed  eight  (8)  hours  of  each  day 
and  sometimes  longer.     He  should  be  retained. 

Assistant  Librarian  and  Clerk. 
This  position  also  comes  under  civil  service  and 
the  occupant  of  this  position  is  employed  as  a 
clerk  and  assistant  librarian  in  this  department, 
working  eight  (8)  hours  a  day  and  sometimes  more, 
and  should  be  retained  at  such  employment  and 
at  such  compensation. 

Officer  ($1,000). 
Next    item,    officer,    $1,000.     Statement    abso- 
lutely   false.     The    salary    of   receiving    officer    is 
fixed  at  $1,000,  and  the  position  has  been  held 
at  that  salary  by  his  two  immediate  predecessors. 

Officer  and  Steward. 
William  H.  Morgan's  increase  has  been  asked 
from  $540  to  $800.  Mr.  Morgan  now  holding 
position  made  vacant  by  the  retirement  of  the 
steward  at  the  men's  new  prison,  whose  assistant 
he  was  for  a  considerable  time.  Salary  of  the 
steward  was  $1,000.  Mr.  Morgan  fulfilling  the 
duties,  an  increase  is- asked  as  stated  above  from 
$540  to  $800.     It  should  be  granted. 
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Shoemaker. 

Statement  false.  The  maximum  for  instructors 
is  fixed  by  the  State  Prison  Commission  at  $960, 
and  has  been  in  effect  for  some  years  in  this  institu- 
tion. It  should  be  paid  to  the  men  holding  this 
position. 

Officer  and  Instructor. 

This  man  appointed  as  an  officer  assumed  the 
duties  of  school  teacher  and  instructor  at  the 
institution  in  October,  1913,  since  which  time  his 
duties  have  increased.  Compensation  asked  for 
this  position  is  8800,  to  which  this  officer  is  entitled 
for  the  services  granted  and  this  item  should  be 
granted. 

Electrician  and  Officer. 

Statement  absolutely  false.  This  man  /was 
employed  on  account  of  his  ability  as  an  electrician 
and  owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  lighting  and 
signal  system  and  telephone  system  then  in  vogue 
at  the  institution  and  on  the  island,  his  value  to 
department  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated,  as 
the  work  accomplished  by  this  man  and  the 
clerk  and  electrician,  Mr.  Walsh,  in  the  electrical 
department  of  this  institution  is  worthy  of  the 
highest  commendation.  This  man  should  be 
granted  the  graduated  increase. 

Officer  and  Steward. 

This  man  is  now  on  leave  of  absence  and  should 
not  be  stricken  from  the  list.  This  item  should 
remain  as  it  is. 

Chief  Officer. 

Statement  absolutely  false.  The  chief  officer 
for  many  years  has  been  known  as  the  yard 
officer  of  this  institution.  The  duties  of  the  office 
require  a  man  of  experience  in  the  conduct  of  the 
duties  of  that  office.  He  has  charge  of  all  the 
officers  in  the  employ  of  the  prison,  assigning  them 
their  duties  during  the  day  working  hours,  being 
responsible  for  them  at  their  several  employments. 
In  addition  to  that  duty  the  duties  formerly  devolv- 
ing upon  the  assistant  deputy  master  rest  upon 
this  officer  and  the  increase^  asked  for  should  be 
allowed  as  the  additional  duties  warrant  it. 

Stenographer  and  Clerk. 
Miss  Moran  was  appointed  December  30,  1915, 
and  was  then  and  is  now  engaged  as  stenographer 
on  House  of  Correction  work.  It  is  not  a  super- 
fluous position,  and  her  time  is  fully  occupied  from 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  five  in  the  after- 
noon. This  young  lady  has  charge  of  the  budget 
pay  rolls  and  business  sheets  and  her  time  is  fully 
occupied  on  this  work  and  she  should  be  retained 
in  the  service  of  the  department  as  her  services  are 
much  needed. 

Messenger  and  Clerk. 
James  J.  Bulger  has  been  in  the  service  of  the 
department  since  September,  1911,  doing  duty 
both  as  messenger  and  clerk  at  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection, Deer  Island,  and  the  standardization  of 
wages  of  clerks  in  that  department  would  be 
maintained  by  the  placing  of  this  amount  under 
that  same  standardization. 

Messenger  and  Clerk,  No.  2. 
Statement  absolutely  false.  Item,  $252.67  should 
be  allowed.  This  man  took  a  leave  of  absence  for 
a  period  of  six  months.  The  amount  asked  for 
provides  for  his  salary  after  he  returns  to  service 
in  the  department.  He  is  not  now  available  to 
transfer  to  another  department  or  the  same  at  a 
higher  salary. 

Officer  and  Locksmith. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  necessary  appointments 
in  the  employ  of  this  department  and  has  been 
the  means  of  saving  to  the  department  several 
times  the  amount  of  money  expended  in  salary 
upon  this  officer.  Prior  to  this  man's  appointment, 
the  official  locksmith  at  the  institution  was  an 
inmate  and  the  large  sums  of  money  spent  in  this 
particular  class  of  work  is  thus  accounted  for. 
The  saving  by  this  appointment  has  been  a  gener- 
ous one  and  his  services  should  be  retained  at  the 
salary  fixed. 

Assistant  Chief  Matron. 
Mrs.  Grace  is  receiving  officer  at  the  institution 
and  was  promoted  to  the  position  after  the  resig- 
nation of  her  predecessor  who  had  received  a 
salary  of  $060.  The  increase  asked  for  would 
mean  a  saving  to  the  department  of  $180. 


Assistant  Chief  Matron  and  Housekeeper. 
Miss  Madden  for  several  years  has  been  a 
matron  and  assistant  to  the  chief  matron  in  the 
women's  prison.  There  were  no  civil  service 
ratings  in  these  departments  of  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection at  Deer  Island,  until  January  1,  1916,  when 
the  department  as  a  whole  came  under  the  pro- 
vision of  the  civil  service  law.  The  additional 
duties  of  housekeeper  at  the  Master's  house 
warrant  the  increase  in  salary  asked  in  this  case, 
and  it  should  be  granted. 

Matron  and  Laundresses. 

The  technical  service  of  these  two  women  in  the 
conduct  of  this,  one  of  the  largest  industries  of 
the  institution,  warrants  the  increases  asked  and 
they  should  be  granted.  Miss  Quigley  has  been 
in  the  service  of  the  department  on  the  steamer 
"Monitor"  since  1910  and  at  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection since  1914.  Miss  O'Keefe  was  transferred 
to  this  department  from  the  Infirmary  Depart- 
ment where  she  had  been  a  matron  for  more  than 
twenty  years. 

Matrons. 

The  two  additional  matrons  asked  for  under 
this  heading  are  absolutely  essential  for  the  safe 
conduct  of  affairs  in  the  women's  prison,  it  being 
found  necessary  to  employ  two  women  at  each  of 
the  night  watches  in  the  women's  prison,  and  this 
should  be  continued,  as  the  same  service  is  main- 
tained in  the  men's  prison  on  the  island. 

Assistant  Physician. 
The  salary  of  assistant  physician  has  been  in- 
creased to  $1,000,  the  commissioner  believing  that 
no  sane  and  reasonable  person  would  expect  the 
quality  of  service  which  is  given  at  the  hospital 
of  this  institution  for  a  sum  less  than  that  asked. 

Nurses. 
The   services   of   graduate   nurses   such    as   are 
found  at  this  institution  cannot  be  secured  at  any 
institution  for  a  less  amount.     The  commissioner 
asks  this  increase,  and  it  should  be  granted. 

Officer  and  Nurse. 
This  man  has  retired  from  the  service. 

Nurses  (Male). 
This  statement  is  absolutely  false.  The  officer 
and  nurse  '  mentioned  has  resigned  from  service. 
The  commissioner  has  not  asked  that  his  place 
be  filled.  The  services  of  three  male  nurses  have 
never  been  necessary  in  the  institution  and  have 
never  been  had.  At  the  present  time  the  services 
of  two  male  nurses  are  needed  and  the  two  nurses 
now  in  the  institution  should  be  retained. 

Matron  and  Housekeeper. 
Statement  in  this  instance  absolutely  false. 
The  necessity  of  matron  and  housekeeper  at  the 
hospital  and  for  an  assistant  is  now  apparent. 
Two  doctors,  6  female  nurses,  2  male  nurses,  1 
matron  and  housekeeper,  1  matron  and  assistant 
housekeeper  and  2  matrons  and  cooks.  These 
fourteen  are  additions  to  the  hospital.  They  eat 
and  live  in  the  hospital.  Their  rooms  are  cared 
for  by  the  matrons  of  the  hospital  and  the  addi- 
tional work  necessitates  the  increase  asked  for 
in  this  particular  instance  of  $60  a  year. 

Blacksmith. 
The  statement  in  this  case  is  also  false,  and  upon 
investigation  by  the  City  Council,  the  information 
furnished  by  tho  Finance  Commission  was  found 
to  be  false  and  this  item  has  been  allowed.  If  the 
Finance  Commission's  recommendations  are  fol- 
lowed, the  efficiency  of  this  department  will  be 
decreased;  and  the  statements  contained  in  other 
recommendations  being  found  false  in  thoory  and 
in  fact,  should  not  be  followed  and  the  commis- 
sioner's suggestions  should  bo  adopted. 

Temporary  Employees. 
Group  A,  Item  2. 
Four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  allowed  by 
Mayor  for  the  temporary  help  during  the  winter 
months  should  be  allowed. 

Group  A,  Item  3. — Overtime. 
This  Bhould  be  allowed  as  need  of  I  Ids  money  is 
apparent  at  the  present  time. 
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Group  B,  Item  2. 

Statement  false.  Facts  are  these:  Last  three 
years  average  number,  of  inmates,  1,100;  for  year 
ending  1916,  1,100.  Following  shows  number  of 
inmates  for  months  since  January,  1916: 

January,  944;  February,  920;  March,  903; 
April  1,  949;  April  2,  949;  April  3,  958;  April  4, 
967;  April  5,  970;  April  6,  982;  April  7,  1,001; 
April  8,  1,031;  April  9,  1,031;  April  10,  1,031. 

Group  B,  Item  3. 
Statement  false.  Much  saving  made  in  the 
purchase  of  supplies  over  preceding  year  by  present 
commissioner.  Advertising  for  stone  for  stone 
shed  and  repairs  already  done  this  year.  Amount 
asked  for  needed. 

Group  B,  Item  4. 
See  reports  of  the  counties  where  large  amounts 
are  given.     Middlesex  Jail  spent  $527.70  in  cash 
in  addition  to  clothing,  average  one  half  of  inmates 
at  Deer  Island. 

Group  B,  Item  5., 
This  sum  is  based  on  transportation  of  cattle, 
hogs  and  freight  from  railroad  to  boat.     Demands 
on  hand  for  horses,  cows  and  pigs. 

Number  of  Inmates. 
Suffolk  County  House  of  Correction,  Deer  Island. 

1913. 
January,   991;  February,    1,044;  March,    1,080 
April,  1,116;  May,  1,070;  June,  1,014;  Julv,  979 
August,  1,068;  September,  1,041;  October,  1,039 
November,  1,013;  December,  1,022. 

1914. 
January,  1,030;  February,  1,044;  March,  1,073 
April,  1,041;  May,  1,013;  June,  1,056;  July,  1,035 
August,  1,106;  September,'  1,141;  October,  1,194 
November,  1,218;  December,  1,241. 

1915. 
January,  1,210;  February,  1,204;  March,  1,196; 
April,  1,150;  May,  1,138;  June,  1,174;  July,  1,135; 
August,  1,213;  September,  1,161;  October,  1,027; 
November,  970;  December,  977. 

1916.  Table  Showing  Number  of  Inmates  .for 
this  Year  up  to  Date. 
January,  944;  February,  920;  March,  903; 
April  1,  949;  April  2,  949;  April  3,  958;  April  4, 
967;  April  5,  970;  April  6,  982;  April  7,  1,001; 
April  8,  1,031;  April  9,  1,031;  April  10,  1,031. 

Group  B,  Item  11. 

Clerical  error  of  bookkeeper.  Not  needed  until 
1917. 

Group  B,  Item  12. 

Master's  bond,  $2,000, $8;  postmaster's  bond,  $1 ; 
total,  $9. 

Group  B,  Item  13. 

Absolutely  false.     Facts  are  these: 

One  telephone  at  $10.83  per  quarter.  (Total 
cost  $69.33.) 

One  telephone  at  $6.50  per  quarter.  (Tele- 
phones at  Deer  Island.) 

No  contract  in  existence  of  $104. 

Telegrams,  extra  calls  and  long  distance  calls  for 
the  amount  asked  for  and  allowed  by  Mayor. 

Group  B,  Item  17. 
Nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  a  cut  in  this 
amount.     Eight  thousand  discharged  prisoners  to 
divide  $150  for  beds  and  meals.     Beds  at  10  cents 
and  meals  at  3  cents. 

Group  B,  Item  27. 
Statement  correct. 

Group  B,  Item  31. 
Statement  false.  Facts  are  as  follows:  These 
buildings  must  be  cleaned  once  every  year  and 
oftener  sometimes.  In  the  last  three  years  thou- 
sands have  been  spent  and  more  is  needed  from 
time  ,to  time.  The  amount  allowed  by  Mayor  is 
the  smallest  possible  amount  that  should  be  allowed. 
No  work  done  by  favorites  as  work  was  all  planned 
and  provided  for  before  present  commissioner  took 
office. 


Group  B,  Item  37. 

Statement  absolutely  false.  Facts  are  these: 
Commissioner  stated  $500  necessary  for  the  blue- 
prints and  plans  of  water,  sewer  and  wire  systems 
underground  on  island  as  well  as  a  plan  of  the 
pipe  locations. 

Reasons  are  these:  That  no  plans  or  blueprints 
now  in  existence  of  anything.  Last  year  none 
existed  and  island  was  dug  up  to  locate  where  they 
were.  Many  thousand  feet  of  electric  cable  wire 
located  that  had  never  been  in  use  within  the 
memory  of  oldest  inhabitant. 

Group  B,  Item  39. 
All  expenditures  for  improvements  were  war- 
ranted last  year  and  shows  what  ought  to  be  done 
and  what  should  be  done  this  year.  ^  Hospital  and 
chapel  roofs  should  be  repaired  at  estimate  expense 
of  $3,000.  Bathing  facilities  should  be  added  for 
old  prison,  for  plant  and  for  hospital. 

C.     Equipment. 
Group  C,  Item  2. 
New  machinery  purchased  in  1915  shows  needs 
of   institution.     New  machinery  needed  for   farm 
and  machine  shop  this  year. 

Group  C,  Item  4. 
Statement  false.     The  facts  are  these:  Automo- 
bile rebuilt  at  Deer  Island  last  year  and  now  in 
good  running  order.     Auto  truck  now  undergoing 
repairs.     Amount  asked  for  needed  for  purpose. 

Group  C,  Item  6. 

Needed  for  new  equipment  for  both  autos. 

Stable. —  Eighteen  horses  in  stable.  Amount 
allowed  by  Mayor  and  asked  for  is  needed  for 
blankets,  halters  and  repairs  on  harness.  To  see 
is  to  believe.  Amount  allowed  by  Finance  Com- 
mission already  spent  for  blankets  only. 

Group  C,  Item  7. 
Statement  ridiculous.  Facts  are  these:  Furni- 
ture, beds  and  bedding  for  inmates  in  one  prison 
will  exceed  amount  allowed  by  Finance  Commission. 
Orders  covering  nearly  half  of  that  amount  already 
given,  and  they  must  be  duplicated  in  less  than  six 
months.  This  is  one  single  item,  to  wit,  cell 
buckets.  More  than  350  needed  this  year,  cost 
of  which  alone  will  exceed  amount  allowed  by 
Finance  Commission.  Dishes,  knives,  forks  and 
spoons  as  well  as  beds  and  bedding  are  needed  and 
must  be  obtained. 

Group  C,  Item  9. 

Office  typewriting  machines  for  pay  roll  sheets 
under  the  new  budget. 

Typewriter  needed  at  institution  office  for  store- 
keeper. Indices,  cards,  furnishings  and  office 
cases.     Very  great  need  for  same. 

Group  C,  Item  12. 
Intention  is  to  equip  hospital  by  degrees.  It 
was  intended  to  purchase  an  X-ray  machine  if 
$1,000  were  allowed.  As  $200  is  amount  allowed, 
it  is  intended  to  purchase  a  suitable  dentist  chair 
and  a  suitable  clinical  operating  couch. 

Croup  C,  Item  13. 
Statement  false.  Facts  are  as  follows:  Amount 
asked  for  needed  to  purchase  necessary  equipment 
under  this  heading  with  which  to  properly  cleanse 
and  keep  in  clean  condition  the  institution  build- 
ings in  use  upon  the  island. 

Group  C,  Item  14. 
Statement  false.  The  department  has  but 
twenty-two  head  of  cattle,  one  bull  and  six  calves, 
which  is  one  half  the  number  of  the  herd  destroyed, 
and  is  in  need  and  has  already  ordered  several 
additional  cattle  and  horses  for  immediate  delivery 
to  the  island.  There  will  be  a  need  for  additional 
cattle  in  excess  of  those  now  ordered,  as  the  season 
progresses,  until  the  herd  is  completed.  Amount 
allowed  by  Mayor  will  enable  department  to  pur- 
chase a  few  more  head  of  cattle  this  year,  and  next 
year  additional  cattle  must  be  purchased. 
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C.  Equipment. 
Group  C,  Item  16. 
The  money  asked  for  under  this  heading  is  used 
to  pay  for  made-up  clothing  such  as  hats,  caps, 
shoes,  overcoats,  stockings,  mittens,  gloves,  rubber 
boots,  rubber  clothing,  oilskins,  leather  caps, 
badges  for  officers,  buttons  for  uniforms,  insignia 
for  caps  and  hats. 

Group  C,  Item  17. 
This  is  a  contingent  item  to  cover  the  expense 
of  anything  in  the  nature  of  equipment  that  can- 
not be  provided  for  under  any  of  the  other  headings 
as  provided  by  the  Budget  Commission. 

D.  Supplies. 
Group  D,  Item  1. 
Statement  false.  Facts  are  these:  amount 
allowed  by  Mayor  $800  is  spent  in  the  purchase  of 
paper  blocks,  pens,  pencils,  carbon  paper,  index 
cards,  indices,  finger  print  sheets,  transfer  paper 
and  cards,  books  of  record,  loose  leaf  ledgers,  req- 
uisition books,  report  books,  letter-press  books, 
store  books  and  sheets,  loose  leaf  sheets,  cards  and 
reports  for  use  in  both  main  office  and  office  of 
store.     Nearly  §300  already  expended. 

Group  D,  Item  2. 
Statement  false.  Facts  are  these:  customary 
increase  in  population  daily  going  on.  Amount 
estimated  by  department  and  approved  by  Mayor 
should  be  allowed.  Amount  suggested  by  Finance 
Commission  report  ridiculous,  as  to  live  within 
that  amount  would  mean  to  cut  down  the  food 
supply  both  in  quality  and  quantity  of  the  inmates 
of  the  institution,  40  per  cent  of  amount  allowed 
by  Finance  Commission  already  expended  with 
two  thirds  of  year  yet  remaining. 

Group  D,  Item  3. 
Statement    of    amount    suggested    by    Finance 
Commission  ridiculous.     The  cost  of  fuel  delivered 
in  Boston  has  increased  over  33J  per  cent. 

Group  D,  Item  5. 
Nearly   half   of   the   amount   suggested   by   the 
Finance  Commission  has  already  been  spent. 

Group  D,  Item  8. 
Statement  false,  not  complete.  '  This  item  is 
spent  for  soap,  blueing,  polish,  toilet  parjer,  combs, 
brushes,  borax,  pumice  stone  used  both  in  laundry, 
toilet  and  cleaning.  The  amount  asked  for  and 
approved  by  Mayor  should  be  allowed  for  this 
work.  Amount  allowed  by  Finance  Commission 
SI, 200.     Over  $800  already  expended. 

Group  D,  Item  9. 
Statement  false  and  incomplete.  More  than 
amount  allowed  by  Finance  Commission  is  spent 
on  each  holiday  for  music  and  entertainment  for 
the  inmates  at  institution,  together  with  base-ball 
bats,  etc.,  for  use  during  the  summer  months.  The 
ridiculousness  of  their  attitude  is  apparent. 

Group  D,  Item  11. 
Statement   false.     Amount   allowed   by    Mayor 
should  be  given,  as  the  two  autos  would  utilize  at 
least  that  amount  of  oil,  gasolene,  grease  and  other 
supplies  during  twelve  months. 

Group  D,  Item  13. 
The  increased  cost  of  chemicals,  borax,  soda, 
etc.,  and  disinfectants  for  use  in  the  institution, 
hospital,  and  in  the  prison  for  cleaning  cell  buckets 
and  other  sanitary  uses  will  necessitate  at  least  I  he 
amount  allowed  by  the  Mayor.  More  than  one 
third  of  that  amount  already  expended  with  nine 
months  remaining. 

E.  Materials. 
Group  E,  Item  1. 
Many  more  improvements  ane  necessary  and 
repairs  are  constantly  being  made.  The  amount 
allowed  by  the  Mayor  will  only  pm\  ide  lor  a  part 
of  the  work  and  repairs  that  should  bo  done. 
Inmate  labor  is  used  on  this  material,  or  the  cost 
would  be  immensely  increased.  The  cost  of 
materials  is  ateadily  advancing  and  they  must  be 
secured  and  the  work  done.  More  than  $1,500 
has  already  been  spent  on  this  item 


Group  E.ltem  8. 
Statement  partly  true,  partly  false.  Several 
sewers  were  constructed  on  the  island  during  the 
past  year  which  have  outlets  to  the  sea.  Miles  of 
drains  still  exist  upon  the  island,  many  of  which 
have  connections  with  the  sewers.  These  are 
frequently  clogged  as  investigation  will  show,  and 
must  be  cleaned.  The  amount  asked  for  is  for  the 
purchase  of  an  apparatus  for  that  service  and 
should  be  .  allowed.  Health  conditions  on  the 
island  demand  this  be  done. 

Group  E,  Item  9. 
Amount  allowed  by  Mayor  should  be  approved 
for  the  purchase  of  belting,  oil  cups,  gauges,  gauge 
glasses,  plow  shareparts  and  machine  chucks,  etc. 
Over  $250  has  already  been  expended! . 

Group  E,  Item  10. 
Amount  suggested  by  Finance  Commission  in 
this  item  is  ridiculous.  Up  to  the  present  time 
within  a  very  few  dollars  of  that  amount  has  been 
expended,  and  but  a  quarter  of  the  year  has  elapsed. 
The  expenditures  for  wear  and  tear  on  the  electrical 
system  in  Deer  Island  would  approximate  the 
amount  allowed  by  Mayor.  "  More  than  the  amount 
allowed  by  Finance  Commission  has  already  been 
expended. 

Group  F,  Item  9. 
The  Revised  Laws,  with  amending  acts,  provide 
for  the  creation  of  this  fund  which  the  city  and 
county  must  furnish. 

Steamer  "Monitor." 
Group  A,  Item  1. 

Statement  of  commission  untrue.  In  1915-16 
the  department  expended  for  seventeen  employees, 
including  the  matron  and  clerk  and  wharfinger 
on  the  pay  roll,  $15,441.2S.  The  salary  for  tha 
full  year  if  it  had  been  paid  would  have  been 
$16,991. 

The  1916-17  amount  allowed  by  Mayor  is  for 
seventeen  employees  upon  the  Steamer  "Monitor," 
including  the  matron  and  clerk  and  wharfinger, 
same  as  previous  year.  This  number  is  essential 
for  the  proper  handling  of  the  boat.  The  United 
States  Marine  law  provides  for  a  minimum  of 
service  for  steamers  of  this  size,  said  minimum  as 
has  been  stated  consists  of  master  and  pilot, 
mate  and  pilot,  chief  engineer,  one  licensed  assist- 
ant engineer,  two  firemen,  two  watchmen,  and 
four  deck  hands.  As  this  steamer  is  a  passenger 
'  steamer  and  also  engaged  in  the  carrying  of 
prisoners  to  and  from  the  Penal  Institutions  and 
inmates  to  and  from  the  Infirmary  at  Long  Island 
and  inmates  to  and  from  the  Suffolk  School  for 
Boys  at  Rainsford  Island,  additional  service  must 
be  had  in  order  that  the  boat  may  be  properly 
manned. 

In  case  of  accident  there  is  an  insufficient  num- 
ber to  manage  the  life  boats  and  life  raft  as  de- 
manded by  the  United  States  Marine  regulations, 
and  the  additional  service  requested  by  the  acting 
master  of  the  steamer  is  absolutely  essential  for 
the  safety  of  those  traveling  thereon.  Additional 
service  was  requested  by  communication  to  this 
office  by  the  master  of  the  steamer  as  of  December 
26,  1915,  when  a  request  for  more  service  was  made 
than  allowed.     (See  letter  appended.) 


Boston,  December  2(i,  1915. 
Hon.  David  B.  Shaw, 

Penal  Commissioner: 
Dear    Sir, — I   respectfully    ask    for    three   more 
deckhands  for  services  during  the  winter  months. 
Hoping  (lud    you  may  be  able  to  comply   with 
this  roquesl ,  I  am, 

Yours  respectfully, 

\r,  r        (  ':i[.i    I  in 

Statement  of  commission  relative  to  salary  paid 
wharfinger  'untrue.  The  wharfinger  wa  ap 
point  :d  lasi  year  at  a  salary  of  $900,  the  same  as 
received    l>y   his    predecessor,    who    was  removed 

ire   Nnyi ■mbi'i-   L3,   1915. 

Group  A,  Item  '2. 
The  amount  asked  for  temporary   i 
,   entiaJ 
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Group  A,  Item  3. 

Statement  of  Finance  Commission  untrue.    This 

amount  is  used  for  overtime  payments  for  actual 

service   rendered   the   department,    and   has   been 

approximately  this  amount  for  several  years  past. 

Group  B,  Item  13. 

The  telephone  in  office  at  wharf  is  in  use  by 
both  the  Penal  Department  and  Infirmary  De- 
partment, and  is  at  the  disposal  principally  of  the 
physicians  and  should  be  ready  at  all  times  for 
calls  from  the  Penal  Department  and  the  Infirmary 
Department  and  for  use  by  the  physicians  attend- 
ing the  hospital  at  Long  Island.  The  greater 
number  of  the  excess  calls  on  this  telephone 
should  be  rightfully  charged  to  the  Infirmary 
Department. 

Group  B,  Item  39. 

Statement  of  Finance  Commission  ridiculous. 
By  order  of  the  United  States  inspectors  this 
steamer  must  be  docked  each  year  in  order  that 
her  hull  and  boiler  may  be  examined  before  per- 
mit is  issued  for  the  new  year.  A  boat  in  this 
service  the  year  round  is  necessarily  in  need  of 
more  or  less  extensive  repairs,  repainting,  etc. 
These  repairs  cannot  be  estimated  in  full  until 
the  boat  has  been  removed  from  the  water  and 
thoroughly  examined,  as  per  experience  of  last 
year.  Already  requests  have  been  made  for 
repairs  that  will  greatly  exceed  the  amount  sug- 
gested by  the  Finance  Commission,  as  per  com- 
munication from  the  captain  dated  March  29, 
1916,  for  which  bids  have  already  been  solicited, 
and  also  for  steamer  hire  to  take  the  place  of  the 
"Monitor."  An  amount  greatly  in  excess  of  that 
recommended  by  the  Finance  Commission  will  be 
required. 

Boston,  March  29,  1910. 
Hon.  David  B.  Shaw, 

Penal  Institutions  Commissioner: 
Sir, — The  following  items  for  repairs  on  steamer 
"Monitor"  are  necessary  and  should  be  done  this 
year:  Calk  and  metal  hull;  install  a  Carley  life 
raft  in  place  of  the  old  cylinder  rafts;  repair  cop- 
ings to  house  on  starboard  side;  new  brass  hand 
rails  on  pilot  house;  repair  stern  and  build  addi- 
tion on  rudder;  repair  paddle  box,  which  has  been 
damaged  by  ice;  put  steering  engine  in  shape  and 
refasten  same;  new  chains  for  steering  gear;  re- 
pair guards,  and  other  things  may  develop  before 
we  haul  off  for  repairs;  the  wharf  needs  new 
planking  in  places;  the  electric  motors  on  wharf 
need  overhauling  in  order  to  cool  the  detention 
rooms  in  summer;  the  two  radiators  in  the  lower 
hall  have  rotted  the  deck  and  should  be  taken  up  , 
and  new  wood  put  under  them;  the  forward  deck 
under  the  bits  is  rotten  and  should  be  renewed, 
also  the  sills  to  the  main  saloon  are  quite  rotten  in 
many  places  but  may  go  over  until  another  year. 
The  repairs  needed  on  engine  and  boiler  are  specified 
in  a  report  I  sent  you  some  time  ago. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Fred  D.  Cook,  Captain. 

Group  D,  Item  1. — Supplies. 
Statement     of     Finance     Commission     absurd. 
Already  three  fifths  of  the  amount  recommended 
by  them  has   been   expended,  with   nine   months 
of  the  year  remaining. 

Group  E,  Item  9. 
Lack  of  knowledge  of  the  necessity  of  steamboat 
service  is  apparent  in  the  author  of  this  report. 
No  belting  of  any  kind  has  been  in  use  on  the 
steamer  "Monitor."  The  amount  estimated  is  for 
the  purchase  of  oil  cups,  gauges,  gauge  glasses, 
packing  and  other  material  used  upon  engines, 
pumps  and  steam  valves. 

Group  E,  Item  11. 
Lack  of  knowledge  is  again  apparent  on  the  part 
of  the  investigator.  Last  year  there  was  expended 
$201.47.  Grate  bars  must  be  replaced  every  year 
at  an  expense  exceeding  the  amount  recommended 
by  the  Finance  Commission.  Additional  castings, 
bars,  valves  and  packing  must  be  provided. 


Printing  Department. 

Boston,  April  13,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear    Sir, — Regarding    the     comment    of    the 
Finance    Commission    on    the    budget    estimate, 


Council  Proceedings,  B-29,  !$4,000,  would  respect- 
fully advise  your  Honor  that  the  amount  was 
asked  for  in  accordance  with  contracts  made  by 
the  City  Council  with  Mr.  Harnden,  the  official 
Council  stenographer,  and  Nella  Gilman  Crowley, 
for  "indexing.  Copies  of  these  contracts  I  send 
herewith. 

I  have  inquired  at  the  City  Clerk's  office  as  to 
the  correctness  of  their  statement  that  the  same 
indexing  done  by  Mrs.  Crowley  is  done  in  that 
office  and  have  been  informed  that  they  do  not 
compile  an  index  for  the  Council  Proceedings. 
So  that  it  would  appear  that  the  statement  of 
the  Finance  Commission  is  incorrect,  and  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  your  Honor  refer  the 
matter  to  the  City  Clerk's  office  for  report. 

The  contract  under  which  Mrs.  Crowley  is 
working  was  ordered  by  the  City  Council  under 
date  of  February  28,  1910. 

Extracts  from  the  Finance  Commission's  report 
and  from  the  hearings  on  the  budget  by  the  City 
Council  are  returned  herewith. 

Very  respectfully, 

William  J.  Casey,_ 
Superintendent  of  Printing. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Abraham  M.  Baltimore,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  defective  sidewalk  at  166 
Hanover  street. 

Helen  M.  Bemis,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for 
compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect  in 
Ernst  street. 

Duncan  Brash,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  by  a  defect  in  Perkins  street. 

C.  Brigham  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  by  a  city  team  at  corner  of 
Lowell  and  Causeway  streets. 

Constantine  Brodbine,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  clothing  by  a  projecting  wire  from  a 
fence  on  Washington  street,  near  East  Brookline 
street. 

Lucia  Covina,  for  compensation  for  injuries  re- 
ceived because  of  a  defect  in  sidewalk  at  149  Salem 
street. 

John  P.  Crowley,  to  be  paid  for  expense  incurred 
on  account  of  injuries  received  while  assisting  a 
police  officer  to  make  arrest. 

Kachador  Kamian,  for  compensation  for  win- 
dows broken  by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Robert  Carl  Schimmel,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  by  a  defect  in  roadway  at 
200-250  Columbus  avenue. 

Elizabeth  Frost,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property,  189  Metropolitan  avenue,  by  the  taking 
of  land  for  sidewalk  purposes. 

Samuel  Finkelstein,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim 
on  account  of  injuries  received  at  the  South  Ferry. 

John  Kraftic,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  on 
account  of  injuries  received  because  of  a  defect  in 
sidewalk  at  21  Lowell  street. 

Executive. 

Cecelia  G.  Dolan  el  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Tower 
street,  between  Hyde  Park  avenue  and  Forest  Hills 
Cemetery. 

Petitions  for  retirement  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 

Thomas  Hannon,  Daniel  Scannell. 

Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms, viz.: 

Park  &  Pollard  Company,  46  Canal  street; 
Max  H.  Lefkovitch,  Solomon  Gordon,  Bob  Smith. 

Isabelle  J.  E.  Stevens,  for  a  permit  for  certain 
children  to  appear  at  Whiton  Hall  on  evening  of 
May  2. 

Eva  Goldberg,  for  children  to  appear  at  Peabody 
House  April  26  and  27. 

Theresa  G.  O'Brien,  for  children  to  appear  at 
Boston  Arena  April  29. 


APPROVAL   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission of  approval  of  appointment  of  John  B. 
Martin  as  Election  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


APRIL    25,    1916. 
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TEMPORARY   LOCATION. 

A  copy  of  an  order  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  granting  temporary  location  on 
Alford  street  to  West  End  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany, 477th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILWAY   POLICEMAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Police  Depart- 
ment of  appointment  of  Ralph  H.  Kingsley  as 
railroad  policeman  for  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  Company. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Harrison  H.  Atwood,  keeping  of  gasolene,  61 
Alban  street. 

Alfred  L.  King,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
1513  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Estate  of  John  B.  Smith,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  Brookline,  Jersey  and  Lansdowne  streets. 

William  E.  Wilde,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
42  Charles  street,  Dorchester. 

Eastern  Feature  Film  Company  (Inc.),  keeping 
and  rental  of  moving  picture  films,  at  57-59 
Church  street. 

Herbert  S.  Frost,  keeping  of  gasolene,  668 
Dudley  street.    - 

Frank  H.  Wyman,  keeping  of  gasolene,  35  Dustin 
street. 

Thorwald  S.  Ross,  keeping  of  gasolene,  146 
Forest  Hills  street. 

Horace  E.  Goodrich,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, 73  Hano  street. 

Archibald  Waterman,  keeping  of  gasolene,  1020 
River  street,  Hyde  Park. 

Perry  Brothers,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
35  Stanhope  street. 

Motor  Mart  Garage,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, Tennyson  street,  side  of  Park  square. 

William  J.  Conlon,  keeping  of  gasolene,  224 
West  Newton  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


CLERK   HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Register  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  report  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws, 
certifying  that  persons  had  been  employed  in  his 
office  from  March  27  to  April  24,  and  that  work 
had  been  performed  to  the  amount  of  853,980.64. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

_  President  HAG  AN  submitted   reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  six  newsboys  and  five 
vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be  gianted. 
Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  busi- 
ness, No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  17,  of  Constables  of  the  City  of 
Boston  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  May  1, 
1916,  as  contained  in  Citv  Document  55. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  question  of  the  confirmation  of  constables, 
as  contained  in  City  Document  No.  55,  be  divided 
and  that  the  names  of  Louis  M.  Bianco,  William 
L.  Fernandez,  Owen  Gallagher,  Paul  R.  Gast, 
Edward  A.  Hewitt,  Frank  G.  Montague,  Andrew 
J.  Norton,  Samuel  Simon,  William  H.  Travers, 
Joseph  .!.•  Vogel  and  James  H.  Waugh  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  confirmation  of  the  constables  as  contained 
in  City  Document  55,  with  the  excerption  of  the 
ones  laid  on  the  table. 

Committee,  Coun.  Ballantyne  and  McDonald. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6,  and  the 
several  appointments  were  confirmed. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  2,  viz.: 


2.  Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  17,  of  Minor  Officers  paid  by  fees  for 
the  term  of  one  year  beginning  May  1,  1916,  as 
contained  in  City  Document  57. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee 
— Coun.  Kenny  and  Collins.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6,  and  the  several  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  March  13)  relative  to 
exchange  of  city  land  with  the  Forest  Hills  Ceme- 
tery Association — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  made  a  visit  kist  Friday 
afternoon  to  these  two  parcels  of  land,  and  at  the 
meeting  today  Mr.  Day  of  the  Law  Department 
was  present  and  conferred  with  the  committee  in 
regard  to  the  situation.  The  committee  voted 
that  it  was  a  good  trade  on  the  part  of  the  city  to 
transfer  the  city  land  on  Morton  street — 17,031 
square  feet,  assessed  at  $1,703.10 — for  the  land 
belonging  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Forest  Hills 
Cemetery,  Forest  Hills  street  and  Morton  street, 
containing  3,313  square  feet  and  assessed  at 
$828.25,  on  the  basis  of  25  cents  a  foot,  the 
proprietors  of  the  Forest  Hills  Cemetery  paying  to 
the  city  the  difference  between  the  two  assess- 
ments, .'$874.85.  The  committee  believes  that  this 
is  a  good  trade  for  the  city.  The  piece  which  the 
city  owns  juts  into  land  which  is  owned  by  the 
proprietors  of  Forest  Hills  Cemetery.  It  is  low 
land  and  of  no  use  to  the  city,  while  the  other 
piece  of  land  which  the  city  gets  in  return,  with  the 
additional  $874.85,  could  be  used  for  widening  the 
road  at  the  corner  of  Forest  Hills  street  and 
Morton  street.  The  committee  believes  that  this 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  given  its  first  read- 
ing and  passage,  yeas  6,  nays  0.  It  will  come  up 
for  final  reading  and  passage  later. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  March  27)  to  release 
restrictions  on  land  on  South  street  and  Arborway 
— that  the  order  ought  to  pass'. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— The  committee  on  its  visit 
last  Friday  saw  this  particular  piece  of  land,  and 
every  member  of  the  committee  present  felt  that 
the  restrictions  which  Mr.  Lannin  asked  to  have 
removed  should  be  removed.  The  restrictions 
were  put  on  in  1895  to  the  effect  that  a  suite  should 
cost  $4,000.  Mr.  Lannin  wants  to  build  there  and 
wishes  to  have  that  restriction  changed  from  $4,000 
per  suite,  apartment,  to  $2,500.  The  lot  of  land 
on  which  he  intends  to  build  is  on  the  easterly  side 
of  South  street,  near  the  Arborway,  near  Forest 
Hills  Station.  Mr.  Lannin  has  purchased  all  the 
buildings  adjoining  his  land  to  the  north,  and  to  the 
easterly  side  there  are  the  Elevated  Railway  tracks 
and  station  and  Mr.  Brady's  house  and  garage. 
I  understand  that  Mr.  Brady  does  not  object  to 
the  release  of  the  restrictions.  There  are  also  there 
the  Hood  stables.  To  the  north  of  the  land  owned 
by  Mr.  Lannin  is  a  fine  piece  of  property  built  and 
owned  by  him,  which  is  known  as  Fordham  Court. 
It  was  built,  I  understand,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$135,000.  Mr.  Lannin's  land  is  not  alone  near  the 
Hood  stables  and  the  Elevated  structure,  but 
there  are  car  tracks  on  two  sides  of  the  lot.  Mr. 
Lannin  intends  to  put  up  a  modern  building  with 
suites  of  about  four  rooms.  In  the  early  days 
suites  were  generally  of  six  or  eight  rooms.  Mr. 
Lannin  purchased  a  piece  of  property  on  the  oppo- 
site corner  of  South  street,  upon  which  there  are 
restrictions,  which  the  gentleman  owning  the  prop- 
erty a  few  years  ago  wished  to  have  removed  so 
that  he  could  put  stores  on  that  particular  corner. 
Mr.  Lannin  purchased  I  hat  corner  in  order  to  pic- 
vent  erection  of  any  stores  there.  The  building 
he  intends  to  erect  on  this  lot  of  land  will  bo  an 
improvement  to  the  district.  Mr.  Lannin  not 
only  has  the  Fordham  Court  but  ho  has  a  very  line 
piece  of  property  known  as  Arborway  Court,  and 
has  also  erected  nearby  a  garage  which  the  commit- 
tee saw  and  which  certainly  is  :i  oredit  not  alone  i>- 
Mr.  Lannin  but.  to  the  district  and  to  the  city. 
The  new  building  which  will  be  erected  on  this  plot 
of  land  will  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $125,000. 
Mr.  Lannin  feels  thai  it  will  in-  :i  "real  improve- 
ment, and  tin*  committee  agrees  with  him,  and 
the  committee  feels  thai  Hie  restrictions  should 
be  removed  so  that  he  can  build. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Report  accepted  and  order  given  its  first  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  6,  nays  0.  It  will  come  up  for 
final  reading  and  passage  later: 


FENCE  AROUND  BLAKE  HOUSE. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order—That  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place  a  suitable 
fence  around  the  Blake  House,  Dorchester. 

Passed.  .  . 


SIDEWALK,  ABBOT  STREET. 

■  Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  Nos.  2,  4,  6,  26  Abbot  street,  Ward  19, 
in  front  of  estates  bordering -thereon,  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and 
to  be  built  of  artificial  t  stone  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the 
Acts  of  1893. 
Passed. 


REMODELING  OF  COURT  BUILDING  FOR 
FIRE  HOUSES. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order- 
That  the  sum  of  $39,000  be  and  hereby  is  appro- 
priated to  be  expended  by  the  Fire  Commissioner 
for  remodeling  of  old  Municipal  Court  Building 
on  Dorchester  street  to  accommodate  Ladder 
Company  No.  5,  and  remodeling  house  of  Engine 
Company  No.  1  adjoining,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


REMODELING  ENGINE  HOUSE  NO.  8. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order- 
That  the  sum  of  $22,500  be  and  hereby  is  appro- 
priated to  be  expended  by  the  Fire  Commissioner 
for  the  remodeling  house  of  Engine  No.  S,  Salem 
street,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time, 
on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


RETIREMENT  OF  BOSTON  VETERANS. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order— That 
chapter  447  of  the  Acts  of  1912,  entitled  "  An  Act 
Relative  to  the  Retirement  of  Certain  Veterans  in 
the  Service  of  Cities  and  Towns,"  be  and  the  same 
hereby  is  accepted,  so  far  as  its  provisions  are 
applicable  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.57  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  4.37  p.  m.   . 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred 
today)  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
various  locations — that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Park  &  Pollard  Company,  Max  H.  Lefkovitch, 
Solomon  Gordon,  Bob  Smith. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  petitions  of  Isabelle  J.  E.  Stevens, 
Eva  Goldberg  and  Theresa  G.  O'Brien  (referred 
today)  for  permits  for  certain  children  to  appear  at 
various  places  of  amusement — that  permits  be 
granted. 


Report  accepted;  permits  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  petition  of  Ernest  L.  Porter  et  al. 
(referred  last  year)  for  sidewalks  on  Brooks  street, 
Ward  25 — recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Brooks  street, 
between  Faneuil  and  Hobart  streets,  Ward  25,  in 
front  of  the  estates'  bordering  thereon,  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts 
of  1893. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  petitions  of  Thomas  Hannon  and 
Daniel  Scannell  (referred  today)  to  be  retired  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914 — 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Thomas  Hannon,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  Daniel  Scannell,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  order  •  (referred  _  March  20)  for 
payment  of  annuity  to  Mrs.  Julia  L.  O'Toole — 
recommending  passage  of  order  in  the  following 
new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
147  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916,  Julia  L.  O'Toole, 
widow  of  Joseph  H.  O'Toole,  a  former  employee 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  be' paid  an  annuity  of  one 
half  of  the  average  compensation  paid  to  him 
each  year  during  the  last  three  years  of  his  em- 
ployment by  the  city,  this  annuity  to  continue  for 
a  period  not  exceeding  six  years,  and  to  cease  if 
the  said  Julia  L.  O'Toole  remarries.  Such  an- 
nuity to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  pay  roll  of  Regis- 
ter of  Deeds  (referred  today),  amounting  to 
$3,980.64 — that  the  same  be  ordered  paid. 

Report  accepted;  pay  roll  approved  and  ordered 
paid. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Coun.  COLLINS 
asked  that  the  following  letter  be  printed: 

Committee  on  County  Accounts, 

Boston,  April  24,  1916. 
Gentlemen, — On  the  pay  roll  of  this  department 
for  the  month  of  April  there  have  been  no  changes 
in  the   number   or   compensation   of  regular   em- 
ployees as  compared  with  the    preceding  pay  roll. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  T.  A.  Fit/.gerald, 

Register. 


SIDEWALK,  BIRCH    STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  Coun.  COULTHURST, 
offered  an  order — That  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of 
Birch  street,  between  Penfield  and  Corinth  streets, 
Ward  23,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon, 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437 
of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meet- 
ing, hoping  that  the. same  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Adjourned  at  4-44  p.  m.,.  on  motion  of  Coun. 
'  KENNY,  to  meet  on  Monday,   May  8,  at  three 
o'clock  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Tuesday,  May  2,  1916. 

Special  meeting  held  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  jurors,  President  HAGAN  in  the  chair, 
and  a  quorum  present. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

Ninety-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Third  Session,  to  appear  May  15,  1916. 

George  T.  Cotton,  Ward  23;  Eben  Cunningham 
Bamberry,  Ward  22;  Daniel  D.  Long,  Ward  16; 
John  Doherty,  Ward  20;  Alfred  D.  Allen,  Ward  19; 
Hiram  E.  B.  Waldron,  Ward  26;  Edward  J.  Mc- 
Manus,  Ward  4;  George  A.  Bruhm,  Ward  24; 
Martin  J.  Day,  Ward  9;  Sam  Bornstein,  Ward  9; 
Nicholas  P.  Danner,  Ward  21;  William  H.  Young, 
Ward  23;  Edward  Houghton,  Ward  21;  William  F. 
Doolan,  Ward  21;  Henry  Bosinger,  Ward  22; 
Henry  Miller,  Ward  21;  Stanley  B.  Hersey,  Ward 
20;  James  McDonald,  Ward  22;  Phillip  F.  Dresser, 
Ward  22;  James  Long,  Ward  8;  Thomas  J.  Francis, 
Ward  21;  George  S.  Morse,  Ward  20;  Edward  F. 
Fleming,  Ward  1;  George  L.  Huber,  Ward  19; 
Walter  F.  Hayes,  Ward  16;  Max  Bloom,  Ward  2; 
Frank  A.  Castle,  Ward  16;  Joseph  P.  McDonough, 


Ward  2;  George  F.  Berry,  Ward  19;  Winslow  L. 
Pugsley,  Ward  22;  Robert  M.  Jones,  Ward  10; 
John  J.  Lynch,  Ward  20;  Charles  F.  Mackenzie, 
Ward  19;  Alvin  C.  Noyes,  Ward  20;  William  Henry 
Hurley,  Ward  9;  Ralph  W.  Gray,  Ward  8;  Martin 
O'Mally,  Ward  5;  Francis  T.  Sullivan,  Ward  13; 
Frank  P.  Brown,  Ward  1;  Ulysses  Frediani,  Ward 
17;  Peter  Kolf,  Ward  22;  Charles  P.  Washburn, 
Ward  11;  Frank  M.  Strout,  Ward  4;  Patrick  F. 
Brennan,  Ward  6;  Thomas  J.  Matthews,  Ward  16; 
Robert  Cochrane,  Ward  26;  Frederick  Howard, 
Ward  12;  William  F.  Butler,  Ward  20;  Myer 
Finkelstein,  Ward  8;  Dennis  Hurley,  Ward  24; 
Henry  W.  Bird,  Ward  11;  Lambert  J.  Reynolds, 
Ward  19;  James  W.  Murphy,  Ward  2;  Arthur 
Coombs,  Ward  20;  Thomas  F.  Dwyer,  Ward  20; 
Arthur  V.  Diettrich,  Ward  22;  George  W.  Black- 
more,  Ward  21;  Henry  H.  Rogers,  Ward  21;  John 
H.  Hester,  Ward  18;  John  A.  Hanlon,  Ward  24; 
Austin  H.  Trefry,  Ward  16;  Frederick  G.  Jansen, 
Ward  25;  John  J.  Madden,  Ward  21;  Harry  E. 
Stevens,  Ward  26;  George  F.  Frizzell,  Ward  14; 
Walter  M.  Bacon,  Ward  20;  William  Anthes, 
Ward  9;  John  W.  McDermott,  Ward  16;  Edward 
C.  Smith,  Ward  9;  Matthew  E.  O'Gorman,  Ward 
22;  John  H.  McCarthy,  Ward  14;  James  Atherton, 
Ward  11;  James  F.  Furlong,  Ward  18;  John  L. 
Wightman,  Ward  4;  Thomas  B.  Coveney,  Ward  20; 
M.  William  Masterson,  Ward  17;  Nathan  Fine, 
Ward  2;  Barnet  Silverstein,  Ward  8;  Arthur  W. 
Hill,  Ward  1;  Hubbard  C.  Haskell,  Ward  4;  Dodo 
Vuilo,  Ward  6;  Clyde  L.  Carter,  Ward  24;  Samuel 
B.  Haynes,  Ward  21;  Frank  O.  Fall,  Ward  3; 
John  F.  Eichorn,  Ward  12;  James  F.  O'Brien, 
Ward  15;  Edwin  L.  Reed,  Ward  21;  Daniel  F. 
Casey,  Ward  13;  Edward  Frye,  Ward  20;  Thomas 
W.  Nicoll,  Ward  21 ;  George  A.  H.  Brehm,  Ward  19. 


Adjourned  at  2.27  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  8,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the    chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Coleman  and  Coulthurst. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  terms  ending  April  30,  1917,  viz.: 

1.  Norris  G.  Tuch,  117  Howland  street,  Rox- 
bury,  to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

2.  Bernard  Park,  102  Nightingale  street,  Dor- 
chester, to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

3.  Weldon  A.  Duley,  56  Bickerstaff  street, 
Boston,  to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

•  4.  Joseph  P.  Donahoe,  10  Draper  street,  Dor- 
chester, to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

5.  Max  Posner,  125  Homestead  street,  Rox- 
bury,  to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

6.  "Wilbur  Cullen,  376  Norfolk  street,  Dor- 
'  Chester,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

7.  Alex  M.  Lyall,  56  London  street,  East 
Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

8.  Edward  A.  Smith,  13  Park  road,  Belmont,  a 
Weigher  of  Coal. 

9.  Charles  R.  Junkins,  645  East  Seventh  street, 
South  Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

10.  Peter  F.  Kerr,  95  Bennington  street,  East 
Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Maverick  Mills. 

11.  John  McGuire,  71  Athol  street,  Allston,  a 
Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


ERECTION  OF  FENCE,  BLAKE  HOUSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  8,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion received  from  the  Park  and  Recreation  Com- 
mission, in  reply  to  the  order  passed  by  your  honor- 
able body  on  April  25,  1916,  relative  to  the  erection 
of  a  fence  around  the  Blake  House,  -  which  is 
respectfully  referred  for  your  consideration. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

May  3,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  order  passed  bv  the 
City  Council  on  April  25,  1916,  that  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Commissioners  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place  a  suitable  fence 
around  the  Blake  House,  Dorchester,  I  would 
respectfully  state  that  in  making  up  our  estimates 
in  the  segregated  budget  we  did  not  include  an 
amount  for  this  purpose.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
necessary  to  ask  the  City  Council  for  an  appro- 
priation of  six  hundred  (600)  dollars,  the  amount 
which  our  engineer  estimates  it  will  cost  to  place 
a  fence  around  this  house. 

Very  truly  yours, 
John  H.  Dillon,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


MONEY  FOR  STREET  RECONSTRUCTION, 
ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  26,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  act  recently  passed  by 
the  Legislature,  ten  cents  on  each  81,000  of  the 


valuations  upon  which  appropriations  are  based, 
has  become  available  to  the  city  for  general  pur- 
poses. As  it  is  highly  important  that  the  work 
of  street  reconstruction  and  repair  be  begun  at 
once,  I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  expense  of  recon- 
structing and  repairing  streets,  by  contract,  the 
sum  of  $  153,802  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  specially 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  stated,  and  that  said 
amount  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  polls  and 
estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF  VARIOUS  CITY 
DEPARTMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  26,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
of  the  City  Auditor  relative  to  the  financial  con- 
dition of  those  departments  here  enumerated,  and 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil make  immediate  provision  for  the  maintenance 
of  these  departments  either  by  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  entire  year  for  such  departments,  or 
by  making  special  appropriations  to  carry  them 
temporarily  pending  the  passage  of  the  general 
appropriation  bill. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Auditing  Department,  April  26,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir,-— Chapter  320  of  the  Acts  of  1889  provides: 
"That  at  the  beginning  of  the  financial  year,  to 
meet  the  liabilities  of  the  several  departments 
incurred  in  the  carrying  on  of  the  work  entrusted  to 
them,  until  the  city  government  shall  otherwise 
order,  expenditures  may  be  made,  liabilities  may  be 
incurred  and  payments  made  from  the  treasury 
from  any  funds  therein,  and  the  treasurer  may 
borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  to  provide 
funds.  Such  expenditures  and  liabilities  shall  not 
exceed  for  each  department  one-third  the  entire 
amount  appropriated  for  the  department  the 
previous  year." 

The  following  departments  and  courts  have 
reached  the  limit  and  no  further  payments  can  be 
made  until  the  annual  appropriation  bill  is  passed: 

Consumptives'  Hospital  Department. 

Law  Department. 

Licensing  Board. 

County  Buildings. 

Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session. 

Registry  of  Deeds. 

Municipal  Court,  Charlestown  District. 

Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  District. 

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District. 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District. 

In  the  case  of  the  Charlestown,  Dorchester  and 
Roxbury  courts  the  salaries  for  services  rendered  in 
the  month  of  April  cannot  be  paid  and  the  janitors 
of  the  county  buildings  can  have  only  two-thirds 
of  the  amount  due  them. 

Respectfully, 
J.  Alfred  Mitchell,  City  Auditor. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


COMPLETION    OF    STRANDWAY,     SOUTH 
BOSTON. 
The  following  wa9  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  8,   1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  bog  to  submit  herewith  report  of 

the  Park  and  Recreation  Department  relative  to 

the  completion  of  the  Strandway  at  South  Boston. 

This   matter   has  been  under  consideration  for 

many   years   and   its   adoption   will   result  in   the 


LIO 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


reclamation  of  some  fifty  acres  of  land  which, 
today,  is  both  unsanitary  and  a  menace  to  public 
health. 

The  completion  of  the  South  Shore  Boulevard,  as 
planned  by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 
will,  in  all  probability,  bo  undertaken  during  the 
present  year,  and  it  is  essential  that  the  improve- 
ments here  recommended  be  commenced  at  the 
earliest  possible  date. 

I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

April  24,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Inclosed  please  find  estimate  of  cost 
of  constructing  Strandway  substantially   as  indi- 
cated on  plan  by  Olmsted  Brothers,  as  submitted 
by  our  engineer,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Putnam. 
Very  truly  yours, 
John  H.  Dillon,  Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

April  20,  1916. 

Estimate  of  Cost  of  Constructing  Strandway 
Substantially  as  Indicated  on  Plan  by  Olm- 
sted Brothers,  Dated  February  26,   1916. 

1,170,000    cubic   vards   filling   dredged   from   Old 
Harbor  @  $0.30 $351,000  00 

Bulkhead  on  southeast  boundary 10,000  00 

32,000  cubic  yards  loam  @  $1.25 40,000  00 

3,200  cubic  yards  excavation  in  road- 
way @  $1 3,200  00 

Subgrading  playground,    50    acres   @ 

$100 5,000  00 

Subgrading  roadways,  7,000  linear  feet 

@  $1 7,000  00 

30,000  square  vards  permanent  pave- 
ments @  $2.20 66,000  00 

16,000  square  yards  permanent  walks 

@,  $1.25 20,000  00 

1,600  linear  feet  granite  curb  moved 

and  reset  @  $0.25 .  .; 400  00 

34,000    square  yards  granolithic  walk 

@,  $1.25 42,500  00 

Dredging  channel  from  Castle  Island 

to  Marine  Park 3,000  00 

70° catch-basins  @  $50,  $3,500  00 
8,600  linear     feet     8-inch 

drain  @  $0.50. .  .     4,300  00 

7,800  00 

Seeding  and  Planting: 

500  pounds    grass    seed 

@  $0.30 $150  00 

425  cords  manure  @  $6,    2,550  00 

2,000  trees  @  $0.50 1,000  00 

Labor,  seeding   and 

planting 3,300  00 

7,000  00 

4,000  square  yards  surfacing 

on   children's   play- 
ground @  $0.15 600  00 

1,900  linear  feet  fence  around 
children's  play- 
ground @  $2 3,800  00 

$567,300  00 

Children's  sanitary $7,000  00 

Moving  shelters 200  00 

Bath    house    on    new    Mc- 

Kenzie  Beach 25,000  00 

32,200  00 


$599,500  00 
C.  E.  Putnam,  Engineer. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $599,000  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Commission  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Strandway  and  Old  Harbor,  South  Boston, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  On  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certi- 
ficates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 
The    following    petitions    were    received    and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz: 


Claims. 

Francis  W.  Adams,  that  the  city  repair  brick 
wall  in  rear  of  755  Tremont  street,  damaged  by  a 
city  team. 

Laura  F.  Allston,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for 
damages  sustained  by  a  defect  in  Roslin  street. 

Bay  State  Dredging  and  Constructing  Company, 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  scow  by  the  ferry- 
boat "D.  D.  Kelly." 

Chester  L.  Brennan,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  308  Broadway  by  leak  in  water  pipe. 

Herman  Cohen,  for  compensation  for  damage  by 
sewage  at  287,  289,  291  and  293  Hanover  street. 

Thomas  Conners,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  a  defect  at  242  West  Third  street. 

Annie  Del  Gaudio,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  at  19  North  square. 

William  Duncanson,  alias  William  Armstrong, 
for  compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  Fire  Depart- 
ment apparatus. 

•John  A.  DeVito,  for  refund  of  portion  of  fee  paid 
for  occupation  of  street  at  985  Bennington  street. 

J.  Walter  Farrell,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  automobile  by  a  defect  in  Isabella  street. 

Edward  Garnett,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  obstruction  in  the  Sharp  School. 

William  Johnson,  for  compensation  for  damages 
caused  by  the  shutting  off  of  water  at  66  Kendall 
street,  Roxbury. 

Trustees  under  the  will  of  Eben  D.  Jordan,  for 
compensation  for  damages  at  85  Bedford  street  by 
Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Delia  Lynch,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  a  fall  on  Rochester  street.  ; 

"William  Lynde,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  for 
damages  sustained  near  the  junction  of  Columbia 
road  and  Richfield  street. 

Bridget  McDonough,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim 
on  account  of  injuries  cuased  by  a  defect  in  the 
highway.  , 

Thomas  Mulhern,  to  be  refunded  a  certain 
amount  paid  bv  him  for  water  taxes  at  172,  172A, 
172B  and  174  Blue  Hill  avenue.        _       ...... 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Tutela,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  and  for  damage  to  clothing  by  a  fall  at  27 
Prince  street. 

Frederick  H.  Verhoeff,  M.  D.,  for  compensation 
for  damages  to  automobile  by  a  wagon  of  the  San- 
itary Division. 

Letterio  Zona,  to  be  paid  for  a  wagon  destroyed 
by  a  city  team.  .  . 

"Catherine  J.  Hannon,  for  hearing  on  her  claim  on 
account  of  injuries  received. 

Executive. . 

Petitions  for  licenses  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms, viz.: 

Moses  Bahn,  66  Merrimac  street,  Ward  5. 

Samuel  Benjamin,  67  Eliot  street,  Ward  5. 

Leo  B.  Cohen,  251  Hanover  street,  Ward  5. 

Frederick  H.  Doell,  11  Dock  square,  Ward  5. 

Eagle  Loan  Office,  55  Green  street,  Ward  5. 

Fishman  Brothers,  52  Shawmut  avenue,  Ward  5. 

Simon  Freedman,  64  Salem  street,  Ward  5. 

Iver  Johnson  Sporting  Goods  Company,  155 
Washington  street,  Ward  5. 

Jacob  H.  Kahn,  150  and  152  Mam  street,  Ward  3. 

Simon  Miller,  115  Portland  street,  Ward  5. 

William  Read  &  Sons  (Inc.),  364  Washington 
street,  Ward  5.  TrT     , 

S   Robinson  &  Co.,  140  Eliot  street,  Ward  8. 

Rosenberg  &  Maybury,  144  Northampton  street, 
Ward  13 

Meyer  Rubin,   76,   78  and  80  Pleasant  street, 

Ward  8.  TT  .    _  '  ,    _ 

Jennie  Silverstein,  285  Hanover  street,  Ward   5. 

Joseph  Sonnabend,  2136  Washington  street, 
Ward  12.  -  ■•„        , 

South  Boston  Loan  Company,  209  Broadway, 
Ward  9.  '     TT  .      ' 

Tosi    Music    Company,    279    Hanover    street, 

Harris  Wilensky,  38  and  40  Pleasant  street, 
Ward  5.  . 

Petitions  for  retirement  under  provisions  of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914,  viz  : 

William  Cotter  and  Edward  J.  Martin. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 

"^Boston' Newsboys  Club,  Copley  Hall,  May  12, 

Isabel  Florence,  Jordan  Hall,  evening  of  May  27. 
Mme.  Maria  Caporello,  Mechanics  Hall,  evemng 
of  May  17. 


MAY    8,    1916. 


Ill 


Helena  Tortorella,  Boston  College  Hall,  evening 
of  May  11. 

Daniel  Bloomficld,  director,  Copley-Plaza  Hotel 
Hall,  May  6.  , 

Rebecca  G.  Heiman,  Winsor  School  Hall,  May  6, 
1916, 

Margaret  J.  Butler,  Mechanics  Building,  May  6. 

Elizabeth  N.  Driscol!,  Whiton  Hall,  evening  of 
Junq  12. 

J.  Jefferson  Richards,  Copley-Plaza  Hall,  evening 
of  May  26. 

Clarence  A.  Heffler.  Dudley  Street  Opera  House, 
evening  of  May  25. 

Alice  Ready  Jordan,  Huntington  Chambers 
Hall,  evening  of  May  12. 


UNCLAIMED   BAGGAGE. 

Boston    &    Maine    Railroad,    for   leave    to    sell 
articles  of  unclaimed  baggage. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  following  constables' 
bonds,  viz.: 

Joseph  K.  Barnes,  David  Belson,  George  W. 
Brooker,  Sherman  H.  Calderwood,  Raffaele  Came- 
Iio,  Daniel  B.  Carmody,  William  K.  Coburn, 
Robert  J.  Dooley,  George  G.  Drew,  Frank  R. 
Farrell,  James  Fraser,  Harris  Friedberg,  Paul  R. 
Gast,  James  W.  Gilmore,  George  W.  Green,  William 
C.  Gregory,  Charles  M.  Griffin,  Joseph  Guttentag, 
Charles  F.  Hale,  George  J.  Hanley,  Walter  Isidor, 
Clarence  H.  Knowlton,  James  P.  Kelly,  Antonio 
Longarini,  Salvatore  Maffei,  James  E.  McCann, 
Daniel  J.  McGillicuddy,  Thomas  E.  McK'enna, 
William  H.  Murphy,  Arthur  W.  Nickerson,  William 
I.  Paine,  Hector  Palladino,  John  J.  Pendoley, 
Benjamin  F.  Powell,  Robert  Reid,  St.  Clare  H. 
Richardson,  Filippo  Silvano,  Abraham  Susan, 
William  F.  Swain,  William  H.  Swift,  Fred  G. 
Trask,  Joseph  J.  Twitchell,  Jeremiah  A.  Twomey, 
John  F.  Welch,  Martin  Welch,  Frank  Yennaco. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  H.  Staples  Potter, 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  section  8  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of 
1909,  of  interest  in  firm  making  contract  with  the 
Supply  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL    OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission of  approval  of  the  following  appointments 
by  the  Mayor,  viz.: 

Joseph  P.  Manning,  Hospital  Trustee. 

Thomas  D.  O'Connor,  Schoolhouse  Com- 
missioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor,  certified  copies  of  the  same 
having  been  submitted  to  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission, viz.: 

William  F.  Kenney,  Library  Trustee. 

James  E.  Cole,  Wire  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS    OF    RAILROAD    POLICE. 

Notice  was  receive! I  from  tin-  I'olire  Department 
of  appointment  of  John  II.  Kellcy  anil  l.wu  ollicis 
as  railroad  police  on  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  .v 
Lynn  Railroad. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Police  Department 
of  appointment  of  Oscar  Gerrig  as  railroad  police 
on  the  Boston,  Bevere  Beach  &  Lynn    Railroad. 

Placed  on  file. 


RELEASE  OF  RAILROAD  POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  that  Walter  S.  Thom 
is  no  longer  employed  as  railroad  police  officer. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  that  Patrick  J.  Connors  and 
Charles  Shatz  were  no  longer  employed  as  railway 
police  officers. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICES  OF  ORGANIZATION. 

The  following  notices  of  organization  of  various 
city  boards  were  received,  viz.: 

Board  of  Assessors. — Edward  D.  Daily  as 
chairman  and  Charles  E.  Folsom  as  secretary. 

Cemetery  Trustees. — Charles  E.  Phipps,  chair- 
man; Jacob  R.  Morse',  vice  chairman;  John 
Frank  Keating,  secretary;  Leonard  W.  Ross, 
general  superintendent. 

City  Planning  Board. — Ralph  A.  Cram,  chair- 
man;  Elisabeth  M.  Herlihy,  secretary. 

City  Hospital  Trustees. — A.  Shuman,  president; 
Joseph  P.  Manning,  secretary. 

Sinking  Funds  Commissioners. — James  W. 
Dunphy,  chairman;  Charles  H.  Slattery,  treasurer; 
J.  Alfred  Mitchell,  secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRACK  LOCATIONS. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  granting  track  locations 
as  follows: 

United  Drug  Company,  Bryant  street,  second 
location. 

West  End  Street  Railway  Company,  South 
street,  478th  location. 

Ordered  printed  and  placed  on  file. 


TRANSPORTATION  OF  MOLASSES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  that  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  be  given  permission  to  transport  molasses 
over  a  section  of  its  tracks  in  Boston  and  Cambridge. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONDITION  OF  STREETS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Francis 
R.  Bangs,  president  of  Real  Estate  Exchange  and 
Auction  Board  of  Boston,  that  the  opinion  of 
said  exchange  is  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance that  the  streets  of  Boston  should  be  put  in 
good  condition,  and  that  sufficient  money  should 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose.  The  exchange 
feels  that  ample  funds  can  be  provided  through 
careful  scrutiny  of  the  various  items  of  the  budget 
and  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation  of  the 
efforts  of  the  City  Council  and  offers  its  assistance 
if  any  should  be  required. 

Placed  on  file. 


REGULATIONS     CONCERNING      INFLAM- 
MABLE FLUIDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Fiie  Prevention  Commissioner, 

Boston,  May  2,  1916. 
Mr.  James  Donovan, 

'  City  Clerk: 
Dear  Sir, — We  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
amendment  established  April  17,  1916,  to  section  6 
of  the  regulations  governing  the  transportation, 
storage,  sale  and  use  of  volatile  inflammable  fluids 
and  the  construction  ami  maintenance  of  garages 
in  connection  therewith,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Structures  composed  of  units  even  though  they 
be  Separated  IV inn-  another  by  unpierecd  lire- 
proof  walls,  floor  anil  ceilings,  ami  have  a  capacity 
fur  not  more  than  two  automobiles  in  each  unit, 
must  hi-  licensed  for  the  storage,  use,  or  sale  of 
gasolene  by  the  Board  of  Mayor  ami  Aldermen,  or 
the  official  or  officials  having  similar  power  in  the 
cities,  or  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  in  tin'  towns." 

Yours  very  truly, 

M  van    E.  Lake,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  (ile. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Gardner  K.  Pettee,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
373  Adams  street,  Dorchester. 

Carrie  Horn,  keeping  of  gasolene,  101  Ardalc 
street,  West  Roxbury. 

William  G.  Seavey,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
616  Blue   Hill  avenue,  Dorchester. 

Henry  B.  Terry,  keeping  of  gasolene,  21  Central 
avenue,  Hyde  Park. 

The  Texas  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, Factory  street,  Hyde  Park. 

Jenney  Manufacturing  Company,  keeping, 
storage,  manufacturing  and  sale  of  petroleum  and 
its  products  at  First  street,  between  D  and  E 
streets. 

Harriet  A.  Baldwin,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
north  side  of  Glenville  terrace,  Allston. 

Lenox  Motor  Car  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  corner  Hyde  Park  avenue  and  Factory 
street. 

Jenney  Manufacturing  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  petroleum  and  its  products  at  8  India  street 
and  146  Milk  street. 

John  Varnerin,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  16 
May  wood  street,  Roxbury. 

Perrin,  Seamans  &  Co.,  keeping  and  sale  of  dyna- 
mite, exploders  and  caps,  57  Oliver  street. 

J.  C.  Pushee  &  Sons,  keeping  of  gasolene,  3 
Randolph   street. 

Herbert  L.  Cross,  keeping  of  gasolene,  33  bpauld- 
ing  street,  Dorchester. 

Gardner  B.  Williams,  keeping  of  gasolene,  481 
Summer  street,  South  Boston. 

Wendell  L.  Nichols,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
118  West  Brookline  street. 

Linscott  Motor  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  31  Whittier  street,  Roxbury. 

Francis  H.  Dillon,  keeping  of  gasolene,  16  Wood 
street,   Charlestown. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  sixteen  newsboys  and 
three  vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HARBOR, 
DORCHESTER  BAY. 

Coun  KENNY  offered  an  order — That  chapter 
274  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916,  entitled  "An  Act 
to  Provide  for  the  Improvement  by  the  City  of 
Boston  of  the  Old  Harbor  Part  of  Dorchester 
Bay"  be  and  hereby  is  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REMOVAL   OF   CITY    REFUSE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  submitted  the  following: 
City  of  Boston, 
In  the  year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 

An  Ordinance  Concerning  Removal  of  Refuse. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows:  ,    ,      -n 

Section  one  of  chapter  twenty-eight  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter 
three  of  the  Ordinances  of  1916,  is  hereby  further 
amended  by  inserting  after  the  word  "watered"  in 
the  tenth  line  of  said  section  the  following  words: 
"shall  remove  and  dispose  of,  at  the  expense  of  the 
Public  Works  Department,  all  refuse  from  buildings 
occupied  by  the  city."  . 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  this 
ordinance  simply  provides  for  the  removal  of  refuse 
from  city  buildings.  The  ordinance,  as  it  reads  now, 
calls  for  the  removal  of  rubbish  from  dwellings  by 
the  Public  Works  Department.  From  mercantile 
buildings,  stores,  etc.,  the  department  removes 
rubbish  at  a  charge  of  about  seven  cents  a  barrel, 
and  the  same  rule  applies,  by  the  strict  wording  of 
the  ordinance,  to  all  our  public  buildings  used  for 
other  than  residential  purposes.  We  have,  in  con- 
sidering the  budget  for  the  first  few  weeks,  come 
across  an  item  in  almost  every  one  of  the  depart- 
ments for  the  removal  of  ashes  and  dirt.     In  my 


estimation  that  is  a  source  of  expense  in  the  nature 
of  bookkeeping  and  if  the  Public  Works  Department 
could  arrange  to  remove  all  such  ashes  it  certainly 
would  not  cost  the  city  any  more  and  probably 
might  result  in  a  saving  in  some  cases  where  the 
work  is  let  out  by  contract.  I  suggest  that  this  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  and  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  asked  to 
come  before  the  committee. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


PAYMENT   OF   CITY   EMPLOYEES   BY 
CHECK. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
City  Treasurer  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  inform  the  City  Council: 

1.  What  action,  if  any,  he  has  taken  relative  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Commission 
made  in  December,  1915,  in  the  matter  of  paying 
the  salaries  of  city  employees  by  check. 

2.  What  would  be  the  estimated  cost  of  es- 
tablishing the  check  system  for  payment  of  em- 
ployees on  monthly  pay  rolls. 

3.  What  would  be  the  estimated  cost  of 
establishing  the  cheek  system  for  payment  of  all 
city  employees. 

4.  What  would  be  the  saving,  if  any,  after  the 
cost  of  installing  machines,  etc.,  in  transportation 
and  other  expenses  if  all  employees  were  paid  by 
check,  and,  in  the  case  of  school  teachers,  policer 
men,  firemen,  laborers,  etc.,  if  all  the  checks  for 
each  school,  station,  fire  house,  or  division,  were  sent 
by  mail  or  messenger  to  the  respective  buildings 
or  yards. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  Nos.  1,  2  and  3, 
unfinished  business,  viz. : 

Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  25,  of  Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
viz.: 

1.  William  McCarthy. 

2.  Arthur  R.  Towle  and  John  J.  Fay  (con- 
nected with  official  positions  and  to  serve  without 
bonds).  . 

3.  Action  on  appointment,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  25,  of  Alfred  E.  Nutter  to  be  a  Weigher 
of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  the  two  constables  mentioned  on  this  calendar 
were  among  those  approved  at  the  last  meeting, 
but  their  names  were  omitted  by.error. 

Committee — Coun.  Ballantyne  and  Attridge. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6,  and  the 
several  appointments  were  confirmed. 


'     TRANSFER  TO  CENTRAL  LIBRARY. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  4,  unfinished 
business,  viz.:  . 

4  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  appropriation  for  Central  Library 
Building  Addition,  Site,  amounting  to  $5,305.16, 
to  the  appropriation  for  Central  Library  Building 
Addition,  etc. 

On  April  17  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  7,  nays  0. 

TRANSFER  TO  CHELSEA  BRIDGE  SOUTH. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  5,  unfinished 
business,  viz: 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  unexpended  balance  for 
Chelsea  North  Bridge,  amounting  to  $16,867.64, 
be  transferred  to  the  appropriation  for  Chelsea 
Bridge  South,  and  that  this  sum,  together  with  the 
amount  now  available  for  Chelsea  Bridge  South, 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  making  surveys, 
borings,  engineering  studies  and  plans  of  new  per- 
manent Chelsea  South  Bridge. 

On  April  17  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0.  .  " 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  7,  nays  0. 
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ALL-YEAR  BATH  HOUSE,  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  6,  unfinished 
business,  viz: 

6.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  forty  thousand 
dollars  ($40,000)  be  appropriated  to  be  expended 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  for  the 
alteration  of  the  building  formerly  used  for  Police 
Station  No.  6,  South  Boston,  into  an  all-the-year- 
round  bath  house,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

On  April  17  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  7,  nays  0. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF  PEARCE   FIELD 
PLAYGROUND. 

President  HAGAN,  forCoun.  Coulthurst,  offered 
an  order — That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
($5,000)  be  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners  for  the 
improvement  and  putting  in  condition  of  the 
Pearce  Field  Playground,  Roslindale,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
hereby  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on 
the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MEMORANDA   CONCERNING   STREET 
REPAIRS. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order— That  the 
Finance  Commission  be  requested  to  submit  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  any  memoranda  or 
data  in  its  possession  showing  the  streets  of  the 
city  which  are  in  need  of  repair. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.20  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BAL.LANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President 
at  5.28  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  of 
William  Cotter  and  Edward  J.  Martin  for  retire- 
ment from  labor  service  of  city,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914 — recommending  pas- 
sage of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Labor- 
ers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1915,  William  Cotter,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Labor- 
ers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1915,  Edward  J.  Martin,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Cemetery 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
licenses  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at  various 
locations — recommending  that  licenses  be  granted, 
viz.: 

Moses  Bahn,  66  Merrimac  street,  Ward  5. 
Samuel  Benjamin,  67  Eliot  street,  Ward  5. 
Leo  B.  Cohen,  251  Hanover  street.  Ward  5. 
Frederick  H.  Doell,  11  Dock  square,  Ward  5. 
Eagle  Loan  Office,  55  Green  street,  Ward  5. 
Fishman  Brothers,  52  Shawmut  avenue,  Ward  5. 
Simon  Freedman,  64  Salem  street,  Ward  5. 


Iver  Johnson  Sporting  Goods  Company,  155 
Washington  street,  Ward  5. 

Jacob  H.  Kahn,  150  and  152  Main  street,  Ward  3. 
Simon  Miller,  115  Portland  street,  Ward  3. 
William   Read  &  Sons   (Inc.),   364  Washington 

S.  Robinson  &  Co.,  140  Eliot  street,  Ward  6. 

Rosenberg  &  Maybury,  144  Northampton  street, 
Ward  13. 

Meyer  Rubin,  76,  78  and  80  Pleasant  street, 
Ward  8. 

Jennie  Silverstein,  285  Hanover  street,  Ward  5. 

Joseph  Sonnabend,  2136  Washington  street,  Ward 
12. 

South  Boston  Loan  Company,  209  Broadway. 

Tosi  Music  Company,  279  Hanover  street, 
Ward  5. 

Harris  Wilensky,  38  and  40  Pleasants  street, 
Ward  5. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

(3)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — recom- 
mending that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Boston  Newsbovs'  Club,  Copley  Hall,  May  12, 
1916. 

Isabel  Florence,  Jordan  Hall,  evening  of  May  27. 

Mme.  Maria  Caporello,  Mechanics  Hall,  evening 
of  May  17. 

Helena  Tortorella,  Boston  College  Hall,  evening 
of  May  11. 

Daniel  Bloomfield,  director,  Copley-Plaza  Hotel 
Hall,  May  6. 

Rebecca  G.  Heiman,  Winsor  School  Hall,  May 
6,  1916. 

Margaret  J.  Butler,  Mechanics  Building,  May  6. 

Elizabeth  N.  Driscoll,  Whiton  Hall,  evening  of 
June  12. 

J.  Jefferson  Richards,  Copley-Plaza  Hall,  evening 
of  May  26. 

Clarence  A.  Hefner,  Dudley  Street  Opera  House, 
evening  of  May  25. 

Alice  Ready  Jordan,  Huntington  Chambers  Hall, 
evening  of  May  12. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
chapter  274  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Improvement  by  the 
City  of  Boston  of  the  Old  Harbor  Part  of  Dor- 
chester Bay,"  be  and  hereby  is  accepted — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  the 
City  Treasurer  be  requested  to  inform  the  City 
Council  as  to  the  benefit  and  saving,  if  any,  of 
payment  of  salaries  of  city  employees  by  check — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass, 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  the 
Finance  Commission  be  requested  to  submit  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  memoranda 
concerning  streets  in  need  of  repair — recom- 
mending passage  of  order  in  the  accompanying 
new  draft. 

Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be 
requested  to  submit  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations a  list  of  streets  needing  reconstruction, 
repairs  or  resurfacing  in  the  order  of  their  impor- 
tance, with  the  precise  location  to  be  repaired, 
the  number  of  yards  to  be  repaired  and  the  approx- 
imate cost  of  the  work — the  number  of  streets  to 
be  repaired  to  be  for  a  possible  expenditure  of  one 
million  dollars. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed. 


LIST  OF  STREETS  FROM  PUBLIC  WORKS 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  on  behalf  of  and 
at  the  request  of  certain  members  expressed  this 
afternoon  in  the  Executive  Committee,  I  present 
this  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
submit  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  a  list 
of  streets  needing  reconstruction,  repairs  or  resur- 
facing in  the  order  of  their  importance,  with  the 
precise  location  to  bo  repaired,  the  number  of  yards 
to  be  repaired  and  the  approximate  cost  of  the 
work — the  number  of  streets  to  be  repaired  to  be 
for  a  possible  expenditure  of  one  million  dollars. 

The  order  was  passed. 
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CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  KENNY,  the  Council  took 
from  the  table  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  17,  of  Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
viz.: 

Louis  M.  Bianco,  William  L.  Fernandez,  Paul  P. 
Gast,  Frank  G.  Montague  and  James  H.  Wau~h. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— Coun.  Kenny  and  Attridge.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  6,  yeas  6,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


SIDEWALK,    BIRCH    STREET. 


Coun.   COLLINS   offered   an   order- 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make 


-That   the 
i  sidewalk 


along  both  sides  of  Birch  street,  between  Penfield 
and  Corinth  streets,  Ward  23,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12 
feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with 
granite  edgestone,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 
Passed. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  5.35  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KENNY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  15,  at  3.  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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Procaadings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  15,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clbck  p.  m. 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Coulthurst. 


UNUSED    RESERVOIR,   EAST   BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  15,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  com- 
munication received  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works,  in  reply  to  the  order  passed  by  your 
honorable  body  on  March  27,  1916,  with  reference 
to  the  unused  reservoir  in  East  Boston,  which 
is  respectfully  referred  for  your  consideration. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

May  5,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  April  28,  relative  to 
the  transfer  of  the  Eagle  Hill  reservoir,  East  Bos- 
ton, to  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department,  I 
would  say  that  on  investigating  the  water  supply 
of  East  Boston  I  find  that  we  are  dependent  on 
some  mains  in  Chelsea,  one  of  which  is  sixty-six 
years  old  and  another  twenty-eight  years  old,  laid 
in  the  same  street.  In  order  to  strengthen  and 
safeguard  this  supply  it  will  be  necessary  for  the 
Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  to  lay 
1 ,800  feet  of  36-inch  pipe  in  Essex  and  Park  streets, 
Chelsea,  connecting  the  36-inch  and  42-inch  pipes, 
but  before  this  work  can  be  smarted  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  this  Board  to  obtain  the  authority  of  the 
Legislature  to  expend  an  amount  sufficient  to  do 
the  same,  estimated  at  $25,000. 

I  took  this  matter  up  with  the  Law  Department, 
and  have  been  informed  that  'the  Metropolitan 
Water  and  Sewerage  Board  does  not  feel  that  the 
work  should  be  done  this  year.  The  question,  . 
therefore,  of  laying  this  pipe  will  have  to  be  post- 
poned until  next  year  at  least. 

I  would  not  recommend  that  this  reservoir  be 
transferred  to  the  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment for  playground  purposes  until  such  time  as 
the  East  Boston  water  supply  is  strengthened,  as 
outlined,  above.  In  addition,  there  is  a  possibility 
that  this  reservoir  might  be  needed  in  case  of  fire. 
Yours  respectfully, ' 

E.  F.  Murphy, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works.' 

Placed  oil  file. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE-  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
terms  ending  April  30,  1917,  viz.: 

1.  James  C.  Ruhl,  79  Myrtle  street,  Ward  8,  to 
the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

2.  John  B.  Keaney,  100  Franklin  street,  Arling- 
ton, a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurer  of  Wood  and 
Bark. 

3.  Dennis  Naviens,  215  Allston.  street,  Cam- 
bridge, a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

4".  Bantford  W.  Yuill,  127  Paul  Gore  street, 
Jamaica  Plain,  a  Weigher  of  Coal.. 

5.  Edward  H.  Mahoney,  81  Fountain  street, 
Medford,  a  Measurer  of  Leather. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The     following     petitions     were     received     and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 


Claims. 

John  Bleiler,  for  a  refund  of  water  tax  on  estates 
3  Ulmer  street  and  56  Minden  street. 

Parker  Masters  Company,  to  be  paid  for  damage 
to  goods  by  break  in  water  pipe  in  Washington 
street. 

A.  J.  &  G.  H.  MeMurtry,  for  refund  of  portion 
of  fee  for  permit  paid  to  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Ida  Neuman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  because  of  a  defect  at  16  and  18  Leverett 
street. 

David  P.  Rice,  for  a  hearing  On  his  claim  for 
injuries  received  from  a  fall  on  Tremont  street. 

John  Scanlon,  for  compensation'  for  injuries 
caused  by  his  being  struck  by  a  barrel  thrown  by 
an  employee  of  the  Sanitary  Division/ 

Smith  &  Lovett  Company,'  to  be  paid  for  lights 
of  glass  broken  by  stone  dumped  on  the  Ward  7 
Playground. 

R.  A.  Kennett,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
horse  by  falling  into  catch-basin  on  Rutherford 
avenue.  • 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  licenses  to  sell,,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms, viz.:# 

G.  Ciullo  &  Brother,  130  Salem  street,  Ward  5. 

Charles  Einstein,  1060Washington  street.  Ward  6. 

Marciano  Ferri,  134  Salem  street,  Ward  .5. 

Louis  Lefkovich,  138  Merrimac  street,  Ward  5. 

David  Pearlstein,  38  Beach  street,  Ward  5. 

David  and  Samuel  H.  Pearlstein,  129-133 
Stamford  street,  Ward  5. 

Louis  Segal,  184  Hanover  street,  Ward  5. 

Joseph  Stone,  59  Pleasant  street,  Ward  5. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 
ment, viz.: 

Eleanor  M.  Travers,  O'Connell  Hall,  evening  of 
June  23. 

Hazel  Boone,  Hotel  Somerset,  evening  of  May  19. 

Petitions  for  retirement  of  city  laborers  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 

Thomas  Donahoe,  Michael  Kenney,'  John 
McCool,   James  J.  Murray. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  following  constables' 
bonds,  viz.: 

Thomas  F.  Brett,  William  L.  Drohan,  John  A. 
Duggan,  Harold  S.  Eskin,  Sears  H.  Grant,  Maurice 
J.  Click,  John  D.  Harrington,  William  H.  Kelly; 
Joseph  H.  Knox,  William  McCarthy,  William  J. 
McDermott,  Edward  P.  Rice,  Samuel  Rosenbaum, 
Raphael  Rosnosky,  Emil  A.  Thielsch,  Roman  J. 
Vasil,  John  J.  Walsh,  Harry  A.  Webber,  John  W. 
Wilkinson. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


STORAGE  OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

William  J.  Barry,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
rear  431  Ashland  street,  Ward  23. 

William  J.  Barry,  keeping  of  dynamite,  Ashland 
street,  between  Harvard  and  Canterbury  streets, 
Ward  24. 

Louis  Gardner,  keeping  of  gasolene,  24  Bicknell 
street,  Ward  19. 

Charles  A.  Bussell,  keeping  of  gasolene*  107 
Bigelow   street,   Ward   26. 

Powdrell  Manufacturing  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  Binford  street,  Ward  9. 

Ernest  H.  Johnson,  keeping  of  gasolene,  63 
Brooksdale  road,  Ward  26. 

Charles  J.  Jacobs  Company,  keeping  of  dyna- 
mite, 1251  Centre  street,  Ward  23. 

Charles  J.  Jacobs  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
107  Terrace  street,  Ward  14. 

Edward  S.  Foster,  keeping  of  gasolene,  92  Col- 
berg   avenue,    Ward   23. 

Motor  Mart  Garage,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
222  Eliot  street.  Ward  S. 

M.  O'Keefe  (Incorporated),  keeping  of  gasolene, 
rear   101  Farnham  street,   Roxbury. 

James  J.  Logan,  keeping  of  gasolene,  203  Hamp- 
den street,  Ward  12. 

J.  T.  Reed  Company,  keeping  of  naphtha,  rear 
Hancock  square,  corner  Tibbetts  Town  way,  Ward  3, 
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Richard  Moore,  keeping  of  gasolene,  27  Hartford 
street.  Ward  17. 

L.  H.  Deloz  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene,  11  Humphreys  street,  Ward  11. 

Hyde  Park  Garage,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
Hyde  Park  avenue,  corner  Everett  street,  Ward  24. 

Albert  T.  Dow,  keeping  of  gasolene,  25  Melville 
avenue,  Ward  19. 

D.  Whiting  &  Sons,  keeping  of  gasolene,  570 
Rutherford  avenue,  Ward  3. 

Joseph  Neustadt,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene 
and  denatured  alcohol,  95  Savin  street,  Ward  16. 

Forrest  S.  Smith,  keeping  of  gasolene,  15  Selkirk 
road,  Ward  25. 

Joseph  L.  Taylor,  keeping  of  gasolene,  893  South 
street,  Ward  23. 

John  A.  Mullin,  keeping  of  gasolene,  rear  14 
Woodworth  street,  Ward  20. 

James  J.  Burke,  keeping  of  gasolene,  949  Blue 
Hill  avenue. 

Philip  S.  Aronson,  keeping  of  gasolene,  25 
Lawrence  avenue. 

Claude  Eugene  Crout,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, 791  River  street,  Hyde  Park. 

James  Henderson,  keeping  of  gasolene,  47 
Stratford  street,   West  Roxbury. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY  THE   MAYOR. 

Notice  of  the  following  appointments  by  the 
Mayor  was  submitted  to  the  City  Council,  certified 
copies  of  same  having  been  delivered  to  the  Civil 
Service  Commission,  viz.: 

Art  Commissioner,  Alexander  Steinert. 

City  Planning  Board,  Emily  Balch. 

Consumptives'  Hospital  Trustee  Eugene  V.  R. 
Thayer. 

Examiner  in  Building  Department,  John  F. 
Hickey. 

Park  and  Recreation  Commissioner,  John  H. 
Dillon. 

Sinking  Funds  Commissioners,  John  J.  Cassidy, 
Logan  L.  McLean. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  oi  hearing  on  petition  of  West  End 
Street  Railway  Company,  on  May  12,  at  10.30  a.  m. 
for  hearing  on  478th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


PAYMENT   OF   CITY   EMPLOYEES   BY 
CHECK. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Address- 
ograph  Company  relative  to  the  City  Treasurer 
paying  city  employees  by  check. 

Placed  on  file. 


CIVIC   FLAG. 

The  President  of  the  City  Council  received  a 
communication  from  the  Art  Commission  recom- 
mending the  adoption  of  a  civic  flag  by  the  City 
Council,  and  transmitting  a  design  for  said  flag. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  six  newsboys,  one 
bootblack  and  four  vendors — recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


SWEEPING   OF  SIDEWALKS.. 
Coun.  KENNY  offered  the  following: 
City  of  Boston. 
In  the  year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 
An  Ordinance  Concerning  Sweeping  of  Sidewalks. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 
Chapter  40  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1914  is 
hereby  amended  in  section  40  by  adding  at  the  end 
of  said  section  the  following  words:    "Nor  shall 


any  person,  between  the  hours  of  eight  o'clock  a.  m. 
and  seven  o'clock  p.  m.,  sweep  any  sidewalk  unless 
such  sidewalk  is  in  such  condition  that  dust  will 
not  be  raised  by  such  sweeping." 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  section  40  of 
chapter  40  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1914  says: 

"No  person  shall,  in  any  street,  wash  or  clean 
any  animal  or  vehicle  or  shake  or  clean  any  mat 
or  carpet." 

It  has  been  called  to  my  attention  that  a  great 
nuisance  has  from  time  to  time  been  manifest  in 
this  eity,  especially  in  the  summer,  with  respect 
to  the  cleaning  of  sidewalks.  In  one  of  the  Boston 
daily  papers  within  a  few  days  we  find  this  lan- 
guage in  an  editorial: 

"Now  that  the  summer  is  approaching  with  its 
high  winds  and  dry  streets,  the  condition  of  the 
dust  and  filth  of  the  city  is  almost  unparalleled 
anywhere  in  the  nation.  It  is  more  dangerous  to 
pass  from  either  of  the  great  railroad  stations  to 
one's  place  of  business  than  to  pass  through  an 
African  jungle.  The  wind  sweeps  up  the  dust  and 
germs  from  the  dirty  streets  and  pours  them  into 
your  eyes,  ears,  nose  and  hair.  You  are  dirty  and 
full  of  germs  before  you  begin  the  day's  work. 

"Yesterday  a  city  refuse  team  full  of  overflowing 
dirt,  without  springs  or  cover,  trotted  up  Portland 
street  over  the  cobblestones,  emitting  clouds  of 
dust  and  filth  greater  than  those  which  pour  from 
a  locomotive  with  full  steam  up  and  fresh  coal  on. 
People  were  obliged  to  put  their  hands  over  their 
mouths,  close  their  eyes  and  turn  their  faces  away. 
One  side  of  the  street  was  shut  from  view  by  the 
clouds  of  dirt  which  arose  from  this  team  and  filled 
the  air.  The  offal  carts  permeate  the  streets  wath 
foul  odor  and  abutters  are  allowed  to  sweep  the 
sidewalks  without  wetting  them  down  and  so  aid 
the  city  employees  in  the  work  of  adding  to  the 
discomfiture  of  the  citizens  as  they  go  to  their 
business.  And  conditions  in  the  outlying  districts 
as  just  as  bad." 

It  is  in  response  to  the  suggestion  raised  by  that 
editorial,  Mr.  President,  and  having  in  mind  that 
this  is  a  real  nuisance  that  has  been  before  us  for  a 
considerable  period  in  past  years,  that  I  am  ani- 
mated with  a  desire  to  offer  some  method  of  bring- 
ing about  a  reform  in  that  regard.  With  that 
purpose  in  view  I  offer  this  ordinance. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 


PENSION   FOR   JAMES   F.    MERRILL. 

'  Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
chapter  188,  Special  Acts  of  1916,  entitled  "An  Act 
to  Authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  Pay  a  Pension 
to  James  F.  Merrill"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  James  F.  Merrill 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  188,  Special  Acts 
of  1916,  an  annual  sum  equal  to  one  half  of  the 
annual  compensation  which  he  received  from  the 
City  of  Boston  as  an  employee  of  the  Soldiers' 
Relief  Department  of  the  city,  his  retirement 
taking  place  from  said  department  August,  1914, 
said  payment  to  date  from  January  1,  1916,  and 
to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ICE   FOR   DRINKING   FOUNTAINS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  Coun.  McDonald, 
offered  an  order — That  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Works  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $5,000  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  ice 
for  the  public  drinking  fountains  during  the  present 
season,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

President   HAGAN    called   up    Nos.   6   and    7, 
unfinished  business,  viz.: 


MAY    15,    1916. 
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6.  Action  on  appointments,  submitted  bv  the 
Mayor  May  8,  1916,  of  Wilbur  Cullen,  Edward  A. 
Smith,  Charles  R.  Junkins  and  Alex  M.  Lyall  to  be 
Weighers  of  Coal. 

7.  Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  May  8,  1916,  of  Peter  F.  Kerr  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Mr verick  Mills,  and 
John  McGuire  to  be  a  Weigher  Of  Goods  for  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad.' 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee 
— Coun.  Collins  and  Coleman.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6,  and  the  several  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


RELEASE  OF  RESTRICTIONS  ON  LAND. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  Nos.  8  and  9, 
unfinished  business,  viz. : 

8.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  and 
Recreation  Commissioners,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor,  and  by  an  instrument  or  instruments  satis- 
factory to  the  Law  Department,  may  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  city  modify  and  amend  the 
restrictions  contained  in  a  deed  given  by  Samuel 
Bradstreet  and  Augustus  B.  Bradstreet  to  the  City 
of  Boston,  dated  May  21,  1895,  and  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  2279,  page  354,  by  altering 
paragraph  two  of  said  restrictions  so  that  it  shall 
read  "  nor  apartment  costing  less  than  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  per  story  for  a  frontage  of 
twenty-five  feet  or  less  on  the  side  adjoining  said 
parkway,  and  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars 
per  story  for  each  linear  foot  of  frontage  in  excess 
of  twenty-five  feet." 

On  April  25  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  7,  nays  0. 

9.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city  and  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Law 
Department,  to  convey  to  the  proprietors  of  Forest 
Hills  Cemetery  a  parcel  of  land  in  the  West  Rox- 
bury  district,  containing  about  17,031  square  feet, 
and  bounded  northeasterly  by  Morton  street  and 
on  all  other  sides  by  land  supposed  to  belong  to 
said  proprietors,  upon  the  payment  to  said  city  of 
the  sum  of  874  and  $&  dollars,  and  the  conveyance 
to  it  by  said  proprietors  of  all  their  right,  title  and 
interest  in  a  parcel  of  land  at  the  corner  of  said 
Morton  street  and  Forest  Hills  street,  containing 
3,313  square  feet,  as  shown  on  a  plan  marked  "City 
of  Boston,  Forest  Hills  St.,  Morton  St.,  West  Rox- 
bury,  October  24,  1912,"  signed  by  F.  O.  Whitney, 
chief  engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  Department, 
and  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners of  said  city. 

On  April  25,  1916,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
year  7,  nays  0. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  foT  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  May. 

Report  accepted;   orders  passed. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.16  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President.  The  members  of  the  Council 
reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were 
called  to  order  by  the  President  at  4.48  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following,  viz.: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred  to- 
day) for  licenses  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
various  locations — recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted: 

G.  Ciullo  &  Brother,  130  Salem  street,  Ward  5. 

Charles  Einstein,  1060  Washington  street, 
Ward  6. 

Marciano  Ferri,  134  Salem  street,  Ward  5. 


Louis  Lefkovich,  138  Merrimac  street.  Ward  5. 
David  Pearlstein,  38  Beach  street,  Ward  5. 
David   and   Samuel   Pearlstein,    129-133   Stam- 
ford street,  Ward  ,5. 

Louis  Segal,  184  Hanover  street,  Ward  5. 
Joseph  Stone,  59  Pleasant  street,  Ward  5. 
Reports  accepted;    licenses  severally  granted. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years' of  age  to 
appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — recom- 
mending that  leave  be  granted,  viz.: 

'  Eleanor  M.  Trayers,  O'Connell  Hall,  evening  of 
June  23. 

Hazel  Boone,  Hotel  Somerset,  evening  of  May  19. 

Reports  accepted;  permits  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Reports  on  petitions  of  Thomas  Donahoe, 
Michael  Kenney,  John  McCool  and  James  J. 
Murray  (severally  referred  today)  to  be  retired 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914 — recommending  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Thomas  Donahoe,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914,  as 
amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1915, 
Michael  Kenney,  employed  in  the  labor  service  of 
the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire",  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  John  McCool,  employed  in  the  labor  service 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  James  J.  Murray,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  authorized  to 
expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000  for  ice  for  public 
drinking  fountains  during  the  present  season— that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(5)  Report  on  petition  of  Jennie  M.  Dustin  el 
al.  (referred  April  17)  for  sidewalks  on  Amherst 
street,  Ward  23 — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Amherst 
street,  between  Penfield  street  and  Belgrade  avenue, 
Ward  23,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining;  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  437  of 
the  Acts  of  1893. 

Passed. 


ACTION  ON  CONSTABLES. 

President  HAGAN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the  Mayor 
May  8,  1916,  of  Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
viz.: 

1.  Joseph  P.  Donahoe. 

2.  Weldon  A.  Duley. 

3.  Bernard  Park. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Attridge  and  Ballantvnr.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  4,  viz.; 

4.  Max  Posner. 

The  question  camo  on  confirmation. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  before 
we  proceed  to  ballot  on  No.  4  on  the  calendar,  I 
want  to  make  just  a  short  statement.  This 
appointee  is  a  man  who  has  been  before  the  com- 
mittee this  afternoon,  and  lie  stated  that  ho  was 
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going  to  use  this  position  in  some  measure  for  the 
performance,  of  duties,,  connected  with,  the  firm 
in  which  he  is  a  partner,  in  the  way  of  collecting. 
There  may  be  some  objection  to  him  on  that 
account,  but  I  want  to  say,  that,  so  far  as^  the 
personal  record  of  this  man  is  concerned,  it  is 
beyond  question.  I  have  known  him  for  a  great 
many  years.  While  he  made  the  -statement  that 
he  was  going  to  use  this  position!  in  connection  with 
his  own  business,  he  did  hot  .deny  that  he  would 
use  it,  if  he  got  the  opportunity,  in  connection  with 
other  business,  through  lawyers'  .offices,  and  so.on. 
I  fail  to  see  any  difference  between  a  man  using  this, 
office  for  the  purpose  of  assisting,  him  to  collect 
bills  for  his  own  concern  and  a  man  hired  as  a 
collector  by  an  organization  and  holding  the  office 
of  constable.  For  that  reason,,  I  think .  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  should  give  due  considera- 
tion to  this  man's  splendid  record.  He  has  lived 
in  Boston  for  a  great,  many  years.  I  personally 
have  known  him  for  twenty-five  years  or  more, 
and  I  want  to  say  that  he  is  a  man  of  splendid 
character. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— Coun.  Ballantyne  and  McDonald.  (Coun. 
Ballantyne  announced  that  there  were  seven  and 
one-half  ballots   cast,   and   so   a   new   ballot  was 


ordered  and  taken.)     The  whole  number  of  ballots 
8,  yeas  3,  nays  5,  and  the  appointment  was  rejected. 
President  HAGAN  called  up.  Nqs.  11,  12,  13,  14 
and  15,  viz.: 

11.  Edward  A.  Hewitt. 

12.  Andrew  J.  Nortqn.  ' 

13.  Samuel  Simon. 

14.  William  H.  Travers. 
,     15.     Joseph  J.  Vogel. 

The  question  carne.  on,  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Coleman  and  :  Collins.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  8,  yeas  1,  nays.7,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  severally  rejected. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On    motion   of   Coun.;  .BALLANTYNE   recon- 
sideration of  all  action  taken  today  was  refused. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COLEMAN  the  Council 
voted  at  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  to  adjourn  to 
Wednesday,  May  17,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Wednesday,  May  17,  1916. 
Adjourned  regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council 
held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two 
o'clock  p.   m.     President   HAGAN   in   the    chair. 
Absent — Coun.   Coulthurst. 


PLANS  FOR  STREET  REPAIRS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  response  to  the  order  of  your 
honorable  body,  passed  under  date  of  May  15, 
requesting  plans  and  specifications  for  street  re- 
pairs, also  requesting  how  and  where  the  sum  of 
$153,802  is  to  be  expended  for  street  purposes,  I 
beg  to  state  that  the  matter  of  street  construction 
is  an  administrative  function  subject  to  the  action 
of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  and  that  both  the 
present  and  the  former  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  as  well  as  the  former  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  now  serving  as  expert  for  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, Mr.  Guy  C.  Emerson,  have  on  numerous 
occasions  pointed  out  that  an  expenditure  of  at 
least  ten  millions  of  dollars  would  be  necessary  to 
place  the  streets  of  Boston  in  suitable  condition. 

Plans  are  on  file,  with  estimates,  covering  a 
possible  expenditure  of  one  million  dollars  for  the 
present  year  for  street  construction  and  repair 
work. 


In  my  opinion,  the  duty  the  Council  owes  the 
public  of  Boston  is  to  cease  playing  politics  and 
provide  the  money  that  is  now  available  to  make 
the  streets  of  our  city  passable  for  public  travel. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ccbley,  Mayor. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  inasmuch  as 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  has  now  per- 
formed practically  all  its  work  upon  the  appro- 
priation bill,  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  send 
that  communication  to  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Council  rather  than  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations.     I  would  so  move. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  following  constables' 
bonds,  viz.: 

John  E.  Andrews,  Louis  M.  Bianco,  Edward 
L.  Hopkins,  Morris  F.  Lewenberg,  Bernard  M. 
Mullen,  Anson  Stern,  John  P.  Sullivan,  Fred 
J.  Weyand. 

Placed  on  file. 


BUDGET   FOR   1916-17. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  the  ,  following 
(Document  66  of  1916): 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations,  to  which  was 
referred,  February  28,  the  appropriation  and  tax 
orders,  having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully 
recommends  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
orders. 

For  the  Committee, 

Henry  E.  Hagan,  Chairman. 

Coun.  Kenny,  Attridge,  Ballantyne  and  McDon- 
ald dissent  from  the  foregoing  report. 


Amounts  Allowed,  1916-17. 

*  By  Mayor.    By  Committee. 

Art  Department $1,400  00  S840  00 

Assessing  Department 220,675  60  213,554  60 

Auditing  Department 54,342  13  52,524  13 

Building  Department -.  .  152,976  59  143,758  78 

Board  of  Examiners 4,620  00  2.S70  00 

Board  of  Appeal , 6,249  00  3,954  00 

Cemetery  Department 92,890  08  86,357  08 

City  Clerk  Department 44,500  00  44,275  32 

City  Council 38,500  00  34,478  19 

City  Council  Proceedings 8,000'  00  8,000  00 

City  Documents 30,000  00  30,000  00 

City  Planning  Board ,  5,000  00  5,000  00 

Collecting  Department 119,045  40  112,045  40 

Consumptives'  Hospital  Department 240,409  84  227,864  71 

Election  Department 155,654  00  149,137  00 

Finance  Commission 30,000  00  30,000  00 

Fire  Department 2,105,160  89  2,040,861  88 

Health  Department 324,534  16  311,699  66 

Hospital  Department 793,503  00  762,021  36 

Boston  Infirmary  Department: 

Boston  Almshouse  and  Hospital 202,856  84  195,939  40 

Office  expenses 4,598  00  4.3S3  00 

Steamer  "George  A.  Hibbard" 13,686  28  12,491  28 

Children's  Institutions  Department: 

Placing  Out  and  Office  Division -        85,685  88  83,911  88 

Suffolk  School  for  Boys 4S.873  00  45,799  00 

Institutions  Registration  Department 22,451  16  21,891  32 

Steamer  "Monitor" 31,958  18  28,213  IS 

Law  Department 55,442  OS  53,936  08 

Library  Department 41S.644  00  409.0S0  00 

Licensing  Board 35,108  4S  35.10S  48 

Market  Department • 13,400  00  12,966  00 

Mayor,  office  expenses 50,000  00  50,000  00 

Public  Celebrations 40,000, 00  40,000  00 

Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department 519,395  73  511,771  07 

Temporary  Home 6,102  96  5,683  00 

Wayfarers'  Lodge 12,421  04  11,758  04 

Park  and  Pecrc.it ion  Department 839,483  00  71S.200  24 

Police  Department 2,715,579  00  2,715,579  00 

Public  Buildings  Department 266,667  16  226,290  48 

Public  Works  Departmenl : 

I  lentral  Office 77,573  00  69,705  00 

Bridge  Service 334,559  52  310,676  08 

Ferry  Service 297,969  59  287/.075  75 

I  Jailing  Service 767,571   36  760,784  36 

Paving  Service 1,065,627  52  '>  1.1,120  52 

Sanitary  Service 1,007,893  46  939,805  14 
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Amounts  Allowed,   1916-17. — Continued. 

By  Mayor.    By  Committee, 

Street  Cleaning  and  Oiling  Service .  .  .' $758,455  64  $674,961  16 

Sewer  Service : 326,830  02  308,680  10 

Registry  Department 40,639  00  35,777  76 

Reserve  Fund 100,000  00  100,000  00 

Sinking  Funds  Department 2,300  00  2,300  00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department 229,800  00  229,185  00 

Statistics  Department 10,538  60  7,394  60 

Street  Laying-Out  Department 134,235  80  128,843  80 

Supply  Department 21,901  08  18,200  84 

Treasury  Department 53,186  48  52,021  48 

Weights  and  Measures  Department 27,287  92  26,175  92 

Wire  Department 75,618  92  68,682  92 

Totals $15,141,801  39    $14,435,699  99 

City  debt  requirements 5,314,523  47  5,314,523  47 

Jail 88,550  00  87,180  01 

Suffolk  County  Court  House  (Custodian) 63,746  95  60,546  95 

Suffolk  County  Court  House  (CouDty  Buildings) 34,555  00  32,515  00 

County  Buildings 37,236  00  35,537   10 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 42,500  00  42,137  00 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session 375,000  00  ,  375,000  00 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session 173,111  00  171,400  00 

Probate  Court : 34,940  00  34,360  00 

Municipal  Court 235,119  00  227,239  87 

Municipal  Court,  Charlestown  District _. 20,730  05  20,680  05 

East  Boston  District  Court 16,921  72  16,696  72 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District 17,420  52  17,420  52 

Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  District 13,125  10  13,125  10 

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District 28,730  00  28,730  00 

Municipal  Court,  West  Roxbury  District 13,183  28  12,923  28 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District 8,757  00  8,757  00 

Boston  Juvenile  Court 15,304  60  15,304  60 

Police  Court,  Chelsea 16,721  30  16,662  97 

Registry  of  Deeds 68,151  00  67,731  00 

Index  Commissioners 12,732  00  12,732  00 

Insanity  cases 27,550  00  27,550  00 

Land  Court 4,100  00  4,100  00 

Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District 14,361  25  13,761  25 

Medical  Examiner,  Southern  District 9,803  50  9,653  50 

Associate  Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District 1,249  00  1,249  00 

Associate  Medical  Examiner,  Southern  District 1,300  00  1,300  00 

Miscellaneous  expenses: 

Sheriff 3,000  00  3,000  00 

Auditing  Department " 900  00  900  00 

Collecting  Department 700  00  700  00 

Treasury  Department 5,320  00  5,320  00 

Social  Law  Library f 1,000  00  1,000  00 

House  of  Correction 286,171  04  251,519  41 

Penal  Institutions,  office  expenses 29,953  80  26,224  06 

County  debt  requirements 210,432  66  210,432  66 

Totals 7 $22,368,700  63     $21,603,612  51 

Printing  Department « $196,492  00  $196,492  00 

City  Record,  Publication  of $11,769  20  $11,769  20 

Public  Works  Department,  Water  Service $951,381  16  $939,700  16 

Collecting  Department,  Water  Division 27,497  80  26,407  80 

Water  Service,  debt  requirements 104,691  00  104,691  00 

$1,083,569  96  $1,070,798  96 


Appropriations  and  Tax  Orders  for  the 
Financial  Year  1916-17. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses  pay- 
able during  the  financial  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  February,  1916,  of  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston,  or  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or  officers 
thereof,  and  to  meet  their  respective  obligations 
for  interest  on  debt,  sinking  fund  requirements  and 
maturing  debt  not  provided  for  by  sinking  fund, 
the  respective  sums  of  money  specified  in  the  tables 
and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  be,  and  the  same 
are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the  several  depart- 
ments and  for  the  objects  and  purposes  hereinafter 
stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriation  for  Water  Serv- 
ice, current  expenses,  and  the  payment  to  the 
state  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of  the 
Acts  of  1895  and  acts  in  addition  or  amendment 
thereto,  and  for  the  interest  and  debt  requirements 
for  loans  issued  for  water  purposes,  be  met  by  the 
income  of  said  works  and  any  excess  over  income 
from  taxes;  that  the  appropriation  for  Printing 
Department  be  met  by  the  department  income; 
that  the  appropriation  for  City  Record  be  met  by 
the  receipts  from  the  publication;    that  the  other 


appropriations  hereinafter  specified  be  met  out  of 
the  money  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  close 
of  business  on  January  31,  1916,  exclusive  of  the 
money  raised  by  loan  or  needed  to  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  any  statute,  gift,  trust  or  special 
appropriation,  and  by  the  income  of  the  financial 
year,  beginning  February  1,  1916,  and  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  $16,335,904.10,  and  that  said 
amount  be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls  and 
estates  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  of  money  which  form  no 
part  of  the  income  of  the  city,  but  shall  be  paid  for 
services  rendered  or  work  done  by  any  department 
or  division  for  any  other  department  or  division,  or 
for  any  person  or  corporation  other  than  the  City 
of  Boston,  be  paid  into  the  general  treasury,  and 
that  all  contributions  made  to  any  appropriation 
be  expended  for  the  objects  and  purposes  directed 
by  the  several  contributors  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the  appro- 
priations of  the  city  and  all  taxes  assessed  for 
meeting  the  city's  proportion  of  the  state  tax  of 
the  year  1916,  or  of  any  other  taxes  or  assessments 
payable  to  the  Commonwealth,  be  due  and  payable 
on  the  first  day  of  October,  1916;  that  all  such 
taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  the  first  day  of 
November,  1916,  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of 
6  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  fifteenth  day  of 
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October,  1916,  until  paid,  except  the  taxes  assessed 
upon  shares  of  stock  of  national  banks,  which  shall 
bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent  per  annum 
from  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  1916,  until  paid; 
and  that  all  interest  which  shall  have  become  due 
on  taxes  shall  be  added  to  and  be  a  part  of  such 
taxes. 

Ordered,  That  except  as  the  appropriations  for 
any  purpose  or  item  shall  be  increased  by  additional 
appropriations  or  by  transfers  lawfully  made,  no 
money  shall  be  expended  by  any  department  for 
any  of  the  purposes  or  items  designated  in  the 
tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  in  excess 
of  the  amount  set  down  as  appropriated  for  such 
specific  purpose  or  item;  and  except  as  aforesaid, 
no  salaries  or  wages  shall  be  paid  in  excess  of  the 
rates-specified  in  said  tables  and  schedules. 

(Appended  were  the  details  of  the  general  items 
and  Schedules  A  and  B  of  the  departments  as  set 
forth  in  City  Document  No.  66.) 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  appropriation  orders  reported. 

President  HAGAN— The  Clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  suppose  there 
will  be  some  debate  on  the  question,  and,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  I  suppose,  in  accordance 
with  custom,  I  would  have  the  opportunity  to 
close  the  debate.  Therefore,  I  yield  to  anybody 
who  wants  to  proceed  at  this  time. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  this  year  for 
the  first  time  the  segregated  form  of  budget 
offers  to  the  City  Council  and  to  the  people  of 
Boston  a  clear  and  comprehensive  view  of  the 
exact  purposes  for  which  the  city's  money  is  to 
be  expended.  The  scrutiny  of  the  many  thou- 
sand items  in  the  budget  has  involved  much  hard 
work  during  the  past  two  months  and  a  half. 
Throughout  the  deliberations  I  have  been  lim- 
pressed  with  the  positive  need  of  a  constructive 
program,  carefully  worked  out  to  meet  the  demands 
and  just  requirements  of  all  our  citizens.  My 
point  of  view  is,  and  has  been,  to  be  just  with 
the  city  employees  and  just  to  the  tax  payers, 
and  by  the  latter  I  mean  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  our  great  cosmopolitan  community. 
I  recognize  that  services  of  increasing  value  must* 
be  recognized  with  an  increased  compensation. 
I  have,  however,  kept  in  mind  that  the  actual 
increase  of  expenditures  for  pay  roll  purposes 
in  1915  was  $27,000  larger  than  in  1914,  and  in 
1914  was  only  $30,000  larger  than  in  1913  in  the 
city  departments,  excluding,  however,  the  Police, 
Licensing  Board  and  Finance  Commission.  I 
am,  have  been,  and  will  be  in  favor  of  just  raises 
in  the  remuneration  of  the  employees.  It  was 
impossible,  however,  within  the  limited  time 
at  our  command  and  with  our  meager  knowledge 
of  the  details,  for  me  to  pass  on  each  case.  To 
disallow  all  increases,  making  no  provision  for 
them,  would  be  a  decisive  blow  at  the  merit  system. 
To  allow  some  and  disallow  others  would  be  placing 
myself  in  a  position  of  an  expert,  which  I  am  not; 
accordingly,  the  only  practical  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  was  the  suggestion  that  $40,000  shall 
be  placed  in  the  Reserve  Fund  and  from  this 
fund  the  Mayor,  the  responsible  executive  head, 
shall,  after  consultation  with  his  department 
heads,  make  the  increases.  It  cannot  be  said 
that  we  are  petty  or  parsimonious  with  the  employ- 
ees of  the  city  because  the  sum  thus  allowed 
is  $10,000  greater  than  the  actual  increase  of 
expenditures  for  pay  roll  purposes  in, 1915.  In 
short,  $40,000  for  raises  in  pay  this  year  constitutes 
a  liberal  allowance  and  when  properly  understood 
will  meet  with  the  approval  of  those  particularly 
interested,  the  employees  of  our  city.  During 
our  many  discussions  the  positive  demand  of  the 
electorate  for  us  to  provide  funds  for  improving 
the  condition  of  our  streets  has  been  apparent. 
Our  streets  have  been  in  wretched  shape  forbears, 
aggravated,  especially  in  our  business  thorough- 
fares, by  reason  of  the  negligence  of  contractors, 
particularly  the  so-called  high  pressure  contractors. 
Last  year  the  demand  was  sufficiently  urgent  to 
cause;  the  Mayor  to  send  to  the  City  Council  a 
loan  order  for  $500,000  for  the  rebuilding  of  some 
of  our  streets.  I  voted  against  that  order  because 
it  was  bad  financing.  In  brief,  to  vote  a  loan  for 
an  admittedly  current  expenditure  would  be  a 
positive  backward  step  in  the  history  of  our 
government.  Accordingly  last  year  but  little 
was  expended  on  streets.  This  year  the  Mayor 
sought  to  have  a  bill  passed  in  the  Legislature, 
subject  to  acceptance  by  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council,  which  provided  for  a  fifty-cent  increase^ 
in  the  tax  rate  to  take  care  of  this  street  situa- 
tion.    The   bill   was   defeated  in   the   Senate.     If 


it  had  not  been  defeated  and  had  come  before 
the  Council  for  its  acceptance  I  would  have  voted 
against  it,  because  I  believe  that  the  tax  rate 
is  sufficiently  high.  To  make  it  i  higher  would 
be  a  handicap  to  business  prosperity  on  our  city 
and  an  additional  load  on  the  already  over- 
burdened small  property  owner.  Accordingly, 
it  was  a  vital  necessity  that  this  budget  should 
be  so  handled  this  year  that  we  should  secure  a 
substantial  sum  for  improving  our  streets  with- 
out increasing  the  burden  of  taxation.  An 
increase  in  the  tax  rate  affects  every  person 
in  the  community.  If  he  does  not  pay  it  directly 
he  does  indirectly  by  reason  of  higher  rents  and 
greater  prices  for  food  and  clothing.  To  my 
mind,  public  necessity  and  convenience  require  that 
our  citizens  should  have  better  streets  without 
increasing  the  burden  of  taxation  for  city  purposes. 
The  program  which  is  now  before  us  offers  a  solu- 
tion with  the  least  possible  inconvenience  to  our 
citizens,  particularly  those  who  gain  their  living  in 
the  city  service.  It  impressed  me,  when  it  came  to 
a  question  of  disallowing  increases,  that  it  was 
extremely  unfair  to  penalize  practically  the  em- 
ployees of  those  departments  whose  increases  were 
submitted  in  the  budget  by  allowing  the  granting  of 
increases  in  those  departments  whereby  executive 
order  increases  were  allowed  to  take  effect  before  the 
submission  of  the  budget  to  this  body.  Of  course 
the  Mayor  and  heads  of  departments  should  have 
submitted  those  raises  in  compensation  to  the 
appropriating  body,  namely,  the  City  Council, 
before  actually  allowing  payment  at  the  increased 
rate  to  start.  Disallowing  increases  of  this 
character  is  in  line  with  the  policy  of  a  square  deal 
to  all  of  our  employees  and  serves  notice  on  the 
Mayor  and  department  heads  that  in  the  future 
increases  of  this  character  will  not  be  honored  by 
this  body.  Secondly,  reasonable  deductions  have 
been  made  on  account  of  the  money  which,  in  any 
great  corporation,  is  bound  to  remain  unexpended 
on  account  of  temporary  absence  of  employees, 
commonly  called  "lost  time."  Thirdly,  in  other 
departments  it  has  seemed  to  us  wise  to  provide 
no  money  for  the  filling  of  many  vacancies  which 
may  occur  from  natural  causes  and  finally,  in  other 
cases  where  heads  of  departments  have  requested 
additional  employees.  But  these  appointments 
have  not  been  made.  It  has  seemed  wise  this  year 
to  ask  that  these  appointments  be  deferred  for  the 
time  being  recognizing  that  the  present  forces  in 
some  of  the  departments  are  able  to  carry  on  the 
work  without  additional  assistance.  The  foregoing 
is  a  simple,  clear  plan.  It  is  fair  and  meets  the  de- 
mands of  the  situation  without  inflicting  hardship 
on  any  one,  nor  reducing  the  efficiency  of  the  de- 
partments. The  plan  may  be  carried  out  without 
causing  a  single  employee  of  the  city  to  lose  his 
position  and  it  makes  possible  the  repair  of  our 
streets  without  any  increase  in  the  already  heavy 
burden  of  taxation.  It  has  seemed  to  me,  on  the 
whole,  best  to  vote  the  reductions  in  the  items  under 
Schedule  A  in  the  three  aggregate  items  given  on 
the  first  sheet  of  the  budget  as  submitted  by  the 
Mayor.  This  for  the  practical  reason  that  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  decide  between  the  just  and 
the  unjust,  and  the  allowance  of  $40,000  for  the 
Reserve  Fund  shows  our  good  faith  in  permitting 
bona  fide  increases  to  be  made  by  the  department 
heads  through  the  Mayor.  Again,  I  have  gone 
over  this  budget  with  care,  have  attended  practically 
all  of  the  meetings,  and  have  been  impressed  with 
this  fact,  that  in  a  number  of  the  departments  the 
schedules  as  submitted  were  very  vague.  I  would 
submit  in  that  respect,  for  your  consideration,  the 
Park  Department.  It  was  impossible  to  get  a  clear 
idea  of  the  classification  of  employees  in  order  to 
arrive  at  a  just  conclusion;  and,  on  the  whole,  with- 
in the  limited  time  at  our  disposal,  it  seemed  to  me 
that  the  practical  way  to  deal  with  this  proposition 
and  arrive  at  substantial  justice  to  all  concerned 
was  to  act  as  those  of  us  constituting  the  live  ma- 
jority members  of  this  body  have  done.  In  con- 
clusion I  would  say  that  this  program  when 
thoroughly  understood  will,  in  my  opinion,  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  great  body  of  citizens  of 
our  city,  including  the  employees  of  the  city.  Wo 
have  not  attempted  and  rue  not  attempting  to 
save  money  by  discharging  employees.  As  far  as 
we  are  concerned,  we  are  absolutely  against,  that. 
We  do  not  believe  in  the  reduction  of  salaries.  We 
favor  at  this  particular  time  on  account  of  the 
limited  time  at  our  disposal  and  the  meager 
knowledge  which  we  have  at  hand  the  disallowance 
oi  these  increases,  supplying  a  fund  of  $10,000  as  a 
reserve  fund  from  which  the  Mayor  may  make 
raises.     We  havo  also  stood,  Mr.  President,  on  a 
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platform  of  efficiency.  I  have,  you  have,  and  the 
rest  of  us  have,  and  by  efficiency  I  mean  the  cutting 
out  of  waste  and  extravagance.  We  have  tried  to 
do  that  in  this  budget  and  I  am  confident  that  it 
will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  great  body 
of  the  electorate  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  budget  for 
1916-17  was  submitted  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  the  City  Council  on  February  28  last.  _  At  the 
outset  we  found  ourselves  confronted  with  this 
difficulty.  We  had  before  us  only  the  single  volu- 
minous original  filed  with  the  City  Clerk,  and  it 
was  necessary  that  copies  be  procured  for  members 
of  the  Council.  This  was  no  easy  task.  After  a 
few  days  the  various  department  heads  had  placed 
before  us  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the 
estimates  of  the  respective  departments  and  the 
same  were  perfected  and  bound  up  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Budget  Commissioner,  Mr.  Car- 
ven,  and  placed  before  the  committee,  so  that  each 
member  finally  had  a  complete  copy.  Our  first 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  March  7,  1916.  As 
chairman  of  the'  committee  I  took  early  occasion 
to-  have  it  understood  that  we  welcomed  advice 
and  assistance  from  the  public.  The  President  of 
this  body  gave  a  banquet  on  the  night  of  March 
9,  at  which  were  present  various  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  other 
affiliated  organizations.  In  a  communication  which 
I  addressed  to  the  President  of  this  Council,  Mr. 
Hagan,  on  March  8,  I  conveyed  the  following: 

"Will  you  please  say  to  the  gentlemen  who  are 
to  be  present  with  you  tomorrow  night  that  I  am 
sure  our  Committee  on  Appropriations  will  wel- 
come their  appearance  from  time  to  time  at  our 
sessions  during  the  discussion  and  consideration 
of  the  budget  and  will  gladly  appreciate  all  the 
assistance  and  help  they  may  be  able  to  give  us. 
Am  calling  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  for  Friday  at  2.30  p.  m.  I  hope, 
beginning  on  that  day  and  thereafter  as  continu- 
ously as  possible,  we  may  all  be  able  to  conscien- 
tiously apply  ourselves  to  the  budget  work." 

Mr.  President,  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
Council  for  six  years.  I  am  now  serving  my  sixth 
year.  I  have  always  felt,  and  have  tried  to  act 
upon  the  theory  and  basis,  that  I  was  a  servant  of 
all  the  people,  of  the  entire  electorate  of  this  city. 
I  have  sometimes  believed  that  we  did  not  always 
have  the  benefit  of  the  advice  and  assistance  of 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  civic  organizations  of 
the  city  to  such  an  extent  as  we  were  entitled,  in 
the  open.  I  have  always  believed  that  this  was 
the  proper  forum, — the  hearing  room  in  City  Hall, 
in  the  building  provided  by  the  taxes  of  the  people 
— for  us  to  gather  and  interchange  and  exchange 
views  and  reason  out  the  public  problems  and 
questions  which  are  before  us,  and  I  should  very 
much  have  liked  to  have  had  these  gentlemen  who 
surrounded  you,  Mr.  President,  on  the  night  of 
March  9,  given  further  public  evidence  of  their 
interest  by  coming  into  City  Hall  and  appearing 
here  at  our  meetings,  where  the  light  of  day  might 
throw  its  rays  upon  us,  where  we  might  see  them, 
might  know  who  they  were,  and  might  have  the 
benefit  and  advantages  coming  from  such  contact 
— because  among  them  are  very  many  estimable 
gentlemen  of  experience  in  business,  in  worldly 
affairs,  and  they  might  have  given  us  a  good  deal 
of  help.  But  that  has  not  been  the  case,  Mr. 
President.  These  hearings — and  when  I  say  "these 
hearings,"  I  mean  the  hearings  given  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations — have  been  held  almost 
continuously  from  the  7th  of  March  up  to  Friday, 
the  28th  of  April.  During  that  time  I  do  not 
recall  a  single  instance  where  any  of  these  gentle- 
men came  down  here  into  our  meetings  and  gave 
us  the  assistance  and  advice  which  I  believe  we 
had  a  right  to  expect  from  them  if  they  were  dis- 
posed to  help  us  in  this  great  work.  Our  labors 
were  commenced  with  a  consideration  of  the  group 
items,  service  other  than  personal,  equipment, 
supplies,  materials,  special  items,  incidental 
expenditures  to  cover  contingencies  other  than 
personal  service.  That  is  to  say,  our  work  up  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  April  was  given  to  public 
hearings,  the  doors  having  been  opened,  the  Press 
having  been  represented  and  some  few  citizens 
having  from  time  to  time  taken  occasion  to  come 
in  here  during  our  meetings.  After  the  public 
hearings  had  terminated,  we  then  started  to 
review  the  groups  of  items  known  as  B,  C.  D, 
E,  F  and  G,  covering  the  services  which  I  have 
just  enumerated,  and  on  the  5th  of  May,  1916, 
this  work  was  completed,  with  the  following  result. 
The  gross  total  reductions  in  the  group  of  items 


described  as  B,  service  other  than  personal,  C, 
equipment,  D,  supplies,  E,  materials,  F,  special 
items,  and  G,  incidental  expenditures  to  cover  con- 
tingencies other  than  personal  service,  amounted  to 
$446,316.33.  A  bill  had  passed  the  Legislature 
providing  for  certain  municipal  improvements,  had 
been  signed  by  the  Governor,  and  an  appropriation 
order  had  been  received  from  the  Mayor  opening  the 
door  to  the  further  appropriation  of  $153,802 — mak- 
ing a  maximum  amount  thus  far  available  of 
$600,118.33.  Unfortunately  we  appear  to  have 
been  divided  in  the  submission  of  this  report,  five 
members  having  indicated  their  desire  to  support 
this  appropriation  bill  as  it  is  presented  and  four 
having  dissented  from  the  report.  During  the 
time  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  had  the 
group  or  general  items  before  them  for  considera- 
tion,—I  refer  to  B,  C,  D,  E,  F  and  G—  during 
the  time  that  the  members  sat  in  review  of  those 
items,  between  the  28th  of  April  and  the  5th  of 
May,  the  members  who  acted  largely  upon  those 
items  were  the  members  who  today  are  recorded 
as  dissenting  from  this  report.  In  other  words, 
this  saving  of  $446,316.33, — which,  to  be  sure, 
includes  $100,000  which  the  Mayor  had  put 
into  the  budget  for  paving,  and  $47,500  which 
had  been  set  apart  for  Commonwealth  avenue, — 
was  the  result  of  the  votes  of  the  members  who  are 
today  put  down  here  as  dissenting  from  this  report. 
My  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  Storrow,  if  I  may  mention 
his  name,  during  that  week  was  obliged  to  absent 
himself  in  the  West,  and  my  friend,  Coun.  Coleman, 
if  I  may  mention  his  name,  was  away  on  a  lecture 
tour  in  the  West.  Coun.  Hagan  gave  us  rather 
sparingly  of  his  time.  I  do  not  criticise  any  of  these 
gentlemen  for  their  nonattendance  during  that 
week,  but  the  fact  remains  that  during  that  week, 
when  the  bulk  of  this  saving  was  made,  action  was 
put  through  by  the  four  members  who  today  con- 
stitute the  so-called  minority.  And,  Mr.  President, 
at  that  time  we  had  also  made  a  start  on  Schedule 
A.  Schedule  A  comprises  the  pay  rolls  of  the  city, 
and  it  had  received  some  consideration  at  our  hands 
at  that  time.  On  May  6  $600,118.33  in  money 
was  available  for  appropriation  without  putting  a 
finger  on  the  pay  rolls.  Certain  members  of  this 
Council — and  I  think  I  can  speak  fairly  for  the 
minority  in  this  respect — were  prepared  to  go  on 
with  the  work.  It  had,  of  course,  been  given  out, 
it. was  common  knowledge,  that  we  expected  to 
make  reductions  from  the  proposed  increases  in 
salaries.  We  were  prepared,  after  having  gone 
through  the  budget,  to  make  savings  not  only  in 
connection  with  proposed  increases,  but  also,  if 
upon  proper  analysis  and  examination  of  the 
budget  it  appeared  that  there  had  been  any  im- 
proper padding  of  the  pay  rolls,  to  eliminate  such 
padding  of  the  pay  rolls.  That  fact  is  evidenced 
by  our  action  in  connection  with  our  eliminations 
in  the  pay  roll  at  the  House  of  Correction.  But 
on  May  6  a  new  situation  arose.  The  majority, 
so  called,  consisting  of  five  members  of  the  Council, 
without  the  actual  presence  of  Mr.  Coulthurst, 
were  not  willing  to  proceed  with  the  work  on 
Schedule  A  in  the  same  way  that  we  had  been  pro- 
ceeding with  the  general  items  in  Schedules  B,  C, 
D,  E,  F  and  G.  We  all  regretted  the  enforced 
absence  of  Mr.  Coulthurst,  owing  to  the  impaired 
state  of  his  health,  and  we  sincerely  hope  for  a 
speedy  convalescence  and  return  to  his  duties 
among  us.  But  Mr.  Coulthurst  was  included,  and 
we  were  given  to  understand  that  the  majority, 
including  Mr.  Coulthurst,  he  making  the  five, 
were  not  willing  to  proceed  with  the  work  on 
Schedule  A,  and  a  lump  sum  was  suggested,  and,  in 
the  words  of  one  of  the  gentlemen  now  acting  with 
the  so-called  majority,  you  threw  the  segregated 
budget  out  of  the  window.  I  refer,  if  I  may  do  so, 
to  Coun.  Collins.  Monday,  May  8,  was  to  have 
been  the  next  sitting  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  we  were  told  that  Coun.  Coleman 
was  on  the  point  of  returning;  that  if  we  would 
adjourn  *he  sitting  of  the  committee  until  Wednes- 
day he  would  be  with  us.  As  we  were  all  anxious 
to  have  Coun.  Coleman  with  us,  we  acquiesced  in 
the  suggestion  and  deferred  further  sitting  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  until  Coun.  Cole- 
man returned  from  the  West,  Coun.  Storrow  hav- 
ing in  the  meantime  gotten  back,  also.  On  Wednes- 
day, May  10,  we  were  all  very  glad  to  greet 
Coun.  Coleman.  He  was  again  with  us,  but  he 
was  not  ready  to  go  on  with  the  work,  and  it  was 
suggested  again  that  perhaps  if  we  adjourned 
for  twenty-four  hours,  Coun.  Coleman  would  in 
the  meantime  have  opportunity  to  familiarize 
himself  with  the  real  conditions  and  we  might 
expect  to  resume  our  work  in  the  Committee  on 
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Appropriations  on  Thursday  at  three  o'clock. 
Again  we  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion  and  deferred 
to  the  wishes  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  styled 
themselves  the  majority  in  this  report,  suspending 
until  Thursday  at  three  o'clock.  That  was  the 
11th  of  May.  On  that  afternoon,  when  the  meet- 
ing was  called  to  order,  the  chairman  of  the  meet- 
ing at  once  turned  to  the  budget  and  called  for 
action  on  the  Art  Department,  Schedule  A,  intend- 
ing to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  Schedule  A. 
We  were  anxious  to  proceed  with  the  work  on  the 
budget  and  to  pass  on  Schedule  A,  item  by  item,  so 
as  to  complete  the  budget  in  accordance  with  the 
regular  and  orderly  procedure  had  up  to  that  time. 
Much  to  our  surprise,  Coun.  Hagan,  speaking  for 
the  so-called  majority,  presented  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  a  docu- 
ment which  is  styled  "Six  principles,"  stating  that 
he  was  .acting  on  behalf  of  himself  and  four  other 
members  of  the  Council.  Recognizing  the  right 
of  the  majority  to  rule,  we  bowed  to  his  request 
that  a  further  suspension  be  had  for  twenty- 
four  hours  in  order  that  the  gentleman  who 
had  been  connected  with  the  committee  as  a 
special  assistant  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees  might 
have  the  opportunity  of  verifying  certain  figures, 
estimates  and  recommendations  which  appear  in 
the  document  styled  "Six  Principles,"  it  appearing 
by  that  document  and  by  the  statement  of  Coun. 
Hagan  that  $200,000  could  be  taken  from  Schedule 
A.  Accordingly,  an  adjournment  was  had  until 
Friday,  the  following  day,  which  was  the  12th  of 
May,  at  three  o'clock.  On  reassembling  at  that 
time  we  had  presented  to  us  for  our  consideration 
an  amendment  of  Schedule  A.  We  are  all  agreed, 
Mr.  President,  that  a  large  number  of  the  streets 
of  Boston  require  prompt  and  extensive  resurfacing 
and  repair  for  their  proper  maintenance.  In  a  very 
humble  way  I  myself  pointed  out  this  street  situa- 
tion in  remarks  which  will  be  found  in  the  closing 
exercises  of  the  City  Council  in  February,  1915. 
I  think  at  this  time  it  would  be  in  order  for  me  to 
refer  to  an  open  letter  which  appeared  in  the 
Boston  Herald  of  Tuesday,  April  18,  1916,  written 
by  the  Hon.  Nathan  Matthews,  former  mayor  of 
Boston,  in  which  he  declared  that  the  Mayor  can 
find  $500,000  for  streets  by  cutting  pay  rolls  and 
discharging  unnecessary  employees. 

"Former  Mayor  Nathan  Matthews  addressed 
an  open  letter  to  Senator  W.  Prentiss  Parker 
warning  against  the  passage  of  the  Curley  bill 
for  an  increase  of  50  cents  in  the  tax  rate,  which 
is  expected  to  reach  a  vote  in  the  Senate  today. 
The  former  mayor  asserts  that  Mr.  Curley  can 
find  $500,000  for  repairing  the  streets  without 
resorting  to  higher  taxation." 

In  Mr.  Matthews'  letter — and  I  quote  literally — 
I  find  the  following: 

"I  consider  it  a  relatively  easy  matter,  although 
requiring  a  close  consideration  of  details,  to  secure 
$500,000 — which  is  as  much  as  can  profitably  be 
expended  during  the  remainder  of  the  present  fiscal 
year  for  street  repairs — without  impairing  in  any 
manner  the  efficiency  of  any  other  department  of 
the  city  government." 

Perhaps  this  may  be  a  good  place  for  me  to  say- 
just  one  word,  in  line  with  what  has  been  said  by 
1  '<mui.  (  ' .  mIh...  i.i  I  lie  i-lT.-rl  I  In, i,  had  lln'  acl  known 
as  the  Fifty-cent  Tax  Bill  Act  passed  the  Legislature 
and  been  submitted  to  this  Council  for  acceptance 
and  approval,  I  would  have  voted  against  it.  On 
May  6,  therefore,  we  had  the  situation  in  hand  to  this 
extent.  We  had  culled  $300,000  in  round  figures 
from  the  budget;  we  had  also  taken  out  temporarily 
amounts  placed  there  by  the  Mayor  for  paving, 
$100,000,  and  for  Commonwealth  avenue  $47,500i 
if  I  remember  rightly.  We  had  the  special  bill  of 
$150,802,  so  that  we  had  available  on  May  6, 
8600,118-33,  without  having  touched  the  pay  roll. 
I  want  now  to  recur  to  the  matter  of  the  amend- 
ments to  Schedule  A  which  were  offered  by  Coun. 
Hagan  on  Friday  last.  You  will  recall  that  I 
stated  that  when  we  adjourned  on  Thursday  it  was 
to  permit  Mr.  McCaff|rey,  the  special  assistant  to 
the  Clerk  of  Committees,  to  verify  the  figures 
about  $200,000,  which  they  had  taken  from  tin' 
pay  roll,  Schedule  A.  They — and  when  1  say 
"  i  hey,'  I  mean  the  majority — were  quite  content, 
quite  well  satisfied,  pretty  well  pleased  with  what 
we  had  done  on  Items  B,  C,  D,  10  and  F,  where  we 
had  shown  by  our  action  such  a  strong  desire  to 
really  do  something  towards  getting  sorrle  money 
for  the  streets.  But,  instead  of  coining  in  here  on 
Friday  with  an  amendment  or  whatever  you  please 
taking  $200,000  from  tho  pay  roll,  they  had  a  propo- 


sition which  was  placed  before  this  body — and 
when  I  say  this  body,  I  mean  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  consisting  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Council — which  looked  to  the  reduction  of 
$325,000  from  the  pay  roll.  But  they  suddenly 
got  cold  feet.  Upon  inquiring  into  the  items,  the 
large  cut  in  the  Park  Department,  for  instance,  I 
found  that  they  had  taken  out  $00,000,  and  that 
they  intended  to  revamp  the  Park  Department  by 
a  contribution  from  the  Parkman  Fund  of  $60,000. 
I  called  to  their  attention  the  fact  that  that  might 
not  be  a  safe  proceeding,  that  the  Mayor  had  the 
sole  authority  to  originate  appropriations  from  the 
Parkman  Fund  and  that  if  he  failed  in  doing  so 
before  the  31st  of  December  this  year  the  money 
could  not  be  used,  but  would  go  into  the  principal, 
being  merged  with  the  principal.  In  other  words, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Parkman  Fund,  unless 
the  income  is  appropriated  before  the  31st  of 
December  of  any  year  it  merges  into  the  principal 
and  swells  the  principal  to  that  extent.  So,  as  I 
state,  my  friends,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  got  a  case 
of  cold  feet,  and  it  was  immediately  suggested 
that  perhaps  that  $60,000  had  better  be  put  back. 
There  was  also  $10,000  taken  out  from  Sanitary 
Service  in  addition  to  what  we  deducted,  and  upon 
reflection  they  seemed  to  think  that  that  was  a 
little  bit  steep  and  that  they  had,  better  not  do  it. 
So  that  $10,000  was  put  back.  As  a  result  of  those 
two  amounts  being  returned,  we  find  today  that 
they  have  pared  down  the  pay  roll  by  v,  cut  of 
$260,110.07.  As  I  have  already  stated,  Mr. 
President,  we,  the  minority,  the  four  members 
who  have  dissented  from  this  report,  were  ready, 
anxious  and  willing  to  discharge  our  obligations 
to  the  city  as  councilors  and  as  trustees,  in  going  on 
with  the  work  which  had  been  interrupted  on  the 
5th  of  May,  going  through  the  pay  roll  and  if  there 
appeared  any  manifest  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
Mayor  to  pad  the  pay  rolls,  applying  the  knife. 
That,  as  I  have  already  said,  was  evidenced  by 
our  treatment  of  the  House  of  Correction  pay  roll. 
And  we  were  particularly  anxious — and  no  member 
of  the  so-called  majority  could  have  been  in  doubt 
about  that,  for  we  expressed  it  everywhere  and  it 
was  not  kept  in  a  corner — to  start  a  review  of  the 
proposed  increases.  I  have  stated  time  and  time 
again  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  so-called  majority 
that  I  was  ready  to  effect  a  very  substantial  saving 
from  the  proposed  increases;  for  what  a  man  has 
not. got  he  has  not  lost.  -  There  was  no  ducking  on 
our  part.  Our  position  was  as  clear  as  crystal. 
There  was  no  evasion  of  our  duty.  I  have  not 
been  in  sympathy  with  any  attempt  to  reduce  the 
salary  of  any  employee.  When  a  salary  has  been 
established  by  proper  authority  and  under  proper 
executive  function,  I  am  not  willing  to  reduce 
the  salary.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  no  time  to  talk 
of  reducing  salaries.  The  trend  throughout  the 
country  and  throughout  the  world  is  the  other 
way,  upward,  not  downward.  Corporations  today 
are  voluntarily  increasing  salaries.  A  dollar  has 
not  today  the  purchasing  power  it  had  a  few  years 
ago.  The  cost  of  bread,  the  cost  of  cloth,  the  cost 
of  rent,  everything  that  goes  to  make  up  expendi- 
tures for  the  ordinary,  every-day  individual,  has 
increased  tremendously,  and  we  all  know  that  a 
dollar  today  does  not  begin  to  have  the  purchasing 
power  it  had  a  few'  years  ago.  I  have  been — and 
I  think  I  speak  pn  behalf  of  my  confreres  who  are 
acting  with  me  at  this  time — opposed  to  the 
reduction  of  salaries,  such  action  as  the  majority, 
speaking  today  through  this  report,  contemplate. 
They  may  say  what  they  please  about  it.  They 
may  say  that  they  do  not  intend  to  do  it,  do  not 
like  to  do  it,  do  not  want  to  do  it,  or  arc  not  doing 
it;  but  the  fact  remains  that  they  arc  taking 
$260,000  out  of  the  pay  roll  and  are  in  effect  re- 
ducing salaries.  They  admit  that  this  saving  of 
money  is  going  to  affect  employees  of  the  city  who 
received  increases  subsequently  to  November  1, 
1915.  There  is  no  question  about,  thai..  Those 
employees  are  today  receiving  a  regular  salary, 
and  this  action  of  the  so-called  majority  contem- 
plates that  on  the  1st  of  June  there  shall  be  onlj 
sufficient  money  on  hand  in  the  city  treasury  and 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Mayor  to  pay  them  a  sum 
less  than  they  are  now  receiving.  If  thai  is  aol 
reducing  salaries,  1  don't  know  what  reducing 
salaries  is,  Mr.  President.  I  am,  therefore,  <>i>i'"  ed 
to  the  majority  report,  because  1  cannot  oonoul  in 
large  reductions  in  salaries— and  thai  is  what,  they 
contemplate,  large  reductions  in  salaries.  Mr. 
I'm  ident,  1  believe  in  segregation.  1  believe  that 
segregation  is  a  safeguard  far  the  citj  treaaur,  1 
believe  that  segregation  is  a  protection  and  a  safe- 
guard to  the  employees  of  tho  city.     When   the 
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amount  of  money  which  is  put  apart,  set  aside  for 
compensation  for  a  certain  particular  individual 
service  is  put  into  that  little  square  in  the  budget 
sheet,  it  means  that  that  money  must  be  applied 
for  that  specific,  identical  purpose,  and  for  nothing 
else.  You  cannot  cut  it  off  or  do  away  with  it, 
but  must  spend  it  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
appropriated.  Therefore,  I  say  segregation  is  not 
only  a  protection  to  the  city,  the  Mayor,  the  city 
treasury,  buUis  a  protection  also  to  the  employee, 
and  it  prevents  the  administration  from  changing 
amounts  and  giving  different  salaries  during  the 
year.  It  is  a  commitment  of  the  administration 
to  the  salaries  for  that  particular  year,  and  it  is  a 
protection  and  a  defence  to  the  Mayor  when  he  is 
importuned  by  people  for  appointments  to  say, 
"The  money  has  been  all  segregated." 

I  am  now  going  to  discuss  for  a  little  while  the 
very  important  question  of  segregation,  which  is 
paramount.  This  Council  has  abandoned  segre- 
gation; this  Council  is  by  its  act  today  repudiating 
segregation.  The  great  work  which  has  been  per- 
formed in  this  city  during  the  past  year  is  about  to 
be  destroyed  and  the  great  advantages  which  will 
come  to  the  city  are  about  to  be  lost,  by  the  action 
of  the  majority  of  this  Council.  In  June,  1914, 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  made  a  report  through 
its  municipal  and  metropolitan  committee  on 
segregation,  a  segregated  budget,  and  I  am  going 
to  read  fjom  this  report,  for  I  know  it  will  interest 
every  one  of  us,  especially  as  our  distinguished 
president  was  a  member  of  this  committee  and 
signed  the  report.  Let  us  see  what  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  through  its  committee  on  municipal 
and  metropolitan  affairs  said  about  the  segregated 
budget — and  when  I  say  that  I  am  addressing 
myself  especially  to  that  part  of  segregation  which 
has  to  do  with  personal  service,  with  labor,  per- 
manent employees,  temporary  employees,  for  we 
are  all  in  accord,  I  am  very  glad  to  say,  that  segre- 
gation is  perfectly  proper  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
service  other  than  personal,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
equipment,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  supplies,  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  materials,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
special  items,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  incidental  ex- 
penses to  cover  contingencies  other  than  personal 
service,  for  today  the  report  in  that  regard  is 
unanimous.  Let  us  now  turn  to  personal  service 
and  see  what  the  committee  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  says  about  it.  I  am  reading  from  page 
114  of  the  minutes  of  June  1,  1914. 

"The  Lack  of  Definite  Relations  Between  the 
Estimates  and  Appropriations.  It  should  be 
made  clear  that  the  trouble  does  not  lie  in  the  fact 
that  the  estimates  are  suhmitted  with  insufficient 
detail.  The  estimates  are,  on  the  whole,  very  well 
itemized.  Nor  yet  does  the  encouragement  to 
wastefulness  arise  from  the  fact  that  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  share  the  right  to  reduce  these 
estimates." 

I  may  say  that  they  are  now  referring  to  the 
annual  appropriation  bill  of  the  city. 

"The  real  source  of  the  difficulty  lies  in  the  fact 
that  while  estimates  are  submitted  in  detail,  appro- 
priations are  made  iu  the  lump,  and  that  once  an 
appropriation  is  made,  the  estimates  have  no  bind- 
ing force  whatever  upon  the  department  which  has 
submitted  them  as  the  basis  of  its  request  for  an 
appropriation.  Within  the  limits  of  the  total  sum 
appropriated  for  its  use  the  department  can  spend 
the  money  about  as  it  chooses.  The  whole  situa- 
tion, as  the  recent  report  of  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion very  properly  pointed  out,  gives  to  the  public 
'  the  semblance  of  a  desire  to  economize  but  leaves 
the  heads  of  departments  and  the  City  Council  in 
a  state  of  confusion,'  for  neither  can  be  sure,  in  the 
case  of  a  reduction  in  the  appropriation  made 
concerning  the  particular  items  to  which  the  re- 
duction should  apply.  In  a  word,  the  estimates 
and  the  budget  should  be  properly  articulated. 
The  latter  should  be  in  the  same  detail  as  the  for- 
mer. Reductions  should  be  made  by  items,  and 
each  appropriation  should  go  to  a  department  with 
a  clear  indication  of  what  the  Mayor  and  the  Coun- 
cil intend  to  have  done  with  every  dollar." 

Further  on,  in  making  a  comparison  of  the  Bos- 
ton and  New  York  systems,  we  find  this  language: 

"New  York  has  a  segregated  budget,  appropria- 
tions being  made  for  individual  items."  Again, 
"New  York's  budget  shows  to  any  citizen  or  tax- 
payer specifically  how  his  money  is  to  be  spent." 

Again,  "Boston's  budget  allows  a  free  rein  to 
each  department  head  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
total  amount  appropriated  to  his  department,  and 
any  amount  within  the  appropriation  can  be  used 


for  any  purpose  whatever,  though  such  purpose 
may  not  have  been  mentioned  in  the  original 
estimates." 

In  conclusion,  the  report  makes  this  recommenda- 
tion: "That  the  Mayor  be  urged  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  a  segregated  budget  based  on  the 
estimates  of  the  heads  of  departments  and  other 
officials,  showing  in  detail  the  specific  items  for 
which  appropriations  are  requested." 

That  report,  as  I  have  already  stated,  is  signed 
by  the  committee  on  municipal  and  metropolitan 
affairs,  among  the  names  being  that  of  our  dis- 
tinguished President,  Henry  E.  Hagan,  and  also 
the  name  of  William  B.  Munro,  with  whom  I  had 
the  honor  to  serve  on  the  Budget  Commission. 
As  to  Professor  Munro  I  shall  have  some  comments 
to  make  with  reference  to  his  work  on  budget  mak- 
ing, in  a  few  minutes.  I  thought  that  was  fine, 
Mr.  President. 

Coun.  STORROW— It  was  fine. 

Coun.  KENNY — A  year  ago  this  Council, 
together  with  the  Mayor,  put  through  an  agree- 
ment for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  report 
as  to  a  form  of  budget,  and  this  was  done  under 
order  of  the  City  Council  approved  June  8,  1915. 
That  commission  consisted  of  the  Hbn.  Nathan 
Matthews,  formerly  mayor  of  Boston,  John  J. 
Martin,  William  B.  Munro,  Mark  Temple  Dowling 
and  Thomas  J.  Kenny.  The  commission  took  up 
its  work  in  the  early  part  of  July,  1915,  and  I  am 
going  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  commission 
directly.  During  the  progress  of  the  work  of  the 
Budget  Commission  we  were  confronted  with  the 
request  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  that  we  should 
have  a  limited  segregation  with  respect  to  Schedule 
A.  The  Corporation  Counsel  was  not  in  favor  of 
segregation  of  the  particular  items  in  Schedule  A, 
but  was  in  favor  of  lump  sums  for  each  group  of 
items  such  as  salaries,  wages,  materials,  supplies 
and  so  forth.  I  think,  I  may  say,  without  any 
impropriety  or  without  in  any  way  misrepresenting 
the  position  of  the  chairman  of  that  commission, 
that  he  probably  was  in  sympathy  with  that  theory 
of  budget  making  at  the  beginning  of  the  work, 
but,  due  to  no  efforts  on  the  part  of  his  colleagues, 
he  apparently  came  around  to  our  way  of  thinking. 
But  it  was  the  result  of  deep  thought,  study  and 
analysis  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Matthews  himself;  it 
was  not  in  any  way  attributable  to  the  arguments 
or  the  influence  of  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mission. So  along  in  the  latter  part  of  August,  I 
think,  the  chairman  was  in  accord  with  the  other 
members  of  the  commission,  in  favor  of  segregation. 
I  have  undertaken  to  state  here  what  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  stood  for,  and  I  have  for  my  support 
and  evidence  a  letter  written  on  the  27th  of  August, 
1915,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Budget  Commission 
by  John  A.  Sullivan,  Corporation  Counsel.  This 
letter  is  on  file  with  the  papers,  in  whosoever's 
custody  they  may  be,  of  the  Budget  Commission. 
Mr.  Sullivan  said:  "I  have  already  stated  my 
ideas  of  classification  of  the  estimates  and  of  the 
accounts  of  expenditures.  In  my  judgment  the 
actual  appropriations  should  be  for  lump  sums  for 
each  group  of  items — such  as  salaries  and  wages, 
materials  and  supplies,  repairs,  office  expenses  and- 
so  forth."  The  members  of  the  Commission  recog- 
nized that  Mr.  Sullivan's  views,  by  reason  of  his 
long  experience  in  the  government  and  especially 
his  experience  gained  in  service  to  the  city  as 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission,  were  entitled 
to  very  respectful  consideration.  We  took  his 
letter  under  advisement,  and  the  chairman  of  the 
commission  himself,  I  think,  had  three  or  four 
interviews  with  Mr.  Sullivan.  On  the  reassembling 
of  the  commission  after  these  interviews  he  came 
in,  as  I  recall,  feeling  jubilant  over  the  fact  that  he 
had  convinced  Mr.  Sullivan  that  he,  Mr.  Sullivan, 
was  wrong,  and  that  it  was  for  the  protection  of  the 
Mayor,  for  the  protection  of  the  city,  as  well  as 
for  the  protection  of  the  individual,  that  the  items 
be  specifically  appropriated.  Later  the  Budget 
Commission  made  its  report.  I  want  to  refer  in 
passing  to  some  few  little  phrases  and  passages  in 
the  Budget  Commission's  report,  showing  their 
opinions  and  findings  with  respect  to  the  itemized 
segregated  Schedule  A.  I  do  it  for  this  reason.  I 
am  going  to  produce  in  a  short  time  some  letters 
presented  by  Mr.  Matthews  to  this  body,  and  I 
think  that  the  Council  will  be  helped  in  considering 
the  force  and  point  of  those  letters  and  will  be 
aided  by  having  in  mind  what  Mr.  Matthews  said 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Budget  Commission 
said  in  their  report  on  segregation,  item  by  item. 
I  suppose  I  might  say  now,  in  justice  to  Mr. 
Matthews,  that  he  drafted  this  report.  The  report 
says,  "The  word  'budget'  includes  the  department 
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estimates."  Again,  "The  Legislature  of  this  state 
has  by  Statute  1913,  chapter  719,  section  20, 
directed  that  the  appropriating  power  in  every  city 
except  Boston  shall  make  its  appropriation,  in  detail, 
clearly  specifying  the  amount  to  be  expended  for  each 
particular  purpose."  Again,  "This  commission 
is  unable  to  accept  all  the  criticisms  of  the  present 
system  as  well  founded;  but  upon  the  whole  it 
believes  that  a  greater  itemization  of  the  appro- 
priations would  facilitate  the  _  entire  process  of 
making  up  the  entire  budget,  including  the.  esti- 
mates of  the  departments."  Again,  speaking  of 
estimate  sheets,  "This  sheet  contains  in  detail, 
and  arranged  in  groups,  all  the  items,  except  those 
for  personal  service  and  for  expenditures  by  con- 
tract. The  items  of  personal  service,  meaning 
salaries  and  wages,  are  to  be  entered  upon  a  sepa- 
rate sheet  to  be  entitled  'SheduleA,'  with  columns 
similar  to  those  in  the  general  item."  Listen. 
"These  items  could,  of  course,  be  incorporated  in 
the  first  sheet;  but  the  commission  believes  it  will 
be  an  advantage  to  follow  the  practice  adopted  by 
some  cities  in  this  country,  and  have  these  items 
set  out  upon  'a  separate  sheet  or  schedule.  The 
third  sheet,  entitled  'Schedule  B,'  relates  to  items 
involving  expenditures  by  contract.  These  also, 
if  it  is  desired,  can  be  incorporated  in  the  first 
sheet,  thus  reducing  the  number  of  estimate  sheets 
to  one;  but  they  are  quite  numerous  for  a  few  of 
the  departments,  and  it  seems  to  the  commission 
that  the  consideration  of  the  whole,  budget  will 
be  simplified-if  contract  expenditures  are  set  out  in 
a  separate  sheet."  I  would  like  to  call  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  the  fact  that  in  the  group 
headed  "Special  Items"  we  find  this  item,  "Con- 
tracts where  money  is  derived  from  taxes,  as  per 
Schedule  B."  If  you  stop  there  and  cut  off 
Schedule  B  from  the  budget,  how  are  you  going  to 
spend  that  money?  Under  "Budget  Sheets"  we 
find  this  language  in  the  report:  "The  total  num- 
ber of  items  for  all  city  and  county  departments, 
except  the  School  Committee,  including  those  in 
Schedules  A  and  B  as  well  as  those  in  the  general 
item  sheet  of  the  budget,  will  probably  not  exceed 
three  thousand."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  our  present 
budget  consists  of  3,605.  "And  the  entire  budget, 
including  the  expenditures  of  the  last  three  years, 
the  department  estimates,  the  allowances  by  the 
Mayor,  the  votes  of  the  City  Council  and  the  items 
finally  appropriated,  can  be  printed  on  about 
seventy-five  pages  of  the  ordinary  city  document 
size." 

Further  on  in  this  report,  referring  to  itemiza- 
tion, we  find  this  language: 

"This  scheme  may  also  be  compared,  as  to 
extent  of  segregation  and  aggregate  bulk,  with 
the  plans  considered  by  the  City  Council  during 
the  current  year  (1915).  Taking  the  sample 
appropriation  for  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  Sewer  and  Water  Division,  Sewer  Service, 
which  was  the  subject  of  much  debate,  the  first 
scheme  voted  by  the  City  Council  on  April  20, 
1915,  contained  227  items;  the  scheme  which 
appears  in  the  City  Record  under  date  of  May  29 
contains  114  items;  and  that  of  June  5  contains 
seventy-five  item's.  The  scheme  suggested  by 
the  commission,  including  all  the  items  for  Sewer 
Service  which  appear  either  on  the  general  item 
sheet  or  in  Schedules  A  and  B,  comprises  just 
100  items,  or  only  a  little  more  than  the  one  last 
suggested  by  the  City  Council,  and  considerably 
less  than  half  as  many  as  that  first  proposed. 
There  is,  moreover,  in  the  plan  formulated  by  the 
commission  more  segregation  in  the  important 
items  of  labor," — mind  you! — "where  it  is  most 
needed.  In  the  first  scheme  of  the  City  Council 
forty-three  .of  the  227  items  were  lump  sum 
appropriations  for  inspectors,  watchmen,  cleaners, 
stablemen,  teamsters,  masons,  oilers,  engineers, 
machinists,  firemen,  coal  passers,  carpenters, 
gatemen  and  miscellaneous  laborers,  without  any 
specification  of  the  number  of  men  who  should 
be  employed  n  these  respective  classes  of  labor 
or  of  the  wages,  aggregating  over  $161,000,  that 


should  be  paid  them.  The  scheme  of  the  com- 
mission includes,  as  does  every  other  segregated 
budget  Used  in  the  larger  cities,  a  specification 
of  the  number  of  persons  who  can  be  employed 
at  stated  wages.  Indeed,  if  this  is  not  done,  so 
•  much  of  the  budget  as  relates  to  wages  is  not  a 
segregated  budget  at  all,  but  a  lump  sum  budget; 
and  one  of  the  merits  of  the  segregated  form, 
that  it  forces  the  departments,  the  Executive  and 
the  City  Council  to  consider  and  fix  the  exact 
number  of  employees  and  the  rate  of  wages  to  be 
paid,  is  entirely  lost.  Under  the  form  of  budget 
prepared  by  the  _  commission  this  matter,  like 
every  other  question  connected  with  the  appro- 
priations, is  left  to  the  decision  of  the  charter  author- 
ities, but  all  items  must  be  acted  on  separately  and 
specifically." 

And  in  conclusion  we  find  this  language: 

"It  will,  in  particular,  disclose  the  exact  number 
of  employees  which  each  department  is  entitled 
to  carry  on  its  pay  roll  and  the  maximum  compensa- 
tion which  can  lawfully  be  paid  to  each.  It  will 
disclose  just  what  increases  each  department  asks 
for  over  the  corresponding  expenditures  of  the 
three  preceding  years." 

As  a  climax  to  the  report,  all  you  have  to  do  is 
to  turn  to  the  sample  budget  pages  and  you  will 
find  that  Schedule  A  is  carried  out  in  detail  and 
an  amount  fixed  in  a  little  block  opposite  each 
position.  I  would  like  further  to  quote  from  a 
statement  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Municipal 
Research  of  New  York  City,  dated  June  15,  1912: 

This  particular  one  is  entitled  "Short  Talks  on 
Municipal  Accounting  and  Reporting,  No.  10, 
June  15,  1912;  Metz  Fund,  No.  30,  Bureau  of 
Municipal  Research,  261  Broadway,  New  York." 
This  says,  under  the  heading,  "How  New  York 
City  is  solving  the  problem  of  controlling  pay 
rolls": 

"The  method  pursued  by  New  York  City  in  the 
preparation  and  certification  of  pay  rolls  and  the 
means  used  to  exercise  control  over  expenditures 
for  personal  service  furnish  a  striking  example  of 
what  may  be  accomplished  by  the  application  of 
common  sense  methods.  New  York  now  begins 
to  prepare  its  pay  rolls  when  it  votes  the  budget  by 
stipulating  how  appropriations  for  pay  roll  pur- 
poses shall  be  spent  and  how  expenditures  shall  be 
accounted  for.  In  the  first  instance,  departmental 
estimates  must  show  the  various  grades  of  employ- 
ment to  be  provided  for,  number  of  incumbents  in 
each  grade,  and  the  rate  of  compensation.  These 
facts  are  incorporated  in  a  salary  and  wage  schedule 
which  is  made  a  part  of  the  appropriation  bill  or 
budget,  a  condition  of  the  grant  being  that  de- 
partments shall  not  spend  more  for  a  stated  grade 
of  employment  than  the  amount  specified  in  the 
schedule  line. " 

Again,  I  have  here  a  statement  from  the  Bureau 
of  Municipal  Research  of  Philadelphia,  in  which 
I  find  this  language.  This  is  a  suggested  financial 
program  for  Philadelphia,  with  special  reference  to 
the  city  budget  for  1912: 

"Require  that  complete  schedules  of  appropria- 
tion for  'Salaries,  Regular  Employees'  and  'Wages, 
Regular  Employees'  be  shown  in  detail  in  the 
budget.  Each  position  or  grade  included  in  the 
appropriations  should  be  shown  separately  in  the 
schedules,  and  councils  should  by  resolution  re- 
quire that  pay  rolls  be  prepared  and  submitted  to 
the  comptroller  for  audit  and  payment  in  accord- 
ance with  such  schedules.  This  will  make  possible 
definite  and  effective  control  over  appropriations 
for  salaries;  making  difficult  or  impossible  ex- 
penditures not  in  accordance  with  the  schedules. " 

As  a  climax,  in  connection  with  the  question  of 
these  schedules,  I  want  to  file  with  the  records  of 
this  meeting  a  sample  copy  of  the  proposed  budget 
with  relation  to  the  Sewer  Division  of  the  Public 
Works  Department,  which  will  clearly  indicate  the 
manner  in  which  the  Budget  Commission  intended 
that  Schedule  A  should  be  treated  in  all  the  depart- 
ments. 
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And  now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
offering  the  testimony  of  my  colleague  on  the  Bud- 
get Commission,  Prof.  William  B.  Munro,  for 
whom  I  entertain  great  respect,  as  I  have  no  doubt 
we  all  do.  This  book  was  published  since  the 
sitting  of  the  Budget  Commission — "Principles  and 
Methods  of  Municipal  Administration,  by  William 
Bennett  Munro."  The  president  of  this  Council 
the  other  day,  very  facetiously,  I  thought,  brought 
in  the  name  of  Professor  Munro  in  connection  with 
sharing  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Matthews  that  you 
should,  or  had  a  right  to,  report  salaries  in  a  lump 
sum.  I  don't  know  how  far  he  stated  or  attempted 
to  state  the  views  of  Professor  Munro,  but  I  am 
going  to  quote  from  Professor  Munro's  book,  at 
page  450 : 

'Another  arrangement — hitherto  used  in  Boston, 
for  example, — is  commonly  known  as  the  'lump 
sum'  budget  system.  In  the  late  autumn  of  each 
year  the  Mayor  sends  to  all  the  departments  and 
branches  of  the  city  administration  a  supply  of 
blank  estimate  sheets  calling  for  a  certain  amount 
of  detailed  information,  but  not  nearly  so  much  as  is 
required  under  the  New  York  plan."  Mind,  we 
are  talking  about  Boston  now,  or  Professor  Munro 
is.  "Even  what  is  asked  for  is  not  always  returned, 
and  by  some  departments  the  official  blanks  are 
not  used  at  all,  on  the  ground  that  these  forms  do 
not  meet  their  special  requirements.  Each  in  its 
own  way,  however,  the  various  departments  make 
up  and  send  the  Mayor  their  various  estimates, 
some  giving  very  full  details,  others  almost  none  at 
all.  When  all  the  returns  come  to  hand,  early  in 
January —  the  Mayor  usually  makes  a  horizonal 
reduction  in  their  totals,  but  does  not  in  most  cases 
indicate  the  exact  items  to  which  his  reductions 
are  to  be  applied,  for  the  very  good  reason  that  the 
itemization  of  the  departmental  estimates  is  not 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  do  so.  After  thus  revis- 
ing the  totals  the  Mayor  compiles  them  into  an 
appropriation  ordinance,  or  condensed  budget, 
which  he  sends  to  the  City  Council.  Along  with 
this  budget  he  transmits  the  original  estimates 
submitted  to  him  by  the  department,  but  these  are 
not  of  much  help  since  their  totals  do  not  correspond 
with  those  in  the  Mayor's  ordinance.  The  City 
Council  has  no  power  to  increase  the  appropria- 
tions recommended  by  the  Mayor,  but  it  may  omit 
or  reduce  any  of  them  subject  to  his  veto.  Public 
hearings  are  announced  by  the  Council  during  its 
consideration  of  the  figures,  but  these  have  been 
rather  perfunctory.  When  the  budget  has  passed 
the  Council,  it  goes  back  to  the  Mayor  for  his 
signature,  whereupon  each  department  gets  a  lump 
sum  to  spend  as  it  pleases,  without  regard  to  the 
estimates  that  it  originally  submitted.  The  'lump 
sum'  budget  system,  as  used  in  Boston,  disclosed 
many  grave  shortcomings.  For  one  thing,  it  has 
afforded  no  real  protection  against  the  use  of  funds 
for  purposes  other  than  those  for  which  they  were 
granted." 

Remember  that,   gentlemen. 

"On  the  contrary,  such  transfers  or-  diversions 
have  been  made  in  large  amounts  every  year.  It 
has  proved  no  dependable  check  upon  the  tendency 
of  department  heads  to  exceed  their  appropriations. 
It  has  subjected  the  Mayor  and  heads  of  depart- 
ments to  a  continual  bombardment  for  increased 
remuneration  from  every  quarter  of  the  city's 
service  and  at  all  periods  of  the  year.  It  has  pre- 
vented any  substantial  progress  in  the  way  of 
standardizing  either  salaries  or  supplies.  The 
marvel  is  that  a  system  so  deficient  should  be  so 
long  permitted  to  continue  in  any  American  city; 
and  yet  there  are  not  a  few  municipalities  in  this 
country  which  either  vote  their  appropriations  in 
lump  sums  or  segregate  the  items  to  such  a  meager 
extent  that  they  gain  none  of  the  real  advantages. 

'  'There  are  four  essentials  of  a  satisfactory  budget- 
making  system;  if  these  are  secured  the  details 
are  not  of  great  consequence.  In  the  first  place,  the 
estimates  should  be  submitted  with  such  minute- 
ness and  according  to  such  uniform  classification 
as  to  be  readily  comparable  with  those  of  a  prior 
year.  The  purpose  of  this  itemization  is  to  show 
what  things  actually  cost,  and  to  prevent  a  later 
appropriation  that  may  be  made  for  one  purpose 
from  being  used  for  another.  No  greater  detail  is 
needed  than  enough  to  secure  these  ends.  In  the 
second  place,  the  ostirnaJos  .should  be  examined  and 
reported  upon  by  someone  who  is  familiar  with  the 
methods  and  needs  of  each  department  but  is  not 
directly  connected  with  it." 

lias  that  been  done  in  this  report?  ITas  that 
work  been  performed  by  one  who  is  familiar  with 
the  methods  and  needs  of  each  department?  Has 
that  work  been  performed  so  as  to  insure  and  give 


to  the  people  of  Boston  the  feeling  that  that  work 
was  done  for  the  majority  of  this  committee  by 
someone  familiar  with  the  methods  and  needs  of 
each  of  these  departments?  Think  that  over, 
gentlemen.     Professor  Munro  goes  on: 

"No  mayor  or  committee  of  the  council  can  per- 
form this  function  properly,  for  these  officials  have 
neither  the  time  nor  the  special  knowledge  required. 
In  the  third  place,  before  their  final  adoption  the 
estimates  should  be  considered  at  public  hearings. 
In  most  cities  there  is  veiy  little  popular  interest 
in  such  matters,  but  this  is  largely  because  no 
serious  attempt  is  made  to  set  them  before  the 
public  in  understandable  form.  Chambers  of 
commerce,  local  improvement  associations  and 
various  other  civic  bodies  would  unquestionably  be 
represented  at  such  hearings  if  the  issues  could  be 
made  to  center  upon  specific  appropriations  for 
clearly  defined  purposes.  And,  finally,  the  budget, 
when  passed,  should  not  grant  to  each  department 
a  total  sum  to  be  expended  more  or  less  at  discre- 
tion; it  should  present  an  array  of  exact  appropria- 
tions to  be  used  as  designated.  And  this  last 
arrangement,  if  it  is  properly  carried  out,  need  not 
deprive  a  department  head  of  reasonable  freedom. 
The  purpose  for  which  public  money  should  be  spent 
is  a  matter  of  policy,  to  be  settled  by  the  policy- 
determining  organs  of  the  city,  that  is,  by  the  mayor 
and  council,  or,  in  commission-governed  cities,  by 
the  commission.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  determina- 
tion by  administrative  officials.  No  greater  dis- 
cretion, therefore,  need  be  left  to  the  head  of  a 
department  than  such  as  will  enable  him  to  make 
the  best  use  of  his  funds  within  the  exact  limits  of 
the  purpose  for  which  each  appropriation  was  given 
to  him.  If  these  four  essentials  of  a  good  budget 
system  are  secured,  the  chief  ends  of  budget  reform 
will  have  been  achieved." 

So  says  Prof.  William  B.  Munro.  In  this  connec- 
tion I  would  like  to  introduce  the  correspondence, 
very  short,  which  took  place  between  the  chairman 
of  the  Finance  Commission,  Hon.  John  R.  Murphy, 
and  myself,  before  the  opening  of  the  hearings. 
I  should  have  put  it  in  earlier,  but  it  escaped  me. 
On  March  8  I  wrote  this  letter  to  the  Hon.  John  R. 
Murphy: 

Hon.  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman  Finance  Commission, 

Tremont  Building,  Boston,  Mass.: 
Dear  Mr.  Murphy, — I  have  called  a  meeting  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  for  next  Friday, 
March  10,  at  2.30  p.  m.  to  consider  that  part  of  the 
annual  budget  affecting  the  Art,  Assessing  and 
Auditing  Departments. 

If  you  have  any  memoranda  or  data  which  will 
assist  the  committee,  I  am  sure  we  will  be  very 
glad  to  have  the  benefit  of  same. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Thomas  J.  Kenny. 

To  that  letter  I  received  the  following  reply: 
Boston  Finance  Commission, 

March  10,  1916. 
Thomas  J.  Kenny,  Esq., 

Chairman  Committee  on  Appropriations: 
Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  received.  I  believe  that 
the  best  method  for  you  to  pursue  would  be  to  cross- 
examine  the  head  of  each  department  and  have  him 
explain  in  detail  each  increase  asked  for  in  his 
appropriation,  as  compared  with  the  amount 
expended  during  each  of  the  last  three  years, 
especially  last  year. 

Representatives  of  the  Finance  Commission  will 
immediately  verify  the  answers  made  by  the  head 
of  each  department,  and  furnish  the  committee  of 
which  you  are  chairman  unofficially  the  results. 

I  will  have  present  at  your  hearings  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Finance  Commission. 

Very  truly  yours, 
John  R.  Murphy,  Chairman. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  put  into  the 
record  some  other  letters.  I  offer  a  letter  written 
by  the  Hon.  Nathan  Matthews  to  me,  dated  March 
9,  1916,  and  I  do  so  for  this  reason.  In  a  sub- 
sequent lotter  or  opinion  which  Mr.  Matthews 
rendered  to  the  City  Council,  dated  May  12,  1916, 
he  Closes  with  these  words: 

"An  opinion  on  some  other  objections  which  have 
been  made  to  the  application  of  the  segregated 
budget  system  to  this  city  will  be  found  in  a  leUcr 
addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  under  dale  of  March  '.>,   1916." 

Therefore,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Matthews  has 
referred  to  the  communication  of  March  9,  I  think 
it  proper   that   that   letter  should  appear  on   the 
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record.  I  am  going  to  offer  first  an  opinion 
rendered  by  the  Corporation  Counsel,  Hon.  John 
A.  Sullivan,  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
dated  March  22,  1916,  and  also  an  opinion  rendered 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  by  the  Hon. 
Nathan  Matthews,  dated  May  12,  1916.  I  think 
it  fitting  that  these  letters  should  appear  together, 
so  that  they  may  be  examined  one  in  connection 
with  the  other.  I  do  not  think  I  shall  comment 
on  these  letters.  I  think  it  only  fair  to  Mr.  Sulli- 
van, the  Corporation  Counsel,  to  say  that  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  understanding  his  opinion.  I  have 
much  difficulty  in  understanding  the  opinion 
rendered  by  Mr.  Matthews,  and  I  state  that  with 
all  due  respect  to  Mr.  Matthews.  But  there  are 
certain  statements  in  this  opinion  which,  to  my 
mind,  are  not  predicated  upon  the  real  situation, 
and  it  looks  a  little  bit  like  putting  up  a  straw 
man  to  knock  him  down.  But  the  opinion  will 
go  into  the  record  and  will  speak  for  itself. 
I  want  to  say  that  I  entertain  the  highest 
regard  for  Mr.  Matthews  both  as  a  citizen  and  a 
lawyer,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  any  question  to 
which  he  might  give  his  thought  or  attention 
would  receive  at  his  hands  the  very  highest  degree 
of  skill.  But  I  will  read  the  letters  without  any 
comment. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  March  23,  1916. 
John  F.  Dever,  Esq., 

Clerk  of  Committees, 
City  Hall,  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  request  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  of  the  City  Council  for 
an  opinion  in  writing  as  to  the  Council's  right  to 
change  any  item  in  salaries  recommended  by  the 
Mayor  in  the  budget.  The  Council  has  the 
power  under  Statute  1909,  chapter  486,  section  3, 
to  reduce  or  reject  items,  but  not  to  add  or  increase 
items. 

The  exercise  of  this  power,  however,  may  lead 
to  a  conflict  between  the  rights  of  the  executive 
and  the  legislative  branches  of  the  city  govern- 
ment. When  the  Charter  Amendments  of  1909 
were  passed  the  appropriations  were  made  in 
lump  sums.  The  exercise  by  the  Council  of  the 
power  to  reduce  appropriations  did  not  conflict 
with  the  exercise  of  executive  powers,  for  when  a 
lump  sum  estimate  for  salaries  and  wages  was 
reduced,  the  head  of  an  executive  department, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  could  re- 
adjust the  number  and  compensation  of  employees 
in  any  manner  which  seemed  conducive  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  department  and  of  the  city, 
provided  always  that  the  total  compensation, 
according  to  the  scheme  of  readjustment,  did  not 
exceed  the  total  appropriation  in  that  department. 
Such  a  readjustment,  if  made  necessary  by  reason 
of  the  reduction  of  salary  and  wage  items  in  the 
segregated  budget,  could  not  be  made  without 
setting  aside  some  of  the  specific  appropriations 
as  made  by  the  Council  for  salaries  and  wages. 
This  difficulty  might  be  avoided  if,  when  the 
Council  has  determined  upon  the  amounts  for 
salaries  and  wages,  the  department  _  beads  are 
called  in  and  the  readjustment  scheme  is  perfected 
and  the  budget  is  then  passed  in  the  amended  form, 
the  total  appropriations  for  salaries  and  wages 
being  unchanged. 

In  my  opinion  the  adoption  of  the  segregated 
budget  has  not  caused  the  heads  of  departments  a 
loss  of  their  statutory  rights  to  fix  the  number 
and  compensation  of  their  employees,  nor  has  such 
adoption  removed  the  prohibition  contained  in 
section  8  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  upon 
the  employment  of  labor  or  the  exercise  of  execu- 
tive or  administrative  functions  by  the  Council. 
The  authority  given  the  executive  departments 
by  Statute  1885,  chapter  266,  and  Statute  1909, 
chapter  486,  was,  in  my  opinion,  intended  to  give 
the  executive  departments  power  to  fix,  in  their 
discretion,  the  number  and  compensation  of  em- 
ployees in  such  departments,  and  sections  12  and 
8  respectively  of  these  two  statutes  were  intended 
to  exclude  the  Council  from  the  exercise  of  such 
discretion.  The  employment  of  labor  and  the 
fixing  of  compensation  of  employees  by  the  City 
Council  were  the  principal  evils  which  the  Statute 
of  1885  was  intended  to  correct  by  vesting  this 
power  in  the  Executive  and  holding  the  Executive 
solely  responsible  for  its  exercise.  The  safeguard 
against  abuses  of  this  power  was  the  increased 
responsibility  of  the  Executive  and  the  power  which 
was  retained  by  the  Council  to  fix  the  total  amount 
to  be  expended  for  salaries  and  wages.  The  only 
way  to  preserve  the  statutory  right  of  the  execu- 


tive departments  to  fix  the  number  and  compen- 
sation of  employees  under  a  segregated  budget 
system,  is  to  have  a  readjustment  in  detail  by  the 
executive  departments  of  the  pay  roll  appropria- 
tions, within  the  total  of  such  appropriations, 
when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  heads  of  departments, 
such  action  becomes  necessary. 

As  to  prospective  increases  in  number  and  com- 
pensation there  is  no  such  difficulty.  By  pro- 
spective increases  I  mean  additions  to  the  pay  roll 
which  are  proposed  in  the  budget,  the  additions 
not  having  yet  been  made  by  the  executive  depart- 
ment, but  being  dependent  for  final  action  by  the 
executive  upon  the  voting  by  the  Council  of  the 
appropriations  necessary  to  carry  such  increases. 
These  proposed  increases  may  be  rejected  or 
reduced  by  the  Council  without  trespassing  upon 
the  rights  of  the  executive  departments. 

In  anything  said  herein  I  do  not  wish  to  imply 
that  any  department  head  will  insist  upon  the 
right  of  readjustment,  for  I  have  no  information 
to  that  effect,  but  I  feel  that  you  ought  to  know 
what  I  conceive  the  rights  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments to  be  under  the  segregated  budget  system. 
Yours  truly, 

John  A.  Sullivan, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

1134-1138  Tremont  Building, 

Boston,  May  12,  1916. 
Hon.  John  F.  Dever, 

Clerk  of  Committees, 
City  Hall,  Boston: 

Dear  Sir,— I  received  a  letter  from  you  dated 
April  7,  asking  me  to  submit  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  of  the  Boston  City  Council  my 
"opinion  on  legal  questions  raised  by  the  segre- 
gated budget  especially  with  reference  to  the 
questions  raised  by  Corporation  Counsel  Sulli- 
van in  a  letter  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees  under 
date  of  March  22,  1916,"  and  also  to  advise  the 
Council  what  authority,  if  any,  the  Mayor  and 
City  Auditor  have  to  transfer  sums  from  one 
budget  item  to  another  in  the  same  department  or 
between  different  departments. 

Taking  up  the  second  question  first,  I  beg  to 
say  that  the  subject  of  transfers  is  governed  by 
the  second  paragraph  of  section  3  of  chapter  486 
of  the  Acts  of  1909,  the  so-called  charter  amend- 
ments of  that  year.  This  paragraph  was  intended 
apparently  as  a  repeal  of  chapter  261  of  the  Acts 
of  1893  which  prohibited  a  transfer  without  the 
approval  of  the  City  Council.  The  language  is 
not  as  clear  as  it  might  be,  and  it  would  be  difficult 
to  formulate  a  general  opinion  as  to  its  scope  and 
meaning  in  the  absence  of  any  specific  issue  or 
question.  If  at  any  time  the  Council  desires  my 
opinion  on  any  such  specific  question,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  answer  the  same  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

As  to  the  "questions  raised  by  the  Corporation 
Counsel"  in  his  letter  of  March  22,  I  beg  to  say 
that  this  opinion  as  I  understand  it  means  that  the 
City  Council  can  reduce  or  reject  any  footing  or 
aggregate  of  individual  items  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  in  any  part  of  Schedule  A,  but  cannot 
reduce  or  reject  the  individual  items  themselves 
in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  salaries  or  wages  actually 
established  at  the  time  the  budget  is  sent  in. 

With  the  first  part  of  this  opinion  I  entirely 
concur.  It  seems  to  me  very  clear  that  the  City 
Council  has  the  right  to  reduce  or  reject  the 
aggregates  or  footings  of  the  different  sections  of 
Schedule  A  as  submitted  by  the  Mayor.  In  this 
schedule  the  Mayor  has  set  down  not  only  the 
sums  which  represent  the  compensation  of  indi- 
vidual employees  or  groups  of  employees,  but  also 
the  sums  which  represent  the  footings  or  aggre- 
gates of  the  foregoing  allowances  for  each  depart- 
ment. In  the  first  paragraph  of  section  3  of  the 
Charter  Amendments  of  1909  it  is  expressly  pro- 
vided that  the  City  Council  "may  reduce  or  reject 
any  item"  in  the  budget;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  word  "item,"  as  used  in  this  statute, 
includes  the  footings  of  items  as  well  as  the 
component  sums  which  make  up  the  footings. 
The  word  is  nomen  generalissimum,  and  means 
merely  a  "sum"  or  "amount"  of  money.  It  is 
expressly  defined  in  this  sense  in  Statute  1885, 
chapter  266,  section  9;  R.  L.,  chapter  26,  sec- 
tion 10.  In  other  cases  it  is  obviously  used  as  an 
alternative  for  "sum"  or  "amount."  In  some 
statutes  the  word  is  used  apparently  to  designate 
individual  sums  which  make  up  an  appropriation, 
in  others  it  is  clearly  used  to  designate  the  footing 
or  aggregate  amount,  that  is,  the  total  appropria- 
tion for  the  pay  roll  of  a  particular  department. 
See   Statute    1878,    chapter    114,   section   6;     and 
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Statute  1880,  chapter  174,  section  6.  I  enter- 
tain no  doubt  that  if  the  City  Council  passes  the 
individual  items  by  and  acts  only  by  reduction  or 
rejection  on  the  footings  such  action  stands  as  a 
valid  appropriation  if  it  receives  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor.  If  it  does  not  receive  such  approval 
the  whole  appropriation  for  that  section  of  Schedule 
A  fails. 

With  the  other  part  of  the  opinion  of  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel,  namely,  that  the  City  Council 
has  no  power  to  act  upon  the  individual  items  to 
the  extent  of  interfering  with  salaries  or  wages 
already  established  at  the  date  of  the  submission 
of  the  budget,  I  find  myself  unable  to  agree. 
The  question  is  not  free  from  doubt;  but  the 
provision  in  section  8  of  the  Charter  Amendments 
of  1909  upon  which  the  Corporation  Counsel 
seems  to  rely,  and  which  prohibits  the  City 
Council  from  interfering  with  the  employment  of 
labor  or  with  the  executive  business  of  the  city, 
is  controlled  by  the  words  "except  as  otherwise 
provided  in  this  act."  It  seems  to  me  that,  in 
view  of  this  provision  in  section  8,  of  the  general 
language  used  in  section  3,  and  of  the  duty  of 
the  courts  to  construe  liberally  such  a  law,  the 
prohibition  in  section  8  is  not  to  be  construed  as 
limiting  the  express  power  given  to  the  City 
Council  under  section  3  to  "reduce  or  reject  any 
item"  in  the  budget. 

The  result  is  that  I  think  the  Corporation 
Counsel  is  entirely  correct  in  his  views  that  the 
City  Council  can  act  upon  the  footings  or  aggre- 
gates in  Schedule  A,  but  I  am  inclined  to  doubt 
the  validity  of  his  opinion  that  they  cannot  act 
upon  the  individual  items  themselves  if  they 
choose  to  do  so.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
even  if  the  City  Council  has  a  legal  right  to  act 
upon  the  footings  in  Schedule  A  rather  than  upon 
the  individual  items,  to  do,  so  would  be  to  abandon 
the  theory  and  to  lose  the  benefit  of  a  segregated 
budget.  I  am  unable  to  see  the  force  of  this 
contention.  The  value  of  a  segregated  budget 
consists  partly  in  a  full  disclosure  of  the  particular 
purposes  for  which  money  is  wanted,  and  of  such 
detail  in  the  appropriations  as  will  prevent  the 
diversions  of  the  money  to  other  purposes.  The 
extent  to  which  the  appropriations  themselves 
shall  be  itemized  is  a  matter  of  detail,  which 
may  properly  be  decided  by  the  Mayor  or  the  City 
Council  in  any  particular  year  in  the  way  which 
seems  on  the  whole  to  be  best,  without  departing 
from  the  theory  or  losing  the  benefit  of  the  segre- 
gated budget  system.  My  personal  view  would 
be  that  if  the  City  Council  had  sufficient  time  and 
information,  action  by  it  on  the  individual  items 
would  be  preferable  to  action  on  the  footings; 
but  this  is  the  first  year  in  which  a  segregated 
budget  has  been  put  before  the  City  Council, 
and  it  may  well  be  impossible  for  that  body  to 
act  intelligently  this  year  on  each  and  every  one 
of  the  3,600  items  of  the  budget.  If  this  is  the 
case,  the  next  best  tiling  to  do  is  to  act  on  the  indi- 
vidual items  so  far  as  the  Council  has  sufficient 
information,  and  to  act  on  the  others  by  footings 
or  aggregates,  leaving  the  apportionment  of  the 
money,  within  the  total  appropriations,  to  the 
executive  department.  And  if  the  opinion  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel  contained  in  the  letter  of 
March  22,  1916,  is  sound,  this  is  the  only  course, 
so  far  as  the  bulk  of  the  pay  roll  is  concerned, 
which  the  Council  can  lawfully  pursue. 

An  opinion  on  some  otherobjections  which  have 
been  made  to  the  application  of  the  segregated 
budget  system  to  this  city  will  be  found  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  under  date  of  March  9,  1916. 

Trusting  that  the  foregoing  will  be  found  of  use, 
I  remain, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Nathan  Matthews. 

Boston,  March  9,  1916. 
Thomas  J.  Kenny,  Esq., 

87  Milk  Street,  Boston: 
Dear  Mr.  Kenny, — In  conformity  with  the 
request  of  yourself  and  associates  last  Tuesday 
evening,  I  am  sending  you  the  following  informal 
and  purely  personal  opinion  on  certain  objections 
to  the  segregated  budget  which  have  been  brought 
to  my  attention  since  the  Budget  Commission 
reported  last  autumn. 

1.     The  General  Civil  Service  Law. 
The   general   law   respecting   removals,    etc.,  of 
employees  of  the  city  provides  in  its  present  form 
(Statute  1915,  chapter  2f>l)  that,  with  certain  excep- 
tions, every  person  holding  an  office  classified  under 


the  civil  service  rules  of  the  Commonwealth,  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  public  hearing  with  the  right  of 
appeal  to  the  district  court  where  he  resides  for  a 
review  of  any  order  of  removal,  suspension,  reduc- 
tion or  transfer,  and  in  case  it  is  made  to  appear 
that  the  order  was  issued  "without  proper  cause  or 
in  bad  faith,"  the  court  shall  reverse  the  order  and 
the  petitioner  shall  be  reinstated. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  law  prevents  the 
application  of  the  segregated  budget,  as  the  effect 
of  fixing  in  the  annual  appropriation  order  the 
number  of  employees  and  their  compensation  for 
the  several  departments  might  be  to  remove  some 
employees  or  to  reduce  their  compensation;  and 
that  if,  either  by  force  of  the  appropriation  order 
itself  or  by  the  executive  act  of  a  department  based 
thereon,  any  employee  who  should  be  interfered 
with  in  his  position  or  salary  should  procure  from 
the  district  court  a  decree  reversing  the  order  of 
the  department,  the  budget  would  -pro  tanto  be 
inoperative. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  this  question  does  not 
raise  any  issue"  between  the  Mayor  and  the  City 
Council,  but  applies  to  the  entire  appropriating 
body,  that  is,  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
acting  concurrently  under  the  charter  amendments 
of  1909;  and,  if  sound,  means  that  the  power  of 
the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  to  appropriate 
money  for  the  needs  of  the  several  departments 
within  the  tax  limit  laws  has  been  subjected  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts,  this,  in  my 
opinion,  is  an  impossible  construction.  It  is 
incredible  that  the  Legislature  should  have  intended 
in  the  act  in  question  to  hamper  in  any  manner  the 
power  of  the  several  towns,  cities,  and  other  public 
bodies  within  the  Commonwealth,  to  fix  appro- 
priations and  expenditures.  Therefore,  if  in  prac- 
tice, the  Mayor  and  City  Council  shall  fix  the 
appropriation  for  any  department,  division,  officer, 
or  group  of  employees,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
necessitate  action  by  the  head  of  the  department 
abrogating  an  office,  or  reducing  a  salary,  such 
action  could  not  lawfully  be  regarded  by  any  dis- 
trict judge  as  having  been  made  "without  proper 
cause  or  in  bad  faith;"  and,  although  the  act  says 
that  the  decision  of  the  district  judge  shall  be  final, 
a  decision  reached  in  disregard  of  the  foregoing 
principle  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  reviewable 
upon  certiorari,  or  by  some  other  appropriate  pro- 
cess, and  would  undoubtedly  be  reversed  by  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

2.  The  Ordinances  of  the  City  Relating  to 

Officers  and  Boards. 

The  Revised  Ordinances  of  19 14  provide  in  section 
12-  of  chapter  3,  that  every  officer  in  charge  of  a 
department  shall  "fix  the  compensation"  of  his 
subordinates;  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  this 
ordinance  prevents  the  City  Council  from  fixing 
the  compensation  of  employees  as  is  contemplated 
by  the  segregated  budget. 

This  suggestion  may  also  be  rejected  upon  the 
simple  ground  that  the  revised  ordinances  them- 
selves rest  merely  upon  a  vote  of  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council;  that  the  appropriation  order  in  the 
segregated  form  now  contemplated  rests  upon  the 
like  authority;  and  that  both  votes  being  of  equal 
weight  the  later  one  supersedes  the  earlier. 

As  stated  by  the  Budget  Commission  (City  Doc- 
ument No.  92,  page  13)  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
proposed  budget  system  could  be  introduced  by  an 
ordinance,  that  is,  made  permanent  by  vote  of  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council;  and  it  is,  of  course,  still 
more  doubtful  whether  the  City  Council,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  Mayor,  could  segregate  the  various  items 
of  expenditure  in  the  manner  contemplated.  As 
pointed  out  in  the  report,  however,  no  question  of 
this  kind  can  arise  if  the  Mayor  himself  sends  to 
the  City  Council  the  budget  in  the  form  recom- 
mended; and  it  is  assumed  that  the  Mayor  will 
.pursue  this  course  from  year  to  year. 

I  conclude,  however,  without  any  hesitation  that 
whatever  there  is  in  the  revised  ordinances  which 
is  inconsistent  with  the  segregated  budget  derives 
its  validity  from  the  fact  that  it  is  an  ordinance 
and  not  a  statute,  and  that  it  can  be  abrogated  or 
auii'iidi'd  by  :itn  .-ill  iscqncnl  voir  ..I  I  ]..•  Mayor 
and  City  Council,  such  as  the  passage  of  the  annual 
appropriation  order  for  any  year  in  segregated 
form. 

3.  Special  Statutes  Relating  to  Particular 

Departments. 
The  power  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  over 
the  department  appropriations  is,  of  course,  subject 
to  any  special  statute  which  the  Legislature  may 
have  seen  fit  to  pass. 
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The  Budget  Commission  took  the  ground,  on 
pa^e  8  of  its  report,  that  the  "form  of  estimates 
and  budget"  recommended  by  it  should  apply  to 
the  appropriations  for  the  departments,  the  heads 
of  which  are  appointed  by  the  Governor,  such  as 
the  Police  Commissioner,  the  Licensing  Board  and 
the  Finance  Commission;  but  that  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  Schoolhouse  Department  must,  by 
force  of  Statute  1913,  chapter  615,  be  made,  m 
lump  sums.  In  the  light  of  the  fuller  information 
now  available  there  would  seem  to  be  ground  tor 
revising  this  opinion  in  some  particulars.. 

The  Police  Commissioner,  the  Licensing  Board 
and  the  Finance  Commission  have  the  right  by 
statute,  within  certain  limits,  to  spend  money 
without  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council.  Any  attempt,  therefore  to  fax  the 
expenditures  of  these  departments,  either  in  bulk 
or  in  detail,  in  a  manner  not  approved  by  the 
department,  is,  subject  to  the  exceptions  noted, 
clearlv  beyond  the  power  of  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council.  If  any  of  these  departments  request  an 
appropriation  beyond  what  it  is  entitled  to  under 
the  statutes,  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  have 
the  power  either  to  grant  the  request  in  full,  or  to 
grant  it  in  part,  or  to  reject  it  altogether;  but  over 
so  much  of  these  requests  as  do  not  exceed  the 
amounts  for  which  they  can  draw  on  the  city  any 
way,  without  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council,  specific  appropriations  by  the 
latter  would  seem  to  be  entirely  meaningless. 

There  is  an  advantage  in  having  the  total  amount 
to  be  expended  by  these  departments  figure  in  the 
annual  appropriation  order,  so  that  the  latter  may 
correspond  in  the  aggregate  to  the  tax  levy.  1  here 
is  also  a  decided  advantage  in  the  application  of  the 
segregated  budget  svstem  to  the  estimates  of  these 
departments  and  to  the  statement  of  the  expendi- 
tures for  corresponding  items  during  the  three 
preceding  years.  .  , 

My  practical  suggestion,  with  reference  to  these 
departments,  is  that  they  fill  out  the  estimate 
sheets  as  contemplated  by  the  pending  system;  but 
that  the  appropriations  by  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  for  each  of  these  departments  be  made  in 
lump  sums,  except  to  the  extent  that  moneys  may 
be  requested  and  granted  which  are  in  excess  of 
the  statutory  right  of  the  department  to  expend 
money  regardless  of  any  vote  by  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council.  .'•'.,  a. 

Applying  this  suggestion,  for  instance,  to  the 
Finance  Commission,  if  this  body  asks  for  an 
appropriation  not  exceeding  m  the  aggregate 
$30,000,  the  amount  for  which  it  is  authorized  to 
draw  on  the  citv  without  regard  to  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council,  the  amount  had  better  be  voted  in  a 
lump  sum;  but  if  the  department  asks  for  leave 
to  expend  monev  in  excess  of  $30,000  the  excess 
may  lawfully,  and  should  properly,  be  voted  in 

In  the  case  of  the  Police  Commissioner  and  the 
Licensing  Board  it  would  seem,  in  like  manner, 
sufficient  to  vote  the  amount  requested  in  bulk; 
but  to  specify  in  detail  any  expenditures  which 
may  be  in  excess  of  the  amount  for  which  the  de- 
partment is  entitled  to  draw,  regardless  of  action 
by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council.  I  assume  that 
in  the  case  of  all  these  departments  the  estimate 
sheets  will  be  filled  out  in  full  detail.. 

As  for  the  Schoolhouse  Commission,  it  would 
seem  as  if  there  was  nothing  for  the  School  Com- 
mittee to  do  but  to  vote  the  appropriation  in  bulk. 
In  the  case  of  this  department,  however,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  three  hitherto  discussed,  the 
appropriating  body,  although  having  no  control 
over  the  detailed  expenditures,  would  seem  to  have 
full  control  over  the  aggregate. 

There  are  also  some  other  departments  which 
appear  to  have  been  given  special  statutory  power 
over  their  expenditures  superior  to  the  action  ot 
the  Mavor  and  City  Council.  Such,  according  to 
an  opinion  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  in  1878, 
was  the  case  with  the  House  of  Correction,  by 
virtue  apparently  of  a  statute  passed  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  Such  also  would  appear  to  be 
the -case  with  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
under  the  terms  of  Statute  1S7S,  chapter  11. 
Other  possible  exceptions  may  exist  in  the  case  ot 
the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  under  Statute  1864, 
chapter  128;  the  Park  Department  under  Statute 
1875,  chapter  185,  and  the  trustees  of  the  City 
Hospital  under  Statute  1880,  chapter  174. 

Questions  more  or  less  similar  may  also  arise 
with  respect  to  the  appropriations  for  the  various 
departments  of  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

In  considering  what  shall  be  done  with  the  appro- 
priations for  these  departments,  it- should  be  borne 


in  mind  in  the  first  place  that  the  question  raises  no 
issue  between  the  powers  of  the  Mayor  and  the 
powers  of  the  City  Council,  and  that  the  proy1!,1011-8 
of  the  charter  amendments  of  1885  and  1909  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  The  only  issue 
raised  is  between  the  department  heads  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  acting  con- 
currently under  their  charter  powers  upon  the  other 

As  a  practical  matter,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  wise  for  both  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  to 
assume  that  the  budget  system  is  in  all  its  detail 
applicable  to  these  departments  and  to  the  ex- 
penditures thereof  unless  objection  is  made;  that 
if  objection  is  made  by  any  department  the  issue 
raised  should  be  carefully  examined  in  the  light  ot 
all  the  statutes  applicable  to  it;  and  that  it  it  turns 
out  that  an  exception  must  be  made,  the  scope  ol 
the  exception  should  be  confined  to  such  items  as 
are  clearly,  by  force  of  the  special  statute,  not  sub- 
ject  to    determination   by    the   Mayor   and   City 

Taking  up,  for  instance,  the  first  named  of  the 
above  departments  which  might  conceivably  raise 
an  issue  of  this  sort,  the  Penal  Institutions,  that 
department  might  perhaps,  under  the  opinion  of 
Mr  Healy  given  in  1878,  have  contended  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  House  of  Correction  should  be 
voted  in  bulk,  so  as  to  leave  to  the  department 
head  the  determination  of  the  number  and  com- 
pensation of  employees;  but  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion has  been  reorganized  once  or  twice  since  18/8 
and  it  is  altogether  probable  that  the  old  law  has 
been  abrogated  by  subsequent  legislation  In  the 
absence  of  any  demand  by  the  department  it  would 
seem  unnecessary  to  consider  whether  so  much  ot 
the  appropriation  for  the  Penal  Institutions 
Department  as  relates  to  the  number  and  compen- 
sation of  the  employees  of  the  House  of  Correction 
should  be  made  in  bulk  or  by  items. 

Similar  questions  respecting  the  City  Hospital, 
the  Park  Department  and  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  may,  it  seems  to  me,  be  postponed  until  they 
are  raised,  and  if  raised,  would  require  for  their 
determination  a  more  careful  examination  ot  the 
statutes  relating  to  these  respective  departments 
than  I  have  had  time  to  make.  . 

The  only  department  which  so  far  has  objected 
to  the  segregated  form  of  budget  is  the  Public 
Library.  The  trustees  of  this  department  are 
understood  to  be  entirely  willing  to  submit  the 
expenditures  of  the  preceding  three  years  and  their 
estimates  for  the  enusing  year  by  items  in  the 
manner  contemplated  by  the  new  system;  but 
contend  that,  under  the  act  incorporating  the 
trustees,  the  final  determination  of  the  number  and 
compensation  of  employees  is  left  to  them  and  can- 
not be  interfered  with  by  the  Mayor  or  the  City 
Council,  or  by  both  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
acting  concurrently  in  the  annual  appropriation 
order  or  otherwise.  They  concede  that  ttie  Mayor 
and  City  Council  have  full  control  oyer  all  the 
items  of  expenditure  except  those  relating  to  the 
number  and  compensation  of  employees;  that  the 
Mavor  and  City  Council  have  full  control  over  the 
aggregate  amount  to  be  expended  for  such  compen- 
sation; and  that  the  Mayor  has  the  absolute  power 
of  removing  the  trustees  if  he  thinks  that  they  are 
not  exercising  properly  their  statutory  powers  to 
fix  the  number  and  compensationof  their  employees, 
but  contend  that  the  number  and  compensation 
is  to  be  fixed  by  them,  and  not  by  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council,  or  either  of  them,  m  the  appropria- 
tion order  or  otherwise.  . 

I  have  studied  this  question  with  care,  have 
examined  all  the  statutes  which  appear  to  have  any 
bearing  on  the  subject,  both  those  relating  to  the 
Public  Library  Department  and  those  relating  to 
the  general  administration  of  the  city,  and  have 
reached  the  conclusion  that  the  contention  of  the 
trustees  is  sound..  Otherwise  »o.^™ul2n 
given  to  the  provision  of  the  Act  of  .18/8,  upon 
which  the  trustees  rely;  whereas  if  this  Provision 
be  construed  in  the  manner  suggested,  full  effect 
will  be  given  to  it,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
controlling  power  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
to  fix  the  aggregate  expenditure  of  the  department 
for  the  compensation  of  employees  will  be  pre- 
served. A  further  question  may  perhaps  arise  as  to 
whether  the  expression  in  the  Act  of  1878,  assist- 
ants and  subordinate  officers,"  includes  all  .the 
employees  of  the  department  or  not.  Taking  into 
account  the  manner  in  which  these  words  are  used 
in  other  statutes,  the  circumstances  attending  the 
passage  of  this  particular  act,  and  its  general 
purpose,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  phrase 
referred    to   includes    all    the    employees    of    the 
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department.  The  result,  in  my  opinion,  is  that, 
while  the  trustees  of  the  library  should  be  required 
to  fill  out  the  estimate  sheets  as  provided  by  the 
new  system,  so  much  of  the  appropriation  as  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  wish  to  have  expended  by 
the  trustees  for  salaries  should  be  voted  in  lump 
sum. 

The  foregoing  opinion  covers,  I  think,  the  points 
that  we  discussed  last  Tuesday  evening,  and  I 
trust  that  it  will  be  of  use  to  you  and  your  associates. 

My  general  idea  is  that  all  questions  relating  to 
the  application  of  the  new  budget  system  should 
be  treated  in  a  practical  way  which  will  enable  the 
system  to  be  put  into  operation  with  as  little 
friction  as  possible  and  without  disputes  with  the 
mayor  or  any  head  of  department,  except  over 
some  really  vital  matter;  and  in  writing  this 
opinion  the  intent  has  been  to  keep  this  primary 
object  all  the  time  in  view.  A  further  practical, 
and  to  my  mind  important,  reason  for  adopting 
the  suggestions  set  forth  above,  is  that  all  the  time 
and  work  that  the  City  Council  can  give  to  the 
consideration  of  the  budget  will  be  needed  for  the 
analysis  of  those  items  of  expenditure  over  which 
it  clearly  has  control,  and  that  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  valuable  time  to  consider  in  detail  those  items 
or  details  which  it  has  no  legal  power  to  fix. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Nathan  Matthews. 

The  letter  of  March  9,  I  think  all  the  way 
through,  is  an  argument,  an  exposition  of  our 
treatment  of  Schedule  A.  I  think  it  sustains  from 
beginning  to  end  the  contention  which  the  minority 
make,  that  Schedule  A  should  have  been  reported 
item  by  item,  and  I  think  the  only  inference  which 
would  be  drawn  from  Mr.  Matthews'  letter  would 
bear  out  that  statement,  that  Schedule  A  should 
be  reported  item  by  item.  In  closing,  I  want  to 
refer  again  to  the  meeting  which  was  held  by  the 
President  of  the  Council  on  March  9.  I  have 
this  letter  from  Mr.  Matthews,  addressed  to  me: 

'  'Everybody  was  sorry  that  you  could  not  be 
on  hand  at  the  conference  last  evening  which 
lasted  about  five  hours.  A  small  part  of  it  was 
wasted  in  discussing  the  Public  Library  matter: 
but  the  rest  of  the  discussion  brought  out  what 
seemed  to  me  some  very  good  ideas.  As  you  were 
not  there,  I  will  refer  to  those  that  seemed  to  me 
the  most  valuable.  You  will  have  to  hear  all  the 
departments,  of  course,  for  otherwise  there  would 
be  criticism." 

I  am  quoting  from  this  letter  in  part,  because 
there  are  certain  things  in  the  letter  of  a  nature 
that  would  have  no  place  in  our  consideration  of 
this  matter  at  this  time. 

'  'The  suggestion  was  made  that  for  this  reason, 
and  also  because  of  the  impossibility  of  covering 
the  whole  ground  of  the  budget  this  year  with 
care,  it  would  perhaps  be  better  to  divide  the  sub- 
committees up  according  to  subjects  rather  than 
according  to  departments." 

I  offer  this,  Mr.  President,  solely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  that  must  have  been  in  the 
minds  of  these  gentlemen  who  attended  that 
meeting  on  March  9,  and  if  they  had  come  down 
here  to  the  Council  chamber  at  some  time  during 
our  sessions,  as  I  invited  them  to  come,  they 
would  have  advised  us  that  it  was  our  duty  to  go 
through  this  budget  and  segregate  Schedule  A  just 
the  same  as  we  segregated  Schedules  B,  C,  D,  E,  F 
and  G.     Mr.  Matthews  continues: 

"If,  for  instance,  there  was  a  subcommittee 
of  two  to  consider  the  general  topic  of  the  number 
and  compensation  of  the  clerics,  bookkeepers  and 
stenographers  in  the  various  departments,  it 
would  be  possible,  by  estimating  at  different 
grades  with  different  salaries,  to  make  very  con- 
siderable reductions  both  in  number  and  compen- 
sation, and  to  do  it  on  a  uniform  basis  throughout 
the  departments  so  that  no  department  could 
complain  that  it  had  been  discriminated  against. 
Another  subcommittee  might  take  up  the  equally 
fruitful  field  of  foremen  and  subforemen.  The 
third  might  consider  Group  B,  another  C,  and 
another  Group  D,  and  so  on.  This  was  a  sugges- 
tion advanced  in  the  first  place  by  myself,  but 
it  seemed  to  meet  with  the  approval  of  all  present." 

So  I  think  I  now  make  a  fair  statement,  a  fair 
argument,  when  I  say  that  on  the  night  of  March  9, 
when  these  gentlemen — for  whom  I  entertain 
great  respect  and  whose  opinions  I  would  gladly 
take  under  consideration,  for  I  have  respect  lor 
their  opinions  and  for  their  good  intentions,   as 

men    ill  I .'  I .  .-1 1  1 1    ill    I  111'   guild    government    of    111.'   1'ily 

I I  l  In'  r  gentlemen  had  mine  here,  or  if  they  had 
come  here  on  the  10th  of  March,  when  that  inform- 
ation came  to  me,  they  would  have  urged  us  to 


give  full  consideration  to  Schedule  A,  itemizing  it 
and  reporting  items  as  the  minority  expected  and 
desired  to  do.  For  the  reasons  I  have  set  forth  at 
some  considerable  length,  having  taken  much 
more  time  than  I  thought  I  should,  I  want  to  again 
announce  that  I  am  unable  to  agree  with  the 
majority  and  must  therefore  dissent  from  tne 
report  which  has  been  offered  this  afternoon. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  in  the  chair. 

Coun.  HAGAN — Mr.  President,  it  took  my 
good  friend  Coun.  Kenny  an  hour  and  forty-five 
minutes  to  honestly  endeavor  to  justify  his  present 
position.  I  am  going  to  try  to  justify  my  position 
in  a  much  shorter  period  of  time.  From  the 
City  Council  minutes  of  1915,  on  page  80,  I  read  as 
follows: 

"If  the  Mayor  will  permit  a  segregated  budget 
to  be  prepared  along  scientific  lines  for  next  year 
and  if  the  Finance  Commission  will  prepare  reports 
upon  the  other  departments,  the  City  Council 
feels  confident  that  it  can  save  a  million  dollars 
next  year  without  any  impairment  of  efficiency." 

This  is  a  quotation  from  a  statement  signed  by 
Walter  L.  Collins,  George  W.  Coleman,  Walter 
Ballantyne,  H.  E.  Hagan,  John  A.  Coulthurst 
and  John  J.  Attridge.  Mr.  President,  in  my 
honest  opinion  that  statement,  so  given  publicly, 
is  a  solemn  obligation  that  the  signers  made  to 
the  City  of  Boston  to  make  savings  from  the 
segregated  budget  in  a  sufficient  sum  to  care  for 
the  city  streets,  the  bad  condition  of  which  has 
been  so  apparent  to  us  all.  It  so  happens  that 
two  of  the  members  of  the  Council — my  good 
friends  Kenny  and  Storrow — have  not  signed"that 
statement,  but  in  the  course  of  events  it  developed 
during  the  campaign  for  City  Council  last  year, 
when  both  those  gentlemen  were  candidates,  that 
a  similar  document  was  given  to  the  public,  to 
which  those  two  gentlemen,  candidates,  sub- 
scribed to  practically  the  same  thing  as  appears 
in  the  minutes  of  the  City  Council.  Therefore, 
it  is  fair  to  assume — -and  I  think  no  one  will 
deny — that  every  member  of  this  Council  who 
has  signed  this  statement,  as  well  as  Coun.  Kenny 
and  Storrow,  has  signed  an  honest,  and  in  my 
opinion  a  solemn,  obligation  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  to  find  money  through  saving  in  the 
budget  for  the  care  of  the  streets.  No  one  ques- 
tions the  needs  of  the  streets;  every  one  knows 
the  deplorable  condition  that  exists.  This  con- 
dition is  not  of  recent  origin;  it  is  an  accumu- 
lation of  a  number  of  years.  The  streets  of 
Boston  have  been  starved;  starved  because  of 
political  administrations  that  we  have  unfortu- 
nately labored  under  here,  which  took  from 
supplies  and  materials  the  necessary  money  to 
keep  the  streets  in  proper  repair, '  incidentally 
putting  it  into  increases  in  the  pay  rolls  of  city 
employees.  _  That  starved  condition  now  mani- 
fests itself  in  the  deplorable  state  of  the  streets, 
and  it  has  been  evident  to  some — and  I  tliink 
it  is  safe  to  say  evident  to  all — that  the  money 
must  be  found  in  this  budget  to  put  these  streets 
in  proper  repair.  This  money  is  not  going  to 
drop  down  from  heaven.  We  have  got  to  get 
it  out  of  the  budget.  In  the  honest  discharge 
of  our  duties,  in  the  ten  weeks  during  which  we 
labored  long  and  zealously  upon  this  new  segre- 
gated budget,  it  was  evident  to  some  of  us  from 
the  very  start  that  what  we  were  lacking  in  was 
a  program^  a  program  that  would  bring  us  to  a 
common  mind,  where  we  could  center  upon  some 

Erinciples  that  we  could  apply  to  the  figures 
efore  us,  that  would  bring  us  out  some- 
where with  a  result  that  would  be  satisfac- 
tory. There  were  conferences  of  various 
kinds  held  at  various  places.  There  is  no  law 
against  that  that  I  know  of,  nothing  that 
will  prevent  men  in  a  legislative  body  finding 
their  minds  and  arriving  at  some  common  ground 
upon  which  they  can  stand,  satisfactory  to  each 
individual.  Every  effort  was  made  to  get  togel  her. 
On  the  part  of  the  members  of  this  Council  there 
was  a  generous  spirit  manifested  to  give  and  take. 
It  so  developed  after  some  conferences  that  five 
members  of  the  Council  did  find  a  ground  upon 
whirh  their  minds  could  meet,  did  find  some  certain 
principles  upon  which  they  could  agree,  and  aftei 
having  reached  that  ground  other  conferences  were 
in  I'l  with  other  members  of  the  Council,  because 
the  five  were  not  a  self-constituted  committee 
simply  sitting  among  themselves.  Eight,  nun 
bei-s  of  the  Council  sat  in  those  conferences.  \\  e 
held  ourselves  open,  after  finding  a  meeting  ground 
for  our  minds,  to  see  if  it  could  not  be  found 
possible  by  an  even  more  extended  spirit  of  give 
and  take  to  have  eight  members  of  the  Council 
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find  a  common  ground  for  their  minds.     In  passing, 
I  will  say,  of  course,  meaning  no  disrespect  at  all, 
that  I  knew  it  was  impossible,  as  we  all  did,  to 
expect   our   good   friend   McDonald   to   do   other 
than  vote  for  the  Mayor's  budget  as  it  was  put  in. 
That    was    his    mind;  that    met    with    his    entire 
approval.     But,  while  five  members  of  this  Council 
found  a  position  that  they  could  stand  upon  with 
satisfaction  to  themselves,  that  never  prevented 
the    other    four    members    of    the    Council    from 
adopting  a  similar  course  if  they  could  not  agree  to 
the  doctrine  subscribed  to  by  the  majority  of  five. 
There  was  nothing  in   the   world  to  prevent  the 
four  members  of  the  Council  from  sitting  down, 
getting    together    as    individuals    or    collectively, 
going  over  Schedule  A  of  the  budget  item  by  item 
and  submitting  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council 
a  report  that  would  represent  their  sentiments,  as  a 
result  of  their  labors.     But  we  find  no  such  con- 
dition of  affairs.     The  minority  members  ot  this 
Council    have    no    program.     They    are    simply 
occupying  a  negative  position.     They  are  against 
the  program  subscribed  to  by  the  majority  of  five, 
but  thev  have  no  program  of  their  own.     It  they 
have  one  that  they  can  submit  here  that  will  mean 
greater  savings  than  the  one  we  have  submitted 
that  will  look  good  to  me,  I  am  ready  to  vote  for 
it  now      There  is  nothing  in  the  program  submitted 
bv  the  majority  members  of  five  that  is  not  sus- 
ceptible of  amendment,  if  an  amendment  can  be 
agreed  upon  here.     There  is  nothing  infallible  about 
it  nothing  final  about  it.     But  where  is  the  program 
of  the  gentlemen?     I  would  like  to  consider  it  and 
see  if  they  can  show  us  a  way  out,  a  better  way 
than  that  submitted  by  the  majority  members  ot 
this  Council.     Of  course,  it  can  be  said  in  passing 
that   they   could   arrive   at   no   program    because 
immediately  when  the  effort  was  made  to  arrive 
at  tone   my   good  friend   McDonald   would  break 
away.     He  has  only  one  program,  and  that  is  tne 
Mayor's  budget,  from  A  to  Z,  without  the  change  of 
a  figure.     And  if  the  members  of  the  Council  were 
to   accept  the  budget   as  proposed   here   I   don  t 
think  mv  good  friend  McDonald  would  be  alto- 
gether pleased.     He  would  rather  chide  us  a  little 
bit  and  say  that  we  didn't  have  the  courage  to  go  to 
it  and  change  the  Mayor's  figures,  but  he  wouldn  t 
be  altogether  pleased  if  we  didn't.     Mr.  Kenny  in 
his  remarks  has  made  a  reference  to  a  communica- 
tion   received    from   the  Chamber  of    Commerce 
some  two  years  ago,  coming  from  the  Committee 
on  Municipal  and  Metropolitan   Affairs,  of  which 
I  was  a  member  at  that  particular  time.     I  have 
never   spoken   of   this  segregated  budget  since   I 
have  been  a  member   of    the  Council  or  quoted 
at  all  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  its  reports 
at  that  time.     It  can    however    be  said  that  the 
idea  of  segregation  did  originate  m  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  as  nearly  as  my  memory  shows  me 
that  it  was  submitted  for  consideration  of  the  City 
Council  of  that  year,  and  it  is  passing  strange    Mr 
President,  that  the  members  of  this  Council  today 
occupying  the  position  of  a  minority,  who  seem  so 
ardent  and  favorable  to  all  itemization  m  a  segre- 
gated system,  did  not  at  that  time  grasp  the  oppor- 
tunity'that   presented   itself,  to   do   something  to 
advance  budget  making  in  this  community.     JN  otn- 
ing,    however,    was    done.     There    was    no    great 
amount  of  enthusiasm  manifested  by  any  member 
of  this  Council,  other  than  by  Coun.  Coulthurst 
at  that  particular  time,  until  last  year,  when  segre- 
gation as  applied  to  one  of  the  city  departments 
was  taken  up  as  an  issue  between  this  Council  and 
the  Mayor  and  fought  to  a  final  issue,  the  result 
being   the   segregated   budget   as   submitted   here 
today.     I  will  be  very  glad  indeed  to  acknowledge 
the  fact  that  I  was  a  member  of  that  committee 
presenting  the  first  thought  and  idea  of  segregation 
to  the  City  Council,  but  I  want  to  say  to  this  body 
that  the  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
are    progressive    and    not    reactionary    in    their 
thoughts      If,   in  the   light   of   knowledge   of   the 
present  day,  the  report  from  that  committee  could 
be  sent  in  here,  it  unquestionably  would  be  brought 
up  to  date;   it  would  unquestionably  contain  some 
provisions  which  are  not  clear,   and  would  have 
been  presented  in  a  somewhat  different  toim      J. 
do  not  believe  for  a  moment  that  even  the  Budget 
Commission  in  their  presentation  of  the  budget,  as 
nearly  as  I  have  evidence  or  can  find  out,  gay 
serious  thought  or  consideration  to  the  possibility 
of  slack  that  we  have  so  long  .considered  in  this 
body.     In  that  item  alone  there  is  quite  a  bit  ot 
saving  that  never  has  been  taken  advantage  of  by 
any  City  Council  up  to  the  present  time   and  it  is 
quite  evident  to  all  of  us  that  it  could  not  be  taken 
advantage  of  by  an  itemized  schedule  as  applied 


to  Schedule  A.     But  it  had  to  be  taken  advantage 
of-    it  represented   an  honest  saving  that  would 
otherwise  be  frittered  away  in  waste  and  inefficiency 
if  left  in  the  budget.     No  way  opened  itself  to  take 
care  of  this  slack,  this  money  left  available  because 
of  vacancies  that  would  exist  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  city,  through  whatever  causes,      io 
get  that  money  out  necessitated  a  change  in  plans 
and  methods,  and  five  members  of  this  Council, 
seeing  the  necessity,  seeing  the  advantage  of  making 
a  saving  in  that  direction  without  harm  to  any- 
body, opened  their  eyes  and  were  broad  and  pro- 
gressive  enough   to   embrace   the   thought      Any 
other  action,  in  my  judgment,  would  have  been  a 
reactionary  proceeding.     Coun.   Kenny  made  the 
statement  that  certain  members,   certain  people, 
met  at  a  banquet  to  consider  this  budget  some  time 
in  March.     I  would  hardly  dignify  it  by  the  name 
of  a  "banquet,"  as  it  was  a  simple  dinner.      those 
men  were  men  as  much  interested  as  any  of  us  here 
in  civic  affairs — men  interested  in  the  Good  Gov- 
ernment Association,  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
in  the   Finance  Commission, — and   the   idea  and 
thought  back  of  that  was  to  gather  together  a  cer- 
tain number  of  men  so  that  we  might  find  all  their 
thoughts,  so  as  to  bring  the  best  evidence  we  could 
to  bear  on  the  problem  that  was  confronting  us  at 
the  beginning  of  our  task.     I  can  see  no  harm  in 
getting  men  whose  judgment  we  respect,  men  ot 
intelligence  and  honesty,  men  well  versed  in  mume- 
ipal  affairs,  to  sit  down  in  private  and  talk  such 
affairs  over      Coun.  Kenny  evidently  believes  that 
those  men  ought  to  have  come  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  but  isn't  it,  a  fair  state- 
ment to  make  that  no  man  could  come  before  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  unless  he  was  spe- 
cially invited  to  do  so  by  that  committee.'    Citizens 
could  not  come  in  here  and  take  the  time  ot  this 
committee    making    random    remarks.     It    would 
have  to  be  by  invitation.     No  such  invitation,  so 
far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  was  sent  to  any  ot 
these  men  who  signified  a  desire  and  willingness  to 
be  helpful,  to  come  here  at  any  time  if  they  desired 

°Coun  KENNY— Mr.  President,  do  I  under- 
stand that  Coun.  Hagan  denies  the  receipt  of  my 
letter  which  I  quoted  here  in  my  statement  this 
afternoon,  of  March  9,  asking  him  to  extend  to  the 
gentlemen  present  at  his  banquet  an  invitation  to 
come  before  our  Committee  on  Appropriations.' 

Coun    HAGAN— Mr.   President,  it  was  not  a 
banquet;  it  was  a  simple  dinner,  although  my  good 
friend  Coun.  Kenny  continues  to  dignify  it  by  the 
name   "banquet."     His  letter  was  read  to  a  com- 
mittee  of  citizens,   representing  'at  that  time  no 
bodv  in  an  official  capacity.     It  was  read  as  an 
invitation.     It  developed  later  that  those  men  did 
sit  in  conference  with  us,  not  here  in  our  official 
capacity  but  in  other  places  where,  the  councilors 
were  present,  and  did  give  their  views.     On  that 
particular  night  the  councilor  unfortunately  was 
not  there.    It  was  very  evident,  Mr.  President,  in 
the  earlv  stages  of  our  work  that  there  was  going 
to  be  an  honest  endeavor  made  by  the  members  ot 
our  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  cull   out   ot 
Schedules  B,  C,  D  and  E  all  the  nuggets  therein 
It  was  clear  to  all  of  us,  and  I  think  understood  and 
agreed  upon,  that  all  these  city  departments  had 
been  trimmed  down  pretty  close  to  the  bone  in 
other  words,  and  there  wasn't  the  best  opportunity 
to  find  a  vast  sum  of  money  there  or  a  sufficient 
amount  to  provide  for  the  streets,  as  needed,    But 
we  did  apply  our  minds  to  that  matter  and  we  did 
get  results  that  were  fairly  commendable,  on  the 
whole.     It  was  haphazard,  it  was  catch  as  catch 
can,  it  had  the  elements  of  guesswork.     That  was 
manifested  very  clearly,  because  it  was  found  in 
quite  a  few  cases  that  we  had  pared  so  close  that 
we  had  not  only    reduced  the  appropriation  tor 
the  department  as  it  appeared  on  the  budget,  but 
had  out  it  so  low  that  it  had  already  in  the  four 
months  of  the  present  year,  in  some  cases,  pretty 
nearly  exhausted  all  there  was.    So  we  had  to  turn 
around  and   restore  that  money,  giving  an  addi- 
tional amount  to  take  care  of  those  departments  tor 
the  remaining  eight  months  of  the  fiscal  year.    J.  Hat 
shows   that  we   were  pursuing   a  haphazard   and 
guesswork  proceeding,  doing  work  that  had  better 
be  conducted  by  some  stated  program,  following 
some  set  of  principles  that  could  be  applied  equally 
well  in  each  case,  and  which  would  have  brought 
about    more    scientific    and    satisfactory    results. 
Nevertheless,  we  got  good  results  from  B,  C,  JJ  and 
E     Evervbodv  was  willing  to  jump  right  in  there, 
because  that  did  not  hit  salaries  or  affect  anybody 
at  all.     But  when  we  got  to  Schedule  A  there  was 
no  keen  effort  on  the  part  of  anybody  to  jump  in. 
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I  know  I  was  not  struggling  to  get  to  the  front  of 
the  trench,  by  any  means,  and  I  didn't  find  any- 
body else  who  was.  It  was  a  pretty  difficult  propo- 
sition, Mr.  President.  We  were  tackling  something 
which  appeals  to  pretty  much  the. entire  element  in 
our  community.  My  good  friend,  Mr.  Kenny, 
has  given  public  utterance  here  to  the  position  he 
has  occupied.  He  has  stated  in  his^most  emphatic 
way  that  he  is  not  in  sympathy  with  a  reduction 
in  salaries.  I  don't  think  I  am  misquoting  him,  and 
I  certainly  do  not  intend  to  do  so.  He  is  not  in 
sympathy  with  a  reduction  in  salaries.  In  the 
same  breath  he  did  give  utterance  to  the  thought 
that  he  was.  ready  to  tackle  the  so-called  padded 
pay  roll  condition.  That  was  manifested  clearly, 
because  in  the  case  of  the  House  of  Correction, 
when  this  Council  was  sitting  with  closed  doors, 
there  were  some  eight  or  nine  eases  where  an 
individual  lost  his  head  because  of  the  action  of 
this  body,  where  there  was  no  money  to  take  care  of 
it.  His  job  was  lost.  So  it  seemed  to  men  who 
reflected  on  that  condition  of  affairs,  when  we  got 
our  minds  working  on  things  like  that,  that  the 
better  thing  to  do  would  be  to  tackle  the  question 
of  padded  pay  rolls,  which  some  believed  exist,  and 
which  I  wish  to  state  that  I  feel  exist,  some  day 
through  a  right  and  proper  authority,  for  instance, 
through  an  executive  who  wants  to  change  the 
bad  condition  of  affairs.  It  did  not  seem  to  us 
that  that  was  the  work  of  this  Council,  that  it 
was  executive  work;  that  if  we  were  going  to  find 
a  common  ground  we  had  better  eliminate  that 
thought  and  would  better  arrive  at  the  results 
we  were  aiming  at,  along  the  lines  of  least  resist- 
ance; that  if  we  simply  let  conditions  remain  as 
they  were,  cutting  no  man's  salary  off,  if  we 
were  simply  to  tackle  the  increases  in  salary  that 
were  being  offered  in  the  present  budget  and 
some  of  the  increases  put  into  effect  at  the  tail 
end  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  we  would  get  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  to  serve  our  purpose  and  provide  for 
our  streets,  doing  it  with  the  least  possible 
amount  of  hardship  to  any  individual.  The  re- 
sult of  that  labor  was  that  five  members  of  the 
Council  can  now  come  in  and  say  that,  under  the 
program  adopted,  there  is  no  person  in  the  city 
employ  who  is  going  to  lose  his  job,  no  person  in 
the  city  employ  who  is  going  to  have  any  reduction 
of  a  salary  that  has  existed  since  October  last._  He 
is  going  to  enjoy  the  same  salary  that  he  enjoyed 
then,  and  the  city  is  a  pretty  generous  employer 
and  the  salaries  were  not  mean  or  insignificant 
then.  No  man  who  is  enjoying  the  salary  he  had 
last  October  has  any  great  kick  coming  against 
members  of  this  Council,  if  he  clearly  understands 
that  the  money  for  the  purposes  we  have  in  mind 
will  have  to  be  obtained.  There  were  two  ways 
in  which  we  could  go  at  this  matter  of  salaries — 
getting  at  padded  pay  rolls  and  cutting  off  men's 
heads  or  cutting  off  increases  in  salaries.  We 
took  the  wisest  and  most  humane  course,  and  I 
think  in  the  last  analysis  it  is  a  course  that  will 
appeal  to  the  city  employees  and,  I  think,  to  the 
citizens  at  large.  Mr.  Kenny  has  made  the  state- 
ment that  we  took  .$260,000  out  of  the  pay  roll. 
That  is  so,  but  why  not  state  it  all  in  detail?  Why 
leave  it  that  $260,000  was  taken  out  of  the  pay 
roll?  The  councilor  knew  that  •  what  was  taken 
out  of  new  positions,  taken  out  through  refusing 
increases,  was  $88,000,  not  $260,000.  He  knew 
that  the  amount  for  new  positions  we  refused  to 
create  this  year,  because  we  did  not  think  they 
were  necessary  in  the  over-manned  condition  of 
city  departments,  was  $20,000.  He  knew  that 
by  transfers  $81,000  was  saved,  that  by  lost  time, 
so-called  slack,  $55,000  was  saved.  He  knew  that 
in  the  transfer  of  temporary  employees  $2,300 
was  saved;  he  knew  that  the  unassigned  items 
that  it  was  agreed  were  unnecessary  amounted  to 
$7,200,  bringing  the  amount  up  to  the  figures  he 
has  pointed  out  to  you.  _  Now,  those  savings  were 
made  by  disallowing  increases  in  salary.  No 
individual  had  to  sacrifice  his  job.  I  conceive 
that  that  was  the  humane  course  to  have  taken. 
I  want  to  feature  one  particular  thought:  $160,000, 
I  think,  is  the  net  sum  that  five  members  of  this 
Council  are  presenting  to  you  as  their  savings  and 
as  representing  their  best  thought  of  the  amount 
that  can  be  obtained  out  of  this  budget  system 
under  consideration.  Under  that  same  budget, 
if  reductions  in  salaries  only  were  to  be  considered 
by  the  minority  as  submitted  in  the  budget  from 
the  Mayor,  the  total  amount  so  submitted  would 
be  $07,000.  It  is  fair  to  assume  that  they  were 
not  going  to  cut  all  that  $07,000;  it  was  fair  to 
assume  that  they  wouldn't  cut  much  more  than 
half  of  it.     As  there  was  never  any   thought  or 


intention,  in  my  honest  judgment,  to  go  back  of 
February  1  for  reductions,  the  net  result,  had  they 
gone  over  the  budget  item  by  item,  and  if  we  had 
all  gone  over  the  budget  item  bv  item,  would  have 
been  approximately  $40,000,  $50,000,  $60,000, 
because  the  sum  total  available  was  $97,000. 
That,  with  what  we  saved  out  of  tables  B,  C,  D 
and  E,  would  not  have  given  enough  to  take  care 
of  our  streets,  would  not  have  been  doing  our 
full  duty,  would  not  have  been  getting  at 
what  was  really  available.  The  plan  proposed 
by  the  majority  was  broader  in  its  compre- 
hension, broader  in  its  spirit,  took  into  con- 
sideration all  the  elements  of  the  problem 
facing  us,  and  has  netted  us  over  $160,000, 
giving  us  more  than  would  have  been  obtained 
by  the  method  prescribed,  so  far  as  we  have  a 
method  offered  to  us,  by  the  minority  members 
of  this  Council.  The  question,  then,  summarizes 
itself  down  to  this:  Would  a  reduction  of  say  50 
per  cent  of  $97,000  make  a  showing  upon  which 
we  could  properly  go  before  the  citizens  of  Boston 
under  the  circumstances?  With  the  obligation 
that  members  of  the  Council  were  under,  we, 
would  probably  have  come  out  with  less  than 
$50,000  as  the  showing  to  our  credit  in  the  way 
of  savings  from  Schedule  A,  the  salary  list.  I 
don't  think  that  would  have  been  anything  to 
our  credit.  I  certainly,  as  one  individual,  would 
not  want  to  mention  it  with  any  idea  of  having 
credit  for  it.  I  think  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the 
Council  to  come  out  with  $160,000  as  the  net 
amount.  While  we  have  refused  or  disallowed 
increases  in  salaries,  we  have  said  to  the  Mayor, 
"You  know  best,  or  ought  to  know,  what  are 
the  meritorious  cases.  Through  the  heads  of 
your  departments  you  are  in  a  position  to  deter- 
mine that  much  better  than  we  are.  We  will 
give  you  $40,000,  and  ask  you  to  distribute  that 
money  to  the  meritorious  cases,  to  the  people 
who  deserve  increases  in  salary" — and  we  think, 
or  at  least  I  think,  and  I  think  most  of  us  do,  that 
the  necessity  exists  for  increases  in  the  lower  paid 
city  employees  rather  than  among  the  high 
salaried  clerks.  I  hope  the  Mayor  will  apply 
that  $40,000  to  those  meritorious  cases — but  I 
don't  think  he  is  going  to  do  so,  Mr.  President.  I 
think  he  is  going  to  let  those  cases  stay  where 
they,  were,  undeservedly  giving  increases  to  in- 
dividuals who  are  given  the  increases  purely  and 
entirely  for  political  purposes.  I  am  afraid  that 
he  is  going  to  let  the  deserving  cases  stay  where 
they  are,  reducing  to  a  minimum  the  meritorious 
increases  to  individuals.  That,  however,  is  his 
burden  and  not  ours.  We  believe  that  that  is  a 
burden  that  can  be  fairly  and  squarely  placed  on 
the  executive  of  the  city.  If  it  is  not  discharged 
with  fairness  to  city  employees,  the  odium  must 
be  his  and  the  responsibility  must  be  his.  I  feel 
that  the  majority  members  of  this  Council  have 
nothing  to  blush  for  as  the  result  of  these  delibera- 
tions. They  are  passing  upon  this  as  a  scientific, 
broad  proposition.  They  have  set  the  pace  for 
other  city  councils  to  follow.  I  do  not  agree  to 
the  thought  for  a  single  moment  that  there  has 
been  any  abandonment  of  segregation  by  us. 
The  schedules  submitted  to  us  were  a  necessity, 
in  order  to  permit  us  to  arrive  at  our  conclusions. 
Our  good  friend  Mr.  Kenny  believes  that  there 
has  been  an  abandonment  of  segregation.  That 
is  an  honest  expression  of  opinion  of  an  honest 
gentleman,  giving  his  honest  individual  opinion. 
That  opinion  is  subscribed  to  by  three  other 
members  of  the  Council.  It  so  happens  that  five 
other  members  of  the  Council,  equally  honest, 
do  not  subscribe  to  that  doctrine,  however.  They 
do  not  believe  that  it  is  an  abandonment  of 
segregation.  It  can  be  said  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Budget  Commission,  Mr.  Matthews, 
agrees  with  the  five.  We  have  heard  the  reading 
■  of  the  testimony  as  regards  Professor  Munro's 
position  in  the  matter  of  budget  making  by 
Coun.  Kenny.'  I  was  present  at  a  conference  with 
Professor  Munro,  when  Coun.  Kenny  was  present, 
and  I  heard  Professor  Munro  state  that  he  believed 
that  the  position  which  the  majority  took  was  the 
right  position.  Coun.  Kenny  interprets  Professor 
Munro's  writings  in  one  way  and  evidently  the 
professor  interprets  them  in  some  other  way.  The 
situation  develops,  therefore,  that,  while  the  gentle- 
man  and  three  of  his  colleagues  believe  that  segrega- 
tion is  abandoned,  two  members  of  the  Budget 
Commission,  as  well  as  five  members  of  the  Council, 
disagree  with  that  thought  and  say  that  segregation 
has  not  been  nbamloiK'il,  and  that  next  year,  when 
this  budget  is  under  consideration  by  the  Council, 
the  supporting  sheet  under  Schedule  A  must  be  there 
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as  it  is  today.  If  it  is  not  sent  to  us,  it  is  up  to  the 
Council  to  see  that  the  heads  of  the  departments  do 
send  in  sheets  supporting  the  Schedule  A  figures,  in 
order  to  enable  the  Council  of  next  year  to  arrive  at 
the  same  sane,  intelligent  and  comprehensive  con- 
elusion  that  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  have  arrived  at  this  year,  which  they  now 
submit  for  consideration  of  the  members  of  the 

Coun.    McDONALD— Mr.    President,    I    don't 
suppose  that  Mayor  Curley  desires  me  or  anybody 
else  to  defend  him  in  the  matter  of  the  budget  he 
has  sent  to  us  to  pass  upon.     He  is  perfectly  capable 
and  able  to  defend  his  budget,  or  the  budget  which 
he  has  sent  to  us,  himself;    and  when  he  comes  to 
finally  pass  upon  it  he  will  possibly  make  a  state- 
ment as  to  why  he  originally  sent  it  in  in  the  form 
he  did  and  why  he  refuses,  if  he  does  refuse,  to 
approve  some  of  the  items;    why  he  refuses,  if  he 
does  refuse,  to  approve  the  whole  budget  as  finally 
sent  in  by  the  City  Council.     I  am  not  holding  any 
brief  for  Mayor  Curley,  but  I  believe  in  the  admin- 
istration he  is  giving  the  city.      If  Mayor  Curley 
sent  a  budget  in  here  lined  with  gold,  the  gentleman 
who  just  took  his  seat  and  the  other  four  members 
of  the  so-called  majority  would  not  approve  of  it, 
because  it  would  not  satisfy  their  purpose — which 
is,  not  to  approve  a  budget  which  is  satisfactory  to 
everybody,  but  to  approve  something  that  will  be 
politically    satisfactory    to    them   later    on.     Mr. 
President,  I  have  sat  here  every  night  and  every 
afternoon  when  we  were  having  hearings  and  have 
listened  to   the   heads   of  the  departments.     Un- 
fortunately— or   fortunately   for    me,    possibly — I 
did  not  attend  any  of  these  conferences  they  are 
talking  about  now.     I  am  glad  they  are  making 
some  confessions,  any  way,  and  allowing  the  public 
to  know  how  this  budget,  or  Schedule  A,  was  finally 
agreed  upon  by  the  majority  members  of  the  com- 
mittee— although  at  least  two  of  them  have  ad- 
mitted to  me  that  they  had  not  seen  the  cuts  _  of 
some   of  the   departments  until  they  were  being 
read   by    Mr.    McCaffrey.     Evidently   they    were 
approving  something  that  they  never  even  read  or 
saw,  and  yet  they  come  in  and  tell  us  here  that  this 
is  their  conclusion.     I  have  also  tried  to  find  out 
from  Mr.  McCaffrey  who  made  up  these  figures,  and 
the  only  answer  I  could  get  from  him  was  that  the 
man  who  drew  up  the  platform  of  principles  was 
responsible   for  the  figures  he   was  reading.     He 
would  not  tell  us  who  the  man  who  drew  up  the 
platform  of  principles  was,  because  of  the  fact  that 
he  would  violate  a  confidence.     If  we  are  going  to 
employ  somebody  to  investigate  for  us  something 
that  we  desire  to  have  investigated  and  he  is  acting 
in  conjunction  with  some  outsider,  whoever  he  may 
be,  or  half  a  dozen  outsiders,  we  ought  to  know  it. 
I  understand  that  they  have  had  a  suite  of  rooms 
over  in  the  Parker  House  and  that  they  were  draw- 
ing up  their  platform  of  principles  and  arriving  at 
their  conclusions  over  there.    So,  if  there  are  sueh 
conferences   with   outsiders   to    arrive    at   a    final 
solution  of  Schedule  A,  cutting  out  the  wages  of 
employees  who  are  justly  entitled  to  the  wages  they 
are  receiving,  and  they  are  then  to  give  it  out  that 
five  members  of  the  City  Council,  who  are  elected 
by  the  people  to  consider  this  appropriation  bill  and 
to  make  up  their  minds  for  themselves,  are  arriving 
at  this  conclusion,  we  ought  to  know  it.     Certainly 
if  they  are  going  to  allow  some  outsiders  to  do  it, 
I  am  not  going  to  subscribe  to  it.     All  I  have  heard 
since  last  Friday  night  is  that  we  have  got  a  padded 

Say  roll  and  that  the  increases  in  pay  from  last 
fovember  to  the  first  of  February  have  been 
granted  for  political  purposes;  that  the  Mayor  is 
trying  to  build  up  a  political  machine.  It  has  even 
been  said  that  because  of  the  contest  for  the  coun- 
cil last  year  the  Mayor  has  made  these  increases 
in  order  to  build  up  his  machine  and  elect  his 
candidates,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  they  were 
considering  striking  out  these  increases  made  last 
November.  Because  of  that  fact,  Coun.  Collins 
makes  a  statement  here  today — read  by  him  and 
possibly  written  by  him — saying  that  he  wanted  to 
be  satisfied,  that  in  order  to  satisfy  himself  that  the 
salary  increases  were  just,  he  went  over  the  list 
and  could  not  satisfy  himself  from  going  over 
the  list  as  to  the  real  situation.  I  want  to  quote 
him  as  nearly  as  I  can,  and  I  believe  he  said  he 
could  not  separate  the  just  increases  from  the 
unjust  increases,  and  because  of  that  fact  he 
would  have  to  vote  to  strike  them  all  out  and 
to  take  away  from  those  men  and  women  in- 
creases they  were  enjoying.  I  became  interested 
to  find  out  what  the  situation  was  after  the  ma- 
jority, so  called,  had  presented  a  report  here. 
They  recommended  striking  from  the  appropria- 


tion,  from   Schedule   A,    for   street   cleaning   and 
oiling,  .$32,404.48.     They  itemized  it  in  this  way — 
increases,    $5,490;  new   employees,    $10,047;  non- 
filling  of  vacancies,  $10,000;  increases  of  January 
27,  1916,  pro  rated,  $2,200;  increases  of  January 
27,   1916,   supervisor,  pro  rated,   $166;  lost  time, 
additional,    $4,500.     This   is    comparable    to  _  the 
Sanitary  Service,  in  which  6  per  cent  was  testified 
to  as  being  a  fair  reduction  for  lost  time.     This 
$4,500  is  to  make  a  6  per  cent  reduction  in  this 
service,  also.     The  gentleman  who  made  up  this 
supposed  platform  of  principles  and  a  final  solution 
of  Schedule  A  was  not  satisfied  when  Mr.  Kelley 
testified  here  that  they  had  taken  out  of  the  appro- 
priation in  Schedule  A  the  so-called  slack  for  deaths, 
lost  time,  and  so  forth,  that  he  had  taken  out,  if  I 
remember  right,  $27,000  for  slack,  deaths,  and  so 
forth.     But  they  take  off  $4,500  more.     Then  they 
cut  out  of  that  department  for  increases^  $5,490, 
and  tell  us  that  they  are  not  going  to  discharge 
any  city  employee.     Therefore,  in  order  to  know 
what  I  was  talking  about  and  not  make  a  rash 
statement,  as  has  been  made  by  the  five  gentlemen 
who   favor  the  majority  report,   I  had  the  City 
Auditor  prepare  for  me  the  names  and  amounts 
of  all  the  employees  who  received  increases  of  pay 
from  November  1  of  last  year  to  February  1  of  this 
year.     I  find  out  that  my  friend  Coun.  Collins  has 
never  looked  over  this  list  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  distinguish  between  the  just  increases  and  the 
unjust  increases.     I  find  that  nobody  has  looked 
over  the  list  down  there  that  they  know  of,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  that  is  true  when  I  take  the  list  given 
me  officially  by  the  City  Auditor.     Nobody  here 
will  disagree  with  me  and  say  that  it  is  not  correct. 
I  find  out  that  it  must  be  correct  and  must  be  true 
that  nobody  went  down  there  to  find  out  who  had 
an  increase  from  November  of  last  year  to  February 
of  this  year,  because  of  the  fact  that  in  every  one 
of    these    items    they    have    suggested    decreases 
amounting  to  300  or  400  per  cent  over  the  increases 
actually    given.     For   instance,    take    the    Public 
Works  Department,   Street  Cleaning  and  Oiling, 
I  find  here  in  the  copy  handed  me  by  Mr.  Mitchell 
today    that   in   the    Street    Cleaning   and    Oiling 
Service  the  only  increases  were  granted  to  foremen. 
There  are  eleven  foremen  who  had  $300  restored 
to  them  that  the  Mayor  took  out  the  first  year, 
when  he  was  reducing  salaries,  and  satisfying  some 
of  these  men  who  have  been  referred  to  here  that 
it  should  be  done  in  order  to  run  the  city  properly. 
These   men   have   that   $300  restored   to   them — ■ 
eleven  men  at  $300  apiece,  making  $3,300.     But 
they  have  taken  off  $5,490  here  for  increases.     I 
would  like  to  ask  some  of  the  five  men  here  who 
favor  this  report,  who  say  that  they  are  not  seeking 
to  strike  anybody  from  the  pay  roll  or  to  injure  any 
city  employee  in  any  way,  how  they  can,  under 
the  itemized  form  of  budget,  talcing  the  way  that 
Schedule  A  is  sent  to  us,  every  man's  name  and 
the  amount  he  receives  per  day  or  per  year  being 
placed  alongside  of  each  other,  and  without  any 
unassigned   or   new   items   for   new   employees, — 
how  they  can  get  along  with  the  reduction  they 
make  here  and  not  discharge  any  city  employees? 
I  also  find  certain  increases  here,  Mr.  Chairman, 
in    the    Sewer    Service.     For    instance,    here    is 
Cornelius  L.  Sullivan,  a  painter,  going  from  $2.75 
to  $3.50  a  day,  the  Union  scale  of  wages;  John  J. 
O'Brien,  a  rodman,  from  $1.50  a  day  to  $782.50  a 
year,  a  grade  increase,  and  so  on.     They  have  cut 
off  in  the  Sewer  Service,  $3,918.20  for  increases, 
and  the  whole  total  here  does  not  amount  to  $1,400. 
Then  there  is  the  Hospital  Department^    I   will 
simply  read  a  few  names  and  then  have  this  whole 
thing  made  a  part  of  the  record,  to  show  to  the 
public,  at  least  those  who  may  desire  to  read  about 
the  situation  afterwards,  that  the  increases  which 
have  been  made  were  not  political.     There  is  not 
a  political  increase  in  the  whole  lot.     They  were 
not  made  for  political  purposes,  in  spite  of  the 
buncombe  that  has  been  handed  out  to  the  effect 
that  all  the  increases  were  political.     Mr.  Hagan 
for    several    minutes    this    afternoon    wanted    it 
distinctly    understood   that   these   increases   were 
political,  that  they  were  handed  out  to  build  up  a 
machine  for  Mayor  Curley,  and  that  they  would 
not  be  tolerated  by  the  five  men  who  had  agreed 
to  this  report.     Just  imagine  the  situation.     They 
come  in  here  and  tell  us  that  they  cannot  separate 
the    just    from    the   unjust.     Take    the    Hospital 
Department.     Here    is    Grace    Lane,     who    was 
getting  $18  a  week  and  who  had  been  increased  to 
$20  a  week,  and  a  number  of  other  increases  here 
of  the  same  nature.     And  yet  they  say  they  don't 
want  to  approve  of  these  increases  because  they 
were  made  for  political  purposes  and  that  they 
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cannot  separate  the  just  from  the  unjust.  They 
disallow  them,  and,  of  course,  they  will  say, 
as  they  said  the  other  night,  that  they  do  not  pro- 
pose to  allow  the  Mayor  to  increase  pay  unless  he 
has  consulted  or  conferred  with  them.  They 
want  to  know  before  the  Mayor  increases 
anybody's  pay  what  it  is  for,  and  why  he  should 
increase  it.  "But,"  they  say,  "to  take  care  of 
all  these  increases,  to  take  care  of  what  we 
are  taking  away  from  these  men  and  women, 
we  will,  if  the  Mayor  will  send  in  the  proper 
order,  appropriate  $40,000,  so  that  the  Mayor 
can  use  that  $40,000  in  any  way  he  sees  fit.  We 
don't  care  what  he  does  with  it;  he  can  do  any- 
thing he  wants  to.  He  can  increase  the  pay  of 
some  of  these  men  here,  make  some  contemplated 
increases,  or  do  anything  he  likes,  as  long  as  we 
can  show  a  saving  and  take  the  ground  that  the 
increases  by  the  Mayor  from  November  1  to  Feb- 
ruary 1,  during  the  campaign  for  the  City  Council, 
were  made  for  political  purposes.  We  don't 
care  what  he  does  with  the  $40,000  later  on, 
but  we  want  to  show  that  we  made  this  saving." 
That  is  the  way  they  have  been  trying  to  go 
at  this  Schedule  A  all  the  time.  They  don't 
tell  you  where  the  money  is  going  to  come  from 
or  how  the  departments  can  get  along.  They 
are  satisfied  to  cut  from  the  Sanitary  Street 
Cleaning  Department  $30,000,  and  there  is  not 
a  name  on  the  pay  roll  of  a  person  who  is  not 
doing  good  work  for  the  city.  They  cannot 
show  that  they  are  cutting  out  for  slack,  because 
the  head  of  the  department  and  the  clerk  pro- 
vided for  slack  before  the  budget  was  put  in. 
If  that  is  true,  how  are  they  going  to  get  along  with 
this  additional  cut?  How  are  they  going  to  run 
the  Sanitary  Street  Cleaning  Department  with- 
out that  $30,000?  Somebody  will  have  to  lose 
his  job.  The  President  of  the  Council  read 
from  a  sheet  of  paper.  I  suppose  he  read  from  the 
same  kind  of  a  sheet  that  I  have  here.  When 
those  items  were  read  off  the  other  night  I  copied 
them,  possibly  the  same  as  he  did.  He  talks 
about  transfers,  $75,000.  Why,  good  Lord, 
if  you  transfer  from  the  Sewer  Department  to 
the  Paving  Department,  you  haven't  given  the 
Paving  Department  anything  to  take  care  of  the 
man  while  he  works  for  the  Paving  Department. 
If  you  can  get  along  without  his  services  in  one 
department  and  propose  to  transfer  him  to  another, 
you  have  got  to  have  the  money  there  to  take 
care  of  him.  But  you  have  stricken  that  money 
out.  Somebody  has  to  suffer.  As  I  said  the  other 
night,  you  might  be  trying  to  fool  yourselves, 
but  you  are1  not  going  to  fool  me,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  submit  a  minority  report  to  show  how 
I  stand  in  the  matter.  I  am  satisfied  here,  and 
always  have  been  during  my  service  here,  in  the 
old  Common  Council  and  the  Legislature,  to  vote 
for  anything  that  in  my  opinion  was  just  to  the 
people  who  sent  me  here;  and  I  do  not  come  here, 
and  do  not  propose  or  want  to  do  so,  if  I  have  to 
come  here  and  vote  for  something  or  do  some- 
thing, that  somebody  outside  wants  me  to  do. 
I  am  able  and  competent  to  make  up  my  own 
mind,  and  I  don't  think  that  the  men  who  came 
in  here,  the  five  members  of  the  majority,  did 
make  up  their  own  minds.  I  want  to  read  some 
of  the  increases  that  they  struck  out.  Take  the 
Hospital  Department.  Here  is  a  nurse  who 
was  raised  from  $12.50  a  month  to  $16.67  a 
month;  a -nurse  from  $10  a  month  to  $12.50  a 
month — and  so  on  down  the  line.  And  then  they 
tell  you  they^  would  be  unable  to  make  up  their 
minds,  even  if  they  saw  these  increases.  I  con- 
tend that  they  never  saw  them,  and  that  they 
never  went  to  the  auditor's  office  to  find  out  what 
they  were.  If  they  did,  they  have  attempted 
to  fool  the  other  four  members  of  the  Council 
and  the  public  by  coming  out  with  this  statement 
which  has  been  presented  to  us,  cutting  out  from 
the  Hospital  Department  increases  both  in  and 
not  in  the  budget.  This  paper  shows  the  increases 
that  have  been  given  from  November  1  of  last 
year  to  February  of  this  year,  and  they  cut  off 
$3,163.53,  although  there  is  not  half  that  amount 
of  increases.  Mr.  President,  I  have  agreed  to  cut 
my  remarks  as  short  as  possible  in  order  to  satisfy 
a- member  who  is  anxious  to  gel  away,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  do  it;    but  I   wan!   it  distinctly  under- 

I'k.iI     I  hal  .    no    mill  Irr    «    ,:i       the     |',v    idrnl     .11     I  111' 

other  five  members  think  of  my  attitude  lure,  I 
have  been  consistent  and  am  coin].'  In  be  con- 
sistent today.  I  am  satisfied  and  was  satisfied 
to  take  item  by  item.  I  was  opposed  to  the  segre- 
gated form  of  budget  making  las!  year,  and  that 
is  why  my  name  was  not  attached  to  that  paper 


which  has  been  read  here  today,  because  I  did  not 
believe  in  the  system  they  wanted  to  establish 
at  that  time  of,  if  I  remember  right,  sixty-seven 
items  for  the  Sewer  Department  pay  roll  alone. 
Coun.  Hagan  last  year  voted  for  the  segregated 
system  of  budget  making  that  would  itemize 
the  Sewer  Department  to  the  extent  of  sixty- 
seven  different  items  for  the' pay  roll  alone;  and 
then  he  comes  in  here  and  kicks  that  overboard 
and  says  that  in  cutting  amounts  by  lump  sums 
from  Schedule  A  he  is  justified  under  the  segre- 
gated system  of  budget  making.  I  want  it  dis- 
tinctly understood,  as  I  said  before,  that  I  am 
consistent  today,  that  my  position  is  the  same  as 
when  I  started.  When  we  were  talking  about 
the  House  of  Correction,  Coun.  Hagan  and 
Collins  both  voted  to  cut  out  those  salaries  from 
May  1;  but  the  other  night,  as  soon  as  the  meeting 
was  called,  Coun.  Collins  and  four  other  members 
wanted  it  distinctly  understood  that  they  would 
not  stand  for  having  a  name  struck  from  the 
pay  roll.  They  were  satisfied  to  do  it  before  and 
they  must  have  got  cold  feet.  There  must  have 
been  some  change  of  heart,  coming  entirely  from 
the  outside,  that  made  them  afraid  of  public 
sentiment.  I  am  consistent,  with  Coun.  Ballan- 
tyne,  as  I  was  then.  I  did  not  favor  in  Executive 
Committee  reducing  the  pay  roll  or  striking  a 
name  from  the  pay  roll,  because  I  didn't  think 
we  had  authority  to  do  it,  and  the  men  stricken 
from  the  pay  roll,  the  employees,  were  giving 
good,  competent,  efficient  service.  I  trust  that 
the  majority  report  will. not  be  accepted,  because 
the  reasons  given  by  the  five  members  are  not 
true.  They  cannot  adopt  that  method  and  get 
along  without  striking  names  from  the  pay  roll. 
They  cannot  get  along  with  the  amounts  allowed 
in  Schedule  A  without  discharging  city  employees; 
and  I  trust  that  the  majority  report  will  not  be 
accepted. 

[The  following  are  the  increases  in  salary  since 
November  1,  1915,  as  submitted  by  Coun.  MC- 
DONALD for  inclusion  in  the  record: 

Auditing  Department. 

Daniel  J.  Falvey,  clerk,  $1,600  to  $1,700  per 
annum. 

John  F.  Woods,  clerk,  $1,500  to  $1,600  per  an- 
num. 

William  D.  Nagle,  clerk,  $1,400  to  $1,500  per 
annum. 

Thomas  M.  Lannon,  clerk,  $1,400  to  $1,500  per 
annum. 

James  E.  Gallivan,  clerk,  $1,300  to  $1,400  per 
annum. 

Charles  J.  McCarthy,  Jr.,  clerk,  $1,100  to  $1,200 
per  annum. 

Dennis  F.  O'Leary,  clerk,  $1,000  to  $1,100  per 
annum. 

Building  Department.— Board  of  Appeal. 
Lillian  Wolfson,  clerk  and  stenographer,  $625  to 
$800  per  annum. 

Fire  Department. 

Herbert  J.  Hickey,  stenographer,  .$1,200  to  $1,400 
per  annum. 

John  J.  Coholan,  clerk,  $1,050  to  $1,200  per  an- 
num. 

George  F.  Murphy,  clerk,  $1,850  to  $2,100  per 
annum. 

Nathan  Cohen,  clerk,  $800  to  $1,000  per  annum. 

Daniel  J.  Quinn,  clerk,  $1,600  to  $1,800  per  an- 
num. 

James  P.  Maloney,  clerk,  $1,600  to  $1,800  per 
annum. 

William  J.  Hurley,  clerk,  $1,300  to  $1,500  per 
annum. 

Edward  L.  Tierney,  cleric,  $1,400  to  $1,000  per 
annum. 

John  J.  Kelly,  storekeeper,  $1,400  to  $1,800  per 
annum. 

Hospital  Department. 

William  McPherson,  assistant  cook,  $64  to  $68 
per  month. 

Thomas  Sims,  chef,  $25  to  $30  per  week. 

Grace  Lane,  head  bookkeeper,  $1S  to  $20  per 
week . 

Inez  E.  Trafton,  secretary,  $19  to  $21  per  week. 

Katherine  A.  McNulty,  typewriter,  $16  to  .sis 
per  week. 

Mary  A.  Lane,  copyist,  $1.1  to  $16  per  week. 

Ella  Ij.  Green,  head  clerk,  $16  i"  sis  ,„.,•  week. 

Joanna  E.  Sweoney,  copyist,  $12  to  $1  i  perweek. 

Margaret  Quinn,  copyist,  $12  to  $11  per  week. 
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Agnes  G.  Wright,  copyist,  $10  to  $18  per  week. 
Helen  G.  Carolan,  copyist,  $12  to  $14  per  week. 
Joseph  Harran,  center  orderly,  $30  to  $35  per 
month. 

George  H.  Jonah,  steward,  $95  to  $100  per 
month. 

John  Daly,  laundryman,  $55  to  $63  per  month. 

Fred  C.  Way,  supervisor,  $50  to  $55  per  month. 

Morris  Ginsberg,  nurse,  operating  room,  $50  to 
$60  per  month. 

Joseph  P.  Martin,  apothecary  assistant,  $62.50 
to  $70  per  month. 

Ellis  Reed,  apothecary  assistant,  $25  to  $28  per 
month. 

Charles  Skorey,  electrician,  $22  to  $25  per  week. 

George  E.  Coburn,  engineer's  clerk,  $14  to  $15 
per  week. 

Roy  Smith,  chef,  $65  to  $70  per  month. 

Dr.  William  J.  Brickley,  resident  physician, 
$2,000  to  $2,500  per  year. 

Dr.  Samuel  W.  Ellsworth,  physician,  X-Ray  Serv- 
ice, $1,800  to  $2,000  per  year. 

Daniel  J.  Donovan,  chief  engineer,  $1,800  to 
■  $1,900  per  year. 

Thomas  Clark,  ambulance  driver,  $17.50  to 
$18.50  per  week. 

Michael  H.  Brown,  jobber,  $12  to  $14  per  week. 

Luke  F.  McDermott,  jobber,  $9  to  $10  per  week. 

Robert  J.  Perchard,  jobber,  $9  to  $10  per  week. 

John  Ward,  jobber,  $9  to  $10  per  week. 

Russell  H.  Spencer,  supervisor,  $50  to  $55  per 
month. 

Four  porters,  South  Department,  $4.67  to  $7 
per  week. 

Engineers,  $21  to  $23  per  week. 

Furnace  tenders  and  porters  (Relief  Stations), 
$16  to  $17  per  week. 

One  laundryman,  $14.50  to  $15  per  week. 

One  laundryman,  $12.50  to  $13  per  week. 

Two  laundrymen,  $11.50  to  $12  per  week. 

One  laundryman,  $10  to  Sll  per  week. 

One  gauze  sorter,  $10  to  $11  per  week. 

Two  laundrymen,  $9  to  $10  per  week. 

One  laundryman,  $7  to  $9  per  week. 

One  laundryman,  $7  to  $9  per  week. 

One  laundryman  (Relief  Station),  $14.50  to  $15 
per  week. 

Carl  L.  Miner,  nurse,  $30  to  $35  per  month. 

Frank  H.  Rand,  nurse,  $25  to  $30  per  month. 

Horace  J.  Hayden,  nurse,  $25  to  $30  per  month. 

Grace  E.  McEachern,  head  nurse,  $40  to  $45  per 
month. 

Mary  C.  Parker,  nurse,  $12.50  to  $16.67  per 
month. 

John  J.  Callahan,  nurse,  $30  to  $35  per  month. 

Arthur  Thimel,  nurse,  $25  to  $30  per  month. 

Elizabeth  R.  C.  Green,  nurse,  $12.50  to  $16.07 
per  month. 

Margaret  M.  Roan,  nurse,  $10  to  $12.50  per 
month. 

George  Ayers,  center  orderly,  $20  to  $22.50  per 
month. 

Ronello  M.  Sleep,  nurse,  $10  to  $12.50  per 
month. 

Earland  Hardison,  nurse,  $25  to  $30  per  month. 

Katie  Harkins,  laundress,  $20  to  $30  per  month. 

Daniel  F.  McCarthy,  nurse,  $25  to  $30  per 
month. 

Elizabeth  Weisman,  laundress,  $20  to  $30  per 
month. 

Stanis  Zubiel,  laundress,  $20  to  $30  per  month. 

Amalie  I  Torjusen,  laundress,  $28  to  $30  per 
month. 

John  J.  O'Malley,  nurse,  $30  to  $35  per  month. 

Bernard  F.  Wircher,  nurse,  $25  to  $30  per 
month. 

Mary  E.  Turner,  nurse,  $12.50  to  $16.67  per 
month. 

Meta  Clark,  nurse,  $10  to  $12.50  per  month. 

May  M.  Houston,  nurse,  $10  to  $12.50  per 
month. 

Ettie  A.  Owen,  nurse,  $10  to  $12.50  per  month. 

Margaret  M.  Hughes,  .nurse,  $12.50  to  $16.67 
per  month. 

Carolyn  B.  Ranger,  nurse,  $12.50  to  $10.67  per 
month.  < 

James  R.  Ferguson,  nurse,  $25  to  $30  per  month. 

Sarah  Morrison,  laundress,  $20  to  $30  per 
month. 

Samuel  Johnson,  laundryman,  $9  to  $10  per 
week. 

Charles  W.  Robie,  nurse,  $25  to  $30  per  month. 

Joseph  Mooney,  nurse,  $30  to  $35  per  month. 

Mary  C.  Sears,  nurse,  $10  to  $12.50  per  month. 
.  Lottie  B.  Ashley,  nurse,  $12.50  to  $16.67  per 
month. 


Catherine  F.  Crowley,  nurse,  $12.50  to  $16.67  per 
month. 

Irene  Reinhalter,  nurse,  $12.50  to  $16.67  per 
month. 

Joseph  Shea,  nurse,  $30  to  $35  per  month. 

Austin  A.  Waldo,  nurse,  $35  to  $50  per  month. 

Grace  McEachern,  head  nurse,  $45  to  $50  per 
month. 

Francis  J.  Loughlin,  center  orderly,  $20  to 
$22.50  per  month. 

Eliza  S.  Williams,  nurse,  $12.50  to  $16.67  per 
month. 

Clifford  E.  Hudson,  center  orderly,  $20  to  $22.50 
per  month. 

Catherine  J.  Kane,  nurse,  $12.50  to  $10.67  per 
month. 

Helen  L.  Kelley,  nurse,  $10  to  $12.50  per  month. 

Edward  Tighe,  window  boy,  $25  per  month  to 
$7  per  week. 

John  J.  Lyons,  nurse,  $25  to  $30  per  month. 

Lily  P.  Remahl,  head  nurse,  $40  to  $50  per 
month. 

Ernest  A.  Fortier,  nurse,  $300  to  $360  per  year. 

Francis  L.  Norman,  center  orderly,  $240  to  $270 
per  year. 

Clara  F.  Managhan,  nurse,  $12.50  to  $10.67  per 
month. 

Isabelle  C.  Manning,  nurse,  $12.50  to  $16.67  per 
month. 

James  Curley,  cook's  assistant,  $468  to  $540  per 
year. 

James  J.  Norton,  kitchen  man,  $408  per  year 
to  $39  per  month. 

Lena  Kahp,  laundress,  $20  to  $30  per  month. 

Archie  A.  Paul,  nurse,  $300  to  $360  per  year. 

Clinton  F.  Waldo,  nurse,  $300  to  $360  per  year. 

Winifred  H.  Maeomber,  nurse,  $10  to  $12.50  per 
month. 

Pauline  Riha,  nurse,  $10  to  $12.50  per  month. 

Emilie  Penard,  nurse,  $12.50  to  $16.67  per 
month. 

Amelia  L.  Field,  nurse,  $8  to  $10  per  month. 

Eight  firemen,  $19.50  to  $21  per  week. 

Three  coal  passers,  $14  to  $16  per  week. 

Law  Department. 

Joseph  P.  Lyons,  $4,000  to  $5,000  per  year. 

Daniel  J.  Kane,  $2,000  to  $2,500  per  year. 

Edward  T.  McEttrick,  $2,200  to  $2,500  per 
year. 

Nina  F.  Bachelor,  secretary,  $1,400  to  $1,700 
per  year. 

Mary  A.  Glynn,  telephone  operator,  $360  to 
$520  per  year. 

Mayor. 

Edward  J.  Slattery,  assistant  secretary,  $1,600 
to  $2,000  per  year. 

Health  Department. 

Christopher  J.  Harris,  assistant  media  man, 
$10  to  $15  per  week. 

James  Murttra,  assistant  media  man,  $10  to 
$15  per  week. 

James  A.  Wall,  assistant  media  man,  $10  to 
$15  per  week. 

Dr.  Francis  J.  Keleher,  clerk,  $950  to  $1,200 
per  year. 

Edward  A.  Burt,  constable,  $1,000  to  $1,200 
per  year. 

Denis  D.  Johnson,  sanitary  inspector,  $1,100 
to  $1,400  per  year. 

Dr.  Frederick  J.  Bailev,  assistant  city  phvsieian, 
$1,200  to  $1,800  per  year. 

Boston  Infirmary  Department. 
Susan  V.  Sillars,  nurse,  $10  to  $12  per  month. 
Anna  M.  DeCoste,  nurse,  810  to  $12  per  month. 
Scythie  V.  Barron,  nurse,  $10  to  $12  per  month. 
Isabelle  R.  Binns,  nurse,  $10  to  $12  per  month. 
Mary  L.  Kelley,  nurse,  $10  to  $12  per  month. 
KathrynE.  Nathan,  nurse,  $10  to  $12  per  month. 
Vasilike   Haralambou,    nurse,    $10    to   $12    per 
month. 

Sadie  S.  Grossman,  nurse,  $10  to  $12  per  month. 
Anna  S.  Kenny,  nurse,  $10  to  $12  per  month. 
Rose  Sico,  nurse,  $10  to  $12  per  month. 
Emily  McQueeney,  nurse,  $10  to  $12  per  month 
Edith  G.  Thornell,  nurse,  $10  to  $12  per  month. 

Park  and  Recreation  Department. 

James  B.  Shea,  deputy  commissioner,  $3,500  to 
$4,000  per  year. 

Charles  E.  Putnam,  chief  engineer,  $2,500  to 
$3,000  per  year. 

Hugh  C.  McGrath,  superintendent  of  baths, 
$2,600  to  $3,000  per  year. 
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Public  Buildings  Department. 

James  Conlon,  assistant  engineer,  $18  per  week 
to  $1,100  per  year. 

Frederick  C.  Ward,  chief  clerk,  $2,200  to  $2,500 
per  year. 

Daniel  J.  Fitzpatrick,  janitor,  Curtis  Hall, 
$1,000  to  $1,200  per  year. 

Printing  Department. 
Matthew  J.  Sweeney,  pressman,  $16  to  $18  per 
week. 

Supply  Department. 
James  F.  Casey,  stenographer,  $600  to  $900  per 
year. 

Street  Laying-Out  Department. 

James  T.  Doherty,  senior  draughtsman,  $3  per 
day  to  $1,300  per  year. 

John  C.  Tobin,  Jr.,  axeman,  $3  per  day  to  $3.50 
per  day. 

Joseph  H.  Mahoney,  boy,  $6  to  $9  per  week. 

Charles  A.  Kelly,  boy,  $6  to  $9  per  week. 

John  F.  Hurley,  rodman,  $12  per  week  to  $900 
per  year. 

Public  Works  Department. 
Central  Office. 

John  J.  Connelly,  clerk,  $1,200  to  $1,500  per 
year. 

Daniel  R.  Murray,  civil  service  clerk,  $1,400 
to  $1,600  per  year. 

Joseph  H.  Stack,  clerk,  $1,200  to  $1,400  per 
year. 

Edward  J.  McMinnie,  clerk,  $1,200  to  $1,400 
per  ye  ar. 

Daniel  E.  Sullivan,  clerk,  $1,200  to  $1,400  per 
year. 

John  J.  Quinn,  assistant  chief  clerk,  $2,500  to 
$2,700  per  year. 

Edward  A.  McGrath,  claim  agent,  $1,500  to 
$1,700  per  year. 

Thomas  F.  Roe,  cashier  and  clerk,  $1,700  to 
$1,800  per  year. 

James  C.  Gallagher,  clerk,  $1,800  to  $2,000  per 
year. 

Richard  A.  Kerin,  stenographer,  $480  to  $800 
per  year. 

Lighting  Service. 

Michael  T,  Callahan,  clerk,  $1,040  to  $1,500  per 
year. 

Bridge  Service. 

John  J.  O'Neil,  clerk  and  stenographer,  $1,200 
to  $1,400  per  year. 

Thomas  H.  Sexton,  supervisor  of  bridges,  $2,400 
to  $3,000  per  year. 

Boston  and  Cambridge  Bridges. 
(These  Amounts  Paid  by  Boston.) 

James  A.  Gorman,  drawtender,  $550  to  $600 
per  year. 

Hugh  J.  Mullen,  drawtender,  $550  to  $600  per 
year. 

Thomas  J.  Murphy,  drawtender,  $550  to  $600 
per  year. 

Peter  Boodro,  assistant  drawtender,  $450  to  $500 
per  year. 

John  H.  Tukey,  assistant  drawtender,  $450  to 
$500  per  year. 

Edward  V.  Maddigan,  assistant  drawtender, 
$450  to  $500  per  year. 

Patrick  A.  Berkeley,  assistant  drawtender,  $450 
to  $500  per  year. 

George  J.  Dunn,  assistant  drawtender,  $450  to 
$500  per  year. 

Timothy  Crowley,  assistant  drawtender,  $450 
to  $500  per  year. 

John  A.  Solari,  assistant  drawtender,  $450  to  $500 
per  year. 

John  J.  O'Connell,  assistant  drawtender,  $450 
to  $500  per  year. 

Thomas  F.  Toomey,  assistant  drawtender,  $450 
to  $500  per  year. 

Frank  H.  Waitt,  assistant  drawtender,  $450  to 
$500  per  year. 

Joseph  G.  Toland,  assistant  drawtender,  $450 
to  $500  per  year. 

Howard  R.  Burgess,  assistant  drawtender,  -$,450 
to  $  500  per  year. 

Martin  F.  Carew,  assistant  drawtender,  $450 
to  $  500  per  year. 

William  11.  Blanchard,  assistant  drawtender, 
$450  to  $500  per  year. 

Walter  B.  lloitt,  assistant  drawtender,  $,450  to 
$500  per  year. 


Paving  Service. 

John  J.  Mullen,  clerk,  $1,400  to  $2,000  per  year. 

Patrick  J.  Malley,  assistant  engineer,  $1,800  to 
$1,900  per  year. 

Joseph   P.   Hutchinson,  stenographer,   $1,400  to 
$1,600  per  year. 

Dr.  Patrick  J.  Cronon,  chief  veterinarian,  $2,500 
to  $3,000  per  year. 

Ralph  E.  Reardon,  inspector,  $1,095.50  to  $1,252 
per  year. 

Sanitary ,  Service. : 

James   A.    Guthrie,   foreman,   $1,500   to   $1,800 
per  year.  > 

Michael  J.  Carmody,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800 
per  year. 

James  R.  Crozier,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800  per 
year.  i 

James  J.  Sullivan/foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800  per 
year. 

Benjamin  J.  A.  Green,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800 
per  year. 

John.  A.  Dillon,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800  per 
year. 

Thomas  Mclnerney,  horseshoer,  $2.75  to  $3.75 
per  day. 

Charles  McCarthy,  janitor,  $2.50  to  $3  per  day. 

James  E.  Crowley,  wharfinger,  $1,300  to  $1,500 
per  year. 

Street  Cleaning  and  Oiling  Service. 

Thomas  J.  Watson,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800 
per  year. 

Thomas  O'Leary,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800  per 
year. 

Michael  J.  Pumphret,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800 
per  year. 

Bartholomew  Haley,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800 
per  year. 

William  V.  Quinn,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800  per 
year. 

John  P.  Kelley,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800  per 
year. 

William  H.  Dolan,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800  per 
year. 

John  H.  O'Brien,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800  per 
year. 

Patrick  J.  McNulty,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800 
per  year. 

Cornelius  Owens,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800  per 
year. 

John  J.   Carey,  foreman,  $1,500  to  $1,800  per 
year. 

Sewer  Service. 

Cornelius  L.  Sullivan,  painter,  $2.75  to  $3.50  per 
day. 

John   J.    O'Brien,    rodman,    $1.50    per    day    to 
$782.50  per  year. 

Hilliard  C.  Donovan,  rodman,  $1.50  per  day  to 
$782.50  per  year. 

James  L.  Rock,  rodman,  $1.50  per  day  to  $782.50 
per  year. 

James  J.  Connors,  rodman,  $469.50  to  $782.50 
per  year. 

Robert  D.  Roche,   rodman,  [$469.50  to  $782.50 
per  year. 

Leo  A.  Rull,  rodman,    $469.50  to  $782.50  per 
year. 

Edward  J.  Ryan,  transitman,  $1,400  to  $1,500 
per  year. 

Edward  J.  Ryan,  inspector,  $1,095.50  to  $1,505 
per  year. 

J.    Philip    O'Connell,    draughtsman,    $1,400    to 
$1,700  per  year. 

John  M.  Hurley,  investigator,  $1,100  to  $1,300 
per  year. 

James    Hurley,    assistant    engineer,    $1 ,600    to 
$1,800  per  year. 

James  A.  Ackland,  transitman,  $1,200  to  $1,300 
per  year. 

Charles  N.  Ryan,,  cement  tester,  $1,100  to  $1,300 
per  year. 

Harry  J.  Rockett,  clerk,  $1,600  to  $1,700  per 
year. 

William  B.  Roche,  transitman,  $1,200  to  $1,300 
per  year. 

Daniel  J.   Lynch,  assistant  engineer,  $1,400   to 
81,600  per  year. 

William  A.  Johnson  assistant  engineer,  $1,400  to 
$1 ,600  per  year. 

Thomas  A.  Fiimeran,  assistant  engineer,  $1,600 
to  $1,800  per  year. 

Walter  E.  Brown,  transitman,  $1,400  to  $1,500 
per  year. 

James  A.  Hell,  transitman,  $1,200  to  $1,300  per 
year. 
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Water  Service. 

Arthur  E.  Gaygin,  clerk,  $1,200  to  $1,400  per 
year. 

George  H.  Finneran,  general  foreman,  $2,400  to 
$2,800  per  year. 

Michael   A.    Horigan,    stenographer,    $1,G00    to 
$1,700  per  year. 

Frank   Donnelly,   chief  clerk,   $1,800  to   $2,000 
per  year. 

House  of  Correction. 

John  C.  Baxter,  officer,  $600  to  $660  per  year. 

John  J.  Walsh,  officer,  $660  to  $800  per  year. 

John  J.  Lorden,  officer,  $800  to  $900  per  year. 

William  E.  Dower,  officer,  $480  to  $600  per  year. 

Michael  J.  Doyle,  officer,  $600  to  $660  per  year. 

John  M.  Walsh,  officer,  $800  to  $1,200  per  year. 

William  J.  Crowley,  officer,  $660  to  $800  per  year. 

Michael  O'Donnell,  officer,  $480  to  $540  per  year. 

John  J.  Deveraux,  officer,  $060  to  $800  per  year. 

Timothy  J.  Kelley,  officer,  $480  to  $540  per  year. 

Ambrose  Ingraham,  officer,  $480  to  $540  per  year. 

Louis  Baker,  officer,  $480  to  $540  per  year. 

William  B.  Bvrnes,  officer,  $480  to  $540  per  year. 

Daniel  A.  Herlihy,  officer,  $480  to  $540  per  year. 

George  F.  Haskins,  officer,  $480  to  $540  per  year.l 

President  HAG  AN  in  the  chair. 


Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  it  is  not 
often  that  I  have  taken  up  the  time  of  the  Council 
to  make  lengthy  remarks,  because  I  have  dis- 
covered in  my  two  short  years  here  that  what  we 
say  during  formal  meetings  of  the  Council  has 
very  little,  if  any,  bearing  on  the  action  we  take. 
These  matters  are  threshed  out  in  committee 
meetings,  either  in  executive  committee  meetings 
or  meetings  of  the  other  committees,  and  how  we 
will  stand  is  there  decided.  There  we  make  up 
our  minds,  and  when  we  come  into  the  City  Coun- 
cil we  are  ready  to  vote.  I  have  been  unable  to 
see  any  object  in  talking  here  except  to  put  our- 
selves on  record  in  matters  where  our  position 
might  subsequently  be  referred  to  for  campaign 
purposes.  The  members  have  been  present 
throughout  all  these  hearings,  have  expressed 
themselves  more  or  less  at  length  on  every  point 
raised,  and  I  think  the  citizens  of  Boston  have 
little  doubt  where  we  all  stand.  I  am  very  sure 
that  we  have  come  here  this  afternoon  not  expect- 
ing to  change  our  minds  on  the  issue  at  stake  and 
not  expecting  any  new  material  to  be  presented 
that  might  cause  us  to  change  our  minds.  I  want 
to  say  a  word  also  concerning  the  absence  of  some 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
during  the  last  ten  weeks.  It  is  true  that  three  of 
us  have  had  periods  of  absence  during  this  pro- 
tracted term  of  ten  weeks,  perhaps  unprecedented 
in  any  committee  meetings  of  the  Boston  City 
Council.  It  is  true  that  two  of  the  members  who 
have  been  absent, were  absent  because  of  ill  health. 
I  am  sure  we  all  appreciated  and  understood  the 
difficulties  which  kept  them  away.  I  want  to  say 
a  word  in  reference  to  my  own  absence  of  two 
weeks  ending  about  the  12th  of  May.  I  was  not 
away,  as  might  have  seemed  to  be  the  case  from 
the  remarks  made  here,  merely  on  a  lecture  tour, 
in  the  sense  that  one  goes  away  to  give  lectures 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  income.  I  was 
away  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  engagements 
made  six  months  in  advance  in  connection  with 
the  National  Convention  of  the  Open  Forum 
Council,  at  its  annual  gathering,  of  which  I  was 
the  chairman  and  the  head.  It  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  me  to  be  there  and  entirely  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  change  the  date.  Other  engage- 
ments I.  made,  gathering  around  that,  were  in 
Buffalo,  in  connection  with  work  closely  asso- 
ciated with  and  that  could  not  be  separated  from 
the  other.  I  think  a  great  deal  of  credit  is  due  to 
the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  wonderful  way 
in  which  they  stuck  to  their  jobs  during  those  ten 
weeks.  Almost  every  afternoon  and  evening, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  had  to  pursue 
the  activities  of  their  own  daily  lives,  there  were 
few  absences,  and  those  absences  were  only  ren- 
dered necessary  by  such  circumstances  as  I  have 
referred  to.  That,  I  think,  reflects  great  credit 
on  all  the  members  of  the  Council.  There  is 
another  incidental  matter  to  which  I  wish  to 
make  reference.  I  read  in  the  paper  the  other  day 
that  the  Mayor  had  made  this  statement: 

"The  irregularity,  if  not  illegality,  of  recording 
the  vote  of  the  absent  member,  Mr.  Coulthurst, 
shows  how  little  the  Council  cares  for  principle 
or  orderly  procedure  when  it  is  determined  to 
push  its  way  through  to  the  desired  object." 


It  seemed  to  me  that  the  Mayor  descended 
below  his  own  well-known  generous-heartedness 
when  he  made  that  statement.  It  is  only  recently 
that  we  were  afforded  the  spectacle  of  his  advancing 
the  money  for  the  scrub  women  at  City  Hall, 
and  everyone  appreciated  the  consideration  shown 
for  those  women  and  knew  that  it  was  in  accordance 
with  the  tender-heartedness  of  the  Mayor  when 
it  comes  to  the  treatment  of  individuals  in  a 
relationship  like  that.  But  one  hundred  men  in  the 
city  would  have  been  glad  to  make  that  provision 
for  the  women  and  would  have  done  so  without 
any  publicity,  if  they  had  got  the  opportunity. 
It  seems  to  me  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  should 
also  show  some  human  feelings  towards  one  of 
his  associates  in  the  city  government  who  sat  here 
under  the  most  difficult  circumstances  and  had  such 
courage,  spirit  and  nerve  that  he  was  ready,  if 
necessary,  to  remain  with  us  throughout  that 
eight-hour  session,  in  order  to  register  his  con- 
viction on  one  of  the  most  important  matters  that 
has  ever  come  before  the  City  Council.  If  the 
other  members  of  the  Council  had  been  of  the  mind 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  it  would  have  forced 
that  situation  on  our  fellow  member,  Mr.  Coul- 
thurst, compelling  him  to  remain  here.  But  I 
want  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  position 
taken  by  my  fellow  member,  Mr.  Kenny,  showing 
his  kindly  feeling,  good  citizenship  and  humanity, 
in  making  the  decision  he  did  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Coulthurst  and  the  position  that  he  would  be 
allowed  to  take  in  the  matter  of  having  his  vote 
recorded.  When  the  Mayor  implies  that  the 
majority  of  the  Council  were  pushing  that  matter 
through  without  consideration  for  legal  form  or 
ceremony,  he  simply  gets  miles  away  from  the 
facts,  because  every  member  of  the  Council, 
including  his  own  most  loyal  lieutenant,  Coun. 
McDonald,  were  in  accord  with  the  common- 
sense  and  good  feeling  evinced  in  the  matter  by 
Chairman  Kenny.  We  have  had  an  experience 
this  year  as  a  Council  that  we  have  never  had 
before.  We  have  perhaps  previously  taken  the 
attitude,  while  the  Mayor  was  going  oyer  the 
estimates  of  the  heads  of  departments,  of  criticising 
when  he  got  through,  wondering  why  he  had  not 
cut  more  out,  why  he  had  not  made  larger  savings, 
why  he  had  not  looked  after  this,  that  or  the  other 
interests.  Now  that  we  have  been  handling  the 
budget  ourselves  in  detail,  I  think  that  every 
honest  member  must  have  larger  respect  for  the 
difficulties  that  the  Mayor  has  had  to  deal  with 
every  year  in  making  up  the  budget.  The  Mayor 
cut  out  nearly  $2,000,000  from  the  estimates  made 
by  the  heads  of  the  departments,  estimates  that  are 
supposed  to  be  made  in  sincerity  and  honesty, 
according  to  the  needs  of  the  departments.  The 
Mayor  cut  out  nearly  $2,000,000  from  the  estimates 
of  the  heads  of  his  departments  of  amounts-that 
they  swore  they  needed  for  their  work.  That  was 
done  without  any  great  outcry  from  the  heads  of 
the  departments,  city  employees  or  any  one  else, 
because  the  Mayor  necessarily  had  to  make  a  cut 
in  order  to  bring  the  amount  within  the  tax  levy. 
Some  of  those  cuts  were  made  without  even  the 
'  ceremony  or  form  of  consulting  with  the  head  of  the 
department.  That  was  very  necessary,  I  have  no 
doubt,  and  I  am  not  criticising  the  Mayor  on  that 
account.  He  knows  his  business  better  than  I  do. 
But  I  can  understand  this  year  better  than  ever 
before  the  difficulty  of  cutting  down  the  estimates 
of  the  heads  of  the  departments  by  $2,000,000. 
Nevertheless,  he  did  it,  and  in  some  instances 
without  consulting  the  heads  of  the  departments 
at  all.  The  matter  then  came  to  the  City  Council 
and  we  have  cut  out,  roughly  speaking,  half  a 
million  dollars,  after  examining  with  the  greatest 
care  not  only  the  heads  of  departments  in  detail, 
and  some  of  them  at  great  length,  but  after  also 
considering  every  criticism  that  could  be  brought 
to  bear  by  the  Finance  Commission — and  they 
brought  in  their  criticisms,  so  to  speak,  by  whole- 
sale and  in  detail.  It  seems  to  me  we  must  all 
recognize  the  necessity  of  making  proper  provision 
for  the  repair  of  our  streets,  after  all  the  howling 
there  has  been  in  this  city  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years.  It  has  been  generally  considered  that  it 
was  the  most  essential  thing  to  do  and  the  thing 
that  would  come  ahead  of  almost  anything  else. 
For  men  who  have  been  claiming  that  the  Mayor 
did  not  provide  money  enough  for  the  streets  not 
to  be  willing  to  provide  it  themselves  when  the 
opportunity  comes,  reminds  me.  very  much  of  the 
position  of  Artemus  Ward  as^  a  patriot.  He 
believed  very  much  in  sending  his  wife's  relatives 
to  the  war.  (Laughter.)  I  want  to  also  call 
your  attention  to  the  position  in  which  the  minority 
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find  themselves.  First,  they  say,  "You  must  pass 
judgment  on  thousands  of  individual  employees, 
review  their  cases,  say  whether  their  salary  is  too 
high  or  too  low  or  just  right,  whether  they  are 
rendering  compensation  in  proportion  to  what  is 
expected  from  them,  and  whether  their  positions 
are  real  positions  or  political  positions."  The  mi- 
nority say  that  we  must  review  at  least  10,000  indi- 
vidual cases  like  that,  a  sheer  impossibility  with 
the  limited  machinery  we  have  for  the  purpose  in 
this  first  year  of  the  budget.  They  also  say  that  if 
we  do  not  go  over  the  items  in  that  way  we  will  be 
disloyal  to  the  segregated  idea.  Then  they  make 
the  claim,  "You  have  no  power  to  reduce  or 
eliminate  90  per  cent  of  these  10,000  items.  You 
must  go  over  them,  but  you  have  no  power  to  do 
it.  If  you  do  it,  you  violate  the  law  and  you 
usurp  the  Mayor's  authority." 
Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President. 
Coun.  COLEMAN — -I  know  what  the  gentleman 
is  rising  to  say,  Mr.  President,  and  I  will  modify 
my  statement  so  that  I  think  it  will  satisfy  him. 
The  minority  themselves  are  not  entirely  in  agree- 
ment, and  the  gentleman  rises  to  say  that  he  does 
not  personally  subscribe  to  that  statement  that 
we  have  not  the  power  to  deal  with  each  of  these 
items.  Therefore,  as  between  the  two  positions, 
he  must  either  go  over  every  one  of  these  10,000 
items,  which  we  are  not  competent  to  do  reasonably, 
justly  and  fairly,  within  the  limited  time  at  our 
disposal  and  with  the  machinery  at  our  disposal 
in  this  first  year  of  the  budget;  or,  taking  the  other 
view,  that  we  have  not  the  power,  without  usurping 
the  authority  of  the  Mayor,  violating  the  charter 
and  everything  else,  to  do  it,  the  only  conclusion  is 
that  you  can  .simply  go  through  the  motions  on 
90  per  cent  of  the  10,000  items  in  just  the  same  way 
that  we  used  to  go  through  the  motions  year  after 
year  on  the  lump  sum  budget  brought  in  by  the 
heads  of  departments.  We  examined  them  in  an 
entirely  perfunctory  manner  and  made  no  changes 
in  them.  That  is  the  logical  conclusion  of  the  two 
positions  taken  by  those  who  represent  the 
minority. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  will  the 
councilor  tell  us  just  what  part  he  took  in  this? 
Was  it  by  making  motions  or  allowing  the  thing  to 
stand,  or  taking  an  actual  part  in  the  matter, 
helping  to  make  reductions,  and  so  on?  I  would 
like  to  know  how  he  came  to  those  conclusions? 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Mr.  President,  I  have  given 
as  much  attention  to  this  matter,  and  every  detail 
of  it,  as  has  the  councilor  who  has  just  spoken  or,  I 
think,  almost  any  other  member  of  the  Council. 

President  HAGAN — Is  the  gentleman  satisfied 
with  the  answer? 

Coun.  McDONALD — No,  it  is  not  satisfactory, 
by  any  means.  It  is  the  same  answer  that  I' 
thought  I  would  get — that  he  didn't  know  anything 
about  the  reductions. 

Coun.  COLEMAN — The  councilor  is  entirely 
wrong,  sir,  in  his  statement.  The  councilor 
speaking  knew  all  that  any  member  of  the  Council 
knew  in  regard  to  the  reductions.  The  budget 
we  recommend  to  the  Mayor  meets  every  neces- 
sity of  every  department  and  makes  reasonable 
allowance  for  any  emergencies.  And  it  provides 
for  the  repair  of  our  streets  $675,000,  an  amount 
desperately  needed  right  now,  and  this  amount 
can  be  easily  increased  to  approximately  $750,000 
with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  if  a  portion  of 
the  Parkman  Fund  is  used  to  maintain  the  Zoo 
and  other  Parkman  activities.  All  this  has  been 
accomplished  without  cutting  down  established 
salaries  and  without  discharging  regular  employees. 
Anyone  who  will  carefully  study  the  matter  (and 
no  one  can  take  in  such  a  vast  and  complex  ques- 
tion otherwise)  will  find  that  the  schedule  recom- 
mended is  eminently  fair  to  everyone,  thoroughly 
sound  in  every  way,  and  absolutely  effective  in 
accomplishing  every  necessary  thing.  Our  method 
of  dealing  with  the  city  pay  roll  will  give  every 
city  employee,  both  now  and  in  the  long  run,  the 
fairest  consideration,  the  greatest  safety  and  the 
fullest  justice  that  it  is  possible  for  the  legislative 
branch  of  the  government  to  mete  out  to  him. 
No  more  reasonable,  just,  adequate  and  practicable 
savings  for  the  benefit  of  our  streets  have  been 
suggested  by  the  members  of  the  Council  who 
oppose  this  budget,  nor  by  the  Mayor,  nor  by 
anyone  else.  In  fact,  no  other  program  has  been 
worked  out.  Some  of  those  who  have  urged  the 
Mayor  to  provide  money  for  the  streets  out  of 
the  budget  have  found  it  much  easier  to  advise 
economy  than  to  practise  it.  Let  those  who  are 
unwilling  to  approach  an  inflated  pay  roll  even 
in  the  careful,  conservative  and  considerate  manner 


that  we  have  recommended  hereafter  hold  their 
peace  on  that  subject.  In  conclusion,  I  want  to 
say,  for  one,  that  I  dissent  entirely  from  the 
attitude  that  a  salary  is  so  sacred  that  no  member 
of  the  City  Council  passing  on  a  budget  which  he 
is  responsible  for  as  an  elected  officer  of  the  city 
government  has  a  right  to  touch  it.  I  want  to 
say,  not  only  to  this  Council  but  to  the  whole 
City  of  Boston,  that,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
of  the  situation  goes,  whenever  I  find  a  salary  which 
is  in  excess  of  what  it  justly  and  honestly  ought 
to  be,  whenever  I  find  a  person  on  the  pay  roll 
who  is  not  honestly  there,  I  will  exercise  every 
opportunity  I  have  to  vote  against  it.  That  is 
not  saying  that  I  am  not  as  full  of  human  feeling 
for  men  and  women  as  anybody  else.  I  believe 
in  justice,  fairness  and  consideration  to  every  city 
.  employee.  I  would  take  into  view  the  length 
of  time  a  man  has  served,  his  old  age,  sickness 
and  all  the  other  human  elements  that  enter 
into  the  question,  absolutely.  I  would  go  farther 
than  many  others,  perhaps.  I  believe  in  paying 
good  salaries,  even  large  salaries.  I  believe  in  -^ 
■paying  the  highest  wages.  I  believe  in  the  city 
being  a  model,  generous  employer;  but  I  don't 
believe  that  a  pay  roll,  a  salary,  has  any  more 
right  to  graft  on  the  city  treasury  than  any  other 
disbursement  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mayor 
and  the  City  Council,  and  I  want  to  be  recorded 
as  standing  by  that  judgment. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman  a  question.  I  would  ask  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  how  he 
could  accomplish  what  he  has  just  said  he  would 
like  to  accomplish  without  a  segregated  sheet? 

Coun.  COLEMAN — I  would  Tike  to  say,  what  I 
omitted  in  my  remarks,  that  I  regard  our  present 
handling  of  the  eSty  budget  as  partially  tentative. 
This  is  the  first  year  in  which  we  have  ever  had 
such  a  matter  brought  before  us.  It  never  was 
contemplated  in  the  world  that  we  nine  men  should 
sit  down  and  give  as  much  time  as  we  have  given 
in  the  last  ten  weeks  to  this  matter,  and  ten  times 
as  much  patience,  energy  and  strength  would  be 
necessary  if  we  were  to  review  ten  thousand  other 
items  in  the  budget,  connected  with  Schedule  A. 
I  think  the  proper  time  can  only  be  given  to  that 
matter  by  such  a  board  of  examination,  for  instance, 
as  they  have  in  New  York,  where  the  examination 
is  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  or  assigned  to  a 
certain  period  of  the  year  when  the  necessary  time 
can  be  given.  If  something  of  that  sort  might 
be  carried  out  here,  we  would  be  enabled  to  deal 
with  salaries  one  by  one.  I  would  like  to  see  it 
that  way.  Put  as  things  are  constituted  now  we 
could  not  possibly  do  it.  We  have  simply  done  the 
best  we  could  under  the  circumstances.  Of  course , 
with  proper  opportunities  for  examination,  larger 
savings  might  be  made  through  observation  of 
slack  and  various  things. 

Coun.  KENNY — I  would  also  like  to  ask  if  the 
gentleman  did  not  decline,  as  one  member  of  the 
majority,  so  called,  to  consider  Schedule  A,  item  by 
item? 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Yes,  sir,  most  decidedly, 
under  the  present  eircumstanees. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  the  gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  chamber  (Coun.  Storrow)  desires  an  opportu- 
nity to  speak  on  the  question,  so  that  he  may  catch 
his  train.  I  am  entirely  willing  to  yield  to  "him  at 
this  time,  if  he  so  wishes. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  if  I  may 
presume  on  the  indulgence  of  the  members,  it  is 
important  that  I  should  tonight  catch  a  six  o'clock 
train.  .  If  I  leave  here  by  quarter  of  six  I  can  do 
that.  If  the  councilor  can  finish  his  remarks,  say, 
by  half  past  five,  I  can  still  catch  the  train  and  can 
say  what  few  words  I  have  to  say. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— If  he  is  desirous  of  catching 
the  train,  I  am  entirely  willing  to  give  way  now. 
That  might  be  better,  because  when  I  start  I  don't 
know  when  I  will  finish. 

Coun.  STORROW— Would  it  be  possible  for  me 
to  record  my  vote  under  those  circumstances? 
Of  course,  I  want  to  vote. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Then,  Mr.  President,  I 
will  proceed  at  this  time  and  get  through  as  soon 
as  possible.  In  tho  first  place,  Mr.  President  and 
members  of  the  Council,  I  want  to  correct  a  mis- 
apprehension that  some  members  of  tho  Council 
might  have  in  regard  to  a  statement  made  by 
Coun.  Hagan  as  to  this  matter  of  segregation.  In 
a  way,  he  gave  us  the  impression  that  no  member 
of  the  minority  did  anything  towards  making  the 
segregated  budget  a  reality  in  this  city,  although 
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he  said  that  Coun.  Coulthurst  was  the  member  of 
the  Council  who  first  introduced  an  order  into  the 
Council  for  the  segregated  budget,  based  on  a 
report  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Coun. 
Coulthurst  did  introduce  a  proposed  ordinance 
for  a  comptroller  in  this  city.  On  the  same  date, 
June  1,  1914,  he  submitted  the  report  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce.  But  I  remembered  that  on 
March  23,  1914,  I  introduced  an  order  in  the  Coun- 
cil, which  was  passed,  "That  the  Finance  Com- 
mission be  requested  to  study  the  budget  systems 
of  the  principal  cities  and  states  of  the  United 
States,  and  make  comparisons  between  the  systems 
in  use  in  other  cities  and  states  and  that  in  use  in 
Boston,  and  make  a  report  with  specific  recom- 
mendations for  the  improvement  of  our  present 
budget  system;  said  report  and  recommendations 
to  be  made  sufficiently  in  advance  of  the  time  of 
presentation  of  the  annual  estimates  of  the  various 
departments  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  for  the  next 
fiscal  year."  That  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  on  March  23,  1914,  and  the  committee 
reported,  "Ought  to  pass,"  and  the  report  was 
accepted  and  the  order  passed.  The  report  will  be 
found  on  page  52  of  our  minutes.  I  could  not  find 
the  order  as  originally  introduced,  and  consulted 
the  assistant  city  clerk,  and  found  from  the  records 
of  the  City  Clerk's  office  that  the  order  was  on  his 
files.  I  have  it  here.  It  is  dated  March  23,  1914, 
and  reads  as  I  have  stated.  It  is  endorsed,  "  In 
City  Council,  March  23,  1914, .  passed.  W.  J. 
Doyle,  Assistant  City  Clerk."  My  name  is  on 
the  upper  left-hand  corner  of  the  order.  The 
Finance  Commission,  in  response  to  that  order,  on 
November  G,  1914,  made  a  report  to  the  City 
Council,  which  appears  on  pages  241-244  of  the 
minutes,  and  one  of  the  recommendations,  No.  6, 
was  to  this  effect: 

"  That  the  Mayor,  in  framing  the  appropriation 
bill  for  the  year  1915-16,  adopt  the  classification 
titles  similar  to  those  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
the  City  Council,  in  conformity  with  this  appro- 
priation bill,. appropriate  the  amount  of  money  for 
each  function  of  the  department,  item  by  item." 
The  members  of  the  minority,  I  think,  were  just 
as  anxious  to  see  a  segregated  system  put  in  force 
as  the  members  of  the  majority.  Possibly  some 
of  the  members  will  remember  last  year's  fight 
which  we  had  in  the  Council  with  regard  to  the 
adoption  of  the  segregated  budget.  Most  of  you 
will  remember  that  six  members  of  the  Council, 
Coun.  Collins,  Coleman,  Ballantyne,  Hagan, 
Coulthurst  and  myself — presented  a  segregated 
budget  for  the  Sewer  Service.  It  is  in  the  minutes 
of  the  City  Council  on  page  73.  There  were  227 
items  in  all,  and  there  were  sixty-seven  salary  items 
in  the  Sewer  Service.  In  order  not  to  take  up  too 
much  time,  I'  am  going  to  ask  permission  to  have 
these  incorporated  in  the  record,  just  calling  off  the 
total  number  so  that  the  members  of  the  Council 
will  know  how  much  these  six  men  wanted  segrega- 
tion of  the  salary  items.  In  the  Sewer  Service, 
Central  Office,  there  were  sixteen  items  for  salaries 
and  wages,  telling  the  particular  designation  and 
the  amount  of  money  to  be  paid  to  the  particular 
individual.  For  yards,  stable  and  general  force, 
there  were  eighteen  salary  and  wage  items;  for 
main  and  intercepting  sewers  there  were  eight 
items  for  salaries,  such  as  foremen,  subforemen 
and  inspectors,  clerks,  and  so  on;  for  pumping 
stations  there  were  nineteen  separate  salary  items; 
for  Moon  Island  outlet  there  were  six  items  for 
salaries — making  a  total  of  sixty-seven  salary  items 
in  that  budget,  with  a  total  of  227  items. 

The  following  are  the  salary  items  just  referred 
to  by  Coun.  Attridge: 

Sewer  and  Water  Division: 
Sewer  Service : 
Central  Office : 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Division  engineer $2,500  00 

Engineer,  special  work 2,500  00 

Assistant  engineer 1,600  00. 

Draughtsman 1,400  00 

Draughtsman 1,100  00 

Clerk 800  00 

Clerk 1,100  00 

Clerk 1,000  00 

Clerk... 780  00 

Rodman 780  00 

Instrumentman 1,400  00 

House  inspector 1,300  00 

House  inspector 1,248  00 

House  inspectors 6,552  00 

Catch-basin  inspectors 6,552  00 

Boy 312  00 


Yards,  Stable  and  Ceneral  Force: 

Sa'aries  and  Wages: 

Watchmen $2,860  00 

■     Stablemen 5,148  00 

Sewer  cleaners ■ 1,872  00 

Steam  engineer 624  00 

Teamsters , 1,174  00 

Teamsters 4,160  00 

Masons •. 10,081   50 

Stonecutters 468  00 

Laborers 12,527  00 

Laborers 14,820  00 

Yardmen 2,808  00 

Yardmen 546  00 

Yardmen 780  00 

Main  and  Intercepting  Sewers: 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Foremen 1,500  00 

Subforemen  and  inspectors.  .  .  2,184  00 

Clerk 1,000  00 

Watchmen 858  00 

Masons 1,551  00 

!     .lanitors 780  00 

Laborers 7.020  00 

Laborers 1,716  00 

Yards,  Stable  and  Force: 

Salaries  and  Wages : 

Foreman 1,500  00 

Subforeman  and  inspector. .. .  1,820  00 

Carpenter , 546  00 

Clerks 500  00 

Watchmen 2,340  00 

Pumping  Stations: 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Superintendent,    main    drain- 
age   2,500  00 

Engineers  in  station 5,824  00 

Machinists 3,510  00 

Machinists'  helpers 858  00 

Firemen 8,112  00 

Oilers 20,280  00 

Carpenters 2,340  00 

Blacksmiths 1,170  00 

Coal  passers 6,864  00 

Electricians 1,248  00 

Masons 1,551  00 

Watchmen,  Union  Park  street,  1,618  00 

Watchmen 3,432  00 

Teamster  and  stableman 780  00 

Clerks 963  00 

Laborers 6,006  00 

Steam  engineers 1,108  00 

Laborers 780  00 

Painters 858  00 

Moon  Island  Outlet: 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

Foreman.' 1,500  00 

Gatemen 4,550  00 

Masons 1,551  00 

Teamsters , 780  00 

Laborers 2,340  00 

Laborers 1,716  00 

In  the  report  which  we  submitted  it  says: 

"Similar  strides  in  budget  making  cannot  be 
made  until  the  Council  is  able  to  take  up  the  sep- 
arate items  of  the  budget  and  pass  upon  each  of 
them  separately.  This  can  only  be  accomplished 
by  some  form  of  a  segregated  budget,  accompanied 
by  an  adequate  statement  of  facts  from  the  Mayor 
and  heads  of  the  departments  at  the  time  that  it  is 
submitted." 

That  was  passed  by  a  majority  of  the  Council 
and  was  vetoed  by  the  Mayor.  The  Mayor's  veto 
message  came  in  under  date  of  April  21,  and  was 
received  by  the  Council  at  its  meeting  of  May  3, 
1915.  The  Mayor  then  submitted  a  ten-item 
sewer  budget.  Five  of  those  items  were  in  lump 
sums,  for  salaries  and  wages  for  the  different  divi- 
sions of  the  Sewer  Service.  The  City  Council 
refused  to  accept  that  and  then,  in  order  to  meet 
the  Mayor  half  way,  we  cut  the  total  number  of 
items  to  114.  In  the  114-item  budget  there  were 
forty-five  salary  items.  I  will  not  read  them  all, 
but  will  give  the  number  for  each  particular  divi- 
sion, and  will  ask  to  have  the  whole  thing  included 
in  the  minutes.  For  the  Central  Office  there  were 
nine  salary  items ;  for  yards,  stable  and  general  force, 
ten;  for  main  and  intercepting  sewers,  6;  for  pump- 
ing stations,  fifteen;  for  Moon  Island  outlet,  five; 
making  a  total  of  forty-five  salary  and  wage  items 
in  that  one  particular  division  of  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

The  items  here  referred  to  by  Coun.  Attridge 
were  as  follows: 
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Central  Office. — Salaries  and  Wages. 

Items.  Amount. 

Division  engineer $2,500  00 

Engineer,  special  work 2,500  00 

Assistant  engineer 1,600  00 

Draughtsmen 2,500  00 

Clerks 3,680  00 

Rodmen 780  00 

Instrumentmen 1,400  00 

Inspectors. 15,652  00 

312  00 


Yards,   Stable  and  General  Force. — Salaries  and 
Wages. 

Items.  Amount. 

Foreman $1,500  00 

Subforeman  and  inspector 1,820  00 

Carpenters 546  00 

Clerks 500  00 

Watchmen  and  stablemen 10,348  00 

Steam  engineers 624  00 

Teamsters 5,334  00 

Masons  and  stonecutters 10,549  50 

Laborers  and  sewer  cleaners 29,219  00 

Yardmen 4,134  00 

Main    and     Intercepting     Sewers. — Salaries    and 
Wages. 

Items.  Amount. 

Foreman $1,500  00 

Subforemen  and  inspectors 2,184  00 

Clerks 1,000  00 

Watchmen 858  00 

Masons 1,551  00 

Janitors  and  laborers 9,516  00 

Pumping  Stations. — Salaries  and  Wages. 

Items.  Amount. 

Superintendent  main  drainage $2,500  00 

Steam  engineers 6,932  00 

Machinists  and  helpers 4,368  00 

Firemen 8,112  00 

Oilers 20,280  00 

Carpenters 2,340  00 

Blacksmiths - 1,170  00 

Coal  passers 6,864  00 

Electricians 1,248  00 

Masons 1,551  00 

Watchmen 5,050  00 

Teamsters  and  stablemen 780  00 

Clerks 963  00 

Laborers 6,786  00 

Painters 858  00 

Moon  Island  Outlet. — Salaries  and  Wages. 

Items.  Amount. 

Foremen $1,500  00 

Gatemen 4,550  00 

Masons 1,551  00 

Teamsters 780  00 

Laborers 4,056  00 

The  Mayor  vetoed  that  and  again  returned  to 
us  his  ten-item  budget,  the  same  as  before,  the 
one  which  the  Council  refused  to  accept;  and 
Coun.  Hagan,  on  page  124  of  the  City  Council 
Minutes,  said: 

"The  114-item  budget  adopted  by  this  Council 
today  is  not  the  best,  but  the  227-item  budget  was 
the  best  that  could  be  adopted.  We  adopted  it 
and  the  Mayor  vetoed  it." 

After  the  Mayor  submitted  his  second  10-item 
budget,  we  rejected  that.  We  again  were  willing 
to  meet  him  more  than  half  way,  because  we  cut 
the  114  items  to  72  items,  and  in  those  72  items 
there  were  28  of  these  salary  items,  and  they 
appear  here  in  detail.  Again,  I  will  not  read 
every  item,  as  I  intended  to  do,  but  will  ask  that 
the  items  be  inserted  in  the  record.  But  I  will 
give  the  number  for  each  division.  For  the  cen- 
tral office  of  the  Sewer  Service  there  were  three 
salary  and  wage  items;  for  the  yards,  stable  and 
general  force,  7,  for  main  and  intercepting  sewers, 
4,  for  pumping  stations,  11,  and  for  Moon  Island 
Outlet,  3. 

The  items  referred  to  here  by  Coun.  Attridge 
were  as  follows: 

Central  Office.     Salaries  and  Wages. 
Items.  Amount. 

Engineers  (all  grades) $11,280  00 

Inspectors 15,652  00 

Clerks 3,992  00 


Yards,   Stable   and  General  Force. — Salaries   and 
Wages. 

Items.  Amount. 

Foreman,  subforeman  and  inspector .  . .  $3,320  00 

Carpenters 546  00 

Clerks 500  00 

Watchmen,  stablemen  and  yardmen. .  .  14,482  00 

Steam  engineers 624  00 

Teamsters,  laborers  and  sewer  cleaners,  34,553  00 

Masons  and  stonecutters 10,549  50 

Main     and     Intercepting     Sewers. — Salaries     and 
Wages. 

Items.  Amount. 

Foreman,  subforeman  and  inspectors  .  .  $3,684  00 

Clerks 1,000  00 

Watchmen,  janitors  and  laborers 10,374  00 

Masons 1,551  00 

Pumping  Stations. — Salaries  and  Wages. 

Items.  Amount. 

Superintendent  main  drainage $2,500  00 

Steam  engineers 6,932  00 

Machinists,  helpers,  firemen,  oilers  and 

coal  passers 39,624  00 

Carpenters 2,340  00 

Blacksmiths 1,170  00 

Electricians 1,248  00 

Masons   1,551  00 

Watchmen,  teamsters  and  stablemen .  .  5,830  00 

Clerks 963  00 

Laborers 6,786  00 

Painters 858  00 

Moon  Island  Outlet. — Salaries  and  Wages. 

Items.  Amount. 

Foreman $1,500  00 

Gatemen 4,550  00 

Masons,  teamsters  and  laborers 6,387  00 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks  on  the  matter  Coun. 
Coulthurst  said: 

"The  budget  which  we  stand  for  permits  the 
people  of  Boston  to  know  just  how  much  money 
is  appropriated  and  how  much  is  spent  for  the 
different  important  items  of  the  work  of  the  Sewer 
Division.  A  bluff  budget  is  the  only  way  in  which 
we  can  characterize  the  Mayor's  alternative.  It  is 
a  sugar-coated  variation  of  the  present  system  of 
making  lump-sum  appropriations.  All  agree  that 
this  present  system  is  outworn  and  unsound.  It 
constitutes  a  direct  violation  of  his  promise  to  give 
the  segregated  budget  a  fair  trial.  Although  we 
still  believe  that  the  budget  of  227  items  for  the 
Sewer  Service  would  have  been  the  ideal  test  for 
the  segregated  budget,  in  order  to  meet  the  Mayor 
half  way  we  passed  a  1 14-item  budget.  As  further- 
more indicating  our  sincere  desire  to  avoid  a  dead- 
lock on  this  matter,  we  are  submitting  a  72-item 
budget  which,  in  our  opinion,  represents  the  mini- 
mum number  of  items  under  which  a  fair  test  of 
the  segregated  system  can  be  secured." 

And  this,  which  Coun.  Coulthurst  says  contains 
the  minimum  number  of  items  under  which  a  fair 
test  of  the  segregated  system  can  be  secured, 
includes  twenty-eight  salary  items,  and  is  now  dis- 
carded by  the  members  of  the  majority.  Instead, 
they  send  to  us  some  lump-sum  item,  with  only  one 
item  for  the  principal  item  of  salaries.  The  Mayor 
vetoed  that  72-item  budget  containing  twenty- 
eight  salary  items  for  that  particular  service  and 
submitted  to  us  under  date  of  May  25,  coming  to 
our  meeting  of  June  1,  his  veto  message,  with  a 
lump-sum  order;  and  we  again  refused  to  accept 
that  lump-sum  order  and  passed  the  72-item  order 
with  the  28  items  for  salaries.  I  will  ask  to  have 
those  incorporated  into  the  record. 

The  items  which  Coun.  Attridge  here  asked  to 
have  incorporated  into  the  record  are  as  follows: 

Central  Office. — Salaries  and  Wages. 
Items.  Amount. 

Engineers  (all  grades) $11,280  00 

Inspectors ' 15,652  00 

Clerks 3,992  00 

Yards,  Stable  and  General  Force. —  Salaries  and 
Wages. 

Items.  Amount. 

Foreman,  subforeman  and  inspector...  $3,320  00 

Carpenters 516  00 

Clerks 500  00 

Watchmen,  stablemen  and  yardmen.  .  .  14.4S2  00 

Steam  engineers 62  I  on 

Teamstors,  laborers  and  sewer  cleaners,  34,553  00 

Masons  and  stonecutters 10,519  50 
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Main     and     Intercepting     Sewers. — Salaries    and 
Wages. 

Items.    •  Amount. 

Foreman,  subforeman  and  inspectors .  .  $3,684  OU 

Clerks _ 1,000  00 

Watchmen,  janitors  and  laborers 10,374  00 

Masons _ 1,551  00 

Pumping  Stations. — Salaries  and  Wages. 

Items.  Amount. 

Superintendent  main  drainage $2,500  00 

Steam  engineers 6,932  00 

Machinists,  helpers,  firemen,  oilers  and 

coal  passers 39,624  00 

Carpenters 2,340  00 

Blacksmiths 1,170  00 

Electricians 1,248  00 

Masons 1,551  00 

Watchmen,  teamsters  and  stablemen. . .  5,830  00 

Clerks 963  00 

Laborers 6,786  00 

Painters 858  00 

Moon  Island  Outlet. — Salaries  and  Wages. 

Items.  Amount. 

Foreman SI, 500  00 

Gateman 4,550  00 

Masons,  teamsters  and  laborers 6,387  00 

Then,  so  that  we  may  be  clear  on  this  matter, 
the  Mayor,  vetoing  our  seventy-two-item  budget, 
came  forward  with  a  suggestion  which  we  thought 
was  a  good  one,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  he  made 
in  good  faith.  When  he  vetoed  our  Sewer  Service 
budget  of  seventy-two  items  he  said: 

"As  a  means  of  obtaining  the  judgment  of 
others,  not  parties  to  the  present  controversy, 
I  suggest  that  a  budget  commission  be  formed  to 
study  the  question  of  the  expediency  of  adopting 
a  segregated  budget  for  all  the  departments  for 
which  the  city  makes  appropriations  from  taxes 
and  revenue.  If  the  commission  should  recom- 
mend a  segregated  budget  for  the  departments 
over  which  I  have  control,  I  shall  take  immediate 
steps  to  make  such  recommendation  effective." 

That  was  under  date  of  June  7,  1915.  So  the 
Mayor  made  his  suggestion,  offered  in  good  faith, 
and  further  said: 

"If  the  appropriation  is  granted  I  shall  have 
competent  persons  engaged  to  begin  at  once  the 
preparation  of  such  a  budget  with  instructions 
to  complete  a  complete  budget,  in  the  form  recom- 
mended by  the  commission,  to  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  not  later  than  the  first  day  of  next 
January.  In  making  this  suggestion  t  assume 
that  the  Council  will  accept  the  proposed  com- 
promise in  the  same  spirit  of  willingness  to  be 
bound  by  the  recommendations  of  the  budget 
commission." 

On  that  day  he  submitted  an  order  to  us,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  one  paragraph 
in  that  order  asks  tins  question  of  the  proposed 
budget  commission: 

"If  a  segregated  budget  is  approved,  what 
should  be  the  form  of  the  estimates  and  appro- 
priations for  each  of  such  departments,  and  how 
should  the  items  in  such  estimates  and  appro- 
priations be  classified?" 

Mr.  President,  I  think  the  Mayor  was  entitled  to 
some  credit  for  coming  forward  with  his  suggestion 
and  being  willing  to  adopt  the  recommendations 
of  the  Budget  Commission.  The  Budget  Com- 
mission was  appointed.  Mr.  Kenny  of  the  Council 
was  on  that  commission,  and  the  commission  sub- 
mitted its  report  to  the  City  Council.  Coun. 
Kenny  has  read  quite  a  number  of  extracts  from  it, 
which  I  am  not  going  to  burden  the  Council  with 
now,  although  I  had  intended  to  read  practically 
the  same  statements.  But  I  do  want  to  read  at 
one  or  two  places  I  have  marked  language  which 
will  throw  some  light  on  the  matter  of  itemization 
and  segregation.     The  commission  said: 

"Taking  the  sample  appropriation  for  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Works,  Sewer  and  Water  Divi- 
sion, Sewer  Service,  which  was  the  subject  of  much 
debate,  the  first  scheme  voted  by  the  City  Council 
on  April  20,  1915,  contained  227  items;  the  scheme 
which  appears  in  the  City  Record,  under  date  of  May 
29,  contains  114  items,  and  that  of  June  5  contains 
72  items.  The  scheme  suggested  by  the  commis- 
sion, including  all  the  items  for  Sewer  Service 
which  appear  either  on  the  general  item  sheet  or  in 
Schedules  A  and  B,  comprises  just  100  items,  or 
only  a  little  more  than  the  one  last  suggested  by 
the  City  Council,  and  considerably  less  than  half  as 
many  as  that  first  proposed." 


Their  suggestion  was  that  the  Sewer  Service 
could  be  properly  provided  for  with  100  items,  and 
the  Mayor's  budget  which  has  been  sent  in  to  us 
this  year  contains  109  items.  Sixty-one  of  those 
are  salary  items.  Furthermore,  the  commission 
said,  and  this  is  very  important,  because  the  dis- 
cussion is  mostly  on  Schedule  A: 

"There  is,  moreover,  in  the  plan  formulated  by 
the  commission  more  segregation  in  the  important 
items  of  labor,  where  it  is  most  needed.  In  the 
first  scheme  of  the  City  Council  43  of  the  227  items 
were  lump-sum  appropriations  for  inspectors, 
watchmen,  cleaners,  stablemen,  teamsters,  masons, 
oilers,  engineers,  machinists,  firemen,  coal  passers, 
carpenters,  gatemen  and  miscellaneous  laborers, 
without  any  specification  of  the  number  of  men  who 
should  be  employed  in  these  respective  classes  of 
labor  or  of  the  wages,  aggregating  over  8161,000, 
that  should  be  paid  them.  The  scheme  of  the 
commission  includes,  as  does  every  other  segregated 
budget  in  use  in  the  larger  cities,  a  specification  of 
the  number  of  persons  who  can  be  employed  at 
stated  wages." 

The  Mayor's  budget  submitted  to  us  did  contain 
those  specifications,  with  the  rates  of  wages,  but 
the  lump-sum  budget  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee of  five  does  not  specify  the  various  classifica- 
tions and  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  various 
classes.     As  I  say,  the  commission  said: 

"The  scheme  of  the  commission  includes,  as 
does  every  other  segregated  budget  in  use  in  the 
larger  cities,  a  specification  of  the  number  of 
persons  who  can  be  employed  at  stated  wages. 
Indeed,  if  this  is  not  done,  so  much  of  the  budget  as 
relates  to  wages  is  not  a  segregated  budget  at  all, 
but  a  lump-sum  budget,  and  one  of  the  chief  merits 
of  the  segregated  form,  that  it  forces  the  depart- 
ments, the  executive  and  the  City  Council,  to 
consider  and  to  fix  the  exact  number  of  employees 
and  the  rate  of  wages  to  be  paid,  is  entirely  lost." 

That  was  the  statement  of  the  Budget  Commis- 
sion. Mr,  Kenny  did  not  read  something,  I  think, 
more  important,  and  that  is  on  the  same  page,  261 
of  the  City  Council  minutes,  referring  to  depart- 
ment reports : 

"The  departments  should  keep  a  strict  account 
of  expenditures  under  each  item  of  the  appropria- 
tion order.  For  Schedule  A  the  report  should 
show:  (1)  The  titles  of  the  positions;  (2)  the  num- 
ber of  incumbents;  (3)  the  rate  of  pay;  (4)  the 
original  appropriation  for  each  class;  (5)  transfers 
to  the  same;  (6)_  transfers  from  the  same;  (7) 
total  net  appropriations;  (8)  expenditure  for  the 
preceding  months;  (9)  the  total  expenditure  to 
date,  and  (10)  the  balance  unexpended." 

Furthermore,  on  page  262  it  shows  that  there 
would  be  no  interference  with  the  Executive  if  the 
Council  should  pass  on  Schedule  A  item  by  item, 
for  it  says: 

"It  will,  in  particular,  disclose  the  exact  number 
of  employees  which  each  department  is  entitled  to 
carry  on  its  pay  roll,  and  the  maximum  compensa- 
tion which  can  lawfully  be  paid  to  each.  It  will 
disclose  just  what  increases  each  department  asks 
for  over  the  corresponding  expenditures  of  the  three 
preceding  years;  just  which  items  the  Mayor 
recommends  for  reduction  or  excision,  and  just 
what  action  the  City  Council  takes  in  these  par- 
ticulars. It  will  encourage  publicity  and  tend  to 
fix  the  responsibility  for  expenditure.  And  it  will 
not  interfere  with  the  charter  provisions  concen- 
trating responsibility  for  the  executive  business 
in  the  several  heads  of  departments  under  the 
direction  of  the  Mayor." 

So  that  is  the  report  of  the  Budget  Commission, 
which  gives  me  the  idea  that  they  intended  us  to 
take  up  Schedule  A  item  by  item,  to  take  the  vari- 
ous classes  and  specifications,  and  to  consider  the 
rates  of  pay  and  pass  upon  them,  and  they  say", 
in  their  conclusion,  on  page  262,  that  that  would 
not  be  an  interference  with  the  Executive  of  the 
city.  The  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
chamber  asks,  "What  plan  has  the  minority?" 
We  were  willing  to  sit  down  and  take  item  by  item 
and  pass  upon  every  one  of  the  items.  I  was 
willing  to  do  it,  and  when  I  thought  I  saw  a  flagrant 
abuse  of  power  I  stood  up  and  objected  to  it,  and 
the  members  of  the  committee  know  it.  One 
member  of  the  Council  now  says  that  he  would  not 
vote  to  pay  men  who  were  not  honestly  there.  I 
advise  that  gentleman  to  read  the  reports  of  the 
Finance  Commission  on  the  Penal  Institutions 
Department.  Our  plan  has  been  the  plan  which 
was  submitted  in  good  faith  by  the  Mayor,  adopt- 
ing the  recommendations  of  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion. He  submitted  to  us — and  I  want  this  on  the 
record — every  item  in  the  Sewer  Servioe  for  Sched- 
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ule  A,  and  every  item  in  Schedules  B,  C,  D»and  so 
on.  Our  plan  was  to  take  item  by  item  in  accord- 
ance with  the  plan  suggested  by  the  Budget  Com- 
mission, the  Finance  Commission  and  the  Mayor. 
In  the  Mayor's  budget,  for  the  Sewer  Service,  for 
instance,  the  Mayor  has  sixty-one  items  for  salaries 
and  forty-eight  for  the  other  items,  or  109  in  all. 
But  in  the  new  bill  recommended  by  the  committee 
of  five  we  find  in  the  Sewer  Service  that  there  are 
two  salary  items  and  forty-five  items  for  other 
services;  while  last  year  these  same  men,  or  the 
majority  of  them,  said  there  should  be  sixty-seven 
salary  items  in  the  227-item  budget,  that  there 
should  be  forty-five  in  the  114-item  budget,  and 
that  there  should  be  twenty-eight  in  the  seventy- 
two-item  budget.  The  Mayor  has  presented  this 
budget  to  us  in  good  faith  and  it  is  up  to  us  to  act 
upon  it  in  good  faith.  I  myself  have  so  acted  upon 
it  and  have  desired  all  along  to  act  upon  it  in  good 
faith.  I  say  that  we  are  not  carrying  out  the  idea 
of  the  Budget  Commission  when  we  do  not  take 
these  Schedules  A,  B,  C,  D  and  so  on,  item  by 
item.  We  have  taken  up  Schedules  B,  C,  D  and 
E  in  that  way,  and  why  should  we  not  do  so  with 
Schedule  A?  For  these  reasons,  that  the  report 
of  the  majority  does  not  recognize  in  regard  to 
Schedule  A  the  itemization  which  we  fought  for 
last  year,  and  which  we  endeavored  to  have  adopted 
and  which  the  Mayor  finally  agreed  to  have  adopted, 
I  am  recorded  and  desire  to  be  recorded  as  dissent- 
ing from  the  report. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  very 
much  appreciate  the  courtesy  of  the  last  speaker, 
who,  I  know,  hurried  his  remarks  so  as  to  enable 
me  to  catch  my  train.  If  I  may,  I  will  take  a  few 
moments,  and  I  understand  that  it  then  only 
remains  to  put  the  motion.  In  the  first  place,  I 
will  ask  the  permission  of  the  members — and  will 
assume,  if  there  is  no  objection,  that  the  privilege 
is  graciously  granted — -to  embalm  in  the  minutes  of 
our  meeting  the  statement  of  principles  which  has 
been  so  much  referred  to  in  our  discussion.  It 
would  be  a  great  pity,  after  we  have  talked  so 
much  about  it,  not  to  have  it  there.  (The  state- 
ment referred  to  will  be  found  at  the  close  of  Coun. 
Storrow's  remarks.)  In  the  next  place,  I  want 
to  do  all  I  can  to  make  Coun.  McDonald  feel 
comfortable.  I  feel  that  he  has  been  under  con- 
siderable strain  here  for  some  days,  and  it  seemed 
to  me  that  he  might  be  interested  to  know  that,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  every  single 
word  in  that  statement  of  principles  was  con- 
tributed by  one  or  another  of  the  majority  of  the 
Council.  I  am  sure  he  will  feel  relieved  to  hear 
that  statement.  I  have  made  a  very  brief  sum- 
mary of  our  position,  and,  if  I  may  have  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  members,  it  will,  I  am  sure,  spare 
them  the  tediousness  of  reading  this.  If  there  is  no 
objection,  I  would  like  to  have  it  also  incorporated 
into  the  record,  although  I  will  read  it  if  anybody 
cares  to  have  me  do  so.  I  will  hand  it  to  the  Clerk. 
The  summary  referred  to  is  as  follows: 
[The  Council  has  studied  the  budget  for  more  than 
two  months  and  is  now  about  to  take  final  action. 
The  situation  seems  to  me  to  sum  up  as  follows: 

1.  The  streets  of  Boston  are  in  woeful  condition, 
alike  an  inconvenience  to  our  citizens  and  a  dis- 
credit to  the  city. 

2.  We  ought  to  have  $750,000  to  spend  on  the 
streets  this  year.  The  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  in  submitting  his  estimate  to  the  Mayor 
asked  for  $850,000  for  street  work. 

3.  The  Mayor  is  in  substantial  agreement  with 
this  estimate  because  he  tried  to  get  the  taxes  raised 
$705,000  for  this  purpose  by  act  of  Legislature. 
Indeed  the  Mayor  in  his  letter  of  February  28, 
transmitting  the  budget  to  the  Council,  said: 

"The  Public  Works  Department  for  the  past  six 
months  has  been  planning  a  comprehensive  street 
construction  program  embracing  a  period  of  years, 
and  all  authorities  are  now  in  agreement  that  at 
least  $3,000,000  should  be  expended  at  once  upon 
this  most  important  work." 

4.  _  The  Mayor  reduced  the  $850,000  for  street 
repairs  asked  for  by  his  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner to  $100,000  so  that  the  budget  came  before 
the  Council  with  this  item  for  repair  of  streets 
reduced  to  $100,000,  a  sum  totally  inadequate,  in 
the  opinion  of  every  one  and  evidently  also  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Mayor. 

5.  The  majority  of  this  Council  has  evolved  a 
program  which,  with  the  savings  made  from  the 
material  schedules  and  the  pay  roll  schedules,  gives 
a  sum  for  street  repairs  amounting  to  $675,000. 
To  this  may  be  added  from  $00,000  to  $75,000  from 
the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  which  we  think 
to  that  extent  may  very  properly  be  used  for  the 


maintenance  of  the  Zoo,  the  Aquarium  and  other 
features  of  the  city's  parks  in  which  Mr.  Parkman 
was  especially  interested.  This  can  be  done  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Mayor  and  would  bring  the 
amount  available  for  street  repairs  up  to  $750,000. 

(6.)  This  sum  of  $750,000  has  been  rendered 
available  for  street  purposes  under  the  plan  of 
the  majority  without  interfering  with  the  essential 
work  of  the  city  in  any  department.  Under 
the  majority's  plan  sympathetic  and  reasonable 
consideration  has  been  given  every  employee  now 
on  the  pay  rolls,  because  money  has  been  secured 
without  the  discharge  of  a  single  person  and 
without  reduction  of  a  single  salary,  except  stopping 
on  the  first  of  next  June  the  anticipatory  increases 
which  were  put  into  effect  by  the  Mayor  between 
the  first  of  last  November  and  the  first  day  of 
February. 

(7.)  The  majority  of  the  Council  have,  how- 
ever, not  stopped  here.  They  expressly  recognize 
that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  city  and  fair  to  the 
individual  employee  to  recognize  faithfulness  and 
increasing  experience  by  an  increase  in  salary, 
and  the  majority,  besides  thus  supplying  $750,000 
for  the  streets,  have  set  aside  the  sum  of  $40,000 
to  be  added  to  the  Reserve  Fund  to  be  used  by  the 
Mayor  solely  and  expressly  for  salary  and  wage 
increases.  Moreover,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
reserve  fund  of  $100,000  provided  by  the  Mayor 
in  his  budget  has  been  already  overspent,  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  amount  allowed  by  the  Mayor 
for  snow  removal  was  $31,000  less  than  was 
actually  expended  during  the  past  winter,  and 
because  $47,000  additional  must  be  provided  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Children's  Placing  Out 
Division,  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  Council 
to  find  an  additional  $50,000  to  be  added  to  the 
Reserve  Fund,  and  this  also  has  been  done  and 
still  the  $750,000  kept  intact  for  the  streets. 

(8.)  The  minority  of  the  Council  object  to  the 
method  applied  by  the  majority  in  dealing  with 
pay  roll  schedules.  They  say  we  have  departed 
from  the  spirit  of  the  budget,  but  we  think  the 
spirit  of  the  budget  has  been  kept  by  us  in  pretty 
good  working  order,  because  we  have  secured  the 
$750,000  needed  for  the  streets.  Moreover,  our 
procedure  has  the  approval  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Budget  Commission,  than  whom  no  one  in  this 
town  can  be  considered  a  better  authority,  because 
he  is  today  in  a  disinterested  position,  because 
he  has  had  experience  as  Mayor  for  four  years, 
because  he  was  chairman  of  the  original  Finance 
Commission  which  framed  the  new  charter,  and 
because  he  was  chairman  of  the  recent  Budget 
Commission  which  framed  the  budget.  I  quote 
from  Mr.  Matthews'  written  opinion  rendered  this 
Council,  as  follows: 

"It  has  been  suggested  that  even  if  the  City 
Council  has  a  legal  right  to  act  upon  the  footings 
in  Schedule  A  rather  than  upon  the  individual 
items,  to  do  so  would  be  to  abandon  the  theory 
and  to  lose  the  benefit  of  a  segregated  budget. 
I  am  unable  to  see  the  force  of  this  contention." 

(9.)  The  position  of  the  minority  members 
seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  sterile  negation.  They 
say  that  they  want  to  apply  a  different  method. 
If  that  is  so,  then  they  should  all  four,  or  at  least 
some  one  of  them,  apply  their  method  to  Schedule 
A,  come  in  here  and  present  it  to  the  other 
members  of  the  Council,  and  so  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  and  give  the  citizens  an  opportunity  to 
decide  between  the  application  of  their  method 
to  the  pay  roll  and  the  application  of  ours.  They 
have  not  done  this.  No  comparison  can  be  made 
by  any  citizen  between  what  we  have  done  to 
secure  the  needed  money  for  the  streets  and  what 
they  can  do,  or  might  do,  or  would  be  willing  to 
do,  or  what  any  one  of  the  minority  can  do,  or 
might  do,  or  would  be  willing  to  do  by  applying 
their  method.] 

In  the  few  minutes  at  my  disposal  there  are 
only  two  points  to  which  I  would  like  to  refer. 
In  the  first  place.  Coun.  Kenny,  who  served 
honorably  and  usefully  on  the  Budget  Commis- 
sion, is  very  much  disturbed  about  our  want  of 
orthodoxy  in  regard  to  the  principle  of  the  segre- 
gated budget.  In  fact,  he  puts  it  a  little  stronger. 
In  his  opening  remarks  he  said  that  by  the  action 
of  ihr  majority  segregation  was  destroyed.     Mj 

I  i  i-i  observation  in  regard  to  that  is  that,  for  a 
thing  which  is  dead,  it  seems  to  still  have  a  good 
deal  of  life,  because,  as  the  result  of  the  segregated 
budget,  we  are  going  to  have,  to  apply  to  our 
streets  this  year,  a  sum  of  not  less  than  $675,000, 
and  we  do  not,  abandon,  either,  our  position  in 
regard  to  the  Parkman  Fund,  and  did  not  intend 
to  do  so  the  other  night.     We  think  that  at  the 
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proper   time   the   Mayor   will  see  the   wisdom   of 
adopting  our  suggestion  that  a  sum  amounting  in 
round  figures  to  approximately  $75,000  should  be 
taken  from  the  income  of  the  Parkman  *  und  and 
used  to  maintain  the  Zoo,   Aquarium   and  other 
Parkman  activities.      If   that  should  be  done,  it 
will  free  $75,000,  that  amount,  from  the  appropria- 
tion items  and  enable  the  $75,000  to  be  applied 
to  the  streets.     So  at  the  minimum  there  is  going 
to  be  a  sum  of  approximately  $675  00      and,  in 
fact   I  believe  there  will  be  available  Ik/ 50,000.     bo 
that  if  it  is   a   corpse   it  is  a  pretty  lively   one 
So  far  as  concerns  Schedule  A,  which  seems  to  be 
the  crux  of  the  difficulty,  there  is  apparently  some 
vitality  there,  also,  because  the  way  in  which  we 
dealt  with  Schedule  A  led  to  a  saving  of  approxi- 
mately   $255,000   from    that   schedule,    making   a 
part  of  this  total  of  $750,000.     As  I  have  said,  I 
have  the  utmost  respect  for  the  chairman  of  our 
appropriations  committee  and  I  congratulate  him 
upon  his  service  on  the  Budget  Commission;    but 
I  have  also  a  very  high  respect  for  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  who  was  chairman  of  the  Budget 
Commission,    Mr.    Nathan    .Matthews,    for    four 
years  mayor  of  this  city    chairman  of  .the  Finance 
Commission  which  produced  the  original  draft- of 
the  present  new  charter,  a  lawyer  of  distinguished 
ability,   who  served  as   chairman   of   the   Budget 
Commission,  and  of  whom  we  have  learned  today, 
for  the  first  time,  I  think,  from  the  hps  of.  Coun. 
Kenny    that  he  wrote  the  Budget  Commission  s 
report      Mr.    Matthews    was    asked    his    opinion 
about  the  right  of  this  Council  to  deal  with  the 
footings  or  totals,  as  the  majority  of  the  members 
of  this  Council  have  recommended. 

■  Coun  KENNY— May  I  inquire  if  .1  understood 
correctly  that  he  was  asked  as  to  footings.' 

Coun  STORROW— I  understood  that  .the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Matthews  was  sought  by  ,  this 
Council  as  to  footings.  :  ■  „ 

Coun  KENNY— As  to  footings  and  what  else? 
Coun'  STORROW— Items.  I  was  not  trying 
to  state  accurately.  We  asked  his  opinion  m 
regard  to  matters  connected  with  this  budget  as  I 
remember  it,  in  rather  broad  language.  If  there 
were  time,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  the  questions 
real  and  incorporated  in  the.  minutes.  Mr. 
Matthews,  after  advising  us  that,  inh.s  judgment 
the  Council  had  a  perfect  legal  right  to  deal  with 
the  budget  by  footings  or  aggregates  and  also  a 
perfect  legal  right  to  deal  with  it  by  items-and  in 
fegarcl  to  that  there  appears  to  be  no  difference 
of  opinion  in  this  Council-went  on  further  in  his 

°P^t°\as  ^suggested  that  even  if  the  City 
Council  has  a  legal  right  to  act  upon  the  footings 
m  Schedule  A  rather  than  upon  individual  items 
To  do  so  would  be  to  abandon  the  theory  and  to 
lose  the  benefit  of  a  segregated  budget.  I  am 
unable  to  see  the  force  of  this  contention. 

The  majority  in  this  chamber  range  themselves 
alongside  the  chairman  of  the  Budget  Commission 
who  wrote  the  Budget  Commission  s  report,  and 
lay  that  they,  too,  see  no  force  in  *»»***«»&» 
of  the  minority  that  we  have  not  a  right  to  deal 
witl'th-    feting    ,n    Sch,dul,    A.      .  ..si  .    ■!    w,>r. 
more.     We    have    conducted    this    debate     ma 
friendly  wav,  and  I  am  going  to  close  it  ma  friendly 
way;   but  I  think  it  is  fair  to  call  attention  to  the 
feet  that  we  have  sat  here  and  listened  this  after- 
noon to  three  criticisms  of  our  constructive  pro- 
sram      Each   of   the   three   gentlemen   who   have 
fpoken    criticised    fairly,  but  have  criticised     our 
constructive  program,  and  in  a  few  minutes  they 
are  going  to  vote  against  it.     It  does  seem  to  me 
?hat"if  they  had  a  method  which  they  felt  was  the 
right  method,   they,   the  four  minority   members 
of  this  Council,  should  have  shown  that  method 
in    action      Thev,    or    one    of    them,    should    have 
Produced    here     an     amendment    this    afternoon 
embodying  their  principles  m  action,  showing  us 
how    they    would   have   treated   the   pay   roll.     1 
don't  say  that  they  occupy  the  position  they  do  in 
that  respect  designedly,  but  I  do  say  that  it  is  a 
very  happy,  very  pleasant  and  very  comfortable 
position  for  them  to  take,  to  avoid  acting  on  the 
nay  roll  themselves,  as  I  think  they  should  have 
done,  and  yet  to  come  in  here  and  hammer  us  for 
doing  what  we  felt  we  were  under  a  duty  to  do- 
te aft  upon  the  pay  roll.     They  themselves  have 
not  acted  on  the  pay  roll.     They  have  not  brought 
in  here  any  amendment  to  the  motion  about  to  be 
put      Nobody  knows  what  they  would  do  to  the 
nav  roll      Therefore,  the  citizens  of  Boston  next 
?Sr,    or    two,    three,    four    or    five    years    hence 
cannot  form  an  opinion  between  what  they  would 


have  dose  to  the  pay  roll  and  what  we  have  done 
and  have  placed  before  the  body  for  action. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  before,  the 
councilor  goes,  I  would  ask  whether  or  not  it  is  a 
fact  that  he  declined  to  take  up  Schedule  A  item 
by  item. 

Coun.  STORROW— I  think  that  is  a  fair  state- 
ment. .  i«      ■ 

Coun  KENNY — What  is  a  fair  statement? 

Coun.  STORROW— That  it  seemed  to  me 
unwise,  unprofitable  and  impossible  under  the 
present  circumstances,  to  so  take  it  up.  That 
does  not  mean,  however,  Mr.  Kenny,  that  I  have 
ever  in  my  own  mind  for  one  minute  abandoned 
the  segregated  budget  or  any  item  or  any  part 

°  Coun.  KENNY— Is  it  not  a  fact,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  members  who  have  dissented  here 
to  this  report  were  ready  at  all  times  to  continue 
the  examination  and  analysis  of  Schedule  A  as  a 
part  of  the  budget  report? 

Coun.  STORROW— Do  you  want  me  to  answer 
that? 

Coun.  KENNY— Yes. 

Coun.  STORROW— I  think  it  is  a  fair  state- 
ment to  say  that  if  we  would  sit  down  with  the 
minority  members  and  apply  their  methods  to 
the  pay  roll — which  we  did  not  think  was  practi- 
cal— they  would  have  been  glad  to  do  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  seemed  to  us  that  we  had  a  better 
method  and  when  we  found  that  we  could  not 
sit  together  and  agree  as  to  methods  we  came  here, 
explained  our  method  and  laid  it  on  the  table,  and 
it  seems  to  me  the  minority  should  have  done 
precisely  the  same  thing.  They  should  have 
come  here,  put  their  method  in  writing,  shown  its 
application  to  the  pay  roll  and  moved  it  as  an 
amendment  this  afternoon. 

Coun.  KENNY— I  would  like  to  ask  the  mem- 
ber who  has  just  taken  his  seat  also  this  question. 
Did  the  member,  representing  himself  or  his  asso- 
ciates, disclose  to  the  four  dissenting  members  his 
policy  or  his  intention  to  lump-sum  this  budget 
before  May  6? 

President  HAGAN— The  councilor  can  answer 
the  question  if  he  wishes. 

Coun.  STORROW— I  shall  be  very  glad  to  do 
so,  Mr.  President.  It  seemed  to  me— i  don  t 
know  whose  fault  it  was,  and  I  don  t  know 
whether  it  was  anybody's  fault— that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  were  dealing  rather  at  arm  s 
length  and  also  without  any  guiding  principles 
I  tried— I  hope  and  think  I  made  that  idea  ot 
mine  clear— to  see  if  our  minds  were  in  accord  on 
some  principles  before  we  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  details  of  Schedule  A.  My 
judgment  was  that  we  were  entirely  m  disaccord 
as  to  principles,  and  the  speeches  of  this  afternoon 
seem  to  bear  out  that  theory  of  the  situation. 

(Following  is  the  Proposed  Program  of  Majority 
—Statement  of  Principles,  put  in  by  Ooun.. 
Storrow:  ...      ,,  ■ 

The  budget  as  submitted  to  the  Council  by  the 
Mayor  consists  of  3,600  items  grouped  under  seven 
heads  and  each  group  designated  by  a  letter  ot  the 
alphabet,  namely,  A,  B,  C,  D,  E   F  and  G. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Boston 
that  so  much  information  in  regard  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  city's  money  has  been  submitted  to 
the  Council  or  presented  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
The  task  of  dealing  intelligently  with  all  these 
3,600  items  has  been  complex  and  difficult,  the 
Council  has  labored  at  the  task  with  some  degree  of 
assiduity  during  the- last  two.  months.  We  tsel 
that  as  a  result  of  the  information  gained  from  this 
budget  the  members  of  the  Council,  are  better 
informed  as  to  the  expenditure  of  the  city  s  money 
than  ever  before,  and  that  as  a  consequence  we 
are  all  in  a  much  better  position  than  heretofore  to 
render  service  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  in  the 
exercise  of  the  authority  given  the  Council  by  the 
charter.  Undoubtedly  the  experience  and  informa- 
tion gained  this  year  will  enable  the  Council  to 
perform  its  task  next  year  in  a  less  period  of  time 
and  perhaps  more  efficiently  than  has  been  possible 
this  year  when  the  Council  for  the  first  time  has 
been  called  upon  to  take  a  task  of  such  magnitude 
We  have  conceived  that  it  was  our  duty  not 
merely  so  far  as  possible  to  stop  the  waste  of  the 
city's  monev,  and  so  to  divert  expenditures  from 
the  benefit  of  a  few  to  the  benefit  of  all,  but  also  to 
provide  a  substantial  sum  of  money  for  the  resur- 
facing of  our  streets.  The  woeful  condition  of  our 
streets  certainly  presents  an  especial  reason  this 
vear  for  conservative  expenditures  in  various 
directions  in  order  that  the  money  thus  saved  may 
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be  utilized  to  bring  our  streets  as  far  as  possible  in 
the  direction  of  the  first-class  condition  which  the 
good  name  of  the  city  and  the  convenience  of  our 
citizens,  who  must  all  use  our  streets,  demand. 

We  turn  now  to  a  more  detailed  discussion  of  the 
items  in  the  budget.  Under  the  heading  A  are 
grouped  pay  roll  items  in  all  departments.  Under 
B,  C,  D,  E,  F  and  G,  respectively,  are  grouped 
service  other  than  personal,  equipment,  supplies, 
materials,  special  items  and  incidental  expenses  to 
cover  contingencies  other  than  personal  service. 
.  The  Council  has  taken  up  and  passed  at'  least 
tentatively  upon  all  the  items  contained  in'  B,  C, 
D,  E,  F  and  G.  The  task  of  passing  upon  these 
items  exclusive  of  A  has  been  laborious  but  the 
Council  has  acted  upon  them  with  a  substantial 
degree  of  unanimity. 

The  total  gross  reduction  made  by  the  Council  in 
all  the  items  included  under  B,  C,  D,  E,  F  and  G 
amount  to  $446,316.33,  but  to  get  at  the  net  savings 
really  effected  by  the  Council  in  these  reductions 
we  must  deduct  from  8446,316.33  several  items. 
First,  $100,000  which  the  majority  of  the  Council 
cut  only  temporarily  from  the  budget  because  the 
Mayor  did  not  make  clear  for  what  particular 
purpose  the  money  would  be  used.  The  head  of 
the  Public  Works  Department  in  submitting  his 
estimate  of  $850,000  for  street  repairs  itemized 
how  he  intended  to  use  this  $850,000,  dividing  it 
into 

$317,000  for.  "smooth   pavements"    (asphalt   and 
wood  block). 
100,000  for  "setting  edgestones,   paving   gutters 
and  laying  artificial  stone  sidewalks." 
350,000  for  "granite  block  paving." 
60,000  for  "smooth  pavement  repairs." 
18,000  for    "repairs    and    rebates    allowed  rOn 

artificial  stone  sidewalks."' 
4,000  for  "tar  and  asphalt  macadam,  resurfac- 
ing." 
1,000  for  "miscellaneous." 

When  the  Mayor  came  to  reduce  this  $850,000 
asked  for  street  work  by  the  head  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  to  3100,000,  he  did  not  divide 
up  the  $100,000  between  these  different  purposes 
but  in  effect  lumped  it  all  in  one  sum,  so  that  the 
Council  is  unable  to  determine  for  which  of  the  . 
several  needs  mentioned  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  the  Mayor  intends  to  use  the 
$100,000.  This  item  has  accordingly  been  tem- 
porarily struck  out  from  the  budget,  but  the 
intention  is  to  render  this  sum  again  available  for 
street  purposes  by  including  it  in  the  new  order 
which  will  be  necessary  to  appropriate  to  repair 
of  streets  the  new  sums  found  for  that  purpose. 

The  Council  also  temporarily  cut  out  $47,983 
asked  by  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department  for 
resurfacing  Commonwealth  avenue.  The  majority 
of  the  Council  was  not  satisfied  that  the  work  had 
been  properly  advertised  to  permit  reasonable 
competition,  and,  furthermore,  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  declaration  of  the  head  of  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Department  that  he  intended  to  award 
the  contract  to  obtain  the  Warren  Brothers 
"bitulithic"  no  matter  what  other  bids  might  be 
received.  This  $47,983  is  to  be  added  to  the 
$100,000  before  mentioned  and  used  for  the 
resurfacing  of  the  streets. 

Deducting  these  two  items,  we  get  a  total  gross 
saving  made  in  B,  C,  D,  E,  F  and  G  of  $298,333.33. 

It  may  perhaps  fairly  be  stated  that  not  all  of 
this  $298,333.33  struck  out  by  the  Council  can 
fairly  be  called  "savings."  The  majority  of  the 
Council,  in  view  of  the  present  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  our  streets,  struck  out  or  reduced  a 
number  of  items  which  if  our  streets  had  been  in 
good  condition  they  probably  would  have  allowed, 
but  it  was  felt  that  it  would  be  good  judgment  this 
j'ear  to  divert  this  money  to  the  streets  rather  than 
spend  it  for  other  purposes  which  perhaps  were 
reasonable  items  but  which  at  least  were  for  things 
not  so  much  needed  as  better  streets.  For  example, 
the  Council  cut  down  the  amount  to  be  used 
for  motorization  of  the  Fire  Department  from 
$90,000  to  $67,500,  making  by  this  reduction 
what  cannot  fairly  be  called  a  saving  but  merely 
in  effect  amounts  to  a  postponement  of  a  change  in 
fire  apparatus. 

The  Council  also  cut  repairs  in  public  buildings 
$25,000  because  it  felt  that  some  of  the  repairs  in 
public  buildings  could  be  postponed  a  year  and  the 
money  used  this  year  for  the  streets.  Possibly  if 
the  head  of  the  Public  Buildings  Department  had 
shown  during  the  last  year  more  skill  in  seouring 
for  the  city  a  fair  return  for  the  monoy  spent  on 


alterations  and  repairs  of  public  buildings,,  the 
Council  might  have  reduced  this  item  by  less  in 
this  department.  The  same  thing  is  true  of  a 
number  of  other  reductions. 

Taking;  however,  this  sum  of  $298,333.33  as 
thus  rendered  available,  it  is  clear  that  a  part  of  this 
money  cannot  be  used  for  the  streets  because  the 
Mayor,  evidently  counting  upon  turning  over  to 
the  state  the'  Children's  Institutions  Department, 
did  not  include  in  the  budget  $47,000  needed  this 
year  for  the  Children's  Institutions  Placing-Out 
Office,  but  as. the  state  has  not  taken  over  this 
work '  the  city  must  during  the  coming  year  pay 
the  $47,000.  Mdreover,  the  unusual  number- of. 
snowstorms  this  last  winter  has  caused;  the  item 
of  $10,000  in  the  budget  for  "snow  removal"  to 
be  exceeded  by  $31,000.  Some  portion  of  these 
two'  unexpected  items  of  expenditure  might  per- 
haps be  taken  from  the  Reserve  Fund  of  $100,000 
provided  in  the  budget  as  submitted  by  the  Mayor, 
but  we  are  informed  that  including  these  two  un- 
expected items  the  Reserve  Fund  is  already 
entirely  spent  and  indeed  over-run  by  several 
thousand  dollars.  It  seems  clear  that  out  of  the 
$298,333  saved  by  the  Council  there  must  be  de- 
ducted not  less  than  $50,000  for  the  purpose  of 
building  up  the  Reserve  Fund.  If  we  deduct  this 
$50,000,  we  have  left  a  net  balance  rendered 
available  for  street  work  from  savings  or  reduc-  * 
tions  made  by  the  Council  on  Schedules  B,  C,  D, 
E/LF  and  G  of  $248,333.33. 

We  turn  now  to  the  pay  roll  which  makes  up 
Group  .A. "•■■This  seems  to  constitute  in  some 
respects  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  task  involved 
in  the  consideration  of  the  new  budget. 

It)  dealing  with  the  pay  roll  it  seems  to  us  that 
the  following  '  general  principles  should  govern 
our  action: 

(1.)  That  on  the  whole  it  is  the  desire  of  our 
citizens  not  'to  inflict  hardship  or  suffering  on 
any1  of  the  present  city  employees  by  discharging 
them  merely  because  a  department  seemed  in 
general  to  be  overmanned,  but 

(2.)  That  the  cure  for  this  evil  should  be 
brought  about  somewhat  more  gradually  by  re- 
fraining from  appropriating  money  for  new  appoint- 
ments to  take  the  place  of  deaths  and  resignations 
where  a  department  is  overmanned.  By  this 
means  the  city  can'  obtain  the  needed  relief  within 
a  reasonable  time  .because  the  number  of  deaths 
and  resignations  in  a  large  city  service,  and  also 
the  new  work  occasioned  by  the  growth  of  the  city, 
will  comparatively  soon  establish  a  just  balance 
between  .the  personnel  and  the  tasks  to  be  per- 
formed in  any  given  department.  This  may  some- 
times require  a  redistribution  of. the  work  by  the 
head  of  the  department  where  an  employee  dies 
or  resigns,  so  as  to  assign  an  employee  who  can  well 
be  spared  from  some  branch  of  the  work  to  the 
particular  task  carried  on  by  the1  late  employee. 
This  transfer  involves  no  hardship  to  anyone,  and 
in  practically  every  case  a  man  can  be  found  already 
on  the  pay  roll,  if  he  is  sought,  who  can  carry  on 
the  work  at  least  as  well  and  generally  better  than 
would  be  done  by  a  new  man  from  outside. 

(3.)  That  in  view  of  the  somewhat  generous 
scale  of  compensation  maintained  by  the  city,  and 
also  in  view  of  the  unbearable  condition  of  our 
streets,  this  is  not  a  year  when  the  city  should  be 
asked  to  make  unusual  increases  in  compensation 
to  city  employees.  It. is  good  policy  in  the  city's 
interest,  besides  being  just  and  fair  to  the  indi- 
vidual, to  reward  services  of  increasing  value  to 
the  city  by  increases  in  pay.  ■  The  Council  has  felt 
that,  if  it  provides  the  Mayor  with  an  amount  in 
the  budget  sufficient  to  enable  the  Mayor  to  recog- 
nize faithful  service  by  increases  in  compensation 
to  a  substantial  extent,  the  Council  would  be  doing 
itS'duty  both  to  the  citizens  as  a  whole  and  to  those 
working  for  the  city.  During  the  fiscal  year  of 
1914  the  total  net  increase  in  the  pay  roll  of  the 
city  departmentsy  including  both  increases  in  the 
total  number  of  employees  and  raises  in  pay, 
omitting  the  Police  Department,  the  Licensing 
Board  and  the  Finance  Commission,  was  $30,000, 
and  during  1915  this  increase  was  $27,000.  The 
Council,  therefore',  in  I  lie  considcra  I  ion  of  111  is  new 
budget  has  set  aside  $40,000  which,  if  Hie  Mayor 
will  scud  :i  pp. per  onlrr  il  will  In'  glad  to  add  to 
the  Reserve  Fund  under  the  control  of  the  Mayor 
as  a  special  and  extra  sum  to  be  used  by  the  Mayor 
solely  for  meritorious  raises  in  pay. 

(4.)  A  considerable  number  of  increases  in  pay 
were  put  into  effect  by  the  Mayor  without  consul- 
tation with  the  Council  and  without  the  concur- 
rent action  of  the  Council  between  the  first  of  last 
November  and  the  first  day  (February   1)   of  the 
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new  fiscal  year,  to  which  this  new  budget  is  directly 
applicable.  It  was  well  known  by  November  1 
that  salary  increases  under  the  new  budget  were 
to  come  before  the  Council  for  consideration  and 
the  Council  feels  that  these  anticipatory  increases 
made  shortly  before  February  1  should  be  treated 
on  the  same  basis  as  salary  increases  reserved  in 
good  faith  by  the  heads  of  other  departments  for 
consideration  by  the  Council.  To  do  otherwise 
would  be  unfair  to  the  department  heads  and 
their  subordinates  whose  pay  increases  were  in 
good  faith  submitted  to  the  Council.  Moreover, 
the  Council  felt  that  if  it  should  permit  increases 
in  salaries  to  be  made  by  executive  order  without 
requiring  their  submission  to  the  Council,  it  would 
nullify  the  usefulness  of  the  budget,  because  if  this 
door  is  to  be  left  wide  open,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  in  future  years  any  salary  increases  will  come 
before  the  Council  for  consideration;  rather  they 
will  be  likely  to  be  put  into  effect  by  executive 
order  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year  after  the 
Council  has  dealt  with  the  budget  for  that  year. 

(5.)  Due  to  the  overmanned  condition  of  a 
number  of  the  departments,  the  Council  has  re- 
fused to  appropriate  money  for  new  positions  where 
the  Council  has  felt  clear  that  the  work  could  be 
perfectly  well  performed  by  men  already  in  the 
department. 

(6.)  The  Council  has  also  estimated  the  average 
amount  in  recent  years  deducted  from  the  theoreti- 
cal total  of  the  pay  roll  due  to  temporary  vacancies, 
absences  and  lost  time.  This  operates  every  year 
as  a  substantial  reduction  from  the  actual  total 
needed  for  the  city  pay  roll,  and  in  a  force  as  large 
as  that  employed  by  the  City  of  Boston  amounts 
to  a  practically  constant  factor.  For  example,  in 
the  Police  Department,  the  Commissioner  himself 
deducted  $30,000  on  this  account.  In  the  budget 
figures  submitted  by  some  of  the  departments  to 
the  Council  these  reductions  have  been  made,  in 
other  departments  no  reductions  whatever  have 
been  made,  while  in  still  other  departments  only 
partial  reductions  have  been  made.  The  Council 
has  made  what  it  believes  to  be  a  fair  and  con- 
servative reduction  for  this  purpose  where  the 
head  of  the  department  has  overlooked  it  in  whole 
or  in  part  in  submitting  his  figures. 

We  have  applied  the  six  principles  above  enu- 
merated to  the  pay  roll,  and  we  find  that,  without 
discharging  any  city  employees  and  without 
reducing  the  pay  of  any  city  employees  except  by 
disallowing  for  the  balance  of  the  fiscal  year, 
beginning  June  1,  the  increases  put  into  effect  to 
anticipate  the  budget  between  November  1  and 
February  1,  the  saving  obtained  amounts  to 
approximately  $200,000. 

We  give  this  figure  at  present  as  approximate, 
because  these  are  our  own  computations  and  we 
have  not  yet  had  the  benefit  of  any  corrections 
which  may  be  made  by  the  Mayor's  Budget 
Commissioner,  or  the  investigator,  Mr.  McCaffrey, 
employed  by  the  Council  for  assisting  the  Council 
in  its  computations.  We  believe,  however,  that 
these  figures  are  approximately  correct  and  we 
submit  them  for  study  and  criticism. 

If  we  deduct  from  this  $200,000  the  $40,000 
which  under  this  plan  it  is  proposed  to  set  aside  to  be 
used  by  the  Mayor  solely  for  raises  in  pay,  it 
leaves  a  net  sum  derived  from  the  application  of 
these  principles  to  the  pay  roll  of  $160,000.  This 
sum  thus  rendered  applicable  to  the  repair  of  our 
streets  may  be  added  to  the  net  figure  of  $248,000 
given  above  as  derived  from  Schedules  B,  C,  D,  E, 
F  and  G  after  deduction  of  $50,000  for  the  needs 
of  the  Reserve  Fund  to  take  care  of  children's 
institutions  and  snow  removal. 

The  total  result  of  these  two  net  savings  gives 
us  for  street  purposes,  $408,000.  To  this  may  be 
added  the  $100,000  for  street  purposes  to  be  found 
in  the  Mayor's  budget  and  only  temporarily 
deducted,  and  also  the  $47,983  to  be  found  in  the 
Mayor's  budget  for  the  resurfacing  of  Common- 
wealth avenue,   which  brings  the  total  to  $555,- 


983.33.  To  this  sum  may  be  added  the  $150,000 
recently  rendered  available  by  the  new  act  of 
Legislature  authorizing  the  addition  of  ten  cents  to 
the  tax  rate  for  general  city  purposes,  giving  us  as 
the  total  sum  available  for  resurfacing  our  streets, 
$705,983.33. 

The  Mayor  in  his  communication  submitting  the 
budget  to  the  Council  states  that: 

"The  Public  Works  Department  for  the  past 
six  months  has  been  planning  a  comprehensive 
street  construction  program  embracing  a  period 
of  years,  and  all  authorities  are  now  in  agreement 
that  at  least  $3,000,000  should  be  expended  at 
once  upon  this  most  important  work.  I  realize 
that  the  expenditure  of  this  large  sum  in  any  one 
year  would  prove  an  unbearable  burden  to  the 
taxpayers."  \ 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  if  Boston  can  out  of 
its  annual  tax  levy  spaie  $705,983.33  a  year  for  a 
few  years,  the  streets  in  the  worst  condition  can  be 
brought  back  into  good  condition  within  a  year  or 
two  years  and  the  remaining  streets  brought  up  to 
good  condition  within  a  reasonable  length  of  time. 
Further,  our  citizens  will  be  glad  to  be  reminded 
that  the  entire  sum  of  money,  approximately 
$700,000,  obtained  as  stated,  is  to  be  expended  for 
needed  work  on  the  streets  and,  therefore,  will  go 
chiefly  for  the  employment  of  labor. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  desire 
to  speak  for  just  one  moment,  giving  two  reasons 
for  not  taking  up  further  time  of  the  Council. 
The  first  is  the  condition  of  my  health  this  after- 
noon, and  the  second  the  fact  that  Coun.  Storrow 
wants  to  catch  a  train.  If  I  had  been  in  condition, 
I  should  have  been  forced  to  criticise  the  report 
of  the  majority  of  the  Council.  I  shall  perhaps 
take  that  opportunity  again,  if  there  is  a  chance 
at  a  later  meeting  of  the  Council. 

The  orders  failed  of  passage  upon  roll  call, 
yeas  4,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Coleman,  Collins,  Hagan,  Storrow 

Nays— Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Kenny, 
McDonald— 4. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  I  move  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  taken. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
say  just  a  few  words.  The  state  of  the  city 
.business  requires  that  action  be  taken  at  once  on 
the  appropriations.  Otherwise  money  cannot  be 
obtained  for  the  transaction  of  public  business. 
Departments  are  running  without  money.  A 
serious  state  of  affairs  has  arisen,  which  is  causing 
suffering.  The  period  during  which  departments 
may  draw  on  this  year's  money  is  expiring,  and 
chaos  is  likely  to  ensue,  the  business  of  the  city 
being  seriously  affected.  Recognizing  this  situa- 
tion, and  also  the  fact  that  Coun.  Coulthurst  is 
seriously  ill,  fearing  that  if  he  were  brought  in 
here  for  the  purpose  of  registering  a  fifth  vote  in 
favor  of  this  proposition  it  would  result  not  only 
to  the  detriment  of  the  city's  business  but  of  his 
own  health,  my  confreres,  acting  upon  the  matter 
this  afternoon,  have  decided  to  offer  no  further 
objection  in  the  way  of  actual,  positive,  affirmative 
or  negative  votes.  We  will  simply  refrain  from 
voting. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried,  and  the 
question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  orders.  The 
orders  were  passed,  yeas  4,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Coleman,  Collins,  Hagan,  Storrow 
— i- 

Nays — Coun.  Ballantyne,  McDonald — 2. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  a  general 
reconsideration  of  all  action  taken  today  was 
refused. 


Adjourned  at  5.50  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KENNY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  29,  at  3  p.  m. 
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Monday,  May  22,  1916. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Storrow. 

The  Clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting  as  follows: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  19,  1916. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen,— You  are  hereby  requested  to 
assemble  in  the  City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall, 
on  Monday,  May  22,  1916,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
to  take  action  on  the  pending  order  appropriating 
$153,802  for  the  reconstruction  and  repair  of 
streets  by  contract,  and  such  other  business  as 
may  come  before  the  meeting. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,   Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  Wednesday,  June 
7,  1916. 

John  J.  Harris,  Ward  16;  John  Teehan,  Ward 
20;  William  Hennessey,  Ward  14;  Ralph  A.  Cog- 
nac, Ward  14;  Harry  R.  Hunt,  Ward  11;  Winslow 
R.  Oliver,  Ward  21;  Morris  Weiner,  Ward  21; 
Samuel  Jacobs,  Ward  21;  Adam  Hoefling,  Ward 
15;  Christopher  F.  Sweeny,  Ward  10;  Frank 
Giardino,  Ward  9;  Herbert  E.  Leavitt,  Ward  21; 
John  Dignan,  Ward  13;  Charles  F.  Gardella,  Ward 
6;  James  Driscoll,  Ward  14;  Martin  J.  Clougherty, 
Ward  6;  Philip  J.  Deagle,  Ward  26;  George  W. 
MacLaren,  Ward  20;  Charles  C.  Randall,  Ward 
22;  Simon  Kopelman,  Ward  15;  Alfred  W.  Sprague, 
Ward  20;  Isaac  R.  Thomas,  Ward  11;  Frank 
McAlvey,  Ward  19;  Daniel  J.  Shea,  Ward  22; 
Bartolomeo  Maschio,  Ward  8;  Gust  Westine, 
Ward  20;  Charles  A.  Find,  Ward  24;  Richard  F. 
Murray,  Ward  1;  Mark  Laurence  Tempest,  Ward 
13;  Hugh  Halliday,  Ward  21;  Jeremiah  F.  Connor, 
Ward  20;  John  J.  Campbell,  Ward  2;  John  F. 
Doherty,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Roger  P.  Cushing,  Ward  20; 
Thomas  A.  Eaton,  Ward  20;  Michael  Murphy, 
Ward  9. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court.  Second  Session,  to  appear  Thursday,  June 
8,  1916: 

Charles  J.  Roberts,  Ward  1;  Michael  Dwyer, 
Ward  20;  Stephen  J.  Moran,  Ward  25;  Herbert  C. 
Brown,  Ward  24;  Connart  Wenz,  Ward  14;  George 
E.  Kelley,  Ward  17;  William  J.  Finn,  Ward  19; 
George  W.  McLaughlin,  Ward  23;  Charles  Daum, 
Ward  2;  Otto  J.  Rose,  Ward  1;  Joseph  McDon- 
ald, Ward  1;  Frank  H.  Horton,  Ward  16;  Otto 
Oswald  Schnabel,  Ward  22;  Joseph  H.  Newhall, 
Ward  10;  Thomas  R.  Sullivan,  Ward  5;  James  G. 
Langley,  Ward  15;  Harry  M.  Cole,  Ward  1;  Daniel 
J.  Cahalan,  Ward  20;  Melville  A.  Rickett,  Ward 
21;  Cyrus  G.  Dow,  Ward  10;  Bernhard  F.  Hailer, 
Ward  22;  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Ward  5;  John 
Carroll,  Ward  11;  Charles  S.  Walkup,  Ward  21; 
Hugh  S.  Logue,  Ward  4;  Michael  F.  Cody,  Ward 
3;  Frank  H.  Jackson,  Ward  23;  Jeremiah  B. 
Cronin,  Ward  15;  Lawrence  J.  Flaherty,  Ward  2; 
William  F.  Buckley,  Ward  1;  James  F.  Byrne, 
Ward  5;  Herman  M.  Metcalf,  Ward  24;  John  T 
Scanlon,  Ward  10;  Patrick  F.  Walsh,  Ward  2; 
Edwin  G.  Butler,  Ward  4;  John  P.  O'Gorman, 
Ward  4. 


APPROPRIATION    FOR   STREET    REPAIRS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  submit   herewith   two  orders  for 
street  repairs  for  $100,000  and  $47,000  respectively. 


Both  of  these  accounts  were  in  the  original  budget 
which  I  submitted  to  the  City  Council,  and  both 
were  rejected.  Another  order  for  street  repairs 
for  $153,802,  which  I  submitted  while  the  original 
budget  was  pending,  still  awaits  action  by  the 
Council.  The  $300,802  for  street  repairs,  in  these 
three  orders,  is  to  be  expended  under  contract 
according  to  the  express  terms  of  the  orders,  the 
contracts  will  be  drawn  so  as  to  secure  the  widest 
competition,  and  they  will  be  awarded  to  the  lowest 
responsible  bidders. 

If  the  Council  should  withhold  appropriations 
unless  it  is  informed  and  can  dictate  which  streets 
shall  and  which  streets  shall  not  be  repaired,  this 
information  will  be  denied.  I  cannot  believe  the 
Council  will  attempt  to  dictate  to  the  executive 
department  how  it  shall  exercise  the  executive 
discretion  which  the  charter  gives  the  Executive 
and  denies  to  the  legislative  branch  of  the  city 
government,  but  if  I  am  mistaken  in  this  and  the 
Council  should  attempt  to  usurp  control  of  the 
executive  department,  I  shall  resist  it,  for  much  as 
I  should  regret  the  failure  of  the  City  Council  to 
appropriate  the  necessary  money  for  street  repairs, 
I  should  regard  such  failure  as  less  harmful  to  the 
city  in  the  long  run  than  the  establishment  of  a 
precedent  under  which  the  executive  department 
surrendered  its  lawful  functions  to  the  legislative 
department  for  unlawful  use  by  the  latter  depart- 
ment. 

Fortunately  for  the  city  there  is  no  controversy 
between  the  City  Council  and  myself  as  to' the  use 
of  the  $300,802  for  street  repairs,  as  this  entire  fund 
has  been  made  available  without  resort  to  the  cut- 
ting of  items  in  the  budget,  about  one  half  of  it 
having  been  submitted  in  the  original  budget  and 
the  remainder  having  come  to  the  city  as  the  result 
of  the  passage  of  a  legislative  act  this  year  on  my 
petition. 

There  appears,  therefore,  to  be  no  reason  why  the 
City  Council  should  not  pass  these  street  appro- 
priations immediately,  so  as  to  make  the  money 
available  at  the  earliest  moment,  and  to  have  it 
used  during  the  favorable  season  for  prosecuting 
this  work.  The  urgency  of  prompt  action  becomes 
more  apparent  when  the  fact  is  noted  that  after  the 
money  has  been  appropriated  the  preparation  of 
contracts,  the  advertisement  for  bids  and  the 
award  of  contracts  will  take  several  more  weeks' 
time. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  expense  of  reconstruct- 
ing and  repairing  streets,  by  contract,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  ($100,000)  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  specially  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
stated,  and  that  the  said  amount  be  raised  by  taxa- 
tion on  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by  the  City 
Council  relating  to  taxes  and  the  interest  thereon 
apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  forty-seven  thousand 
dollars  ($47,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  to 
be  expended  by  the  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment for  the  resurfacing,  by  contract,  of  Common- 
wealth avenue,  between  Arlington  street  and  Brook- 
line  avenue,  and  that  the  said  sum  be  raised  by  taxa- 
tion upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by  the  City 
Council  relating  to  taxes  and  the  interest  thereon 
apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

The  communication  and  orders  were  declared 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 

Coun.  BALLANTi'NE— Mr.  President,  I 
move  reconsideration  of  the  reference  and  ask 
that  that  communication  be  sent  to  the  Executive 
Committee  so  that  we  may  take  some  action  upon 
it  today. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  hope  the 
reconsideration  will  not  prevail.  I  believe  we 
ought  to  have,  before  we  vote  on  these  appropria- 
tion measures,  a  comprehensive  plan  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  entire  moneys  we  have  saved 
by  reason  of  our  work  on  the  budget,  before  those 
amounts  which  the  Mayor  has  sent  in,  the  847,000 
and  the  $100,000,  shall  be  passed.  In  other  words, 
I  believe  no  action  should  be  taken  by  this  Coun- 
cil until  it  has  a  thorough  idea  of  the  specific  plans 
of  the  Mayor  with  respect  to  streets. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  I  prob- 
ably would  agree  to  that  proposition  if  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  had  anything  at  all  to  do  with 
that  $300,000;  but  tho  $300,000  is  made  up  of 
$100,000  that  the  Mayor  put  in  the  budget  origin- 
ally for  streets,  $47,000  for  Commonwealth  avenue 


150 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


and  $153,000  tli.it  he  got  through  the  Legislature 
by  his  own  efforts.  Of  course,  if  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  want  to  delay  this  matter  fur- 
ther and  it  is  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, it  will  come  in  here  later  and  we  can 
fight  it  out  all  right;  or  if  we  are  still  going  to 
fool  the  public  and  tell  them  w.e  are  not  going  to 
allow  the  Mayor  to  fix  up  these  streets  that  are 
in  such  deplorable  condition  unless  he  allows  us  to 
tell  him  what  streets  he  is  going  to  fix  up,  all 
right.  It  makes  no  difference  whether  the  Council 
asks  for  this  information  from  the  Mayor  or  not. 
.1  contend  that  we  have  no  right  to  demand  that 
information.  It  is  interfering  with  the  adminis- 
trative and  executive  branch  of  the  government. 
We  have  no  right  to  ask  the  Mayor  to  say  what  he 
is  going  to  do  with  the  money,  what  streets  he  is 
going  to  fix  up,  and  a  member  demanding  such 
information  is  simply  trying  to  get  information  he 
is  not  entitled  to.  I  suppose  somebody  has  told 
the  gentleman  that  he  has  that  right,  and  I  sup- 
pose he  still  imagines  that  he  has;  but  I  trust 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  will  prevail. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
that  all  these  matters  now  pending  relative  to  the 
appropriation  of  money  should  be  before  one  com- 
mittee instead  of  two  committees.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  appropriation  order  for  the  $153,000 
is  now  before  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
and  at  the  last  meeting  a  special  message  was 
received  from  the  Mayor,  which  has  been  referred 
'to  the  Executive  Committee.  My  feeling  is  this, 
that  we  ought  to  have  all  of  these  matters  at  the 
present  time  before  the  Executive  Committee. 
The  Committee  on  Appropriations  has  met  and 
has  made  its  report  and  the  custom  is  that  subse- 
quent orders  pertaining  to  appropriations  shall  be 
sent  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  speedy 
action.  The  Executive  Committee,  of  course, 
meets  every  week.  Both  committees  consist  of 
the  entire  membership  of  the  Council.  I  don't 
see  that,  in  that  respect,  it  makes  any  difference 
whether  these  matters  are  before  one  committee 
or  the  other,  as  we  are  all  members  of  the  two 
committees;  but  I  do  think,  for  the  sake  of  proper 
expedition  of  public  business,  that  these  matters 
should  now  go  before  the  Executive  Committee. 
Therefore,  I  hope  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
will  prevail.  If  it  does  prevail,  I  shall  then  move 
to  take  from  the  Appropriations  Committee  the 
order  for  $153,000  and  transfer  it  to  the  Executive 
Committee.  Furthermore,  if  we  do  that  this 
afternoon  we  may  go  out  and  have  an  executive 
session,  send  for  the  Corporation  Counsel  and  take 
up  with  him  the  legal  question  involved  here. 
I  think  the  Council  ought  to  be  very  fully  in- 
formed as  to  its  legal  rights  under  the  charter 
and  I  know  of  no  better  way  of  having  that  in- 
formation than  from  the  duly  constituted  legal 
authority,  the  Corporation  Counsel.  Therefore, 
I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider  will  prevail  and 
if  it  does  I  shall  then  move  to  have  the  matter 
sent  into  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  has  made  a  report  and 
the  Mayor  has  signed  the  appropriations  bill. 
There  is  some  $600,000  or  $700,000  yet  to  be  appro- 
priated. It  seems  to  me  that  the  work  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  a  committee  which 
consists  of  all  the  members  of  this  Council,  is  not 
yet  finished.  The  Committee  on  Appropriations 
cut  out  of  the  Mayor's  budget  the  $100,000  referred 
to,  for  this  reason,  that  the  committee  was  unaware 
of  how  the  money  was  to  be  expended,  how  much 
was  to  be  spent  for  sidewalks,  how  much  for 
different  types  of  paving,  and  so  on.  For  that 
reason  the  $100,000  was  cut  out  by  the  committee, 
and  the  Council,  as  I  remember  it,  made  no  objec- 
tion, either  in  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
or  in  the  main  body,  to  the  omission  or  cutting  out 
of  that  particular  item.  The  $47,000  referred 
to  was  also  eliminated  by  the  committee  from 
the  budget,  the  reason  being  that  bitulithic  pave- 
ment was  prescribed  for  Commonwealth  avenue. 
The  Council  believe,  the  committee  believe, 
certainly  most  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
believe,  that  there  should  not  be  closed  specifica- 
tions. For  that  reason  $147,000  was  cut  out  of 
the  budget.  In  regard  to  the-  $153,000,  which 
represents  ten  cents  extra  from  the  tax  levy,  a 
matter  which  the  committee  has- not  yet  considered, 
I,  -as  one  member  of  the  committee,  want  to  find 
out  how  much  money  the  Mayor  will  recommend 
our  expending  for  street  work  before  action  is 
taken  on  that  $153,000.  So  it  seems  to  me  very 
clear  that  the  work,  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations has   not  yet  ended,   that  these  orders 


ought  to  remain  with  that  committee,  and  that 
the  committee  should  continue  with  the  work 
until  the  moneys  are  appropriated  for  streets 
under  a  comprehensive  plan. 

Coun.  ATTPJDGE— Mr.  President,  if  my 
memory  serves  me  correctly,  the  order  for  the 
appropriation  of  $153,000  was  sent  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  Am  I  right  in  that,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent? 

President  HAGAN — The  order  is  before  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations.  A  letter  from 
the  Mayor  was  sent  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
The  order  is  now  before  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Well,  Mr.  President,  if 
the  order  is  before  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  that 
committee  if  he  will  call  a  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee promptly,  so  that  some  action  may  be 
taken.  There  is  now  some  money  available  for 
street  improvements,  and  the  first  of  June  will  be 
here  in  a  few  days.  Before  long  the  middle  of  the 
summer  will  be  here.  Coun.  Ballantyne  informs 
me  that  Coun.  Kenny  says  that  if  the  motion 
to  reconsider  prevails  he  will  then  move  to  take 
from  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  this  par- 
ticular order  and  send  it  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. That  would  be  agreeable  to  me,  ,Mr. 
President,  and  I  hope  and  trust,  now  that  some 
money  is  available,  that  the  Council  will  not 
delay.  Looking  over  my  desk  today  I  found  a 
clipping  in  regard  to  the  street  proposition,  from 
the  Transcript  of  December  1,  1915.  The  heading 
says: 

"Two  million  dollars  for  streets;  Curley  proposes 
costly  improvements;  he  would  repave  many 
downtown  thoroughfares,  also  in  Charlestown 
and  other  sections;  comprehensive  plan  for  1916-17 
work." 

And  then  the  article  says: 

"Mayor  Curley  today  announced  his  plans 
for  extensive  street  improvements  in  the  down- 
town, Charlestown,  South  End  and  other  districts, 
the  schedule  prepared  calling  for  an  expenditure 
of  nearly  $2,000,000.  The  improvements  con- 
template granite  block  pavement  on  concrete 
base  with  cement  joints.  Some  of  the  largest 
items  in  the  list  are  $240,000  for  Dorchester 
avenue,  from  Andrew  square  to  Ashmont;  $201,000 
for  Main  street,  Charlestown;  $200,000  for  Atlantic 
avenue;  $179,000  for  Tremont  street,  from  Boylston 
to  Northampton  streets,  and  $143,000  for  Shaw- 
mut  avenue,  from  Pleasant  to  Roxbury  streets." 

Then  it  says: 

"The  complete  schedule  approved  by  the  Mayor 
is  as  follows,' '  and  I  would  like  to  have  the  schedule 
included  in  the  minutes. 

(The  schedule  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

Albany  street,  Dover  street  to  North- 
ampton street. , $155,000 

Atlantic  avenue 200,000 

Batterymarch  street,  Franklin  to  Broad 

street 9,000 

Blackstone  street,  North  street  to  Ful- 
ton street i 6,000 

Boylston  street,  Tremont  to  Washing- 
ton street 12,000 

Beach  street 19,000 

Billerica  street 3,000 

Charles    street,    Beacon    across    Cam- 
bridge street 33,000 

Cambridge  street,  Chambers  to  River 

street , '        30,000 

Clinton  street,  Merchants  row  to  Com- 
mercial street 11,000 

Commercial  street,  Fleet  to  Washing- 
ton Street  North 80,000 

Cross  street 12,000 

Devonshire  street,  Water  street  to  Ad- 
ams square 9,000 

Dorchester  avenue,  Congress  to  Federal 

street  to  bridge 80,000 

Endicott    street,    Hanover    to    Prince 

street 24,000 

Federal  street,   Milk  street  to   Dewey 

square 24,000 

Franklin  street,  Oliver  to  Broad  street .  .  8,000 

Fulton  street,  Blackstone  to  Richmond 

street 10,000 

Friend    street,    Washington    to    North 

street 4,000 

Hay  market  square 30,000 

India  square 4,000 

Lancaster  street 5,000 

Leverett    street,    Green    to    Causeway 

street 4,000 
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Lincoln  street $23,000 

Mercantile  street 8,000 

Merchants    row,     North  '  Market     to 

North  street 12,000 

McKinley  square 22,000 

Post  Office  square 13,000 

Purchase  street 27,000 

Richmond  street,  Hanover  to  Atlantic 

avenue 15,000 

Sudbury  street,  Court  to  Haymarket.  .  12,000 

South  street 25,000 

Washington  street,  Haymarket  square 

to  Adams  square 15,000 

Harrison  avenue,   Harvard  to  Warren 

street 115,000 

Shawmut  avenue,  Pleasant  to  Roxbury 

'    street 143,000 

Tremont  street,  Boylston  to  Northamp- 
ton   179,000 

Dorchester  avenue,  Andrew  square  to 

Ashmont 240,000 

Main  street,  Charlestown 201,000 

Chelsea  street,  Charlestown 49,000 

Rutherford  avenue,  Charlestown 82,000 

Total $1,956,000 


And  after  the  schedule  the  article  goes  on  as 
follows: 

In  a  statement  accompanying  the  schedule 
of  proposed  street  improvements  Mayor  Curley 
says: 

"After,  many  conferences  in  relation  to  the 
street  problem,  Mayor  Curley,  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  Murphy  and  James  H.  Sullivan  of 
the  Highway  Division  have  formulated  for  the 
year  1916-17  what  they  believe  to  be  comprehen- 
sive, logical  and  uniform  plans  for  street  construc- 
tion and  repairs  which  will  be  of  great  advantage 
to  Boston. 

"Under  the  plans  formulated  a  great  deal  of 
attention  will  be  given  to  streets  in  the  city  proper 
which  will  result  in  increased  facilities  for  the 
teamsters  and  teaming  interests.  Main  thorough- 
fares throughout  the  city  will  be  cared  for  and 
kept  in  the  best  possible  condition. 

"A  more  strict  inspection  will  be  given  to  cor- 
porations and  persons  granted  permits  for  street 
openings,  especially  after  the  completion  of  a  new 
street,  as  the  Mayor  and  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  realize  the  fact  that  the  great  cost  of  main- 
tenance is  caused  by  openings  being  made  and 
the  streets  not  being  placed  back  in  their  proper 
condition  by  the  persons  receiving  the  permits." 

Mr.  President,  I  think  that  all  these  matters 
should  be  sent  to  the  Executive  Committee.  We 
can  ask  the  Corporation  Counsel  to  appear  before 
the  committee  and  can  get  some  light  from  him  if 
there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the  Council's  powers  in 
this  particular  matter.  But  I,  for  one,  believe  we 
ought  now,  when  some  money  is  available,  to  get 
some  action  on  the  streets.  We  have  the  money; 
now  let  us  get  the  action.  For  that  reason  I  am 
going  to  vote  for  reconsideration  and  then  to  refer 
this  matter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Mr.  President,  it  is  very 
evident  from  the  discussion  that  has  already  taken 
place  that  there  are  a  number  of  vital  matters 
involved  in  this  question,  and  it  is  perfectly 
apparent  that,  with  $600,000  or  more  still  to  be 
appropriated  for  streets,  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  is  not  yet  finished. 
However  much  it  may  have  been  the  custom  here- 
tofore, when  the  large  budget  bill  went  through,  to 
have  it  finished  by  the  Executive  Committee,  I 
certainly  think  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
should  at  this  time  complete  the  work  that  has 
been  assigned  to  it.  This  is  not  so  simple  a  matter 
as  the  councilor  from  Charlestown  (Coun.  Mc- 
Donald) would  have  us  believe,  when  he  would 
almost  make  it  appear  that  this  money  belonged 
in  some  peculiar  way  to  the  Mayor  himself.  He 
says  that  this  $153,000  which  will  be  raised  from 
the  ten  cent  increase  in  the  tax  rate  was  gotten 
through  the  Legislature  entirely  by  the  Mayor's 
own  efforts,  speaking  as  though  the  Mayor  had 
some  special  title  to  it.  Of  course,  we  must 
recognize  that  the  Mayor  himself  implies  that 
there  is  some  title  that  the  Council  has  to  it  from 
(he  fact  that  he  presents  it  to  us  for  consideration 
at  all,  thus  indicating  that  we  have  Mill  some 
responsibility  in  regard  to  that  money,  as  in 
regard  to  all  the  city's  money.  So  I  hope  the 
mailer  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations and  that  they  will  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  finish  their  work  in  proper  shape.     Wo 


all  know  that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  will 
call  the  committee  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that 
the  work  will  be  attended  to  with  dispatch. 
Therefore,  I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider  will 
not  prevail. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  just  a 
word  .about  that  $153,000.  I  did  not  say  that  it 
was  the  Mayor's  $153,000.  I  did  say  this,  how- 
ever, that  the  Mayor  got  that  ten-cent  measure 
through  the  Legislature.  Opposed  to  the  Mayor 
were  all  these  so-called  organizations  that  are  now 
hollering  for  streets.  I  simply  wanted  to  point 
out  to  Coun.  Collins  that  the  Mayor  was  as  much 
interested  in  streets  as  the  five  members  of  the  so- 
called  majority  here,  who  now  claim  that  they 
want  all  the  details  in  regard  to  the  expenditure  of 
this  money  and  other  money  that  may  be  asked 
for  on  the  streets.  As  far  as  the  original  $47,000 
and  the  $100,000  were  concerned,  if  the  majority 
members  could  not  see  what  the  money  was  going 
to  be  used  for  it  is  not  our  fault.  The  purpose  was 
plainly  set  forth  in  the  budget.  The  Mayor  now 
shows  his  good  faith  by  wanting  to  fix  up  the 
streets,  and  still  it  is  now  proposed  that  the  matter 
shall  be  delayed  by  sending  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  when  we  will  have  to  wait  for 
a  time  when  the  chairman  can  call  the  committee 
together.  If  the  matter  goes  to  the  Executive 
Committee  we  can  consider  it  today.  It  is,  as 
Coun.  Attridge  has  said,  almost  the  1st  of  June. 
It  takes  a  long  time  to  advertise  and  get  into 
action.  Coun.  Storrow  and  Coun.  Coleman 
objected  a  short  time  ago  because  there  were 
advertisements  in  the  City  Record  which  allowed 
too  short  a  time  for  contractors  to  figure  and  bid. 
If  we  are  going  to  allow  two  weeks,  or  even  one 
week,  for  bids,  it  is  about  time  that  we  got  into 
action,  so  that  there  will  not  be  any  unnecessary 
delay.  Let  us  start  the  -work  of  fixing  up  the 
streets,  not  waiting  until  the  1st  of  August,  when 
it  is  almost  too  late  to  start  and  when  much  work 
that  could  be  accomplished  if  it  were  started 
earlier  cannot  be  finished.  If  we  are  going  to  be 
sincere,  let  us  send  this  matter  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  then  send  for  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  so  that  we  may  get  his  opinion  upon  the 
matter  today.  Then,  if  we  do  not  believe  he  is 
telling  the  truth,  the  matter  can  be  defeated.  But, 
instead  of  sending  it  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, let  us  show  our  sincere  desire  not  to 
delay  the  matter  any  longer.  I  certainly  hope  the 
reference  will  be  considered  and  that  the  matter 
will  be  sent  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  rather  assume 
that  the  reference  will  not  be  reconsidered,  although 
I  shall  vote  for  reconsideration.  I  desire  to  re- 
affirm in  a  word  what  Councilor  Attridge  has  said. 
I  think  the  people  now  require  action.  I  think  the 
people  are  waiting  and  looking  for  some  action. 
We  have  had  words,  words  and  words.  It  is  now 
the  22nd  of  May,  and  I  think  it  is  up  to  the  Council 
in  everyway  to  devote  its  energies  and  efforts  to 
bringing  about  action  here.  I  will  say  that  if  the 
reference  is  not  reconsidered  I  shall  call  a  meeting 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  for  this  week, 
the  latter  part  of  the  week,  in  order  that  we  may  get 
action. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  I  presume 
that  all  of  us  are  anxious  to  have  action.  I  knew, 
even  before  he  talked,  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  recognizing  the  need 
of  prompt  action,  would  call  a  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee immediately.  But  I  also  realize,  Mr. 
President  and  members  of  the  Council,  that  the 
public  are  entitled  to  information.  That  is  what 
we  are  seeking. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— I  think  we  all  realize  that 
in  the  early  stages  of  consideration  of  (lie  budget 
there  was  a  great  hue  and  cry  made  throughout 
the  city  in  regard  to  certain  items.  If  I  recall 
.hi  reel  ly,  there  was  an  item  in  the  budget  of 
1200,000  in  one  of  the  divisions  of  I  he  Publio  Works 
1  )epart  ment  which  was  not  broken  up  and  itemized, 
and  there  was  a  feeling  that  an  item  as  large  as  that 
should  be  given  in  detail,  the  details  being  specified. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  there  was  such  a  difficulty  in 
regard  to  an  item  of  $200,000  there  is  much  more 
difficulty  on  a  proposed  unitemized  appropriation 
of  $350,000.  That  is,  we  Jo  not  know  whal 
streets  ii  is  proposed  to  do  work  on,  don't  know 
anything  about  (he  matter,  and  we  are  simply 
duplicating  that  item  of  $200,000  thai  appeared  in 
the  budget  for    the  Public  Works  Department  to 

which'SO   much  objection  was  made. 

( '.urn.  KAU.ANTYNE— Mr.  ['resident,  1  oi 

reconcile     Councilor     Collins'    last    remarks,   that 
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the  general  public  is  entitled  to  information,  with 
the  position  he  takes  which  will  result  in  delay  in 
getting  that  information.  If  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  is  reconsidered  and 
the  matter  is  then  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, the  Executive  Committee  can  today  get 
an  opinion  from  the  Corporation  Counsel,  the  only 
source  of  legal  information  we  have,  and  we  are 
anxious  to  have  that  opinion  and  should  get  it 
today.  We  are  not  like  Coun.  Collins — if  I 
may  mention  his  name — in  wishing  to  delay  the 
opinion  a  week.     We  want  the  information  now. 

Coun.  COTJLTHURST— What  information  is  it 
that  we  ought  to  get  from  the  Corporation  Counsel? 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— As  to  the  right  of  the 
Council  to  insist  upon  the  designation  of  the  streets 
for  which  this  money  is  to  be  used.  There  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  among  the  members  of  the 
Council  as  to  whether  the  Council  has  any  right  to 
demand  or  request  of  the  Mayor  information  as  to 
what  streets  he  will  repair  with  this  money.  The 
Corporation  Counsel  is  our  legal  adviser.  If  this 
order  is  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  today, 
we  can  get  his  opinion  and  the  Council  can  then 
decide  whether  it  is  worth  something  or  not.  But 
we  can  certainly  get  that  opinion  today,  anyway, 
and  there  will  be  no  delay  about  it.  The  same 
men  are  going  to  handle  the  matter,  whether  the 
Executive  Committee  or  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  I  see  nothing  resulting  from  a  refusal 
to  reconsider  but  delay. 

Coun.  COTJLTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman,  further,  if  he  has  any 
doubt  in  his  own  mind  as  to  what  the  reply  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel  would  be  to  such  an  inquiry. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  Corporation  Counsel  will  produce  the  law. 
I  don't  know  what  his  opinion  would  be.  The 
Corporation  Counsel  will  furnish  us  with  the  law 
on  the  subject. 

Coun.  COTJLTHURST— Mr.  President,  it  may 
perhaps  be  a  coincidence,  but  it  has  been,  never- 
theless, a  fact  that  every  time  when  we  have  asked 
the  opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  on  any 
matter  where  there  was  a  clash  between  the 
Executive  and  the  Council  as  to  their  respective 
powers,  the  Corporation  Counsel  has  always  sided 
with  the  Chief  Executive,  thereby  following  the 
example  of  his  illustrious  predecessors  as  far  back 
as  the  memory  of  man  goeth. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  Coun. 
Ballantyne  misstates  my  position.  My  position 
is  this,  that  until  the  Mayor  sends  us  in  appropria- 
tion orders  for  all  the  street  work  we  cannot  have 
a  clear  plan,  and  until  such  a  plan  is  forthcoming 
this  Council  is  clearly  within  its  rights  in  waiting 
for  something  definite  in  that  line. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  how  he  expects  the 
Mayor  to  send  in  a  list  of  streets  that  should  be 
repaired  and  fixed  up  under  this  $300,000  item  we 
are  talking  about  before  he  has  had  bids  for  doing 
that  work?  I  would  ask  him  to  tell  us  how  he 
expects  the  Mayor  to  do  that? 

Coun.  COLLINS — I  will  answer  the  question 
in  this  way.  We  have  had  enough  of  patchwork 
done  in  this  city.  We  want  a  constructive  plan 
now — not  a  mere  order  for  the  appropriation  of 
8300,000,  .$600,000  or  $700,000,  an  order  which 
merely  contemplates  the  expenditure  of  money, 
but  a  constructive  plan  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
same. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  I  did 
not  understand  that  there  was  $600,000  or 
$700,000.  If  there  is  that  amount,  probablv  we 
will  be  able  to  do  $600,000  or  $700,000  worth  of 
work.  But  there  is  $300,000  available  now,  and 
the  streets  in  the  downtown  sections  and  the 
radial  highways  need  fixing  up.  If  the  Mayor 
sent  in  a  list  of  ten  streets  that  he  desires  to  have 
fixed  up,  giving  the  information  to  the  gentleman, 
I  don't  think  the  gentleman  would  know  whether 
those  streets  needed  fixing  up  or  not,  and  I  don't 
think  the  Mayor  or  the  gentleman  who  just  took 
his  seat  would  know  whether  $300,000  would  fix 
up  ten  streets  or  one  of  those  streets  until-  he  got 
bids  for  the  work. 


Coun.  COLEMAN  in  the  chair. 


Coun.  HAGAN — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
vote  against  reconsideration.  I  believe  this 
matter  belongs  in  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. I  understand  as  well  as  anybody  that  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  has  labored'  very 
hard,  that  they  have  had  very  arduous  sessions, 
and   I  don't    blame   the   chairman    of   that   com- 


mittee or  any  member  of  the  committee  for 
wanting  perhaps  to  get  rid  of  some  work  that  may 
be  entailed  upon  them.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  work  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  is 
not  completed.  This  money  was  made  available 
for  the  streets.  There, is  a  good,  big  and  suffi- 
cient sum  that  can  be  used  for  the  streets,  and  we 
believe  that  the  Mayor  ought  to  send  in  here  a 
broad,  comprehensive  plan  that  will  enable  us 
all  to  see  just  what  he  is  going  to  do  with  the 
money  that  is  available.  I  do  not,  as  an  individ- 
ual, care  particularly  what  streets,  but  I  want  a 
designation  of  how  the  money  is  going  to  be  spent 
on  some  streets,  he  to  pick  the  streets.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
— or  perhaps  it  was  the  Council — have  passed 
an  order  asking  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
to  send  us  that  information,  and  while  that  matter 
is  pending  the  Mayor  takes  a  certain  amount  out 
of  the  budget  and  sends  in  piecemeal  sugges- 
tions, following  the  practice  of  the  past,  a  practice 
that  I  think  we  are  universal  in  condemning , 
taking  out  an  amount  from  the  sums  that  we  in 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  specifically 
reserve  for  a  more  comprehensive  plan,  and  sug- 
gesting that  it  be  appropriated  in  a  piecemeal 
way.  That  is  simply  a  slap  in  the  face  to  the 
members  of  the  Council.  It  is  a  slap  in  the  face 
to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  who  are  opposed  to  the 
methods  that  have  been  pursued  in  the  past. 
The  taxpayers  of  this  city  ought  to  receive  some 
consideration  from  the  members  of  this  Council. 
I  think  it  is  a  matter  in  which  the  taxpayers  should 
receive  some  consideration,  that  the  taxpayers 
ought  to  be  given  the  consideration  that  they 
justly  deserve.  I  believe  the  members  of  this 
Council  should  stand  fearlessly  before  the  citizens 
of  Boston  and  say  that  we  want  a  comprehensive 
plan  that  will  take  in  all  the  money  now  available 
for  street  repairs — not  taking  something  out  of 
the  plate,  $100,000  for  an  unknown  purpose  and 
$150,000  for  some  other  unknown  purpose,  but 
taking  the  amount  that  is  available  and  appro- 
priating it  in  accordance  with  a  comprehensive 
plan.  I  am  in  hopes,  as  an  individual,  that  the 
Council  will  stand  together  fearlessly  and  say 
that  it  will  not  use  at  all  the  $150,000  allowed  by 
the  Legislature,  thereby  treating  the  taxpayers  of 
the  city  with  justice,  relieving  them  of  the  payment 
of  that  extra  ten  cents.  If  we  can  use  money 
which  we  have  saved  out  of  the  budget  this  year 
for  these  street  purposes — and  I  think  we  can — 
we  will  not  need  this  $150,000.  But  that  is  a 
matter  for  future  consideration,  in  reference  to 
which  we  can  all  find  our  minds  later.  I  am, 
however,  absolutely  opposed  to  the  Mayor  taking 
these  piecemeal  amounts  out  of  the  pot  of  money 
available  for  street  construction,  just  as  he  has 
done  in  the  past,  pursuing  the  policy  that  brought 
out  some  of  the  statements  that  we  heard  from 
his  own  commissioners  here.  I  think,  if  my 
memory  serves  me  right,  that  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  stated  before  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
a  broad  and  comprehensive  plan  prepared  to  sub- 
mit to  this  Council  at  some  time  in  the  future, 
and  now,  without  waiting  for  that  plan,  without 
waiting  for  the  commissioner's  plan  to  materialize, 
we  are  talking  about  continuing  the  objectionable 
practice  of  the  past  which  has  brought  about  the 
'  conditions  exposed  here  by  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments before  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
It  is  proposed  that  we  shall  make  a  dab  here  and 
a  dab  here,  a  little  at  a  time,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  money  available  for  a  real  plan, 
without  proceeding  according  to  a  comprehensive 
plan,  under  which  we  will  know  how  the  money 
is  going  to  be  spent  and  whether  or  not  it  is  going 
to  be  spent  wisely.  I  am  opposed  to  reconsidera- 
tion, because  I  believe  this  properly  belongs  be- 
fore the  Committee-  on  Appropriations.  There- 
fore, I  shall  vote  against  reconsideration. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  am 
driven  into  this  debate  more  or  less  against  my 
will.  I  intended  merely  to  come  in  and  vote 
today,  but  so  eloquent  have  the  members  of  the 
Council,  my  associates,  been,  that  it  is  contagious. 
I  have  to  say  a  word.  I  disagree  with  my  friend, 
the  President,  on  the  right  (Coun.  Hagan),  and 
my  friend,  the  councilor  from  Dorchester  (Coun. 
Collins),  as  to  the  importance  of  the  comnuttee 
before  which  this  is  pending-.-  But  I  am  not  in 
favor  today  of  any  action.  I  don't  want  the 
opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  on  this  sub- 
ject or  on  any  subject  affecting  the  rights  of  the 
City  Council,  where  the  respective  rights  of  the 
Mayor   and   the   City   Council   are   concerned.     I 
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have  had  too  many  examples  of  opinions  both 
from  the  present  Corporation  Counsel  and  his 
predecessors  in  this  regard  to  have  me  place  any 
higher  value  upon  his  legal  opinion  than  upon  my 
own.  But  that  is  not  my  point  of  view.  The 
Mayor,  in  his  campaign  for  election  to  his  high 
office,  made  a  solemn  pledge  that  he  was  going  to 
reduce  the  tax  rate  through  efficiency  and  economy. 
He  emphasized  that  solemn  pledge  with  an  oath 
taken  before  a  notary  public;  and  ever  since  he 
took  office  he  has  been  trying  to  pry  the  lid  off 
the  tax  limit.  The  first  year  he  suggested  to  the 
Council  that  they  join  with  him  in  increasing  the 
tax  limit  50  cents,  through  an  appeal  to  the  Legis- 
lature, and  excoriated  the  Council  because  it 
would  not  do  so.  His  next  attempt  was  to  get 
this  40-cent  increase  in  the  tax  rate,  available  for 
general  purposes;  and  I  won't  refer  to  the  $2 
increase  in  the  tax  rate  that  he  wanted,  to  take 
care  of  debts  or  to  take  the  place  of  borrowing. 
In  addition  to  this  40  cents  he  tried  this  year  to 
get  another  50  cents  for  general  purposes.  I  do 
not  forget  that  he  has  got  the  equivalent  of  13 
cents  in  the  tax  rate  in  the  use  he  makes  of  the 
Parkman  Fund,  which  was  donated  to  this  city 
for  the  beautification  and  maintenance  of  the  park 
system.  It  is  now  being  used  exclusively,  and  has 
been  so  used  during  the  last  two  years,  for  padding 
out  and  helping  out  the  pay  roll  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment— the  equivalent  of  13  cents  increase  in  the 
tax  rate.  Now  he  thinks  he  has  a  10-cent  increase 
in  the  tax  limit,  and  the  councilor  from  Charles- 
town  (Coun.  McDonald)  is  very  sure  that  he  has. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  as  a  member  of  the 
Council,  he  will  never  use  that  10  cents  during 
his  present  term,  except  in  case  of  great  emer- 
gency. This  Council,  by  intelligent  and  hard 
work,  has  succeeded  in  taking  out  of  the  Mayor's 
budget  something  over  a  half  a  million  dollars, 
that  it  serves  notice  on  the  Mayor  is  available  for 
street  improvements.  Five  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  have  agreed  to  the  whole  of  that 
amount.  The  entire  nine  members,  if  I  am  cor- 
rect, agreed  to  over  8300,000  of  that  Increase. 
Now,  the  Mayor  cannot  have  a  very  high  opinion 
of  the  Council,  of  the  intelligence  of  this  body, 
when  he  tries  to  get  this  10  cents  used  up  before 
he  uses  the  other  $500,000  that  we  have  saved  for 
him,  and  for  the  purpose  we  say  it  should  be 
used  for.  Let  me  call  to  your  attention,  Mr. 
President,  the  fact  that  the  tax  limit  as  used  by 
the  departments  under  the  Mayor  has  crawled  up 
70  cents  in  the  last  five  years.  That  is  an  astound- 
ing statement  to  make,  but  five  years  ago  our  city 
tax  was  $16.40;  last  year  it  was  $18.  Seventy 
cents  of  that,  or  thereabouts,  is  money  that  was 
not  needed  for  five  years  and  was  not  appropriated, 
because,  according  to  the  figures  I  have  cited 
heretofore,  given  me  by  City  Auditor  Mitchell, 
over  $1,000,000  in  the  year  1911  was  unappropri- 
ated within  the  tax  limit.  That  has  gradually 
been  used  up.  Today  we  not  only  have  used  up 
all  of  that  70  cents,  but  we  are  using  the  Park- 
man  Fund,  and  we  are  finding  it  hard  work  to 
finance  the  City  of  Boston.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  want  to  give  very 
serious  consideration  to  the  question  of  using  this 
$750,000  that  is  available  within  the  present 
tax  limit,  and  I  want  to  hear  from  the  Mayor  a 
little  more  specifically  as  to  whether  he  intends 
to  follow  our  recommendations  as  to  the  use  of 
that  saving  before  I  take  any  definite  action. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  was  declared  lost. 
Coun.  McDONALD  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  to  reconsider 
was  lost,  yeas  4,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.      Attridge, 
McDonald — 4. 

Nays — Coun.     Coleman, 
Hagan — 4. 


Ballantyne,      Kenny, 
Collins,     Coulthurst, 


PAYMENT  OF  TAXES. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That  all 
taxes  raised  to  meet  the  appropriations  of  the  city  and 
.■ill  taxes  assessed  for  meeting  the  city's  proportion  of 
the  state  tax  of  the  year  1910,  or  of  any  other  taxes 
or  assessments  payable  to  the  Commonwealth,  be 
due  and  payable  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  October, 
1910;  that  all  such  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  October,  1916,  shall  bear  interest  at 
the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  fifteenth 
day  of  October,  1916,  until  paid,  except  the  taxes 
assessed  upon  shares  of  national  banks,  which  shall 
bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent  per  annum 


from  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  1916,  until  paid; 
and  that  all  interest  which  shall  have  become  due  on 
taxes  shall  be  added  to  and  be  a  part  of  such  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council 
May  17,  1916,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  May  18, 
1916,  relative  to  the  date  of  and  interest  on  taxes,  be 
and  the  same  hereby  is  rescinded. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

The  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appoint- 
ments for  terms  ending  April  30,  1917,  subject  to 
confirmation  by  the  City  Council,  viz.: 

1.  Ernest  R.  Buffinton,  64  Dracut  street, 
Dorchester,  to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the 
City  ef  Boston. 

_  2.  Fulton  Dean,  15  Sanborn  avenue,  Somer- 
ville,  a  Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Metropolitan  Ice 
Company. 

3.  Richard  O.  Rouse,  1764  Dorchester  avenue, 
Dorchester,  a  Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Perry, 
Buxton,  Doane  Company. 

4.  Edward  F.  McCormack,  311  Cambridge 
street,  AllstOn;  Charles  H.  Woods,  18  Pratt  street, 
Allston;  Charles  A.  Brandin,  37  Adams  street, 
Allston;  Alfred  Marotte,  32  Havre  street,  East 
Boston;  H.  H.  McCarthy,  166  Tremont  street, 
Newton;  Leo  Gallivan,  299  North  Harvard  street, 
Allston;  C.  J.  Lucas,  97  Franklin  street,  Allston; 
Charles  Lund,  1004  Boylston  street,  Boston, 
Weighers  of  Goods  for  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1917.  , 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Helen  M.  Bemis,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Ernest  street. 

Dennis  Canty,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
53  Seventh  street  by  sewage. 

William  H.  Fanning,  for  rebate  of  portion  of 
water  tax  on  estate  118  Bird  street. 

Adolf  Shairer,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
24  Arcadia  park  by  the  bursting  of  a  water  main. 

John  Swanberg,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  the  North  Ferry. 

Taxi  Service  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  auto  by  defect  in  street  opposite  No. 
182  Beacon  street. 

New  England  Newspaper  Publishing  Company, 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  automobile  by 
Fire  Department  service  car. 

James  R.  McDermott,  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  140  D  street  by, sewage. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  licenses  to  sell,  rent  or  least  firearms, 
viz.: 

Charles  Cohen,  29  Cross  street,  Ward  5. 

Lazarus  Davis,  2131  Washington  street,  Ward  13. 

Edward  A.  Grout  &  Co.,  Ill  Summer  street, 
Ward  5. 

Abraham  Lipkin,  31  Green  street,  Ward  5. 

Solomon  Robinson,  295  Tremont  street,  Ward  8. 

Morris  L.  Yazner,  281  North  street,  Ward  5. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 
ment: 

John  P.  Manning,  Mechanics  Building,  May  30. 

Rebecca  G.  Heiman,  North  Bonnet  Street  Hall, 
May  27. 

Josephine  R.  Carlcton,  Ruggles  Hall,  May  26. 

Petitions  for  retirement  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 

Cornelius  McLaughlin,  John  Joseph  McNamara, 
James  McCormack,  Patrick  T.  Sheehan. 

Unclaimed  Baggage. 
Boston  Terminal  Company,  for  leave  to  sell  un- 
olaimed  baggage. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  i  in-  same,  submitted  the  following  constables' 
bonds,  viz.: 

William  S.  Cosgrove,  William  L.  Fernandez, 
Samuel  Goldkrand,  Otis  H.  Hayes,  Elias  Hirsch, 
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Walter  F.  Keen,  Harland  J.  Lowe,  William  M. 
Macdonald,  Daniel  McGonigle,  Edaon  T.  Miner, 
William  Moglia,  Henry  J.  D.  Small,  Roscoe  H. 
Smith. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notice  of  the  following  appointments  by  the 
Mayor  were  received,  certified  copies  of  same 
having  been  sent  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission, 
viz,: 

William  P.  Fowler,  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

Margaret  J.  Gookin,  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

Joseph  P.  Lomasney,  Schoolhouse  Commis- 
sioner. 

Frederick  E.  Atteaux,  Cemetery  Trustee. 

Rev.  Arthur  T.  Connolly,  Library  Trustee. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   RESIGNATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
resignation  of  John  A.  Brett  as  a  Library  Trustee, 
on  account  of  pressure  of  personal  interests. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  of  approval  of  appointment  of  Wil- 
liam F.  Kenney  as  Library  Trustee. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICES   OF   ORGANIZATION. 

Notices  were  received  by  the  City  Clerk  of 
organization  of  the  following  boards,  etc.,  viz.: 

Consumptives'  Hospital  Trustees,  Dr.  John  F. 
O'Brien,  chairman,  and  Dr.  James  J.  Minot, 
secretary. 

Schoolhouse  Commission,  Joseph  P.  Lomasney, 
chairman,  and  William  J.  Hennessey,  secretary. 

Library  Trustees,  Josiah  H.  Benton,  president, 
William  F.  Kenney,  vice  president,  and  Delia 
Jean  Deery,  clerk. 

Infirmary  Trustees,  Thomas  A.  McQuade, 
chairman,  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Dierkes,  secretary. 

Children's  Institutions  Trustees,  Mr.  John 
O'Hare,  chairman,  and  Miss  Margaret  T.  Walsh, 
secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  May  25,  at  2.30  p.  m., 
on  petition  of  West  End  Street  Railway  for  grade 
crossing  on  Neponset  avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRACK  LOCATIONS. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  granting  the  following 
locations,  viz.: 

Summer  Street  Extension  Trust,  tracks  on  C 
street,  1st  location. 

Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company,  tracks  on 
River  street,  12th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  H.  Staples  Potter, 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  of  interest  in  firm  from 
which  flour,  etc.,  was  purchased  for  city  depart- 
ments, in  accordance  with  section  8,  chapter  480, 
Acts  of  1909. 

Placed  on  file. 


INFORMATION  CONCERNING  APPOINT- 
MENTS. 

Notices  were  received  by  the  City  Council  from 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  requesting  informa- 
tion upon  the  following  appointments,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  486,  Acts  of  1909,  viz.: 

William  P.  Fowler,  Overseer  of  the  Poor;  Rev. 
Arthur  T.  Connolly,  Library  Trustee;  Frederick  E. 


Atteaux,  Cemetery  Trustee;  Joseph  P.  Lomasney, 
Schoolhouse  Commissioner;   Margaret  J.   Gookin, 
Overseer  of  the  Poor. 
Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

King  Motors  (Inc.),  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, 650  Beacon  street.     (Two  notices.) 

Patterson  Lubricating  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene  and  kerosene,  114  Broad  street. 

Joseph  Gahm  &  Son  Company,  keeping  of  gaso- 
lene, 350  C  street. 

M.  Mclntyre,  keeping  of  gasolene,  44  Cobden 
street. 

George  E.  Ladd,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
396  Columbus  avenue. 

Carlysle-Ayer  Company,  keeping  of  naphtha, 
290  Commercial  street,  Ward  5.    ' 

Proprietors  of  Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  keeping  of 
gasolene  at  Forest  Hills  Cemetery  on  Morton 
street. 

Ralph  C.  Gliddeh,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
33  Newbury  street,  Ward  8'. 

Union  Steel  Casting  Company,  keeping  of  gaso- 
lene, rear  of  Union  avenue,  Ward  22. 

J.  Edwin  Swan,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
1141  Washington  street,  Ward  20. 

Frank  Ferdinand,  keeping  of  gasolene,  65  and  67 
Zeigler  street. 

Arthur  Dreyfus,  keeping  of  gasolene,  62  Home- 
stead street. 

Placed  on  file. 


CLERK   HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Register  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  report  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws, 
certifying  that  certain  persons  had  been  employed 
in  his  work  from  April  24  to  May  22,  and  that 
work  had  been  performed  to  the  amount  of 
$4,125.12. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  4.58  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  McDONALD,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  5.22  p..  m. 


COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  pay  roll  of 
Register  of  Deeds  (referred  today)  for  payment 
for  work  performed  in  his  office  from  April  24  to 
May  22,  amounting  to  $4,125.12 — recommending 
that  the  same  be  paid. 

In  connection  with  the  report,  Coun.  COLLINS 
submitted  the  following  letter: 

Registry  of  Deeds,  May  22,  19 16* 
Committee  on  County  Accounts, 
City  Hall,  Boston: 

Gentlemen, — On  the  pay  roll  of  this  department 
sent  to  the  City  Council  this  day  the  following 
increases  in  salary  appeared,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  month: 

Mary  C.  Gallagher,  increased  from  $70  to  $74 
per  month. 

Nellie  T.  Donovan,  increased  from  $61  to  $65 
per  month. 

Thomas  F.  Boyle,  increased  from  $52  to  $60  per 
month. 

These  increases  were  authorized  by  the, Mayor 
and  City  Council  in  the  annual  budget.  There  are 
no  other  changes  as  compared  with  the  pay  roll  of 
the  previous  month. 

Yours  very  truly, 
William  T.  A.  Fitzgerald, 

Register. 

Report  accepted;  pay  roll  approved  and  ordered 
paid. 


MAY    22,    1916. 
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EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS.     . 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred  to- 
day) for  licenses  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
various  locations — recommending  that  leave  be 
granted,  viz.: 

Charles  Cohen,  29  Cross  street,  Ward  5. 

Lazarus  Davis,  2131  Washington  street,  Ward 
13. 

Edward  A.  Grout  &  Co.,  Ill  Summer  street, 
Ward  5. 

Abraham  Liplcin,  31  Green  street,  Ward  5. 

Solomon  Robinson,  295  Tremont  street,  Ward  8. 

Morris  L.  Yazner,  281  North  street,  Ward  5. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred 
today)  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years 
of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — 
recommending  that  permits  be  granted,  viz. : 

John  P.  Manning,  Mechanics  Building,  May  30. 

Rebecca  G.  Heiman,  North  Bennet  Street  Hall, 
May  27. 

Josephine  R.  Carleton,  Ruggles  Hall,  May  26. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

(3)  Reports  on  petitions  of  city  employees 
(severally  referred  today)  for  retirement  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915, Cornelius  McLaughlin,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1915,  John  Joseph  McNamara,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 

1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1915,  James  McCormack,  employed  in  the 
labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public 
Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 

1915,  Patrick  T.  Sheehan,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  ^Report  on  order  (referred  May  15)  to  accept 
chapter  188,  Special  Acts  of  1916,  relative  to  pen- 
sion for  James  F.  Merrill — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  order  (referred  May  15)  for  pay- 
ment of  pension  to  James  F.  Merrill  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  188,  Special  Acts  of  1916 — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  relative  to 
payment  of  taxes  raised  to  meet  the  appropriations 
of  the  city  and  for  the  city's  proportion  of  the  state 
tax,  etc. — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


ROPING   OFF  STREETS. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
City  Messenger  be  authorized  to  display  flags  on 
city  flag-staffs,  and  to  rope  off  the  necessary  streets 
for  the  passage  of  the  Citizens'  Preparedness  Parade 
on  Saturday,  May  27,  1916,  the  expense  attending 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Passed. 


NEXT   MEETING. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COLE- 
MAN, that  when  it  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on 
Wednesday,  May  31,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 


CONFIRMATION   OF    APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the  Mayor' 
May  15,  1916,  viz.: 

1.  James  C.  Ruhl,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

2.  Dennis  Navien  and  Bantford  W.  Yuill,  to 
be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

3.  John  B.  Keaney,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal 
and  a  Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark. 

4.  Edward  H.  Mahoney,  to  be  a  Measurer  of 
Leather. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Attridge  and  McDonald.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  several 
appointments  were  confirmed. 


WITHDRAWAL   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE  the 
Council  took  the  following  from  the  table: 

6.  Action  on  the  appointment,  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  April  17,  1916,  of  Owen  Gallagher,  to 
be  a  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I 
move  that  this  be  indefinitely  postponed,  for  the 
reason  that  the  applicant  no  longer  desires  the 
appointment. 

The  question  of  confirmation  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 


PARTICIPATION   IN   PREPAREDNESS 
PARADE. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  while  I 
am  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Council  has  been 
split  on  matters  coming  before  it  this  year,  I  think 
there  will  be  at  least  one  day  this  year  when  the 
Council  can  be  united,  and  that  will  be  next 
Saturday  in  the  Preparedness  Parade.  I  move 
that  the  Council  next  Saturday  join  the  public  in 
a  body  in  that  parade,  showing  that  there  is  at 
least  one  question  on  which  we  are  united  this 
year,  that  of  preparedness. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS  the  Council 
refused  a  reconsideration  of  all  action  taken  today. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS,  at 
5.20  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Wednesday,  May  31, 
at  3  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Friday,  May  26,  1916.  . 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  five  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.  Absent — Coun. 
Ballantyne  and  Coulthurst. 

The  meeting  was  held  pursuant  .to  the  following 
call: 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  24,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  requested  to  assemble  in  the 
City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Friday, 
May  26,  1916,  at  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acting  upon  the  various  appropriation 
orders  now  pending  before  your  honorable  body 
for  street  construction  and  repair  work. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  specific  matters  referred  to  in  the 
Mayor's  communication  have,  in  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  been  placed  on  the  table  for 
action,  I  moVe  you  that  we  do  now  adjourn  to 
Wednesday,  May  31,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  Council  ad- 
journed to  meet  on  Wednesday,  May  31,  at  three 
o'clock  p.  m. 


"o.^c*"*' 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Wednesday,  May  31,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Couneil,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair  and  all  members 
present. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

Ninety-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Third  Session,  to  appear  Monday,  June  19, 
1916: 

William  V.  Griffin,  Ward  17;  Albert  J.  Mig- 
nault,  Ward  24;  Henry  Burns,  Ward  24;  Frank 
S.  Haskell,  Ward  25;  Albert  J.  Hamilton,  Ward 
11;  William  J.  McLaughlin,  Ward  1;  Daniel  I. 
Farrell,  Ward  16;  Harry  S.  Cates,  Ward  20; 
Louis  Hoffman,  Ward  21;  David  A.  Donohue, 
Ward  1;  James  McEttrick,  Ward  20;  Dennis  J. 
Coleman,  Ward  24;  Charles  J.  Hess,  Ward  15; 
Jonathan  Whitaker,  Ward  20;  Henry  Nash, 
Ward  24;  James  B.  Brophy,  Ward  8;  George  H. 
Brauer,  Ward  23;  G.  Waldo  Sampson,  Ward  24: 
William  H.  Neale,  Ward  3;  Johan  Johanson, 
Ward  16;  Michael  H.  Connelly,  Ward  14;  Elliot 
C.  Jernegan,  Ward  16;  William  J.  Stewart,  Ward 
1;  Patrick  J.  Lennon,  Ward  26;  George  T.  Fraw- 
ley,  Ward  15;  James  Roche,  Ward  5;  John  P. 
Tullv,  Ward  3;  John  J.  Briggs,  Ward  18:  Gustaf 
A.  Olin,  Ward  4;  John  M.  L.  Engelhardt,  Ward 
15;  Edward  F.  O'Brien,  Ward  -3;  Joseph  R. 
Sheehan,  Ward  2;  William  B.  Young,  Ward  20; 
Charles  F.  Claus,  Ward  23;  Alexander  Moore,  Jr., 
Ward  14;  Arthur  W.  Kennard,  Ward  11;  Thomas 
P.  Morris,  Ward  17;  John  F.  Russell,  Ward  25; 
Maurice  J.  Finn,  Ward  14;  Charles  Harris  Furber, 
Ward  25;  Robert  F.  Kelly,  Ward  23;  Alexander 
V.  Phillips,  Ward  22;  Carl  G.  Bjork,  Ward  24; 
Paul  D.  Smith,  Ward  21;  James  S.  Sweeney, 
Ward  15;  Paul  W.  Riemer,  Ward  15;  John  S. 
Williamson,  Ward  15;  John  T.  Callahan,  Ward  1; 
Bert  W.  Gove,  Ward  25;  Luke  J.  Riley,  Ward  1; 
William  F.  Manley,  Ward  10;  Frank  H.  Spring, 
Ward  21;  Philip  M.  Stoddard,  Ward  21;  Frank 
DiFrancesco,  Ward  17;  Cornelius  J.  Wall,  Ward 
14;  Axel  G.  Nilsson,  Ward  24;  Wilbert  L.  Drew, 
Ward  25;  Timothy  H.  Reardon,  Ward  14;  Henry 
E.  Green,  Ward  2;  Isadore  W.  Jacobs,  Ward  12; 
John  Glock,  Ward  1;  George  D.  Conway,  Ward  12; 
John  B.  McManus,  Ward  8;  Fenno  W.  Fifield, 
Ward  10;  Arthur  M.  Bellamy,  Ward  20;  Burton 
L.  Longley,  Ward  12;  Edwin  T.  Frost,  Ward  11; 
George  S.  Hebb,  Ward  23;  Thomas  A.  Dolan, 
Ward  22;  Joseph  A.  O'Gorman,  Ward  16;  Daniel 
Moran,  Ward  17;  John  J.  Dineen,  Ward  24; 
Vance  M.  Smith,  Ward  25;  Wilbur  Goodwin, 
Wardl;  John  J.  Ward,  Ward  13;  Richard  Carter, 
Ward  1;  Patrick  Leahy  Ward  24;  Charles  L. 
Greene,  Ward  24;  Arthur  E.  Stewart,  Ward  24; 
Hugh  A.  Lynch,  Ward  5;  Benjamin  Israel,  Ward- 
16;  John  Clifford,  Ward  19;  Thomas  S.  Fitz- 
patrick,  Ward  17;  Rudolph  Burrough,  Ward  25; 
Frederick/ A.  McAlduff,  Ward  18;  John  F.  Rey- 
nolds, Ward  15;  Edward  J.  Fetherston,  Ward  8; 
Alfred  O.  Knapp,  Ward  24 ;  Everett  W.  Furbush, 
Ward  24;  John  P.  Rotto,  Ward  6;  Julius  A. 
Bleiler,  Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

The  Mayor  submitted  the  Following  appoint- 
ments for  the  terms  ending  April  30,  1917,  subject 
to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council: 

1.  Thomas  Fee,  43  Dalestreet,  Rpxbury,  to  the 
position  of  Constable  of  the  (,'it\  of  liost.nn 

2.  Matthew  J.  Peters,  62SFifth  street.,  South 
Boston,  to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 

l',l,       ('III 

3.  Walter  M.  Lowe,  78  Mountain  avenue, 
Dorchester,  a  Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy 
Machinery. 

4.  Arthur  J.  Kirley,  33  Ash  field  street,  Etoslin- 
dale,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

Severally  laid  over  under  I  he  law. 


SOUTH   BOSTON  BATH  HOUSE— VETO. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  22,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  without  my 
approval  the  order  passed  by  your  honorable  body 
on  May  8,  1916,  providing  for  an  all-the-year- 
round  bath  house  in  the  building  formerly  used 
for  police  station,  South  Boston,  for  the  following 
nine  reasons: 

Baths  are  now  maintained  at 

1.  Dover  street. 

2.  Ward  15  Municipal  Building. 

3.  M  street. 

4.  D  street. 

5.  Head  House. 

6.  L  street. 

7.  MeKenzie  Beach. 

S.     Dover  Street  Floating  Bath. 
9.     Other  sections  of  Boston,   more  congested, 
have  no  bathing  facilities. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

May  12,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  asking  that  I 
make  an  investigation  of  the  bathing  facilities  in 
the_  vicinity  of  the  building  formerly  used  for 
police  station  No.  6,  I  would  respectfully  state 
that  the  South  Boston  district,  at  the  present 
time,  has  the  following  all-the-year-round  houses 
for  shower  baths:  Dover  Street,  Ward  15,  M 
Street,  D  Street,  the  Strandway,  supplemented  in 
the  summer  time  by  the  Head  House,  L  Street, 
MeKenzie  Beach  and  the  Dover  Street  Floating 
Bath. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  at  the  present  time  South 
Boston  has  a  sufficient  number  of  houses  for  bath- 
ing purposes,  and  additional  nouses,  instead  of 
being  placed  in  that  section  of  the  city,  should  be 
placed  in  other  sections  that  need  them  more. 
Very  truly  yours, 
John  H.  Dillon,  Chairman. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  if  I  may  do 
so,  I  would  like  to  be.  allowed  to  submit  for  the 
files,  following  that  message  from  the  Mayor,  a 
protest,  which  I  sent  to  the  Mayor,  against  the 
veto,  in  which  I  set  forth  my  reasons  against  the 
veto. 

Coun.  KENNY  submitted  the  following: 

May  22,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  hope  you  may  see  your  way  clear 
to  confirm  the  action  of  the  City  Council  with 
respect  to  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  old  Station 
6  building  on  Broadway  into  an  all-year-round 
bath  for  the  people  of  that  section  of  South  Bos- 
ton. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  meritorious  im- 
provement. 

The  area  to  be  served  by  this  establishment  is 
the  oldest  section  and  consequently  not  as  much 
up  to  date  in  modern  housing  improvements  as 
the  easterly  and  Dorchester  sections. 

An  all-the-year-round  bath  house  in  this  building 
would  be  a  splendid  thing  for  the  mechanics  ana 
working  people  and  their  families. 

It  would  serve  a  population  of  thirty-five  or 
forty  thousand  people. 

It  is  true  there  is  a  gymnasium  over  on  the 
flats  adjacent  to  the  ball  ground  and  also  there 
arc  bathing  facilities  in  the  new  court  house  on 
the  hill  and  at  City  Point. 

Working  people,  however,  particularly  women, 
could  not  be  expected  to  make  the  long  journey 
over  to  the  flats,  especially  at  night,  and  the  court 
boil  '  ""  'hi-  hill  is  quite  distant  from  this  end  of 
South  Boston. 

Indeed,  Dover  Street  Bath  House,  which  has 
been  enjoyed  by  millions  since  its  opening,  would 
l>«-  nearer  to  this  section  than  City  Point,  but 
Dover  street  serves  a  distinct  population  or  section 

> nd    bhe   channel,   made   up  largely  from  the 

South  End  of  the  city. 

I.  Street  Bath  ai  City  Point  is  more  of  a  summer 
institution  where  people  attend  from  all  over  the 
city  and  its  suburbs. 
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The  proposed  bath,  like  Dover  street,  would  be 
used  for  hygienic  purposes. 

I  intended  calling  on  you  regarding  this  matter, 
but  send  this  letter  in  the  event  of  my  not  having 
the  opportunity. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Thomas  J.  Kenny. 
■    Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  sug- 
gest that  the  veto  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

.  Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  don't  wish 
at  this  time  to  take  the  time  of  the  Council  in 
discussing  the  proposition  in  respect  to  an  all-the- 
year-round  bath  house  on  Broadway,  South  Boston, 
nor  do  I  understand  that  it  would  be  in  order  at 
this  time  to  do  so.  I  assumed  that  the  communi- 
cation from  the  Mayor  would  be  placed  on  file, 
and  I  would  like  to  have  also  on  file  my  letter  to 
him,  in  which  I  advocate  the  signing  of  the  order 
and  express  my  dissent,  in  a  way,  to  his  veto. 

The  communication  from  the  Mayor  was  placed 
on  file. 


$40,000 
20,000 


STREETS  NEEDING  RECONSTRUCTION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  26,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

I  beg  to  return  herewith  orders  of  your  honorable 
body  adopted  May  8,  with  answers  to  interroga- 
tories contained  therein. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjrley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Highway  Division,  May  25,  1916. 
To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 

I  return  herewith  Document  1-82  a  communi- 
cation from  the  City  Council  requesting  a  list  of 
streets  needing  reconstruction,  etc.,  and  submit  the 
following: 
The  first  item  needed  will  be  for  asphalt 

repairs  estimated  at 

The  second  item  needed  is  for  rebates 
for  artificial  stone  sidewalks 

Reconstruction. 

Albany  street,  Dover  to  Northampton 

street: 

31,280  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete   base    with    grout   joints, 

includes  6,000  square  yards  wood 

blocks 124,000 

Beach    street,     Harrison    to    Atlantic 
avenue : 
3,290  square  yards  granite  blocks  re- 
laid    on    concrete    base,    Portland 

cement  grout  joints 10,500 

Clinton  street,  Merchants  row  to  Com- 
mercial street: 
2,700  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base 11,300 

Charles   street,    Beacon    street,    across 
Cambridge  street: 
5,200  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 20,800 

Haymarket  square: 

6,850  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 30,000 

Boylston  street,  Tremont  to  Washing- 
ton street: 
1,704  square  yards  wood  blocks  on 

concrete  base *       6,800 

Washington  street,  Haymarket  square 
to  Elm  street: 
2,725  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints.  ...:..  8,900 

Devonshire    street,    Adams    square    to 
Water  street: 
2,075  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 8,300 

McKinley  square: 

4,400  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 21,000 

Congress    street,    Atlantic    avenue    to 
Fort  Point  channel : 
4,970  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 19,800 

Dorchester  avenue,  Congress  street  to 
West  Broadway: 
22,870  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 91,500 


Albany  street,  Kneeland  street  to  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad,  Brighton: 
4,870  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints $19,500 

Lincoln  street,  Essex  street  to  Beach 
street: 
2,800  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 11,000 

Cross  street,  Commercial  street  to  Hay- 
market square: 
2,476  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 10,000 

Batterymarch  street,  Franklin  street  to 
Broad  street: 
1,094  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 4,500 

Franklin  street,  Oliver  street  to  Broad 
street: 
1,590  square  yards  granite  blocks  on' 

concrete  base,  'grout  joints ,  6,300 

Fulton    street,    Blackstone    street    to 
Richmond  street: 
2,493  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 10,000 

Richmond  street,  Commercial  street  to 
Atlantic  avenue: 
1,660  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints.  ..'• 6,600 

North  street,   Union  street  to   Black- 
stone  street: 
1,161  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 4,600 

Merchants  row.   North   Market  street 
to  North  street: 
400  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 1,600 

Mercantile    street,    South    Market    to 
Richmond  street: 
2,417  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 9,600 

School  street,  Tremont  to  Washington 
street : 
1,340  square  yards  wood  block  pave- 
ment on  concrete  base 5,400 

Tremont  street,  Boylston  to  Northamp- 
ton street: 
37,700  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 150,000 

37,700  square    yards   asphalt  pave- 
ment on  concrete  base 82,300 

Shawmut  avenue,  Dover  to  Brobkline 
street: 
7,600  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 30,400 

Harrison   avenue,    Kneeland   street   to 
Dover  street: 
5,700  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 
concrete  base,  grout  joints  (includes 
1,400  square  yards  of  asphalt) ....  20,000 
Beacon  street,  Raleigh  street  to  Brook- 
line  avenue: 
14,100  square  yards  wood  block  pave- 
ment on  concrete  base -.  56,000 

Appleton  street,  Tremont  street  to  Co- 
lumbus avenue: 
9,370  squafe  yards   asphalt  on  mac- 
adam base 14,000 

Chandler    street,    Berkeley    street    to 
Columbus  avenue: 
4,800  square   yards  asphalt  on  mac- 
adam bas*e 7,200 

West  Canton  street,  Tremont  to  Apple- 
ton  street: 
3,250  square  yards  asphalt  on  mac- 
adam base 5,000 

Cortes  street,   Ferdinand  to   Berkeley 
street: 
1,260  square  yards  asphalt  on  mac- 
adam base !...:...  .  2,000 

Isabella    street,    Ferdinand    street    to 
Columbus  avenue: 
1,260  square  yards  asphalt  on  mac- 
adam base 2,000 

Newbury  street,  Arlington  to  Fairfield 
street: 
12,200  square  yards  asphalt  on  mac- 
adam base 19,000 

Canal    street,    Haymarket    square    to 
Causeway  street: 
4,380    square    yards    granite    blocks 

relaid,  concrete  base,  grout  joints. .  5,600 

South  Boston. 
West  Broadway,  Dorchester  avenue  to 
E  street: 
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10,105  square  yards  asphalt  ca  con- 
crete base 

Wood  block  pavement  on   concrete 
base 


East  Boston, 
street,      Lewis     to 


Jeffries 


Marginal 

street;  N 

12,414   square   yards   granite   blocks 

on  concrete  base,  grout  joints 

Maverick  square,  Sumner  street  across 
Maverick  street: 
3,250  square  yards  asphalt  on  con- 
crete base 

Charlestown.    • 
Chelsea  street,  City  square  to  Henley 
street: 
1,510  square  yards  granite  blocks  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 

Harvard    street,    south    side    Harvard 
square,  210  feet  north  of  Harvard 
square: 
1,220  square  yards  wood  block  pave- 
ment   

Rutherford  avenue  and  Devens  street, 
in  front  of  Harvard  School: 
070  square  yards  wood  block  pave- 
ment   

West  Roxbury. 
Centre    street,    Beech    street    to    Mt. 
Vernon  street: 
7,300  square  yards  granite  block  on 
concrete  base,  grout  joints 

Dorchester. 
Bowdoin  street,  Mt.  Ida  road  to  ToplifT 
street: 
3,750  square  yards  asphalt  on  mac- 
adam base 

Geneva    avenue,     Columbia    road    to 
Grove  Hall: 
4,120  square  yards  asphalt  on  mac- 
adam base 

Geneva    avenue,     Bowdoin    street    to 
Dorchester  avenue: 
10,900  square  yards  asphalt  on  mac- 
adam base 

Dorchester  avenue,  Savin  Hill  avenue  to 

Freeport  street: 

7,800    square     yards    relay    granite 

blocks    on    concrete    base,     grout 

joints 

Roxbury. 
Davenport   street,    Tremont   street   to 
Columbus  avenue: 
846  square  yards  asphalt  on  macadam 

base 

Greenwich  street,  Warwick  to  Weston 
street: 
1,371  square  yards  asphalt  on  mac- 
adam base 

Sarsfield    street,     Tremont     street    to 
Columbus  avenue: 
598  square  yards  asphalt  on  macadam 

base 

Shawmut  avenue,  Hammond  street  to 
Vernon  street: 
4,550  square  yards  granite  or  wood 

block  pavement 

Sterling  street,  Tremont  street  to  Shaw- 
mut avenue: 
5,839  square  yards  asphalt  on  con- 
crete base 

Tremont   street,    Davenport   street   to 
Roxbury  Crossing: 
21,160  square  yards  granite  block  on 

concrete  base,  grout  joints 

Walpole   street,  Tremont  street  to  Co- 
lumbus avenue: 
726  square  yards  asphalt  on  macadam 

base 

Benton    street,  Tremont  street  to  Co- 
lumbus avenue: 
828  square  yards  asphalt  on  macadam 

base 

Burke    street,   Tremont  street  to   Co- 
lumbus avenue: 
780  square  yards  asphalt  on  maoadam 

base 

Fruit  street,  Charles  to   Blossom  street 

North  Grove  street,  Cambridge  to  Fruit 

street 


822,500 
40,000 


50,000 


9,700 


6,000 


6,200 


3,270 


30,000 


5,600 


7,1 


21,000 


31,500 


1,300 


3,500 


900 


18,200. 


14,500 


85,000 


1,300 


1,300 


1,300 
7,100 

5,150 


Parkman    street,    North    Anderson    to 

North  Grove  street $1,800 

North    Anderson    street,    Parkman    to 

Fruit  street 650 

Blossom  street,  Allen  to  Fruit  street.  .  .  4,600 

$1,278,270 

Canal  street 5,600 


$1,283,870 


Yours  respectfully, 

James  A.  Sullivan, 
•   Division  Engineer. 
Placed  on  file. 


OPENING  OF  MARKETS,  JUNE  16. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  31,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  a  petition  from 
the  lessees  of  the  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy  Markets 
who  desire  the  privilege  of  keeping  open  on  Fri- 
day, June  16,  until  9  p.  m.,  and  closing  all  day 
Saturday,  June  17,  1916. 

In  conformity  with  the  desire  of  the  lessees,  I 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy  Markets 
be  allowed  the  privilege  of  keeping  open  until 
9  p.  m.,  on  Friday,  June  16,  and  closing  all  day 
Saturday,  June  17,  1916. 

(The  petition  referred  to  was  signed  by  Prior  & 
Townsend,  Inc.,  and  very  many  others  of  the  two 
markets  referred  to.) 

The  order  was  passed. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named: 

Claims. 

James  Henderson,  to  have  refunded  the  amount 
paid  for  permit  to  build  a  house  at  82  Johnswood 
road. 

Alice  G.  Keating,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  sidewalk  at  151  Princeton 
street. 

Walter  Spratt,  for  compensation  for  damage  by 
sewage  at  59  West  Seventh  street. 

Max  Ulin,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  because  of  the  absence  of  a  light  at 
Chelsea  drawbridge. 

Albert  J.  Carpenter,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  by  a  city  automobile  at  the 
corner  of  Dudley  and  Greenville  streets. 

Joanna  B.  Casey,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  garbage  receiver  at  27  Greenbrier  street  by  a 
city  employee. 

Clifton  S.  Day,  for  refund  of  amount  paid  for 
sidewalk  privilege  at  cellar  No.  7,  New  Faneuil 
Hall  Market. 

Ernest  Fitzgerald,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  being  run  over  by  a  ladder  truck  at 
the  corner  of  Walden  and  Arklow  streets. 

George  B.  Hinman,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  automobile  by  a  city  team. 

I.  Hoffman,  for  compensation  for  damage  by 
sewage  at  31  Porter  street,  East  Boston. 

James  Leonard,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  house  34  Bardwell  street  by  the  construction  of 
a  sewer  in  Ballard  street. 

Joseph  Rugo,  to  be  paid  for  blasting  out  trench 
for  water  pipe  at  1465  Blue  Hill  avenue,  and  for 
making  repairs  to  sewer  at  75  Hancock  street. 

Mrs.  Nellie  B.  Sherry  and  Mrs.  Daniel  J.  Green, 
for  compensation,  for  damage  to  clothing  by  a 
city  watering  cart. 

Sullivan's  Somerville  Express,  to  be  paid  for 
damage  to  team  by  a  city  cart. 

M.  K.  Wood,  to  be  paid  for  clothing  damaged 
by  a  watering  cart  on  Summer  street. 

Isaac  Blankenborg,  to  be  paid  for  stopping  up 
of  sewer  and  damages  at  is  Leverett  street. 

W.  II.  Shrewbridge,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  8  Maple  park,  caused  by  shutting  off 
of  wator. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


County  Accounts. 
Communication    from     East    Boston     District 
Court  concerning  increase  of  salary  of  probation 
officer  in  said  court. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  licenses  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms, 
viz.: 

A.  Berman,  346  Washington  street,  Ward  5. 

Michael  DeAngelis  and  Brother,  165A  Salem 
street,  Ward  5. 

S.  J.  Diab,  741  Washington  street,  Ward  5. 

S.  J.  Diab,  493  Washington  street,  Ward  5. 

Gutlon  Brothers,  2012  Washington  street, 
Ward  12. 

Kirkwood  Brothers,  23  Elm  street,  Ward  5. 

Vara  Brothers,  3  Prince  street,  Ward  5. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 
ment, viz.: 

M.  Agnes  Gillen,  Bates  Hall,  evening  of  June  2. 

Mary  F.  Dowd,  Steinert  Hall,  evening  of  June  30. 


-  CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  following  constables' 
bonds,  viz.: 

George  A.  Borofski,  Thomas  F.  Holland,  Louis 
Rosenthal,  Jonathan  Weatherbee. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


NOTICE   OF   CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Thomas  B.  O'Connor, 
Schoolhouse  Commissioner,  under  provisions  of 
charter  amendments  of  1909,  of  interest  in  proposed 
contract  for  erection  of  a  municipal  building  in 
Roslindale. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPAVING  OF  CANAL  STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Canal 
Street  Business  Men's  Association  asking  that 
Canal  street  be  repaved  with  new  granite  blocks. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILROAD    POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Police  Department, 
in  accordance  with  law,  of  the  appointment  of  Leo 
Sheehan  as  railroad  police  officer  on  the  Boston, 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  that  Otis  F.  Pray  was  no 
longer  employed  as  railroad  police  officer  by  said 
company. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  of 
Thomas  Sprouls  as  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  a  certified 
copy  of  same  having  been  sent  to  the  Civil  Service 
Commission. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  of  approval  of  appointment  of  James 
E.  Cole  as  Wire  Commissioner. 

Placed  on.  file. 


NOTICES   OF   ORGANIZATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Park  and  Recrea- 
tion Department  of  organization  of  the  commis- 
sibners,  with  John  H.  Dillon,  chairman,  and  Daniel 
J.  Byrne,  secretary. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Exam- 
iners of  the  Building  Department  of  its  organiza- 
tion', ■'with  Thomas  K.  Reynolds  as  chairman  and 
William-H.  Besarick  as  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   OIL. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Charles  H.  Curtis,  keeping  of  gasolene,  509 
Centre  street. 

Carson  Trench  Machine  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  16  Dorrance  street. 

New  England  Newspaper  Publishing  Company, 
keeping  of  gasolene,  19  Granite  street. 

Abraham  Snider,  keeping  of  gasolene,  114 
Homestead  street. 

J.  R.  Downing  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  128-134  Kenrick  street. 

Berwick  Cake  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
18  Palmer  street. 

Mead-Morrison  Manufacturing  Company,  keep- 
ing of  gasolene,  turpentine  and  naphtha,  at  corner 
Prescott  and  Orleans  streets. 

Boston  Protective  Department,  keeping  of  gaso- 
lene at  rear  4  Appleton  street;  379  Atlantic  ave- 
nue;  159  and  161  Roxbury  street. 

Boston  Fire  Department,  keeping  of  gasolene  at 
Andrew  square,  Ward  11;  Boylston  street,  Ward 
8;  Bristol  street,  Ward  6;  Bulfinch  street,  Ward  5; 
Callender  street,  Ward  21;  Centre  street,  Ward 
22;  Columbia  road,  Ward  12;  Dorchester  avenue, 
Ward  20;  Dudley  street,  Ward  12;  Egleston  square, 
Ward  15;  Fort  Hill  square,  Ward  5;  Harrison  ave- 
nue, Ward  6;  Harvard  avenue,  Ward  24;  Harvard 
avenue,  Ward  25;  Longwood  avenue,  Ward  14; 
Main  street,  Ward  3;  Meeting  House  Hill,  Ward 
18;  Oak  square,  Ward  26;  Pittsburgh  street,  Ward 
9;  River  street,  Ward  8;  Saratoga  street,  Ward  1; 
Tremont  street,  Ward  13;  Walk  Hill  street,  Ward 
22;  Warren  avenue,  Ward  7;  Washington  street, 
Ward  19;  Washington  street,  Ward  23. 

Placed  on  file. 


STREETS  IN  NEED  OF  RECONSTRUCTION, 
ETC. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  May  26,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  has  re- 
ceived from  your  honorable  body  the  following 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be 
requested  to  submit  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations a  list  of  streets  needing  reconstruction, 
repairs  or  resurfacing  in  the  order  of  their  impor- 
tance, with  the  precise  location  to  be  repaired,  the 
number  of  yards  to  be  repaired  and  the  approximate 
cost  of  the  work,  the  number  of  streets  to  be 
repaired  for  a  possible  expenditure  of  one  million 
dollars. 

In  answer  to  this  request,  the  Finance  Com- 
mission respectfully  submits  the  following  report. 
This  report  is  based  upon  a  study  of  street  condi- 
tions in  the  entire  city  made  by  its  consulting 
engineer  during  the  summer  of  1915,  and  upon  his 
more  recent  examination  of  the  streets  hereinafter 
scheduled.  The  order  of  the  City  Council  limits 
the  expenditure  for  street  repairs  to  the  sum  of 
$1,000,000.  Consequently,  this  requirement  makes 
the  task  somewhat  difficult,  in  selecting  the  streets 
most  needing  repairs  from  the  large  number  of 
streets  which  are  in  need  of  repairs. 

The  selections  submitted  herewith  are  made 
according  to  the  following  considerations: 

1.  Those  streets,  whatever  their  importance  as 
thoroughfares  of  traffic,  that  are  in  such  bad  con- 
dition as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  traveling 
public. 

2.  Main  lines  of  travel  to  important  points  in 
the  city  and  to  the  various  districts  into  which  the 
city  is  naturally  divided. 

3.  Streets  whose  repairs  are  necessitated  on 
account  of  sanitary  and  other  conditions  in  con- 
junction with  traffic  heeds. 

Consideration  has  also  been  given  to  the  desira- 
bility of  separating  the  traffic  which  now  congests 
the  smoother  streets  and  diverting  such  traffic  to 
its  natural  routes.  The  different  districts  have 
been  studied  in  the  same  order  and  with  the  same 
boundaries  as  in  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, Vol.  XL,  page  256  el  seq. 

The  estimate  of  the  number  of  square  yards  to 
be  constructed  and  cost  of  the  same  are  approxi- 
mate only,  as  the  Finance  Commission  has  no 
means  of  obtaining  the  exact  engineering  data  to 
make  estimates.  No  consideration  has  been  given 
to  the  construction  of  sidewalks,  except  such 
repairs  as  may   be   necessary   on  account   of   the 
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resetting  of  curbstones  and  new  curbstones  where 
none  now  exist.  The  estimates  are  based  upon 
prices  for  doing  the  work  by  contract,  not  upon 
prices  for  doing  the  work  by  the  city  force. 

Where  soft  pavements  are  considered  sufficient 
for  the  purpose,  ,  either  bituminous  macadam  or 
asphalt  has  been  specified.  The  consulting  engineer 
states  that  the  price  estimated  is  a  liberal  one  for 
bituminous  macadam. 

The  consulting  engineer,  in  company  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Public  Works  Department,  has 
recently  examined  the  asphalt  streets  in  New 
Haven  and  Hartford,  Conn.,  that  have  been  laid 
upon  a  base  of  old  macadam,  during  the  past  four 
years,"  at  a  price   of   approximately   one   dollar  a 


square  foot,  including  all  incidental  work.  The 
engineer  reports  that  he  found  the  streets  in  excel- 
lent condition.  Some  of  these  streets,  which  are 
now  in  use  for  the  fourth  season,  are  in_better  con- 
dition than  any  bituminous  street  in  Boston,  with 
the  possible  exception  of  Columbia  road. 

If  approximately  the  same  price  could  be  obtained 
in  Boston  the  commission  believes  that  this  form 
of  construction  should  be  adopted,  as  it  would  be 
manifestly  unwise  to  continue  the  use  of  bituminous 
macadam.  Bituminous  macadam,  however,  when 
properly  laid,  is  more  economical  for  many  of  our 
streets  than  asphalt,  at  the  prices  which  the  City 
of  Boston  has  been  accustomed  to  pay.' 

The  streets  selected  are  as  follows: 


South  Boston  and  Dorchester  North. 
(Paving  District  No.  1.) 


Name  of  Street. 

Limits. 

Materials. 

Square 
Yards. 

Estimated 
Cost* 

Totals. 

From    Dorchester  avenue 
to  Dorchester  street. 

From   Andrew   square   to 
Savin  Hill  avenue. 

From  Massachusetts  ave- 
nue to  Dudley  street. 

John  A.  Andrew  School .  . 

13,200 

21,000 

4,500 

$33,000 

94,000 

5,625 

5,000 

Columbia  road 

Bituminous   macadam 
or  asphalt. 

$137,625 

East  Boston. 
(Paving  District  No.  2.) 


Lexington  street. 


From  Meridian  street  to 
Shelby  street. 


Granite. 


7,100 


$32,000 


$32,000 


Charlestown. 
(Paving  District  No.  3). 


Harvard    street     and 
Rutherford  avenue. 


At  schoolhouse. 


Wood  block . 


$10,000 


3,000 


Brighton. 
(Paving  District  No.  4.) 


Brighton  avenue .... 

Cambridge  street. . . . 

Franklin  street 

North  Harvard  street. 


From  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue to  Cambridge 
street. 

From  North  Beacon  street 
to  224  feet  west  of  Elko 
street. 

Lincoln  street  to.  North 
Harvard  street. 

Franklin  street  to  West- 
ern avenue. 


Bituminous  macadam 
or  asphalt. 


Bituminous  macadam 
or  asphalt. 

Bitviminous  macadam 
or  asphalt. 

Bituminous  macadam 
or  asphalt. 


18,500 

24,000 

7,250 
1,555 


$25,000 

30,000 

11,262 
3,000 


$69,262 


West  Roxbury. 
(Paving  District  No.  5.) 


Centre  street 

Between     Arborway    and 
Ardale  street. 

Bituminous  macadam 
or  asphalt. 

35,000 

§43,750 

Walk  Hill  street 

Between  Hyde  Park  ave- 
nue    ,and     Harvard 
street. 

Bituminous  macadam 
or  asphalt. 

25,000 

31,350 

From   Bussey    Bridge   to 

Washington  street. 

Bituminous  macadam 
or  asphalt. 

6,700 

12,700 

Forest     Hills    square    to 
Ashland  street. 

Is  uiiii 

82,000 

$169,800 

*  Figures  showing  estimated  cost  subject  to  possible  revision  and   enrrrcl.iiin 
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DOHCHESTER. 

(Paving  District  No.  0.) 


Name  of  Steeet. 

Limits. 

Materials. 

Square 
Yards. 

Estimated 
Cost* 

Totals. 

From  Savin  Hill  avenue  to 
Peabody  square. 

From  Ashmont  street  to 
bridge,  west  side. 

32,600 
4,800 

$140,700 
.     21,600 

Neponset  avenue 

Granite 

$168,300 

Roxbuby  South  and  Jamaica  Plain. 
(Paving  District  No.  7.) 


Warren  street. 


From    Dudley    street    to 
Grove  Hall. 


Granite . 


36,000       $162,000 


$162,000 


South  End  and  Roxbuby  Nobth. 
(Paving  District  No.  8.) 


I  in  I  mouth  street. 


Westminster  street, 
Marble  street,  Wes- 
ton street,  Warwick 

.  street,  Sterling 
street. 

Boylston  street 


Hampden   street  and 
Northampton  street. 


From  Columbus  avenue  to 
railroad  bridge. 


From  Fenway  to  Brook- 
line  avenue. 

From    Dudley  street    to 
Washington  street. 


Granite . 


Asphalt  or  bituminous 
macadam. 


Asphalt . 
Granite . 


1,500 
15,370 


8,500 
7,500 


$0,750 
19,210 

21,250 
33,750 


880,960 


Ashmont. 
(Paving  District  No.  9.) 


Talbot  avenue 

From    Wells    avenue    to 
Peabody  square. 

Asphalt  or  bituminous 
1   macadam. 

4,700 

$5,875 

Dorchester  avenue .  .  . 

From  Peabody  square  to 
Pierce  square. 

Granite 

19,000 

87,700 

Morton  street 

From    New    York,    New 
Haven      &       Hartford 
Railroad  to  River  street. 

Asphalt  or  bituminous 
macadam. 

15,000 

22,000 

$115,575 

City  Peopeb  and  Back  Bay'. 
'    (Paving  District  No.  10.) 


From  Atlantic  avenue  to 
Harrison  avenue. 

3,235 

0,850 
1,150 
5.7S3 

2,600 

5,200 

$19,000 

30,000 

4,000 

22,000 

11,000 

22,000 

Granite 

Granite 

From     Beach     street    to 
Summer  street. 

From    Merchants  row  to 
Commercial  street. 

From  Cambridge  street  to 
Beacon  street. 

Clinton  street 

Granite 

$108,000 

1 

Total.  , 

$1,053,522 

Hyde  Pajbk. 

(Paving  District  No.  11.) 

No  contract  work  appears  to  be  needed  in  this  district. 


*  Figures  showing  estimated  cost  subject  to  possible  revision  and  correction. 
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There  are  other  streets  in  the  city  that  are  in 
even  more  urgent  need  of  improvement  than  any 
of  the  streets  in  the  above  list,  but  as  their  improve- 
ment would  involve  the  taking  of  land,  they  should 
properly  be  widened  and  improved  from  the 
Street  Commissioners'  annual  highway  loan. 
Prominent  examples  are  North  Beacon  street  in 
Brighton,  from  Market  street  to  the  Charles 
river;  Washington  street  in  West  Roxbury,  from 
Metropolitan  avenue  to  La  Grange  street;  Wash- 
ington street  in  Dorchester,  from  Codman  square 
to  River  street,  and  Centre  street  in  West  Rox- 
bury, from  Beech  street  to  Spring  street. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 
by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES.. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  petitions 
for  minors'  licenses  for  thirteen  newsboys  and  five 
vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  2,  3  and  4,  viz.: 

2.  Fulton  Dean,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods  for 
the  Metropolitan  Ice  Company. 

3.  Richard  O.  Rouse,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods 
for  the  Perry,  Buxton,  Doane  Company. 

4.  Edward  F.  McCormack,  Charles  H.  Woods, 
Charles  A.  Brandon,.  Alfred  Marotte,  H.  H. 
McCarthy,  Leo  Gallivan,  C.  J.  Lucas,  Charles 
Lund,  to  be  Weighers  of  Goods  for  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 1917. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— Coun.  McDonald  and  Collins.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  cast  9,  yeas  9,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


RESTORATION    OF   FANEUIL   HALL,  ETC. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  moved  that  the  message 
of  the  Mayor  and  order  (referred  April  3)  appro- 
priating $50,000  for  the  fireproofing  and  architec- 
tural restoration  of  Faneuil  Hall  be  recalled  from 
the  files  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  if  that 
motion  prevails  I  shall  move  that  the  order  be 
killed  without  prejudice  and  shall  introduce  a  new 
order  for  the  same  purpose.  My  reason  for  that 
action  is  that  this  order  will  take  effect  day  after 
tomorrow  unless  we  take  some  action,  and  it  is 
unlikely  that  we  will  have  a  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  tonight.  I  was  planning  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  a  week 
from  today  to  take  up  that  matter  and  other 
matters  that  are  before  the  committee. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stood that  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  called  for  today. 

"President  HAGAN — I  would  say  that  there  was 
a  meeting  called  for  three  o'clock.  There  was  also 
a  meeting  of  the  Council  called  for  three  o'clock 
and  we  got  together  here  at  4.30. 

Coun.  McDONALD — I  know,  but  the  custom 
has  been  when  we  go  into  executive  session  to  hold 
those  meetings  and  report  back  later.  If  we  are 
not  going  to  have  an  executive  session,  all  right. 

President  HAGAN — I  don't  know  positively 
about  it.  Perhaps  Coun.  Coulthurst  thinks  he 
will  not  bfe  able  to  remain  here  today  for  a  meeting 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  therefore  wants 
the  matter  acted  upon  in  this  way. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  'President,  it  will 
be  reasonably  late  before  we  get  through,  any  way, 
and  personally  I  don't  think  I  shall  be  able  to  stay 
and  sit  with  the  Committee  on  Finance.  I  there- 
fore suggest  this  action  and  plan  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  Committeo  on  Finance  a  week  from  today, 
when  we  can  take  up  all  the  matters  before  the 
committee. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  was 
going  to  ask  the  councilor  opposite  if,  in  the  event 
of  ihis  order  being  rejected  without  prejudice 
today,  he  will  call  a  nice i  ing  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  at  a  very  early  date  to  take  notion  on  this 
or «lr i  that  he  is  about  to  present? 


Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  the 
councilor  evidently  did  not  hear  what  I  said,  that 
I  intended  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  for  a  week  from  today. 

Coun.  Coulthurst's  motion  to  take  the  order 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance  was  carried  and 
the  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  un- 
derstand Coun.  Coulthurst's  motion  to  be  that  it 
be  rejected  without  prejudice? 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  sup- 
pose the  parliamentary  procedure  is  that  action 
must  come  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Mayor. 
I  have  already  stated  that  the  object  of  my  motion 
was  to  reject  the  order  without  prejudice  and  I 
have  in  my  hand  an  order  of  the  same 
import,  which  I  intend  to  offer,  and  which 
will,  I  presume,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  so  that  the  matter  will  be  before 
that  committee  at  its  next  meeting.  I  suppose 
such  of  us  as  favor  rejection  of  the  order  without 
prejudice  will  vote  no  at  this  time,  when  the 
roll  is  called. 

The  order  was  rejected  without  prejudice,  yeas 
0,  nays  9. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
the  sum  of  850,000  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
to  be  expended  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  for  the  fireproofing  and  architectural 
restoration  of  Faneuil  Hall,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Reports  on  various  papers — recommending 
that  the  same. be  placed  on  file,  viz.: 

Message  of  Mayor  and  communication  (referred 
April  17)  relative  to  salaries  of  City  Hospital  De- 
<  partment  employees. 

Message  of  Mayor  (referred  April  25)  submit- 
ting certain  reports  of  department. 

Message^  of  Mayor  and  communication  (referred 
May  S)  giving  list  of  appropriations  which  are 
exhausted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  messages  and 
papers  placed  on  file. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  22)  appropriating  $47,000  for  re- 
surfacing, by  contract,  Commonwealth  avenue, 
between  Arlington  street  and  Brookline  avenue — • 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 
The    order    will    take    its     second    reading    and 
passage  in  not  less  than  fourteen  days  from  date. 

3.  Report  on  message  -of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  8)  for  appropriation  of  $153,802  for 
reconstruction  and  repairing  of  streets — that  the 
order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Kenny  and  Mc- 
Donald dissent. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  rejected, 
yeas  4,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Kenny,  Mc- 
Donald— 4. 

Nays — Coun.  Coleman,  Collins,  Coulthurst, 
Hagan,  Storrow — 5. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  22)  appropriating  $100,000  for 
reconstruction  and  repair  of  streets  by  contract- 
that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Kenny  and 
McDonald  dissent. 

Coun.  STOHUOW— Mr.  President,  I  have  here 
an  order  which  I  would  like  to  move  as  a  substitute 
for  the  order  which  has  just  been  reported  upon. 
I  shall  hand  it  to  the  Clerk  and  ask  him  tO  lead  it. 

Coun.  STORROW  offered  the  following; 

Ordered,  That,  to  provide  additional  means  to 
in  >  I  Hi"  current  expenses  payable  during  the 
financial  year  beginning  with  the  first,  day  of 
February,  1916,  of  performing  the  duties  and 
exercising    the    powers    devolved    by    statute    or 

ordinal ,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council  during 

the  year  upon  the  City  of  Boston  or  the  County 
of  Suffolk,  or  upon  the  departments  or  officer; 
thereof,  the  respective  sums  of  money  hereinafter 

specified  be    ana  the  same    are    hereby  specifically 

appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Paving  Serv- 
ice of  the  Public  Works  Department  to  meet  the 
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expense  of  the  reconstructing  and  repairing  of 
streets,  by  contract,  for  the  objects  and  purposes 
hereinafter  stated,  that  the  said  sums  be  raised 
bv  taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by 
the  City  Council  relating  to  taxes  and  interest 
thereon  apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  tor. 

Beach  street,  from  Atlantic  avenue  to 
Harrison  avenue,  granite  blocks  on  con- 
crete   base,     Portland    cement     grout 

joints,  3,290  square  yards SlO.oUU 

Haymarket  square,  granite  blocks  on  con- 
crete   base,     Portland     cement    grout 

joints,  6,850  square  yards ....■-      30.UUU 

Lincoln  street,  from  Beach  street  to  bum- 
mer street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete 
base,    Portland    cement    grout    joints, 

5,783  square  yards •  •      «iW» 

Clinton  street,  from  Merchants  row  to 
Commercial  street,  granite  blocks  on 
concrete  base,  Portland  cement  grout 

joints,  2,000  square  yards ■  •       U.uuu 

Washington  street,  Haymarket  square  to 
Elm  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete 
base,    Portland    cement    grout    joints, 

2,725  square  yards •  ■  ■  -  •  ■        8'JUU 

Devonshire  street,  Adams  square  to  Water 
street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base 
Portland    cement    grout    joints,    2,075 

square  yards .-■■■■■: S"5U" 

McKinley  square,  granite  blocks  on  con- 
crete   base,    Portland     cement     grout 

joints,  4,400  square  yards ■  •  •       -l.uuu 

Cross  street,  Commercial  street  to  Hay- 
market square,  granite  blocks  on  con- 
crete base,  Portland  cement  grout  joints, 
2,476  square  yards.  .. . . ... . .  - .  -  ••■  •  ■      iu'uuu 

Batterymarch  street,  Franklin  street  to 
Broad  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete 
base,    Portland    cement    grout    joints, 

1,094  square  yards ■  -  •  '■■•  -  ■■         *'ouu 

Franklin  street,  Oliver  street  to  Broad 
street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base 
Portland    cement    grout   joints,    1,590 

square  yards —  -  -  •  v  :  ■ 

Fulton  street,  Blackstone  street  to  Rich-  » 

mond  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete 
base,    Portland    cement    grout    joints, 

2,493  square  yards w.uu> 

Richmond  street,  Commercial  street  to 
Atlantic  avenue,  granite  blocks  on  con- 
crete base,  Portland  cement  grout 
joints,  1,660  square  yards.  •■■■••:;-  °'w 
North  street,  Union  street  to  Blackstone 
street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base, 
Portland    cement   grout   joints,    1,161  ^ 

square  yards ■  •  •■-  ■■■  •  ■  ■  ■  •■■  •  ■ 

Merchants  row,  North  Market  street  to 
North  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete 
base,  Portland  cement  grout  joints,  400  ^ 

square  yards ■  ■■  •  •  •  •  ■  ■  ■  -  ■  ' 

Mercantile  street,  South  Market  street  to 
Richmond  street,  granite  blocks  on  con- 
crete   base,    Portland     cement    grout 
joints,  2,417  square  yards. ......  .  .  •■  ■  •         J.ouu 

School  street,  Tremont  street  to  Washing- 
ton street,  wood  block  pavement  on  con- 

crete  base,  1,340  square  yards .... o.*uu 

Canal  street,  Haymarket  square  to  Cause- 
way street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete 
base,    Portland     cement    grout   joints,        . 

4,380  square  yards     ......  .-  • •  ■  •  •        °'uw 

West  Broadwav,  South  Boston,  from  Dor- 
chester avenue  to  E  street,  asphalt  on 
concrete  base,  10,105  square  yards.  .  .  .       ^-,ouu 
Preble    street,    South    Boston,    John    A. 

Andrew  School,  wood  block  pavement  ^ 

on  concrete  base.  .  . ■  ■  ■  ■  ■■■ •  •  • ;  ' 

Lexington  street,  East  Boston,  from  Merid- 
ian street    to    Sheldon   street    granite 
blocks  on  concrete  base,  Portland  ce- 
ment  grout  joints,  7,100  square  yards,      32,000 
Harvard  street  and  Rutherford  avenue,      - 
Charlestown,     at     schoolhouse,     wood 
block  pavement  on  concrete  base  ■•■■•••       lu'w 
Brighton   avenue,   Brighton,   from   Com- 
monwealth avenue  to  Cambridge  street, 
bituminous  macadam  or  asphalt,  la.ouu      ^  ^ 

square  yards .■  ■  •  ■  •  •  •  ■  ■ :  ' 

Cambridge  street,  Brighton,  from  North 
Beacon  street  to  224  feet  west  of  Elko 
street,  bituminous  macadam  or  asphalt, 

24,000  square  yards •  ■  •  ■       ■3U',J 

.  Washington  street,  West  Boxbury,  from 
Forest  Hills  square  to  Ashland  street, 
granite  blocks  on  concrete  base,  Port- 


land cement  grout  joints,  18,000  square 

yards •.■■'••     $»2>00u 

Dorchester  avenue,  Dorchester,  from 
Savin  Hill  avenue  to  Freeport  street, 
granite  blocks  on  concrete  base,  Port- 
land cement  grout  joints,  7,800  square 
yards ■■  •■•'.•  ■.-       31'500 

Westminster,  Marble,  Weston,  Warwick, 
Sterling  streets,  Roxbury,  asphalt  or 
bituminous    macadam,    15,370    square  _ 

yards in'nnn 

Asphalt  and  bitulithic  repairs 4U,uuu 

$473,110 

President  HAGAN— The  question  first  comes  on 
Coun.  Storrow's  motion  to  substitute  the  order 
he  offers  for  the  one  reported  upon  by  the  com- 

"Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order,  that  the  City  Council  has  no  right 
to  amend  an  appropriation  order  sent  to  this 
Council,  an  individual  appropriation  order  sent 
to  the  Council  by  the  Mayor.       , 

President  HAG  AN— The  Chair  will  rule  the  point 
not  well  taken.  T 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  am 
somewhat  surprised  that  the  Chair  should  rule  as 
he  has  on  the  point  raised  by  Coun.  McDonald. 
It  is  entirely  contrary  to  the  procedure  adopted  in 
this  Council  in  the  past,  I  think,  to  amend  an  order 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  The  proper  procedure 
would  be  to  reject  that  order,  as  the  committee 
has  recommended,  and  then  the  order  as  presented 
by  Coun.  Storrow  can  be  presented  after  you  Have 
disposed  of  the  Mayor's  order. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  offer  that 
as  a  substitute  for  the  order  sent  to  us  by  the  Mayor. 
In  support  of  that  order  may   I  sYi-    V*^ 
seemed  to  a  number  of  members  of  this  Council 
that  we  ought   as   speedily  as   possible   to   render 
available     a    substantial    sum    representing    the 
budget   savings,    for   the   purpose    of   resurfacing 
our  itreets.     We  have  before  us  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  that 
certain  specified  streets  should  be  repaired  to  the 
amount  of  about  a  million  and  a  quarter  dollars. 
The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  was  before  us  in 
committee  today,  and  it  seems  to  me  he  left  very 
uncertain,  to  say  the  least,  the  matter  of  how  this 
$473,000   would   be,  spent   if  it   is   appropriated 
It  would  be  spent  presumably  on  some  of  the  streets 
which  make  up  the  total  of  a  million  and  a. quarter 
and   I   think   that  is   all  we  know.     Besides  the 
recommendation   of   the   Commissioner   of   Public. 
Works  as  to  these  streets  totaling  a  million  and  a 
quarter  dollars,  we  have  before  us,  ma  letter  which 
was     submitted    today,     recommendations     from 
the  Finance  Commission  totaling  about  a  million 
dollars.     Some  of  those  streets  are  the  same  as 
the    streets   recommended   by    the    Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  and  some  are  different      Having 
received   these   two   conflicting  reports  from   two 
expert  sources  it  seemed  as  though  it  were  the  duty 
of  the  Council,  guided  by  these  experts   to  torrn a 
judgment  of  its  own,  unless,  indeed,  the  Counci 
were  ready  to  place  itself  entirely  in  the ■hands  of 
the  Finance  Commission  °r  entirely  m  the  hams 
of    the    Commissioner    of    Public    Works      TLhis 
order  which  I   have  moved  as  a  substitute   con- 
tains   numerous    streets   recommended   by   b6th 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and  tteFmance 
Commission,  and   quite   a   number   of   streets  rec 
ommended    by    the   head   of    the   Public   Works 
Department  alone,  and  I  think  a  smaller  number 
of    streets   recommended   to    us   by    the    Finance 
Commission.     For  the  purpose  of  gettmg.it  into 
the  record  and  bringing' it  before  the  Council,  1 
am  going  to  read  very  briefly  those  st.eets  and 
state  on  what  expert  authority  we  rely.     Beach 
street     Commissioner    of   Public   Work| >   and I   the 
Finance    Commission;    Haymarket   square,    Com 
missioner  of  Public  Works  and  the  Finance  Com- 
mission;  Lincoln   street,   Commissioner   of   Public 
Works    and    the    Finance    Commission;    Clinton 
street   Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and  Finance 
Commission;    Washington    street     Commissioner 
of     Public    Works;     Devonshire     street,     Comni  s 
sioner  of  Public  Works;   McKinley  square,  Com- 
missioner  of    Public   Works;    Cross   street,    Com- 
s    „ner  of   Public  Works;   Batterymarch  street, 
Commissioner   of   Public   Works;    Franklin   street, 
Commssoner    of    Public    Works;    Fulton .street, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works;  Richmond  street, 
Pomnissioner    of    Public    Works;    North    street, 
Commissioner    of   Public  Works;  Merchants  row, 
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Commissioner  of  Public  Works;  Mercantile  street, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works;  School  street, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works;  Canal  street, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works;  West  Broadway, 
both  the  commissioner  and  the  Finance  Com- 
mission; Preble  street,  Finance  Commission — 
that  is  a  small  section  around  a  schoolhouse,  to 
be  paved  with  wood  block;  Lexington  street, 
East  Boston,  Finance  Commission;  Harvard  street 
and  Rutherford  avenue,  Charlestown,  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  and  Finance  Commission; 
Brighton  avenue,  Finance  Commission;  Cambridge 
street,  Finance  Commission;  Washington  street, 
Finance  Commission;  Dorchester  avenue,  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  and  the  Finance  Com- 
mission; Westminster,  Marble,  Weston,  Warwick 
and  Sterling  streets,  both  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  and  the  Finance  Commission.  The 
guiding  principle  in  that  selection  between  these 
two  expert  authorities  has  been  a  certain  amount 
of  granite  paving  in  the  downtown  streets,  looking 
toward  a  reconstruction  of  our  downtown  streets 
where  the  traffic  is  so  heavy;  then  a  certain  number 
of  streets  which  are  largely  selected  because  they 
are  important  radial  highways,  and  then  a  few 
streets  —  Westminster,  Marble,  Weston,  Warwick 
and  Sterling  streets  —  which  are  said  to  be  in 
extraordinarily  bad  order  and  which  are  recom- 
mended for  resurfacing  both  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  and  the  Finance  Commission. 
I  understand,  Mr.  President,  that  if  the  Mayor  does 
not  set  his  seal  of  approval  upon  this  substitute 
order  it  will  have  no  effect  whatever.  I  do  not 
make  this  motion  in  the  spirit  of  forcing  the  hand 
of  the  Mayor,  but  to  speedily,  at  this  meeting  and 
without  waiting  for  a  subsequent  meeting,  bring 
before  him  what  seems  a  logical,  sensible  way  to 
spend  this  sum,  amounting  to  nearly  half  a  million 
dollars,  in  a  way  which  is  largely  in  accord  with 
the  recommendations  of  his  subordinate,  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works.  In  support  of  this 
order  I  have  prepared  a  statement,  which  I  read 
in  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, at  which  I  think  all  the  members,  besides 
the  Press,  were  present.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
read  it  again  if  any  member  desires,  but  I  presume 
it  is  the  wish  of  the  members,  it  having  been  once 
read,  not  to  hear  it  again.  I  therefore  merely 
ask  leave  to  hand  it  to  the  stenographer  and  have 
it  inserted  in  the  record. 

Coun.  STORROW  here  submitted  the  following: 

The  action  of  the  City  Council  on  the  budget 
has  made  available  a  possible  total  of  approxi- 
mately $750,000  for  repair  of  streets.  This  is  the 
largest  sum  available  in  fifteen  years. 

If  the  money  is  spent  under  a  systematic  and 
comprehensive  plan  and  pains  taken  to  secure  the 
same  effective  competition  that  has  been  obtained 
in  other  cities,  a  long  start  can  be  made  this  year 
toward  resurfacing  our  more  important  streets. 
The  same  careful  policy  pursued  for  two  or  three 
years  longer  will  certainly  give  Boston  creditable 
streets. 

If  a  haphazard  policy  is  pursued  and  if  either 
through  ignorance  or  intention  the  work,  in  effect 
at  least,  is  handed  to  a  few  favored  contractors  at 
prices  from  50  to  100  per  cent  above  fair  com- 
petitive figures  then  little  or  no  gain  can  be  made 
on  the  annual  wear  and  tear  which  is  always  going 
on,  and  five  years  or  ten  years  from  now  Boston's 
streets  will  be  at  least  in  substantially  no  better 
condition  than  today  and  may  be  worse. 

We  have  asked  the  Mayor  for  a  systematic  plan 
for  the  betterment  of  Boston's  streets.  It  does 
not  seem  to  us  that  the  Mayor  has  divulged  his 
plan  either  to  the  Council  or  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton. A  plan  involves  the  order  in  which  our  streets 
are  to  be  reconstructed.  So  far  their  vital  part  of 
any  systematic  program  has  not  been  forthcoming 
from  the  Mayor's  office. 

Subject  to  the  approval  of  the.  Mayor,  which 
must  be  obtained  before  any  appropriation  be- 
comes effective,  we  intend  to  begin  the  program 
for  resurfacing  the  streets  by  appropriating 
$522,000. 

We  then  intend  to  take  up  the  question  of  appro- 
priating the  $153,000  made  available  by  the  10 
cent  increase  in  the  tax  rale  approved  by  t  lie 
Legislature. 

Then  we  expect  to  consider  the  $50,000  to 
$75,000  additional  money  which  we  believe  rm 
properly  be  made  available  if  general  city  funds 
now  used  in  maintaining  certain  specific  Parkman 
activities,  such  as  the  Zoo  and  the  Aquarium,  are 
defrayed  from  the  income  of  the  Parlcman  Fund 
instead  out  of  the  general  city  funds. 


We  found  our  right  to  the  information  we  have 
asked  from  the  Mayor  upon  section  7  of  the  new 
charter,  which  says: 

"Section  7.  The  city  council  at  any  time  may 
request  from  the  mayor  specific  information  on  any 
municipal  matter  within  its  jurisdiction,  and  may 
request  his  presence  to  answer  written  questions 
relating  thereto  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  not  earlier 
than  one  week  from  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  said 
questions,  in  which  case  the  mayor  shall  personally, 
or  through  a  head  of  a  department  or  a  member  of 
a  board,  attend  such  meeting  and  publicly  answer 
all  such  questions." 

The  legal  objection  raised  by  the  Mayor  as  to 
specifying  in  the  appropriation  order  the  streets  to 
be  repaired  seems  to  us  to  have  no  merit.  The 
appropriation  of  money  for  particular  purposes  and 
the  designation  of  such  purpose  is  commonly  and 
ordinarily  a  function  of  the,  legislative  branch  of 
the  city  government.  We  believe  this  is  the  com- 
mon practice  in  every  city  in  Massachusetts  and 
elsewhere.  It  is  the  practice  with  the  legislative 
branch  of  the  National  Government,  which  after 
hearing  the  recommendation  of  the  President  or 
his  department  head,  votes  money,  for  example, 
for  so  many  battleships,  battle  cruisers,  submarines, 
etc. 

Section  8  of  the  new  charter,  to  which  reference 
has  been  made,  was  not  new  with  the  new  charter 
of  1909  but  was  inserted  in  the  old  charter  by  act  of 
Legislature  in  1885.  Repeatedly  after  1885  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  city  government  specified 
in  its  appropriation  bills  the  specific  streets  to  be 
paved,  as  for  example  the  appropriation  bill  of  1901. 
The  Corporation  Counsel,  who  appeared  before 
us  last  Friday,  expressly  admitted  that  it  was 
entirely  proper  for  the  Council  to  ask  the  Mayor  to 
specify  the  streets  to  be  paved  with  the  proposed 
sum  of  money  but  pointed  out  that  if  the  Mayor 
refused  to  give  this  information  to  the  Council  and 
the  citizens  of  Boston,  there  existed  no  legal  means 
for  compelling  the  Mayor  to  divulge  how  he  pro- 
posed to  spend  the  city's  money.  The  Corporation 
Counsel  then  made  an  argument  which  seems  to  us 
to  have  been  based  wholly  on  political  considera- 
tions, why  he  thought  the  Mayor  was  entitled  to 
refuse  to  say  how  he  expected  to  spend  the  money. 
The  only  basis  for  the  Corporation  Counsel's 
opinion  seems  to  us  to  be  that  lie  has  100  per  cent 
of  confidence  in  the  Mayor  and  the  way  he  would 
proceed  to  spend  the  citizens'  money  if  left  abso- 
lutely untrammeled,  and  a  very  low  per  cent  of 
confidence  in  our  desire  to  improve  our  streets. 
The  Corporation  Counsel  stated  that  he  feared  if 
the  Mayor  divulged  in  advance  how  he  proposed  to 
spend  money  appropriated  for  the  streets  it  would 
eventually  lead  to  logrolling  by  the  Council  in 
street  appropriations,  so  that  in  future  years  unim- 
portant streets,  or  streets  not  needing  resurfacing, 
would  be  included  in  the  annual  street  appropria- 
tion. 

This  argument,  however,  seems  to  us  specious 
and  of  no  weighty  The  new  charter  has  elimi- 
nated the  possibility  of  logrolling  street  appro- 
priations. This  was  very  carefully  and  very 
specifically  taken  care  of  by  the  original  Finance 
Commission,  of  which  the  Hon.  Nathan  Matthews 
was  chairman,  by  giving  the  Mayor  an  absolute 
unqualified  veto  of  an  appropriation  as  a  whole. 
Under  the  new  charter  no  longer  could  twro  thirds 
of  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government  by  log- 
rolling get  together  two  thirds  of  their  votes  and 
pass  an  appropriation  over  the  Mayor's  veto. 
Then  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  the  original 
Finance  Commission  inserted  in  the  new  charter 
a  new  provision  giving  the  Mayor  for  the  first 
time  the  absolute  unqualified  right  to  veto  specific 
items  in  an  appropriation  bill,  so  that  the  Mayor 
could,  and  in  the  proper  exercise  of  his  duties 
should,  cut  out  of  an  appropriation  bill  any  unnicri- 
torious  streets  included  in  the  street  appropriation. 
The  Council  was  aroused  to  the  urgent  necessity 
of  specifying  the  names  of  the  streets  to  be  paved 
on  account  of  the  very  unsatisfactory  estimates 
submitted  by  the  Public  Works  Department  for 
the  $850,000  asked  for  by  the  department  this 
year  for  contract  work  on  iln-  streets.  These  esti- 
mates were  read  to  the  Con  unit  tee  on  Appropriations 
on  April  25  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
These  I'sliin.-iies  showed  that,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  streets  in  the  business  section  and 
on  many  of  the  radial  highways  are  admitted  bj 
everyone  lo  be  in  deplorable  condition,  the  com- 
missioner had  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list   of 

'ili  Davemonts,  on  which  it  was  contemplated 

to  spend   $317,000,     \pplclon   street.,  830,000,  and 
Chandler    street,    $22,000.      For    the    selection    of 
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these  streets  no  satisfactory  explanation  has  ever 
been  advanced.  The  estimates,  according  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in  many  cases  in- 
cluded the  expense  of  tearing  up  brick -sidewalks 
and  replacing  them  with  granolithic  sidewalks. 
The  amount  to  be  spent  in  this  way  was  a  sub- 
stantial part  of  the  estimate  as  is  shown,  for  ex- 
ample, by  the  estimate  of  Tremont  street.  The 
total  estimate  for  repaving  this  street  from  Dover 
'to_ Northampton  street  was  $125,000;  $17,000  of 
this  was  for  granolithic  sidewalks. 

The  folly  of  spending  this  street  money  for  the 
replacing  of  brick  sidewalks  with  granolithic  side- 
walks was  shown  during  the  examination  of  the 
head  of  the  Public  Works  Department  by  Coun. 
Storrow,  when  he  said: 

"You  have  two  things,  each  of  which  is  more 
needed  than  granolithic  sidewalks  in  place  of 
sidewalks  already  down  in  these  streets.  One  is 
that  the  money  should  go  into  the  streets,  and  the 
second  is  that  if  it  is  not  needed  for  them  it  should 
go  toward  giving  a  man  who  has  no  sidewalk 
some  kind  of  a,  sidewalk — granolithic,  perhaps,  if 
the  sidewalk  is  to  be  put  down  for  the  first  time. 
But  I  think  those  two  things  should  be  considered 
first  before  you  spend  money  tearing  up  these 
sidewalks  we  have  been  hearing  about  on  Tremont 
and  other  streets  and  put  down  granolithic  sider 
walks  in  their  place.     I  believe  that  is  wrong." 

Furthermore,  the  estimates  as  submitted  were 
based  upon  prices  which  were  in  .some  cases 
greatly  excessive,  for  example,  $2.75  per  square 
yard  for  asphalt  pavement  on  Tremont  street 
and  $2.50  for  asphalt  pavement  on  many  other 
streets.  _  The  extravagance  of  these  prices  is  the 
more  evident  when  compared  with  the  prices  paid 
in  New  Haven  on  May  11,  1916,  for  asphalt  pav- 
ing on  six  different  streets,  the  work  being  essen- 
tially similar  to  that  contemplated  in  Boston, 
namely  6-inch  concrete  base  and  3-inch  asphalt 
top,  the  prices  included  excavation  and  removal  of 
excavated  material.  The  figures  of  the  lowest 
bidder  for  the  six  streets  were  from  $1.68  to  $1.84 
per  square  yard. 

It  seems  clear  to  the  majority  of  the  Council 
that  to  have  appropriated  money  for  street  repairs 
on  the  basis  of  those  estimates  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  would  have  been  squandering  public 
money. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  majority  members  of  the 
City  Council  to  find  that  in  the  revised  list  of 
streets  submitted  by  the  commissioner  on  May 
25  the  estimates  indicate  that  the  criticisms  made 
of  the  former  estimates  have  had  some  effect.  In 
this  list,  although  Appleton  street  again  appears, 
the  estimate  is  only  $14,000  as  compared  with 
$30,000  in  the  original  estimates. 
'  Another  reason  why  it  is  necessary  for  the  Coun- 
cil to  appropriate  this  money  with  unusual  care  is 
because,  in  common  with  the  general  public,  it 
lacks  confidence  in  the  present  administration  of 
the  Public  Works  Department.  It  must  seem  to 
all  our  citizens  unfortunate  at  the  present  time  that, 
in  view  of  the  very  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  Paving  Service  and  the  necessity  for 
obtaining  the  greatest  possible  efficiency  in  the 
department  on  account  of  the  deplorable  condition 
of  the  streets,  we  have  at  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment a  commissioner  so  lacking  in  experience  in 
questions  relating  to  street  paving.  Commissioner 
Murphy  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  from 
that  of  engineer  in  charge  of  the  Sewer  Service. 
Certainly  his  testimony  before  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  showed  that  he  had  but  a  slight 
grasp  upon  the  paving  situation,  surprising  igno- 
rance on  many  essential  points,  and  that  on  the 
whole  his  attitude  toward  the  political  contractors 
was,  to^  say  the  least,  that  of  complacence. 

In  view  of  the  very  unsatisfactory  manner  in 
which  the  paving  business  of  the  city  has  'been 
conducted  under  the  present  administration,  we 
ask  the  citizens  of  Boston  whether  there  is  any 
other  course  possible  for  us  to  pursue  than  to  insist 
upon  the  fullest  light  being  thrown  upon  the 
question  of  how  the  Mayor  is  going  to  spend  the 
money  appropriated  for  streets,  and,  in  so  far  as 
we  have  the  power,  effectively  to  control  that 
expenditure. 

And  finally  we  believe  that  the  time  has  come 
for  action  with  regard  to  the  streets.  We  under- 
stand that  the  right  of  originating  a  ■  budget  is 
vested  exclusively  in  the  Mayor,  and  that  the 
functions  of  the  City  Council  are  confined  to 
reducing  or  rejecting  any  item  contained  in  the 
budget  submitted  by  the  Mayor,  or  to  increasing 
such   budget,   or  adding  items  thereto   with  the 


approval  of  the  Mayor.  The  exact  language  of 
.Section  3  of  the  Act  of  1909  vesting  budget  author- 
ity in  the  City  Council  is  important,  and  is  as 
follows: 

_  "The  City  Council  may  reduce  or  reject  any 
item,  but,  without  the  approval  of  the  Mayor, 
shall  not  increase  any  item  in,  nor  the  total  of, 
the  budget,  nor  add  any  item  thereto." 

Under  the  authority  vested  in  us  by  this  section 
of  the  charter  we  are  today  passing  an  order  which 
puts  definitely  before  the  Mayor  exactly  what  we 
believe  should  be  done  at  the  present  time  with 
regard  to  the  street  situation,  and  appropriating 
the  sums  which  are  available  for  street  repairs. 
We  understand,  of  course,  that  this  order  is  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  and  is  of  no 
effect  unless  he  does  so  approve  it;  but  we  believe 
that  he  should  lay  aside  any  thought  of  trying 
to  make  political  capital  out  of  the  street  situa- 
tion and  sign  this  order  without  delay,  in  order 
that  some  start  may  be  made  upon  the  important 
work  of  putting  the  streets  into  a  condition  which 
will  be  a  credit  to  the  city. 

Paving  Division $846,000 


Congress  street,  Milk  street  to  Water 
street  (Post  Office  square),  paving  with 

granite  blocks  and  regulating $16,000 

Congress  street,  Milk  street  to  Atlantic 
avenue,  paving  with  granite  blocks  and 

regulating 20,800 

High  street,  Broad  street  to  Summer 
street,  paving  with  granite  -blocks  and 

regulating 44,700 

Union  street,  Dock  square  to  Haymarket 
square,  paving  with  granite  blocks  and 

regulating 18,400 

Dock  and  Adams  squares,  Faneuil  Hall 
square  to  Elm  street,  paving  with  gran- 
ite blocks  and  regulating 21,400 

Faneuil  Hall  square,  south  of  Faneuil  Hall, 
paving  with  granite  blocks  and  regula- 
ting.          4,300 

Franklin  street,  Washington  street  to 
Congress    street,    paving   with   granite 

blocks  and  regulating 18,700 

Milk  street,  Washington  street  to  Con- 
gress street,  paving  with  granite  blocks 

and  regulating 11,300 

Milk  street,  Pearl  street  across  Oliver 
street,  paving  with  granite  blocks  and 

.  regulating , 5,100 

India  street.  Milk  street  to  India  square, 
paving  with  granite  blocks  and  regula- 

ting 10,100 

Pearl  street,  Atlantic  avenue  to  Milk 
street,  paving  with  granite  blocks  and 

regulating 16,700 

Ea,st  First  street,  L  street  to  P  street,  pav- 
ing with  granite  blocks  and  regulating,      32,300 
Gold  street,  B  street  to  D  street,  asphalt- 
ing and  regulating. . . : •.  .  .         7,700 

Bowen  street,  D  street  to  E  street,  as- 
phalting and  regulating 7,700 

Tudor  street,  C  street  to  D  street,  asphalt- 

ing  and  regulating 3,700 

Silver  street,  B  street  to  C  street,  as- 
phalting and  regulating 7,700 

Athens  street,  C  street  to  D  street,  as- 
phalting and  regulating 3,900 

Copley  square,  streets  bounding,  asphalt-    • 

ing  and  regulating 42,100 

Massachusetts  ayenue,  north  side  of 
Beacon  street  across  Huntington  ave- 
nue, asphalting  and  regulating 79,400 

Boylston  street,  Tremont  street  to  Arling- 
ton street,  asphalting  and  regulating,  34,000 
Arlington  street,  Beacon  street  to  Boyl- 
ston street,  asphalting  and  regulating,  31,000 
Beacon  street,  Massachusetts  avenue  to 
Raleigh  street,  including  bridge  at 
Charlesgate,  asphalting  and  regulating,      42,000 

Total  street  improvements .  .  $500,000 

President  HAGAN — The  question  comes  on  the 
adoption  of  the  substitute  order,  as  presented  by 
Coun.  Storrow. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
at  this  time  to  submit,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
incorporated  into  the  records  of  the  Council,  the 
opinion  which  we  received  today  from  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel,  addressed  to  the  Committee  on 
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Appropriations,  which  has  to  do  with  the  matter 
now  under  discussion.  I  think  it  should  appear  in 
the  records. 

President  HAGAN — If  there  is  no  objection,  it 
will  so  appear. 

The  opinion  referred  to,  submitted  by  Coun. 
Kenny,  is  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  May  27,  1916. 
Hon.  Thomas  J.  Kenny, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Appropriations  of  the 
City  Council,  City  Hall,  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  committee's  request 
for  my  opinion  as  to  the  respective  rights  of  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  with  regard  to  the  pending 
appropriation  of  $300,000  for  street  repairs,  I 
respectfully  submit  the  following: 

The  order  for  the  appropriation  of  8300,000  for 
the  repair  of  streets  which  has  been  submitted  by 
the'  Mayor  to  the  City  Council  was  accompanied 
by  a  message  in  which  the. Mayor  informed  the 
City  Council  that  the  money,  if  appropriated,  was 
to  be  expended  under  contract  according  to  the 
express  terms  of  the  appropriation  order,  that  the 
contracts  were  to  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidders 
after  public  advertisement  for  bids  made  in  such 
form  as  to  secure  the  widest  competition. 

Since  the  submission  of  this  order  a  list  contain- 
ing the  names  of  fifty-eight  streets  which  seem  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  be  most  in 
need  of  repair  has  been  submitted  to  the  City 
Council  with  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  paving 
required  on  each  of  said  streets,  and  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  the  same,  the  total  amount  involved 
being  $1,283, S70. 

As  I  understand  the  position  of  the  City  Council 
it  is  not  satisfied  with  the  information  above  de- 
scribed, but  desires  from  the  executive  department 
the  names  of  the  streets  on  which  the  money  in- 
volved in  the  appropriation  order  will  be  expended, 
the  kind  of  paving  to  be  laid  on  said  streets,  and  the 
cost  of  repairs  for  each  street. 

The  precise  inquiry  of  the  City  Council,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  whether  the  City  Council  can 
under  the  charter  compel  the  executive  depart- 
ment, which  in  this  case  means  the  Mayor  and 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  to  state  its  plan 
with  respect  to  street  repairs  in  the  form  desired 
by  the  City  Council. 

If  the  executive  department  has  determined 
upon  a  specific  list  of  streets  to  be  repaired,  the 
law  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  require  it  to  submit 
the  same  to  the  City  Cotincil  in  connection  with 
the  appropriation  order  for  the  repair  of  streets. 
The  executive  department  may  for  reasons  which 
commend  themselves  to  its  judgment  change  the 
list  of  streets  first  determined  upon  and  adopt 
another  list  which  in  its  judgment  is  better  cal- 
culated to  serve  the  interests  of  the  city.  The 
law  does  not  require  the  executive  department  to 
bind  itself  in  advance  as  to  any  specific  list  of 
Btreets.  The  law  vests  discretion  as  to  the  streets 
which  are  to  be  repaired  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  to  be  repaired  in  the  executive  depart- 
ment, and  for  the  exercise  of  its  judgment  the 
executive  department  is  responsible.  This  dis- 
cretion is  not  vested  in  the  City  Council  and  it 
cannot,  in  my  opinion,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
secure  a  transfer  to  itself  of  the  right  to  decide 
questions  which  are  executive  or  administrative  in 
their  character. 

If  the  executive  department  has  not  determined 
upon  a  specific  list  of  streets  upon  which  the 
money,  when  voted,  is  to  be  expended,  the  City 
Council  has  not  the  right,  in  my  opinion,  to  require 
that  the  list  be  determined  upon  and  submitted 
Id  the  City  Council  prior  to  its  action  upon  the 
appropriation  order. 

Under  the  existing  circumstances  it  seems  to  me 
ih:, i  Hi,-  question  to  which  the  <  !ity  Council  has 
the  right  to  address  itself  is  whether  the  sum 
involved  in  the  appropriation  order,  $300,000,  can 
be  judiciously  expended  upon  the  street  of  Boston 
which  need  to  be  repaired.  In  deciding  this 
question  the  Council  has  the  righl  to  take  into 
account    the  statements  of  the  C missioner  of 

Public  Works,  nl  I  In'  I ■  i 1 1 : 1 1 1 1 ■  ■  <  i  in  i  mission,  and  all 
other  authorities  to  the  effect  that  street  repairs 
requiring  from  two  millions  to  four  millions  of 
dollars  are  lirgentlj  needed  at  the  present  time. 
If  the  Council,  under  the  circumstance's,  decides 
lluil    EBOO.OOO    :-:in    lie    judii:iusly    ox|::..l:<l    Mid 

appropriates    the    money,    ils    n    p  i       il 

ceases.  If  has  no  responsibilitj  For  the  manner  in 
which  the  money  is  expended.  The  responsibility 
for  the  selection  of    the     ts  which  are  to  be 


repaired,  for  the-  manner  in  which  they  are  re- 
paired, and  for  the  amounts  expended  for  such 
repairs  rests  solely  upon  the  executive  department 
and  not  upon  the  City  Council. 

Yours  very  truly, 

John  A.  Sullivan, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

.  President  HAGAN — The  question  comes  on  the 
substitution  of  the  order  as  presented  by  Coun. 
Storrow,  calling  for  $473,110. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  . I  would  like 
to  ask  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat, 
in  the  event  of  this  money  being  appropriated,  the 
Mayor  subscribing  to  it,  how  much  money  would 
there  still  be  left  unappropriated? 

President  HAGAN— Can  Coun.  Storrow  ans- 
wer the  question? 

Coun.  STORROW — Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  there  will  be  left  $153,000  from  the 
new  act  raising  the  taxes  10  cents,  and  I  think 
it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  further  sum  will 
be  rendered  available,  if  this  Council  thinks  it 
proper  to  devote  a  portion  of  the  income  of  the 
Parkman  Fund  to  carrying  on  such  activities  as 
the  Zoo,  the  Aquarium  and  possibly  others.  Those 
activities  have  already  been  provided  for  in  the 
budget  and  if  they  are  to  be  defrayed  from  the 
Parkman  Fund  income  we  will  have  a  further  sum 
free  for  such  purposes  as  the  Council  may  desire 
to  devote  it  to.  That  will  leave  perhaps  $50,000 
and  possibly  $75,000  to  dispose  of  for  streets. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  don't  under- 
stand now  just  how  the  gentleman  has  left  it.  I 
think  those  of  us  who  are  designated- the  "minor- 
ity," so  called,  are  laboring  under  some  dis- 
advantage here.  It  appears  from  the  statement 
made  by  the  gentleman  wjio  has  just  taken  his 
seat  that  he  has  been  in  conference  outside  of 
this  Council  with  certain  of  his  confreres  and 
that  the  substitute  order  he  has  produced  here 
this  afternoon,  the  statement  he  has  submitted, 
and  which  he  read  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  also  the  figures  he  has  set  out  in 
this  order,  are  the  result  of  the  conference  he  has 
had  with  his  confreres  and  which  we  have  not 
been  let  in  upon,- so  to  speak.  I  don't  understand 
now  just  how  much  money  may  be  available  from 
taxes  after  you, have  subtracted  the  amount  which 
is  called  for  by  this  supplemental  order.  My 
understanding  of  the  budget  as  it  was  finally  sent 
to  the  Mayor  is  this,  that  we  cut  the  group  items 
— the  general  items  known  as  B,.  C,  D,  E,  F  and 
G — $446,985.33;  that  we  cut — and  when  I  say 
"we,"  I  refer,,  of  course,  to  the  action  of  the 
majority, — Schedule  A,  the  salary  schedule, 
$200,110.07— making  a  total  of  $707,101.40.  If 
you  deduct  from  the  $707,101.40  the  amount 
called  for  by  this  proposition  which  has  come  in 
now,  involving  $473,110,  we  have  left  $233,991.40. 
I  would  like  to  know  if  that  is  true,  if  that  is  the 
amount  that  is  now  available  from  moneys  now 
appropriated,  before  we  are  asked  to  vote  on  this. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  those  figures 
are  not  as  fresh  in  my  mind  as  they  were  a  short 
time  ago  when  we  were  discussing  them.  My 
understanding  is,  after  taking  care  of  $40,000  for 
increases  in  pay,  $47,000  for  the  Children's  Placing- 
Out  Department,  and  $31,000,  the  unexpected 
amount  required  for  snow  removal  this  year,  that 
there  is  $480,000  available  through  budget  savings 
or  deductions  from  the  budget,  and  this  order  calls 
for  $473,000.  I  think  that  is  the  best  help  I  can 
give  the  councilor,  although  I  must  say  that  I  did 
not  understand  the  councilor's  figures  and  I  would 
be  glad  to  have  him  explain  them. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  do  I  under- 
stand from  the  member  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
that  when  he  gives  that  sum  as  the  balance  he  in- 
cludes the  $153, 000  to  be  raised  under  the  special 
bill  passed  l>v  the  Legislature? 

Coun.  STORROW— No,  1  do  not. 

Coun.  KENNY — There  ought  not  to  be  any 
great  misunderstanding  here,  "i  seems  to  me.  I 
thought  I  was  rathe;  clear  in  what  I  said  a  moment 
ago  about  these,  amounts;  $446,985.33  was  taken 
out  of  the  general  items  in  the  Mayor's  budget  - 
li,  (',  li,  E,  FandG.  Cn  other. words,  the  Mayor's 
budget  on  those  amounts  was  reduced  by  that 
amount.  We  were  unanimous  to  that. 
That  is  to  say,  the  Council  voted  unanimously  to 
make  those  reductions  on  those  items,  what  wc  oall 
i  iup  items,  Hn:  villi  r:ii  Items,     in  addition 

to  Huii,  as  i  understand  if,  Hie  majority  of  the 
Council  cut  the  pay  roll  sohedule  $260,116,07,  ami 
those  two  items  together  make  $707,101.40.  In 
that  amount  is  aol  included  the  S153,Q00  and  some 
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odd  coming  to  us  by  reason  of  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, or  what  is  known  as  the  Municipal  Improve- 
ment Bill.  That  would  make  $8(50,101.40,  if 
included.  Therefore  I  put  my  question  again: 
In  the  light  of  these  suggestions  which  I  am  now 
making,  how  much  money  is  there  unappropriated 
when  the  amounts  called  for  by  this  amendment 
are  deducted  from  the  money  available  for  .taxes? 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  wi  1  Coun. 
Kenny  permit  me  to  ask  him  a  question?  I  under- 
stood you  to  say  just  now  that  out  of  items  reduced 
or  deducted  from  the  budget  there  was  rendered 
available  $707,000? 

Coun.   KENNY— Yes. 

Coun.  STORROW— That  seems  to  afford  us 
ample  latitude  for  the  appropriation  of  some 
$473,000,  which  is  the  question  before  us,  is  it  not.' 
Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  that  is  not  the 
question  before  us.  The  question  before  us,  the 
question  I  am  trying  to  get  at  is,  what  is  the  balance 
left  unappropriated?  It  is  not  a  question  of  how 
much  it  is,  whether  it  is  as  wide  as  a  church  door 
or  as  deep  as  a  well,  or  anything  of  that  sort.  The 
question  is,  how  large  is  the  balance  remaining 
unappropriated?  Will  the  gentleman  tell  U9  that.' 
Coun.  STORROW— I  thought  I  had  been 
through  that  once,  Mr.  President.  It  is,  in  round 
numbers,  about  $500,000  plus  $153,000  plus  any 
saving  that  may  be  made  through  defraying  any 
portion  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment from  any  of  the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund. 
I  have  called  the  amount,  in  round  figures,  $750,000. 
Mr  Kenny,  I  see,  puts  the  figures  very  much 
higher.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  revise  my  figures 
and  possible  agree  with  him  on  the  larger  sum.  But 
I  really  think  the  important  question  this  after- 
noon is  whether  we  can  safely  vote  $473,000?  I 
understand  that  Coun.  Kenny  and  I  are  in  accord 
that  we  can  safely  appropriate  that  much  without 
touching  the  $153,000.  ;•■.■.    , 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  don  t  think  I 
entirely  grasp  the  situation  with  regard  to  being  in 
accord  with  the  member.  Will  he  kindly  restate 
that?  ,     ,  .  , 

Coun.  STORROW — I  thought  he  was  in  accord 
with  me  that  the  Council  could  safely  now  appro- 
priate $473,000  for  the  streets  without  touching 
the  $153,000.  . ,  _     A  A    ,  , 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  stated  here 
the  other  day  when  we  discussed  the  budget  that 
after  we  had  concluded  our  review  of  the  general 
items  we  had  $446,316.33  unappropriated,  that 
adding  the  ten  cents  on  the  tax  rate,  under  the 
Municipal  Improvement  Bill,  amounting  to 
$153,802,  we  had  $600,118.33  Now,  the 
$446,316.33  has  just  been  reduced  by  $47,000. 
That  is  to  say,  you  have  voted  the  $47,000  tor 
Commonwealth  avenue,  and  in  round  figures  that 
would  leave  $400,000.  The  proposition  now  before 
the  Council  calls  for  $473,000,  if  1  have  the  figures 
correctly.  Therefore,  not  having  had  the  advantage 
of  being  consulted  by  the  majority  of  the  Council 
in  making  up  this  proposition,  I  fail  to  see  where  the 
$473,000  is  available  and  I  would  like  to  be  informed 
on  that  point,  if  I  may  ask  the  question. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Doesn't  the  gentleman 
leave  out  of  his  reckoning,  Mr.  President,  the 
savings  that  were  made  in  Schedule  A,  in  these 
latest  figures  he  has  stated? 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  have  studi- 
ously refrained  from  touching  Schedule  A. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— It  is  very  clear  where 
the  gentleman  gets  his  figures,  if  he  has  refrained 
from  touching  Schedule  A.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
have  touched  Schedule  A. 

Coun.  KENNY— Then,  Mr.  President,  why 
don't  they  say  so?  This  is  the  first  time  it  has 
come  out.    You  are  tackling  Schedule  A. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  the 
gentleman  has  now  clearly  stated  what  lie  wanted 
to  get  at,  and  as  soon  as  he  clearly  stated  it  he  was 
informed,  was  given  the  necessary  information. 

President  HAGAN— The  question  is  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  substitute  order  presented  by 
Coun.  Storrow.    The  Clerk  will  call  the  roll 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
understand  more  about  this  matter,  really.  Oi 
course,  we  are  at  a  disadvantage  here.  We  have 
this  proposition  brought  before  us  for  the  first 
tim;  this  afternoon,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
member  who  has  presented  the  matter  for  the 
majority  has  not  sufficiently  illuminated  it.  Ut 
course,  if  he  is  going  into  Schedule  A,  he  is  raising 
another  question.  I  think  he  ought  to  tell  us  how 
far  into  Schedule  A  he  is  going.  In  other  words,  1 
think  we  are  entitled  to  know  how  far  Schedule  A 
s  being  reduced. 


President  HAGAN — The  question  comes  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  substitute  order  presented  by 
Coun.  Storrow,  and  the  Clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  I  had 
hoped  that  Coun.  Kenny  would  be  able  to  get 
the  comprehensive  plan,  so  called,  from  the 
majority  members,  as  to  where  they  are  going  to 
get  the  money  for  streets  from.  They  have  been 
talking  about  having  the  Mayor  give  them  some 
comprehensive  plan  as  to  what  he  was  going  to  do 
with  the  $325,000  that  he  wanted  appropriated, 
and  they  have  come  in  here  for  the  first  time  this 
afternoon  with  another  platform  of  principles, 
which  is  full  of  inaccuracies  and  an  assault  on  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works.  Then  they  tell 
us  that  this  money  is  available,  and  with  all  the 
questioning,  no  matter  how  many  questions  you 
ask,  they  cannot  tell  you  whether  they  have  $50 
or  $750,000.  They  start  out  by  telling  us  that 
there  is  $750,000  available.  Then,  when  we  ask 
how  it  is  available  we  find  out  that  they  claim  that 
there  is  $525,000  available  for  streets.  I  would 
like  to  know  the  facts.  Of  course,  Coun.  Kenny 
could  not  find  out  and  I  don't  suppose  I  can.  I 
would  like  to  know  just  how  much  money  is 
available.  I  have  been  led  to  understand  that, 
if  the  appropriation  bill  was  rejected,  that  out  of 
less  than  $700,000  they  intended  to  put  back 
$100,000  for  streets,  intended  to  give  the  Mayor 
$40  000  for  salaries  that  were  taken  away,  intended 
to  give  the  Mayor  $47,000  for  the  Children's 
Placing  Out  Department,  intended  to  give  the 
Mayor  $30,000  odd  more  for  snow  removal,  the 
money  having  been  already  spent,  and  if  you 
figure  out  those  items  you  find  that  there  is  not 
$400,000  available  outside  of  the  $153,000  that 
the  Mayor  has  been  given  by  the  Legislature  for 
general  "purposes.  Of  course,  if  they  figure  that 
they  have  saved  that  $153,000  out  of  the  budget 
for  street  purposes,  they  may  have  $525,000. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  going  to  vote  for 
the  list  of  streets  submitted  by  the  majority, 
because  I  don't  think  they  have  any  right--; — 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  question? 
Coun.  McDONALD— Surely. 
Coun.  COULTHURST— I  interrupt  the  gentle- 
man at  this  time  because  he  has  just  discussed  the 
items  or  figures  with  reference  to  saving,  and  it  is 
not  clear  to  my  mind  what  he  understands  was 
saved  or  cut  by  the  Council  from  the  Mayor's 
budget.  I  would  like  to  have  him  state  the 
figures  of  what  he  thinks  was  saved.  . 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  I  tried 
to  get  the  figures  presented  by  the  five  members 
clear  in  my  mind,  as  to  how  they  proposed  to  get 
the  money,  and  was  obliged  to  do  so  the  best  1 
could  myself,  and  I  am  not  going  to  stop  now  to 
figure  up  for  him.  Afterwards,  possibly  I  will. 
I  am  not  going  to  vote  for  this  proposition,  because 
I  don't  think,  in  the  first  place,  they  have  any 
right  to  initiate  an  appropriation.  In  fact,  they 
know  thay  have  not.  They  know  it  is  simply 
telling  the  Mayor,  "You  must  repair^  certain 
streets  or  we  will  not  give  you  any  money."  They 
come  in  here  and  tell  us  that  they  do  that  because 
they  do  not  want  to  quarrel  with  the  Mayor  any 
more,  but  want  to  get  together  and  have  action 
taken  for  the  public;  that  they  do  not  propose 
to  force  the  Mayor's  hand.  Then  they  say  they 
don't  know  whether  the  Mayor  will  approve  it  or 
not  but  if  he  doesn't  it  will  not  make  any  differ- 
ence in  their  attitude.  The  fact  is  that  they, 
instead  of  giving  the  public  action,  as  they  ought 
to  do,  are  merely  trying  to  put  it  up  to  the  Mayor 
for  political  purposes,  and  nothing  else.  I  hey  do 
not  trust  the  matter  with  the  Mayor.  They 
want  to  take  away  the  prerogatives  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  and  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner Sullivan,  telling  them  what  streets  they 
shall  repair  this  year.  They  say  in  that  platform 
of  principles  they  have  submitted  that  Mr.  Emer- 
son had  gone  over  the  question  of  streets,  knew 
the  law  about  it  and  made  an  investigation  in 
1913  That  may  be  true.  The  streets  may  have 
been  in  good  condition  in  1913,  but  Mr.  Emerson 
does  not  know  anything  about  the  streets  at  the 
present     time.     The     Commissioner     of     Public 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  will  the 
member  yield? 

Coun.  McDONALD— Surely.  .,-..,  ., 
Coun  STORROW— I  also  said  that  besides  the 
investigation  in  1913,  Mr.  Emerson  had  made  a 
further  investigation  in  1914,  and  a  written  report, 
and  that  besides  his  second  investigation  he  had 
made  a  third  examination  of  the  question  in  191b. 
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So  he  has  made  three  separate  studies  of  our 
streets,  and  two  of  them  at  least  before  Mr. 
Murphy  was  commissioner  of  streets  at  all. 

Coun.  McDONALD— That  may  be  true,  but 
Mr.  Murphy  is  now  on  the  ground.  He  was  not 
there  when  Mr.  Emerson  was  making  his  investi- 
gation. Mr.  Murphy  has  proven  himself  to  be  a. 
competent  official.  He  has  been  criticised  unfairly 
in  that  statement  today.  He  was  promoted  from 
sewer  engineer  to  be  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
I  think  he  is  just  as  competent  a  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  as  Mr.  Emerson  was  a  superintendent 
of  streets,  and  Mr.  Emerson  relied  for  his  authority 
when  he  was  superintendent  of  streets  on  the  same 
men  who  are  now  there,  men  who  were  there  under 
Mr.  Emerson.  Mr.  Sullivan,  Superintendent  of 
Paving,  and  Mr.  Atwood,  the  engineer,  have  both 
submitted  a  list  of  streets  here,  and  Mr.  Murphy 
told  us  today  that  they  would  be  repaired  in  the 
order  of  their  importance.  But  the  majority  have 
simply  picked  out  certain  streets'  here  and  there 
and  have  practically  said,  "Mr.  Murphy,  you 
don't  know  what  you  are  doing.  We,  five  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  (who  don't  know  any- 
thing more  about  streets  than  I  do  about  building 
a  new  Parker  House),  have  picked  out  streets  and 
are  going  to  tell  the  Mayor  that  this  money  must 
be  spent  for  those  streets^for  repairing  the  streets, 
or  we  will  not  give  you  any  money."  I  think  it  is 
pretty  nearly  time  for  the  attempted  bickering 
and  logrolling  with  the  Mayor,  as  was  done  under 
the  old  charter,  to  stop.  The  Mayor  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  should  be  allowed 
to  say  what  streets  are  going  to  be  repaired  and 
we  should  appropriate  the  money  as  the  Mayor 
sends  it  in.  That  is  all  we  are  entitled  to  do  under 
the  charter — pass  on  the  appropriation  as  sub- 
mitted to  us  by  the  Mayor,  adopting,  rejecting 
or  cutting  down,  allowing  the  proper  authorities 
to  then  repair  the  streets.  I  trust  that  the  amended 
order  submitted  by  the  committee  of  five  will  be 
defeated. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  shall 
try  to  make  it  clear  to  the  gentleman  from  Charles- 
town  (Coun.  McDonald),  if  he  will  concentrate 
his  attention  on  the  matter  very  seriously  for  a 
few  moments,  and  also  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Boston  (Coun.  Kenny),  who  will  not  need 
that  extreme  concentration,  just  how  those  round 
figures,  $750,000,  were  reached. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  did  not  quite 
get  that  remark  of  the  gentleman. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  was 
paying  the  gentleman  from  South  Boston  a  subtle 
compliment,  in  exchange  for  the  kind  feelings  he 
showed  toward  me  recently. 

Coun.  KENNY — I  did  not  hear  what  the  gentle- 
man said. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  don't 
care  whether  he  pays  me  a  compliment  or  not, 
because  I  don't  think  be  knows  enough  to  pay 
anybody  a  compliment. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  ac- 
cept that  last  remark  from  the  source  whence  it 
comes. 

Coun.  McDONALD — I  simply  want  it  accepted 
by  the  one  I  want  it  to  get  to. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  if  the 
members  will  kindly  lend  their  ears  a  moment  I 
think  I  can  make  it  clear  how  that  $750,000  was 
arrived  at.  There  is  the  $446,000  which  has 
already  been  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Boston,  taken  from  Groups  B,  C,  D,  E,  F 
and  G,  and  $200,000  from  Schedule  A,  making  a 
total  of  $705,000  in  round  figures.  There  is  to 
be  added  to  that  the  $153,000  available  under  the 
legislative  act,  and  by  the  use  of  my  arithmetical 
faculty  I  get  the  grand  total  of  $859,000.  Then, 
Mr.  President,  you  subtract  the  $40,000  put  into 
the  Reserve  Fund  for  pay  increases,  the  $47,000 
set  aside  for  Children's  Placing  Out,  and  $31,000 
that  was  either  well  or  ill  expended  for  snow  work, 
making  a  total  of  $118,000,  from  the  $859,000, 
and  you  get  a  grand  total  of  $741,000  or  there- 
abouts. So  we  are  only  about  $10,000  out  of 
the  way — a  mere  bagatelle,  Mr.  President — when 
we  say  in  this  statement  this  afternoon  that  there 
is  today  $750,000  unappropriated  within  I  he  tax 
limit. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  the  member 
has  just  voted  to  reject  the  $153,000  within  a 
very  few  minutes,  li  in  within  half  an  hour  that 
he  voted  to  reject  that  amount,  favoring  a  report 
of  "Ought  in il   In  pass"  lor  the  10-cent  tax. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  like  all 
great  men,  I  am  apt  to  chango  my  nund,  and  I  may 


change  my  mind  on  that  matter  in  the  next  three 
or  four  months  if  the  emergency  arises. 

Coun.  KENNY — -Mr.  President,  the  member 
says  that  he  may  change  his  mind  on  that,  so  that 
it  will  be  available.  When  he  has  finally  made  up 
his  mind  what  he  is  going  to  do,  we  can  make  some 
deductions.  But  he  has  voted  to  reject  the 
$153,000  out  of  the  $859,000  that  he  has  referred 
to.  Then  he  talks  about  a  sum  of  $47,000  for 
the  Placing  Out  Division  and  $31,000  for  snow.  I 
don't  understand  him,  frankly.  There  has  been 
no  order  here,  as  I  understand  it,  providing  $31,000 
for  snow;  there  has  beeD  no  order  here,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  providing  $47,000  for  the  Placing  Out 
Division.  We  have  no  such  orders  pending  before 
this  body.  With  all  due  regard  to  his  confidence 
when  he  started  to  show  us,  I  think  he  has  failed 
in  showing  us  just  how  much  money  there  is  left 
unappropriated.  I  do  not  care  to  prolong  this 
discussion,  but  I  do  want  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  order  of  the  member  who  sits  opposite,  Mr. 
Storrow. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  submit  to  the  City  Council,  at  its  next  meeting, 
an  appropriation  order  for  the  reconstruction  and 
repairing  of  streets  by  contract  for  the  sum  of 
$250,000,  in  addition  to  the  amounts  already 
originated  by  him  for  these  purposes. 

Cojm.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  think  every- 
body will  agree  that  it  is  strictly  within  our  rights 
to  present  that  order  or  resolution,  and  I  can  tell 
where  the  money  is  coming  from.  If  you  include 
the  $153,000,  for  which  I  voted  today,  you  have 
$600,000  available  from  the  general  items  in  the 
budget,  added  to  that  amount,  exclusive  of  schedule 
A.  You  have  today  reduced  that  amount  by  the 
$47,000  voted  to  Commonwealth  avenue,  leaving 
$553,000.  If  you  subtract  from  the  $600,118.33 
which  is  available  today  by  reason  of  the  deduc- 
tions in  the  budget  from  general  items  and  the 
special  act  of  ten  cents,  this  $250,000,  you  still  have 
$450,000.  If  you  take  from  that  the  $100,000  for 
general  paving  and  $47,000  for  Commonwealth 
avenue,  $150,000  in  round  figures,  you  have 
$300,000,  which  is  in  round  figures  about  the 
amount  we  saved  on  groups  B,  C,  D,  E,  F  and  G. 
I  hope  that  amendment  will  pass. 

President  HAGAN — The  amendment  is  not  in 
order,  as  the  question  before  the  Council  is  the 
question  of  the  substitute  order  presented  by  Coun. 
Storrow. 

Coun.  KENNY— May  I  ask  the  President  at 
what  time  before  we  take  action  on  the  motion 
offered  by  Mr.  Storrow  that  resolution  is  in  order. 
'  President  HAGAN — After  the  acceptance  or 
rejection  of  the  order  as  submitted  by  Coun. 
Storrow. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  am  one 
member  of  the  Council  who  is  very  anxious  to  see 
some  action  taken  in  regard  to  the  repair  of  streets. 
I  voted  today  in  favor  of  one  appropriation  of 
$47,000  for  street  repair.  I  voted  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $153,000  for  the  repair  of  streets,  but 
that  was  rejected  by  the  majority.  I  shall  now 
vote  against  this  substitute  order  and  in  favor  of 
the  $100,000  for  street  repairs.  If  those  three 
sums  were  passed — $153,000,  $100,000  and  $47,000 
— the  Mayor  and  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
would  have  $300,000  at  once  to  do  business  with 
in  repairing  the  streets.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the 
responsibility  for  the  repair  of  the  streets,  with 
regard  to  proper  contracts  to  be  made,  work  to  be 
done  and  streets  to  be  selected,  should  be  upon 
the  Mayor  of  the  city  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works.  I  don't  think  today  it  is  for  me  to 
say  whether  Tremont  street — which  I  think  ought 
to  be  fixed  up  from  Dover  street  to  Roxbury  Cross- 
ing— should  be  included  in  this  list.  I  don't  think 
it  is  for  me  to  say  that  Appleton  street,  which  is 
mentioned  in  the  statement  offered  by  the  majority 
members  of  the  Council,  should  be  fixed  up,  al- 
though I  personally  know  that  Appleton  street, 
which  they  say  the  commissioner  has  cited  as  one 
of  the  streets  necessary  in  another  report,  is  really 
one  of  the  worst  streets  in  this  city.  I  know  it 
from  observation,  but  I  am  not  going  to  ask  to 
have  it  put  in  hero.  I  am  going  to  vote  for  the 
money  for  the  Mayor  and  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  to  use  according  to  their  best  judgment  and 
discretion.  Wo  have  a  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  to  whom  we  arc  paying  $9,000  a  year.  He 
ought  to  1)0  a  responsible  man,  and  I  Hunk  weean 
loavo  it  to  him  and  his  engineers  to  see  that  tlio 
proper  streets  are  selected  and  that  the  money  is 
expended  properly.  The  question  here,  in  my 
opinion  is,  are  we  going  to  trust  tho  Mayor  of  tho 


170 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


city  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  do  . 
this  work  and  do  it  well?  I  think  we  have  had 
enough  newspaper  controversy  in  the  last  few 
months  in  regard  to  the  repair  of  streets  and  the 
letting  of  contracts,  and  I,  for  one,  am  willing  to  let 
the  Mayor  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
spend  this  money  and  assume  the  responsibility 
for  its  proper  expenditure.  If  it  is  not  properly 
expended,  they  will  be  responsible  to  the  citizens 
of  Boston.  For  that  reason  I  want  to  vote  and 
am  going  to  vote  for  the  $100,000  for  the  repair  of 
streets,  and  I  am  anxious  that  some  action  be 
taken,  as  tomorrow  is  the  first  of  June. 

President  HAGAN — The  question  is  on  sub- 
stituting the  order  presented  by  Coun.  Storrow, 
and  the  Clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Substitution  prevailed,  yeas  5,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Coleman,  Collins,  Coulthurst, 
Hagan,  Storrow — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Kenny, 
McDonald— ;4. 

The'  substitute  order  was  passed,  yeas  5,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Coleman,  Collins,  Coulthurst, 
Hagan,  Storrow — 5. 

Nays— Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Kenny, 
McDonald — 4. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  cm  Pub- 
lic Lands,  submitted  a  report  on  message  of  Mayor, 
preambles  and  order  (referred  April  17)  for  light 
areas  to  remain  open  in  vicinity  of  Kimball  Building 
for  the  purposes  of  light  and  ventilation — that  the 
preambles  and  order  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  members  I  wish  the  Clerk  would  read  the 
order,  because  it  explains,  I  think,  quite  clearly, 
what  is  intended  to  be  done. 

The  Clerk  read  the  accompanying  order. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 


COST  OF  IMPROVING  RADIAL  HIGHWAYS. 

Coun.  COULTHURST  offered  an  order— That 
the  Street  Commissioners  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish  the  Council  as 
soon  as  possible  with  estimates  of  the  cost  of  widen- 
ing and  improving  the  following  radial  highways: 

North  Beacon  street  in  Brighton,  from  Market 
street  to  the  Charles  river. 

,  Washington  street  in  West  Roxbury,  from  Metro- 
politan avenue  to  La  Grange  street. 

Washington  street  in  Dorchester,  from  Codman 
square  to  River  street. 

Centre  street  in  West  Roxbury,  from  Beech 
street  to  Spring  street.    . 

Passed. 


OPINION   FROM    HON.    NATHAN 
MATTHEWS    REQUESTED. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  offer  an  oral  order,  not  having  had  a  chance 
to  draw  the  order  formally,  namely,^~That 
Nathan  Matthews,  Esq.,  who  has  furnished  Mr. 
Storrow  with  an  informal  opinion  as  to  the  rights 
of  the  City  Council  to  make  specific  appropria- 
tions for  street  repairs  and  improvements,  an 
opinion  which  to  my  mind  is  very  illuminating 
and  which  takes  issue  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel,  be  requested  to  give  the 
Council  a  formal  opinion  on  that  subject,  if  possible 
at  our  next  meeting. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I 
have  a  very  high  opinion  of  ex-Mayor  Nathan 
Matthews  and  any  opinion  he  would  give,  to  my 
mind,  would  have  considerable  weight;  but  at 
the  present  time  we,  as  members  of  this  Council, 
have  a  Corporation  Counsel,  paid  a  high  salary, 
a  man  of  high  standing  in  his  profession,  and  I,  as 
one  member  of  this  Council,  am  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  opinions  we  get  from  the  Corporation 
Counsel.  That  is  my  position  in  this  matter, 
notwithstanding  the  very  high  opinion  I  have  of 
the  Hon.  Nathan  Matthews. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— How  about  the  opinion 
of  the  Corporation  Counsel  of  the  one-day-in- 
three  order  for  firemen? 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  will 
discuss  that  when  the  time  comes. 


Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it  is  a  proper  thing  to  do  to  request  an  out- 
side attorney  to  advise  this  Council,  which  is  a 
branch  of  the  city  government,  on  a  legal  question 
.arising  in  this  way.  If  some  members  of  the 
Council  have  an  opinion  from  Mr.  Matthews  that 
they  desire  to  spread  upon  the  records,  let  them  do 
so.  It  will  be  then  taken  for  what  it  appears  to  be, 
no  more  and  no  less,  a  supplement  to  their  argu- 
ment, an  authority,  so  to  speak.  That  is,  it  may 
or  may  not  be  regarded  as  an  authority.  But 
when  it  comes  to  asking  for  an  opinion  from  Mr. 
Matthews  as  a  lawyer  to  set  up  alongside  the 
opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  it  seems  to 
me,  Mr.  President, — and  I  am  holding  no  brief 
here  for  the  Corporation  Counsel, — that  you  are 
getting  pretty  near  the  line  of  insult.  I  hope  the 
member  upon  reflection  will  not  urge  that  motion. 
I  understand  that  Mr.  Storrow  has  a  memorandum 
from  Mr.  Matthews,  and  there  can  be  no  objection 
to  that  being  presented  here  and  spread  upon  the 
records, as  supplementary  to  what  he  has  said  in 
his  argument;  but  when  it  comes  to  this  Council 
propounding  a  legal  question  to  another  lawyer, 
it  seems  to  me  that  that  is  absolutely  beyond  the 
province  of  this  body.  I  am  surprised  that  you, 
Mr.  President,  would  entertain  it.  I  should  have 
supposed  that  you  would  at  once  rule  it  out  of 
order.  I  now  ask  for  affuling  that  Coun.  Coul- 
thurst's  order  is  out  of  order. 

President  HAGAN— The  Chair  will  rule  the 
point  of  order  not  well  taken. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  I  did 
not  intend  to  insult  Mr.  Sullivan  in  this  matter. 
I  have  a  high  opinion  of  and  a  personal  liking  for 
John  A.  Sullivan.  He  and  I  have  been  friends 
for  a  good  many  years.-  But  I  realize  that  he  is 
human  and  biased  like  some  others  of  us,  per- 
haps— not  all  of  us  but  some  of  us.  I  further 
realize  that  he  is  a  subordinate  of  the  Mayor  and 
naturally  would  be  biased  in  favor  of  the  Mayor 
when  the  Mayor  is  in  conflict  with  the  City  Coun- 
cil. The  proof  that  that  is  so  is,  as_  I  said  at  a 
recent  meeting,  that  the  Corporation  Counsel 
has  invariably  supported  the  pretensions  of  the 
Mayor  whenever  they  clashed  with  those  of  the 
City  Council  as  far  back  as  the  memory  of  man 
goeth.  Coun.  Storrow  does  not  feel  justified  in 
offering  the  memorandum  that  Mr.  Matthews 
gave  him,  and  I,  realizing  how  convincing  it  was 
and  how  clearly  it  answers  the  objections  of  those 
who  oppose  our  attitude  in  passing  this  appro- 
priation today,  would  like,  if  possible,  to  get  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Matthews  on  the  subject.  I  rec- 
ognize the  fact  that  Mr.  Matthews  is  one  of  the 
leading  lawyers  in  Boston  and  perhaps  the  best 
informed  man  in  Boston  upon  municipal  finances 
.  and  municipal  affairs.  I  realize  that  he  may 
refuse  to  do  this  just  as  I  realize  that  at  times 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  other  organiza- 
tions in  this  community  whose  opinions  we  have 
desired  may  refuse  to  advise  us.  But  if  he  sees 
fit  to  give  us  the  benefit  of  his  opinion  on  this 
subject,  I  would  like  to  have  the  public  know,  as 
well  as  I  would  like  to  have  other  members^  of  the 
Council  as  well  as  myself  know,  what  so  eminently 
legal  authority!  as  Mayor  Matthews  thinks  in 
regard  to  the  powers  „of  the  Council  in  the  matter 
of  appropriations. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
read  from  chapter  20,  section  1,  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1914: 

"The  Law  Department  shall  be  under  the  charge 
of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  who  shall  furnish 
opinions  on  the  law  of  any  subject  or  question  that 
may  be  submitted  to  him  by  the  Mayor  or  the 
City  Council,  and  on  any  subject  or  question 
relating  to  the  discharge  of  their  or  his  official 
duties  that  may  be  submitted  to  him  by  the  School 
Committee,  by  any  committee  of  the  City  Council, 
or  by  four  members  of  the  City  Council,  or  by  any 
officer  in  charge  of  a  department  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment; shall,  on  application,  advise  any  officer 
or  employee  of  the  city  on  any  question  of  law 
connected  with  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties; 
shall,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Mayor,  or  of 
any  standing  committee  of  the  City  Council 
having  charge  of  matters  before  the  General  Court 
of  the  Commonwealth,  appear  by  himself  or 
assistants  as  counsel  for  the  city  before  the  General 
Court  or  before  any  committee  thereof,"  and 
so  forth. 

Mr.  President,  I  shall  not  read  any  further, 
but  I  would  say  that  this  is  the  first  time  within 
my  recollection  when  action  such  as  we  now  have 
in  contemplation  by  the  motion  offered  by  Coun. 
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Coulthurst  has  been  discussed  here  in  this  body. 
A  few  years  ago  the  Mayor  on  the  question  of 
redisricting  the  city  took  the  position  that  our 
action  was  not  legal,  and  it  became  necessary  to. 
have  separate  counsel.  That  is  to  say,  the  Mayor 
took  one  position  and  the  City  Council  took  an- 
other position  and  it  became  necessary  that  each 
party  should  have  separate  counsel.  Mr.  Sullivan 
himself,  on  having  the  matter  called  to  his  atten- 
tion, very  promptly  and  readily  acquiesced  and 
said  that  he  saw  no  objection,  and  on  that  occasion 
the  City  Council  had  separate  counsel.  B^it,  in 
the  face  of  that  ordinance,  of  this  body  for  the 
City  Council  to  undertake  to  call  upon  another 
lawyer  for  his  opinion  upon  a  question  of  this  sort, 
to  my  mind  is  an  insult  to  the  Corporation  Counsel. 
I  fail  to  see  and  cannot  now  understand  the  posi- 
tion of  the  President  of  this  body  in  allowing  the 
order  to  be  introduced.  He  did  not  favor  us  with 
any  reasoning  when  he  gave  the  opinion  awhile 
ago  that  my  motion  was  out  of  order,  but  simply 
stated  that  it  was  not  in  order.  That  may  be 
conclusive,  but  is  hardly  logical.  I  would  like  to 
have  the  President  of  the  Council  state  the  reasons 
on  which  he  bases  the  conclusion  he  gave  us  upon 
this  matter,  renewing  my  point  of  order  for  that 
purpose,  if  I  am  in  order  in  doing  so. 

President  HAGAN — The  Chair  recognizes  the 
right  of  the  Council  at  all  times  to  ask  the  opinion 
of  the  Corporation  Counsel.  That  would  be  the 
Chair's  interpretation  of  what  the  councilor  has 
just  read.  But  in  the  wording  there  I  find  nothing 
which  says  that  the  Council  shall  not  get  a  legal 
opinion  from  another  source  if  the  members  of 
the  Council  so  desire.  The  question  comes  on 
the  passage  of  the  oral  order  presented  by  Coun. 
Coulthurst. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
to  have  the  order  read. 

(The  stenographer  read  the  order  as  presented 
orally  by  Coun.  Coulthurst.) 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
add  a  few  more  words  along  the  lines  I  have  been 
discussing  as  to  the  impropriety  of  this  action.  It 
is  true — I  overlooked  it  for  a  moment — that 
during  the  progress  of  the  hearings  on  the  budget 
recently  Mr.  Storrow,  if  I  may  mention  his  name, 
presented  an  order  asking  for  Mr.  Matthews' 
opinions  on  some  questions  relating  to  the  budget. 
That  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations and  the  committee  concurred.  That  is 
to  say,  they  voted  to  send  that  request  along  to 
Mr.  Matthews.  But  that  was  for  a  different 
reason.  Mr.  Matthews,  as  a  member  of  the 
Budget  Commission,  joined  with  the^  other  mem- 
bers in  offering  to  the  City  Council  his  services  at 
any  time  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  report  in 
helping  to  clear  up  any  matter  that  had  any  rela- 
tion to  the  budget,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  Council 
could  with  some  propriety  propound  to  Mr. 
Matthews,  or  any  other  member  of  the  Budget 
Commission  it  saw  fit,  any  request  for  informa- 
tion with  respect  to  the  budget  or  its  preparation. 
But  this  is  not  that  case.  This  is  a  legal  question, 
and  you  are  pushing  your  Law  Department  to  one 
side,  passing  by  the  legal  department  recognized 
by  statutory  authority  and  going  to  another 
lawyer  to  get  an  opinion  on  a  question  of  law.  I 
say,  Mr.  President,  that  I  consider  that  pretty 
nearly  an  insult  to  the  Corporation  Counsel. 

President  HAGAN — The  Chair  would  say 
again  that  he  sees  nothing  in  the  chapter  referred 
to  that  forbids  or  prevents  the  majority  members 
of  the  Council  from  seeking  other  legal  advice,  if 
they  so  wish. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  call  Coun.  Kenny's  attention  to  this  fact.  As 
I  understood  him,  he  gave  as  a  reason  why  it  was 
proper  to  ask  Mr.  Matthews  for  his  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  budget  that  he  was  on  the  Budget 
Commission.  I  would  like  to  remind  him  that 
Mr.  Matthews  was  also  on  the  original  Finance 
Commission  which  drew  this  charter  that  we  are 
discussing.  Possibly  the  same  reason  the  gentle- 
man has  stated  might  lead*to  an  opinion  from  Mr. 
Matthews  on  that  question  without  any  reflection 
on  Mr.  Sullivan. 


Coun.  Coulthurst's  order  was  passed,  yeas  5, 
nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Coleman,  Collins,  Coulthurst, 
Hagan,  Storrow — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Kenny, 
McDonald — 4. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun..  BALLANTYNE  the  Coun- 
cil voted  at  6.12  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
in  the  chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  Presi- 
dent  HAGAN  at  6.32  p.  m. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    APPOINTMENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  1,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointment,  submitted  by  the  Mayor 
May  22,  1916,  viz.: 

1.  Ernest  R.  Buffinton,  to  be  a  Constable  of 
the  City  of  Boston. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee 
— Coun.  Coleman  and  McDonald.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  8,  yeas  8,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  for  licenses  to  sell 
(severally  referred  today),  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
various  locations — that  licenses  be  granted,  viz.: 

A.  Berman,  346  Washington  street,  Ward  5. 

Michael  De  Ahgelis  &  Brother,  165A  Salem  street, 
Ward  5. 

S.  J.  Diab,  741  Washington  street,  Ward  5. 

S.  J.  Diab,  493  Washington  street,  Ward  5. 

Gutlon  Brothers,  2012  Washington  street,  Ward 
12. 

Kirkwood  Brothers,  23  Elm  street,  Ward  5. 

Vara  Brothers,  3  Prince  street,  Ward  5. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — that  per- 
mits be  granted,  viz.: 

M.  Agnes  Gillen,  Bates  Hall,  evening  of  June  2. 
Mary  F.  Dowd,  Steinert  Hall,  evening  of  June  30. 
Reports  accepted;  permits  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  we  adjourn  today  it  be  to  meet  again  on 
Wednesday  next,  a  week  from  today,  at  three 
o'clock  p.  m. 

Coun.  COULTHURST— Mr.  President,  as  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  will  assent  to  that  motion 
provided  I  have  unanimous  consent  that  the 
Committee  on  Finance  shall  not  meet  on  that  day, 
that  I  can  call  the  meeting  of  that  committee  for 
another  day.  I  simply  make  the  suggestion  that  I 
have  the  privilege  of  calling  the  meeting  some  other 
dav  so  that  I  will  not  commit  a  breach  of  faith.      , 

Coun.  KENNY — I  agree  to  that. 

Coun.  Kenny's  motion  was  carried. 


.     RECONSIDERATION. 

On   motion   of   Coun.   STORROW  the  Council 
refused  a  reconsideration  of  all  action  taken  today. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  ATTK1 1 )('.  G,  at 
6.43  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Wednesday,  June  7,  at  3  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Friday,  June  2,  1916. 
Meeting    of   the    City   Council  in   the    Council 
Chamber,    City    Hall,    at    three    o'clock    p.    m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Coulthurst. 

The  meeting  was  held  pursuant  to  the  following 
call: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  31,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

You  are  respectfully  requested  to  assemble  in 
the  City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Friday, 
June  2,  1916,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  orders  for  street  construction 
and  repair  and  such  other  business  as  may  come 
before  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


VETO   OF   STREET   ORDER. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  1,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

I  return  herewith,  without  my  approval,  the 
order  of  your  honorable  body,  passed  May  31, 
and  providing  for  an  expenditure  of  5473,110  for 
streets  for  the  following  reasons: 

(1.)  The  order  passed  by  the  Council  is  in  effect 
an  entirely  new  budget,  originated  by  the  Council 
itself,  and  is,  therefore,  contrary  to  the  charter, 
which  provides  that  the  Mayor  shall  have  sole 
authority  to  originate  a  budget  from  taxes. 

(2.)  ^  The  budget  is  in  effect  a  dictation  by  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  city  government,  to  the 
executive  branch,  as  to  the  streets  which  shall  be 
repaired,  and  style  of  paving  to  be  used,  regardless 
of  the  fact  that  the  charter  gives  to  the  executive 
department  the  right  to  determine  these  matters. 

(3.)  The  approval  of  such  a  budget  by  the 
Mayor  would  create  a  precedent  from  which  all 
the  evils  of  log-rolling  and  sectional  appropria- 
tions would  flow,  and  the  city's  interests  would  be 
greatly  prejudiced  thereby. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


MONEY    FOR   STREET   REPAIRS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  2,  191G. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, —  I  submit  herewith  an  order  for 
street  repairs  in  the  sum  of  $253,802,  to  be  ex- 
pended, under  contract,  and  the  award  in  every 
case,  after  open  competition,  to  be  made  to  the 
lowest  responsible  bidder. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That,  to  meet  the  expense  of  recon- 
structing and  repairing  streets,  by  contract,  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  fifty-three  thousand  eight 
hundred  two  dollars  ($253,802)  be  and  the  same 
hereby  is  specially  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
stated,  and  that  the  said  amount  be  raised  by 
taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  tho 
City  of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by  the 
City  Council  relating  to  taxes  and  the  interest 
thereon  apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

The  communication  and  order  were  declared  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
move  reconsideration  of  the  reference,  and  if  re- 
consideration prevails,  I  shall  then  move  that  the 
order  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.    It 


seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  this  order  should 
properly  be  before  the  Executive  Committee.  The 
Committee  on  Appropriations  has  met,  has  made 
its  report,  as  is  the  annual  custom,  and  the  usual 
proceeding  is  to  send  these  subsequent  orders  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  where  they  can  receive 
more  speedy  consideration.  As  you  know,  the 
Executive  Committee  meets  always  on  the  day 
of  the  Council  meeting.  We  have  a  recess  and 
we  go  into  Executive  Committee.  It  seems  to  me 
we  can  get  action  in  a  much  more  speedy  man- 
ner by  having  the  matter  go  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  where  all  the  members  here  will  have 
a  chance  to  simply  adjourn  to  the  other  room  and 
discuss  the  matter.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  my 
motion  will  prevail. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  one  of  our 
chief  objects  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  our 
long  drawn-out  work  on  the  budget  has  been  to 
make  a  substantial  saving  of  money  for  street 
work.  We  have  made  a  substantial  saving,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  sum  total  is  to  be  expen- 
ded is  a  matter  upon  which  the  Mayor  and  the 
City  Council  are  at  present  in  a  disagreement.  The 
Mayor  claims  that  the  action  of  the  City  Council 
in  placing  before  him  for  his  consideration  an 
appropriation  order  for  $473,000  for  street  repairs, 
naming  the  streets  to  be  repaired,  is  a  usurpation  of 
his  executive  power.  His  position  seems  to  us  un- 
warranted and  ridiculous.  In  taking  such  a  posi- 
tion he  assumes  he  is  the  sole  appropriating  power 
of  the  $22,000,000  raised  from  the  tax  levy.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  charter  divides  the  responsi- 
bility equally  between  the  Mayor  and  the  Council, 
each  having  full  concurrent  power  and  responsi- 
bility. The  main  difference  between  the  Mayor 
and  the  Council  is  that  out  of  the  present  city 
income  he  is  only  willing  to  spend  for  street  repair 
contract  work  $147,000  as  shown  by  his  two  orders 
totaling  that  amount,  including  the  contract  in 
these  orders  today.  The  Council  at  its  last  meet- 
ing passed  the  Mayor's  order  for  $47,000  for  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  so  that  the  real  issue  today  is 
whether  there  shall  be  spent  the  $100,000  on  the 
streets  as  the  Mayor's  order  proposes,  or  $473,000 
as  the  order  passed  by  the  majority  of  the  Council 
proposes.  This  is  the  principal  issue.  There  can 
be  no  question  under  the  plain  wording  of  the 
charter  that,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor, 
the  action  of  the  Council  in  passing  the  new  street 
order  was  entirely  in  accordance  with  their  legal 
rights.  We  have  to  support  the  action  of  the 
Council,  the  opinion  of  ex-Mayor  Matthews,  one 
who  has  served  this  city  for  four  years  as  Mayor 
and  who  also  served  as  chairman  of  the  first  Fi- 
nance Commission  and  of  the  Budget  Commission. 
As  an  authority  on  the  construction  of  municipal 
charters  and  statutes  relating  to  cities  he  is  per- 
haps surpassed  by  none  in  New  England.  The 
majority  of  the  Council  feels  strongly  that  they 
would  fail  in  their  duty  to  all  the  citizens  of  Boston 
if,  under  the  present  circumstances,  they  did  not 
insist  that  the  Mayor  supply  definite  information 
as  to  how  he  intends  to  spend  the  street  money. 
The  way  the  Mayor  has  handled  the  street  situa- 
tion so  far  in  his  administration  does  not  inspire 
confidence  for  trusting  him  blindly  with  the  large 
sums  which  the  action  of  the  City  Council  has 
made  available  this  year  for  the  streets.  The 
Council  has  passed  a  definite  and  carefully  worked 
out  plan  for  spending  the  budget  savings.  When 
the  Mayor  signs  the  appropriation  order  they  stand 
ready  to  discuss  the  10  cent  increase  in  the  tax 
limit  and  the  sums  which  can  be  made  available 
by  supporting  the  Parkman  activities  from  the 
Parkman  Fund.  They  feel,  however,  that  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  any  discussion  of  these  two 
possibilities  of  further  increasing  the  amounts 
available  for  streets  should  be  the  cooperation  of 
the  Mayor  in  putting  into  immediate  effect  the 
program  for  spending  the  budget  savings  for  defi- 
nite pavements  on  definite  streets.  We  came  here 
over  ten  days  ago  and  asked  for  a  plan,  a  specific 
plan.  That  plan  was  not  forthcoming.  We  then 
presented  apian.  To  bo  sure,  we  do  not  contend 
that  it  is  perfect,  but  it  was  the  best  thing  we 
could  do,  and  the  Mayor  has  not  dune  as  well,  be- 
cause he  has  not  submitted  the  streets  upon  which 
ho  purposes  to  spend  this  money.  Under  all  the 
circumstances  it  seems  to  me  Ilia  I  the  Council  has 
tried  to  cooperate  with  the  Mayor,  The  Mayor 
has  not  done  so  with  the  Council.  Accordingly, 
I  hope  that  reconsideration  will  not  prevail,  to  the 
end  that  the  Mayor  may  in  the  next  few  days  to 
pome,  -ec  his  way  clear  to  meet  the  Council  half 
way. 
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Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  I  desire 
to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question.  Does  he  consider 
that  he  has  authority  under  the  charter,  as  a  mem- 
ber ot  the  City  Council,  to  initiate  an  appropria- 
tion? 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  believe  we 
have  a  right  to  amend  an  appropriation  order  com- 
ing from  the  Mayor.  That  is  what  we  have  done 
in  sending  in  the  $473,000  order  in  substitution  for 
the  Mayor's  order,  in  amendment  thereof. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  asked  the  gentleman  that  question  is  this. 
In  listening  to  his  reading  Of  that  third  platform 
of  principles  that  he  has  presented  here,  I  noticed 
that  he  said  in  the  first  part  of  it  that  the  Mayor 
assumes  that  he,  and  he  alone,  is  the  one  who  can 
initiate  an  appropriation.     I  thought  that  was  so. 
I  don't  know  whether  ex-Mayor  Matthews  states 
a   contrary    opinion — this   man   whom   he    speaks 
about   as   the   only   legal   authority   on   municipal 
charters,  the  only  proper  person  to  interpret  the 
present  city  charter  for  us, — but  I  don't  think  ex- 
Mayor  Matthews  ever  said  that  anybody  but  the 
Mayor    can    initiate    appropriations,    because    he 
has  more  brains  than  that.     Of  course,  if  the  gen- 
tleman feels  that  he  is  right  in  his  opinion,  and  is 
willing  now  to  say  that  the  Mayor  has  no  right  to 
control  expenditures  of  money  for  maintenance  of 
the  different  departments,  I  am  not  going  to  dis- 
pute the  gentleman's  right  to  that  opinion.     J3ut 
we  cannot  do  anything.     The  other  day  they  told 
us  that  the  public  demanded,  wanted,  action  and 
should  have  action.     In  fact,  the  gentleman  who 
just  took   his  seat  said  in  Executive   Committee 
that  the  public  demanded  action.     Now  he  tells 
us  that  until  the  Mayor  is  willing  to  give  way  to 
him  and  permit  him  to  fix  up  the  streets,  telling 
what  streets  are  going  to  be  fixed  up  and  possibly 
saying  that  he  will  fix  up  the  street  in  front  ot  his 
house,  he  will  not  allow  him  to  get  the  money.     1 
don't  know  who  wrote  that  speech  for  him,  that 
third  platform  of  principles,  but  I  think  if  he  had 
read  it  before  reading  it  here  he  would,  as  a  lawyer 
have  changed  some   of   the  paragraphs,   because, 
the  way  it  sounded  to  me  as  a  layman,  and  the  way 
I  have  heard  it  talked  over  here  in  the  Council, 
the  matter  of  our  rights  under  the  charter,  he  would 
certainly  have   seen   that  it  was   entirely   wrong. 
Does  he  contend  that  we  have  a  right  to  initiate 
an  appropriation,  to  run  the  different  departments, 
we,   as  members  of  the  City  Council?     Does  he 
contend  that  we  have  authority  to  tell  the  Mayor 
what  he  is  to  do,  whom  he  shall  employ,  how  much 
he  will  pay  for  cement,  whether  he  will  buy  tdison 
or   Portland   cement,    and   so   forth?     I    certainly 
feel   that  if  the  four   gentlemen   of   the   minority 
present  are  sincere  they  will  refer  this  matter  to 
the  Executive  Committee  and  that  we  will  give 
the  public  the  action  they  are  talking  about.     .Let 
us  get  busy  on  the  streets,  not  coming  up  here  every 
day  in  the  week  with  a  new  platform  of  principles, 
and  getting  it  into  the  record  so  that  the  public 
can  read  about  it  in  the  newspapers,  trying  to  say 
that  they  are  sincere  and  that  they  want  the  streets 
fixed  up,  when  they  are  really  delaying  the  repair 
of  our  streets.     We  were  ready   at  the   start   to 
appropriate   the   money.     We   are   ready   now   to 
start  with  $253,000,  and  the  $47,000  for  Common- 
wealth   avenue.     Give    the    Mayor    a    chance    to 
start.     We   will   vote   the   money   today.     1   will, 
and  I  believe  the  other  three  members  ot  the  Coun- 
cil who  have  been  trying  to  get  things  started  will 
do  likewise.     I   suggest  that  the   gentleman   who 
just  preceded  me  stop  fooling  the  public.     1  have 
used  that  word  about  fifty  times  during  the  discus- 
sion of  this  matter  in  the  times  in  which  it  has  come 
un      Let  us  give  the  public  the  action  that  he  says 
the  public  desire,  and  that  they  certainly  deserve 
Coun.    COLLINS— Mr.    President,    instead    ot 
fooling  the  public  we  are  trying  to  enlighten  the 
public      All  we  are  asking  is  that  the  public  be 
furnished    with    information     from    the    Mayors 
office  as  to  the  expenditure  of  the  money  which  has 
been  saved  because  of  the  work  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  on  the  budget.     The  gentleman 
entirely    misunderstood    me.     I    never    said    that 
this   Council  could   initiate   an   appropriation.     1 
did  say,  using  the  words  of  the  statement  here 

"  There  can  be  no  question  under  the  plain  word- 
ing of  the  charter  that,  subject  to  the  approval  ot 
thl  Mayor,  the  action  of  the  Council  in  passing  the 
new  street  order  was  entirely  in  accordance  with 

^SeldVow,  Mr.  President,  Our  position 
here  is  a  very  simple  one.  We  have  furnished  the 
nublic  with  our  opinion  as  to  the  streets  which  we 
think  ought  to  be  improved,  with  an  expenditure 


to  the  extent  of  $473,000.  We  have  waited  and 
are  waiting  now,  and  hope  we  will  receive  soon  the 
Mayor's  opinion,  which  he  ought  to  give  the  public, 
as  to  how  that  money  is  to  be  expended  Instead 
of  trying  to  deceive  the  public  we,  as  their  repre- 
sentatives, are  trying  to  help  clear  up  the  situation 
We  do  not  ask  how  this  money  is  to  be  expended 
from  the  standpoint  of  supervising  contracts,  not 
at  all  We  are  simply  asking  for  specific  informa- 
tion, and  we  are  entitled  to  receive  it,  as  members 
of  this  City  Council.  .  _     .       . 

Coun  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  I  simply 
want  to  call  the  gentleman's  attention  to  a  section 
in  this  platform  which  he  did  not  read  As  a,  lay- 
man I  should  say  that  he  considered  his  rights  as 
a  member  of  the  City  Council  to  be  equal  to  those 
of  the  Mayor.  He  says,  referring  to  the  Mayor: 
"His  position  seems  to  us  unwarranted  and 
ridiculous.  In  taking  such  a  position  he  assumes 
he  is  the  sole  appropriating  power  of  the  $2200U,UUU 
raised  from  the  tax  levy.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
charter  divides  the  responsibility  equally  between 
the  Mayor  and  the  Council,  each  having  full  con- 
current power  and  responsibility.'' 

If  he  wants  to  lead  us  to  believe  that  we  have  full 
concurrent  power  in  dealing  with  that  822,U0U,UUU 
tax  lew,  that  is  certainly  something  I  never  knew 
before  While  it  is  true  that  we  can  reduce  items 
and,  with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor,  increase  items, 
we  have  not  got  concurrent  power,  the  Aiayor 
has  final  veto  power,  and  we  cannot  say  anything 
to  the  contrary.  He  vetoed  today  the  street  order 
that  we  passed,  which  shows  that  he  has  final 
power  It  is  true  that  we  have  something  to  say- 
about  giving  him  a  certain  amount  of  money  but 
the  Mayor  has  the  final  say  as  to  who  shall  spend 
the  money,  and  we  have  not  got  concurrent  power, 
if  I  know  what  the  word  means.  Possibly  1  may 
not  know  and  that  he,  or  the  fellow  who  wrote  this 
for  him,  has  a  different  interpretation.  1  don  t 
know  about  that.  But  I  trust  the  motion  to 
reconsider  will  prevail.  *■*.!- 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  the  fact  is 
that  moneys  of  the  city  cannot  be  appropriated 
without  the  legislative  branch  concurring  with  the 
Mayor.  This  is  the  result  of  the  combined  effort 
and  thought  of  five  members  of  the  City  Council, 
and  they  are  the  ones  who  are  standing  back  ot  it. 
Coun  KENNY— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  Coun 
Collins  if  he,  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  examined 
the  various  streets  in  the  order  presented  at  the 

^Co^rTcOLLINS-Mr.  President,  I  have  ex- 
amined many  streets,  probably  as  many  as  any 
member  of  this  Council.  The  streets -set  forth  by 
the  Council  were  not  the  result  of  individual  investi- 
gation by  the  Council.  Those  streets  set  forth 
in  the  order  passed  by  the  Council  are  the  product 
of  the  work  of  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
combined  with  the  work  of  the  engineer  of  the 
Finance  Commission,  Mr.  Emerson  who  was  once 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  All  of  the  streets  re- 
ferred to  in  the  order  were  O.  K.'d  or  approved  by 
either  one  or  the  other  or  both  of  those  gentlemen, 
and  roughly  speaking,  one  third  of  the  streets  were 
approved  by  both.  We  believed  it  was  entirely 
Proper  for  us  to  try  to  select  from  the  list  of  streets 
streets  that  five  members  of  the  Council,  at  least, 
believed  were  proper  streets  to  be  dealt  with. 

Coun  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
member  has  failed  to  answer  my  question,  and  1 
would  like  to  repeat  it.  I  would  like  to  ask  him 
if  he  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  personally  visited 
these  several  streets  and  examined  into  their  con- 
dition before  asking  the  Council  to  appropriate 
the  money  for  those  particular  streets. 

Coun  COLLINS-Mr.  President,  the  necessity 
for  repairing  those  streets  is  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  in  this  community.  The  street  ques- 
tion has  become  one  in  which  every  member  of  the 
nublic  is  interested,  and  I  am  sure  that  it  Coun. 
Kenny  would  go  over  those  streets  he  would  ap- 
prove of  the  action  of  the  five  members  of  the 

C°Coun'  KENNY— Mr.  President,  the  member 
says  that  if  I  would  go  over  the  streets  I  would 
agree  with  him.  May  I  assume  that  he  has  made 
that  investigation  to  which  I  have  invited  his 

atCoun.nCOLLINS— The  answer  stands  for  itself, 

MCo^n.S1KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  say  merely  a  word  in  reply  to  what  Coun_ 
Collins  has  said  in  regard  to  Mr.  Emerson  I 
have  not  looked  the  matter  up,  but  my  recollec- 
tion  is   that   Mr.   Emerson's  service   as   buperin- 
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tendent  of  Streets  was  for  a  very  limited  term. 
He  has  been  quoted  here  as  a  high  authority 
in  regard  to  street  construction,  and  comparisons 
have  been  made  between  Mr.  Emerson  and  the 
present  Commissioner  of  Public  Works.  Unless 
I  am  very  much  mistaken  the  present  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  has  had  even  greater 
experience  in  the  matter  of  streets  and  street 
construction,  because  he  was  an  engineer  in  the 
department  before  he  was  appointed  acting 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works.-  My  recollection 
is  that  Mr.  Emerson — for  whom  I  have  respect 
and  as  to  whom  I  am  not  offering  any  criticism — ■ 
was  Superintendent  of  Streets  for  but  a  very  short 
term  prior  to  his  going  with  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, and  my  recollection,  if  correct,  would  be 
that  Mr.  Murphy  has  had  greater  experience  as 
head  of  the  department  having  control  of  the 
streets  than  Mr.  Emerson.  I  merely  offer  that 
suggestion  because  some  comparison  has  been 
made   between   Mr.   Murphy  and   Mr.   Emerson. 

Coun.  Kenny's  motion  to  reconsider  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  was  lost. 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Reconsideration  of  the  reference  was  lost,  yeas  4, 
nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Kenny, 
McDonald — i. 

Nays — Coun.  Coleman,  Collins,  Hagan,  Stor- 
row— 4. 

The  matter  stood  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constables'  bonds  of 
Frank  G.  Montague  and  Timothy  Sullivan. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


MEETING    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    APPRO- 
PRIATIONS ANNOUNCED. 

Coun.  KENNY— -Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  say  for  the  information  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  here  assembled  that,  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  I  intend  to  call  a 
meeting  of  that  committee  on  Monday  afternoon 
next  at  four  o'clock.  I  might  also,  perhaps,  take 
this  occasion  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the 
confidence  which  this  Council  seems  to  have  in 
me  as  chairman  of  that  committee,  as  shown  by 
the  fact  that  you  insist  on  sending  these  orders  to 
that  committee. 

(Later  in  the  day,  because  of  another  engage- 
ment which  caused  his  absence  on  Monday,  Coun. 
KENNY    announced    that    the    meeting    of    the 


Committee  on  Appropriations  would  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  June  6,  at  4.30  o'clock  p.  m.) 


ROPING   FOR  DRILL   EXERCISES. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
City  Messenger  be  hereby  authorized  to  do  the 
necessary  roping  off  for  the  annual  drill  exercises 
of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company 
on  June  5,  1916;  and  on  Boylston  street,  between 
Berkeley  and  Clarendon  streets,  June  12,  1916; 
the  expense  of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  City  Council,  Incidental  Expenses, 
Flags,  Ropes  and  Stakes,  etc. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PENSION  FOR  COURT  OFFICER  ABBOTT. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
chapter  322  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  Authorize  the  Pensioning  by  the 
County  of  Suffolk  of  Court  Officer  Ambrose  H. 
Abbott  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of 
Boston"  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


RECESS   TAKEN.. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.39  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  5.10  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  a  report  on  order  (referred  today) 
that  the  City  Messenger  do  necessary  roping  off 
for  annual  drill  exercises  of  the  Ancient  and  Hon- 
orable Artillery  Company  on  June  5— that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COLEMAN  a  general  recon- 
sideration of  all  action  taken  today  was  refused. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  McDONALD, 
at  5.15  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Wednesday,  June  7,  at 
three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Wednesday,  June  7,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Ballantyne,  Coulthurst,  Storrow. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council 
the  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments 
for  term  ending  April  30,  1917,  viz.: 

1.  John  F.  Martin,  72  Palmer  street,  Roxbury, 
Superintendent  of  the  Roxbury  City  Scales  in  place 
of  Neil  Mclnnes,  who  resigned  on  May  20,   1916. 

2.  Michael  J.  Murphy,  13  Charles  street, 
Dorchester,  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  Coke. 

3.  James  Carter,  6  Delaware  place,  Brighton, 
a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  Coke. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


PAYMENT   OF   EMPLOYEES   BY    CHECK. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  7,   1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  order  of  your  honorable 

body  as  adopted  May  8,  with  replies  to  certain 

interrogatories  contained   therein,   and  addressed, 

through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  the  City  Treasurer. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curlet,  Mayor. 

Boston,  June  7,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, — In  accordance  with  an  order  of  the  City 
Council  of  May  8,  1916,  I  submit  herewith  answers 
to  the  four  questions  therein  contained: 

1.  In  December,  1915,  the  Finance  Commission 
made  a  lengthy  report  to  the  Mayor  outlining  the 
system  of  paying  employees  by  check,  now  in  vogue 
in  New  York,  and  recommending  "  that  the  system 
of  paying  monthly  salaries  by  check  be  adopted 
by  the  city  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year,  and  there- 
after be  extended  to  other  classes  of  employees  as  it 
may  be  found  practicable."  The  report  stated 
that  "the  cities  of  Cambridge  and  New  York  had 
for  many  years  been  accustomed  to  pay  all  of  their 
high  salaried  employees  by  check  and  that  the 
system  was  working  successfully." 

Upon  investigation,  I  found  that  in  Cambridge 
the  total  number  of  employees  paid  by  check  (and 
these  aTe  given  over  the  counter  in  the  treasurer's 
office  in  the  city's  time)  is  but  thirty-four,  hardly 
a  vigorous  indorsement  of  the  check  system.  I 
found  further  that  the  time-saving  feature  of  the 
New  York  system  (which  seems  to  be  the  strongest 
argument  in  favor  of  its  introduction)  is  the  delivery 
of  the  checks  by  the  foreman  to  the  employees 
outside  of  working  hours.  This  is  made  clear  by 
the  statement  of  the  department  of  finance  quoted 
in  Finance  Commission's  report: 

"  Heretofore  we  have  paid  employees  by  cash  on 
city  time.  .  .  .  under  the  new  system  they, 
(employees)  receive  the  cheeks  from  the  foreman 
upon  their  return  from  work  without  loss  of  time 
to  the  city  and  a  very  little  to  themselves." 

While  f  have  no  doubt  the  employees  of  our  city 
would  be  willing  to  receive  their  salaries  in  their 
on  ti  I  ime  (in  fact  many  of  them  do  so  now),  to  make 
it  compulsory  on  them  would  seem  to  me  contrary 
to  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts 
i  -  indicated  by  the  statute  enacted  in  1911,  chapter 
249,  which  provides  as  follows: 

"Section  1.  Manufacturing  corporations  and 
contractors,  persons  or  partnerships  engaged  in  any 
manufacturing  business  wherein  one  hundred  em- 
ployees or  more  are  employed  shall,  on  the  day 
chosen  as  pay  day,  pay  such  of  their  employees  as 
are  on  that  day  working  in  the  manufacturing 
establishment  before  the  cli.se  of  the  regular  work- 
ing hours." 


In  detailing  the  New  York  system  the  Finance 
Commission  report  informs  us  that  "when  the 
check  is  delivered  the  recipient  signs  his  name  in 
the  lower  left  hand  corner,  and  when  it  is  cashed  he 
indorses  it  on  the  back,  the  person  cashing  the 
check  being  then  able  to  identify  the  payee  by 
comparing  the  signature  on  the  front  w-ith  the 
indorsement  on  the  back."  It  is  obvious  from 
this  that  the  employee's  signature  must  be  affixed 
to  the  face  of  the  check  in  the  presence  of  somebody 
in  authority  knowing  his  identity,  a  process  con- 
suming at  least  as  much  time  as  the  signing  of  a 
pay  roll  when  payment  is  made  by  cash.  Thus  it 
appears  that,  if  time  is  saved,  it  is  not  by  the  system 
of  paying  by  check,  but  by  paying  in  the  employee's 
time,  a  radical  change  which  has  not  even  won  my 
approval. 

If  no  saving  of  city  time  is  effected  by  thus 
paying  in  checks,  why  inflict  such  a  system  on 
employees?  Certainly,  other  things  being  equal, 
so  far  as  the  convenience  of  the  employee  himself 
is  concerned,  the  cash  method  is  preferable,  for 
he  then  has  in  his  possession  the  direct  purchasing 
power,  and  is  not  obliged  to  undergo  any  obliga- 
tion, however  slight,  in  negotiating  an  instrument 
given  as  an  equivalent  for  cash.  While  checks 
are  nowadays  almost  indispensable  in  the  trans- 
action of  business  and  are  a  great  convenience  to 
those  with  bank  accounts — to  many  they  are  a 
real  burden. 

Furthermore,  the  present  method  of  payment  by 
cash,  while  perhaps  unsuited  to  the  conditions 
obtaining  in  a  city  of  the  size  and  peculiar  geo- 
graphical lines  of  New  York,  seems  to  me  satis- 
factory here  in  Boston,  where  distances  are 
comparatively  small  and  where  City  Hall  is 
centrally  located. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  and  because  I  believe 
that  in  financial  matters,  and  especially  those 
that  concern  a  man's  compensation  for  his  daily 
labor,  radical  changes  should  not  be  adopted  with- 
out compelling  reasons,  no  action  was  taken  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Commission 
of  December,  1915. 

2.  The  estimated  cost  of  establishing  the  check 
system  for  payment  of  employees  on  monthly 
pay  rolls,  necessitating,  as  it  would,  the  purchase 
of  a  machine  for  filling  in  checks,  a  five-pen  signa- 
graph,  graphotype,  addressograph  plates,  cabinets 
for  plates,  checks,  etc.,  would  be  about  $2,500, 
including  an  annual  maintenance  expense  for 
checks  alone  of  about  SI, 000. 

3.  The  estimated  cost  of  establishing  the  cheek 
system  for  payment  of  all  city  employees,  which 
would  probably  call  for  the  purchase  of  at  least 
two  machines  for  filling  in  cheeks,  a  signagraph, 
graphotype,  addressograph  plates,  cabinets  for 
plates,  checks,  etc.,  would  be  about  811,000,  in- 
cluding an  annual  maintenance  charge  for  checks 
alone  of  about  89,000. 

4.  While  it  is  difficult  to  make  an  accurate 
estimate  of  what  the  saving  would  be,  once  the 
necessary  machines  were  installed,  in  paying  all 
employees  by  checks  sent  by  mail  or  messenger  to 
the  buildings  or  yards,  it  is  clear  that  the  present 
transportation  item  of  approximately  85,600  would 
be  considerably  reduced,  the  actual  result  of  course 
depending  on  the  system  adopted.  No  paymasters 
as  such  would  be  required,  but  on  the  other  hand 
competent  clerks  at  reasonable  salaries  would  be 
necessary  for  the  preparation  of  the  check  plates 
for  filling  in  the  checks,  a  work  requiring  pains- 
taking care  because  of  the  many  changes  in  wages 
from  week  to  week,  occasioned  by  broken  time, 

These  two  items  would  result  in  a  substantial 
gross  s-aving,  but  this  would  be  offset  to  a  large 
extent  bv  the  annual  expenditures  fur  the  cheeks 
themselves  and  the  additional  items  for  trans- 
portation of  messengers  or  mailing. 
Respectfully, 

Charles  II.  Si.atterv, 

City  Treasurer. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED 

The  following  petitions  wen-  received  ami  referred 
I.,  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
John  D.  Marks,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  on 
account  of  a  fall  at  8  '  I an  place. 
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Murphy  Brothers,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  team  on  Atlantic  avenue  by  Fire  Department 
apparatus. 

Margaret  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  lot  and  fence  by  change  of  grade  at  24  Neponset 
avenue,  Roslindale. 

Seribner  &  Campbell's  Express,  to  be  paid  for 
damage  to  team  by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Euphrasia  Wood,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  on 
account  of  injuries  received  from  a  fall  at  37 
Randall  street. 

Executive. 

Levine  Brothers,  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  11A  Essex  street,  Ward  5. 

Arnold  A.  Robert  el  al.,  for  sidewalks  at  Ashfield 
street,  Ward  23. 


COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Communication  from  Chief  Justice  of  Municipal 
Criminal  Court  appointing  William  A.  Maloney. 
William  J.  Joyce  and  Eleanor  F.  Holland  as 
probation  officers. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Joseph  P.  Donahoe. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


APPROVAL   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  of  approval  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor,  viz.: 

Alexander  Steinert,  Art  Commissioner.    . 

John  F.  Hickey,  Examiner,  Building  Depart- 
ment. 

Margaret  J.  Gookin,  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

Eugene  V.  R.  Thayer,  Consumptives'  Hospital 
Trustee. 

Emily  G.  Balch,  City  Planning  Board. 

Frederick  E.  Atteaux,  Cemetery  Department 
Trustee. 

Logan  L.  McLean,  Sinking  Funds  Commissioner. 

John  J.  Cassidy,  Sinking  Funds  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


WITHDRAWAL   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  of  intention  to  hold  a  hearing  on 
charges  made  against  John  H.  Dillon,  appointed 
to  the  office  of  Chairman  of  the  Park  and  Recrea- 
tion Department  by  the  Mayor,  and  of  with- 
drawal by  the  Mayor  of  the  appointment  of  said 
John  H.  Dillon. 

Placed  on  file. 

RAILROAD    POLICE. 

Notice  was  received,  under  the  provisions  of 
law,  of  the  appointment  of  John  T.  McGovern  as 
railroad  policeman  on  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  & 
Lynn  Railroad. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILWAY   LOCATIONS. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  granting  the  West  End 
Street  Railway  Company  locations  on  Lexington 
and  other  streets,  East  Boston,  and  Maverick 
square,  etc..  East  Boston,  the  same  being  479th 
and  480th  locations,  respectively. 

Placed  on  file. 

NOTICE   OF   ORGANIZATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  of  organization  of  the  body  with  William  H. 
Hardy  as  secretary  and  William  P.  Fowler  as 
treasurer. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

N.  R.  Perkins,  keeping  of  gasolene,  1122  Adams 
street. 


Auto  Car  Sales  &  Service  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  042  Beacon  street. 

The  Thompson  &  Norris  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  corner  Braintree  and  Everett  streets. 

E.  T.  Gavin,  keeping  of  gasolene,  540  Broadway. 

F.  A.  Gendrot,  keeping  of  gasolene,  1  Buena 
Vista  street. 

Quincy  Market  Cold  Storage  &  Warehouse 
Company,  keeping  of  oils  or  fluids  composed  wholly 
or  in  part  of  the  products  of  petroleum  at  09  Eastern 
avenue,  Ward  5. 

American  Felt  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
1344  Hyde  Park  avenue. 

F.  N.  Rock  Iron  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
130  Magazine  street. 

Edwin  M.  Hobbs,  keeping  and  sale  of  turpentine 
and  other  inflammable  fluids  at  111  Main  street, 
Ward  4. 

J.  H.  MacAlman,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
100  Massachusetts  avenue,  Ward  8. 

Brockway-Smith  Corporation,  keeping  of  gaso- 
lene, 405  Medford  street,  Ward  3. 

Louis  A.  Curtis,  keeping  of  gasolene,  14  Morrill 
street. 

Frank  L.  Roberts,  keeping  of  gasolene,  320 
Newbury  street,  Ward  8. 

The  White  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, 341  and  343  Newbury  street,  Ward  8. 

Moses  Schachter,  keeping  of  naphtha,  169 
Norfolk  avenue.      (2  notices.) 

Marshall  B.  Hall,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
277-293  Northampton  street,  Ward  7. 

Marshall  B.  Hall,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
175  Pleasant  street,  Ward  8. 

Roger  P.  Cushing,  keeping  of  dynamite  and  ex- 
ploders in  vacant  lot  at  121  Oakland  street. 

Robert  M.  Burnett,  keeping  of  gasolene,  205 
Sixth  street. 

Stickney  &  Poor  Spice  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  Spice  street,  Ward  3. 

Edward  A.  Grout  &  Co.,  keeping  and  sale  of  fixed 
ammunition,  111  Summer  street,  Ward  5. 

A.  I.  Russell,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  304 
Washington  street,  Ward  25. 

Corey  Road  Garage,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
on  proposed  street,  between  Wellington  road  and 
Washington  street,  Ward  25. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULE. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  submitted  a 
report  as  to  the  cost  of  constructing  artificial  stone 
sidewalks  along  Day  street,  between  Centre  and 
Minden  streets,  and  recommended  the  passage  of 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  schedule 
be  and  hereby  are  assessed  the  sums  set  against 
their  respective  names  as  their  proportional  parts 
of  the  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks  at  their 
estates  onJDay  street,  Ward  22,  and  the  same  is 
ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  _  given  to  _the 
parties  as  aforesaid,  the  amount  being  $718.65. 

The  order  was  passed. 


COMMUNICATION    FROM    WARREN 
BROTHERS   COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received: 

Pavement  Discussions  and  Specifications. 

Boston,  June  0,  1916. 
Honorable  City  Council: 

.  Gentlemen, — The  matter  of  what  kind  of  pave- 
ment the  City  of  Boston  shall  lay  or  specifyis 
in  itself  one  of  comparatively  little  interest  to  us 
and  consequently  we  have  paid  little  attention  to 
that  phase  of  the  question.  We  are,  however, 
extremely  interested  in  the  preservation  of  our 
good  name  and  that  of  Boston,  the  home  city  of 
our  large  industry,  extending  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada  and  into  _  South  America, 
embracing  more  than  400  municipalities,  shall,  not 
vilify  that  good  name  and  put  into  the  hands  of  our 
competitors-  throughout  the  country  documents 
and  newspapers  which  in  black  and  white  make 
unjustified  charges  of  improprieties.  From  that 
point  of  view,  we  asked  an  opportunity  to  show 
your  Board,  in  and  about  the  City  of  Boston,  what 
other  communities  are  spending  time  and  money 
sending  delegations  thousands  of  miles  to  see,  i.  e., 
the  bitulithic  pavement  in  its  home  city  from  a 
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practical,  technical  point  of  view  after  fourteen 
years'  use,  including  an  exhaustive  laboratory 
located  at  Cambridge. 

If  that  invitation  had  been  accepted,  you  would 
now  have  in  your  hands  valuable  practical  infor- 
mation which  would  have  shown  why  (entirely 
eliminating  the  propriety  of  allowance  for  a 
superior  article  and  for  the  proper  allowance  for 
patent  rights  in  connection  therewith)  3  inches 
of  certain  classes  _  of  asphalt  pavement  mixture 
ih    weight    alone    is    approximately  the    same  as 

2  inches  of  another  combination. 

No  one  would  claim  that  1  inch  thickness  of 
whitewood  board  is  equivalent  to  1  inch  of  oak  or 
mahogany;  few  would  claim  that  3  inches  of 
whitewood  is  equivalent  to  2  inches  of  oak. 

The  fact  is  that  if  a  contractor  is  permitted  to 
furnish  his  own  specifications  he  could  and  very 
likely  would  formulate  a  specification  such  that 

3  inches  of  compressed  mixture  would  weigh 
materially  less  than  2  inches  of  standard  bitulithic 
and  sealcoat.  In  fact,  specifications  of  this 
character  are  being  every  day  presented  to  an 
unsuspecting  public  in  connection  with  "cheap" 
unit  prices.  It  is  also  a  fact  that  they  "get  away" 
with  such  a  proposition  and  "cheap"  price,  as  was 
done  on  the  south  side  of  Commonwealth  avenue 
from  Beacon  street  to  Winslow  road  in  the  fall  of 
1913. 

You  would  have  known  that,  compared  with 
bitulithic,  the  so-called  Topeka  is  so  porous  and 
unstable  that  3  inches  of  it  has  approximately  no 
more  weight  than  the  standard  2  inches  of  bitu- 
lithic and  sealcoat.  You  would  have  also  known 
that^  the  Association  for  Standardizing  Paving 
Specifications,  an  association  of  engineers  of  over 
one  hundred  cities,  organized  expressly  for  the 
purpose,  has  classed  Topeka  in  the  same  category 
as  sheet  asphalt  requiring  an  inch  or  inch  and  a 
half  of  asphaltic  "binder"  course  under  the  wearing 
surface  and  that  in  the  proceedings  of  its  third 
annual  convention  held  at  New  Orleans  in  January, 
1912,  discussing  the  Topeka  construction,  said: 

"It  partakes  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  sheet 
asphalt  construction  in  that  a  binder  course  and 
.finer  aggregate  in  the  wearing  surface  are  provided." 

From  the  proceedings  of  the  Fourth  Annual 
Convention  of  that  association,  held  at  Pittsburg 
in  February,  1913,  we  quote: 

"Binder  course  shall  be  laid  as  called  for  in  the 
standard  specifications  for  sheet  asphalt  pave- 
ment." 

The  specifications  therein  referred  to  provide 
for  a  total  depth  of  three  inches,  which  may  be 
divided  into: 

1.  Asphalt  concrete  binder  course  and  asphalt 
wearing  surface,  each  having  a  depth  of  1$  inches,  or 

2.  A  binder  course  of  a  depth  of  1  inch  and 
asphaltic  wearing  surface  2  inches. 

Note  both  have  a  total  depth  of  3  inches. 

You  would  also  have  known  that,  after  a  most 
exhaustive  investigation  about  a  year  ago  by  two 
most  highly  respected  millionaire  citizens  of 
Portland,  Oregon,  in  connection  with  selection 
of  pavement  for  the  now  celebrated  "Columbia 
River  Highway,"  together  with  a  special  committee 
of  the  Portland  Chamber  of  Commerce,  adopted 
bitulithic  construction  under  bids  aggregating 
approximately  81,250,000,  although  Topeka  con- 
struction was  offered  for  the  same  area  at  a  cost 
of  one-fourth  million  dollars  less.  And  this  with 
practical  experience  of  both  constructions  "under 
their  very  eyes,"  )'.  e.,  in  the  city  of  Portland — 
bitulithic  after  thirteen  years  and  Topeka  after 
two  years'  use. 

You  would  also  have  had  before  you  proof  that 
the  actual  cost  of  bitulithic  of  any  given  thickness 
is  more  than  50  per  cent  greater  than  that  of 
Topeka,  eliminating  the  question  of  proper  recog- 
nition of  reasonable  profit  in  a  meritorious  inventor 
and  the  superiority  of  the  "real"  over  its  "as  good 
as"  imitator. 

If  your  honorable  Board  had  given  full  con- 
sideration to  the  samples  which  newspapers  report 
were  exhibited  to  you  by  the  chairman  of  the  De- 
partment of  Parks  and  Recreation,  you  would 
have  had  some  conception  of  the  above  facts.  We 
are  still  quite  willing  to  give  you  the  benefit  of 
practical  technical  information  which  it  has  cost 
us  millions  of  dollars  and  a  life  study  of  a  large 
organization  to  learn,  if  you  indicate  you  care  to 
receive  the  same  and  treat    it   fairly. 

During  the  past  ten  days  while  Boston  has  been 
wrangling  over  the  question  of  an  expenditure  of 
less  than  850,000  for  reconstruction  of  its  main 
arterial   boulevard   (Commonwealth  avenue),  com- 


mittees from  three  counties  of  as  many  western 
states  have  been  to  Boston  —  the  home  of  bitu- 
lithic —  to  inspect  our  work  and  laboratory,  the 
committees  of  these  three  counties,  representing 
in  the  aggregate  an  early  expenditure  of  over 
$5,000,000  in  improved  highways,  and  all  have 
gone  back  and  reported  to  their  constituents  that 
the  Warren  construction  is  the  best  found  anywhere 
on  their  exhaustive  investigations  of  over  fifteen 
states.  And  yet  Boston  with  Dartmouth  street 
bitulithic  thirteen  years  old  under  its  eye  is  looking 
for  "something  cheap,"  which  other  communities 
after  having  had  "cheap"  experience  are  rejecting. 
We  quote  as  follows  from  statement  we  made  to 
the  Boston  Finance  Commission  August  10,  1915: 
"  Warren  Brothers  Company  has  324  Boston 
stockholders  and  employs  on  its  staff  under  regular 
salary  ninety-nine  persons,  who  reside  in  or  within 
ten  miles  of  Boston,  not  including  mechanics  nor 
laborers.  The  salaries  and  labor  pay  roll  paid  in 
or  within  ten  miles  of  Boston  amounted  in  the 
year  ending  July  1,  1915,  to  more  than  three 
times  the  average  yearly  business  of  all  kinds 
entrusted  to  us  by  the  City  of  Boston  during  the 
past  five  years.  Quite  properly  much  effort  and 
money  is  being  expended  in  an  endeavor  to  bring 
new  industries  to  Boston,  and  it  would  seem  equally 
proper  that  those  large  industiies  already  located 
here  should  be  given  substantial  recognition." 

All  of  these  conditions  have  relatively  progressed 
during  the  intervening  year. 

As  published  in  the  daily  papers  9i  Saturday, 
June  3d,  at  the  meeting  of  your  Honorable  Board, 
held  on  the  previous  day,  some  sensational  things 
were  said,  which  seem  to  demand  reply  from  us. 
Reference  was  made  to  "  a  joker  that  bars  active 
competition  and  favors  the  patented  bitulithic 
paving  manufactured  by  Warren  Brothers  Com- 
pany." 

Much  more  of  the  same  sort  from  the  same 
source,  taking  a  prominent  place  in  nearly  if  not 
all  your  proceedings  of  t  he  past  month,  is  in  effect 
a  charge  unsupported,  untrue  and  unjustified  that 
Warren  Brothers.  Company  is  in  collusion  with 
department  officials  on  the  matter  of  pavement 
specifications.  Even  the  expressions  "frame  up" 
and  "rake  off"  have  been  used. 

The  fact  is  that,  at  no  time,  has  any  officer  or 
employee  of  Warren  Brothers  Company  been 
consulted  by  any  official  of  any  department  of  the 
City  of  Boston  other  than  to  be  asked  to  furnish 
copy  of  its  standard,  latest,  most  improved  specifi- 
cation for  bitulithic  pavement.  If  we  had  been 
consulted  and  had  any  influence  in  t  he  matter  of 
specifications  for  other  forms  of  pavement,  they 
would  have  been  very  different  from  those  which 
have  been  adopted  from  time  to  time. 

Warren  Brothers  Company  has  given  very  little 
attention  to  the  present  discussion  in  the  City  of 
Boston  as  to  pavement  specifications  for  the 
reason  that  the  largest  business  we  have  done  in 
the  City  of  Boston  in  any  one  of  the  fourteen  years 
since  we  laid  bitulithic  on  Hancock  and  Dartmouth 
streets  is  less  than  two  thirds  of  one  per  cent  of 
our  large  business.  In  four  cities  on  the  Mexican 
border  line  of  Texas  and  Arizona  we  are  this  year 
laying  an  aggregate  of  bitulithic  pavement  greater 
than  the  total  of  all  new  pavements  of  all  kinds 
laid  in  the  City,  of  Boston  during  the  past  ten 
years. 

During  the  past  ten  years  the  city  of  Pcrtland, 
Oregon,  and  its  surrounding  county  of  Multnomah 
alone,  has  laid  an  area  of  bitulithic  pavement  more 
than  five  times  as  great  as  the  area  of  pavement 
of  all  kinds  of  smooth  pavements  of  so-called  per- 
manent types,  including  bitulithic,  brick,  ereosoted 
wood  block  and  asphalt,  laid  in  the  City  of  Boston 
during  the  same  period. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Warren  Brothioks  Company, 

George  C.  Warren, 
Presidenl . 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALARIES  OF  ROXBURY  COURT  OKI  1(  !ERS 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  for  Coun.  Ballantyno  offered 
an  order  -That  chapter  2ii2  of  the  General  Acts 
of  191(5,  entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  the  Salarie 
of  the  Clerk  and  First  Assistant  Clerk  ol  tie- 
Municipal   Court   of   the    Roxbury    District    of   the 

Citj  of  Boston"    -!»■  and  hereby  is  accepted, 
Referred  to  the  Exeou'tive  Committee, 
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SALARY.  OF   ROXBURY   JUSTICE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  for  Coun.  Ballantyne  offered 
an  order — That  chapter  263  of  the  General  Acts 
of  1916,  entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  the  Salary 
of  the  Justice  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  Rox- 
bury  District  of  the  City  of  Boston" — be  and 
hereby  is  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALARIES   OF   SOUTH   BOSTON 
COURT   OFFICIALS. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order — That  chapter 
261  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled  "An  Act 
Relative  to  the  Salaries  of  the  Justice,  Clerk  and 
Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the 
South  Boston  District  of  the  City  of  Boston" — 
be  and  hereby  is  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


HOURS   OF   LABOR,  PUBLIC  EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order — That 
section  1  of  chapter  240  of  the  General  Acts  of 
1916,  entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  the  Hours  of 
Labor  of  Public  Employees  and  Persons  Employed 
on  Public  Works"  be  and  hereby  is  accepted. 

Referred*o  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.21  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  4.43  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Levme  Brothers  (re- 
ferred today)  for  permit  to  sell ,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  11A  Essex  street,  Ward  5 — that  a  permit  be 
granted. 


Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  communication  from  Warren 
Asphalt  Company  (referred  today)  in  relation  to 
paving  material,  etc. — that  the  same  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

(3)  Report  on  petition  of  estate  of  Ellen  Dennis 
et  al.  (referred  1915)  for  sidewalks  on  Hastings 
street,  Ward  23 — recommending  the  passage  of  an 
order  for  sidewalks  on  both  sides  of  Hastings 
street,  between  Centre  and  Montview  streets, 
Ward  23,  the  same  to  be  of  artificial  stone  with 
granite  edgestone. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  March  27)  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  advertise 
for  site  for  police  station  in  Roslindale — recom- 
mending passage  of  order  in  following  new  drpft: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  select 
a  suitable  site  for  a  police  station  in  Roslindale, 
and  to  submit  to  the  City  Council  an  estimate  as 
to  1  he  cost  of  same. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4, 
unfinished  business,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the  Mayor 
May  31,  1916,  viz.: 

1.  Thomas  Fee,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

2.  Matthew  J.  Peters,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

3.  Arthur  J.  Kirley,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

4.  Walter  M.  Lowe,  to  be  a  Weigher. of  Boilers 
and  Heavy  Machinery. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Attridge  and  Coleman.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  east  5,  yeas  5,  and  the  several 
appointments  were  confirmed. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration, hoping  that  the  same  would  not  pre- 
vail.    Lost. 


Adjourned  at  4.47  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLLINS,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  19,  at  thiee 
o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 
Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Wednesday,  June  14,  1916. 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  12.30  p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent HAG  AN  in  the  chair.  Absent — Coun. 
Coulthurst,  Kenny,  Storrow. 

The  Clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting,  viz.: 

June  13,  1916. 
A  special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  will  be  held 
in  its  chamber.  City  Hall,  on  Wednesday,  June  14, 
1916,  at  12.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering loan  orders  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

By  order  of  the  President, 

James  Donovan,  City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  McDONALD,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  April  17)  for  appropriation 
of  $12,000  for  improvement  of  Carolina  Avenue 
Playground — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  given  its 
first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  date. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  April  17)  for  appropriation 
of  .$165,000  for  High  Pressure  Fire  Service,  under 


provisions  of  chapter  312,  Acts  of  1911 — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  given  its 
first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  date. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  orders  (referred  April  17)  for  appropria- 
tions of  $300,000  for  Highways,  Making  of,  under 
provisions  of  chapter  393,  Acts  of  1906,  and 
$500,000  for  Highways,  Making  of,  under  provisions 
of  chapter  661,  Acts  of  1912 — that  the  orders 
ought  to  pass. 

In  connection  with  the  order  for  $500,000  Coun. 
McDONALD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  following-named  streets  be 
and  hereby  are  designated  for  improvements  or 
construction,  as  hereinafter  specified,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  chapter  661  of  the  Acts  of 
1912,  viz.: 

Hyde  Park  avenue,  widening $175,000 

Norfolk  street,  Dorchester,  widening.  .  .  .     125,000 
Belgrade    avenue,   extension,    and   Beech 

street,  widening 100,000 

Chelsea  street,  Charlestown,  widening .  .  .     100,000 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders  were 
given  their  first  readings  and  passed,  yeas  6,  naysO. 

The  orders  will  take  their  final  reading  not  less 
than  fourteen  days  from  date. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  McDONALD  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meet- 
ing,   hoping   that    the    same    would   not   prevail. 

I.osl 


Adjourned  at  12.48  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
McDONALD,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  19,  at 
three  o'clock  p.  m.  • 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  June  19,  1910. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Ballantyne  and  Coulthurst. 


JURORS   DRAWN.    \ 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  being  absent),  viz.: 

Twenty-two  grand  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  July  3,  1916:    . 

William  D.  MacKenzie,  Ward  21;  John  J.  Me- 
Morrow,  Ward  10;  Frederick  B.  Washburn,  Ward 
20;  Jesse  W.  Bird,  Ward  10;  Charles  J.  Shepherd, 
Ward  18;  Lewis.  Pelser,  Ward  19;  Francis  H. 
Allen,  Ward' 23;  Abraham  Saunders,  Ward  20; 
Ashley  K.  Hayden,  Ward  20;  Edward  H.  Brunet, 
Ward  21;  Patrick  J.  Horan,  Ward  23;  Michael 
Fanning,  Ward  16;  Chester  Bridden,  Ward  21; 
William  L.  Metzger,  Ward  19;  Walter  1.  Garland, 
Ward  22;  James  Hickie,  Ward  10;  Samuel  M. 
Miller,  Ward  9;  Charles  H.  Ballard,  Ward  21; 
James  J.  Dale,  Ward  25;  Leander  Lawson,  Ward 
25;  Edward  J.  Barrett,  Ward  22;  Michael  F. 
Moran,  Ward  26. 

Forty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  July  5,  1916. 

William  I.  Monroe,  Ward  25;  Thomas  M. 
Norton,  Ward  1;  Frans  G.  Freidholm,  Ward  24: 
Alvah  P.  Chandler,  Ward  23;  John  J.  Killilea, 
Ward  26;  George  E.  Litchfield,  Ward  24;  Martin 
Murphy,  Ward  12;  Robert  J.  Culbert.  Ward  21; 
William  S.  Edwards,  Ward  21;  i  Jacob  Stressenger, 
Ward  26;  James  M.  Savory,  Ward  25;  Julius 
Lichtenstein,  Ward  23;  Wilbur  J.  Hatch,  Ward  24; 
William  H.  Winnett,  Ward  3;  Patrick  F.  Moran, 
Ward  24;  Joseph  Ganak,  Ward  8;  John  A. 
Robinson,  Jr.,  Ward  11;  Charles  Gane,  Ward  25; 
Arthur  H.  Sampson,  Ward  25;  Timothy  McCarthy, 
Ward  5;  Henry  H.  Jones,  Ward  12;  Harold  A. 
Pitman,  Ward  11;  Francesco  A.  Cotillo,'  Ward  6; 
Edmund  R.  Cross,  Ward  19;  Isaac  Brown,  Ward  24; 
Harry  T.  Drummond,  Ward  17;  John  O'Brien, 
Ward  14;  James  W.  Fenner,  Ward  16;  Harry  H. 
Miller,  Ward  21;  John  T.  Ryan,' Ward  1;  Frank 
Reed,  Ward  IS;  Frank  Sauer,  Ward  22;  Chester 
H.  Jones,  Ward  1;  Sidney  E.  Shuman,  Ward  25; 
Edward  Wormser,  Ward  10;  John  J.  Conhellev, 
Ward  20;  Louis  T.  Lutzio,  Ward  19;  Eugene 
McGillicuddy,  Ward  21;  Herbert  E.  Nichols, 
Ward  14;  John  Slattery,  Ward  17;  James  E. 
Tourney,  Ward  8;  Patrick  G.  McKenna,  Ward  20; 
Ernest  W.  Perry,  Ward  12;  Joseph  Thorlcv.  Jr., 
Ward  24;  Cornelius  Sullivan,  Ward  9;  Paul  C.  M. 
M.  Koppen,  Ward  8. 


REMOVAL   OF    CONSTABLES. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston., 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  19,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — You  are  hereby  notified  that  I  have 
this  day  removed  from  the  office  of  Constable  of 
the  City  of  Boston  the  following-named  persons 
for  the  reason  that  they  have  not  filed  the  bond 
required  under  their  appointments,  viz.: 

Allen  Borofsky,  Michael  Cangiano,  Anglio  M. 
Crcsta,  Philip  R.  Dinsmore,  Bavil  S.  Kenerson, 
Gusteen  I.  Kenerson,  William  J.  MoCluskey, 
William  H.  Monks,  Walter  J.  Hope,  Patrick  F. 
Powers. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1917: 


1.  Charles  P.  Jacobs,  28  Oriole  street,  West 
Roxbury,  a  Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Charles  J.' 
Jacobs  Company. 

2.  Weighers  of  Goods;  Measurers  of  ■  Wood; 
and  Bark,  Weighers,  of  Boilers  and  Heavy- 
Machinery,  Measurers  of  Grain,  Weighers  of  Beef 
and  Weighers  of  Coal  for  the  Donovan  Con- 
tracting Company: 

John  Mahoney,  18  Gould  street;  Wakefield; 
Michael  McLaughlin,  3  Se.aver  street,  East  Bos- 
ton; James  Shea,  14  Sargent  avenue,  Somerville; 
John  F.  Donovan,  10  Usher  road,  West  Medford. 

3.  Inspectors  of  Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  and 
.Straw  for  the  Donovan  Contracting. Company : 

James  E..  Shea,  117  Baldwin  street,  Charlestown.; 
Michael  F.  McLaughlin,  3  Seaver  street,  East 
Boston;  John  F.  ,  Mahoney,  18  Gould  stree.t, 
Wakefield. 

■  4.  Weighers!  of  Coal,  Measurers  of  Wood  and 
Bark,  Weighers  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery, 
Measurers  of  Grain,  and  Weighers  of.  Beef  for  the 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad: 

Thomas  F.  Kelley,  161  Linwood  street,  Somer- 
ville; Eugene  Sheridan,  133  Fenn°  street,  Revere; 
John  Dunn,  32  Tremont  street,  Cuarlestowa; 
Robert  Fulton,  255  Highland  avenue.  Somen  ille; 
Fred  R.  ,  Segee,  228  Winthrop  avenue,  Revere; 
Mark  M.  Manning,  23  Pearl  street,  Charlestown; 
Fred  P.  Wood,  Ellwood  place,  Maiden;  Michael 
Collins,  16  Seminary  street,  Charlestown;  Jeremiah 
Sullivan,'  9 A  Bunker  Hill  street,  Charlestown; 
Benjamin  Hay.  50  Grove  street,  Chelsea;  James  H. 
Donovan,  16  Baxter  street,  Melrose;  Allan  Wright, 
23  Auburn  street,  Charlestown;  Patrick  F.  Brennan, 
276  Riverside  avenue,.  Medford;  William  W. 
Gordon,  29  Payson  street,  Revere;  Michael  J. 
McCann,  .75,  Plain  street,  Lowell;  Edward.  J. 
McCarthy,  75  Warren  street,  Arlington;  Patrick 
J.  Conroy,  244  West  Fifth  street.  South  Boston; 
Grant  Dunn,  24  Wicklock  avenue,  Medford;  John 
Galloway,  70  Medford  street,  Charlestown.   . 

Severallv  laid  over  under  the  law. 
,;.'..'..•'.". 


TRANSFER   FOR  POLICE  STATION, 
DORCHESTER. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  19,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council:  ■ 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion received  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  requesting  the  transfer  of  $2,500  from 
the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Building,  City 
Square,  to  the  appropriation  for  Police  Station, 
Dorchester,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying '"order.' 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department,  June  5,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir,-J— I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  new  Police  Station  19,  on  Morton 
street,  Dorchester,  has  been  completed  arid  oc- 
cupied by  the  Police  Department  for' some  time, 
and  the  grounds  surrounding  same  have  never 
been  put  in  proper  condition. 

The  department  has  received  a  communication 
from  the  Police  Department  to  this  effect,  re- 
questing that  we  take  same  in  hand.  I  submit 
the  following  estimate  which  was  received  from 
the  architect  of  the  building,  showing  an  itemized 
statement  of  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  and  the 
cost  thereof: 

Iron  fence  and  foundations,  403  feet  at 
'  $2     _'.        :        .  .        .        .      $800  00 

Granolithic  sidewalk,  1,560    square    feet  ■ 

at  18  cents        ...  280  SO 

Granolithic     driveway,      1,647     square 

feet  at  18  cents        ...        .        .        .        296  46 

Granolithic    driveway    (opposite    side), 

1,221  square  feet  at  18  cents  .  .  220  32 
Retaining  wall,  60  cubic  yards  at  $11.34,  680  40 
Granite  curbing,  S4  linear  feet  at  $2.50,  210  00 
Filling,  loam  and  seeding  ....  700  00 
Plumbing,     installing    two    catch-basins 

and  pipes         . .        .        .        .        .        .        130  00 

Architect's  fee      .        ...        .        .        200  00 


$3,523  9S 


181 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


I  also  wish  to  add  that  there  is  a  balance  of  the 
old  appropriation  in  the  sum  of  about  $1,000 
remaining.  This  would  leave  about  $2,500  to  be 
provided,  if  you  wish  to  carry  this  work  to  com- 
pletion. 

Awaiting  your  pleasure  in  the  premises,  I  am, 
Yours  respectfully, 

Fred  C.  Ward, 
Acting  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

June  12,  1910. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Regarding  the  accompanying  com- 
munication, the  same  having  reference  to  the  cost 
of  placing  the  grounds  surrounding  the  new  Police 
Station  No.  19,  on  Morton  street,  Dorchester, 
in  proper  condition,  I  wish  to  add  that  money 
to  meet  same  could  be  provided  by  making  a 
transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  Municipal 
Building,  City  Square,  of  which  there  is  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  about  $8,000,  to  the  appropria- 
tion, Police  Station,  Dorchester. 

If  same  meets  with  your  approval,  I  would 
recommend  that  the  sum  of  $2,500  be  transferred 
from  the  appropriation,  Municipal  Building, 
City  Square,  to  the  appropriation,  Police  Station, 
Dorchester. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Richard  A.  Lynch, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $2,500  from  the 
appropriation  for  Municipal  Building,  City  Square, 
to  the  appropriation  for  Police  Station,  Dorchester. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TARGET   PRACTICE,    MASSACHUSETTS 
MILITIA. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  19,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  and  recom- 
mend for  passage  the  accompanying  order  making 
the  usual  allotments  for  target  practice  for  the 
Massachusetts   Volunteer   Militia. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  hereby  authorized  to  furnish  the 
necessary  facilities  for  target  practice  for  the  troops 
of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  stationed  in 
Boston  during  the  present  season,  on  the  approval 
of  their  respective  commanding  officers,  not  exceed- 
ing the  following  amounts  to  each  organization: 

To  the  Corps  Coast  Artillery $1,020  00 

To  the  Sixth  Infantry ....  180  00 

To  the  Fifth  Infantry 450  00 

To  the  Ninth  Infantry 1,040  00 

First  Corps  Cadets 600  00 

First  Squadron  Cavalry 850  00 

First  Field  Artillery 100  00 

First  Field  Battalion,  Signal  Troops 100  00 

Naval  Battalion 540  00 

First  Brigade ■■ 5  00 

Second  Brigade 5  00 

Staff  Corps  and  departments 110  00 

$5,000  00 


The  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALARY  FOR  EMPLOYEES  ON  MILITARY 
DUTY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  19,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I   submit   for   your    consideration 
the  accompanying  order  which,  if  passed,  will  be 


simply  an  act  of  social  justice  that  must  commend 
itself  to  all  right  thinking  citizens. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  employees  of  the  city  called  to 
perform  military  duty  by  the  United  States  be 
granted  three  months'  leave  of  absence  without 
loss  of  pay. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

R.  W.  Emery,  to  be  paid  for  a  garbage  barrel 
broken  by  a  city  employee  at  226  Bay  State  road. 

H.  W.  Smith,  to  be  paid  for  a  boiler  at  10  Maple 
park,  which  collapsed  because  of  the  turning  off 
and  on  of  water  in  Centre  street. 

Mary  E.  Field,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  at  junction  of  B  and  Sixth  streets. 

Julia  C.  Ahern,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  at  2  Sylvia  street. 

Angelina  M.  Cepezzuto,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  at  the  East  Boston  Ferry. 

Ida  L.  Bell,  for  compensation  for  grade  damages 
at  18  Warren  avenue,  Hyde  Park. 

Catherine  McGinnis,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  because  of  a  fall  at  junction  of 
Boylston  and  Tremont  streets. 

Mrs.  Ida  L.  Robinson,  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  16-18  Humphrey  place  by  water  being 
turned  off  and  on. 

Brookline  Trust  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  automobile  by  a  team  of  the  Public 
Works  Department. 

James  McDermott  and  Walter  Spratt,  for 
hearings  on  their  claims  for  damages  at  140  D 
street  and  at  39  W.  Seventh  street,  respectively. 

Mrs.  Alice  Handley,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  a  nail  in  thoroughfare  in  Quincy 
Market. 

Celia  Cohen,  for  compensation  for  damages  to 
flour  by  backing  up  of  sewage  at  10  Wall  street. 

Frederick  F.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  by  a  patrol  wagon. 

John  J.  Curran,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  for 
damages  caused  by  the  stopping  up  of  sewer  at 
3141  Washington  street. 

^  Vincenzo  Bonzagni  et  al.,  trustees,  that  the 
city  build  a  retaining  wall  on  its  land  adjoining 
47-55  Putnam  street. 

Executive. 

Petitions  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 

John  Ferry,  Michael  Monaghan,  Patrick 
Brobson,  Edward  Balfe,  John  Carroll. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amuse- 
ment, viz.: 

Edna  A.  Sanford,  Huntington  Chambers  Hall, 
evening  of  June  23. 

May  E.  Black,  Steinert  Hall,  evening  of  June  26. 

Lilla  Viles  Wyman,  Hotel  Somerset,  evening  of 
June  26. 

Catherine  M.  Madison,  Whitten  Hall,  evening  of 
June  29. 

Petitions  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at  various 
locations,  viz. : 

Glodt  &  Sisson,  78  Dover  street,  Ward  6. 
Hyman  Glcssinger,  73  Dover  street,  Ward  6. 
Giovanno  Mongardi,  7  Prince  street,  Ward  5. 


STORAGE  OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Helen  W.  McElwain,  keeping  of  gasolene,  390 
Beacon  street. 

Bay  State  Tire  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  rear  306  Columbus  avenue. 

James  Gormley,  keeping  of  gasolene,  2004 
Columbus  avenue. 

James  R.  Gormley,  keeping  of  gasolene,  2012 
Columbus  avenue. 

Blefler  Contracting  Company,  keeping  of  gaso- 
lene, corner  Day  and  Heath  streets. 
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W.  Bowman  Cutter,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
1855  Dorchester  avenue. 

Joseph  Aronson,  keeping  of  gasolene,  82  Howland 
street. 

Taxi  Service  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  49-G5  Lansdowne  street. 

Warner  &  Co.,  keeping  of  gasolene,  8  Liberty 
street. 

Orlando  B.  Lailer,  keeping  of  gasolene,  15  Moul- 
trie street. 

Michael  Meehan,  keeping  of  gasolene,  24  Oak- 
dale  street. 

T.  Seh-Poekel,  keeping  of.  gasolene,  11  Philip 
street. 

Myer  Dana,  keeping  of  gasolene,  250  Seaver 
street. 

W.  Bowman  Cutter,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
2377  Washington  street. 

J.  Homer  Pierce  et  al.,  trustees,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  610  Columbia  road. 

Charles  F.  Tirrell,  keeping  of  gasolene,  157 
Brighton  avenue. 

Boston  Oil  and  Gasolene  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  10  Green  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Boston  Oil  and  Gasolene  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  148  Berkeley  street. 

United  Injector  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
23  Watson  street. 

Massachusetts  Automobile  Club  Trust,  keeping 
and  sale  of  gasolene,  corner  Stuart  and  Clarendon 
streets. 

Florence  A.  Collins,  keeping  of  gasolene,  41 
Tremlett  street. 

The  Atlantic  Works,  80  Border  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  Constables'  bonds  of 
Matthew  J.  Peters  and  James  C.  Ruhl. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


APPROVAL  OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  of  approval  of  appointments  by  the 
Mayor,  viz.: 

Rev.  Arthur  T.  Connolly,  Library  Trustee. 

William  P.  Fowler,  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

Joseph  P.  Lomasney,  Schoolhouse  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF  HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  June  20,  at  9.45  a.  'm., 
on  petition  of  the  Summer  Street  Extension  Trust 
for  track  locations  on  Fargo  street,  South  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


GRANTING   OF  TRACK   LOCATION. 

A  copy  of  an  order  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  street  Commissioners  granting  the  American 
Sugar  Refining  Company  a  track  location  on 
Granite  street,  South  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK  SCHEDULE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  reporting  cost  of  con- 
struction of  artificial  stone  sidewalks  along  estates 
bordering  on  Rowe,  Canterbury  and  Seymour 
streets,  Ward  23,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
$1,022.72,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  fore- 
going schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed 
the  sums  set  against  their  respective  names  as  their 
proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing 
artificial  stone  sidewalks  along  estates  bordering 
on  Rowe,  Canterbury  and  Seymour  streets,  Ward 
23,  and  the  same  is  ordered  to  be  certified  and 
notices  given  to  the  parties  as  aforesaid,  the 
amount  being  $511.30. 

Coun.  STOKROW— Mr.  President,  I  have  not 
gathered  enough  experience  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Council  to  understand  that  order, 
but,  as  it  relates  to  streets  and  I  have  not  been 
impressed  in  every  instance  with  the  wisdom  with 


which  the  street  problem  was  being  dealt  with  in 
Boston,  I  wonder  if  that  had  not  better  be  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  so  that  we  can  have 
a  little  time  to  look  into  it.  I  make  that  motion. 
The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


LOAN   ORDERS   IN   FORCE. 
The  following  communications  were  received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  June  19,  191G. 
To  the  City  Council : 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  order  for  a  loan 
of  $500,000  for  Highways,  Making  of,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  661  of  the  Acts  of  1912,  filed 
by  the  Mayor  with  the  City  Clerk  April  17,  1916, 
not  having  been  rejected  or  withdrawn  within  sixty 
days  after  the  date  of  said  filing,  was  in  force  on 
June  17,  1916,  as  if  adopted  by  the  City  Council, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of 
1909. 

Respectfully, 
James  Donovan,  City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  June  19,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  order  for  a  loan 
of  $300,000  for  Highways,  Making  of,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  393  of  the  Acts  of  1906,  filed 
by  the  Mayor  with  the  City  Clerk  April  17,  1916, 
not  having  been  rejected  or  withdrawn  within  sixty 
days  after  the  date  of  said  filing,  was  in  force  on 
June  17,  1916,  as  if  adopted  by  the  City  Council, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of 
1909. 

Respectfully, 
James  Donovan,  City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  June  19,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  order  for  a 
loan  of  $165,000  for  High  Pressure  Fire  Service, 
filed  by  the  Mayor  with  the  City  Clerk  April  17, 
1916,  not  having  been  rejected  or  withdrawn 
within  sixty  days  after  the  date  of  said  filing,  was 
in  force  on  June  17,  1916,  as  if  adopted  by  the 
Citv  Council,  under  the  provisions  of  section  2  of 
chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909. 

Respectfully, 
James  Donovan,  City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  June  19,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  order  for  a  loan 
of  $12,000  for  the  improvement  of  Carolina  Ave- 
nue Playground,  filed  by  the  Mayor  with  the  City 
Clerk  April  17,  1916,  not  having  been  rejected  or 
withdrawn   within   sixty   days   after   the   date   of 
said  filing,  was  in  force  on  June   17,   1916,   as  if 
adopted  by  the  City  Council,  under  the  provisions 
of  section  2  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909. 
Respectfully, 
James  Donovan,  City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 


RIGHTS   OF   CITY   COUNCIL. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  June  12,  1916. 
Hon.  James  Donovan,  City  Clerk: 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communication 
from  you,  dated  June  1,  to  the  effect  that  at  the 
meeting  of  the  City  Council  on  May  31  a  vote  wa.s 
passed  which  referred  to  an  informal  opinion  fur- 
nished by  me  to  a  member  of  the  Council  "as  to  the 
rights  of  the  City  Council  to  make  specific  appro- 
priations for  street  repairs  and  improvements," 
and  requested  me  to  give  the  Council  a  formal 
opinion   on   that  subject. 

The  questions  considered  in  the  memorandum 
referred  to  were  the  following: 

1.  Is  the  specification  of  the  particular  streets 
upon  which  a  special  appropriation  of  monev  de- 
rived from  taxes  shall  be  made  executive  or  admin- 
istrative business  in  the  sense  in  which  that  phrase 
is  used  in  section  8  of  the  Charter  Amendments  of 
1909,  prohibiting  the  City  Council  from  directly 
or  indirectly  taking  part  in  such  matters? 
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.2.  ;,  Can.  the  City  Council  amend  a  budget  sub- 
mitted by  , the  Mayor  by  substituting  items  which 
are  more  specific  and  detailed  and  which  amount 
to  a  greater  sum  in  the  aggregate? 

3.  If  such  an  amendment  to  a  budget  sub- 
mitted by  the  Mayor  is  lawful,  is  it  fairly  open  to 
the  charge  of  logrolling? 

My  answer  to  the  first  question  is  no,  and  to  the 
second,  yes.  The  answer  to  the  third  question 
depends,  I  think,  upon  the  character  of  the  specific 
items  incorporated  in  the  amendment. 

1.     The  Question  of  Specific  Appropriations. 

The  appropriation  of  money  for  particular  pur- 
poses and  the  designation  of  such  purposes  is 
ordinarily  and  universally  regarded  as  a  function 
of  .the  legislative  branch  of  a  city  government. 
This  is  so  in  every. city  in  Massachusetts  and  else- 
where in  this  country.  It  was  so  in  this  city  after 
the  passage  of-  the1  Charter  Amendment  of  188.5, 
chapter  266,  section  12,  which  {so  far  as  the 
question  here  under  consideration  is  concerned)  is 
exactly  the  same  as  section  8  of  the  Amendments 
of  1909.  The  appropriations  made  year  by  year 
from  1885  on  will  show  innumerable  instances  in 
which  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  have  appro- 
priated money  from  taxes  or  revenue  for  the  re- 
construction or  repair  of  specific  streets,  buildings, 
playgrounds,  etc.  '  There  are  probably  hundreds 
of  such  instances  between  1885  and  1909;  cover- 
ing-allthe  departments  of  the  administration. 

A  similar  question  could  be  raised  as  to  whether 
the  appropriation  of  money  raised  by  loan  for 
specifically  designated  purposes,  as  for  a  particular 
building,  playground  or  street,  was  an. interference 
with  the  executive  business  of  the  city  under,  the 
Charter  Amendments  of  1885  and  1909;  for  the 
prohibition  against,  interfering  with  executive  work 
applies  to  all  appropriations,  not  only  to  those 
derived  from  taxes  but  to  those  obtained  from 
loans  as  well.  Here  again  the  precedents  must  be 
overwhelming  in  number  against  the  proposition 
that  inserting  such  details  in  a  loan  order  is  taking 
part  in  the  executive  or  administrative  business  of 
the  city  within  the  prohibition  referred  to. 

I  have  not  had  time  to  make  an  exhaustive 
examination  of  all  the  precedents  to  be  found  in 
the  orders  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  from 
1885  to  date,  but  the   following  have  been  noted: 

a.  Large  appropriations  from  taxes  for  street 
construction  or  street  repairs  have  occasionally 
been  made  and  divided  into  separate  items  for 
particular  streets.  Thus  in  the  fiscal  year  1891-92 
there  was  one  such  order  with  175  items;  in  1900-01 
an  order  with  11  such  items  and  in  1901-02  an 
order  with  22. 

b.  Since  the  Act  of  1909  specific  appropriations 
from  taxes  have  been  made  by  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  for  repairs  to  designated  bridges  in 
7  cases,  and  for  repairs  to  a  particular  boat  be- 
longing to  the  city. 

,e.  Transfers  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
from  appropriations  (exclusive  of  transfers  from 
the  Reserve  Fund)  to  be  met  from  taxes,  to  specific 
purposes,  such  as  repairs  on  particular  buildings, 
"etc.,  have  been  made  since  the  Act  of  1909 — in  7 
eases  for  the  rebuilding,of  particular  bridges — ■ 
in  _  3  cases  for  reconstruction  upon  particular 
buildings — and  in  1  case  for  repairs  upon  a  ferry- 
boat. 

d.  Innumerable  appropriations  since  1909 
have  been  noted  for  other  specific  objects,  both 
directly  out  of  the  tax  levy  and  by  transfer  from 
other  appropriations  chargeable  to  the  same 
(except  the  Reserve  Fund),  and  by  loan. 

e.  The  same  practices  obtained  between  1885 
and  1909. 

.  /.  Loan  orders  have  continuously  and  almost 
invariably  been  divided  into  specific  appropria- 
tions for  particular  designated  purposes.  I  find 
that  such  orders  for  the  resurfacing  or  recon- 
struction of  particular  streets  were  passed  in  the 
fiscal  years  1897-98,.  1898-99,  1899-1900,  1903-04' 
1904-05;  1906-07  and-1909-10. 

Specific  appropriations  by  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  from  taxes  have  probably  not  been  made 
so.  frequently  since  the ,  Charter  Amendments  of 
1909  as  before;  but  this  is  not  because  of  any 
change  in  the  law  affecting  the  right  of  the  City 
Council  to  appropriate  money  from  taxes  or  loans 
for  expenditure  upon  particular  buildings,  streets, 
playgrounds,,  etc.  There  has  been  no  change  in 
the  provisions  of  law  affecting  this  question. 
Whatever  change  in  practice  has  taken  place  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  under  the  Act  of  1909  all  the 
appropriations  from  taxes  or  revenue  must  origi- 
nate with   the  Mayor,  and  it  may  well  be  that 


since  that  date  the  Mayor  has  not  chosen  to  send 
down  many  appropriation  orders  in  detailed  form 
and  that  the  City  Council  has  not  seen  fit  to  amend 
them  by  specifying  the  particular  objects  of  expendi- 
ture. It  may  also  be  that  there  has  been  very 
little  money  to  expend  for  specific  purposes  out- 
side that  included  in  the  general  department  ap- 
propriations. 

It  is  understood  that  the  subject  of  discussion 
here  is  a  specific  appropriation  for  a  particular 
building,  street,  etc.,  and  not  the  general  appro- 
priations for  the  maintenance  of  the  several 
departments. 

It  may  be  concluded  with  great  confidence  that 
the  City  Council  has  under  the  present  charter 
full  power  to  specify  the  purposes  for  which  specific 
appropriations  may  be  expended,  subject  only 
to  such  limitations  as  are  implied  in  section  3  of 
the  Amendments  of  1909  respecting  the  right  to 
originate  or  amend  a  budget. 

2.  The  Right  of  the  City  Council  to  Amend  a 
Budget  Submitted  by  the  Mayor.,, 

Section  2  of  the  Act  of  1909  provides  that  either 
the  Mayor  or  the  City  Council  may  originate  a 
loan  order;  but  section  3  prohibits  the  City  Council 
from  originating  a  budget  to  be  met  from  taxes  or 
revenue.  The  right  to  do  this  is  vested  exclusively 
in  the  Mayor,  and  the  functions  of  the  City  Council 
are  confined  to  reducing  or  rejecting  any  item  con- 
tained in  the  budget  submitted  by  the  Mayor,  or 
to  increasing  such  budget  or  adding  items  thereto, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor.  The  exact 
language  of  this  clause  is  important  and  is  as 
follows: 

"The  City  Council  may  reduce  or  reject  any 
item,  but  without  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  shall 
not  increase  any  item  in,  nor  the  total  of  the  budget, 
nor  add  any  item  thereto." 

The  plain  intent  of  this  clause  would  seem  to  be 
that  the  City  Council  may  either  reduce  or  reject 
items,  or,  if  the  Mayor  approves,  may  add  items 
or  increase  them  or  increase  the  total. 

It  is,  therefore,  competent  for  the  City  Council 
to  reject  all  the  items  of  any  budget  that  may  be 
sent  down  by  the  Mayor  and  to  substitute  other 
items  with  the  same  or  a  larger  or  smaller  aggregate 
as  they  see  fit,  and  send  the  budget  back  to  the 
Mayor  in  this  form.  In  this  event,  the  amended 
budget  becomes  operative  if  the  Mayor  approves 
it,  otherwise  it  goes  for  nothing,  whether  the  Mayor 
formally  disapproves  it  or  not.  See  opinion  of 
the  Corporation  Counsel  of  February  10,  1910, 
printed  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  City  Council  for 
1915,  page"  142. 

3.     The  Question  of  Logrolling. 

By  a  logrolled  appropriation  I  understand 
one  which  is  made  up  of  a  large  number  of  sepa- 
rate items,  each  inserted  for  the  political  benefit 
of  some  member  or  group  of  the  appropriating 
body  or  their  respective  constituents.  The  phrase 
has  no  proper  application  to  a  budget,  which, 
however  detailed,  is  made  up  with  regard  to  the 
general  interests  of  the  city  as  a  whole  rather  than 
to  the  special  interest,  political  or  otherwise,  of 
the  individual  members. 

The  practice  of  logrolling  has  been  the  bane  of 
every  city  government  in  the  country  Which 
operates  under  a  charter  which  subjects  a  veto  of 
the  Mayor  to  be  overridden  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  the  City  Council  or  denies  him  the  right  to  veto 
items.  It  ought  not,  however,  to  exist — or,  if  it 
does  exist,  the  extent  of  the  evil  ought  to  be 
negligible— under  a  charter  which  gives  the  Mayor 
full  concurrent  power  over  both  items  and, aggre- 
gates in  an  appropriation  order. 

In  this  city,  under  the  charter  of  1854,, the  Mayor 
had  the  ordinary  qualified  power  of  veto,  and  this 
proved  to  be  no  bar  to  logrolling.  The  Charter 
Amendments  of  1885  gave  him  the  right  to  yeto 
items:  but  this  also  was  an  ineffectual  barrier  to 
the  practice,  because  combinations  of  the  City 
Council  could  still  be  formed,  and  if  they,  could 
control  two-thirds  of,  both  branches  they  epuld 
pass  any  kind  of  an  appropriation  over  the  Mayor's 
veto..  To  put  an  end  to  the  evil  altogether,  the 
Charter  Amendments  of  1909  not  only  gave  the 
Mayor  the  right  to  reduce  items  in  the  loan  bill, 
and  the  sole  right  to  originate  appropriations  from 
taxes,  but  also  an  absolute  power  of  veto,,  and 
further  substituted  a  small  single  chamber  coun- 
cil of  nine  persons,  elected  at  large,  for  the  double 
chamber  city  council  of  eighty-eight  members, 
elected  mostly  by  districts,  which ,  was  then  in 
office.     These  changes  ought  theoretically  to  have 
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abolished  the  evil  of  logrolling  in  this  city,  and  I 
believe  they  have  done  so.  At  least  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  complaint  of  such  conduct  has  been 
brought  against  the  City  Council  since  the  charter 
of  1909  went  into  effect. 

It  is,  of  course,  conceivable  that  even  under 
the  present  charter  a  majority  of  the  nine  members 
of  the'City  Council  may  combine  by  logrolling  to 
pass  an  appropriation  order  which  is  made  up 
more  with  regard  to  local  and  special  interests 
than  to  the  needs  of  the  city  as  a  whole.  If, 
however,  this  is  not  the  case,  and  the  amendments 
to  the  budget  consist  of  items  which  on  their  face 
or  in  fact  have  been  selected  with  a  view  -to  the 
general  interests  of  the  people  of  the  city  as  a 
whole  rather  than  to  the  interests  of  particular 
localities,  districts,  wards  or  individuals,  I  do  not 
see  how  the  charge  of  logrolling  can  fairly  be 
made  against  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

Nathan  Matthews. 

Placed  on  file. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  would  move 
that  the  City  Clerk  be  requested  to  send  to  each 
member,  of  the  City  Council  a  copy  of  that  com- 
munication, forthwith. 

Coun.  Kenny's  motion  was  carried. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  MoDONALD  said: 
..  Mr.  President,  we  received  today  a  communica- 
tion from  ex-Mayor  Matthews  giving  his  opinion 
as  to  the  rights  of  the  City  Council  to  deal  with 
budget  making,  and  I  desire  permission  to  nave 
printed  with  that  opinion  a  communication  sent 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  by  then  Mayor  Matthews 
in  1893,  on  page  139  of  the  City  Council  Minutes, 
and  an  opinion  given  to  then  Mayor  Matthews  by 
Corporation  Counsel  Babson  dealing  with  this 
same  subject.  I  ask  that  they  be  printed  in  con- 
nection with  the  communication  sent  to  us  today 
by  ex-Mayor  Matthews. 

There  being  no  objection,  Coun.  McDonald's 
request  was  declared  granted. 

The  communication  and  opinion  of  1893,  referred 
to  above  by  Coun.  McDonald,  were  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston,  Office  of  the  Mayor, 

City  Hall,  February  13,  1893. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  character  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation bill,  which  I  return  herewith  duly  ap- 
proved, seems  to  call  for  comment. 

Park  and  Assessing  Departments. 

The  appropriations  for  these  two  departments 
are  too  small,  as  more  fully  appears  in  the  com- 
munications from  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors  and  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners  hereto  appended. 

As,  however,  I  have  been  requested  by  the 
Committees  on  Finance  and  Appropriations,  sitting 
jointly,  to  see  that  enough  is  saved  in  other  depart- 
ments to  avoid  a  deficiency  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  in  case  it  shall  be  determined  to  transfer 
sufficient  sums  to  these  appropriations  to  enable 
the  departments  to  be  managed  upon  the  scale 
with  which  the  public  is  familiar,  I  have  decided 
to  sign  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  City  Council. 

Lamp  Department. 
The  appropriation  for  the  Lamp  Department 
will,  of  course,  necessitate  a  reduction  in  the  price 
paid  for  lighting  the  streets;  and  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Lamps  has  this  day  advertised  for 
proposals. 

The  Street  Department. 
The  appropriation  for  this  department  (namely, 
$2,228,000)  was  divided  by  the  City  Council  into 
twelve  items,  as  follows: 

Central  Office $20,000 

Bridge  Division 135,000 

Cambridge  Bridges  Division 13,000 

Watering  Division 1(111,0(11) 

Paving  Division. 

For  compensation  of  laborers 
and  subordinates  receiving 
$2.25  or  less  per  day $300,000 

For  other  department  ex- 
penses   , 550,000 


950,000 


Sanitary  Division. 

For  compensation  of  laborers 
and  subordinates  receiving 
$2.25  or  less  per  day $317,000 

For  other  department  ex- 
penses   . ; 153,000 


Sewer  Division. 

For  compensation  of  laborers 
and  subordinates  reoeiving 
$2.25  or  less  per  day. $288,000 

For  other  department  ex- 
penses       62,000 


Street-Cleaning  Division.  ' 
For  compensation  of  laborers 
and    subordinates    receiving 

$2.25  or  less  per  day $249,000 

For     other     department     ex- 
penses.      41,000 


$470,000 


350,000 


290,000 
$2,228,000 

This  attempt  to  specify  in  detail  how  the  appro- 
priation for  this  department  shall  be  expended 
would  be  disastrous  alike  to  the  interests,  of  the 
city  as  a  corporation  and  to  the  employees  of  the 
department,  were  it  not,  fortunately,  illegal  and 
inoperative. 

I  append  a  letter  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  stating  what  the  effect  upon  the  Paving 
Division  would  be  of  a  literal  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  the  appropriation  order. 

The  appropriation  for  the  Sewer  Division  is 
intended  solely  for  repairs,  jobbing,  construction 
of  catch-basins,  and  the  niaintenan.ee  of  the  ,main 
drainage  works,  including  large  amounts  of  coal 
and  other  supplies — in  short,  for  the  maintenance 
of  our  sewerag?,.  system.  The  appropriation 
allowed  for  this  purpose  was  $350,000,  of  which 
I  am  informed  $150,000  at  least  must  be  expended 
for  materials  and  supplies,  leaving  $200,000  for 
labor, — a  sufficient  sum  for  this  particular  purpose. 
The  cost  of  new  construction,  both  for  labor  and 
materials,  is  charged  entirely  to  loans,  and  cannot 
under  the  law,  as  explained  in  a  recent  message, 
be  charged  to  the  annual  appropriation  for  the 
Sewer  Division. 

Instead,  however,  of  $150,000  for  materials, 
supplies,  and  salaries,  and  $200,000  for  labor,  the 
appropriation  order  as  it  reads  would  allow  only 
$02,000  for  all  the,  expenses  of  the  division,  except 
for  laborers  receiving  $2.25  per  day  or  less;  whije 
assigning  $288,000  for  the  payment  of  laborers  of 
this  class,  although  the  actual  amount  required 
for  all  classes  of  labor  is  only  $200,000.  Such  an 
apportionment  would  not  only  result  in  enforced 
idleness  on  the  part  of  a  large  number  of  the  Sewer 
Division  employees,  who  would  have  no  materials 
to  work  with,  ami  a  corresponding  waste  of  the 
public  money,  but  would  cause  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  wages  paid  to  the  employees  of 
this  division.  Many  of  these  employees  are 
highly  skilled  laborers  receiving  much  more  than 
$2.25  per  day.  I  find  that  about  43  per  cent,  of 
the  total  amount,  paid  for  labor  during  the  year 
just  closed  by  this  division,  was  to  men  who.  re- 
ceived more  than  $2.25  per  day.  In  other  words, 
of  the  total  appropriation  of, $350,000  the  portion 
assigned  to  the  payment  of  laborers  receiving 
more  than  $2:25  per  day  should  be  $80,000,  and 
the  amount  for  laborers  under  $2.25  per  day, 
$114,000;>  making  $200,000  in  all  for, labor,  and 
leaving  $150,000  for  materials,  salaries,  and 
supplies.  The  City  Council,  however,  lias  been 
induced  to  appropriate  only  $02,000  for  all  bills, 
salaries,  supplies,  and  labor  in  excess  of  $2.25  per 
d'ay,  or  $24,000  less  than  the  amount  that,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  pay  for  skilled  labor  alone. 

Neither  will  it  help  matters  to  assume  that  the 
expenses  of  this  division,  either  for  labor  in  escces 
of  $2.25  per  day,  or  lor  materials  and  supplies, 
can  be  met  by  loan;  for  as,  explained  in  my  mes- 
sage of  February  9,  1S93,  all  moneys  raised  by  loan 
must,  be  devoted  exclusively  to  construction  and 
works  of  permanent  improvement,,  and  canuol   lie 

used  for  maintenance  or  other  current  expenses. 

The  appropriation  for  the  Street-Cleaning  Divi- 
sion is  open  to  similar  objections, 

The  amount,  expended  in  this  division  during  the 
fiscal  year  just  closed  was  $288,320.42,  divided  as 
follows; 


bailor  Under  $2,25  per  da\ 
Labor  over  $2.25  per  day 


$187,522  08 
37,302   15 
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while  the  remaining  $03,495.29  went  for  materials- 
supplies,  teams,  salaries,  etc.  The  appropriation 
order,  however,  has  allowed  only  $41,000  for  items 
which  during  the  year  just  closed  cost  the  eity 
$100,797.44.  If  this  appropriation  were  to  stand, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  discharge  most  of  the 
hired  teams,  to  reduce  the  material  and  supplies 
necessary  for  the  work  of  the  division,  and  to 
employ  a  very  much  smaller  number  of  men  at 
wages  in  excess  of  $2.25  per  day;  or  else  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  the  employees  of  the  division  all 
around. 

The  appropriation  for  the  Sanitary  Division  has 
also  been  arranged  in  such  manner  as  to  paralyze 
the  work  of  the  department.  There  was  spent  last 
year  for  materials,  supplies,  teams,  etc.,  $173,- 
738.06,  and  for  wages  of  men  receiving  more  than 
$2.25  per  clay,  $40,682.43,  a  total  of  $214,421.09; 
whereas  the  present  appropriation  order  allows 
only  $153,000  for  these  purposes.  A  compliance 
with  its  terms  would  therefore  involve  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  teams,  a  reduction  in  the  amount 
of  materials  and  supplies  necessary  for  effective 
labor,  or  a  reduction  in  wages. 

It  is  plain  that  if  the  department  were  bound  by 
the  manner  in  which  the  City  Council  has 
attempted  to  divide  the  appropriation  for  the 
Street  Department,  either  the  work  would  be 
seriously  crippled  and  embarrassed  or  a  large 
reduction  be  necessitated  in  the  wages  paid  for 
labor. 

The  suggestion  that  these  results  could  be 
avoided  by  assuming  that  loans  would  in  due 
course  be  passed  by  the  City  Council,  which  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  could  rely  upon  in  ad- 
vance of  their  passage,  is  founded  upon  a  gross  mis- 
conception of  public  duty,  and  would  be  a  direct 
violation  of  the  ordinances. 

The  Superintendent  of  Streets  calls  attention  in 
his  letter  to  Section  12  of  Chapter  3  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1892,  which  prohibits  heads  of  de- 
partments from  incurring  any  expenditure  or 
liability  on  behalf  of  the  city  until  an  appropria- 
tion to  meet  the  same,  together  with  all  other 
expenditures  and  liabilities  which  he  intends  to 
make  or  incur,  and  which  are  properly  chargeable 
to  the  same  appropriation,  has  been  made  therefor. 

So  long  as  this  administration  remains  in  office, 
no  head  of  a  department  will  be  allowed  to  violate 
this  ordinance  or  the  elementary  principle  of  finance 
upon  which  it  is  founded. 

Under  the  present  laws  and  ordinances  relating 
to  municipal  loans,  no  borrowed  money  can  be 
used  for  current  expenses,  and  no  loan  for  any  pur- 
pose can  be  relied  upon  until  it  has  been  passed  by 
the  City  Council  and  approved  by  the  Mayor. 

The  Law  of  the  Case. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  how- 
ever, the  appropriation  for  the  Street  Department 
is  a  single  appropriation  of  $2,22N,000,  divisible 
and  applicable  in  such  manner  as  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets  and  the  Mayor  may  decide.  The 
attempt  to  divide  the  appropriation  up  into  so  much 
for  labor  under  $2.25  per  day,  and  so  much  for 
other  expenses,  is  to  be  considered  simply  as  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council  as  to  how  the  total  appropriation  should  be 
expended.  This  expression  of  opinion,  though 
doubtless  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  employees 
of  the  department,  must,  for  the  reasons  stated, 
be  disregarded. 

I  noticed  upon  reading  the  debate  in  the  Council 
upon  this  appropriation  order  that  there  was  con- 
siderable difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  right  of  the 
City  Council  under  the  charter  amendments  of 
1885  to  appropriate  moneys  specifically  for  labor, 
and  that  there  was  seemingly  a  conflict  in  the 
different  opinions  which  had  been  rendered  upon 
this  subject  by  the  different  Corporation  Counsels 
of  the  city  during  the  past  eight  years.  These 
opinions  are,  however,  all  consistent  with  that  of 
the  present  Corporation  Counsel  hereto  annexed 
(Appendix  3). 

The  City  Council  has  undoubtedly  the  right  to 
specify  how  much  money  shall  be  expended  by  any 
department,  how  much  of  that  appropriation  shall 
be  devoted  to  work  or  labor,  and  how  much  to 
salaries,  materials,  and  other  items  of  expenditure. 
By  work  or  labor  used  in  this  connection,  however, 
is  meant,  ni5t  day  labor  as  distinct  from  contract 
labor,  but  work  as  distinguished  from  materials  or 
salaries.  The  City  Council  can  specify  the  objects 
of  expenditure  but  not  the  methods;  it  can  pre- 
scribe how  much  of  an  appropriation  shall  be 
spent  upon  work  or  labor  as  distinguished  from  the 


purchase  of  supplies,  but  it  cannot  indicate  whether 
that  work  shall  be  done  by  contract  or  by  day  labor. 
Much  less  can  the  City  Council  prescribe,  directly 
or  indirectly,  the  scale  of  wages  which  shall  be 
established  by  the  department. 

In  other  words,  an  appropriation  divided,  so 
much  for  labor  and  so  much  for  materials,  would 
stand;  but  the  word  "labor"  used  in  such  connec- 
tion would  mean  simply  work  of  all  kinds,  whether 
executed  by  contract  or  by  day  labor;  while  an  at- 
tempt to  indicate  how  this  labor  shall  be  employed, 
whether  through  contractors  or  directly  by  the 
department,  and  how  much  it  shall  be  paid, 
would  be  invalid. 

Number  of  Employees. 
This  whole  controversy  seems  to  have  arisen  out 
of  the  mistaken  idea,  advanced  by  uninformed 
persons,  that  there  had  been  a  wholesale  substitu- 
tion of  contract  for  day  labor  in  this  department, 
and  that  less  men  were  employed  directly  by  the 
department  than  in  the  past. 

The  facts  are  that  the  total  amount  paid  for 
wages  and  salaries  by  the  Street  Department  in 
1S91  and  1892  was  $3,071,169.73,  which  was 
$701,275.33  jnore  than  was  paid  in  wages  and 
salaries  during  the  years  1889  and  1890. 

The  total  number  of  persons  employed  in  the 
department  at  this  time  of  the  year  for  the  past  five 
vears  is  shown  bv  the  following  table: 

February  10,  1889 1,612 

1890 1,720 

1891 1,709 

1892 1,980 

1893 2,031 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  Matthews,  Jr., 

Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Corporation  Counsel, 

February  4,  1893. 
Hon.  Nathan  Matthews,  Jr., 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston: 
Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  by  you  to 
the  appropriation  orders  just  passed  by  the  City 
Council,  and  my  opinion  asked  as  to  whether  all 
the  items  of  that  part  of  the  bill  which  makes 
appropriations  for  the  different  branches  of  the 
street  department  are  legal  and  in  proper  form. 
I  understand  that  the  particular  items  referred  to 
are  these: 

Paving  Division. 
For  compensation   of   laborers   and  sub- 
ordinates  receiving    $2.25   or   less   per 
day $300,000 

Sanitary  Division. 
For   compensation   of   laborers   and  sub- 
ordinates  receiving    $2.25    or   less   per 
day $317,000 

Sewer  Division. 
F'or   compensation   of   laborers   and  sub- 
ordinates  receiving   $2.25    or   less   per 
day $288,000 

Street-Cleaning  Division. 
For   compensation   of    laborers    and   sub- 
ordinates  receiving    $2.25   or   less   per 
day $249,000 

By  the  amendments  of  the  city  charter,  passed 
in  1885,  the  executive  power  of.  the  city  govern- 
ment was  separated  from  the  legislative,  and  was 
placed  in  the  Mayor,  to  be  exercised  through  the 
heads  of  the  different  departments.  In  order  to 
make  certain  that  the  legislative  branch  should 
not  encroach  on  the  executive,  it  was  provided, 
among  other  things,  that  "Neither  the  City 
Council  nor  either  branch  thereof,  nor  any  mem- 
ber or  committee  thereof  or  of  either  branch 
thereof,  shall  directly  or  indirectly  take  part  in 
the  employment  of  labor,  the  making  of  contracts, 
or  the  purchase  of  materials  or  supplies,"  and  it 
becomes  necessary,  in  deciding  the  matter  sub- 
mitted to  me,  to  consider  whether  the  limitations 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriations  for  the 
paving,  sewer,  sanitary,  and  street-cleaning  divi- 
sions of  the  Street  Department  are  in  contraven- 
tion of  this  provision  of  the  city  charter. 

Under  the  provisions  of  these  several  appro- 
priations, if  valid,  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
cannot  employ  men  at  a  higher  rate  than  $2.25  per 


JUNE    19,    1916. 


3  86 


day,  and  pay  them  from  these  appropriations. 
That  is,  the  City  Council  tries  to  fix  by  these  items 
of  the  bill  a  maximum  rate  of  wages  for  laborers 
in  the  different  branches  of  the  Street  Department. 
In  the  sewer  department  there  must  be  frequent 
occasion  to  hire  masons  and  other  mechanics,  and 
in  the  paving  division  pavers,  none  of  whom  could 
be  hired  and  paid  from  these  appropriations 
unless  they  would  agree  to  work  for  $2.25  a  day 
or  less.  Undoubtedly  other  funds  are  appropriated 
for  the  Street  Department  from  which  employees 
may  be  paid,  but  the  appropriation  bill  in  its 
present  form  seemingly  establishes  a  precedent 
for  the  City  Council's  fixing  in  an  appropriation 
bill  either  a  maximum  or  minimum  rate  of  wages 
for  city  laborers.  This  Council  may  have  been 
liberal  in  its  ideas  of  a  maximum  rate  of  wages  for 
laborers;  the  next  City  Council  might  be  less 
liberal  and  make  an  appropriation  for  laborers 
paid  less  than  $1.50  a  day;  the  next  one  might  be 
still  more  liberal  and  make  an  appropriation  for 
laborers  to  be  paid  not  less  than  $3  a  day,  and 
in  this  indirect  way  each  City  Council  would  be 
enabled  to  take  part  in  the  employment  of  labor 
by  fixing  every  year  the  rate  of  wages  to  be  paid 
by  the  departments.  The  City  Council,  being 
prohibited  by  the  city  charter  from  taking  part, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  employment  of  labor, 
has  no  authority  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
laborers  receiving  $2.25  per  day  or  less,  and  the 
items  in  the  appropriation  order  containing  such 
limitations  would  be  illegal,  were  it  not  for  the  fact 
that  the  appropriation  for  the  Street  Department 
is  an  entire  appropriation  of  $2,228,000,  which 
the  City  Council  divides  into  different  sub-appro- 
priations, giving  authority  to  the  'City  Auditor 
to  transfer,  upon  the  request  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  from 
any  one  of  these  sub-appropriations,  to  any 
other  current  expense  of  the  Street  Department. 
That  is,  having  indicated  its  idea  of  how  the 
money  should  be  spent,  the  City  Council  gives  the 
executive  authority  to  expend  the  whole  $2,228,000 
appropriated  for  current  expenses  of  the  Street 
Department  for  any  current  expense  of  that 
department. 

You  inquire  of  me  as  to  whether  the  City  Council 
can  legally  appropriate  a  specific  sum  for  labor 
in  the  Street  Department.  If  you  mean  to  ask, 
can  the  City  Council  make  an  appropriation  of  a 
specific  sum  for  the  employment  of  laborers  or 
any  class  of  laborers,  I  reply,  No.  If  the  word 
"labor"  is  used  in  its  ordinary  signification  as 
synonymous  with  work,  then  a  more  doubtful 
question  is  presented,  which  I  shall  have  to  answer 
at  some  length  in  order  to  make  my  meaning  clear. 
By  Section  10  of  Chapter  27  of  the  Public  Statutes, 
which  is  the  statute  authorizing  appropriations 
for  the  making  and  repair  of  town  ways  and 
highways,  money  can  be  appropriated  for  labor 
and  materials  to  be  used  in  making  and  repairing 
town  ways  and  highways.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  the  City  Council  can  make  a  specific  appro- 
priation for  labor  or  work  and  materials  to  be  used 
in  making  or  repairing  the  streets.  It  can  probably, 
although  this  is  more  doubtful,  make  a  specific 
appropriation  for  labor  to  be  done  on  the  streets, 
if,  in  the  same  appropriation  bill,  there  is  an  item 
appropriating  for  materials  to  be  used  in  such 
work  a  sufficient  amount,  so  that  the  surveyors 
of  highways  will  not  be  hampered  in  performing 
their  statute  duty  of  expending  the  money  so 
appropriated  in  keeping  all  the  streets  and  ways  in 
Boston  reasonably  safe  and  convenient  for  public 
travel.  The  State  has  imposed  upon  cities  and 
towns  the  duty  of  keeping  all  the  ways  therein 
reasonably  safe  and  convenient  for  public  travel. 
Section  3  of  Chapter  52  of  the  Public  Statutes  pro- 
vides that  towns  shall  grant  and  vote  such  sums 
of  money  as  are  necessary  for  making  and  repair- 
ing highways  and  town  W'ays,  and  such  money  shall 
be  carefully  and  judiciously  expended  in  making 
and  repairing  said  ways  by  the  road  commissioners 
or  by  the  surveyors  of  highways.  This  statute 
makes  highway  surveyors  public  officers  charged 
with  a  public  duty,  and  a  town  or  city  cannot,  by 
the  form  of  its  appropriation,  take  away  the  dis- 
cretion vested  in  the  highway  surveyors,  to  care- 
fully and  judiciously  expend  the  money  appropri- 
ated. It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  City  Council 
cannot  legally  make  an  appropriation  which  directs 
the  Mayor  and  Superintendent  of  Streets,  who 
have  now  by  ^  statute  the  executive  powers  of 
surveyors  of  highways,  to  employ  laborers  by  the 
day  or  to  let  out  the  work  by  contract.  It  can 
only,  by  some  apt  form  of  words,  appropriate 
money  to  be  expended  by  the  executive    branch 


for  work  or  materials  used  in  making  or  repairing 
the  streets. 

Before  the  amendments  of  1885,  when  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  were  surveyors  of  highways,  the  City 
Council  could  not  direct  in  any  way  how  the 
money  appropriated  for  the  laying  out  and  repair 
of  streets  was  to  be  spent;  the  town  meeting 
could  not  direct  the  surveyors  of  highways  as  to 
how  they  should  expend  the  money  the  town  had 
appropriated  for  highways.  Much  less  since  1885 
can  the  City  Council  legally  limit  the  discretion 
of  the  Mayor  and  Superintendent  of  Streets  as 
to  whether  the  labor  on  the  streets  should  be  done 
by  workmen  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  or  by  laborers  under  a 
contractor  hired  to  do  the  work  which  the  City 
Council  had  directed  to  be  done,  and  had  made  an 
appropriation  for. 

This  question  has  been  considered  by  my  pre- 
decessors,— by  Mr.  Healy,  by  reason  of  disputes 
between  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common 
Council,  prior  to  1885,  and  since  that  time,  by 
Messrs.  Nettleton  and  Richardson,  in  connection 
with  the  proper  form  of  appropriations  for  the  mak- 
ing and  repair  of  streets, — and  the  uniform  current 
of  all  their  opinions  has  been  in  the  direction  which 
I  have  indicated  above. 

Very  truly, 

Thomas  M.  Babson, 
Corporation  Counsel. 


COMMUNICATION   CONCERNING    STREET 
PAVING. 

The  following  copy  of  communication  to  the 
Finance  Commission  was  received: 

June  7,  1916. 
To  the  Finance  Commission: 

We  understand  from  current  newspaper  reports 
that  the  City  Council  of  Boston  has  referred  to 
your  honorable  body  the  question  whether  in 
specifying  bitulithic  pavement  two  (2)  inches  in 
thickness  and  so-called  "Topeka"  pavement  and 
sheet  asphalt  pavement  three  (3)  inches  in  thick- 
ness, the  two  latter  pavements  are  not  placed  at 
a  disadvantage  as  compared  with  bitulithic. 

In  your  consideration  of  this  matter,  we  respect- 
fully refer  you  to  our  letter  of  August  10,  1915, 
and  to  a  subsequent  conference  at  our  laboratory 
where  it  was  clearly  demonstrated  to  you  that  the 
weight  per  square  yard  of  the  three  forms  of 
pavement  two  (2)  inches  in  thickness  after  com- 
pression was  as  follows: 

Bitulithic,  including  seal-coat,  286  pounds 
approximately.  , 

Topeka,  209  pounds  approximately. 

Sheet  asphalt,  200  pounds  approximately. 

It  is  self-evident  that  from  the  standpoint  of 
weight  alone,  bitulithic  pavement  cannot  compete 
in  price  with  either  Topeka  or  sheet  asphalt  of 
the  same  thickness.  Such  a  requirement  is  clearly 
more  unfair  to  bitulithic  from  the  standpoint  of 
weight  alone  than  to  provide  for  two  (2)  inch 
bitulithic,  and  three  (3)  inch  sheet  asphalt  and 
Topeka  surface,  where  the  weight  (using  lj-inch 
open  binder  and  lj-ihch  top)  would  be  as  follows: 

Bitulithic,  286  pounds. 

Topeka,  300  pounds. 

Sheet  asphalt,  293  pounds.  _ 

You  will  note  that  2  inches  of  bitulithic 
weighs  practically  the  same  as  3  inches  of  either 
sheet  asphalt  or  Topeka.  These  figures  can 
readily  be  proven  by  any  person  experienced  in 
such  matters.  One  of  the  inherent  advantages 
which  bitulithic  pavement  offers  as  against  the 
other  two  forms  of  construction  is  its  superior 
density  secured  by  the  scientific  manipulation  of 
the  materials  so  that  3  inches  of  material  as  used 
in  Topeka  and  sheet  asphalt  is  compressed  into 
2  inches  as  used  in  bitulithic  construction.  By 
reason  of  its  structure  the  bitulithic  pavement  is 
more  waterproof,  less  slippery,  less  likely  to  shove 
or  creep  and  in  many  other  respects  more  suitable 
for  traffic  conditions  than  either  of  the  other  two 
forms  of  construction. 

From  the  standpoint  of  cost,  due  to  relative 
weight  of  materials  alone,  bitulithic  pavement 
2  inches  in  thickness  is  practically  on  a  par  with 
sheet  asphalt  or  Topeka  3  inches  in  thickness, 
but.  in  many  other  respects  the  cost  of  bitulithic 
pavement  is  greater  than  that  of  sheet  asphalt  or 
Topeka  of  the  same  depth.]  as  is  pointed  out  on 
page  14  of  our  letter  of  August  10,  1915,  some  of 
which  we  reitcrato  as  follows: 
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1.  The  mineral  aggregate  in  bitulithic  pave- 
ment is  practically  all  crushed  stone,  whereas  in 
sheet  asphalt  it  is  all  sand,  and  in  Topeka  it  is 
nearly  all  sand  with  a  small  amount  (less  than  10 
per  cent,  between  £  inch  and  J  inch,  in  size)  of 
crushed  screenings.  Stone  of. suitable  quality  for 
bitulithic  pavement  in  Boston  costs  about  three 
times  as  much  as.  sand. 

'"■2.  As  stone  isp  more  difficult  to  handle  than  is 
sand,  the  cost  of  labor  in  handling  materials  at1  the 
plant  and  laying  on  the  street  is  at  least  twice  aS 
great  in  bitulithic  as  in  the  other  two  pavements. 

3.  The  cost  of  haul  is  50~per  cent  greater  in 
the  case  of  bitulithic,  because  of  additional  weight 
of  material  moved. 

4.  In  bitulithic  pavement  construction  a 
flush-coat  of  bituminous  cement  and  crushed 
stone  is  used,  which  adds  materially  to  the  cost 
and  is  hot  used  in  either'  sheet  asphalt  or  Topekal 

.5,  Heavier  machinery,  which  is  more  expensive 
in  first  cost  and  in  cost  of  operation,  is  required 
for  properly  manufacturing  and  laying  bitulithic 
pavement  than,  is  required  for  either  sheet  asphalt 
or  Topeka. 

.  6..  Only  thehest  grades  of  materials  of  all  kinds 
are  U3ed  in  bitulithic  construction,  because  the 
quality  of  the  pavements,  laid  is  our  chief  business 
asset  and  we  have  no  incentive  to  sacrifice  quality 
for  a  saving  in  cost. 

7.  We  have  a  large  organization  of  experts  in 
the  bituminous  paving  industry  which  is  available 
to  cities  that  purchase  bitulithic  pavement,  and 
every  possible  care  is  taken  in  construction  and 
laboratory  supervision  to  insure  the  best  results. 
This  service  is  rendered  at  great  expense,  and  is 
not  duplicated  by  any  bituminous  paving  con- 
tractor in  the  United  States: 

For  the  reasons  above  given,  we  beg  to  respect- 
fully submit  that  from  the  standpoint  of  first  cost 
bitulithic  surface  2  inches  in  thickness  cannot 
compete  ,  in  prices  with  either  sheet  asphalt  of 
Topeka  ; 3  inches  in  thickness,  and  that  such, a 
requirement  in  the  specifications  simply  ..reduces 
somewhat  the  difference  in.  price  between  bitu- 
lithic and  the  .other  two  forms  of  construction. 

If,  in  order  to  secure  contracts  for  bitulithic 
pavement  2  inches  thick,  we  were  required  to  do 
the  work  at  as  low  prices  as  sheet  asphalt  or  Topeka 
3  inches  thick  could  have  been  secured,  for,  >we 
would  have,  received  practically  none  of  the  40,- 
600,000  square  yards  (about  2,500  miles),  of.  con- 
tracts for  bitulithic  pavements  laid  in  over  450 
cities  of. the  United  States  and  Canada,  during  the 
past,  fifteen  years..  During  the  past  five  years 
less  than  one  per  cent  of  our  business  has  been  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  Most  cities  in  buying  pave- 
s  ments  give  careful  consideration  to  many  other 
factors  equally  as  important  as  the  first  cost, 
particularly  those  cities  in  which  the  property 
owners  benefited  pay  a. large  part  or  all  of  the  cost 
and  have  the  voice  in  selecting  the  character  of 
pavement  to  be  used* 

Although  insinuations  have  been  made  to  the 
contrary,  we  wish  to  state  that  this  company,  has 
not  been  consulted  by  any  city  official  of  Boston 
as  to  the  form  of  specifications  which  have  been 
adopted  from  time  to.  time  for.  sheet  asphalt, 
Topeka  or  any  form  of  pavement  other,  than 
bitulithic.  ,  If  our  advice  had  been  asked,  it  would 
have  been  conscientiously  given,  and  if  followed, 
would  have  resulted  in  material  benefit  to  the  city. 

In  adopting  Topeka  specifications  as  one  of  its 
standards,  the  Association  for  Standardizing 
Paving  .  Specifications  (now  merged'  .  with  the 
American  Society  of  Municipal  Improvements) 
at , its  Fourth  Annual  Convention  held  at  Pitts- 
burgh February  24-28,  1913, '  recommended,  that 
"a  binder,  course  should  be  laid  as  called  for  under 
the  Standard  Specifications  for  Sheet  Asphalt 
Pavements."  :  If  quality  and  service  over  a  period 
of  years' are, to  , be  considered  an.  important  factor 
in  awarding  paving  .contracts,  it  would  clearly 
be  to  the  advantage  of  Warren  Brothers  Company 
that  Topeka  and  sheet,  asphalt  pavements  be  laid 
only  2  inches,  thick  and  "without  a  binder  course, 
such,  construction  would  be  decidedly  inferior 
and  the  deterioration  in  length  of  service  would 
make  these  pavements  less  of  a  factor  in  com- 
petition with  bitulithic  than  if  better  construction 
wereused.  t  . 

.  This  company  is  proud-of  the  bitulithic, pave- 
ments it  lias  laid  in  the  City  of  Boston  and  else; 
where,:  and  is  satisfied  that  they  compare,  favorably 
with »any  other  pavements,  cost  and;  utility,  con- 
sidered. (!Our  transactions  with  the  city-have  a.t 
all  times  been  fair  and  honorable,  and  our  charges 


reasonable  for  the  service  rendered.  Our  business 
is  not  in  any  respect  dependent  upon  the  charity  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  all  we  ask  from  the  city  is 
fair  play.  We  trust  that  your  report  to  the  City 
Council  will  state  the  facts  in  such  a  way  that  there 
be  no  occasion  for  the  further  use  of  our  business 
as  a  political  football. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Waehen  Brothers  Company, 

by  Ralph  L.  Warren, 

General'  Manager. 

P.  S.:  If  you  desire  confirmation  in  official  form 
of  any  of  the  facts  stated  in  this  letter,  we  will  be 
pleased  to  supply  sajne  in  as  condensed  form  as 
possible. 

Warren  Brothers  Company. 


Boston,  June  12,  1910. 
Tothe  Finance  Commission: 

Gentlemen, — We  beg  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  report,  presumably  made  June  8,  to  the  City 
Council  of  Boston,  in  the  matter  of  Bardwell 
street,  D.unster  road,  Halifax  and  Moraine  streets 
and  Parkton  road  paving  specifications  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  statement  therein  made,  as  follows: 

"The  actual  cost  to  the  manufacturers  for  labor, 
materials  and  plant  investment  is,  according  to 
the  estimate  of  our  consulting  engineer,,  about  the 
same  for  bitulithic.  and  Topeka  mixtures,  approxi- 
mately 32  cents  per  square  yard  per  inch  of  thick- 
ness of  surface  material,  that  is,,  if  a  2-inch  surface 
is  applied  the  cost -is  64  cents  per  square  yard,  but, 
if  a  2-inch  surface  is  applied  for  bitulithic  and 
3  inches  for  Topeka,  the  cost  is  64  cents  for  bitu- 
lithic and  96  for, Topeka." 

This  statement  from  your  "  Consulting  Engineer" 
is  absolutely  false. 

As  to  the  relative  cost  of  bitulithic,  Topeka  and 
sheet  asphalt  of  the  same  thickness,  we  wrote  you 
on.  June  7,  1916,  and  we  now  challenge  your  con- 
sulting engineer  to  show  wherein  the ,  statements 
made  in  our  letter  of  June  7,  1916,  are  incorrect 
As  pointed  out  jn  that  letter,  the  cost  of  bitulithic 
pavement  2  inches  in  thickness  is  much  greater 
than  the  cost  of  either  Topeka  or.  sheet  asphalt 
of  the  same  thickness  and  is  not  "about  the  same 
for  bitulithic .  and  Topeka  mixtures,"  as  stated  by 
your  consulting  engineer. 

We  appreciate  that  your  honorable  commission 
must  depend!  in  technical  matters,  to  a  large  extent 
upon  advice  received  from  your  consulting  en- 
gineer, but  it  is  particularly  unfortunate  that 
at,  this  time  when  the  paving  of  Boston  streets 
seems  to  have  become  a  matter  of  political  con- 
troversy that  your  commission  in  its  advisory 
capacity  adopted,  probably  without  consideration, 
such  an  absurd  statement. 

During  the  years  1908  and  1909,  when  your 
consulting  engineer  was  Superintendent  of  Streets 
in  Boston,  he  contracted  for  pavements,  as  pointed 
out. in  our  letter  to  you  .of. August  10,  1915,  at  the 
billowing  prices  : 

Sheet  asphalt,  pavements,,  including  concrete 
base. and  surface  3  inches  deep  (la-inch  binder  and 
lj-inch  top),  from  $2.20  to  $2.50  per  square  yarpL 

Sheet  asphalt  pavements,  surface  only,  3  inches 
deep  (lj-iuch  binder  and TJ.-inch  top),  from  $1.50 
to  $2  per  square  yard. 

If  Topeka  mixture  2  inches  in  thickness  costs 
only  64  cents  per,  square  yard  (Topeka  being 
practically  the  same  in  construction  and  cost,  as 
sheet  asphalt),  why  should  your  consulting 
engineer  as  Superintendent  of  Streets  contract 
for  3  inches  of  sheet  asphalt  (l'-ineh  binder. and 
lj-inch  top)  at  prices  ranging  from  $1.50  to  $2  per 
square  yard  for  such  construction,  when  3  inches 
of  Topeka,  according  to  his  statement,  would  have 
cost  only  96  cents? 

Furthermore,  if  3  inches  of  asphalt  pavement 
were  not  needed,  why  was  it  specified  by  your 
consulting  engineer  when  these  contracts  were 
let?  . 

. The  statement  of  your,  consulting,  engineer 
that  ."bitulithic  and  Topeka  mixtures  cost  about 
the  same". may  be  ascribed  either  to  lack  of  in- 
formation on  his  part  as  to  the  rnethods.of  con- 
struction, weights  and  proportions  of  materials 
used,  or  to  a  .deliberate  purpose  to  misstate  the 
facts.  Why  bitulithic  costs  more  than  Topeka 
is  clearly  pointed  out  in  our  letter, to  you  of  June 
7„1916.     , 

That  your  learned  consulting  .engineer  should 
make  the   foolish   statement  that   2-inch   wearing 
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surface,  including  expense  of  laying,  costs  twice 
as  much  as  1-inch  wearing  surface,  and  that 
3-inch  wearing  surface  costs  three  times  as  much 
as  1-inch  wearing  surface  is  almost  unbelievable, 
and  shows  ignorance  of  the  facts. 

Your  consulting  engineer,  as  Superintendent 
of  Streets  of  the  City  of  Boston,  laid  a  number  of 
streets -with  brick  pavements  in  1909,  at  prices 
ranging  from  $2. GO  to  $2.75  per  square  yard,  which 
brick  pavements  are  generally  already  in  wretched 
condition.  -  ■  ••  ■  .    •• 

Bituminous  concrete,  under-' your  consulting 
engineer's  specifications,  claimed  to-  be  "as 
good  as"  bitulithic  was  laid  at  a  cost  of  67  cents 
per  square  yard  for  surface  only  in  1909,  under 
his  supervision  #nd  advice,  on  Morton  streetj 
from  Forest  Hills  street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

A  comparison  of  all  of  the  above  payernents 
with  bitulithic  pavements  laid  prior  to  and  since 
that  period  i  will  clearly  show  the  practical  com- 
parative economy  of  bitulithic  pavement.  Morton 
street  in  particular  -  has  required  very  heavy 
annual .  repairs,  and  prior  to  191.5  the  aggregate 
cost  of  repairs  is  greater  than  the  original  cost  of 
the  work  and,  what  is  vastly  more  important,  the 
street  has  been, in,  wretched  condition  during  most 
of  that  period. 

The  north  side  of  Huntington  avenue,  from 
Gainsborough  street  to  Tremont  street,,  was  laid 
in  1909  by  penetration  method,  using  Genasco 
asphalt  in  a  portion  and  Tarvia  in  the  balance, 
at  an  average  cost  of  the  two  of  $1.12  per  square 
yard.  At  all  times,  after  a  few  months  succeeding 
the  completion  of  the  work,  this  pavement  has 
been  in  unsatisfactory  condition.  Repairs  have 
been  extensive  and  large  portions  of  it  have  been 
entirely  reconstructed.  During  1914  alone  there 
was  expended  in  maintenance,  on  '  this  'w/6rk 
$16,846.34,  or  over  $1  per  square  yardr. 

Your '  consulting  engineer  when  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets  of  Boston  absolutely  excluded1 
the  use  of  bitulithic  pavement  by  cutting,  it  out 
of  the  specifications.  This  was  done  irrespective 
of  prices. 

Your  consulting  engineer  has  never  to  ■  our 
knowledge  examined  our  pavements  under  con- 
struction, and  has  never  visited  our  laboratory  or 
consulted  with  us  regarding  same  except  such 
consultation  as  was  had  in  the  presence  of  your 
honorable  commission  last  year,  when  his  prejudice 
and  attitude  against  the  representatives  of  this 
company  and  the  bitulithic  pavement  was  apparent 
to  all  who  were  present. 

Your  consulting  engirieer  did  -  hot  examine 
various  pavements  of  Boston  with  our  representa1 
tives  and  your  honorable  commission,  although  an 
invitation  was  extended  to  him  to  db.so.' 

Your  consulting  engineer  did  not  accompany 
your  commission  to  a 'demonstration  at  our  labora- 
tory as  he  was  invited  to  do. 

The  question  of  reasonable  price  for  bituminous 
pavements  was  reported  upon  to  Boston's  first 
Finance  Commission  in  June,  1911,  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Whinery,  M.  A:  S.,  C.  E.,  as  consulting  engineer 
for  it,  in  which  he  stated  that  a  reasonably  price, 
exclusive  of  excavation  and  guaranty,  for  sheet 
asphalt  pavement  on  a  6-inch  concrete  base  is 
$2.39  per  square  yard.  It  should  be  borne  -in 
mind  that  Mr.  Whinery  has  had  actual  practical 
experience  as  vice  president  in  charge  for  many 
years  of  the  Construction  of  sheet  asphalt  pave- 
ments for  one  of  the  largest 'paving  concerns  in 
the  country.  It  should  further  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  cost  of  labor  and  materials  has  greatly 
increased  since  1909. 

We  are  only  incidentally  concerned  as  to  what 
forms  of  specifications  are  adopted  by  the  City  of 
Boston,  but  we  feel  that  your  commission  should 
not  become  a  party  to  publishing  misinformation, 
which  not 'only  is  a  discredit  to  your  commission 
and  the  City  of  Boston,  but  constitutes  a  direct 
attack  upon  the  interests  of  this  company,  which 
is  recognized  throughout  America  as  a  Boston 
institution,  and  thereby  provide  for  our  competi- 
tors untrue  and  misleading  data  for  use  at  other 
places  where  more  than  99  per  e'ent  of  our  business' 
is  secured. 

We  are  submitting  this  letter,  together  with  a 
copy  of  our  letter  of  June  7,  1916,  to'  allnlembers 
of  the  City  Council  and  to  the  newspapers  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  for  such  consideration  as  they 
may  care  to  give  the  matter. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
WahWbn  Brothers  Company, 

by  Ralph  Li.   Warrkn,     i 
General  Managor.1 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT   ON   SUPERIOR   CIVIL   COURT. 
-   The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  June  15,  1916. 
To, the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  answer. to  the  request  of  the 
Mayor  that  an  examination  be  made  of  the  various 
county  departments  for  the  purpose  of  "establish- 
ing a  system  of  accounting,  auditing  and  stand- 
ardization," the  Fina'nce  Commission  submits  a 
report  on  certain  aspects  of  the  financial  condition 
of'  the  office  of  Francis  A.  Campbell,'  clerk  of :  the 
Superior  Civil  Court  for  Suffolk  County. 

When  the  commission  in  April,  1915,  began  its 
investigation  of  Mr.  Campbell's  office  he  denied 
the  commission's  right  to  investigate  it  and:  refused 
to  permit  his-  employees  >  to  testify  before  the 
commission-.  Subsequently  he  conferred  with  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  and,'  as  a  result  of 
that  conference,  the  'Chief  Justice  notified  the 
commission  that:  Mr.  Campbell  had  withdrawn 
his  objection  to  the  investigation.-   -■■     , 

The  commission  thereafter  continued  its :  in- 
vestigation of  the  clerical-work  of  Mr.  Campbell's 
office  "and  undertook  the  financial  audit  of  his 
books  in-  ■  December,-  1915.  Accordingly,  on 
December  10,  1915,  ai  firm  of  accountants  (Edwin 
S.  Morse  Company)  representing  the  Finance 
Commission  was  sent  to  examine  the  financial 
accounts  of-  Mr.  -Campbell,  bearing  a  letter-  of 
introduction  from  the  counsel  of  the  commission. 
After -trying:  for  days  to  find  Mr.-  Campbell  he 
declined  to  permit  the  examination  of  the  books 
and  the  audit, -was  consequently  delayed.  On 
December  17  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission again  sent  the  accountant  to  the  office  of 
Mr.  Campbell,  bearing  another  letter  requesting 
permission  to  examine  the  accounts,  but  Mr. 
Gaihpbell  again  refused  his  assent  to  the  examina'- 
tion.  On  December  22  a  third  letter  was  sent, 
stating  tfiat  unless  the  accountant  was  given 
access  to  certain  financial  records  of  the  office  Mr. 
Campbell  would  be  summoned  to  appear  before 
the  Finance  Commission  to  explain  his  position. 

After  further  delays,  Mr.  Campbell  was  called 
to- the  office  of -the  commission,  on  January  25, 
1916.  Pie  then  stated  that  he  had  no  objection 
to  an  examination  by  the  commission  of  all  accounts 
except  one,  and  that  he  would  not  consent  to  an 
examination  of  that  account,  remarking: 

''I  .say  you  havemothing  to  do  with  the  money 
paid  into  court,  ■  If  you  are  sensible  men  you  will 
read  the  law  and  admit  you  have  notianything  to 
doiwith  it.  Therefore,  having  nothing  to  do  with 
it, -why- should  I  allow  you  to'.do  it?" 

This-  account; -to  an  examination  of  which  Mr. 
Campbell-  objected,  related  to  money  paid  into 
court  by  litigants  to  be  held  by  him  as  clerk  of  the 
court  until  an  order  of  the  court  decided  to  whom  it 
should- be -paid.  '  Mr.  Campbell  stated  that  two 
of  the -employees  of  his  office  had  authority  to 
receive  this  money  during  his!  absence  but  that  he 
had  full:  charge  of  it  and  made  all  entries  in  the 
court  records  and  all- payments' from  the  fundv 
He  further  stated  that  the  money  constituted' a 
special  deposit  and  that  it  was  a  matter  "between 
the  cleTk  (Mr.,  Campbell)  and  the  litigants'.'-'  He 
said-  alsoi  "The  county  gets  nothing  from  it. 
Nothing  ispaid  to  the  county,"  although  he  must 
have  known  that  under  Revised- -Laws,  chapter  21, 
section  22,  and  chapter  370  of  the  Acts  of  1910 
(which  latter  act  was  passed  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Finance  Commission  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies of.  this  very  case),  he  was  required  to  place 
the  money  at  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  county 
or  for  the  litigants,  as  the  court  might  determine. 
The  act  reads  as  follows : 

"Section  1.  Money  paid  into  the  courts  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk-shall  be  placed  at  interest  by  the 
clerks  thereof,  and  the  interest  shall  be  available 
for  the  uses  of  the  county,  unless  the  Court  directs 
it'tO'be  paid  to  one  of  the 'parties  to  the  litigation 
in  connection  with  which  such  money  has  been- 
paid  into  court.  All  interest  now  or  hereafter  in 
In-  custody  of  any  clerk  of  the  said  courts,  after 
payment,  by  order  of  the  court,  of  the  principal 
fund  to  the  party  litigant  held  tube  ml  it  led  (hereto, 
shall  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  January  in  each  year 
be 'turned  ovor  to  the  collector  of  the  city  of 
Hnsion,  to-be  used -for  general  county  purposes  " 

As  a  result  of  this  conference  the  commission 
requeBted  the  Attorney  General  to  give  his  opinion 
as  lo  its  powers  to  investigate  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Superior  Civil  Court  for  Suffollt 
County,  especially  as  applied  to  (he  account  of 
money  paid  by  litigants  into  court.     The  commis- 
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sion  received  from  him  an  opinion,  stating  that 
under  the  Acts  of  1909,  chapter  486,  section  18,  the 
Finance  Commission  was  not  only  authorized  but 
that  it  was  its  duty  to  investigate  the  expenditures, 
accounts  and  methods  of  administration  of  the 
clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  for  civil  business  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  and  that  the  right  to  investigate 
the  account  referred  to  above  was  within  the 
province  and  duty  of  the  commission. 

Mr.  Campbell  questioned  the  decision  of  the 
Attorney  General  and  still  refused  to  allow  the 
account  of  money  paid  into  court  to  be  examined 
by  the  Finance  Commission. 

The  Finance  Commission,  before  proceeding  to 
enforce  its  rights  to  conduct  such  an  examination, 
asked  for  a  conference  with  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Superior  Court,  and  received  from  him  assurances 
of  cooperation  in  the  investigation,  in  a  letter  stat- 
ing that  he  had  "told  Mr.  Campbell  he  ought  to 
allow  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  to  examine 
the  accounts  of  money  in  his  custody  deposited  by 
litigants  and  subject  to  the  order  of  the  court." 

The  commission  was  nevertheless  further  delayed 
in  its  investigation  into  this  fund  by  the  representa- 
tion of  Mr.  Campbell  to  the  Chief  Justice  that  the 
Controller  of  County  Accounts  was  proceeding  to 
an  examination  in  behalf  of  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion. The  Controller  of  County  Accounts  was  not, 
however,  acting  for  the  commission,  and  Mr. 
Morse  was  still  vainly  endeavoring  to  gain  access 
to  Mr.  Campbell's  accounts.  This  situation  was 
called  to  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Justice,  with 
the  result  that  the  commission  finally  obtained 
access  to  Mr.  Campbell's  books  on  February  23, 
1916,  and  its  audit  was  allowed  to  proceed  without 
further  interruption. 

The  commission,  in  addition  to  being  delayed 
on  its  original  investigation,  was  also  hampered  in 
its  investigation  of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Superior  Civil  Court  for 
Suffolk  County  by  the  action  of  Mr.  Campbell 
from  December  10,  1915,  to  February  23,  1916, 
during  which  time  it  was  possible  for  the  commis- 
sion to  find  out  the  amount  and  the  exact  status 
of  the  money  paid  into  court  and  held  for  litigants 
by  Mr.  Campbell. 

The  accountants  representing  the  commission 
have  now  completed  their  examination  and  report 
as  follows: 

That  a  large  sum  of  money  paid  into  court  was 
received  from  and  paid  to  litigants  each  year,  the 
total  amount  received  from  1904  to  1916  during 
the  incumbency  of  Mr.  Campbell,  as  shown  by 
the  cash  books,  being  $441, 589.40;  and  the  amount 
paid  out  being  $355,271.25;  leaving  a  balance  on 
hand  February  21,  1916,  amounting  to  $86,318.15. 

Of  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Campbell 
on  February  21,  1916,  namely,  $86,318.15,  at  least 
$10,706.73  has  been  determined  to  be  interest, 
and  further  items  indicate  that  the  amount  is 
probably  $15,154.60.  When  Mr.  Campbell 
assumed  the  clerkship  of  the  Superior  Civil  Court 
there  was  turned  over  to  him  a  balance  of  $81,- 
606.93,  which  consisted  of  old  amounts  deposited 
with  the  previous  clerk  or  clerks,  and  was  repre- 
sented by  deposits  in  two  national  banks.  In  the 
National  Shawmut  Bank  there  was  $43,335.63, 
and  in  the  Fourth  National  Bank  $38,271.30. 
The  balance  in  the  Fourth  National  Bank  repre- 
sented the  amount  deposited  in  a  single  case 
which  has  since  been  settled.  The  amount  in  the 
National  Shawmut  Bank  was  the  balance' of  many 
small  deposits  on  cases  with  accretions  of  interest. 
Of  this  amount,  $43,335.63,  the  balance  now 
remaining  on  hand  is  $4,847.87,  the  source  of 
only  $400  of  which  is  now  known.  The  account- 
ants state  that  in  1904,  when  Mr.  Campbell 
assumed  office,  during  the  first  few  months  all  the 
money  paid  into  court  by  litigants  was  placed  tit 
interest,  and  that  in  April,  1905,  he  commenced 
retaining  part  of  the  money  and  not  depositing 
it  at  interest.  This  failure  to  place  money  at 
interest  has  continued  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
every  month  up  to  the  present  time,  a  large 
amount  being  always  retained.  In  19 1 1  the  amount 
not  deposited  increased  to  a  considerable  extent. 
In  1912  the  amount  not  deposited  increased  so 
much  that  at  the  end  of  seven  months  of  that 
year  the  balance  undeposited  was  approximately 
$5,000,  and  at  the  end  of  November  the  amount 
not  deposited  was  $5,473.29.  In  1913,  at  the  end 
of  six  months,  more  than  $4,000  was  not  deposited 
in  the  banks  and  at  the  end  of  November  the 
amount  not  deposited  was  $5,176.33.  At  the  end 
of  five  months  in  1914  about  $5,000  was  not 
deposited  and  at  the  end  of  August  of  that  year 
the    balance    not    deposited    in     the     banks    was 


$5,045.46.  In  1915  the  balance  not  deposited  was 
somewhat  reduced,  but  at  the  end  of  June  it  was 
$4,228.57,  and  at  the  end  of  December,  1915'  (the 
time  of  the  first  request  of  the  commission  to 
audit  Mr.  Campbell's  accounts),  it  was  $4,620.57. 
In  1916  the  amount  deposited  exceeded  the  receipts 
by  $1,995.50,  thus  reducing  the  balance  undepos- 
ited on  February  21, 1916,  at  the  time  of  theexam- 
ination  by  the  County  Controller,  to  $2,626.16. 

The  accountants'  report  explains  the  manner  in 
which  undeposited  balances  were  made  up  for 
1912,  1913,  1914  and  1915  as  follows: 

1912. 
On  December  1  the  undeposited  balance  was 
$5,473.29.  There  were  no  receipts  in  December 
until  the  18th,  and  the  balance  of  November 
receipts  which  was  not  deposited  in  that  month  was 
$587.86.  Between  the  1st  and  9th  of  Decem- 
ber the  deposits  amounted  to  $3,600.88,  of  which 
$3,500.88  was  cash  and  $100  a .  check  on  the 
National  Rockland  Bank.  The  entire  excess  of 
receipts  over  deposits  during  the  year,  other  than 
in  December,  was  $3,029.19,  being  all  in  months 
previous  to  July  except  the  $587.86  in  November, 
so  that  most  of  the  amount  deposited  in  December 
must  have  been  held  back  from  6  to  11  months. 

1913. 

On  December  1  the  undeposited  balance  was 
$5,176.33.  The  first  receipt  of  any  considerable 
amount  in  December  was  $1,000  on  the  8th,  which 
was  deposited  on  the  9th,  being  a  check  on  the 
Exchange  Trust  Company.  Between  the  1st 
and  the  30th  the  total  receipts,  other  than  the 
$1,000,  amounted  to  $288.71,  of  which  $30  was  a 
check  on  the  Dedham  National  Bank,  deposited 
on  the  10th,  but  there  were  cash  deposits  amount- 
ing to  $3,300,  between  the  1st  and  12th,  both 
dates  inclusive.  The  entire  excess  .of  receipts 
over  deposits  during  the  year,  other  than  in 
December,  was  $3,003.92,  being  $722.10  held  back 
previous  to  March,  $1,178.43  between  March  and 
July,    and  $1,103.39  between  July  and  December. 

1914. 

On  September  1  the  undeposited  balance  was 
$5,045.46.  There  were  no  receipts  in  September, 
but  between  the  18th  and  21st,  both  dates  inclur 
sive,  there  was  deposited  in  cash  $3,800.  The, 
total  amount  held  back  from  January  to  September 
was  $2,910.42,  so  that  $889.58  of  the  $3,800  must 
have  been  held  back  prior-  to  1914;  in  fact,  the 
undeposited  balances  show  that  it  must  have  been 
held  back  since  November,  1911,  as  at  no.  time 
since  then  was  the  undeposited  balance  less  than 
$2,135.04  until  the  above  $3,800  was  deposited, 
when  it  was  reduced  to  $1,245.46. 

1915  and  1916. 

In  1915  the  undeposited  balance  January  1  was 
$1,611.15,  which  was  gradually  increased  to 
$4,620.57  December  31;  this  was  reduced  by 
deposits  of  cash  in  the  early  part  of  February, 
1916,  to  $2,626.16,  at  which  amount  it  stood  on 
February  21,  1916,  as  shown  by  the  County  Con- 
troller and  by  our  reports. 

These  large  sums  of  money  which  were  not 
deposited  in  the  banks  the  clerk  states  have  been 
held  in  the  safe  of  his  office  in  the  courthouse  at 
Pemberton  square.  When  asked  to  explain'  his 
reasons  for  not  depositing  all  the  moneys  as  the 
law  required,  Mr.  Campbell  stated  that  there  are 
"a  lot  of  lawyers,  for  instance,  that  won't  accept  any. 
checks,  you  know,  and  there  are  a  lot  of  poor 
people,  foreigners,  who  can't  cash  checks,  or  can't 
write,  or  something  like  that;  so  if  they  won't 
accept  cheeks  we  give  them  the  money."  In 
further  answer  to  the  question  why  he  kept  $1,000 
at  one  time  and  $5,000  at  another  time  in  the  safe, 
he  said,  "We  just  keep  it  that  way  on  hand,  that 
is  all,"  and  in  answer  to  a  question  if  he  had  any. 
other  reason  said,  "No  other  reason.  In  .  case 
somebody  would  come  in  and  want  their  money 
in  cash.     That  is  all." 

When  Mr.  Campbell's  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
fact  that  his  payments  to  litigants  out  of  the  fund 
paid  into  court  and  held  by  him  were  made  by 
checks  and  not  by  cash,  and  that  from  January, 
1912,  to  date,  or  for  the  last  four  years,  only  one 
cash  payment,  viz.,  $100,  had  been  made,  and  for 
the  last  twelve  years,  i.  e.,  from  1904  to  January, 
1916,  only  $504  had  been  paid  in  cash  to  six  different 
litigants,  his  only  defence  for  such  action  was 
"preparedness"  to  meet  any  request  for  cash 
payments. 
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The  accountants'  report  on  the  interest  shows 
that  Mr.  Campbell  at  the  time  of  their  examination, 
February  23,  1916,  had  in  the  bank  interest  money 
amounting  to  $10,700.73,  in  addition  to  the  old  ac- 
count which  is  the  balance  left  of  unsettled  moneys 
held  by  his  predecessor  at  his  death,  amounting 
to  $4,447.87.  If  this  old  account  Js  considered 
as  interest,  and  the  accountants  believe  it  should 
be,  the  total  amount  of  interest  money  held  at 
the  present  time  by  Mr.  Campbell  is  $15,154.60. 
A  part,  however,  is  interest  upon  money  which 
has  not  been  disposed  of  by  the  court.  Of  this 
$15,154.60,  the  part  which  is  interest  on  money 
which  the  court  has  disposed  of  amounts  to 
$8,511.48.  This  with  the  old  account,  $4,447.87, 
makes  a  total  of  $12,959.35  which  should  have  been 
paid  by  Mr.  Campbell  to  the  collector  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  370 
of  the  Acts  of  1910. 

When  Mr.  Campbell's  attention  was  drawn  to 
the  provisions  of  chapter  370  of  the  Acts  of  1910, 
which  provides  not  only  for  the  placing  of  the 
money  at  interest  in  banks,  but  also  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  to  the  City  Collector,  he 
claimed  that  the  statute  was  unconstitutional. 
Mr.  Campbell's  view  as  to  the  unconstitutionality 
of  chapter  370  of  the  Acts  of  1910  should  not  have 
released  him  from  the  '  obligation  of  seeking  to 
dispose  of  this  fund  in  some  valid  way.  It  should 
not  have  remained  for  so  many  years  without  some 
action  being  taken  to  safeguard  it. 

Since  the  Finance  Commission  has  taken  up  the 
question  of  payment  of  this  interest  money,  Mr. 
Campbell  states  he  has  conferred  with  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  and  that  the  latter  is  now  preparing 
a  petition  to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  order  to  have 
the  money  transferred  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Campbell  has  never  given  the  City  Collector 
an  itemized  account  of  the  money  deposited  with 
him.  The  commission  is  informed  by  the  collector 
that  at  various  times  his  representatives  have 
asked  Mr.  Campbell  for  an  itemized  account  and' 
that  Mr.  Campbell  has  paid  no  attention  to  the 
request-  No  blame,  therefore,  should  attach  to  the 
collector  for  his  inability  to  get  such  an  account. 
It  has  recently  been  found  that  the  'money  turned 
over  to  the  City  Collector  consisted  of  entry  fees, 
etc.,  and  was  not  connected  in  any  way  as  interest 
or  otherwise  with  the  money  paid  into  court  by 
litigants.  The  collector  was  first  informed  by  the 
County  Controller  of  the  failure  of  Mr.  Campbell 
to  pay  over  to  him  the  interest  money  in  question 
on  January  17,  1916,  some  time  after  the  Finance 
Commission  had  commenced  its  investigation  of 
Mr.  Campbell's  office.  The  collector  immediately 
demanded  payment  thereof,  but  ineffectually. 

The  Finance  Commission  finds  on  inquiry  that 
all  of  the  clerks  of  the  superior  courts  in  the  variouB 
counties  of  the  Commonwealth  (Franklin  County 
excepted,  and  the  interest  there  amounts  to  only 
$40),  including  the  clerk  of  the  Superior  Criminal 
Court  and  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
of  Suffolk  County,  having  at  interest  money  paid 
into  court,  have  paid  this  interest  to  their  respective 
county  treasurers.  The  clerk  of  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court  and  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  Suffolk  County  pay  this  interest 
under  the  authority  of  chapter  370  of  the  Acts  of 
1910,  whose  constitutionality  Mr.  Campbell  ques- 
tions. The  clerks  of  the  superior  courts  of  other 
counties  pay  over  the  money  under  the  authority 
of  chapter  191  of  the  Acts  of  1913,  an  act  similar  in 
effect  to  chapter  370  of  the  Acts  of  1910,  but  apply- 
ing to  counties  other  than  Suffolk. 

The  Finance  Commission  believes  that  the  con- 
tinued retention  over  a  period  of  years  of  large 
sums  of  undeposited  money  by  Mr.  Campbell 
and  not  placing  it  at  interest  has  not  been  ade- 
quately explained  by  him  and  never  justified. 

Apart  from  the  fact  that  Suffolk  County  has 
not  had  the  benefit  of  some  interest  beside  the 
$15,154.60  mentioned  above,  the  spirit  of  the  law, 
if  not  the  law  itself,  which  calls  for  its  deposit  at 
interest,  has  been  violated  without  sufficient  reason 
for  so  doing.  The  statement  of  Mr.  Campbell 
that  it  was  held  for  purposes  of  "preparedness," 
to  meet  demands  for  cash  from  those  who  would 
not  take  checks,  is  no  justification.  This  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  approximately  all  the  payments 
out  of  the  fund  of  which  this  cash  was  a  part  are 
made  by  check;  one  payment  of  $100  in  cash 
alone  having  been  made  during  the  last  four  years 
and  a  total  payment  of  $504  in  cash  to  six  different 
litigants  during  the  whole  course  of  Mr.  Campbell's 
incumbency  of  the  office  of  clerk. 

If  Mr.  Campbell  had  used  ordinary  business 
judgment  and  had  properly  protected  himself  as 


well  as  the  county,  even  if  there  were  no  law  which 
directed  that  the  money  should  be  placed  at  in- 
terest, he  w;ould  not  have  retained  large  sums  of 
undeposited  money  rnonth  after  month  and  year 
after  year  needlessly.  Money  so  held  is  subject 
to  more  than  ordinary  risk.    . 

The  commission  believes  that  the  failure  to  pay 
to  the  City  Collector  the  $12,959.35  of  interest 
money  by  Mr.  Campbell,  which,  under  chapter 
370  of  the  Acts  of  1910,  should  have  been  paid, 
was  unwarranted.  Mr.  Campbell  should  not  have 
held  this  interest  money  after  the  principal  had 
been  disposed  of  by  order  of  the  court  because  of 
a  technical  defence  of  unconstitutionality.  He 
should  long  ago  have  got  an  order  or  a  judgment 
of  the  court  to  protect  himself,  or  should  have  had 
a  speoial  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  if  he  thought 
such  extreme  technical  action  necessary. 

The  Finance  Commission  in  its  investigation  has 
met  with  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the  clerks  of 
the  various  courts  of  Suffolk  County,  with  the 
exception  of  Francis  A.  Campbell,  clerk  of  the 
Superior  Civil  Court  for  Suffolk  County. 

The  Finance  Commission   recommends: 

1.  That  Mr.  Campbell  deposit  at  interest  all 
moneys  received  as  called  for  under  chapter  370 
of  the  Acts  of  1910. 

2.  That  Mr.  Campbell  pay  to  the  Collector 
of  the  City  of  Boston  the  interest  money  amount- 
ing to  $12,959.35. 

3.  ■  That  Mr.  Campbell  in  making  his  returns  of 
money  to  the  Collector  of  the  City  of  Boston 
itemize,  so  that  it  may  be  known  from  what  sources 
the  moneys  are  received. 

4.  That  the  Mayor  instruct  the  Corporation 
Counsel  to  take  such  action  as  is  necessary  to  have 
recommendations  one,  two  and  three  enforced. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Muhphy, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  eleven  newsboys  and 
two  vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


.SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  McDONALD,  for  Coun.  Ballantyne,  for 
the  Committee  on  Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a 
report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  for 
payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their 
families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of 
June- 
Report   accepted;  order   passed. 


EXAMINATION      OF     BUDGET      BY      CITY 
COUNCIL. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
Finance  Commission,  after  studying  the  machinery 
in  operation  elsewhere  for  this  purpose,  advise  the 
City  Council  what  further  provision  is  necessary 
here  in  Boston  to  enable  the  City  Council  to 
examine  with  the  utmost  thoroughness  within  the 
required  time  each  and  every  item  submitted  in  the 
Mayor's  segregated  budget.  And,  further,  that 
the  commission  advise  whether  they  think  that 
succeeding  City  Councils  should  be  expected  and 
should  find  it  necessary,  as  has  been  the  case  this 
year,  to  give  the  larger  part  of  their  time  for  three 
consecutive  months  to  the  examination  and  passing 
of  the  segregated  budget. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ABOLITION   OF   BELL   RINGING. 

President  IIAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
order  passed  by  the  City  Council  July  27,  1911, 
ami  approved  by  the  Mayor  July  31,  1914,  author- 
izing the  ringing  of  bells  on  certain  days,  and 
charging  the  expense  of  I  he  same  I,,  the  Incidental 
Expenses  of  the  City  Council,  be  and  the  same 
hereby  is  rescinded. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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TRANSFER  OF   LAND,   ORIENT   HEIGHTS. 

Coun,  McDONALD  offered  an  order— That 
the  plot  of  land  in  Orient  Heights  bounded  by 
Orient  avenue,  Farrington  street  and  Walley 
s,tr'eet  be  transferred  from  the  care  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  to  the  Park  and  Recreation 
Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ANNUITY    FOR   MRS,  BOGGS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order — That 
an  annuity  of  .$300  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Mary 
F.  Boggs,  widow  of  Thomas  Boggs,  late  a  member 
of  the  Fire  Department,  who  died  from  injuries 
received  while  in  the  performance  of  his '  duty, 
such  annuity  to  continue  so  long'  as  she  remains 
unmarried,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  ■  appropria- 
tion for  Fire  Department,  Pensions  and  Annuities. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  1  and  2,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the  Mayor 
June  7,  1910,  viz.:  , 

1.  ,  James  Cartel  and  Michael  J.  Murphy,  to  be 
Weighers  of  Coal. 

2.  '  John  F.  Martin,  to  be  Superintendent  of  the 
Roxbury  Hay  Scales. 

The .  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Attridge  and  Coleman.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


PERMISSION  TO  USE  LIGHT  AREAS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  4,  viz.: 

4.  Whereas,  Two  sunken  light  areas  were  by 
chapter  203  of  the  Acts  of  1913  brought  within  the 
boundary  lines  of  King's  Chapel  Burial  Ground; 
and 

Whereas,  Said  light  areas  still  remain  and  fur- 
nish light  and  air  to  the  addition  to  the  Kimball 
Building,  so  called,  being  erected  on  the  boundary 
line  of  said  burial  ground;  and 

Whereas,  The  Trustees  of  the  Kimball  Building 
Trust  are  desirous  of  having  said  areas  remain 
open  for  the  purposes  of  light  and  ventilation; 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  in  the  nanie  and 
behalf  of  the  city  an  agreement  to  permit  said  areas 
to  remain  open,  provided  that  such'  agreement 
shall  be  revocable  at  any  time  by  the  city  on  six 
months'  notice,  and  provided  further  that  ■  the 
Trustees  of  the  Kimball  Building  Trust  maintain 
the  light  areas  in  a  clean  and  proper  condition, 
and  construct  over  them  suitable  iron  gratings  of 
sufficient  strength  to  prevent  any  person  from 
stepping  or  falling  into  the  same. 

On  May  31,  1910,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  9. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  0,  nays  0. 


RECESS    TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  4. 05. p.,  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President.  The  members  of  the  Council 
reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were 
called  to  order  by  the  President  at  0  p,  m. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  of  John, Ferry,  Michael 
Monaghan,  Patrick  Brobson,  Edward  Balfe  and 
John  Carroll .  (severally  referred  today)  to  be  re- 
tired' under  the  provisions  of  chapter,  765,  Acts  of 
1914— recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 


as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  John  Ferry,  employed  in  the  labor  service  of 
the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  Michael  Monaghan,  employed,  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  705  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  03  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  Patrick  Brobson.  employed  in  the  labor  servr 
ice  of  the- City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  705  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  Edward  Balfe,  employed  in  the  labor  service 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment., , 
. ..  Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
'the  provisions  of  chapter  705  of  the  Acts  of  1.914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  03  of  the  Special  Actsof 
1915,  John  Carroll,  employed, in  the  labor  service 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment.     .  ,       .,.;,,,' 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred  to- 
day) for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amusement— 
that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Edna  A.  Sanford,  Huntington  Chambers  Hall, 
evening  of  June  23. 

May  E,  Black,  Steinert  Hall,  evening  of  June  20. 

Lilla  Viles  Wyman,  Hotel  Somerset,  evening  of 
June  20. 

Catherine  M.  Madison,  Whitten  Hall,  evening 
of  June  29.,.     . 

i  Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
usual  conditions:  , 

(3)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred, to- 
day) to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at  various 
locations — that  permits  be  granted,  viz. : 

Glodt  &  Sisson,  78  Dover  street,  Ward  6, 
Hyman  Glessinger,  73  Dover  street,  Ward  6, 
Giovanni  Mongardi,  7  Prince  street, ,  Ward  5.: 
Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions,  • 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that,  the 
Finance  Commission  advise  ,  the  ,  City  Council 
what, further  provision  is  necessary  .to  enable'  the 
City  .Council,  to  examine,  with  utmost  thoroughness 
each  and  every  item  submitted  in  the  Mayor's 
segregated  budget—that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  i  that  the 
order  passed  by  the.  City  Council  July  27,  ,1914, 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  July  31,  1914,  author- 
izing the  ringing  of  bells  on  certain  days,  be  <and 
the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded— that  , the  order 
ought  to  pass, 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(6)  Report  ,  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  employees  of  the  city  called 
upon  to  perform  military  duty  for  the  United 
States  be  granted  leave  of  absence  without  loss  of 
pay — recommending  passage  of  order  ,  in,  , the 
following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  employees  of  the  city  called  to 
perform  military  duty,  by  ,  tb.e  United  States.be 
granted  leave  of  absence  during  their  period  of 
active  military  service,  not 'to  exceed  three  months, 
without  loss  of  pay.         '.,;.-.     ,, 

Report  aocepted;  order  passed 

(7)  Report,  on  communication  from  Boston 
Juvenile  Court  (referred.  1915)  for  appointment 
of  additional  probation  officers— that  no  further 
action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted.  .  , 

(8),  Report  on  message, of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for,  transfer,  of 
$2,500  from  appropriation  for  Municipal  Building, 
City  Square,  to  appropriation  for  Poli.ce  Station, 
Dorchester — recommending  reference  of  same  to 
Finance  Commission  for  opinion  and  rep'ort.  , 
Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered, 
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(9)  Report  on  schedule  for  cost  of  constructing 
artificial  stone  sidewalks  and  order  (referred  today) 
submitted  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
amounting  to  Soil. 36 — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(10)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  com- 
munication (referred  June  7)  concerning  payment 
of  city  employees  by  check —  recommending  ref- 
erence of  same  to  Finance  Commission  for  con- 
sideration and  report. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  communication  from  Justices  of 
Juvenile  Court  (referred  1915)  appointing  proba- 
tion officer  and  fixing  salary — that  the  same  be 
placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  communication  placed  on  file. 

2.  Report  on  communication  from  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Municipal  Court  (referred  June  7)  appoint- 
ing probation  officers — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  William  A.  Maloney 
and  William  J.  Joyce,  male  assistant  probation 
officers  of  the  Municipal  Criminal  Court,  and 
Eleanor  F.  Holland,  female  probation  officer  of 
said  court,  appointed  by  the  Chief  Justice  at  sala- 
ries of  $2,000  per  annum  for  said  male  assistant 
probation  officers  and  $1,500  per  annum  for  said 
female  assistant  probation  officer,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  612  of  the  Acts  of  1913,  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  approved,  to  take  effect  from 
June  1,  1916,  said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk,  Municipal 
Court,  Personal  Service. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  communications  from  Justice  of 
East  Boston  District  Court  (referred  January  24 
and  May  31)  concerning  salary  of  Frederick  L. 
O'Brien — recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  Frederick  L. 
O'Brien,  probation  officer  for  wayward  and 
.delinquent  children  of  the  East  Boston  District 
Court,  be  increased  from  the  sum  of  $1,200  to 
$1,500  per  annum,  as  specified  by  the  Justice  of 


the  East  Boston  District  Court,  said  increase  to 
take  effect  on  June  1,  1910,  said  amount  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk  County, 
East  Boston  District  Court,  Personal  Service. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  communication  from  Justice  of 
Police  Court  of  Chelsea  (referred  February  14) 
concerning  salary  of  John  F.  Sullivan — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  John  F.  Sullivan, 
constable  of  the  Police  Court  of  Chelsea,  be  in- 
creased from  the  sum  of  $1,200  per  annum  to 
$1,300  per  annum,  as  specified  by  the  Justice  of 
said  Police  Court,  said  increase  to  take  effect  on 
June  1,  1916,  said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Suffolk  County,  Police  Court, 
Chelsea,  Personal  Service. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  the  orders 
submitted  by  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts 
contemplate  the  approval  of  new  positions  fixed 
by  the  Chief  Justice  and  his  associates  of  the 
Boston  Municipal  Court  and  other  raises  of  salary 
to  probation  officers.  The  committee  has  not 
acted  upon  these  matters  until  now  for  the  reason 
that  it  deemed  it  wise  to  wait  until  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  had  voted  the  moneys.  In 
other  words,  the  action  of  this  committee  simply 
approves  the  action  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, the  various  amounts  being  approved 
by  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts  in  accord- 
ance with  the  work  of  the  Committee  on  Budget. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

The  Council  voted  that  when  it  adjourns  it  be  to 
meet  on  Friday,  June  23,  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  6.23  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun  • 
McDONALD,  to  meet  on  Friday,  June  23,  at 
eleven  o'clock  a.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Friday,  June  23,  1916. 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m., 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  senior  member,  in  the 
chair.     Absent — Coun.  Coulthurst  and  Hagan. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  McDONALD  Coun. 
Ballantyne  was  elected,  in  the  absence  of  President 
Hagan,  as  temporary  President,  the  vote  being 
6  to  0,  Coun.  Ballantyne  not  voting. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

A.  J.  Brady,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  18  Humphreys  place,  caused  by  water 
being  turned  off  and  on. 

George  N.  Douse,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  boiler  at  12  Maple  park,  Dorchester. 

Mrs.  Isabelle  Nickerson,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  fall  in  Fort  Hill  square. 

Gregor  Peters,  for  refund  of  fee  for  permit  to  sell 
fruifat  30  Canal  street. 

N.  W.  Robinson,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  estate  1180  and  11S2  Dorchester  avenue,  by  break 
in  sewer  pipe. 


PERMITS   FOR   FIREARMS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  presented  the  petitions  of 
Max  B.  Bloom  and  the  Subway  Loan  Company 
for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at  331 
Hanover  street,  Ward  5,  and  64  Pleasant  street, 
Ward  8,  respectively. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
ATTRIDGE,  that  permits  be  granted. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  suubject  to  the  approval  of 
the  City  Council,  submitted  the  constable's  bond 
of  Ernest  R.  Bufnngton. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


MEN   LIABLE   FOR  ENROLLMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Assessors  certifying  that  the 
number  of  persons  in  Boston  liable  to  enrollment 
in  the  militia  is  125,692. 

Placed  on  file. 


COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  licport  on  order  (referred  1915)  to  accept 
chapter  166,  General  Acts  of  1915,  relative  to 
medical  service  in  Municipal  Court  of  County  of 
Suffolk — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  the  Committee 
on  County  Accounts  gave  this  matter  consideration 
today  and  had  before  it  Chief  Justice  Bolster  of  Hie 

Municipal  Court.      The   i y    fur   Ihis  work   wan 

voted  by  the  Council  some  weeks  ago.  In  other 
words,  the  money  has  already  been  included  in 
the  report  of  the  Budget  Committee  and  acted 
upon  favorably  by  the  City  Council,  I  don't 
think  I  should  take  up  :mv  more  of  the  time  of  the 
Council  on  the  matter,  since  it  has  been  gone  into 
very  thoroughly  by  the  Committee  on  Accounts, 
except  to  ask  at  this  time  that  a  letter  of  tho  Chief 
Justice,  sent,  to  me,  be  incorporated  in  the  minutes 
of  this  meeting. 


There  being  no  objection,  the  letter-referred  to 
was  incorporated  in  the  minutes  of  the  meeting,  as 
follows: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston, 

June  2,  1916. 
Mr.  Walter  L.  Collins, 

Council  Chamber, 

City  Hall,  Boston: 

Dear  Mr.  Collins, — In  reference  to  the  accept- 
ance by  the  City  Council  of  chapter  166  of  the  Acts 
of  1915,  to  authorize  this  court  to  secure  medical 
service  for  its  criminal  business,  which  acceptance 
I  understand  to  be  now  pending  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council  of  which  you  are 
chairman,  I  beg  to  state  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
justices  of  this  court,  based  upon  a  two  years' 
experience  with  this  work,  that  the  act  should  by 
all  means  be  accepted.  Similar  work  is  now  being 
done  in  the  Municipal  Court  of  Chicago,  the  Court 
of  Special  Sessions  in  New  York,  by  a  number  of 
penal  institutions  in  this  state,  is  projected  in  con- 
nection with,  the  municipal  courts  of  Philadelphia 
and  of  St.  Louis,  and  is  to  receive  the  approval  of 
the  appropriate  committee  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Criminal  Law  and  Criminology  at  its 
next  meeting  in  August.  The  extension  of  such 
work  throughout  the  country  has  met  with  little 
or  no  opposition.  Should  any  further  recom- 
mendation be  required,  I  refer  you  to  Document 
115  of  1915  (the  report  of  this  court),  at  pages 
13  to  14  and  35  to  39  and  Appendix  C.  If  after 
perusal  thereof  any  member  of  the  committee 
should  have  any  doubt  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  act, 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  appear  before  the  commit- 
tee or  talk  with  any  member  who  may  desire 
further  information  in  detail. 

Personally  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
benefits  derived  from  this  work  are  but  of  all 
proportion  to  its  cost,  and  it  would  be  a  most 
regrettable  thing  for  the  City  Council  to  decline 
to  accept  the  act. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Wilfred  Bolster,  Chief  Justice. 

The  order  was  passed. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  June  2)  to  accept 
chapter  322,  Special  Acts  of  1916,  relative  to 
pensioning  of  Court  Officer  Ambrose  H.  Abbott — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  accepting  the  report. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  I  respectfully 
ask  that  the  act,  which  is  a  short  one,  be  read  at  this 
time. 

The  Clerk  read  the  act,  which  provides  that  Mr. 
Abbott  may  at  his  request  be  retired  from  active 
service  and  placed  upon  the  pension  rolls  of  the 
court,  provided  a  physician  designated  by  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  court  shall  certify  in  writing  that  Mr. 
Abbott  is  unfitted  for  further  service  through 
incapacity  incurred  through  no  fault  of  his;  there- 
upon receiving  an  annual  pension  of  one  half  the 
amount  received  by  him  at  the  time  of  his  retire- 
ment, to  be  paid  by  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

3.  Report  on  communication  from  Suffolk 
County  Sheriff  (referred  February  28)  concerning 
payment  of  bill  to  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
— recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  tho 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  the  sum  of  $16.48 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  said  hospital 
caused  By  explosion  in  the  bucket  room  of  the 
Suffolk  County  Jail,  1916,  said  amount  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk  County, 
Jail. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


PRINTING  OF  THE  VAN  SICKLE  SCHOOL 
REPORT. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  offered  an  order— That  the 
Citj  ( llcrk  be  authorized  to  have  printed  an  edition 
of  1,000  copies  of  the  report  made  to  the  Finance 
Commission  by  Dr.  James  EC.  Van  Sickle  on  tho 
School  Department,  the  expense  of  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  oity  documents. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  COLEMA  N  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  move  n  reconsideration  of  the 
reference  of  my  order  relating  to  printing  the  report 

to  the  Finance  l  ommi    iioi school  matters,  in 

ordor  that  we  may  expedite  things  a  little.     1  make 
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this  motion  feeling  that,  the  Committee  on  Printing 
will  have  no  objection  to  such  action. 

The  motion  to  consider  was  declared  carried. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  may  I  say 
just  a  word  in  explanation  of  the  matter?  You  will 
recall  that  this  Council  joined  with  the  Mayor  in 
providing  $5,000  extra  for  the  Finance  Commission 
to  use  in  a  special  investigation  of  the  School  De- 

Eartment.  The  Finance  Commission  appointed  a 
ody  of  most  distinguished  experts,  who  spent  a 
good  deal  of  time  and  finally  rendered  their  report 
to  the  commission.  A  portion  of  that  report  was 
published  privately  for  use  in  the  Legislature  in  con- 
nection with  a  bill  that  was  pending  there  on  edu- 
cational matters.  The  assistant  superintendents 
of  schools  in  the  City  of  Boston  have  made  a  reply 
to  a  portion  of  the  report,  and  the  School  Com- 
mittee, I  understand,  have  published  2,000  copies 
of  the  reply  of  the  assistant  superintendents  to  the 
expert  commission  appointed  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mission. But  there  has  been  no  publication  of  the 
report  of  the  expert  commission's  work,  although 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  demand  for  it.  It 
Was  for  that  reason  that  I  brought  in  the  order 
asking  for  the  printing  of  a  thousand  copies  of  that 
report  which  will  cost,  according  to  the  estimate  of 
the  Printing  Department,  $480.  It  will  enable  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  those  especially  interested  in 
schools,  to  know  that  the  expert  commission  has 
reported  and  what  was  done  with  the  $5,000  that 
was  spent  in  connection  with  their  work. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like 
to  inquire  if  that  report  is  not  likely  to  be  printed 
by  the  School  Committee? 

Coun.  COLEMAN—Mr.  President,  so  far  as  I 
can  understand,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  printed  by 
any  one  unless  this  Council  authorizes  it.  I  think 
the  Finance  Commission  would  be  glad  to  print 
it  if  they  had  a  sufficient  appropriation  for  the 
purpose,  but  they  have  not.  The  fact  that  the 
School  Committee  has  published  an  answer  to  a 
part  of  it,  without  having  published  the  report 
itself,  would  indicate  that  the  School  Committee 
is  not  going  to  publish  the  report. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  that  report  was  addressed  to  the  School 
Committee.     Am  I  right? 

Coun.  STORROW— No.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
the  report  was  made  to  the  Finance  Commission, 
the  sum  of  money  necessary  for  the  investigation 
being  furnished  to  the  Finance  Commission  and 
the  report  being  addressed  to  'them  and  not  to 
the  School  Committee. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  if  it  has  been 
determined  that  that  report  is  not  to  be  printed 
by  the  School  Committee  and  paid  for  out  of  its 
appropriation,  I  have  no  objection  to  the  passage 
of  the  order.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  School 
Board  will  print  it,  I  think  we  should  be  relieved 
of  the  expense.     That  is  the  only  point  I  raise. 

President  BALLANTYNE— The  Chair  will 
say  that  he  thinks  he  recollects  correctly  that  this 
appropriation  was  given  to  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion, an  additional  $5,000  for  the  purpose  of  making 
an  investigation  of  the  School  Department.  The 
Finance  Commission  appointed  a  corps  of  experts 
to  make  that  examination,  and  these  expert 
have  reported  to  the  Finance  Commission.  The 
report  lies  there,  and  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  the 
School  Committee  will  publish  the  report. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— I  would  add,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  it  does  not  come  at  all  within  the  prov- 
ince of  the  School  Committee  to  publish  it,  and 
I  don't  know  that  they  desire  to  do  so.  I  don't 
know,  either,  that  they  have  any  objection  to 
having  it  published.  But  I  am  quite  sure,  unless 
we  take  this  action,  it  will  not  sec  the  light  of  day. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  was  not 
asking  for  conjecture  about  this  matter.  _  It  does 
not  appear  that  anybody  knows  the  situation. 
My  only  question  was  that  we  might  be  dupli- 
cating expense,  and  I  would  simply  like  to  see  the 
order  passed  in  such  a  way  that  the  printing  will 
not  be  done  by  us  unless  it  is  determined  by  the 
School  Committee  that  they  will  not  print  itv  It 
is  a  matter  that  affects  the  schools,  and  I  should 
suppose  that  the  School  Committee  would  want 
the  report.  I  would  simply  like,  to  offer  such  an 
amendment  to  the  order  as  would  save  the  dupli- 
cation of  printing,  if  it  comes  to  that.  That  is 
my  only  point.  Then  it  will  not  be  left  to  any- 
body's conjecture.  I  do  not  desire  to  delay  publi- 
cation of  the  report,  but  would  it  not  be  safer  to 
have  the  matter  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  allowing  them  to  investigate  and  satisfy 


themselves  that  it  is  not  going  to  be  printed  by  the 
School  Board,  then  making  a  report  back  to  this 
body  at  the  next  meeting? 

Coun.  COLEMAN—Mr.  President,  it  has 
already  been  a  long  time  since  this  report  was  given 
to  the  Finance  Commission  and  printed  in  part  in 
the  papers.  Since  that  time  a  part  of  it  has  been 
published  and  used  by  the  Legislature.  Since  that 
time  the  assistant  superintendents  of  schools  have 
answered  the  report  in  part,  and  that  answer  has 
been  published  by  the  School  Committee.  There 
has  been  no  action,  and  obviously  there  will  be 
none  on  the  part  of  the  School  Committee,  looking 
to  the  publication  of  this  report  by  that  body. 
Inasmuch  as  the  matter  has  already  been  so  long 
delayed,  it  seemed  to  me  unnecessary  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  which  would  mean 
waiting  perhaps  two  weeks  more  before  the  Council 
could  meet  again  and  act  upon  the  order.  I  think 
I  can  say  with  all  reasonable  assurance  that  there 
is  not  the  slightest  likelihood  of  this  report  being 
printed  by  the  School  Committee. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
think  Coun.  Coleman  intends  to  have  us  believe 
that  the  School  Board  have  printed  their  answer. 
The  fact  is  that  these  investigators  made  their 
report  in  writing,  and  it  was  printed  as  a  part  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  School  Board  about  six  weeks 
or  two  months  ago.  The  assistant  superintendents 
of  the  School  Committee  were  appointed  to  make 
an  answer,  and  they  picked  the  report  full  of  holes. 
Their  answer  was  made  to  the  School  Board  two 
weeks  ago,  and  the  original  report  and  that  answer 
were  printed  in  like  manner  in  the  newspapers. _  Of 
course,  I  do  not  oppose  this  order,  because  it  is 
going  to  make  some  work  for  printers  and  lam  a 
printer  myself.  Just  the  same,  if  they  are  going  to 
print  the  report  of  the  investigators,  made  to  the 
Finance  Commission,  we  ought  to  have  printed 
also  the  answer  of  representatives  of  the  School 
Board  to  the  report.  Let  us  print  both  of  them, 
1,000  copies  each,  and  then  if  the  public  wants  to 
find  out  about  the  report  of  the  investigators,  made 
to  the  Finance  Commission,  they  can  have  that 
report  and  also  the  answer.  There  must  be  some 
merit  in  the  answer,  the  same  as  in  the  report.  I 
read  about  this  in  the  papers,  in  connection  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  School  Board,  both  the  answer 
and  the  report.  I  don't  know  whether  this  gentle- 
man who  made  the  investigation  knows  more  about 
school  matters  than  the  assistant  superintendents 
of  schools  in  Boston,  who  are  on  the  job  all  the 
time  and  to  whom  we  are  paying  $6,000  a  year  to  do 
their  work.  I  think  they  ought  to  know  something 
about  our  schools  and  about  how  the  schools  should 
be  run.  They  have  answered  that  report  and 
say  that  it  is  not  true  in  numberless  eases.  If  we 
are  going  to  print  one,  let  us  print  both  of  them, 
the  report  and  the  answer. 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Mr.  President,  the  ques- 
tion is  not  at  all  as  to  the  merits  of  the  report  or 
of  the  reply  to  the  report.  The  School  Board  has 
already  ordered  printed  2,000  copies  of  the  reply 
made"  by  the  assistant  superintendents,  I  under- 
stand, to  a  portion  of  the  expert  report.  Anybody 
can  get  that  reply,  but  the  report  itself  cannot  be 
obtained  by  anybody  unless  it  may  be  found,  as 
you  say,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee. I  don't  know  about  that.  But  it  cannot  be 
found  by  a  citizen  interested  in  the  matter,  by  a 
school  teacher  or  anybody  else  concerned  with  the 
matter.  They  cannot  get  a  copy  of  the  full  report 
of  the  investigation  made  by  this  special  commis- 
sion. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  we  appro- 
priated $5,000  to  make  this  investigation.  Now 
we  ought  to  find  out  from  the  Finance  Commission 
whether  they  used  up  that  $5,000  or  not  for  that 
particular  purpose.  If  this  printing  is  to  cost  only 
$480,  there  might  be  enough  money  left  in  the 
amount  appropriated  to  print  the  report.  It  is  a 
Finance  Commission  matter;  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  City  Council.  They  asked  us  to  give  them 
the  money,  and  we  did  so.  They  could  not  investi- 
gate the  schools  with  the  money  allowed  them  by 
law,  and  the  Mayor  sent  to  us  a  communication 
asking  us  to  appropriate  $5,000  for  that  particular 
purpose.  I  don't  know  whether  the  work  has  taken 
$5,000  or  not.  It  did  not  take  such  a  very  long 
time  to  make  the  investigation.  They  may  have_ 
a  surplus  left  from  that  $5,000,  sufficient  to  print  the' 
report.  I  think  this  is  a  matter  that  we  should 
allow  to  lie  over  at  least  until  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council.  It  is  a  matter  that  should  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  I  will  call 
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a  meeting  of  the  .committee  at  once  to  investigate, 
so  that  we  may  make  a  report  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council. 

Covin.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
ask  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  order  what 
reason  the  School  Committee  might  have,  if  any, 
for  not  printing  the  original  report? 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
know  that  they  have  any  reason  other  than  that  it 
would  not  come  within  their  province  from  a 
financial  point  of  view.  I  think  they  might 
reasonably  assume  that  the  Finance  Commission 
itself  would  publish  the  report  or  that  the^  City 
Council  or  the  Mayor  would  see  that  it  was  printed. 
So  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  other  reason  why  the 
School  Committee  has  not  published  the  report. 
I  might  say.  while  on  my  feet,  that  I  have  assur- 
ances from  the  Finance  Commission  that  the  $5,000 
appropriated  for  this  investigation  has  been  spent 
and  that  they  have  no  money  left  from  which  they 
could  print  this  report.  If  they  could  do  so,  they 
would  do  so  gladly. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  knows  whether  the 
School  Department  has  any  funds  that  it  might 
expend  for  the  printing  of  the  original  report? 

Coun.  COLEMAN—  I  am  not  familiar  with  the 
budget  of  the  School  Committee,  but  I  have 
assumed  that  they  will  not  gratuitously  and 
unnecessarily  print  this  report  when  they  think 
that  it  should  be  printed  by  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion or  the  city  government  directly. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  have  not  yet 
seen  this  report,  and  before  I  am  called  upon  to 
vote  money  for  printing  the  extra  copies  here 
referred  to,  I  would  like  the  opportunity  to  exam- 
ine the  report.  That  is  the  reason  for  having 
special  committees  of  this  Council — that  they  may 
make  investigation  of  matters  involving  expendi- 
tures of  money  before  the  expenditures  are  made. 
I  regret  that  the  member  cannot  see  his  way  clear 
to  allowing  the  matter  to  go  before  the  committee, 
permitting  us  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the 
report  should  be  printed.  I  shall  probably  want 
to  say  that  it  ought  to  be  printed,  after  satisfying 
myself  that  it  is  not  going  to  be  printed  by  the 
School  Department.  I  am  rather  surprised  that 
a  report  which  affects  the  administration  of  the 
schools,  issued  by  the  Finance  Commission  or  any 
other  body  of  the  government,  should  not  receive 
at  their  hands  attention  to  the  extent  of  wishing 
to  have  it  printed,  and  the  very  fact  that  it  has 
not  been  printed  suggests  to  my  mind  that  we 
ought  to  look  into  the  matter.  The  body  reaHy 
interested  primarily  is  the  School  Committee. 
Therefore,  before  the  order  is  passed,  I  would  like 
the  opportunity  of  examining  into  the  report 
itself.  It  seems  to  me  we  are  making  a  mountain 
out  of  a  molehill  here,  as  we  shall  probably  all 
want  to  have  the  report  printed.  _  But  why  not 
wait  for  one  meeting  of  the  Council,  to  see  if  we 
do  want  the  report  printed? 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Mr.  President,  I  assumed 
that  there  would  be  no  objection  to  immediate 
consideration  of  this  matter.  It  appears,  however, 
that  there  are  one  or  two  members  of  the  Council 
who  would  be  glad  of  a  further  opportunity  to 
investigate.  That  being  the  case,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  this  being  again  referred  to 
the  Printing  Committee.  I  had  supposed  that  we 
could  act  vipon  it  today,  and  that_  such  action 
would  mean  greater  dispatch.     That  is  all. 

President  BALLANTYNE— There  being  no 
objection,  the  order  will  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

The  order  stood  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 


ACTION' ON   STREET   ORDERS. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  street  order  before  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, sent  to  us  by  the  Mayor,  be  recalled, 

Coun.  Storrow's  motion  was  carried. 

'I'ln'  order  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That,  to  meet  the  expense  of  recon- 
structing  and   repairing   streets  by  contract,   the 

sum  <>l  two  I) Ired  and  fifty-three  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  two  dollars  be  and  the  same  hereby 
is  specially  appropriated  for  the  purpose  stated, 
and  (hat  i lie  said  amount  !«■  raised  by  taxation 
from  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  that  all  orders  pawed  by  the  City 
Council  relating  to  taxes  and  the  intore  i  thereon 
apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for." 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  Order, 


'  Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  move  as  a  substitute  for  that  order  the 
same  substitute  that  I  think  was  presented  when 
this  matter  came  up  before.  It  is  to  be  found  on 
page  163  of  our  record.  I  have  here  a  copy,  which 
I  present  and  offer  as  a  substitute. ' 

President  BALLANTYNE— If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, the  substitute  will  be  received  as  having  been 
read. 

The  proposed  substitute  offered  by  Coun. 
Storrow  is  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  to  provide  additional  means  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  payable  during  the 
financial  year  beginning  with  the  first  day  of 
February,  1916,  of  performing  the  duties  and 
exercising  the  powers  devolved  by  statute  or 
ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council  during 
the  year  upon  the  City  of  Boston  or  the  County 
of  Suffolk,  or  upon  the  departments  or  officers 
thereof,  the  respective  sums  of  money  hereinafter 
specified  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  specifically 
appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Paving  Serv- 
ice of  the  Public  Works  Department  to  meet  the 
expense  of  the  reconstructing  and  repairing  of 
streets,  by  contract,  for  the  objects  and  purposes 
hereinafter  stated,  that  the  said  sums  be  raised 
by  taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by 
the  City  Council  relating  to  taxes  and  interest 
thereon  apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

Beach  street,  from  Atlantic  avenue  to 
Harrison  avenue,  granite  blocks  on  con- 
crete base,  Portland  cement  grout 
joints,  3,290  square  yards $10,500 

Haymarket  square,  granite  blocks  on  con- 
crete base,  Portland  cement  grout 
joints,  6,850  square  yards 30,000 

Lincoln  street,  from  Beach  street  to  Sum- 
mer street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete 
base,  Portland  cement  grout  joints, 
5,783  square  yards 22,000 

Clinton  street,  from  Merchants  row  to 
Commercial  street,  granite  bloeks  on 
concrete  base,  Portland  cement  grout 
joints,  2,600  square  yards 11,000 

Washington  street,  Haymarket  square  to 
Elm  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete 
base,  Portland  cement  grout  joints, 
2,725  square  yards 8,900 

Devonshire  street,  Adams  square  to  Water 
street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base, 
Portland  cement  grout  joints,  2,075 
square  yards 8,300 

McKinley  square,  granite  blocks  on  con- 
crete base,  Portland  cement  grout 
joints,  4,400  square  yards 21,000 

Cross  street,  Commercial  street  to  Hay- 
market square,  granite  blocks  on  con- 
crete base,  Portland  cement  grout  joints, 
2,476  square  yards 10,000 

Batterymarch  street,  Franklin  street  to 
Broad  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete 
base,  Portland  cement  grout  joints, 
1,094  square  yards 4,500 

Franklin  street,  Oliver  street  to  Broad 
street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base, 
Portland  cement  grout  joints,  1,590 
square  yards •  -  •        6,300 

Fulton  street,  Blackstonc  street  to  Rich- 
mond street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete 
base,  Portland  cement  grout  joints, 
2,493  square  yards 10,000 

Richmond  street,  Commercial  street  to 
Atlantic  avenue,  granite  blocks  on  con- 
crete base,  Portland  cement  grout 
joints,  1,600  square  yards 0,600 

North  street,  Union  street  to  Blackstonc 
street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base, 
Portland  cement  grout  joints,  1,101 
square  yards 4,600 

Merchants  row,  North  Market  street  to 
North  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete 
base,  Portland  cement  grout  joints,  400 
square  yards 1,600 

Mi  ri  tntil'e  street,  South  Market  street,  to 
Richmond  street,  granite  bloeks  on  con- 
crote  base,  Portland  cement  grout 
joints,  2,1 17  square  yards 9,600 

School  street,  Tromonl  atreel  to  Washing- 
ton street ,  wood  Mock  pavement  on  con- 
crete base,  1,340  square  yards 5,400 

Canal  street,  Haymarkel  square  to  Cause- 
w.i  street,  granite  blocks  on  eoncrote 
base,  Portland  cement  grout  joints, 
•1,380  square  yards 5,000 
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West  Broadway,  South  Boston,  from  Dor- 
chester avenue  to  E  street,  asphalt  on 
concrete  base,  10,105  square  yards $22,500 

Preble  street,  South  Boston,  John  A. 
Andrew  School,  wood  block  pavement 
on  concrete  base .         5,000 

Lexington  street,  East  Boston,  from  Merid- 
ian street  to  Sheldon  street,  granite 
blocks  on  concrete  base,  Portland  ce- 
ment grout  joints,  7,100  square  yards,      32,000 

Harvard  street  and  Rutherford  avenue, 
Charlestown,  at  schoolhouse,  wood 
block  pavement  on  concrete  base 10,000 

Brighton  avenue,  Brighton,  from  Com- 
monwealth avenue  to  Cambridge  street, 
bituminous  macadam  or  asphalt,  18,500 
square  yards 25,000 

Cambridge  street,  Brighton,  from  North 
Beacon  street  to  224  feet  west  of  Elko 
street,  bituminous  macadam  or  asphalt, 
24,000  square  yards 30,000 

Washington  street,  West  Roxbury,  from 
Forest  Hills  square  to  Ashland"  street, 
granite  blocks  on  concrete  base,  Port- 
land cement  grout  joints,  18,000  square 
yards -. 82,000 

Dorchester  avenue,  Dorchester,  from 
Savin  Hill  avenue  to  Freeport  street, 
granite  blocks  on  concrete  base,  Port- 
land cement  grout  joints,  7,800  square 
yards 31,500 

Westminster,  Marble,  Weston,  Warwick, 
Sterling  streets,  Roxbury,  asphalt  or 
bituminous  macadam,  15,370  square 
yards \ .. 19,210 

Asphalt  and  bitulithic  repairs 40,000 


$473,110 


The  question  came  on  the  substitution. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  say  just  a  word  before  the  Council  votes  on  this 
substitute.  The  President  of  the  Council  is  absent 
this  morning,  owing  to  an  engagement  which  he 
made  several  weeks  ago  to  attend  the  graduating 
exercises  in  one  of  the  schools  of  the  city  where  one 
of  his  children  is  to  graduate.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, as  he  had  already  agreed  to  be  there 
and  make  an  address,  I  did  not  desire  to  have  him 
disappoint  the  school,  and  I  have  agreed  with  him 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the  business 
now  before  the  Council,  I  should  pair  with  him. 
That  is  to  say,  if  he  were  present,  as  I  understand 
it,  he  would  vote  in  favor  of  this  substitute  and 
I  would  wish  to  be  recorded  against  it,  but  when 
the  names  are  called  I  shall  refrain  from  voting,  in 
accordance  with  that  understanding. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  am  going 
to  say  just  a  word.  I  am  going  to  vote  against 
the  substitute  order  as  offered  by  Mr.  Storrow 
because  it  simply  means  delay.  ^  It  means  that  our 
streets  are  not  going  to  be  repaired  this  year.  The 
Mayor  has  vetoed  this  same  order  before,  and  there 
is  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  will  not  veto  it  again. 
I  have  been  led  to  believe  that  the  other  members 
of  the  Council  who  ask  that  this  order  be  substi- 
tuted want  action,  that  they  want  to  have  our 
streets  repaired,  and  wish  to  have  money  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose.  To  pass  this  substi- 
tute means  that  the  streets  will  not  be  repaired 
this  year.  I,  for  one,  want  the  streets  repaired. 
I  want,  what  they  say  they  want,  action,  and  I  am 
going  to  vote  against  substitution. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  say  just  a  few  words  upon  this  order  before  the 
vote  is  taken.  I  dissent  from  the  opinion  rendered 
by  Mr.  Nathan  Matthews  to  this  Council  as  incor- 
porated in  the  minutes  of  our  last  meeting  in  so 
far  as  it  undertakes- to  set  out  the  character  of 
procedure  in  the  making  of  appropriations.  I  think 
the  plan  outlined  by  Mr.  Matthews  is  entirely  con- 
trary to  the  words  and  intention  of  the  charter 
governing  the  making  of  appropriations,  so  far  as 
the  City  Council  is  concerned.  I  would  like  to 
feel,  Mr.  President,  that  Mr.  Matthews  more 
properly  stated  the  legal  procedure  for  this  Council 
to  follow  on  page  74  of  his  book  on  Municipal 
Charters — a  book  entitled  "Municipal  Charters,  a 
Discussion  of  the  Essentials  of  a  City  Charter 
with  forms  or  models  for  adoption."  In  discussing 
the  question  of  interference  by  the  City  Council 
with  executive  work, — and,  by  the  way,  this  book 
was  published  in  1914,  since  the  adoption  of  the 
city  charter, — I  find  on  page  74  the  following 
language: 

"The  value  of  the  separation  between  the 
legislative    and    executive    departments,    contem- 


plated by  the  responsible  executive  type  of  charter, 
will  be  largely  impaired  if  the  City  Council  as  a 
body  can  by  vote,  or  ordinance  control  the  execu- 
tive business  of  the  city." 

Also,  in  this  connection,  Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  refer  to  a  message  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
at'  that  time  the  Honorable  Nathan  Matthews, 
submitted  to  the  City  Council  on  February  13, 
1893,  upon  the  signing  of  the  annual  appropriation 
order.  In  returning  to  the  City  Council  the  appro- 
priation bill  with  his  approval,  he  said  in  a  message 
accompanying  the  bill: 

"The  character  of  the  annual  appropriation  bill, 
which  I  return  herewith  duly  approved,  seems  to 
call  for  comment." 

It  appeared  that  the  City  Council  in  that  year, 
in  passing  the  appropriation  bill,  made  a  separation 
of  the  items  and  appropriated  certain  moneys  for 
labor  and  certain  moneys  for  other  department 
expenses,  and  Mr.  Matthews  said  in  regard  to 
taking  directions  from  the  City  Council: 

"This  attempt  to  specify  in  detail  how  the  appro- 
priation for  this  department  shall  be  expended 
would  be  disastrous  alike  to  the  interests  of  the 
city  as  a  corporation  and  to  the  employees  of  the 
department,  were  it  not,  fortunately,  illegal  and 
inoperative." 

And  also  this  language  by  Mr.  Matthews: 

"The  City  Council  can  specify  the  objects  of 
expenditure,  but  not  the  methods;  it  can  prescribe 
how  much  of  an  appropriation  shall  be  spent  upon 
work  or  labor  as  distinguished  from  the  purchase 
of  supplies,  but  it  cannot  indicate  whether  that 
work  shall  be  done  by  contract  or  by  day  labor." 

Mr.  President,  the  substitute  order  which  is  now 
before  the  Council,  as  I  understand  it,  calls  for  the 
expenditure  of  this  money  by  contract.  Some 
weeks  ago,  when  the  annual  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  was  being  discussed, — to 
speak  accurately,  on  May  17, — I  had  occasion  to 
quote  from  letters  written  by  Mr.  Matthews  in 
regard  to  the  budget,  among  them  from  a  letter  in 
my  possession  dated  March  10, 1916,  written  to  me 
by  Mr.  Matthews.  I  quoted  from  that  letter  in 
part.  I  would  now  like,  Mr.  President,  to  recur 
again  to  that  fetter  and  to  submit  another  quota- 
tion which  has  to  do  with  the  present  mode  of 
procedure  by  this  Council  in  originating  an  appro- 
priation— which  I  believe,  after  all,  the  Council  is 
doing — contrary  to  the  charter.  After  discussing 
the  amount  of  money  which  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  might  save  by  reductions  in  the 
Mayor's  budget,  Mr.  Matthews  says  this: 

."The  general  idea,  subject,  of  course,  to  further 
examinations,  seemed  to  be  that  $500,000  or  $600,- 

000  might  well  be  obtained  in  this  way;  and  if 
so,  then  the  appropriation  order  as  it  reached  the 
Mayqr  for  final  action  would  be  less  by  that  amount 
than  the  figures  submitted  by  him." 

Then  here  is  the  language  to  which  I  would  like 
to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Council: 

"The  City  Council  could  at  the  same  time  by  a 
formal  vote  indicate  to  the  Mayor  that  it  believed 
that  this  money  should  not  be  saved  to  the  tax- 
payers, but  included  in  the  tax  levy  and  expended 
for  street  repair  by  contract,  and  that  they  would 
welcome  an  additional  appropriation  order  from  him 
to  that   effect." 

Bear  in  mind,  gentlemen,  that  the  Council  itself 
has  initiated  the  pending  substitute  appropriation 
order. 

I  like  to  feel,  Mr.  President,  that  Mr.  Matthews, 
in  the  preparation  of  his  book  on  municipal 
charters,  in  his  message  of  February  13,  1893, 
and  in  his  state  of  mind  on  March  10,  1916,  as 
disclosed  by  his  letter  just_  referred  to,  outlining 
what  the  procedure  of  this  Council  should  be 
after  it  had  submitted  its  report  on  the  budget, 
expressed  his  opinion  on  this  matter  as  a  lawyer, 
in  the  true  sense,  without  any  of  these  collateral 
entanglements  which  have  arisen  since  the  sub- 
mission of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations on  May  17  under  the  pressure  of  the 
necessities  urged  bythe  so-called  majority;    and 

1  offer  these  suggestions  as  a  further  justification 
of  the  procedure  adopted  by  the  members  of  this 
Council  with  whom  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
voting  to  obtain  moneys  for  the  streets.  I  am  of 
the  opinion,  as  I  have  been  since  the  submission 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
that  between  $500,000  and  $550,000  is  available 
for  the  repair  of  streets;  and  when  I  give  those 
figures,  I  mean  to  include  the  moneys  which  would 
come  to  the  city  from  the  special  bill  for  municipal 
improvements — namely,  $153,000.  With  the  Coun- 
cil accepting  that  legislation,  I  can  say  as  one 
member    of    the    Committee    on    Appropriations 
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that  the  city  will  have  between  $500,000  and 
$550,000  to  appropriate  for  the  repair  of  streets. 
I  think  perhaps  I  should  add  in  this  connection 
that  we  have  already  appropriated  $47,500  for 
Commonwealth  avenue,  and  therefore  that 
should  be  subtracted  from  the  $550,000,  leaving 
today  in  round  figures  an  amount  of  about  $500,000 
which  can  be  had  for  streets  by  proper  procedure 
— namely,  by  inviting  the  Mayor~to  submit  to 
this  Council  appropriation  orders  in  accordance 
with  the  law  and  the  charter  in  addition  to  what 
we  have  already  expended  or  appropriated,  with- 
out in  any  way  affecting  or  reducing  the  moneys 
set  aside  already  for  the  pay  rolls. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  have  not 
prepared  any  speech  and  do  not  want  to  detain 
the  Council  today  by  attempting  to  make  one. 
But  I  do  notice  that  one  or  two  of  my  fellow  coun- 
cilmen  seem  to  strike  rather  a  pessimistic  and 
despondent  note  in  regard  to  our  progress  on 
streets.  If  I  can  contribute  even  a  little  to  cheer 
them  up,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  do  so,  because  I 
confess,  Mr.  President,  that  I  feel  very  cheerful 
myself.  As  I  see  it,  this  Council  has  made  more 
progress  towards  a  real  and  radical  improvement 
in  street  conditions  in  Boston  than  has  ever  been 
made  since  the  Council  was  created.  May  I 
refer  for  a  moment  to  one  or  two  or  three  or  four  of 
the  things  which  at  random  occur  to  me?  For 
example,  I  think  it  is  entirely  due  to  the  members 
of  this  Council — I  don't  know  that  it  is  due  to  any 
individual  members,  and  I  give  all  credit  for  it — 
that  we  have  established  the  principle  in  dealing 
with  our  streets,  in  offering  contracts  for  advertise- 
ment, of  having  adequate  instead  of  paltry  small 
units  to  deal  with.  In  the  past  the  small  units 
have  necessarily  excluded  outside  competition, 
and  to  this  Council  is  due  the  credit  of  establishing 
an  adequate  unit  to  bring  in  outside  competition. 
The  Finance  Commission,  I  believe,  has  said  that 
that  unit  should  not  be  less  than  20,000  yards. 
If  I  recollect  aright,  Commissioner  Murphy  has 
assented  to  that  and  agreed  to  it,  in  one  of  his 
appearances  before  us.  Personally  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  20,000  yards  is  too  low  a  unit.  The 
Finance  Commission,  if  I  recollect  their  statement, 
gave  that  as  the  minimum.  Personally  I  believe 
the  city  will  get  better  results  and  that  more 
economical  work  can  be  obtained  by  making  the 
unit  not  less  than  50,000  yards,  rather  than  20,000 
yards.  That  is  one  of  the  things  which,  if  not 
absolutely  established  today,  has,  I  think,  become 
so  well  recognized,  owing  to  the  labors  of  this 
Council,  that  it  is  going  to  prevail  in  the  future, 
and  that  alone  is  a  long  step  towards  the  economi- 
cal expenditure  of  the  city's  money  in  repairing 
our  streets.  And,  after  all,  Mr.  President,  that 
is  the  real  question  involved  here — the  economical 
expenditure  of  the  city's  money.  There  is  enough 
money  to  keep  our  streets  in  good  condition,  if 
it  is  judiciously  and  economically  spent.  It  also 
occurs  to  me,  thinking  at  random,  that  there  is 
another  matter  of  importance  relating  to  our 
streets  which  this  Council  has  helped  to  establish, 
and  that  is  the  necessity  for  adequate  notice  in 
publishing  the  specifications.  If  I  recollect  cor- 
rectly, Mr.  President,  it  was  this  Council  which 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  advertisement 
for  bids  in  the  case  of  Commonwealth  avenue  was 
entirely  inadequate,  so  far  as  notice  to  outside 
contractors  was  concerned.  That  principle  this 
Council  so  well  established  that  those  bids  were 
rejected  and  a  new  advertisement  put  out,  which 
I  assume  has  established  that  principle  of  adequate 
notice.  That,  again,  represents  real  progress, 
Mr.  Chairman,  towards  better  streets  for  Boston. 
Within  a  month  or  two,  Mr.  President,  this  Council 
has  helped  to  establish  another  principle  of  great 
importance  in  the  improvement  of  our  city's 
streets,  and  that  is  the  open  specification.  I 
understand  that  that  principle  is  now  established, 
and  that  the  city  is  now,  as  a  matter  of  policy  and 
practice,  giving  up  the  closed  specification  and 
advertising  for  asphalt  streets  under  the  open 
specification.  That,  again,  represents  a  very 
long  step  forward  towards  better  streets  in  Boston. 
I  think  the  other  day,  Mr.  President,  we  established 
also  another  principle  which  is  going  to  help  in 
this  work  of  giving  Boston  better  streets,  Mini  lh.it 
is  the  principle  established  in  connection  with 
Moraine  street,  and  those  five  streets  out  in  Jamaica 
Plain,  that  when  wo  are  dealing  with  asphalt 
and  concrete  foundations  for  asphalt,  different 
volumes  of  traffic  justify  different  thicknesses  "I 
pavement.  It  was  this  Council,  Mr.  President, 
which  called  attention  to  the  fact  that,  those  five 
comparatively   unfrequented   streets,   streets   with 


light  traffic,  under  the  specifications  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  called  for  6-inch  con- 
crete foundations,  the  same  foundation  which 
would  go  down  on  Washington  street.  We  asked 
the  Finance  Commission  if  it  was  necessary  and 
proper  to  put  the  same  foundation  on  Moraine 
street  that  would  be  put  on  Washington  street, 
Causeway  street,  or  any  of  the  streets  carrying 
the  heaviest  city  traffic.  The  Finance  Commis- 
sion said  that  we  were  right  in  our  suggestion, 
that  4  inches,  I  believe,  was  adequate  for 
such  streets  as  Moraine  and  these  other  streets; 
and  I  notice  that  that  principle,  leading  to  better 
streets,  has  been  adopted.  In.  other  words,  we 
are  getting  more  for  the  dollar,  and  that  is  all  that 
is  involved.  And  I  think  the  Mayor  has  directed 
— I  believe  I  am  right  in  this,  I  have  read  it  in 
the  papers — that,  in  accordance  with  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Finance  Commission,  those 
streets  be  advertised  again,  and  that  they 
be  advertised  with  4  inches  of  concrete  base 
instead  of  G  inches.  We  established  another 
principle  in  connection  with  those  streets,  Mr. 
President,  and  that  is  this,  that  the  patented 
bitulithic  surface  or  pavement  to  go  above  the 
concrete  base  should  not  be  favored  at  the  expense 
of  Topeka,  but  that  whatever  thickness  is  called 
for  in  the  one  case  should  be  called  for  in  the 
other  case.  It  looked  to  us  as  though,  in  requuing 
a  thickness  of  3  inches  for  Topeka,  under  the 
Street  Department's  specifications,  while  the  ■ 
bitulithic  called  for  was  to  be  only  2  inches  thick, 
the  Topeka  was  being  discriminated  against,  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
Finance  Commission  said  that  2  inches  was,  in 
their  judgment,  sufficient  for  the  Topeka  on  those 
streets,  the  same  thickness  as  the  bitulithic.  That 
is  another  principle,  Mr.  President,  which  in- 
volves a  large  amount  of  money,  when  you  are 
dealing  with  the  city  as  a  whole,  and  that  has  been 
established,  because  I  understand  the  Mayor's 
instructions  given  to  the  department  are  to  follow 
the  specifications  suggested  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, not  only  in  regard  to  the  4-inch  con- 
crete foundation  but  in  calling  for  a  2-inch  surface 
material  above  the  concrete  foundation,  for 
Topeka  as  well  as  for  bitulithic.  I  could  go  on, 
Mr.  President,  and  give,  I  think,  a  good  many  more 
reasons  to  show  you  that  we  are  on  the  road  here 
in  Boston  towards  better  streets  and  that  it  is 
not  time  for  anybody  to  be  pessimistic;  that,  on 
the  contrary,  for  the  first  time  for  many  years  we 
should  be  reasonably  cheerful  on  the  subject. 
For  example,  Mr.  President,  when  bids  were 
called  for  for  these  five  streets,  for  the  6-inch 
foundation  and  the  3-inch  Topeka  top  and  the 
2-inch  bitulithic  top,  which  have  since  been  thrown 
out,  owing  to  the  Finance  Commission's  report, 
the  price  bid  was  $1.88,  the  low  bidder  being  the 
Central  Construction  Company.  I  believe  the 
lowest  bid  received  last  year  for  the  same  charac- 
ter of  construction  was  $2.22  and  that  the  bids 
last  year  for  this  kind  of  construction  ran  from 
$2.22  to  $2.40.  What  has  happened,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  reduce  the  cost  of  this  construction? 
Absolutely  nothing  has  happened  to  reduce  the 
cost  of  this  construction  since  a  year  ago,  but  a 
good  many  things  have  happened  to  raise  the 
cost.  Cement  costs  more,  labor  costs  more, 
everything  costs  more,  and  yet  here  is  a  very 
substantial  reduction.  What  is  the  reason  for 
it?  I  see  no  other  reason  than  that  this  Council 
; — no  one  member  of  the  Council,  Mr.  President, 
it  is  a  big  enough  thing  for  all  of  us  to  get  inside 
of  it — has  been  giving  the  subject  very  careful 
thought,  attention  and  study,  trying  to  help  and 
trying  to  shed  light  upon  the  problem,  which  has 
not  heretofore  been  solved,  of  decent  streets  for 
Boston.  The  thing  is  big  enough  for  the  Council 
to  cooperate  with  the  Mayor  and  for  the  Mayor 
to  cooperate  with  the  Council.  1  don't  think 
we  ought  to  take  this  up  in  any  spirit  antagonistic 
to  the  Mayor  and  I,  for  one,  am  trying  not  to  do 
so,  and  I  believe  tho  Council  is  trying  not  to  do  so. 
What,  we  are  trying  to  do  is  to  get  better  streets, 
and  we  invite  the  Mayor  to  come  along  and  help 
us  do  it.  Perhaps  he  can  contribute  moro  to 
better  streets  than  we  can;  but  it  we  can  contrib- 
ute- anything  by  our  study  of  the  problem,  why 
shouldn't  we  do  so?  It  would  be  utterly  pre- 
posterous,   Mr.     Presidenl,    for    an.vbodv     to    slate 

that  up  to  the  present  time  we  have  not  contrib- 
uted,  ami  contributed    materially,  to  a   solution 

Of  OUT  sheet  problem.      1  certainly  think  we  have. 
1  think  we  have  made  great  progress,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, and   1   personally  am  feeling  very  cheerful. 
Coun.      McDONALD— Mr.      President,      after 
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having  brought  about  all  the  reforms  enumerated 
by  the  gentleman  who  has  just  preceded  me  in  the 
way  of  specifications,  kind  of  pavements,  and  so  on, 
why  not  let  us  now  appropriate  the  money  and 
fix  our  streets,  complying  with  the  charter?  It  is 
all  right  to  talk  about  being  cheerful,  but  being 
cheerful  doesn't  fix  jip  the  streets.  We  have^to 
comply  with  the  law  and  with  the  charter,  giving 
the  Mayor  the  money  to  fix  the  streets.  As  the 
gentleman  has  said,  the  Mayor  has  agreed  that 
certain  pavements  should  be  2  inches  thick  instead 
of  3  inches  thick,  and  has  agreed  to  other  things. 
He  has  agreed  to  these  things,  and  now  let  us  at 
least  trust  him  with  the  fixing  up  of  the  streets, 
according  to  his  right  under  the  charter.  But  if  we 
are  going  to  send  to  him  again  a  list  of  streets  that 
he  has  once  vetoed,  we  will  not  get  forward.  We 
can  be  cheerful  as  we  want  to,  but  the  streets  are 
not  being  fixed.  We  can  change  the  methods  and 
have  new  specifications,  new  tops,  new  pavements, 
all  sorts  of  things,  but  for  the  next  ten  years,  if 
we  don't  appropriate  the  money  in  compliance  with 
the  law  and  in  accordance  with  our  duty  under  the 
charter,  we  will  never  fix  the  streets.  I  hope  that 
the  substitute  order  presented  by  the  gentleman 
will  not  prevail. 

Coun.  STORROW — Mr.  President,  I  don't 
want  to  be  talking  here,  but  I  would  like  to  answer 
that  proposition  advanced  by  my  fellow  councilor, 
Mr.  McDonald.  He  says,  "Why  not  vote  for  this 
$253,000  asked  for  by  the  Mayor?';  We  have 
established  a  whole  lot  of  sound  principles  here 
which  are  going  to  give  us  better  streets,  but,  as  I 
look  at  it,  there  is  one  more  principle  left,  and  I 
think  we  have  got  to  establish  it.  I  do  not  criticise 
the  minority  in  this  Council  one  particle.  They 
are  working  for  good  streets  just  as  hard  as  any- 
body else,  but  they  see  it  in  a  different  way.  _  It 
looks  to  me  this  way.  Here  is  one  more  principle 
which  we  absolutely  must  establish  to  get  good 
streets,  and  we  cannot  get  good  streets  without  it. 
Not  only  should  whatever  sum  is  appropriated  not 
be  wasted,  not  only  should  it  be  judiciously  spent, 
and  all  the  principles  I  have  stated  apply  to  that, 
I  think,  but  there  i  s  also  this  principle,  that  the 
sum  of  money  to  be  appropriated  must  be  adequate 
for  the  job.  I  do  not  believe  that  we  will  ever  get 
good  streets  from  now  until  kingdom  come  by 
asserting  the  principle  that  an  adequate  sum  of 
money  is  adequate  for  the  repairing  of  streets  or 
that  an  inadequate  sum  of  money  is  the  sum  of 
money  that  should  be  appropriated.  This  order 
before  us,  sent  to  us  by  the  Mavor 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President. 

President  BALLANTYNE— Does  the  gentle- 
man vield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  STORROW— Surely. 

Coun.  McDONALD — I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  a  question.  He  says  we  should  know 
how  much  money  is  needed,  is  adequate  for  the 
streets,  instead  of  voting  for  this  $253,000.  I  would 
like  to  ask  him  this  question:  Does  he  know  that 
the  $473,000  that  he  and  other  members  of  the 
Council  favor  for  these  streets  named  is  adequate 
to  fix  those  streets? 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  believe 
that  the  $473,000  is  safely  adequate,  and  with  some 
margin  to  spare,  a  very  comfortable  margin  at  that. 
But  that  $473,000  does  not  represent  the  position 
of  the  majority  of  this  Council.  That  $473,000  we 
propose  to  vote  without  touching  the  $153,000  to 
be  raised  by  the  increase  in  taxation.  We  have  the 
Mayor  himself  on  record,  advised  by  his  own  sub- 
ordinates and  experts,  to  the  effect  that  the  streets 
need  something  like  $750,000,  because  that  is  what 
he  tried  to  secure  at  the  Legislature.  I  am  inclined 
personally  to  believe  that  that  sum  is  about  what 
we  ought  to  have,  about  three-quarters  of  a  million, 
for  at  least  a  considerable  period  of  years,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  $253,000  which  the  Mayor  is  asking 
us  to  appropriate  is  just  33  per  cent  of  what  we 
ought  to  have.  I  am  unwilling  to  vote  for  that 
33  per  cent.  I  am  going  to  stay  right  on  the  job  of 
trying  to  assert  one  great  principle  that  is  left — 
that  to  adequately  take  care  of  the  streets  you 
have  to  have  an  adequate  sum  of  money,  and  that, 
in  my  judgment,  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  $750,000. 
Under  our  program  that  is  the  sum.  A  great  deal 
of  unnecessary  talk,  in  my  humble  judgment,— I 
am  not  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Chairman,  although  I  tried 
to  be  once,  a  great  many  years  ago, — has  been  spent 
in  discussing  the  legal  aspect  of  this  thing.  We 
have  made  a  suggestion,  in  the  form  of  this  sub- 
stitute order.  The  heavens  are  not  going  to  fall. 
If  that  substitute  order  gets  onto  the  Mayor's  desk, 
he  can  put  it  into  the  scrap  basket.  The  legal 
difficulties  can  be  solved  here  in  thirty  seconds  if 


the  Mayor  will  send  us  an  adequate  order  for  an 
adequate  sum  of  money,  according  to  his  own 
action,  under  advice,  in  going  before  the  Legislature 
and  asking  for  three-quarters  of  a  million  dollars 
for  the  streets.  He  can  do  that  in  five  minutes. 
I  hope  he  will,  Mr.  President.  We  are  not  here  to 
find  fault  with  the  Mayor.  I  am  not  here  in.  that 
mood,  at  all.  I  want  to  cooperate  with  the  Mayor, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  do  it.  But  I  cannot  cooperate 
with  him  in  establishing  a  bad  and  wrong  principle, 
which  will  never  give  us  the  streets  we  are  after. 
That  is,  an  adequate  sum  is  what  is  needed  for  our 
streets. 

The  Council  refused  to  adopt  the  proposed  sub- 
stitute, yeas  3,   nays  3:  - 

Yeas — Coun.   Coieman,  Collins,  Storrow — 3. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  McDon- 
ald—3. 

The  question  came  upon  the  passage  of  the  order 
submitted  by  the  Mayor,  which  was  recalled  from 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  inasmuch  as  the 
President  of  the  Council  has  not  yet  arrived,  I 
shall  continue  to  refrain  from  voting.  If  he  were 
here,  I  understand  that  he  would  vote  against  this 
order;  if  I  were  to  vote,  it  would  be  in  favor  of  it. 

The  order  was  rejected,  yeas  3,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  McDon- 
ald—3. 

Nays — Coun.  Coleman,  Collins,  Storrow — 3. 


TRACK  LOCATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  granting  of  location  to  Union 
Freight  Railroad  Company  on  Atlantic  avenue  at 
T  Wharf,  20th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  received,  in  accordance  with  law,  for 
storage  of  explosives  at  the  following  locations,  viz.: 

Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  Allston 
street,  Brighton. 

Sarah  E.  Cohen,  42  Crawford  street. 

Kirkwood  Brothers,  23  Elm  street. 

Dorchester  Yacht  Club,  320  Freeport  street. 

Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York,  Chelsea 
street,  East  Boston. 

Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York,  8  Custom 
House  street. 

Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York,  premises 
formerly  250  Freeport  street. 

Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York,  Wolcott 
street,  Hyde  Park. 

Placed  on  file. 


RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion,  of  Coun.  KENNY  reconsideration-of 
all  action  taken  today  was  refused. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  we  adjourn  we  meet  again  on  Monday,  July  3, 
at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  this  reason, — it  has  been 
called  to  my  attention  that  there  is  a  matter  pend- 
ing before  the  Committee  on  Finance — an  order 
for  a  loan  of  $5119,000  lor  the  improvement  of  the 
Strandway  and  Old  Harbor — which  expires  by  time 
limitation  on  the  7th  of  July.  Otherwise  I  should 
be  glad  to  have  a  longer  adjournment. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  July  3  is  a 
pretty  hard  day  for  the  Council  to  meet.  We  are 
generally  out  buying  our  firecrackers  on  that  day. 
I  have  no  objection  to  voting  for  Coun.  Kenny's 
motion,  providing  it  is  understood  that  the  President 
of  the  Council  may,  without  prejudice,  upon  an 
informal  canvass  of  the  members,  set  an  earlier 
day  which  may  be  more  convenient  to  all. 

Coun.  KENNY — Perhaps  I  would  suggest  as 
another  date  that  may  be  more  agreeable  Thursday, 
July  6,  coming  after  the  4th  of  July. 

Coun.  STORROW— These  meetings  do  not 
always  come  on  days  that  are  convenient.  There 
was  an  event  which  would  have  been  very  important 
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to  me  that  occurred  today,  at  New  Haven,  and  I 
have  in  my  pocket  an  unused  ticket  for  it.  For 
old  association's  sake  I  would  have  liked  very  much 
to  be  present  at  New  Haven  today.  I  would 
dislike  very  much  to  sit  here  on  July  3,  although 
I  am  ready  to  do  it  if  the  other  members  desire.  I 
would,  however,  much  prefer  to  have  a  canvass  of 
the  members  in  regard  to  the  matter  on  the  tele- 
phone by  the  President.  Perhaps  we  could  adjourn 
provisionally  to  the  3d  of  July,  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  date  might  be  changed  to  another 
day,  a  day  that  would  be  most  convenient  to  all 
the  members. 


Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  would  have  no 
objection  to  that.     It  is  entirely  agreeable  to  me. 

Coun.  STORROW — I  would  make  the  suggestion 
that  the  date  be  not  later  than  July  6. 

Coun.  KENNY — Perhaps  it  would  simplify  mat- 
ters to  adjourn  with  the  understanding  that  our  next 
meeting  shall  be  on  July  6,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
unless  sooner  called  together  by  the  Chair. 


The  Council  voted  to  adjourn  at  1.05  o'clock  p.  m., 
to  meet  on  Thursday,  July  6,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
unless  sooner  called  together  by  the  President. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Thursday,  June  29,  1916, 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Ballantyne,  Coleman,  Coulthurst. 

The  Clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting,  as  follows : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  26,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

You  are  respectfully  requested  to  assemble  in 
the  City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Thurs- 
day, June  29,  at  11  a  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  supplementary  budget  and  such  other 
business  as  may  come  before  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred,  as  follows: 

Claims. 

Valmore  F.  Adams,  for  damage  to  clothing  by 
wire  guard  at  Fort  Hill  Square  Park. 

Leo  Albaum,  for  injuries  received  by  defect  in 
Haverhill  street. 

Mrs.  B.  Appel,  for  damage  to  clothing  by  wire 
guard  at  Fort  Hill  Square  Park. 

Rena  M.  Browne,  for  damage  to  clothing  by  tar 
on  bench  in  Public  Garden. 

Josephine  Coy,  for  injuries  caused  by  defect  in 
sidewalk  at  42  Alexander  street. 

Samuel  G.  Davis,  for  damages  at  Dillaway  street 
by  break  in  sewer. 

Frances  M.  Donahue,  for  damage  to  clothing  by 
oil  in  street  at  Cedar  and  Hawthorne  streets. 

Minnie  Dussault,  for  injuries  received  by  defect 
in  front  of  2  Blaine  street. 

Frank  T.  Horgan,  for  damages  at  394  and  396 
West  Broadway  by  leak  in  water  main. 

Margaret  Kilduff,  for  injuries  caused  by  defect 
in  Westwood  street. 

Northwestern  Syndicate  (Inc.),  for  damage  to 
wagon,  etc.,  by  defect  in  Haverhill  street. 

Mrs.  Levin,  for  damage  at  94  Erie  street  by 
surface  water. 

Mary  Pappas,  for  injuries  received  from  fall  at 
entrance  to  Common,  on  Park  street. 

Walter  H.  Preble  Company,  for  refund  of  fee 
for  unused  permit  for  sewer  repairs  at  12  Kneeland 
street. 

Honora  Scott,  for  release  of  covenant  with  city 
relative  to  bulkhead  at  78  Medford  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Hyman  Shrier,  for  damage  by  breaking  of  sewer 
at  51  Salem  street. 

Mary  A.  Simpson,  for  damage  at  23  and  25 
Ditson  street  by  overflow  of  sewer. 

Harry  Snyder,  for  injuries  caused  by  defect  in 
sidewalk  at  352  Harrison  avenue. 

Hotel  Westminster,  for  damage  caused  by 
bursting  of  water  main  in  Copley  square. 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Withers,  for  damage  to  property  in 
Hotel  Westminster  by  bursting  of  water  main. 

Bertha  F.  Walsh,  for  injuries  received  from  fall 
at  corner  of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Adams  street. 


RETIREMENT  OF   LABORERS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  presented  the  petitions  of 
Daniel  Fallon  and  Michael  J.  Gately  to  be  retired 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  I!' I  1, 
and  in  connection  with  the  petitions  presented  the 
following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  Daniel  Fallon,  employed  in  the  labor  service 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment. 


Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  Michael  J.  Gately,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
ATTRIDGE,  and  the  orders  were  passed. 


PERMIT  FOR  CHILDREN. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  presented  the  petition  of 
Amy  T.  Rawson  for  permit  for  children  to  appear 
at  Steinert  Hall  on  the  evening  of  June  28. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
ATTRIDGE,  and  the  permit  was  granted. 


SALE  OF  FIREARMS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Kneeland  Loan  Company  for  permit  to  sell,  rent 
or  lease  firearms  at  102  Harrison  avenue,  Ward  5. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
ATTRIDGE,  and  the  permit  was  granted. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  supplementary  appro- 
priation bill  providing  for  the  expenditure  of  funds 
now  available  for  municipal  purposes.  The 
departmental  requirements  as_  here  submitted 
represent  a  minimum  that  should  be  available 
in  order  to  avoid  impairing  present  efficiency. 

The  necessity  for  street  reconstruction  and  repair 
is  of  such  importance  that  to  provide  a  less  sum 
than  5500.000  would  be  a  gross  injustice  to  the 
taxpayers  and  city.  If  any  salary  increases  were 
approved,  this  would  have  been  impossible,  and 
consequently  no  provision  has  been  made  for 
salary  increases. 

While  I  believe  that  the  failure  to  make  provision 
for  payment  of  union  scale  of  wages  to  mechanics 
in  the  service  of  the  city  and  the  temporary 
abandonment  of  the  sliding  scale  system  in  certain 
departments  is  not  sound  business  policy,  never- 
theless, it  is  the  only  course  possible  to  pursue  in 
the  present  instance. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  transfer  of 
S100.000  from  the  appropriation  for  Park  and 
Recreation  Department  to  the  special  appro- 
priation for  Reconstruction  and  Repairing  Streets 
by  Contract,  and  the  adoption  of  this  order  will 
require  transfer  of  the  entire  Parkman  Fund 
income  to  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department, 
as  the  fund  becomes  available  during  the  year. 

The  supplementary  departmental  appropriation 
bill  as  here  submitted,  unless  the  strictest  character 
of  economy  is  practised  by  department  heads,  will 
be  insufficient  to  meet  department  requirements, 
and  I  have  notified  every  department  head  to 
practise  the  strictest  character  of  economy  as  it 
is  not  my  purpose  to  make  any  transfers  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  meet  departmental  shortages 
during  the  year. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,-  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City'  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  8100.000 
from  the  appropriation  for  Park  and  Recreation 
Department:  A.  Personal  Service,  1.  Permanent 
Employees,  to  a  special  appropriation  for  Recon- 
structing and  Repairing  Streets  by  Contract. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  tho  expense  of  recon- 
structing and  repairing  streets  by  contract,  tho 
sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  five  hundred 
thirteen  and  j'S,  dollars  (8400,513.35)  be  and  the 
si h.ni-,  is  ipeoially  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose stated,  and  that  the  said  amount  be 
by  taxation  on  (he  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by  tin- 
City  Council  relating  to  taxes  and  the  interest 
thereon  apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 
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Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses  pay- 
able during  the  financial  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  February,  1916,  the  respective  sums 
of  money  specified  in  the  tables  hereinafter  set 
forth  be  and  the  same  hereby  are  appropriated  to 
be  expended  by  the  several  departments  and  for 
the  objects  and  purposes  hereinafter  stated;  that 
said  sums,  to. the  amount  of  four  hundred  twelve 
thousand  three  hundred  ninety  and  t&s  dollars 
(S412.390.05)  be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls  and 
estates  taxable  in  the  .City  of  Boston,  and  that  all 
orders  passed  by  the  City  Council  relating  to 
taxes  and  the  interest  thereon  apply  to  the  taxes 
herein  provided  for. 

Appropriations  by  Departments. 

Assessing  Department §1,920  21 

Building  Department 7,903  60 

Board  of  Appeal ' 1,225  00 

Cemetery  Department 1,882  25 

Collecting  Department.  : " 700  00 

Consumptives' Hospital  Department..  2,753  14 

Election  Department 1,859  92 

Fire  Department 36,270  00 

Health  Department . ,  20,030  00 

Hospital  Department .' 29,197  91 


Boston  Almshouse  and  Hospital r  $6,300  00 

Placing  Out  and  Office  Division ;  47,215  00 

Suffolk  School  for  Boys :...-:'  2,245  00 

Steamer  "Monitor",. ....... 7,025  00 

Licensing  Board 4,515  00 

Market  Department. 75  00 

Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department.. .  51,221  86 

Temporary  Home 20  30 

Wayfarers'  Lodge ._ 350  00 

Public  Buildings  Department 25,025  29 

Public  Works  Department; 

Central  Office 5,020  00 

Bridge  Service 2,097  00 

Ferrv  Service 15,090  00 

Lighting  Service ■ 20,632  00 

Paving  Service .,...,..  38,724  02 

Sanitary  Service.  .  . .  . I.  v.  44,375  00 

Street  Cleaning  and  Oiling  Service..  17,335  00 

Sewer  Service ,  .  14,996  60 

Registry  Department. ..:.  ...  .  518  85 

Street  Laving-Out  Department ......  750  00 

Supply  Department 3,999  00 

Weights  and  Measures  Department. ..  130  00 

Wire  Department 988  10 

Totals $412,390  05 


ASSESSING   DEPARTMENT. 

A.     Personal  Service , , 

2.     Temporary  employees K S920  21 

C.  Equipment.  ..'..- 

9..    Office ., ;.-  ,$500  00 

D.  Supplies. ...........'. 

1.     Office S500  00 


A. 


A. 
B. 


S920 

21 

500 

00 

500 

00 

81,920 

21 

BUILDING   DEPARTMENT. 

Personal  Service  .'. ; $3,496  27 

1.     Permanent  employees .-. . ,        $3,445  15 

3.     Unassigned. . . . 51   12 

Service  Other  than  Personal ; 2,407  91 

1.  Printing  and  binding $250  00 

2.  Postage 75  00 

3.  Advertising  and  posting. 100  00 

13.  Communication. ..._..' ;  77  91 

14.  Motor  vehicle  repairs  and  care 500  00 

26.  Protective  and  preventive 1,000  00 

27.  Testing  materials  and  supplies 100  00 

35.  Fees,  service  of  venires,  etc ' 5  00 

37.  Photographic  and  blueprinting 200  00 

39.  General  plant _. 100  00 

Equipment. 886  68 

4.  Motor  vehicles ■ .  $386  68 

9.     Office.......... ..:.,.. 500  00 

Supplies 1,112  74 

1.     Office :-■.:.  $969  31 

11.     Motor  vehicle. 143  43 


$7,903  60 

BOARD   OF  APPEAL. 

Personal  Service . .  .  .  . $1,175  00 

1.     Permanent  employees. .  .- -.'. .        $1,175  00 

Supplies , 50  00 

1.     Office $50  00 


•  $L225  00 

CEMETERY   DEPARTMENT^ 

Personal  Service $25  00 

3.     Unassigned .,..,...■  -       $25  00 

Service  Other  than  Personal 267  25 

1.     Printing  and  binding. $7  00 

8.     Light  and  power 50  00 

12.  Premium  on  surety  bond :  .  .  . .  3  50 

13.  Communication , ' 60  00 

16,     Care  of  horses. ..'. ...  51  00 

27.     Testing  materials  and  supplies . , ;  10  75 

.35.     Fees,  service  of  venires,  etc , 15  00 

36.     Boiler  inspection 5  00 

40.  Harness,  etc.,  repairs. .....' : 50  00 

41.  Horseshoeing  and  clipping ; 15  00 
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C.  Equipment $315  00 

6.  Stable $15  00 

14.     Live  stock 200  00 

17.     General  plant 100  00 

D.  Supplies 275  00 

1.     Office $200  00 

11.     Motor  vehicle 75  00 

E.  Materials 200  00 

9.     Machinery ' . .  $50  00 

13.  General  plant 150  00 

F.  Special  Items 800  00 

7.  Pensions  and  annuities $800  00 

$1,882  25 

COLLECTING   DEPARTMENT. 

A.  Personal  Service $200  00 

3.     Unassigned $200  00 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 500  00 

3.     Advertising  and  posting $400  00 

35.     Fees,  service  of  venires,  etc J.00  00 

$700  00 

CONSUMPTIVES'  HOSPITAL   DEPARTMENT. 

A.  Personal  Service , . .  .• $1,000  00 

1.     Permanent  employees $1,000  00 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 1,073  14 

1.     Printing  and  binding $80  97 

14.  Motor  vehicle  repairs  and  care 150  00 

39.     General  plant : 836  17 

C.  Equipment 5  00 

5.  Motorless  vehicles $5  00 

D.  Supplies 400  00 

1.     Office •  $400  00 

E.  Materials 275  00 

10.  Electrical $275  00 

$2,753  14 

ELECTION   DEPARTMENT. 

A.  Personal  Service $609  92 

1.     Permanent  employees $454  00 

3.     Unassigned 155  92 

B.  Service  .Other  than  Personal . . . . ' 850  00 

13.  Communication $50  00 

39.     General  plant 800  00 

E.     Materials 400  00 

1.  Building $400  00 

$1,859  92 

FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

A.  Personal  Service $1,070  00 

2.  Temporary  employees $70  00 

3.  Unassigned 1,000  00 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal.  .  .  .  •. 19,900  00 

6.  Hire  of  teams $1,800  00 

15.  Motorless  vehicle  repairs  and  care 5,000  00 

39.     General  plant 12,500  00 

C.  Equipment 15,300  00 

4.  Motor  vehicles $12,000  00   ■ 

6.     Stable 300  00 

14.  Live  stock 3,000  00 

$36,270  00 

HEALTH   DEPARTMENT. 

B.     Service  Other  than  Personal $15,980  00 

1.     Printing  and  binding $700  00 

4.  Transportation  of  persons 2,500  00 

5.  Cartage  and  freight 60  00 

8.  Light  and  power 500  00 

1 1 .  Insurance 130  00 

13.     Communication 400  00 

17.  Care  of  persons 10,000  00 

18.  Cleaning 10  00 

29.  Stenographic  and  copying 150  00 

39.  General  plant 1,500  00 
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C.  Equipment $1,950  00 

4.  Motor  vehicles .  .  .  : $300  00 

7.  Furniture  and  fittings 300  00 

8.  Educational  and  recreational 150  00 

9.  Office 300  00 

12.  Medical,  surgical,  laboratory 000  00 

13.  Tools  and  instruments 200  00 

17.  General  plant 100  00 

D.  SUPPLIES 2,100  00 

1.  Office : $500  00 

2.  Food  and  ice 1,000  00 

3.  Fuel 500  00 

16.  General  plant 100  00 

$20,03Q  00 

HOSPITAL    DEPARTMENT. 

A.  Personal  Service $9,312  00 

1.     Permanent  employees $9,312  00 

C.  Equipment 300  00 

16.  Wearing  apparel $300  00 

D.  Supplies " 18,220  00 

i  2.     Food  and  ice .' $6,020  00 

3.  Fuel 11,500  00 

11.     Motor  vehicle 700  00 

E.  Materials 1,365  91 

I.  Building $500  00 

9.     Machinery 465  91 

10.  Electrical 400  00 

$29,197  91 

BOSTON   INFIRMARY   DEPARTMENT,   BOSTON  ALMSHOUSE  AND   HOSPITAL. 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal $5,500  00 

17.  Care  of  persons $2,000  00 

39.     General  plant 3,500  00 

C.  Equipment 500  00 

16.  Wearing  apparel $500  00 

D.  SUPPLIES ,. ■ 300  00 

4.  Forage  and  animal $300  00 

$6,300  00 

CHILDREN'S  INSTITUTIONS  DEPARTMENT,  PLACING   OUT  AND   OFFICE   DIVISION. 

A.  Personal  Service , $40  00 

3.     Unassigned $40  00 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 47,000  00 

17.  Care  of  persons $47,000  00 

C.  Equipment ' 25  00 

7.     Furniture  and  fittings $25  00 

D.  Supplies 150  00 

5.  Medical,  surgical  laboratory $150  00 

$47,215  00 

SUFFOLK   SCHOOL   FOR   BOYS. 

A.  Personal  Service $125  00 

2.  Temporary  employees $100  00 

3.  Unassigned 25  00 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 120  00 

13.     Communication $100  00 

22.     Medical : 20  00 

D.  Supplies 1.500  00 

3.     Fuel $1,500  00 

E.  Materials $500  00 

1.     Building -$500  00         

$2,245  00 

STEAMER   "MONITOR." 

B.     Service  Other  than  Personal $6,630  00 

3.     Advertising  and  posting $10  00 

8.     Light  and  power 20  00 

13.     Communication 100  00 

39.     General  plant 6,500  00 

C-     Equipment 370  00 

7.     Furniture  and  fittings $20  00 

II.  Marine .' 350  00 

D.     Supplies '. 25  00 

1.     Office $25  00 

$7,025  00 
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LICENSING    BOARD. 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal $3,615  00 

8.  Light  and  power .' $35  00 

13.     Communication ■•"  "" 

18.  Cleaning 30  00 

35.     Fees,  service  of  venires,  etc 3,500  00 

C.  Equipment 400  00 

7.  Furniture  and  fittings $200  00 

9.  Office 200  00 

D.  Supplies 500  00 

1.     Office $500  00 

$4,515  00 

MARKET   DEPARTMENT. 

B.     Service  Other  than  Personal -. $60  00 

13.     Communication $45  00 

19.  Removal  of  ashes  and  dirt 15  00 

D.    Supplies 15  00 

16.     General  plant $15  00 

$75  00 

OVERSEEING   OF  THE   POOR   DEPARTMENT. 

A.  Personal  Service .' $983  86 

1.  Permanent  employees .- $819  61 

2.  Temporary  employees 164  25 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 25  00 

1.  Printing  and  binding $25  00 

C.  Equipment 50  00 

13.     Tools  and  instruments $50  00 

D.  Supplies .' 163  00 

8.  Laundry,  cleaning,  toilet $13  00 

16.     General  plant 150  00 

F.     Special  Items 50,000  00 

10.     Mothers' Aid $50,000  00 

$51,221  86 

Temporary  Home. 

A.  Personal  Service $0  30 

2.  Temporary  employees $0  30 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal '. ■ 15  00 

13.     General  plant % $15  00 

C.  Equipment 5  00 

13.     Tools  and  instruments $5  00 

$20  30 

Wayfarers'  Lodge. 

B.     Service  Other  than  Personal $100  00 

39.     General  plant. $100  00 

D.  Supplies 250  00 

1.     Office $25  00 

8.     Laundry,  cleaning,  toilet 100  00 

13.     Chemicals  and  disinfectants 125  00 

$350  00 

PUBLIC   BUILDINGS   DEPARTMENT. 

A.  Personal  Service _ $G,837  29 

1.     Permanent  employees $6,S37  29 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 12,488  00 

15.     Motorless  vehicle  repairs $75  00 

23.     Veterinary 25  00 

39.     General  plant 12.3S8  00 

C.  Equipment 2,500  00 

7.     Furniture  and  fittings $2,500  00 

D.  Supplies 3,200  00 

3.     Fuel $3,100  00 

13.     Chemicals  and  disinfectants ' 100  00 

$25,025  29 

PUBLIC  WORKS   DEPARTMENT. 
Central  Office. 

A.    Personal  Service $1,750  00 

I.     Permanent  employees $4,750  00 
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B.  Service  Othek  than  Personal $95  00 

14.     Motor  vehicle  repairs  and  care $50  00 

37.     Photographic  and  blueprinting 10  00 

39.     General  plant 35  00 

C.  Equipment 175  00 

4.  Motor  vehicles : .$175  00 

$5,020  00 

Bridge    Service. 

A.  Personal  Service $1,202  00 

1.     Permanent  employees $1,202  00 

B. '  Service  Other  than  Personal 400  00 

3.     Advertising  and  posting $25  00 

0.  Hire  of  teams 200  00 

13.     Communication 125  00 

41.     Horseshoeing  and  clipping 50  00 

C.  Equipment 275  00 

7.     Furniture  and  fittings $25  00 

16.  Wearing  apparel 25  00 

17.  General  plant 225  00 

D.  Supplies 220  00 

'    3.     Fuel $220  00 

$2,097  00 

Ferry  Service. 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal . .  .* $5,490%  00 

1.  Printing  and  binding $160  00 

3.     Advertising  and  posting 30  00 

6.     Hire  of  teams 400  00 

18.  Cleaning 10  00 

19.  Removal  of  ashes  and  dirt 15  00 

32.  Towing 200  00 

39.  General  plant 4,675  00 

C.  Equipment 325  00 

3.  Electrical $25  00 

11.  Marine 75  00 

13.  Tools  and  instruments 125  00 

17.  General  plant ; 100  00 

D.  Supplies 9,175  00 

1.     Office $175  00 

3.     Fuel 9,000  00 

E.  Materials 100  00 

10.     Electrical $100  00 

$15,090  00 

Lighting  Service. 

A.  Personal  Service $1,007  00 

1.     Permanent  employees $1,007  00 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 19,625  00 

9.     Lighting  streets,  alleys  and  parks _. $17,000  00 

14.  Motor  vehicle  repairs  and  care 125  00 

39.     General  plant 2,500  00 

$20,632  00 

Paving  Service. 

A.  Personal  Service $2,500  00 

3.  Unassigned $2,500  00 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 31,753  02 

6.  Hire  of  teams $2,500  00 

21.  Removal  of  snow 28,998  02 

24.  Blacksmith 250  00 

36.  Boiler  inspection 5  00 

C.  Equipment 470  00 

5.  Motorless  vehicles $395  00 

16.     Wearing  apparel 75  00 

D.  Supplies 4,000  00 

4.  Forage  and  animal '. $4,000  00 

E.  Materials, 1  00 

9.     Machinery $1  00 


$38,724  02 
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Sanitary  Service. 

A.  Personal  Service $18,000  00 

1.  Permanent  employees $18,000  00 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 1G.G75  00 

2.  Postage . $25  00 

6.     Hire  of  teams 15,000  00 

8.  Light  and  power 400  00 

15.  Motorless  vehicle  repairs 1,000  00 

24.     Blacksmith 250  00 

C.  Equipments 500  00 

13.     Tools  and  instruments $500  00 

D.  Supplies 7,200  00 

4.  Forage  and  animal $7,000  00 

11.     Motor  vehicle 200  00 

E.  Materials 2,000  00 

13.  General  plant $2,000  00 

$44,375  00 

Street  Cleaning  and  Oiling  Service. 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal , $12,170  00 

3.  Advertising  and  posting $20  00 

5.  Cartage  and  freight r 500  00 

6.  Hire  of  teams 5,000  00 

10.  Rent,  taxes  and  water 700  00 

14.  Motor  vehicle  repairs  and  care 2,800  00 

16.  Care  of  horses 450  00 

24.  Blacksmith 200  00 

39.  General  plant 1,000  00 

41.  Horseshoeing  and  clipping 1,500  00 

C.  Equipment 15  00 

9.  Office $15  00 

D.  Supplies 50  00 

2.     Food  and  ice $50  00 

E.  Materials 5,100  00 

1.  Building $100  00 

2.  Highway 5,000  00 

$17,335  00 

Sewer  Service. 

A.  Personal  Service $3, 163  00 

1.  Permanent  employees $3,163  00 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 1  51 8  60 

2.  Postage $100  00 

7.  Heat ■ 171  00 

8.  Light  and  power 400  00 

22.  Medical 35  00 

27.  Testing  materials  and  supplies 12  60 

39.  General  plant 500  00 

41.  Horseshoeing  and  clipping 300  00 

C.  Equipment 1  100  00 

6.  Stable $150  00 

13.  Tools  and  instruments 100  00 

16.  Wearing  apparel 150  00 

17.  General  plant 700  00 

Supplies 8,215  00 

3.  Fuel $7,000  00 

4.  Forage  and  animal 1,200  00 

5.  Medical,  surgical,  laboratory 15  00 

F.  Special  Items 1,000  00 

11.  Workingmen's  compensation $1,000  00 

$14,906  60 

REGISTRY   DEPARTMENT. 

A.  Personal  Service $248  85 

1.     Permanent  employees $248  85 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 120  00 

4.     Transportation  of  persons $20  00 

13.     Communication 25  1111 

29.     Stenographic  and  copying 75  00 

C.  Equipment 150  00 

9.  Office $iso  66 


$518  85 
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STREET   LAYING-OUT   DEPARTMENT. 

Service  Other  than  Personal 

13.     Communication $25  00 

19.     Removal  of  ashes  and  dirt 200  00 

Equipment 

9.     Office $200  00 

16.     Wearing  apparel 25  00 

Supplies 

1.     Office $300  00 


D. 


$225  00 


225  00 


300  00 


$750  00 

SUPPLY  DEPARTMENT. 

A.  Personal  Service $1,910  00 

1.  Permanent  employees / . .        $1,910  00 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 1,039  00 

2.  Postage $500  00 

14.     Motor  vehicle  repairs  and  care 100  00 

27.     Testing  materials  and  supplies 439  00 

C.  Equipment 150  00 

4.     Motor  vehicles $150  00 

D.  Office : 900  00 

1.     Office $900  00 


WEIGHTS   AND    MEASURES   DEPARTMENT. 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 

3.     Advertising  and  posting $20  00 

C.  Equipment 

13.     Tools  and  instruments $75  00 

D.  Supplies 

16.     General  plant $35  00 


WIRE    DEPARTMENT. 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal 

1.     Printing  and  binding $500  00 

3.     Advertising  and  posting 6  10 

14.     Motor  vehicle  repairs  and  care 200  00 

37.     Photographic  and  blueprinting 15  00 

39.     General  plant.  . 20  00 

C.  Equipment ' 

3.  Electrical $100  00 

4.  Motor  vehicles 79  00 

D.  Supplies > 

11.     Motor  vehicles $40  00 

16.     General  plant 10  00 

E      Materials 

13.     General  plant $18  00 


$741   10 


179  00 


50  00 


18  00 


$988  10 


Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


STORAGE  OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  following-named 
persons  of  intention  to  use  the  premises  hereinafter 
named  for  the  storage  of  gasolene,  etc.,  viz.: 

Charles  O.  Danforth,  82  Alban  street. 

Charles  F.  Withington,  35  Bay  State  road. 

The    Winton    Company,     674    Commonwealth 

U\  I'lllll' 

Charles  A.  Davis,  ■30  Fairview  street. 
Harvard    Plumbing    Company,     117     Harvard 
street. 

W.  P.  Bullard,  27  Kenwood  street. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
missioners of  approval  of  appointment  by  the 
Mayor  of  Thomas  Sproules  as  Overseer  of  the 
Poor. 

Placed  oil  file. 


NOTICES  OF  HEARINGS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearings,  as  follows: 

Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company,  12th  loca- 
tion, June  29,  9.15  a.  m. 

West  End  Street  Railway  Company,  479th 
location,  June  29,  9.15  a.  m. 

West  End  Street  Railway  Company,  480th 
location,  June  29,  9.15  a.  m. 

Placed  on  file. 


CLERK   HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Registrar  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted pay  roll  certifying  that  certain  persons  had 
been  employed  in  his  office  from  May  22  to  June 
26,  and  that  work  had  been  performed  to  the 
amount  of  $4,430. SI.    • 

At  the  request  of  Coun.  COLLINS  a  letter  ac- 
companying the  pay  roll  was  read,  to  the  effect  that 
therehad  been  no  increase  in  the  salary  list  since 
the  preceding  month. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 
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CONFIRMATION    OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  1,2,  3,4,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the  Mayor 
June  19,  1916,  viz.: 

1.  Charles  P.  Jacobs,  to  be  a  "Weigher  of  Goods 
for  the  Charles  J.  Jacobs  Company. 

2.  John  F.  Mahoney,  Michael  F.  McLaughlin, 
James  Shea  and  John  F.  Donovan,  to  be  Weighers 
of  Coal,  Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark,  Measurers 
of  Grain,  Weighers  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery 
and  Weighers  of  Beef,  and  to  be  Weighers  of 
Goods  for  the  Donovan  Contracting  Company. 

3.  James  E.  Shea,  Michael  F.  McLaughlin  and 
John  F.  Mahoney,  to  be  Inspectors  of  Pressed  or 
Bundled  Hay  and  Straw. 

4.  Thomas  F.  Kellev,  Eugene  Sheridan,  John 
Dunn,  Robert  Fulton,  Fred  R.  Segee,  Mark  M. 
Manning,  Fred  P.  Wood,  Michael  Collins,  Jeremiah 
Sullivan,  Benjamin  Hay,  James  H.  Donovan, 
Allan  Wright,  Patrick  F.  Brennan,  William  W. 
Gordon,  Michael  J.  McCann,  Edward  J.  McCarthy, 
Patrick  J.  Conroy,  Grant  Dunn  and  John  Galloway, 
to  be  Weighers  of  Coal,  Measurers  of  Wood  and 
Bark, .  Measurers  of  Grain,  Weighers  of  Boilers 
and  Heavy  Machinery  and  Weighers  of  Beef. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Attridge  and  Collins.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6,  and  the  several  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


MONEY  FOR  STREET  CONSTRUCTION. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  5,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  following-named  streets 
be  and  hereby  are  designated  for  improvements 


or  construction,  as  hereinafter  specified,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  chapter  661  of  the 
Acts  of  1912,  viz.: 

Hyde  Park  avenue,  widening $175,000  00 

Norfolk  street,  Dorchester,  widening..  125,000  00 
Belgrade  avenue,  extension,  and  Beech 

street,  widening 100,000  00 

Chelsea  street,  Charlestown,  widening,    100,000  00 

On  June  14  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 


GENERAL     RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  COLLINS  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 


COMMITTEE     MEETINGS. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  announce  that  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  will  be  held  next  Wednesday  at 
half  past  two  o'clock,  the  day  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Council.  May  I  also  suggest  in  that 
connection  that  it  might  be  wise  for  the  President 
of  the  Council  to  arrange  fox  a  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  on  that  day,  because  of 
the  time  of  a  loan  order  expiring  by  limitation 
on  July  7? 

President  HAGAN — The  Chair  plans  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  committee  on  Thursday,  at 
1.30  p.  m.,  just  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Council. 
If  that  will  not  answer,  the  day  can  be  changed  to 
Wednesday. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS,  at 
11.30  a.  m.,  to  meet  on  Thursday,  July  6,  at  3  p.  m. 


City  of  ^Boston 


PROCEEDINGS 


CITY  COUNCIL, 


SATURDAY,   JULY    1,    1916, 


ON   THE   DEATH    OF 


JOHN   A.  COULTHURST, 


City  Councilor, 


FRIDAY,   JUNE   30,    1916. 


' 
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DEATH 
IAU\!         k           Cf\ 

OF 

1         JUnJN    A.    LUuLiiiUKSi, 

City  Councilor. 

CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

record  an  expression  of  the  sorrow  and  loss  we  feel 
as  individuals  because  of  the  death  of  John  Coul- 
thurst, and  also  to  indicate  the  loss  which  we  well 

know  that  the  City  of  Boston  has  suffered  because 

Proceedings  of  City  Council. 

of  the  death  of  this  courageous,  able  and  useful 
citizen.     I  desire  to  offer,  on  behalf  of  my  fellow 
members  and  myself,  as  a  member  of  this  Council, 
this  formal  resolution  to  be  spread  in  permanent 
form  upon  our  records. 

Saturday,  July  1,  1916. 

Coun.  STORROW  submitted  the  following  reso- 

Special   meeting    of    the    City    Council   in    the 

lutions: 

Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m., 

Whereas,  It  has  been  the  will  of  the  Creator  to 

to  take  action  following  the  death  of  Coun.  John  A. 

remove  from  this  world  John  A.  Coulthurst;  and 

Coulthurst.     President    HAGAN    presided. 

Whereas,  After  his  unflinching  struggle  against 

The  Clerk  read   the    call   for   the   meeting,  as. 

dread  disease  he  has  gone  to  his  well  earned  rest; 

follows : 

and 

July  1,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Whereas,    His    high    character,    public    spirit, 

Gentlemen, — You  are  requested  to  assemble  in 
the  City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Saturday, 
July  1,  1916,  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  to  take  such 
action  as  may  be  appropriate  on  the  death  of  our 

uncompromising    integrity     and    cheerfulness    to 
face  any  issue,  regardless  of  his  own  advancement, 
has  won  the  respect  of  and  endeared  him  to  the 
thoughtful  citizens  of  Boston;  be  it 

colleague,  John  A.  Coulthurst. 

Resolved,    That   the    City    Council,    in   special 

Respectfully, 

sesion    assembled,  gives    public    acknowledgment 

Henry  E.  Hagax, 

of  the  loss  the  city  sustains  in  the  passing  away  of 

President. 

a  courageous  and  valued  citizen,  one  with  a  bright 

Placed  on  file. 

future  before  him  had  it  pleased  the  Almighty  to 

— 

permit  him  to  live. 

The  following  was  received: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  City  Council 

City  of  Boston, 

extend  to  the  family  of  the  late  Coun.  John  A. 

Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  1,  1916. 

Coulthurst   their   sympathy    and   regret   in   their 

Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

hour  of  trial. 

It  is  with  profound  regret  that  we  learn  of  the 

Resolved,  That  a  cops-  of  these  preambles  and 

untimely  death  of  a  co-worker  in  the  administra- 

resolutions be  suitably  inscribed  and  sent  to  the 

tion  of  the  affairs  of  the  City  of  Boston,  Coun. 

widow  of  the  deceased. 

John  A.  Coulthurst. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  unanimous 

We  share  in  common  with  his  family,  immediate 

rising  vote. 

relatives  and  the  community  as  a  whole,  the  loss  of 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  all  the 

a   public    official    whose   knowledge    of   municipal 

members  of  the  City  Council  be  appointed  a  com- 

affairs and  strong  convictions  have  been  of  value. 

mittee   to   attend   the  funeral   of   the  late   Coun. 

In  conformity  with  custom,  I  have  ordered  the 

John  A.  Coulthurst,  and  that  the  Clerk  of  Com- 

flag on  City  Hall  to  be  displayed  at  half-mast  until 

mittees     procure     a     suitable     floral     tribute,  the 

after  the  funeral. 

expense  of  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 

Respectfully, 

priation  for  City  Council,  Incidental  Expenses. 

James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 

Passed. 

Placed  on  file. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.     President,     we     have 

Adjourned,    on   motion   of   Coun.    KENNY,    at 

met  here  in  special  session  this  morning  to  place  on 

11.44  a.  m.,  to  meet  on  Thursday,  July  6,  at  3  p.  m 

/SS^S^ 

tltgj^ljly. 

Siq.  zi 

aoo 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Thursday,  July  6,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President    HAGAN     in    the    chair,    and    all    the 
members  present. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
terms  ending  April  30,  1917,  viz.: 

1.  Levi  P.  Fernald,  30  Concord  square,  Boston, 
to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston.  ' 

2.  Raymond  Bacon,  323  Lamartine  street, 
Jamaica  Plain,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

3.  Anna  M.  Lehmann,  296  Highland  street, 
Roxbury,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

4.  Matthew  Farraher,  27  Water  street,  Water- 
town,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

5.  George  W.  Millen,  19  Dell  street,  Somerville, 
a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  a  Weigher  of  Boilers  and 
Heavy  Machinery. 

6.  Leslie  A.  Pike,  26  Warren  street,  Melrose,  a 
Weigher  of  Beef. 

7.  Frank  M.  Mayer,  19  Jefferson  street,  Win- 
throp,  a  Measurer  of  Grain. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Ray  Chertok,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Columbia  road. 

Martha  H.  Dyer,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  741  Shawmut  avenue  by  stoppage  of  drain. 

Harold  J.  Hamilton,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  because  of  a  defective  sidewalk  at  65  Kilby 
street. 

Mrs.  Delia  Hilbrunner,  for  compensation  for 
damages  by  sewage  at  3  Lark  street. 

Nathaniel  G.  Hill,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  435  Main  street  by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Michael  Miclinki,  to  be  paid  for  shoes  lost  at  the 
North  End  Park  Bath  House. 

Margaret  E.  Murray,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  22  Draper  street  by  a  broken  drain  pipe. 

Domenico  Porreea,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  65  and  67  Charter  street  because  of  defective 
water  pipes. 

Scipione  Ratti  et  al.,  to  be  refunded  a  tax  paid 
twice  by  them. 

B.  T.  Read,  for  compensation  for  damages  to 
clothing,  etc.,  by  a  street  sprinkling  cart. 

Max  Rosen,  for  compensation  for  an  accident 
caused  by  lack  of  signal  light  at  Chelsea  Bridge. 

Bernard  Rosenburg,  for  a  refund  of  fee  paid  for 
a  permit  to  make  sewer  connection  at  15  Paxton 
street. 

Mary  H.  Tivnan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
by  sewage  at  32  Haynes  street. 

Hannah  M.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries from  a  fall  on  crosswalk  at  Lexington  and 
Bunker  Hill  streets. 

R.  Clipston  Sturgis,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  automobile  by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Mrs.  S.  Blotner,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  by  projecting  wire. 

Executive. 
Samuel   Friedman,   for   permit  to   sell,    rent   or 
lease  firearms   at   223    and   225   Hanover  street, 
Ward  5. 

C.  D.  Faheney,  for  pormit  for  child  to  appear 
at  Boston  Opera  House  on  evening  of  July  6,  191G. 

Petitions  for  sidewalks,  viz.: 

Maurice  Aronson  et  al.,  Wayland  street, 
Dorchester. 

Charles  A.  Schmitt  et  al.,  South  street,  Roslin- 
dale. 


NOTICE   OF   CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Thomas  D.  O'Connor, 
Schoolhouse  Commissioner,  of  interest  in  con- 
tract for  erection  of  municipal  building,  the  notice 
being  in  accordance  with  law. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF  HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  July  6,  at  9.45  a.  m., 
on  petition  of  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company 
on  20th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions of  nine  newsboys  and  six  vendors  for  minors' 
licenses — recommending  that  the  same  be  granted. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  accompanied  by 
schedule  of  cost  of  sidewalk  construction  on  estates 
on  Pleasant,  Victoria  and  Pearl  streets,  and  Cush- 
ing  avenue,  Jerome  street  and  Windermere  road, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  schedule 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the  sums  set 
against  their  respective  names  as  their  propor- 
tional parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks 
on  the  above-named  streets,  the  same  amounting 
to  $612.18. 

The  order  was  passed. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  June  29)  transferring  $100,000  from 
Park  Department  for  reconstruction  and  repairing 
of  streets — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $100,000 
from  the  appropriation  for  Park  and  Recreation 
Department,  A.  Personal  Service,  1.  Permanent 
Employees,  to  a  special  appropriation  for  Recon- 
structing and  Repairing  Streets  by  Contract. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  June  29)  appropriating  $400,513.35  for 
reconstruction  and  repairingof  streets: — recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  expense  of  recon- 
structing and  repairing  streets  by  contract,  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  thousand"  five  hundred 
thirteen  and  thirty-five  one-hundredths  dollars 
($400,513.35)  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  specially 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  stated,  and  that  the 
said  amount  be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls  and 
estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all 
orders  passed  by  the  City  Council  relating  to  taxes 
and  the  interest  thereon  apply  to  the  taxes  herein 
provided  for. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  the  City 
Council  has  refused  until  now  to  pass  any  appro- 
priations for  streets,  for  two  reasons.  The  first 
is  that  an  insufficient  sum  has  always  been  Bent 
to  us.  At  no  time  have  the  appropriation  orders 
from  the  Mayor  for  the  repair  and  reconstruction 
of  our  streets  exceeded  the  sum  of  $253,00(1.  (if 
this  sum,  $100,000  was  in  the  Mayor's  original 
suggested  appropriation  from  the  budget,  and 
$153,000  was  to  oe  derived  by  an  increase  of  ten 
cents  in  the  tax  rates.  Those  of  us  who  have 
opposed  the  passing  of  those  orders  have  done  so, 
first,  from  the  ground  that  the  sum  was  entirely  in- 
adequate to  meet  the  situation,  particularly  in 
viow  of  the  fact  that  a  much  greater  sum  was 
and  has  been  available.  Tho  second  reason  why 
the  Council  has  refused  to  pass  tho  previous  ap- 
propriation orders  sent  in  by  the  Mayor  was  due 
to  the  fact  that  no  plan  had  been  submitted  by 
the  Mayor.     On   May  22  many  members  el    the 
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Council  expressed  themselves  as  being  opposed 
to  the  then  pending  appropriation  orders  by 
virtue  of  the  fact  that  not  only  were  the  orders 
small  in  amount  but  that  no  specific  plan  was  set 
forth.  On  that  date  I  said  that  I  did  not  believe 
any  action  should  be  taken  by  this  Council  until 
it  had  a  thorough  idea  of  the  specific  plarg  of  the. 
Mayor  with  respect  to  the  streets.  The  Chair  on 
that  same  date  took  the  floor  and  said: 

"There  is  a  good,  big  and  sufficient  sum  that  can 
be  used  for  the  streets,  and  we  believe  that  the 
Mayor  ought  to  send  in  here  a  broad,  comprehen- 
sive plan  that  will  enable  us  all  to  see  just  what  he 
is  going  to  do  with  the  money  that  is  available. 
I  do  not,  as  an  individual,  care  particularly  what 
streets,  but  I  want  a  designation  of  how  the  money 
is  going  to  be  spent  on  some  streets,  he  to  pick 
the  streets." 

Further  on  the  Chair  said  that  he  objected  to 
the  Mayor  "taking  out  an  amount  from  the  sums 
that  we  in  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
specifically  reserve  for  a  more  comprehensive  plan, 
and  suggesting  that  it  be  appropriated  in  a  piece- 
meal way." 

No  plan  was  forthcoming,  Mr.  President,  and 
consequently  the  Council  passed  an  appropriation 
order  in  which  it  designated  some  streets.  At  that 
time  the  gentleman  on  my  right,  Coun.  Storrow, 
said: 

"We  have  asked  the  Mayor  for  a  systematic 
plan  for  the  betterment  of  Boston's  streets.  It 
does  not  seem  to  us  that  the  Mayor  has  divulged 
his  plan  either  to  the  Council  or  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston.  A  plan  involves  the  order  in  which  our 
streets  are  to  be  reconstructed.  So  far  this  vital 
part  of  any  systematic  program  has  not  been  forth- 
coming from  the  Mayor's  office." 

That  plan,  as  submitted  by  the  Council,  was 
vetoed  by  the  Mayor.  It  is  very  clear  that  our 
attitude  has  been  to  insist  that  the  Mayor  tell  us — 
and  by  "us"  I  don't  mean  we  as  individuals,  but 
as  representing  the  taxpayers  of  Boston — how  the 
money  was  to  be  expended.  In  short,  sir,  all  that 
'  we  have  asked  for  is  specific  information.  Finally, 
yesterday,  the  Mayor  voluntarily  came  before  our 
committee  and  suggested  how  he  was  going  to 
spend  the  money.  That  is  all  that  we  sought  to 
obtain.  We  have  achieved  the  result — first,  a 
substantial  sum,  second,  a  clear  and  concise  plan 
from  the  Chief  Executive  as  to  how  the  money  is  to 
be  expended.  Consequently,  Mr.  President,  we 
are  in  favor  of  the  order  we  are  now  considering,  as 
well  as  the  one  which  we  have  just  passed. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — -Mr.  President,  I  am  not  here 
holding  a  brief  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  did 
not,  indeed,  understand  there  were  to  be  any 
remarks  offered  here  this  afternoon  after  the  con- 
ference which  was  held  yesterday.  So  far  as  the 
gentleman,  speaking  for  himself  and  his  associates 
who  voted  with  him,  is  concerned,  and  so  far  as 
concerns  his  controversy  with  the  Mayor,  we 
who  dissented  from  the  original  report  of  the 
committee  have  nothing  to  do.  We  have  no 
quarrel  with  the  Mayor,  we  have  no  quarrel  with 
the  gentlemen  who  have  styled  themselves  the 
majority.  We  have  steadfastly  from  the  outset 
consistently  urged  that  we  have  something  like 
half  a  million  dollars  or  $550,000  which  might 
be  utilized  this  year  for  the  repair  of  the  streets, 
and  we  have  at  all  times  consistently  adhered  to 
that  position.  So  far  as  the  gentleman's  statement 
goes — and  he  is  apparently  trying  to  gloss  things 
over  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  appear  that  his 
side  has  been  consistent  in  its  controversy  with  the 
Mayor — the  position  that  has  been  taken  on  that 
matter  speaks  for  itself.  It  is  now;  a  part  of  the 
record.  I  do  not  desire  to  enter  into  discussion 
upon  that  branch  of  the  question  at  all.  The  fact 
remains,  however,  that  it  is  "a  matter  of  record,  and 
all  you  have  to  do  is  to  read  the  record  to  find  that 
the  gentleman  and  those  who  voted  with  him  have 
not  been  content  with  having  information  from  the 
Mayor  or  having  the  Mayor  tell  them  what  streets 
he  was  to  repair,  but  they  put  into  a  positive, 
affirmative  order  the  amounts  and  names  of  the 
streets,  which  we  contended  was  entirely  improper, 
entirely  unfair  to  the  Mayor  as  the  executive  of 
Boston,  and  entirely  illegal  under  the  charter.  _  I 
have  no  objection,  as  I  say,  to  the  member  standing 
up  here  and  attempting  to  gloss  over  his  position 
and  that  of  his  associates  who  voted  with  him  in 
the  matter.  He  can  do  that  to  his  heart's  content. 
We  are  not  interested  in  that.  But  we  have  con- 
tended, and  this  action  bears  us  out,  that  there  is 
$550,000  which  might  be  utilized,  applied  to  the 


revamping  and  repair  of  the  streets,  and  we  are 
now  getting  that  amount  for  that  purpose.  For 
that  the  credit  is  largely  due — although  we  are  not 
claiming  credit  in  this  matter — to  the  gentlemen 
who  acted  with  me  and  who  dissented  from  the 
report.  Let  us  be  fair  in  these  matters.  I  was 
quite  willing  that  this  matter  should  pass  this 
afternoon  without  debate  or  discussion,  but  I  do 
want  now  to  say,  in  view  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman,  that  when  the  so-called  majority  set 
out  to  pass  here  an  order  in  which  they  undertook 
to  name  the  streets  and  the  amounts  and  to  appro- 
priate the  money,  in  other  words  when  they  under- 
took to  originate  a  budget  we  contended  that  that 
was  illegal  under  the  charter."  Therefore,  we  ob- 
jected to,  protested  against  and  dissented  from  that 
action.  We  are  not  here,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
holding  any  brief  for  the  Mayor,  but  we  are  here 
performing  our  duties  as  trustees  of  the  city,  per- 
forming them  under  the  charter  in  a  legal,  fair  and 
proper  manner,  and  I  submit  that  we  have  done  so 
throughout,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat  has  stated  that 
he  assumed  or  took  for  granted  that  no  remarks 
were  to  be  made  this  afternoon.  I  wish  to  advise 
him,  through  you,  sir,  that  at  no  time  have  I 
suggested  that  to  him,  and  I  was  unaware  that 
anybody  else  had  made  any  suggestion  of  that 
kind.  Whenever  I  have  any  remarks  to  make 
here  I  shall  not  ask  the  permission  of  anybody  to 
make  them,  but  shall  stand  here  as  a  matter  of 
right  and  declare  myself  as  to  what  I  think  should 
be  done.  As  the  gentleman  has  stated  there  was 
no  specific  plan,  and  we,  the  members  of  the. 
so-called  majority,  came  before  this  body  and 
offered  a  plan.  We  are  not  making  excuses  to 
anybody  for  doing  so,  and  we  are  not  asking  any- 
body's pardon  for  the  action  we  took.  We  only 
did  that,  Mr.  President,  when  we  felt  that  we 
were  compelled  to  do  it  in  order  to  get  the  desired 
information,  and  with  that  object  in  view  we 
insisted  upon  a  specific  plan.  The  streets  which 
we  enumerated  had  been  considered  good  ones 
not  only  by  Commissioner  Murphy  but  by  the 
chief  engineer  of  the  Finance  Commission,  Mr. 
Emerson.  I  know,  and  I  believe  the  gentleman 
who  has  taken  his  seat  will  agree  to  this,  that  if 
the  Mayor  had  signed  that  order,  which  was 
simply  an  amendment  of  the  Mayor's  appro- 
priation order,  it  would  have  been  a  valid  order. 
The  gentleman  has  stated  that  our  action  was 
illegal.  That  is  simply  his  opinion.  It  may  also 
be  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  but 
it  is  not  the  opinion  of  one  who  has  had  a  wider 
experience  in  municipal  affairs  than  any  man  in 
this  body  and  who  has  no  superior  on  municipal 
matters  in  this  city  or  in  the  state,  the  Hon.  • 
Nathan  Matthews.  He  claims  and  contends  in  a 
forcible  and  convincing  opinion  that  we  were 
clearly  within  our  rights.  We  are  not  at  this 
time  excusing  our  conduct;  we  are  merely  setting 
forth  the  facts,  and  the  facts  stand  for  themselves. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  the  road  to 
good  streets  seems  to  be  rather  a  long  one,  at 
times  a  little  tedious,  and  occasionally  appears 
to  have  a  bump  or  two.  We  have  been  trying  to 
progress  along  it  now  for  many  months.  I  fancy 
that  it  began  before  I  was  a  member  of  this  body, 
more  than  a  year  ago.  The  real  beginning,  so  far 
as  I  am  at  present  advised,  Mr.  President,  towards 
a  sound  policy  on  the  part  of  Boston  in  the  line 
of  repair  and  reconstruction  of  its  roads,  began 
when  this  Council  absolutely  refused  to  being  a 
party  to  running  into  debt  and  issuing  a  loan 
for  the  purpose  of  making  good  the  wear  and  tear 
of  our  city  streets.  Members  of  this  body  will 
all  remember  the  insistence  with  which  that  un- 
sound and  bad  principle  of  municipal  finance  was 
pressed  upon  this  body,  and  they  will  remember 
that  this  body,  as  I  recollect  it  by  a  large  majority, 
refused  to  run  into  debt  and  issue  loans  for  resur- 
facing worn  out  streets.  I  think,  as  Coun. 
Kenny  has  said,  that  the  record  is  pretty  clear. 
I  hardly  think  it  is  profitable  this  afternoon  to 
try  and  reargue  the  question  of  who  is  entitled 
to  credit  for  the  fact  that  the  Mayor  has  at  last 
brought  in  orders  doubling  the  amount  to  be 
utilized  for  the  streets.  Personally  I  think  that 
credit  should  be  given  to  the  majority.  I  believe 
if  we  had  not  consistent.lv  and  steadilv  voted 
against  the  order  for  the  $100,000  and  the  $153,000, 
and  insisted  upon  something  larger  before  we  would 
give  our  assent,  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  streets 
would  have  had  the  benefit  of  this  half  million 
dollars.  Obviously,  Mr.  President,  it  is- a  matter 
of  opinion.     Apparently  the  minority  feel  that  by 


JULY    6,    1916. 


212 


voting,  all  four  of  them  unanimously,  for  the  first 
order  which  the  Mayor  sent  in  for  the  $250,000, 
they  were  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  get  the 
Mayor  to  double  that  amount.  That  is  a  matter 
of  opinion.  My  opinion  is  not  theirs,  and  they 
may  be  right  and  I  may  be  wrong. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
the  member  who  is  now  addressing  the  body  if  he 
does  not  recall  that  at  one  time  during  the  debate 
here  recently  on  this  very  question  I  introduced 
a  resolution  asking  the  Mayor  to  send  in  an 
appropriation  for  $250,000  in  addition  to  what 
we  then  had  before  us? 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  the  member 
speaks  of  introducing  an  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — A  resolution,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  STORROW — A  resolution,  I  beg  your 
pardon,  a  resolution  inviting  the  Mayor  to  send 
in  an  order  for  $250,000  more.  I  think  that  very 
clearly  illustrates  our  different  views  about  what 
has  happened.  As  I  see  that  resolution,  it  was  a 
polite  invitation  to  the  Mayor  to  attend  the  dance. 
Perhaps  he  would  have  attended  the  dance.  Coun. 
Kenny  is  evidently  of  that  opinion.  I  can- 
not share  it.  It  is  not  my  opinion.  I  think  we 
have  the  $500,000  order  before  us,  Mr.  President,' 
because  we  refused  absolutely  and  steadily  voted 
against  the  $250,000  order.  But  I  do  not  seek 
to  prolong  debate  on  that  subject,  because  I  don't 
know  how  we  are  going  to  settle  this  question. 
We  might  talk  all  the  afternoon.  Coun. 
"Kenny  is  entitled  to  his  opinion  about  that  and 
the  efficacy  of  his  invitation  to  the  Mayor,  and 
I  assume  that  I  am  entitled  to  my  opinion  about 
the  perhaps  somewhat  more  brutal  method  of 
dealing  with  the  question,  of  bluntly  refusing  to 
vote  for  $250,000  and  standing  pat.  On  the 
other  point,  which  Coun.  Collins  has  well  dis- 
cussed, I  presume  we  shall  not  agree.  I  don't 
think  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  agree  this 
afternoon.  I  am  sure,  for  one,  and  I  think  I 
speak  for  the  members  who  voted  with  me, — and 
I  think  our  language  at  the  time,  quoted  by 'Coun. 
Collins,  makes  it  eminently  clear, — that  we  merely 
waited  for  the  Mayor  to  tell  us  and  to  tell  the 
people  of  Boston  what  he  was  going  to  do  with 
this  money.  He  did  not  tell  us.  We  live  to  be 
constructive  and  not  simply  negative,  especially 
on  this  side  of  the  chamber,  and  we  went  ahead 
and  presented  an  order  giving  a  list  of  streets  that 
we  thought  ought  to  be  attended  to.  We  had 
most  excellent  authority  for  the  legal  position 
which  we  took.  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  the 
position  of  Mr.  Kenny  is  wrong,  as  a  matter  of 
opinion,  or  that  Mr.  Sullivan  is  wrong  or  that 
Mr.  Matthews  is  wrong,  but  I  am  only  going  to 
say  that  the  weight  of  opinion  on  one  side  seems 
just  as  good  as  on  the  other,  that  that  is  a  rather 
technical  matter  and  that  doctors  disagree.  As  a 
common  sense  matter  and  not  as  a  legal  matter, 
I  do  assume  that  every  member  of  this  Council 
would  agree,  apart  from  legal  technicalities,  that 
there  is  nothing  wrong,  unhealthy  or  undesirable 
in  the  Mayor  telling  the  people  of  Boston  what  he 
is  going  to  do  with  their  money  when  he  asks  it. 
I  certainly  cannot  see  anything  wrong  about  that. 
I  believe  it  is  very  much  in  the  interest  of  public 
policy,  independently  of  the  legal  question  of 
just  where  the  charter  leaves  it.  At  any  rate, 
the  thing  seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of  a  fuss  about 
a  small  matter,  because,  even  adopting  Mr.  Sulli- 
van's point  of  view,  any  informality  in  that  order 
would  at  once  have  been  cured  at  any  stage  of 
the  proceedings  by  the  Mayor  drafting  his  own 
order  and  putting  in  his  own  list  of  streets.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  Mr.  President,  the  Mayor  has  now 
done  what  we  have  been  contending  for  from  the 
start,  as  I  see  it,  at  least  in  substance.  He  lias 
told  this  body  just  what  streets  he  intends  to 
repair  and  he  has  told  the  body  just  what  pave- 
ment he  intends  to  lay  down  in  those  streets.  I 
third;  he  is  very  right  in  giving  us  that  information, 
and  through  us  or  over  us  giving  that  information 
to  the  people  of  Boston.  Mr.  President,  I  want) 
to  incorporate  into  the  records  of  this  meeting, 
as  constituting  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  am  ready 
to  vote  for  this  order,  the  stenographic  report  of 
that  portion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  relative  to  the  information 
which  the  Mayor  gave  us  yesterday.  I  would 
like  to  hand  this  to  the  Clerk  and  li:nc  it  read.  It 
appears  on  pages  0  to  10  of  the  stenographic 
report. 

The  proceedings,  referred  to,  handed  to  the 
Clerk  and  rend  by  him,  are  as  follows: 

"Coun.  STORROW— I   asked   Mr.   Murphy,  if 


we  voted  this  $500,000,  on  what  streets  he  would 
spend  it.  I  would  be  very  glad  for  that  infor- 
mation. 

"Mayor  CURLEY— There  is  $40,000  for  the 
repair  of  existing  noiseless  paved  streets  that  would 
have  to  be  taken  care  of,  asphalt  and  bitulithic 
repairs. 

"Then  there  is  $20,000  for  rebates  on  artificial 
stone  sidewalks.  That  is  to  say,  the  city  pays  one 
half,  and  the  person  whose  property  is  benefited 
by  the  sidewalks  pays  the  other  half. 

"Albany  street,  of  course,  stands  out  very  promi- 
nently as  in  need  ,,of  immediate  attention.  It 
should  be  the  best  teaming  and  traffic  street  in  the 
entire  city.  It  leads  to  all  the  depots,  but  usually 
every  teamster  in  Boston  shuns  it,  and  has  done  so 
for  the  last  three  years,  that  can  reach  the  city  in 
any  other  way  on  account  of  the  condition  of  the 
street  itself.  Repaved  with  granite  block  on  con- 
crete base  with  grout  joints,  from  Dover  to  North- 
ampton street,  would  cost  $124,000. 

"Beach  street,  from  Harrison  avenue  to  Atlantic 
avenue,  granite  block  relaid  on  concrete  base, 
$10,500. 

"Hay market  square,  granite  block  on  concrete 
base,  $30,000. 

"Lincoln street,  from  Essex  street  to  Beach  street, 
granite  blocks  on  concrete  base,  $11,000. 

"Canal  street,  Haymarket  square  to  Causeway 
street,  granite  blocks,  relaid,  concrete  base,  $5,600. 

"Dorchester  avenue,  Savin  Hill  avenue  to  Free- 
port  street,  granite  blocks  relaid  on  concrete  base, 
$31,500. 

"The  Boston  Elevated  road,  I  might  say,  are 
relaying  with  heavy  rails  at  Dorchester  avenue  at 
the  present  time  and  they  are  putting  in  a  grouted 
cement  joint  between  their  rails.  If  we  do  the 
work  there  at  the  present  time,  it  will  stand  up 

—  longer.  Every  clay's  delay  means  so  much  injury. 
If  they  do  the  work  now,  and  we  come  along  after, 
we  will  have  to  break  down  more  or  less  of  their 
work,  and  vice  versa. 

"Charles  street,  from  Beacon  street  across 
Cambridge  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base, 
$20,800. 

"Then  there  are  the  asphalt  repairs  already  re- 
ferred to,  and  the  artificial  stone  sidewalks. 

"Clinton  street,  from  Merchants  row  to  Com- 
mercial street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base, 
$11,300. 

"Boylston  street,  from  Tremont  street  to  Wash- 
ington street,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  use  wood 
blocks  on  concrete  base,  $6,800. 

"Washington  street,  from  Haymarket  square  to 
Elm  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base,  $8,900. 
The  idea  is  to  start  for  the  first  time  a  common 
center  from  which  to  radiate  each  year.  In  other 
words,  we  start  with  Haymarket  square  as  a 
center  and  work  out  throughout  the  city,  making  a 
permanent  paving,  and  the  probability  is  that  a 

-  granite  block  with  grouted  joints  on  concrete  base 
would  last  twenty-five  years,  so  that  if  a  liberal 
policy  on  streets  is  pursued,  you  will  be  able  to 
reach  out  into  the  suburbs  before  many  years. 

"Devonshire  street,  from  Adams  square  to 
Water  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base, 
$,8,300. 

"  McKinley  square,  around  the  Custom  House, 
granite  blocks  on  concrete  base,  $21,000. 

"Cross  street,  from  Commercial  street  to  Hay- 
market square,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base, 
.$10,000. 

"Batterymarch  street,  from  Franklin  street  to 
Broad  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base, 
$4,500. 

"Fulton  street,  from  Blackstone  street  to  Rich- 
mond street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base, 
$10,000. 

"Mercantile  street,  from  South  Market  street 
to  Richmond  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete 
base,  $9,600. 

"School  street,  from  Tremont  street  to  Washing- 
ton street,  granite  block;  the  probability  is  they 
would  have,  to  put  that  in  on  a  pitched  joint  on 
account  of  the  grade;  original  recommendation 
cidled  for  wood  block  but  is  changed  to  granite 
block,  $5,400. 

"Harrison  avenue,  from  ECneeland  street  to 
Dover  street,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base. 
$20,000.  This  includes  about  1,400  square  yards 
of  asphalt  in  front  of  churches  which  would  prob- 
ably be  reconstructed  as  it  is. 

"Appleton  street,  from  Trenuml  street  to 
Columbus  avenue,  asphalt  on  macadam  baso, 
$14,000. 

■Coun.  STORROW— Is  that  an  important 
street? 


213 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


"Mayor  CURLEY — Important  for  this  reason. 
If  we  fix  up  that  street  it  would  relieve  some  of 
the  congestion  in  that  vicinity.  We  must  do 
something  with  the  South  End  streets  some  time. 
If  we  had  the  money,  and  had  the  downtown  sec- 
tion fixed  up,  I  would  approve  spending  one  half 
or  two  thirds  in  fixing  what  are  now  unsightly 
mad-holes  and  should  be  attractive  residential 
streets.  From  Dover  street  to  Northampton 
street,  and  between  the  railroad  tracks  and  Albany 
street,  it  is  disgraceful  about  all  the  time.  Heavy 
shade  trees  are  planted  on  both  sides  of  the  street: 
the  macadam  turns  into  mud,  and  it  remains  mud 
practically  the  entire  summer,  and  if  we  had  the 
money  there  is  no  better  investment  that  could 
be  made  in  the  development  of  values  than  to 
cover  with  some  clean,  noiseless  surface.  I  would 
take  in  all  the  streets  along  there,  Rutland,  Brook- 
line,  Newton,  Dedham,  and  so  on  clear  to  Dover 
street.  We  took  in  three,  Appleton  street,  from 
Tremont  street  to  Columbus  avenue;  Chandler 
street,  from  Berkeley  street  to  Columbus  avenue, 
and  West  Canton  street,  from  Tremont  street  to 
Appleton  street;  that  is,  Appleton  street  as  stated, 
.$14,000;  Chandler  street,  asphalt  on  macadam 
base,  $7,200;  and  West  Canton  street,  asphalt  on 
macadam  base,  $5,000. 

"Coun.  STORROW— What  surface? 

"Mayor  CURLEY — Just  a  layer  of  asphalt  over 
macadam  as  we  have  done  on  Columbia  road,  and 
as  we  propose  to  do  on  other  streets. 

"Then  West  Broadway,  South  Boston,  from 
Dorchester  avenue  to  E  street,  asphalt  on  con- 
crete base,  $22,500.  We  might  perhaps  construct 
it  as  they  have  done  with  some  sections  in  New 
York,  laying  it  over  the  old  granite  block. 

"I  think  I  gave  you  around  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  $19,300.     That  is, 

Fruit  street,  from  Charles  street  to  Blossom 

street _ ■ $7,100 

North  Grove  street,  from  Cambridge  street 

to  Fruit  street 5,150 

Parkman    street,     from     North     Anderson 

street  to  North  Grove  street 1,800 

North  Anderson  street,  from  Parkman  street 

to  Fruit  street 650 

Blossom  street,  from  Allen  street  to  Fruit 

street. . 4,600 

"This  would  be  in  about  the  relative  order  of 
importance,  getting  up  to  about  $480,000  or 
$490,000,   and  following   on  that  we   would  take 

"Congress  street,  from  Atlantic  avenue  to  Fort 
Point  channel,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base, 
$19,800. 

"Dorchester  avenue,  from  Congress  street  to 
West  Broadway,  granite  blocks  on  concrete  base, 
$91,500,  if  we  had  the  money. 

"Then  Albany  street,  from  Kneeland  street  to 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  tracks,  granite 
blocks  on  concrete  base,  $19,500.  In  all  prob- 
ability we  would  go  far  enough  to  make  a  con- 
tinuous thoroughfare  running  from  Kneeland 
street  out  to  Massachusetts  avenue,  which  is  a 
first-class  street  now,  running  out  to  Dorchester, 
and  then  Columbia  road  right  out." 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  believe 
that  is  not  an  unreasonable  list  of  streets.  Person- 
ally I  would  like  better  the  list  of  streets  submitted 
in  that  order  we  have  been  discussing  this  after- 
noon, but  I  believe  that  all  these  streets  do  need 
attention  and  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  vote  for 
this  order,  so  far  as  these  streets  are  concerned.  I 
began  by  saying  that  we  had  spent,  I  think,  a  year 
really  trying  to  get  established  some  sound  prin- 
ciples which  would  lead  to  better  streets.  I  want 
to  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  a  few  minutes  longer  while  I  read  a  state- 
ment which  has  been  submitted  to  you,  Mr. 
President,  and  which  you  and  I  have  discussed 
with  our  two  fellow  councilors  here,  and  agreed 
upon  as  substantially  embodying  our  views  of 
what  has  been  accomplished.  I  think  we  all 
agree,  Mr.  President,  on  both  sides  of  this  chamber, 
that  if  we  are  going  to  have  better  streets  in  Boston 
we  have  got  to  have  the  interest  and  the  help  of 
the  people  of  Boston.  In  the  long  run,  if  they  are 
going  to  be  satisfied  with  the  streets  as  they  now 
are — or,  at  least,  if  not  satisfied  are  not  going  to 
be  willing  to  take  the  pains  and  interest  to  intelli- 
gently study  the  question  and  make  their  influence 
felt  on  the  right  side  of  the  various  questions 
involved — this  Council  cannot  secure  better  streets. 
The  people  of  Boston  have  got  to  get  into  it,  have 
got  to  take  an  interest  and  help.  Now  for  the 
statements,  Mr.  Presiderlt: 


"As  members  of  the  City  Council  we  arc  going 
to  vote  for  these  two  latest  orders  sent  us  b\  Hit- 
Mayor  appropriating  $500,513.35-  out  of  current 
city  income  for  street  repair  and  maintenance. 

"It  seems  to  us  highly  important  at  this  time 
tp  review  briefly  the  efforts  which  we  have  been 
making  for  many  months  to  improve  our  streets. 
We  regard  this  as  highly  important  because,  while 
this  Council  by  its  actions  may  contribute  some- 
thing toward  better  streets,  yet  unless  the  move- 
ment has  public  support,  the  efforts  of  the  Council 
will  be  of  small  avail,  and  our  streets  will  soon 
relapse  again  into  their  present  disgraceful  and 
humiliating  condition. 

"The  only  basis  upon  which  Boston  can  secure 
good  streets  is,  first,  an  insistent  public  demand 
for  good  streets;  and  second,  and  quite  as  im- 
portant, sufficient  interest  on  the  part  of  our 
citizens  to  get  to  understand  the  things  which 
must  be  done  to  secure  good  streets,  and  a  will- 
ingness to  back  up  those  who  are  struggling  for 
the  accomplishment  of  those  things. 

"It  is  no  accident  that  when  you  travel  towards 
Boston  on  one  of  our  main  highways,  exclusive 
of  the  metropolitan  park  system,  you  pass,  at 
the  Boston  line,  from  a  good  to  a  bad  highway. 

"If  we  throw  a  stone  in  the  air,  we  all  know  it 
will  come  down.  If,  in  the  repair  and  maintenance 
of  our  streets,  we  violate  every  single  one  of  the 
well  known  and  common  sense  principles  relating 
to  proper  street  expenditures  and  proper  street 
construction,  we  may  be  as  certain  of  getting  bad 
streets  as  we  are  of  the  descent  of  the  stone.  Yet 
this  is  what  we  have  persistently  and  insistently 
done  in  Boston. 

"If  there  is  any  wrong  principle  relating  to  the 
maintenance  and  repair  of  our  streets  which  the 
City  of  Boston  has  not  diligently  applied,  we  must 
admit  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
that  wrong  principle. 

"What,  .then,  are  the  correct  principles  the 
majority  of  the  Council  have  been  fighting  for?" 

And  may  I  say  here,  Mr.  President,  that  we 
are  not  seeking  in  the  least  to  claim  all  the  credit, 
and  this  statement  is  not  prepared  with  the  in- 
tention of  claiming  any  credit  for  what  has  been 
accomplished,  but  because  we  feel  that  it  is  very 
important  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  should  be 
made,  if  possible,  to  understand  the  various  prin- 
ciples which  we  have  been  fighting  for,  and  which 
I  think  all  of  us  believe,  or  at  any  rate  most  of 
us  believe,  will  lead  to  better  streets. 

"What,  then,  are  the  correct  principles  the 
majority  of  the  Council  have  been  fighting  for?" 

We  are  going  to  enumerate  them,  and  we  beg 
the  citizens  of  Boston  to  read  them— not  for  any 
good  it  may  do  us  personally,  but  in  order  that 
they  may  cooperate  in  their  own  interests  in 
securing  for  Boston  better  streets. 

"First. — It  was  insistently  urged  upon  the 
Council  that  it  should  cooperate  in  issuing  a  loan 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  our  streets.  Instead, 
the  Council  has  insisted,  and  has  carried  its  point, 
that  the  annual  wear  and  tear  of  our  streets  should 
be  taken  care  of  out  of  the  annual  taxes. 

"Second. — The  majority  of  the  Council  have 
insisted  that  an  adequate  sum  should  be  devoted 
to  the  repair  of  our  streets.  The  Chief  Executive 
has  urged  upon  the  Council  the  appropriation, 
exclusive  of  $47,000  to  be  spent  by  the  Park  Depart- 
ment on  Commonwealth  avenue,  of  $253,000,  a 
sum  grossly  inadequate  to  take  care  of  our  streets. 
The  majority  of  the  Council  -have  repeatedly 
refused  to  vote  for  such  an  inadequate  sum.  The 
majority  of  the  members  are  today  prepared  to  vote 
for  the  $500,000  now  proposed  by  the  Mayor, 
instead  of  his  original  $253,000,  though  the  majority 
would  be  glad  to  vote  for  even  a  larger  sum. 

"Third.. — We  have  fought  for  the  open  specifica- 
tion, so  that  the  city  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
money  appropriated  for  repairing  our  streets  may 
have  the  benefit  of  competition  so  as  to  make  the 
sum  go  as  far  as  possible.  It  has  been  insistently 
urged  that  the  city  use  the  closed  specification  and 
hand  the  work  to  one  particular  concern  at  its 
own  price.  The  Mayor's  own  special  Paving 
Commission  has  now  upheld  our  attitude  in  regard, 
to  this,  and  we  may  consider  that  this  healthy  and 
necessary  principle  of  throwing  the  work  open  to 
competition  is  now  established. 

"Fourth. — That  the  total  sum  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  year  shall  be  named  by  the  Mayor  and  a 
plan  set  forth  for  its  expenditure,  including  the 
naming  of  the  streets  to  be  resurfaced  and  the  kind 
of  material  to  be  used  for  the  resurfacing.  This 
was  done  yesterday  by  the  Mayor. 
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"Fifth. — The  members  of  the  Council  have 
insisted  that  not  merely  shall  the  specification  be 
open  so  far  as  the  kind  of  pavement  is  concerned, 
but  that  it  shall  be  open  also  to  free  competition 
in  regard  to  the  asphalt  which  forms  such  an 
important  part  of  most  of  our  modern  street  work. 
The  majority  members  of  this  Council  have  pointed 
out  that  natural  lake  asphalt  is  a  monopoly  in  the 
hands  of  one  company,  and  that  specifications 
should  be  so  drawn  as  to  permit  competition 
between  the  lake  asphalt  and  asphalt  secured  from 
petroleum  sources,  or  residual  asphalt  as  it  is  com- 
monly called.  The  recent  specification  for  Moraine 
street  concedes  this  principle. 

"Sixth. — The  Council  has  insisted  that  the  ad- 
vertisement for  bids  shall  be  put  out  sufficiently 
long  before  the  date  set  for  the  award  so  as  to  give 
all  possible  competitors  a  chance  to  compete,  in- 
stead of  being  rushed  through  for  the  benefit  of  a 
few  local  contractors  who  are  in  the  'know.'  On 
the  insistence  of  the  Council,  Commonwealth 
avenue  was  readvertised  for  this  reason. 

"Seventh. — The  City  Council  has  insisted  that  it 
is  wasting  money,  and  unnecessarily  limiting  the 
number  of  streets  that  can  be  resurfaced,  to  specify, 
as  was  done  recently  in  the  case  of  Moraine  street 
and  certain  other  streets,  a  street  pavement  as 
thick  and  as  heavy  for  a  residential  street  as  for  a 
main  artery  crowded  with  constant  heavy  traffic. 
The  Street  Department  has  now  conformed  to 
this  principle. 

"Eighth. — The  Council  has  insisted  that  the 
place,  and  the  only  place,  where  the  city  can  de- 
termine whether  it  is  getting  the  right  amount  of 
asphalt  in  the  mixture  is  at  the  mixer,  and  that 
reliable  and  rigid  inspection  must  be  maintained 
at  this  point  if  the  city  is  to  make  sure  that  it  gets 
the  right  proportion  of  this  more  costly  part  of 
the  surfacing  material. " 

I  wish  we  could  say  that  that,  too,  had  been 
accomplished,  Mr.  President.  It  appeared — I  am 
stating  from  memory — in  the  testimony  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  that  apparently 
they  had  never  thought  of  having  an  inspector  at 
the  mixer,  or,  at  any  rate,  if  they  had  had  such  a 
good  thought,  it  had  not  impressed  them  as  a  good 
thought,  and  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  did 
not  have  any  inspection  at  the  mixer.  We  all 
know  perfectly  well  that  after  you  have  specified 
so  much  sand  and  so  much  asphalt,  and  so  much 
sand  and  so  much  broken  rock  and  so  much  asphalt, 
that  the  sand  and  the  rock  are  a  great  deal  cheaper 
than  the  asphalt,  and  that  a  contractor  is  under  a 
strong  temptation  to  substitute  sand  or  rock  for 
asphalt.  Every  bit  of  asphalt  that  he  can,  scrouge 
out  from  the  city  will  be  money  in  his  pocket,  and 
there  is  no  effective  way  of  determining  that  by 
inspecting  the  work  in  the  street.  But  there  is  an 
absolutely  effective  way  of  determining  exactly 
how  much  rock  can  be  put  into  the  mixer,  because 
it  can  be  measured  at  that  point,  and  how  much 
asphalt  is  put  into  the  mixer,  because  that  can  be 
measured  at  that  point.  This  Council  has  called 
the  attention  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
to  the  fact  that  by  having  no  inspector  at  the  mixer 
he  is  leaving  the  city  absolutely  unprotected  at  this 
important  point,  in  fact,  the  most  important  of  all 
points  in  the  work — and  we  hope,  the  Council 
having  called  the  attention  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  to  that  fact,  that  he  is  not  going 
to  forget  it,  that  he  will  not  only  provide  for  inspec- 
tion at  that  point  but  provide  for  honest,  fearless 
and  effective  inspection  at  that  point,  to  protect  the 
city's  interest. 

"Ninth. — The  Council  has  protested  against  the 
extension  of  patching  contract  as  was  done  last 
year  to  the  same  contractor  without  readvertising. 
This  practice  lias  been  stopped. 

"We  do  not  recite  this  record  for  the  purpose 
either  of  claiming  credit  for  our  action  or  unneces- 
sarily criticising  the  shortcomings  of  the  present 
administration.  We  draw  attention  to  the  fact 
that  to  secure  good  streets  Boston  must  keep  in 
active  operation  and  constantly  carry  out  in  good 
faith  these  elementary  sound  principles,  every  one 
of  which  the  ('ouncil  has  stood  for  and  every  one 
of  which,  without  a  single  exception,  has  been 
violated  in  the  past  by  the  executive  departments 
of  this  city." 


Coun.  COLLINS  in  the  chair. 


The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  HAGAN — Mr.  Chairman,  on  May  22 
last,  wben  this  matter  was  under  consideration  in 
this  body,  I  made  a  statement  in  regard  to  my 
individual   position   which   I   think    reflected    the 


state  or  attitude  of  mind  of  the  so-called  majority 
members  of  this  body.  It  is  very  evident  that  the 
statement  made  at  that  time  did  not  hit  home. 
It  so  happens  that  Coun.  Collins  in  his  argument 
today  has  read  that  statement.  It  is  equally 
evident  that  it  has  not  penetrated  to  my  four  good 
friends  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  chamber.  For 
the  purpose  of  emphasizing  what  our  position  then 
was,  for  the  purpose  of  driving  it  home  with  a  sledge 
hammer  blow,  if  necessary,  I  am  going  to  try  to 
impress  upon  my  colleagues  what  was  the  position 
of  the  majoritv  members  so-called  of  this  Council. 
I  said  on  May  22: 

"There  is  a  good,  big  and  sufficient  sum  that 
can  be  used  for  the  streets,  and  we  believe  that  the 
Mayor  ought  to  send  in  here  a  broad,  comprehen- 
sive plan  that  will  enable  us  all  to  see  just  what 
he  is  going  to  do  with  the  money  that  is  available." 

Now,  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  this  part: 

"I  do  not,  as  an  individual,  care  particularly 
what  streets,  but  I  want  a  designation  of  how  the 
money  is  going  to  be  spent  on  some  streets,  he  to 
Tiiclv  the  ^t.rppts  '' 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  was  at  that  time  speak- 
ing for  himself  or  for  the  so-called  majority  he 
talks  about? 

Coun.  HAGAN — Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  stated 
in  my  preliminary  remarks  that  what  I  had  to  say 
was  my  individual  opinion  and  I  thought  it  reflected 
the  attitude  of  mind  of  my  four  colleagues  who 
were  in  this  body  at  that  time.  Coun.  Kenny 
believes  that  the  so-called  majority  were  illegal 
in  their  action.  As  has  been  pointed  out  here 
today,  there  is  an  honest  difference  of  opinion 
existing  between  two  eminent  jurists  as  to  whether 
or  no  Coun.  Kenny  is  correct.  It  is  perfectly 
evident  that  the  Mayor  would  not  designate  the 
streets.  This  body,  sitting  as  a  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  some  weeks  ago  asked  the  Mayor 
to  come  before  them  and  he  didn't.  The  Mayor 
designated  streets  yesterday,  and  that  information 
has  filtered  through  to  the  public  in  the  Press  of 
today.  The  streets  as  named  by  the  Mayor  may 
not  meet  with  the  approval  of  all  of  us,  but  the 
main  point  is  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  are  aware 
today  of  how  their  money  is  to  be  spent  upon  the 
streets,  through  the  executive  who  has  supreme 
authority  in  the  spending  of  that  money.  If  this 
Council  had  not  designated  the  streets,  whether 
legally  or  illegally,  the  Mayor  would  never  have 
designated  the  streets  which  he  did  yesterday, 
information  about  which  the  public  has  today.  I 
was  particularly  impressed,  in  reading  the  recent 
message  of  the  Mayor  sent  into  the  body  at  its 
last  meeting,  with  these  words,  which  I  am  quoting: 

"The  necessity  for  street  reconstruction  and 
repair  is  of  such  importance  that  to  provide  a  less 
sum  than  $500,000  would  be  a  gross  injustice  to  the 
taxpayers  and  the  city." 

That  is  what  the  Mayor  thinks  today;  yet  when 
the  original  budget  was  submitted  to  this  Council 
and  went  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
the  Mayor  had  in  that  budget  but  $100,000  for  the 
repair,  revamping  or  reconstruction  of  our  deplor- 
able streets.  The  orders  that  have  been  heretofore 
submitted  to  this  Council  have  called  for  that 
original  $100,000  plus  $153,000,  which  was  an 
absolute  gift  to  us  by  the  Legislature,  to  come  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  taxpayers  of  this  city.  It  is 
very  evident  that  my  four  colleagues  who  have 
disagreed  with  me  have  believed  heretofore  that 
$100,000  plus  $153,000,  or  a  total  of  $253,000, 
was  sufficient,  because  they  were  willing  to  vote, 
and  did  vote,  for  that  sum.  It  is  quite  true  that,  a 
resolution  would  have  found  its  proper  receptacle  in 
the  pigeonholes  of  the  Mayor's  desk  and  would 
never  have  been  fruitful  of  any  good.  In  other 
words,  if  this  Council  had  passed  the  original 
Mayor's  order  for  $253,000,  that  is  all  the  money, 
gentlemen,  you  would  have  this  year  for  street  re- 
pair or  street,  reconstruction.  Our  refusal  to  accepl 
those  orders  and  our  insistence  upon  the  Mayoi 
taking  advantage  of  tin-  larger  sum  that  was  avail- 
able, has  resulted  in  the  order  which  is  under  con- 
sideration here  today  providing  over  half  a  million 
dollars.  Hut.  to  emphasize  the  point,  if  we  had 
passed  the  $253,000  order,  that  is  all  we  would  li:i\  e 
had  this  year.  We  are  now  going  to  have  at  least. 
$500,000,  and  there  is  a  chance  yet  for  more.  \s  I 
interprel  the  language  of  the  Mayor  in  his  reeohl 
communication  to  this  Council,  where  hi-  said  it 

would  be  a  gross  injustice  to  the  taxpayers  of  the 

city  to  appropriate  lest  than  1500,000,  it  is  a  clear 
and  absolute  oase  of  the  deserting  of  my  four  es- 
teemed colleagues  in  this  ( 'ouncil,  or.  iii  other  words, 
speaking  figuratively,  a  kicking  of  them  oul   of  his 
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bed.  I  want  to  point  out  other  words  that  the 
Mayor  has  incorporated  in  his  recent  communica- 
tion to  this  body. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  am  trying  to 
follow  the  member  as  well  as  I  can,  and  would  like 
to  have  those  last  sentences  repeated.  (The 
sentences   were   repeated.) 

Coun.  HAGAN — Other  language  used  by  the 
Mayor  in  his  recent  communication,  which  will  be  a 
subject  of  future  debate  in  this  Council  when  the 
other  appropriation  order  for  department  purposes 
is  under  consideration,  is  at  this  moment  worthy  of 
some  serious  attention.  The  Mayor  says  that  if 
any  salary  increases  were  approved  this  would  have 
been  impossible,  and  consequently  no  provision  has 
been  made  for  salary  increases.  It  is  perfectly 
evident,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  my  colleagues  in  this 
body  who  differ  with  me  have  made  no  careful 
analysis  of  the  recent  order  sent  to  the  body  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  asking  for  55412,000  to  be  used 
for  department  purposes.  Had  they  made  even  a 
casual  examination  or  analysis  of  that  document 
they  would  have  found — what  will  be  clearly  in- 
dicated when  they  do  analyze  and  try  to  dig  a 
little  bit  deeper  beneath  the  surface — that  every 
dollar  of  and  an  additional  sum  to  the  so-called 
savings  of  the  Council  as  a  whole,  in  which  they 
have  taken  particular  pride  up  to  now,  is  dissipated 
and  is  being  utilized  by  the  Mayor  and  given 
back  to  the  department — every  dollar  and  more  of 
the  savings  out  of  Schedules  B,  C,  D  and  E.  When 
they  analyze  they  will  find  that  all  the  additional 
money  that  is  available  for  this  half  million  order 
that  will  be  passed  here  today  is  out  of  the  savings 
under  Schedule  A,  as  found  by  the  so-called  major- 
ity members  of  this  body.  That  issue  was  where 
members  of  this  Council  parted  ways.  Schedule  A 
was  where  we  and  our  good  friends  fell  out.  Yet 
the  Mayor  has  taken  advantage  of  the  savings  of 
the  so-called  majority  in  that  connection,  and  to 
my  mind  has  repudiated  all  the  contentions  and  all 
the  arguments  that  heretofore  have  been  presented 
by  the  so-called  minority.  I  am  going  to  vote 
for  this  order  today,  Mr.  Chairman,  because 'it 
provides  half  a  million  dollars,  which  is  a  small 
proportion  of  the  sum  needed  for  the  proper 
repair  of  our  streets,  but  which  will  make  a  start 
in  that  direction.  It  will  also,  I  hope,  establish  a 
precedent  that  will  be  followed  along  in  other  years 
and  by  other  Councils  that  follow  this  Council,  so 
that  larger  sums  will  be  available  in  the  years  to 
come.  We  may  thereby  in  due  season,  in  a  period 
of  time,  get  our  streets  back  into  proper  repair. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  after  the 
very  intelligent  and  interesting  explanation  made 
to  the  four  so-called  minority  members  by  our 
President,  I  want  to  say  that  he  came  pretty  near 
convincing  me  that  we  did  not  know  what  we  were 
doing  when  we  were  voting  for  this  $253,000,  and 
I  think  my  colleagues  will  agree  with  me  when  I 
say  that  I  did  not  think  he  was  able  to  enlighten  us 
as  he  has  in  this  very  interesting  talk  he  has  just 
given  us,  of  what  we  should  have  done  or  what  we 
did  do  that  was  not  right!  He  has  also  convinced 
me  that  the  so-called  majority  members  should  be 
given  all  the  credit,  if  there  was  to  be  any  credit 
given,  for  this  $500,000  order  that  we  are  now 
considering!  There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  has 
happened  since  this  discussion  has  commenced. 
The  so-called  majority  have  built  a  number  of 
platforms — and  they  have  not  hesitated  to  change 
them  to  suit  the  occasion,  as  long  as  they  were 
satisfied  that  the  newspapers  would  give  them 
whatever  credit  was  to  be  given — to  the  effect  that 
they  were  the  only  people  in  the  City  Council  repre- 
senting all  the  people,  that  they  were  looking  out 
for  the  taxpayers,  and  that  the  principles  they 
were  adopting  were  in  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers; 
that,  no  matter  who  was  hit  or  how  they  were  hit, 
these  men  were  looking  out  for  the  taxpayers,  and 
wanted  the  public  to  distinctly  understand  it. 
They  change  their  platform  of  principles  over 
night,  as  they  change  their  leaders,  having  a 
different  member  read  them  each  time.  They 
still,  however,  have  a  platform  of  principles  for  all 
their  members.  Today  they  come  in  with  a  dif- 
ferent platform  of  principles,  and  this  platform  is 
built  around  the  $500,000  as  sent  in  by  the  Mayor. 
They  give  reasons  why  they  are  going  to  vote  for 
the  $500,000 — because  they  compelled  the  Mayor 
to  do  what  they  have  been  asking  him  to  do  since 
the  discussion  started,  telling  them  what  streets 
he  was  going  to  repair  and  fix  up  with  the  money. 
They  have  been  asking  at  every  meeting  what 
streets  he  was  gping  to  fix  up,  and  he  has  now  told 
them.  He  did  tell  the  newspaper  reporters,  as  read 
by  Coun.  Attridgeinto  the  record,  however,  before 


this.  I  have  been  looking  into  the  record  and  I 
find  here  the  $473,000  order  substituted  by  Mr. 
Storrow,  acting  for  the  so-called  majority.  They 
then  said  distinctly  that  they  wanted  the  $473,000 
for  the  streets  named  in  the  order.  They  did  not 
say  to  the  Mayor  that  if  he  would  put  in  an  order 
for  $500,000  for  streets  they  would  vote  for  it. 
They  said  that  they  wanted  this  street  and  that 
street  attended  to  by  the  Mayor,  naming  the 
streets,  the  amounts  and  the  totals,  up  to  $473,110. 
Coun.  Storrow  said  in  his  remarks  of  May  31,  in 
connection  with  this  proposed  substitute  order: 

"Having  received  these  two  conflicting  reports 
from  two  expert  sources  it  seemed  as  though  it 
were  the  duty  of  the  Council,  guided  by  these 
experts,  to  form  a  judgment  of  its  own." 

To  form  a  judgment  of  its  own,  not  to  have  the 
Mayor  tell  them,  but  to  form  a  judgment  of  their 
own  and  tell  the  Mayor  what  he  shall  do  with  the 
money  that  they  are  going  to  appropriate  and  what 
streets  are  to  be  repaired  with  that  money.  Then 
he  tells  us  in  his  talk  today  that  it  didn't  make 
any  difference  to  them,  that  they  did  not  propose 
to  use  it  as  a  club,  and  then  he  says  that  if  they  had 
not  taken  the  stand  they  did  take  at  that  time  we 
would  not  have  got  this  order  from  the  Mayor  for 
$500,000  for  the  streets.    But  at  that  time  he  said: 

"I  do  not  make  this  motion  in  the  spirit  of 
forcing  the  hand  of  the  Mayor." 

Now  he  tells  us  today  that  unless  we  took  that 
stand  we  never  would  have  had  the  money.  But 
on  May  31  he  did  not  take  that  stand,  disclaimed 
that  he  was  trying  to  force  the  hand  of  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  may  I 
interrupt  the  gentleman? 

Coun.  McDONALD— Yes. 

Coun.  STORROW— I  think  my  friend  Mc- 
Donald is  giving  a  little  wider  interpretation  to 
my  language  than  seems  to  me  quite  consistent 
with  the  language.  It  is  quite  true  that  I  said,  as 
he  quotes: 

"I  do  not  make  this  motion" — to  wit,  referring 
to  the  order  of  $473,000,  naming  the  streets — "in 
the  spirit  of  forcing  the  hand  of  the  Mayor,  but  to 
speedily,  at  this  meeting  and  without  waiting  for  a 
subsequent  meeting,  bring  before  him  what  seems 
a  logical,  sensible  way  to  spend  this  sum,  amounting 
to  nearly  half  a  million  dollars." 

And  that  is  true.  At  all  times  I  was  entirely 
prepared,  brother  councilor,  to  have  the  Mayor 
throw  that  in  the  scrap  basket,  and  I  think  I  have 
used  that  very  phrase  in  this  Council  before  this, 
and  substitute  some  order  of  his  own.  When  I 
voted  against  the  $253,000  order,  which  was  another 
vote,  I  was  putting  pressure,  or  thought  I  was 
putting  pressure,  and  intended  to  put  pressure, 
upon  the  Mayor  to  compel  him  to  bring  in  a  larger 
sum.  So  if  the  Council  will  allow  me  to  divide  the 
question,  as  I  think  I  did  in  my  speech  and  in  my 
mind,  the  offering  of  the  $473,000  substitute  was 
simply  as  a  constructive  suggestion  to  be  utilized 
by  the  Mayor  if  he  chose,  or  to  substitute  some- 
thing else  if  he  chose. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  if  the 
gentleman  had  waited  a  little  while  I  would  have 
read  that  part  which  he  has  read  to  the  members 
of  the  Council,  which  further  shows  that  they  did 
not  intend,  as  he  says,  to  force  the  hand  of  the 
Mayor,  but  that  they  wanted  to  compel  the  Mayor 
to  submit  to  what  they  thought  was  right — to 
accept  this  $473,110  for  streets  that  theynamed, 
and  nothing  else,  and  to  back  up  their  opinion  they 
came  in  here  and  asked  us  to  get  an  opinion  from 
ex-Mayor  Matthews,  to  substantiate  what  they 
had  told  us,  that  they  were  within  their  legal 
rights  in  compelling  the  Mayor  to  accept  streets 
and  amounts  named  by  them.  They  had  the 
votes,  and,  of  course,  that  opinion  asked  for.  But 
today  they  did  not  quote  the  opinion  of  ex-Mayor 
Matthews  in  a  message  sent  in  by  him  to  the  City 
Council  while  he  was  Mayor,  an  altogether  differ- 
ent opinion,  when  he  told  the  City  Council  that 
they  did  not  have  any  right  to  tell  heads  of  depart- 
ments or  the  Mayor  what  they  should  do  with 
money  appropriated.  For  he  has  changed  his 
mind,  of  course.  They  tell  me  that  all  good 
lawyers,  or  Young  Men's  Christian  Union  lawyers, 
change  their  mind,  and  ex-Mayor  Matthews  has 
■  changed  his  mind.  Of  course,  the  majority,  so 
called,  are  trying  to  get  under  cover.  The  gentle- 
man from  Dorchester  (Coun.  Collins)  got  up  and 
started  the  talk  this  afternoon,  telling  what  his 
view  of  the  situation  was  and  what  he  had  said. 
All  right,  I  don't  object.  If  he  wants  to  get  under 
cover  and  to  get  the  credit,  all  right.  But,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  if  any  credit  is  coming,  I  shall  take 
my  share  when  the  time  comes.     As  far  as  credit 
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ia  concerned  I  am  satisfied,  and  I  haVe  no  doubt 
my  colleagues  are  satisfied,  that  the  stand  I  am 
taking  today  is  consistent  with  the  stand  I  have 
taken  since  the  discussion  started.  I  am  satisfied 
in  my  own  mind,  and  I  feel  that  the  majority  at 
least  of  the  public  are  satisfied,  that  the  Mayor's 
stand  is  the  same  today  that  it  was  when  this  order 
was  originally  sent  to  him;  that  the  City  Council 
had  no  legal  right  to  tell  him  what  he  was  going  to 
do  with  the  money.  Of  course,  he  can  come  in 
and  tell  them  what  he  is  going  to  spend  the  money 
for  if  he  wants  to  do  so,  and  that  is  all.  If  there  is 
any  question  of  victory,  it  is  as  much  the  Mayor's 
victory  as  anybody's  else,  in  my  opinion.  My 
colleagues  can  speak  for  themselves,  the  other 
three  members  of  the  so-called  minority,  but,  in 
my  opinion,  if  there  is  any  credit  to  be  gained,  I 
am  the  fellow  who  did  the  job. 

Conn.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  is  something  of  a  tempest  in  a  tea  pot. 
We  arc  all  here  this  afternoon  to  vote  for  these 
orders.  That  has  been  the  attitude  of  each  mem- 
ber as  expressed  in  the  committee  room,  and 
when  we  assembled  here  each  member  was  known 
to  be  in  favor  of  these  orders  upon  which  we  are 
about  to  vote.  But  it  strikes  me,  Mr.  President, 
— and  I  think  I  ought  to  say  this  before  the  debate 
is  brought  to  a  close — that  the  gentlemen  who 
have  styled  themselves  the  majority  are  not  re- 
treating gracefully.  They  have  been  having  a 
controversy  with  the  Mayor,  but  I  have  had  no 
part  in  this  controversy  they  have  had  with  the 
Mayor.  I  am  simply  a  humble  member  of  this 
Council  undertaking  to  perform  my  duties  and 
discharge  my  obligations  to  the  citizenship  _  of 
Boston.  I  have  no  part  in  the  controversy  which 
they  have  had  with  the  Mayor,  but  they  have 
had  a  controversy,  and  now  I  think  they  are 
retreating  in  anything  but  a  graceful  manner. 
They  have  insisted  all  along — and  they  have 
brought  in  here  as  an  authority  in  support  of  their 
contention  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Matthews — that 
they  had  the  right  by  order,  not  by  request,  not 
by  an  invitation,  not  by  even  intimation,  but  that 
they  had  the  right  to  order  him  to  spend  the  city's 
money  in  a  certain  way.  That  has  been  their 
contention. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President 

Chairman  COLLINS — Does  the  gentleman 
yield? 

Coun.  KENNY — I  yield  for  a  question,  Mr. 
President,  not  for  a  speech.  I  say  that  because 
only  a  short  time  ago  the  member  who  preceded 
me  was  interrupted  not  for  a  question,  but  had  to 
yield  the  floor  for  five  minutes.  I  am  quite  ready 
at  all  times  to  exchange  the  usual  courtesies  with 
fellow  members  and  to  answer  questions,  yielding 
the  floor  for  questions;  but  I  don't  think  I  should 
yield  the  floor  while  I  am  speaking  to  a  member 
who  wants  to  make  a  speech.  If  the  member 
wants  to  ask  a  question,  I  shall  be  only  too  glad 
to  yield  the  floor  for  that  purpose.  (Pause.)  Mr. 
President,  the  so-called  majority  undertook  to  tell 
the  executive  of  this  city  how  he  should  spend 
the  city's  money,  and  you  cannot  get  away  from 
that.  You  can  gloss  it  over  as  much  as  you 
please.  You  may  bring  in  statements  of  prin- 
ciples, typewritten  copies  which  are  said  to  have 
had  the  approval  of  the  other  members,  repre- 
senting contentions  and  attitudes  which  members 
have  taken;  you  can  bring  in  those  representations, 
or  arguments,  whatever  they  are,  and  fill  the 
record  with  them  from  now  until  the  first  day  of 
next  January.  But  the  fact  still  remains  that  you 
tried  to  originate  a  budget.  I  submit  that  these 
gentlemen  desired  and  insisted  that  they  should 
Ije  given  the  right  to  direct  the  Mayor  as  to  how 
he  should  spend  the  city's  money.  As  I  have 
already  stated,  we  have  no  part  in  that  contro- 
versy. We  thought  we  had  performed  our  duty 
to  the  city  when  we  sat  here  day  after  day  and 
week  after  week,  going  over  these  items  in  the 
budget — consisting  of  something  like  3,500  items 
and  not  10,000  items,  as  has  been  put  into  the  record 
by  a  member  at  a  previous  time.  We  thought. 
that  in  going  over  these  3,500  items,  taking  them 
up  one  by  one,  analyzing  them  and  passing  ,,,, 
them,  we  were  discharging  our  obligations  to  the 
city  as  trustees  and  as  members  of.  this  Council; 
and  during  the  performance  of  that  part  of  our  work, 
Mr.  Presiaent,  I  believe  that  every  member  under- 
took to  discharge  his  duties  conscientiously.  I 
have  no  criticism  to  offer  about  the  parting  of  the 
ways.  Up  to  the  time  when  there  was  :i  part- 
ing of  the  ways  1,  ms  one  member  of  this  Council, 
united  with  the  other  members  in  reducing  the 
general    items    of    the    budget    $447,000,    and    you 


cannot  get  away  from  that.  To  be  sure,  that 
meant  that  the  Mayor's  own  items  had  been 
taken  out  from  Commonwealth  avenue  and  on 
paving;  but  we  were  handing  that  budget  back 
to  the  Mayor,  so  far  as  the  general  items  were 
concerned,  $447,000  smaller  than  when  we  re- 
ceived it.  I  am  not  going  to  undertake  to  review 
the  conduct  of  the  President  of  this  body  and 
his  colleagues,  the  so-styled  majority,  in  doing 
what  they  did — namely,  throwing  the  budget  out 
of  the  window.  That  has  been  gone  into.  We 
analyzed  and  discussed  that  question  on  the 
seventeenth  day  of  last  May.  But.  Mr.  President, 
if  we  had  followed  along  and  done  the  work 
which  was  laid  out  for  us,  if  we  had  taken  up 
Schedule  A  item  by  item,  we  would  have  had 
some  results  to  present  to  this  body.  It  is  true 
that  the  President  of  the  Council  upon  one  occa- 
sion gave  some  evidence  of  being  willing  to  increase 
salaries  as  well  as  decrease,-; — he  was  flopping 
around.  Considering  his  position  perhaps,  or  the 
stand  he  might  eventually  reach  by  reason  of  his 
inconsistencies,  I  presume  it  was  thought  wiser 
not  to  attempt  to  segregate  Schedule  A  at  all,  but 
to  turn  it  in  as  a  lump  sum,  which  was  done.  But 
we  have  no  criticism  to  offer  now.  That  has 
been  analyzed  and  discussed  heretofore.  What 
is  the  object  this  afternoon  of  standing  up  here, 
each  member  of  the  so-called  majority  one  after 
the  other,  and  reading  papers,  reading  prepared 
arguments  and  statements  to  this  Board?  For 
what  purpose?  For  the  purpose,  I  presume)  of 
trying  to  justify  their  position  in  doing  now  some- 
thing they  should  have  done  before.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  members  of  the  so-called  minority  have 
been  at  all  times  anxious  and  willing  to  get  every 
dollar  possible  out  of  the  budget  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  the  streets.  We  do  not  require  the 
member  who  sits  opposite  me,  Mr.  Storrow,  to 
tell  us  just  how  urgent  this  matter  is.  We  knew 
that,  Mr.  President,  with  all  due  respect  to  Mr. 
Storrow,  before  he  became  a  member  of  this  body. 
In  February,  1915,  in  the  closing  exercises  of  the 
Council  of  that  year,  I  made  that  matter  myself 
a  subject  of  my  address,  pointing  out  the  urgency 
and  necessity  of  repairing  the  streets.  So  far 
as  I  know,  none  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  voted 
with  me  have  been  in  conference  with  the  Mayor 
on  this  matter.  I  have  not,  certainly.  While  I 
do  not  say  it  disrespectfully,  it  so  happens  that 
I  have^  perhaps  been  in  the  Mayor's  office  only 
three  times  since  he  was  inaugurated  Mayor  of 
this  city,  and  on  those  occasions  I  was  called  in 
there  for  a  conference.  I  leave  it  for  other  people 
to_  say  how  much  of  the  bed  we  have  occupied 
with  the  Mayor.  Perhaps  the  President  of  this 
Council,  who  introduced  this  thought  and  sug- 
gestion, has  been  in  bed  with  the  Mayor  a  good 
deal  oftener  than  some  of  the  members  on  this 
side  of  the  Council  realize.  I  do  know  that  I  have 
not  been  in  bed  with  him.  It  has  been  suggested 
here  this  afternoon  as  one  of  the  moving  reasons, 
one  of  the  causes  for  this  higher  attitude  which  has 
been  assumed  by  the  so-called  majority  in  review- 
ing the  things  they  have  done  and  accomplished, 
that  in  years  past  Boston  has  borrowed  money 
for  current  expenses.  Does  the  member  who 
made  that  suggestion  undertake  to  say  that  that 
was  ever  done  since  I  was  a  member  of  this  gov- 
ernment or  since  you,  Mr.  Chairman  (referring  to 
Coun.  Collins,  then  in  the  chair),  have  been 
a  member  of  this  government?  We  came  in 
here  in  1910,  elected  in  1909,  and  from  that  day 
down  to  the  present  hour  there  never  has  been 
one  dollar  expended  for  current  expenses  out  of  a 
loan.  That  kind  of  talk  by  Mr.  Storrow  is  ele- 
mentary. We  have  grown  out  of  that  years  and 
years  ago.  There  is  hardly  a  municipality  in  the 
country — I  might  say  in  the  world,  today — that 
would  stand  up  and  undertake  to  justify  the 
position  of  borrowing  money  for  current,  expenses. 
We  have  had  a  sound  financial  policy  along  those 
lines  for  years,  and  some  of  us  who  have  been  lure 
have  helped  to  make  it.  As  I  have  already  stated, 
I  do  not  know  now  and  cannot  now  understand 
the  necessity  of  coming  in  here  when  we  are  all 
united,  all  prepared  and  ready  to  vote  for  these 
orders,  bringing  forward  this  discussion  ami  re- 
viewing these  old  questions.  What  tin'  members 
have  desired  is  a  matter  of  record.  They  cannot 
glnss  it  over  tiow  ami  paint  it  another  color  So 
far  as  the  position  of  the  members  who  dissented 
from  that  report  of  the  so-called  majority  is  con- 
cerned, we  have  always  given  evidence,  by  reso- 
lution  and   by  Statement,   Of   what    we  desired    and 

what  our  attitude  was— namely,  that  we  believed 
there  was  $550,001)  that  could  be  taken  out  of  the 
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moneys  available  from  taxes  this  year  and  applied 
to  reconstruction  and  repair  of  the  streets  m  this 
city.  That  is  no  new  thought.  I  myself,  stand- 
ing in  the  very  position  in  which  I  am  now  stand- 
ing,' have  made  that  statement  time  and  time 
again  this  year.  Of  course,  we  voted  Tor  the 
Mayor's  orders  as  they  came  to  us.  He  has  sent 
in  to  us  at  one  time  and  another  orders  amounting 
to  $300,000  for  which  this  body  could  have  voted, 
an  order  of  $50,000  for  Commonwealth  avenue, 
$100,000  for  paving  and  $150,000  under  the  munic- 
ipal improvement  bill.  Those  orders  we  of  the 
so-called  minority  favored.  That  did  not  indicate 
that  we  did  not  mean  to  follow  that  up  and  get 
more,  to  bring  the  figures  up  higher.  Have  i 
not,  as  I  have  already  stated,  myself  presented  a 
resolution  to  this  body  asking  the  Mayor  to  send 
in  an  additional  sum  of  $250,000?  We  did  all 
that  along  lines  that  did  not  take  from  the  pockets 
of  the  men  who  are  employed  by  the  city  one 
single  cent  of  their  salary.  I  don't  know  how 
much  ultimately  we  are  going  to  have  for  other 
departments,  for  so-called  deficits  or  subsequent 
needs  not  included  in  the  first  budget  for  which 
money  has  not  yet  been  appropriated.  We  will 
cross  "that  bridge  when  we  come  to  it.  We  are 
still  to  review  the  departments.  The  question  of 
these  supplementary  items  I  shall  be  prepared 
hereafter,  as  I  have  been  heretofore,  to  consider 
when  we  are  dealing  with  that  question,  and  to 
do  so  fearlessly  and  in  the  interest  of  the  people 
of  the  city,  discharging  my  duties  to  them  as  their 
servant. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
who  has  just  spoken  has  referred  to  a  remark  ol 
mine  made  at  a  preceding  meeting  of  the  Council, 
when  I  spoke  of  the  necessity  we  were  under  ol 
dealing  with  ten  thousand  or  more  salary  items  in 
the  budget.  The  councilor  seems  to  make  a  great 
point  out  of  the  fact  that  there  are  only  thirty-five 
hundred  items  in  the  official  budget.  We  all  know 
that.  We  all  know  that  there  were  only  about 
fifteen  hundred  technical  items  that  deal  with 
salaries,  but  we  also  all  knew  that  there  were  more 
than  ten  thousand  employees  of  the  city  and 
country  whose  charges  or  salaries  were  subject  to 
the  review  of  this  Council  and  even  though  some  ol 
them  happened  to  be  grouped  in  companies  it  did 
not  make  the  consideration  of  their  salary  or  their 
wage  any  less  important  on  our  part.  Certainly 
it  was  none  the  less  important  to  them  because  there 
might  have  been  a  group  who  were  receiving  the 
same  salary  or  wage  in  a  given  class  Neverthe- 
less, it  was  true  that  the  budget  called  upon  us  to 
review  and  consider  over  ten  thousand  different 
salary  items— not  technical  items  of  the  budget,  but 
ten  thousand  and  more  different  salaries  and  wages. 
You  can  call  them  items  or  not,  as  you  please. 

Coun  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  was  a  little 
bit  surprised  when  Coun.  Kenny  refused  my  request 
to  yield  the  floor.  I  do  not  want  to  overstate  it, 
but  I  should  say  that  I  had  yielded  the  floor  at 
his  suggestion  certainly  ten  and  perhaps  twenty 
times  in  the  last  ninety  days.  It  seemed  tome  that 
he  was  under  a  little  misapprehension,  and  i  want 
to  correct  it.  True,  I  did  not  want  to  ask  him  a 
question.  He  seemed  to  be  under  the  impression 
that  we  were  yielding  the  legal  point.  If  he  draws 
that  inference  from  some  reasoning  of  his  own, 
that  is  something  I  have  nothing  to  do  with;  but, 
so  far  as  our  intention  and  purpose  is  concerned, 
speaking  for  myself  at  any  rate,  I  stand  absolutely 
upon  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Matthews  as  to  my  rights 
as  a  member  of  this  Council,  and  whenever  and  as 
often  as  the  public  interests  may  require  I  shall  be 
prepared  at  any  time  hereafter  to  assert  those 
rights  to  any  extent  that  it  seems  to  me  may  be  in 
the  public  interest. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
going  to  prolong  this  discussion  much  longer  but  1 
do  want  to  say  a  few  words  in  reference  to  this 
general  proposition.  As  I  understood  the  attitude 
of  the  so-called  majority  members,  _  taking  their 
word  for  it  by  reason  of  a  statement  issued  by  the 
majority,  they  wanted  to  effectively  control  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  for  the  streets  of  the  city, 
and  I  understood  from  their  action  that  they 
wanted  to  specify  the  particular  streets  which  in 
their  opinion  should  be  rebuilt  or  repaired  at  this 
particular  time.  In  fact,  they  went  so  far  as  to 
submit  an  itemized  list  of  streets  m  various  sections 
of  the  city,  stating  the  particular  kind  of  pavement 
to  be  used,  the  number  of  square  yards  and  the  cost. 
They  rejected  the  other  two  orders  which  were 
submitted  by  the  Mayor,  which  were  in  lump  sum 
and  submitted  their  detailed  list  of  streets,  which 


they  said  they  made  up  from  the  reports  by  the 
Finance  Commission  and  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works.  I  had  expected  that  today  they 
would  come  in  here,  after  having  heard  from  the 
Mayor  yesterday  as  to  what  streets  he  would  lay 
out  in  conjunction  with  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works,  and  would  have  a  new  list  made  up 
in  itemized  detail  based  upon  the  statement  made 
by  the  Finance  Commission,  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  and  the  Mayor  of  the  city.  Instead 
of  that,  they  are  willing  to  vote  for  this  lump  sum 
of  $500,000,  and  thev  are  not  designating  the  streets 
as  thev  did  in  their  original  order.  It  is  true  that 
they  have  the  statement  of  the  Mayor  which  he 
made  to  the  committee  yesterday,  and  which  has 
been  incorporated  in  the  records  today,  as  to  the 
streets  which  he  intended  to  repair.  But  the 
original  list  whichithev  made  out  is  now  discarded 
and  some  of  the  streets  which  they  believed,  in 
their  opinion,  should  be  repaired  will  not  be 
repaired  under  this  $500,000,  according  to  the 
statements  made  bv  the  Mayor.  I  did  not  want 
as  they  did,  to  have  the  power  to  control  the  expend- 
itures'and  to  name  particular  streets  that  should 
be  repaired.  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
had  told  us  in  the  budget  hearings  what  streets  he 
thought  ought  to  be  fixed  in  this  city  and  told  us 
the  amount  of  money  that  was  needed,  lurther- 
more,  I  got  into  the  record  a  statement  printed  in 
the  Transcript  of  a  list  of  streets  that  ought  to  be 
repaired  in  this  city,  and  at  all  times  I  have 
believed,  and  I  believe  today,  that  it  is  the  Mayor  s 
business  and  not  mine  to  see  that  the  proper  streets 
are  repaired  and  that  the  money  is^  properly 
expended.  The  responsibility,  as  I  said  before  was 
with  him  and  with  his  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  and  I,  as  a  member  of  this  Council,  have  no 
right  to  say  that  Appleton  street  in  the  South  F,nd 
should  be  repaired  or  that  Chandler  street  in  the 
South  End  should  be  repaired.  It  was  for  the 
Mavor  of  the  city  and  Commissioner  of  1  ublic 
Works  to  say  what  streets  should  be  repaired.  _  1 
feel  todav  that  I  am  consistent  in  this  matter  m 
voting  for  the  orders  submitted  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  and  when  he  gets  the  money  the  respon- 
sibility still  remains  with  him  and  his  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  and  the  list  of  streets  as  sub- 
mitted bv  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  today  will  not  be  of  any  great  avail. 

Coun  HAGAN— Mr.  President,  there  is  an  old, 
true  and  trite  adage  that  I  remember  which  says, 
"You  can  lead  a  horse  to  water  but  ydu  can  never 
make  him  drink."     I  find  that  that  applies  to  my 
good  friend  Coun.  McDonald.     I  cannot  convince 
him,  because  he  does  not  want  to  be  convinced .  1  was 
rather  surprised  in  the  remarks  of  my  good  friend 
Coun.  Kenny  to  hear  him  make  more  than  once  a 
statement  which  I  have  heard  him  make  in  debate, 
either  in  committee  or  in  the  Council,  some  time 
in  the  past,  that  this  controversy  was  between  the 
so-called  majority  members  of  this  Council   and 
the  Mayor,  that  he  had  no  part  m  that  controversy. 
To  prove  the  statement  that  he  has  no  part  in  the 
controversy,  he  now  takes  a  most  active  part  in 
that  same  controversy.     It  is. true  that  the  con- 
troversy was  between  the  majority  minds  ol  the 
Council  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor.     It  is  equally 
true  that  the  four  members  of  the  Council  who 
differed  with  the  so-called  majority  members  were 
active  in  their  agreement  with  the  conclusions  and 
the    attitude    of    mind   of   the    Mayor.     I   think, 
therefore,  it  is  a  bit  unfair— perhaps  it  was  not  so 
intended— to  intimate  in   committee   and  m  the 
Council  today  that  I  have  been  m  bed  with  the 
Mavor.     I  don't  think  there  is  any  need  of  my 
making  a  denial  of  a  statement  of  that  sort.     1 
believe  the   Mayor  would  be   most   emphatic   m 
denying  the  charge.      The  councilor  says  that  the 
majority  members  are  doing  today,  to  quote  his 
words,    what   we   should   have   done   before.     He 
should  have  said  that  we  are  ctomg  today  what ,» 
tried  to  do  before,  but  we  could  not  get  thev 
of  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  chamber 
to  accomplish  that  meritorious  purpose.     We  are 
doing  today   what   we   wanted   to   do— trying  to 
provide  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  for  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  to  make  a  fair  a  respect- 
able start  this  year  upon   the  streets  of   the  city. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  thousand  dollars  was 
inadequate,    and   $500,000   is  but   a,   drop   in   the 
bucket.     We  could  have  accomplished  this  some 
weeks  ago  had  we  had    the  active  sympathy  and 
cooperation  of  our  colleagues,  but  we  didn  t  have 
it      We  accomplished  it  when  the  Mayor  was  ready 
to  recede  from  his  position  and  desert  my  colleagues 
who    supported    him    and    his    contention,      lie 
Mayor  is  a  wise  man,  and  I  want  to  give  him  public 
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credit  for  it.     He  knew  when  he  was  licked,  and  he 
came  across  when  he  knew  he  was  licked. 

Coun.  McDONALD— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  what  he  was 
doing  in  the  Mayor's  office  last  night  immediately 
after  the  meeting,  on  the  run? 

Coun.  HAGAN — Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  reply 
that  I  went  down  to  consult  with  the  Mayor  on  a 
matter  pertaining  to  the  budget.  It  may  have 
seemed  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that  I  was  giving 
orders  to  him,  although  it  was  not  so  intended.  The 
Mayor  absorbed  what  I  had  to  say,  agreed  with  me, 
and  if  I  gave  orders  to  the  Mayor,  the  Mayor  gave 
those  orders  today  to  Coun.  McDonald,  who  is 
proving  today  bv  his  vote  that  he  got  the  orders. 

Coun.  McDONALD— I  would  like  to  ask  if  he 
did  not  say  to  the  Mayor  that  they  would  agree  to 
the  Mayor's  proposition  if,  instead  of  letting  the 
whole  of  the  contracts  out  in  one  bid,  they  might 
be  divided  into  two  or  three  different  bids,  say  two 
different  items  of  $200,000  each  and  one  of 
$100,000? 

Coun.  HAGAN — Mr.  Chairman,  I  went  down 
in  the  Mayor's  office  with  City  Messenger  Leary 
to  discuss  with  the  Mayor  for  a  moment  the  method 
of  obtaining  the  amount  sufficient  to  pay  to  the 
widow  of  the  late  Assistant  City  Messenger,  Mr. 
Silloway.  We  transacted  our  business  and  I  was 
on  my  way  when  the  Mayor  asked  me  the  ques- 
tion, "What  are  you  going  to  do  tomorrow  about 
the  streets?"  I  said,  "  I  think  we  will  get  together. 
I  am  very  sorry  that  you  have  crowded  the  issue 
today  by  going  as  far  as  you  have  in  saying  that 
you  are  going  to  give  out  this  contract  in  one 
lump  or  big  contract.  There  may  be  some  con- 
tention arising  from  that.  Some  way  or  other 
I  feel  that  you  are  not  particularly  interested 
in  that  matter."  The  Mayor  said,  "I  am 
not.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  to  qualify  that  and 
split  it  into  units,  and  you  can  present  an  order 
to  that  effect  to  the  Council."  I  said,  "We  can- 
not attach  it  to  the  order  now  in  the  Council." 
He  said,  "No,  present  another  order  there  and  I 
will  agree  to  approve  it."  The  Mayor  was  very 
affable,  very  agreeable.  It  was  a  good  thought 
on  his  part,  and  that  is  all  there  was  to  it. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  just 
want  to  say  in  reply  to  that  that  it  is  in  keeping 
with  the  rest  of  the  gentleman's  remarks,  about 
who  should  get  the  credit  for  the  $500,000  appro- 
priation that  we  are  now  considering. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  desire 
to  prolong  the  debate.  I  think  we  have  now  had 
as  much  debate  as  is  called  for,  under  the  circum- 
stances, but  I  cannot  permit  the  vote  to  be  taken 
without  stating  this,  which  I  do  most  emphatically, 
■ — that  I  will  not  yield  to  any  member  of  this 
Council  in  my  desire  to  give  evidence  of  an  in- 
tention to  put  the  streets  of  Boston  in  as  good 
condition  as  is  possible  today.  Every  act  of  mine 
and  every  act  of  the  gentlemen  who  voted  with 
me,  who  dissented  from  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  tended  in  that  direction,  and 
they  have  been  just  as  anxious  and  just  as  strongly 
in  favor  of  raising  money  for  streets  as  the  mem- 
bers who  brought  in  that  majority  report.  I 
think  that  statement  will  bear  analysis  and  will 
stand  uncontradicted.  I  don't  know  just  what  Mr. 
Hagan  meant  by  his  talk  of  the  Mayor's  desertion. 
It  seems  that  he  had  a  talk  with  the  Mayor  last 
night  about  these  matters,  and  it  may  be  that  that 
has  something  to  do  with  the  statement  about  the 
Mayor's  desertion.  Unlike  the  President  of  the 
Council,  I  have  not  had  any  talk  with  the  Mayor 
about  this  matter,  Mr.  President.  I  have  not  dis- 
cussed this  budget  with  the  Mayor  nor  been  into 
his  office.  I  have  acted  hero  upon  my  own  respon- 
sibility, from  my  own  judgment,  my  own  wish,  and 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  in  the  City  Council  as 
a  city  councilor  to  the  citizens  of  Boston.  So  far 
as  the  Mayor's  desertion  goes,  it  has  no  reference 
to  me.  I  have  simply  been  looking  on,  watching 
the  play  between  the  so-called  majority  and  the 
Mayor,  but  I  have  felt  all  along,  right  straight 
through  the  controversy,  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
as  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  was  acting  strictly  within 
his  rights  under  the  law  and  under  the  charter, 
and  that  my  confreres  here  were  trying  to  drive 
him  out.  of  his  position,  trying  to  dictate  to  him 
what  ho  should  do  and  how  he  should  discharge 
functions  which  he  alone  under  the  law  has  tho 
responsibility  of  discharging.  My  votes  all  tho 
waj  through  have  been  strictly  in  keeping  with 
the  charter,  and  I  have  never  yielded  and  do  not 
yield  for  a  single  instant  to  any  man  who  sits  in 
this  Board  or  who  discusses  this  question  from 
tho  floor,  in  my  desire  to  raise  as  much  money  as 


is  possible  to  raise  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the 
streets  of  Boston  in  repair.  If  these  gentlemen 
want  to  come  i,n  here  and  throw  a  cloak  over 
themselves  and  try  to  make  it  appear  that  they 
have  done  something,  that  they  have  won  some- 
thing, let  them  do  it,  but  let  them  do  it  with  some 
regard  to  the  proprieties.  Don't  let  them  try  to 
assume  that  they  only  have  brought  about  these 
results.  As  I  understand  it,  the  Mayor  of  this 
city  has  been  willing  at  any  time  to  name  streets 
or  tell  informally  how  he  intended  to  spend  the 
money.  If  my  recollection  serves  me  rightly,  he 
has  submitted  a  list  through  his  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  of  the  streets  which  he  understood, 
in  his  opinion,  required  treatment  first,  and  in.  the 
order  in  which  they  were  named  on  that  list,  as 
I  understood.  As  I  have  already  stated,  I  am  not 
holding  any  brief  for  the  Mayor,  but  for  the  sake 
of  fairness  I  simply  desire  to  say  that  you  gentle- 
men seemed  to  be  trying  to  make  it  appear  that 
you  have  accomplished  something  in  the  way  of 
bringing  about  results  for  which  you  are  not 
entitled  to  claim  credit.  I  want  to  say  just  one 
word  in  reference  to  what  Coun.  Coleman  stated 
as  to  the  number  of  items  in  the  budget.  i  He  may 
talk  about  all  the  employees  of  the  city,  from 
department  heads  down  to  laborers,  but  he  cannot 
get  away  from  the  fact  that  in  that  budget  there 
were  but  3,507  items.  Of  course,  there  may 
have  been  a  class  of  100,  200  or  300  employees 
whose  work  was  of  the  same  character  or  descrip- 
tion. It  was  not  necessary  to  treat  those  posi- 
tions one  after  the  other  individually,  but  as  a 
class,  Mr.  President,  we  had  ample  time  to  go 
through  that  budget,  and  none  of  us  gave  any 
evidence  of  not  being  willing  to  give  up  the  time 
necessary.  We  went  more  than  half  way,  as  far  as 
1,900  items  and  we  could  have  continued  and  have 
done  something  for  the  city  which  would  put  a 
real  reform  into  operation,  something  for  the  city 
that  would  stand  long  after  our  terms  of  office 
*■  have  expired.  But  we  simply  did  not  avail  our- 
selves of  the  opportunity.  If  I  may  again  repeat 
the  words  of  one  of  your  number,  you  threw  the  • 
budget  out  of  the  window. 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Mr.  President,  a  group  of 
laborers  or  clerks  in  one  class  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  a  lump  item  alone,  because  it  was 
necessary  for  the  Council  to  determine,  in  reviewing 
that  item,  whether  the  number  of  laborers  or  the 
number  of  clerks,  for  example,  in  those  items  was 
the  requisite  number.  If  the  number  called  was 
fifty,  the  Council  would  have  had  to  review  the 
situation  and  determine  whether  fifty,  forty  or 
thirty-five  were  needed.  So  in  that  way  every 
man  in  the  group  was  under  consideration  and  his 
salary  or  wage  was  being  reviewed  by  the  Council. 
So;  in  that  very  real  and  practical  sense,  we  had 
to  consider  over  ten  thousand  items. 

Coun.  STOKROW— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
quite  like  to  have  Coun.  Kenny  take  the  position 
he  does  in  regard  to  Schedule  A.  No  doubt  it 
seems  to  him  fair,  but  I  want  to  state  the  other 
side  of  it.  We  dealt  with  Schedule  A  in  an  effective 
way  and  brought  in  here  a  definite  result  after 
handling  Schedule  A.  It  may  not  have  been  the 
way  he  would  have  done  it,  but  it  was  a  way. 
What  he  would  have  done  none  of  us  know.  We 
have  not  found  out.  _  I  do  not  know  today.  He 
made  rather  a  surprising  statement  about  what 
might  have  been  the  result  if  we  had  dealt  with 
that  schedule  in  the  way  in  which  he  thought  we 
should  have  dealt  with  it.  Posterity,  he  said, 
would  have  been  enriched,  or  that  was  the  sub- 
stance of  his  remark,  if  they  had  only  put  their 
ideas  on  paper.  Well,  I  wish  tiny  had.  I  would 
have  been  delighted  to  have  posterity  enriched 
with  those  ideas.  But  a  long  time  ago  I  said  to 
these  gentlemen  who  did  not  like  our  way  of  hand- 
ling the  matter  that  they  ought  to  bring  in  their 
way  and  enrich  posterity,  as  they  say  they  could 
have  done,  showed  us  what  they  would  haye  done. 
Even  if  we  could  not  have  agreed,  they  could  have 
brought  in  their  ideas  and  submitted  as  an  amend- 
ment a  concrete  proposition.  I  simply  claim  that 
they  should  have  done  something,  but  they  didn't 
take  the  trouble  to  do  it;  therefore  the  statement  is, 

I  think I  quite  fair. 

Coun.  m:\\\  Mr.  President,.!  think  that  is 
:i  very  unfair  statement  to  make,  "and  it  has  not 
been  made  here  now  for  the  first  time.  This. 
however.,  is  the  6rs1  opportunity  1  have  had  to 
reply  to  it.  Our  platform,  our  policy,  was  the 
observance  of  the  law,  putting  into  force  the  report 
made  by  the  Budget  Commission,  What  greater 
policy,  what  greater  purpose,  what  form,  what 
other  idea  could  wo  have  had,  but  tho  ono  main 
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idea  of  a  segregated  budget — the  analysis  of 
Schedule  A,  reporting  upon  it  item  by  item?  That 
is  what  I  stood  for,  and  that  is  what  the  other 
members  who  acted  with  me  stood  for.  We  did 
not  come  in  here  with  plans  made  outside  of  this 
building  by  some  immature  person,  and  when  I 
say  "immature"  I  am  speaking  of  the  mental  state 
of  the  person.  I  will  not  go  into  that.  It  is  not 
necessary,  and  I  don't  want  to  leave  any  scars. 
But  we  have  many  causes  of  complaint,  if  we  want 
to  analyze  them.  When  that  budget  was  finally 
passed  here  it  did  not  represent  the  opinions  or 
conclusions  of  some  members  of  this  Council.  I 
was  told  in  this  very  room  by  the  gentleman  who 
was  engaged  by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
at  the  beginning  of  our  work  as  an  investigator, 
and  who  subsequently  achieved  such  important 
distinction  in  the  preparation  of  the  final  report  of 
the  majority,  that  so  far  as  it  affected  the  county 
it  represented  his  own  personal  conclusions,  and 
that  he  stood  for  them.  That  policy  the  members 
who  acted  with  me  did  not  acquiesce  in.  What 
was  our  policy?  Has  the  member  forgotten  the 
report  made  by  the  Budget  Commission,  which  was 
based  on  the  agreement  made  by  the  Mayor  and 
this  Council  a  year  ago?  Didn't  that  Budget  Com- 
mission outline  a  plan?  Why,  you  might  as  well 
ask  me  to  make  new  laws  if  I  don't  like  old  laws. 
Were  we  not  living  up  to  the  agreement?  Was 
not  the  report  of  the  Budget  Commission  the  basis 
for  our  action?  What  further  plan  could  we  have 
but  the  only  plan — namely,  a  segregated  budget? 
The  order  was  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


SALE  OF  UNCLAIMED  BAGGAGE. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Un- 
claimed Baggage,  submitted  a  report  on  petition 
of  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  (referred  May  8). 
for  sale  of  unclaimed  baggage — recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  be 
authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction,  on  or  after 
July  12,  1916,  and  after  publication  of  the  time  and 
place  of  sale  according  to  law,  the  articles  remaining 
unclaimed  in  the  possession  of  said  company  in 
the  City  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  HAG  AN,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  a  report  on  message  of  Mayor,  com- 
munication and  order  (referred  May  8)  for  loan 
of  $599,000  for  improvement  of  Strandway  and 
Old  Harbor,  South  Boston — that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  this  report  is 
the  culmination  of  the  work  which  was  first  put 
into  operation  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
in  1912,  looking  to  the  improvement  and  develop- 
ment of  Old  Harbor  bay — or,  perhaps  speaking 
more  accurately,  Dorchester  bay.  It  is  a  great 
public  improvement,  and  it  has  been  the  subject 
of  investigation  by  the  Port  Board  and  by  a  special 
committee  at  the  instance  of  the  Legislature.  It  is 
something  that  has  been  looked  forward  to  for 
years  as  a  project  that  would  mean  a  great  deal 
for  the  entire  City  of  Boston.  It  is  not  only  South 
Boston  but  the  entire  city  that  will  be  the  bene- 
ficiary of  this  great  improvement.  It  means  that 
thousands  of  people  coming  to  South  Boston  irr  the 
summer  time  for  bathing  and  other  purposes  will  be 
able  to  come  into  that  section  without  being 
brought  in  contract  with  the  disagreeable  odors 
that  have  existed  for  years  and  which  will  be 
remedied  bv  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  I  think  it 
ought  to  be  understood  and  put  on  the  record  that 
in  the  committee,  when  this  matter  was  being 
considered,  it  was  stated  to  us  by  the  Park  and 
Recreation'Commission,  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  and  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  that 
this  money,  $599,500,  is  to  go  with  the  amount 
already  appropriated  for  sewers,  the  contract  now 
being  about  to  be  let  for  the  extension  of  the  sewer 
pipe  out  further  into  the  bay,  completing  the  work 
so  that  this  Council  in  all  probability  will  not  be 
called  upon  at  any  future  time  for  any  additional 
sum  to  complete  the  work.  In  other  words,  when 
we  pass  this  loan  order  sufficient  money  will  have 
been  appropriated  to  carry  out  the  plans  as  orig- 
inally laid  down  by  Olmsted  Brothers. 


Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  we  had  a 
little  contretemps — I  don't  know  that  that  is  the 
proper  word,  but  a  misunderstanding,  we  will  say, 
with  Captain  Dillon  once  about  a  loan  that  his 
department  was  asking  for.  So  it  seems  to  me 
proper  at  this  time  to  read  into  the  record  a  portion 
of  the  stenographic  report  of  the  remarks  made 
when  he  appeared  before  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

"  Coun.  STORROW — I  would  like  to  ask  Captain 
Dillon  if  he  and  the  members  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sion have  studied  it  sufficiently,  if  we  voted  this 
money,  if  he  as  chairman  of  the  Board,  is  prepared 
to  tell  us  if  this  is  the  plan  he  is  going  to  put  into 
effect? 

"Chairman  DILLON — This  is  the  plan  which 
we  are  going  to  put  into  effect. 

"  Coun.  STORROW — You  are  not  going  to 
change  it  after  we  have  voted  the  money? 

"  Chairman  DILLON— No,  sir. 

"Coun.  STORROW — Then,  as  I  understand  you, 
this  whole  improvement  would  go  in  two  contracts? 

"  Captain  DILLON — Two  or  three  at  the  most. 
That  would  be  your  idea,  wouldn't  it,  Mr.  Putnam  ?' ' 

And  then  Coun.  Collins  asked  this  question, 
and  it  seems  to  me  worth  while  to  put  the  question 
and  answer  into  the  record: 

"Coun.  COLLINS — From  your  standpoint, 
Captain,  would  it  be  necessary  to  spend  any  addi- 
tional money  under  this  contract? 

"  Chairman  DILLON — No,  sir,  I  think  Mr. 
Putnam  has  made  a  very  fair  estimate." 

That  is  not  the  whole  answer,  but  that  is  as 
much  as  seems  to  be  material  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


MONEY    FOR   CITY   PLANNING    BOARD. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  offered  the  following: 
In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 
An    Ordinance    Concerning    the    City    Planning 

Department. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc.: 

Chapter  twelve  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  two  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1915,  is  hereby  further  amended  in  section  four 
by  striking  out  the  words  "five  thousand"  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words  "seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred,"  so  that  said  section  as  amended 
shall  read  as  follows: 

Section  4.  The  board  shall  serve  without  pay, 
and  may  expend  for  the  salary  of  its  secretary  and 
for  such  other  expenses  as  may  be  necessary  in 
the  performance  of  its  duties,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


SIDEWALK   ORDER. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  East  Concord  street,  northerly  side,  from 
Harrison  avenue  245  feet  easterly;  Stoughton 
street,  southerly  side,  from  Harrison  avenue  266 
feet  easterly;  Harrison  avenue,  easterly  side,  from 
Stoughton  street  to  East  Concord  street,  in  front 
of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalks  to 
be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutters  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestone,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  269  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1916. 

Passed. 


PRINTING. 

Coun.  McDONALD,  for  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  submitted  a  report  on  order  (referred 
June  23)  that  1,000  copies  of  report  made  to 
Finance  Commission  by  Dr.  James  H.  Van  Sickle 
on  the  School  Department  be  printed — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 


EXPENSE    OF    MOBILIZATION. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order — That  the 
expense  attending  the  mobilization  and  departure 
of  the  militia,  incurred  by  the  City  of  Boston,  be 
charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund.   • 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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RESOLVE  CONCERNING  STREET  REPAIRS. 

President  HAGAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  has  this  day  appro- 
priated the  sura  of  $500,513.35  for  the  reconstruc- 
tion and  repair  of  streets;   be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Council  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  awarding 
contracts  for  this  work  advise  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  in  his  advertising  for  bids  to  so 
divide  the  appropriation  so  the  individual  bids  will 
approximate  not  more  than  8200,000. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PAYMENT   TO   MRS.   SILLOWAY. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Sadie  Silloway,  widow 
of  Charles  E.  Silloway,  the  sum  to  which  he  would 
have  been  entitled  as  Assistant  City  Messenger  of 
the  City  of  Boston  had  he  served  in  said  position 
until  the  first  day  of  April,  1916,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council, 
Incidental  Expenses,  Contingencies. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MONEY   FOR   SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  Soldiers'  Relief 
Commissioner  and  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  Special  Items,  F-8, 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300) ,  said  sum 
to  be  expended,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Committee  on  Soldiers'  Relief,  by  said  commis- 
sioner in  affording  immediate  relief  to  persons 
entitled  to  aid  under  chapter  79  of  the  Revised 
Laws  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof  and  additions 
thereto. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  5.45  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLEMAN,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  6.26  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Samuel  Friedman 
(referred  today)  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  223  and  225  Hanover  street — that  per- 
mit be  granted. 


Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  C.  D.  Faheney  (re- 
ferred today)  for  permit  for  child  to  appear  at 
Boston  Opera  House  on  evening  of  July  6 — that 
permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
expense  attending  the  mobilization  and  departure 
of  militia  incurred  by  City  of  Boston  be  charged 
to  the  Reserve  Fund — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Com- 
missioner the  sum  of  $300  for  immediate  relief 
for  persons  entitled  to  aid  under  chapter  79  of  the 
Revised  Laws,  etc. — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  order  (referred  March  6)  to  accept 
chapter  105,  Special  Acts  of  1916,  relative  to  pay- 
ment of  salary  to  widow  of  Charles  E.  Silloway — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  widow  of  Charles  E. 
Silloway,  late  Assistant  City  Messenger,  the  sum  to 
which  he  would  have  been  entitled  had  he  served 
in  said  position  until  April  1,  1916 — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(7)  Report  on  preamble  and  resolve  (referred 
today)  concerning  contracts  for  street  work — 
recommending  passage  in  following  new  draft,  viz.: 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  has  this  day  appro- 
priated the  sum  of  $500,513.35  for  the  reconstruc- 
tion and  repair  of  streets;   be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  suggestion  of  the  City 
Council  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  awarding 
'contracts  for  this  work  advise  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  in  advertising  for  bids  to  invite 
proposals  for  contracts  on  the  basis  of  the  whole 
or  entire  work  and  also  contracts  in  portions  not 
exceeding  one  third  of  the  w-ork  proposed  or  con- 
templated in  accordance  with  said  appropriations. 

Report  accepted;   preamble  and  resolve  passed. 


NEXT   MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on 
Monday,  July  17,  at  3  p.  m. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  MC- 
DONALD, to  refuse  a  general  reconsideration  on 
all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting. 


Adjourned  at  6.40  p.  m.,   on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLLINS,  to  meet  on  Monday,  July  17,  at  3  p.  m 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  July  17,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Couneil  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members 
present. 


APPROPRIATIONS   FOR    COUNTY 
DEPARTMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  17,  191G. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

I  submit  herewith  for  the  consideration  of  your 
honorable  body,  two  orders  providing  additional 
appropriations  for  county  departments,  and  respect- 
fully recommend  their  adoption. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  items  be  substituted 
for  the  items  appropriated  May  18,  1916,  under 
Schedule  A  in  the  appropriation  for  County  of 
Suffolk,  Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District,  viz.: 
Medical    examiner,     1    at    $333.33    per 

month $4,000  00 

Clerk,  1  at  $110  per  month 1,320  00 

Stenographer,  1  at  $110  per  month 1,320  00 

Custodian  of  mortuary,    1   at  $110  per 

month 1,221  24 


Deputy     custodian,     1     at    $90.25    per 

month .$1,068  60 

Assistant,  1  at  $06.66  per  month.  . 


Temporary. 
Accountant  and  clerical  assistant. 
Substitute,  1  at  $15  per  week 


Unassigned. 


Emergency. 


741 

92 

$9,671 

70 

$300  00 
90  00 

$390 

00 

$20 

00 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  February,  1916,  the  respective 
sums  of  money  specified  in  the  tables  hereinafter 
set  forth  be  and  the  same  hereby  are  appropriated 
to  be  expended  by  the  several  departments  and  for 
the  objects  and  purposes  hereinafter  stated;  that 
said  sums,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  thousand  forty- 
one  and  41-100  dollars  ($15,041.41),  be  raised  by 
taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by  the 
City  Council  relating  to  taxes  and  the  interest 
thereon  apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for.- 

APPROPRIATIONS  BY  DEPARTMENTS. 

Suffolk    County    Courthouse    (County 

Buildings) $1,000  00 

Boston  Juvenile  Court -    100  00 

Land  Court 1,000  00 

Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District .  .  1,751  41 

House  of  Correction 10,850  00 

Penal  Institutions  (Office  Expenses) .  .  .  340  00 


Total $15,041  41 


SUFFOLK   COUNTY   COURTHOUSE. 
County  Buildings. 

Equipment  ....._ 

13.     Tools  and  instruments 


Supplies.  . . 
3.     Fuel. 


Materials 

1.     Building. 


$200  00 
' $500  66 
'$300 '66 


C.     Equipment.. 
9.     Office. 


BOSTON   JUVENILE   COURT. 


$100  00 


B.     Service  Other  than  Personal. 
35.     Fees,  service  of  venires,  etc. 


LAND    COURT. 


$1,000  00 


MEDICAL  EXAMINER, 
Personal  Service  as  per  Schedule  A 

1.  Permanent  employees 

2.  Temporary  employees. 


NORTHERN    DISTRICT. 


11. 
14. 
18. 
28. 
37. 


Service  Other  than  Personal 

5.     Cartage  and  freight 

Insurance 

Motor  vehicle  repairs  and  care. . 

Cleaning 

Expert  and  architect 

Photographing  and  blueprinting. 


$221   76 
300  00 


$402  00 

2  65 

75  00 

95  00 

180  00 

GO  00 


$200  00 
500  00 

300  00 

$1,000  00 

$100  00 
$1,000  00 

$521  76 
814  65 


C.     Equipment 

4.     Motor  vehicles. 


B. 


Supplies 

1.     Office 

5.     Medical,  surgical,  laboratory, 
10.     General  plant 


Service  Other  than  Personal, 

5.     Cartage  ami  freight 

13.     Communication 

15.     Motorless  vehicle  repairs. 

Carried  forward   


Ilol  S10    OF   CORRECTION. 


">  00 


$135  00 
85  mi 
20  00 


|50  00 

idii  mi 
25  oo 


it:,  mi 
240  00 


$1,751    II 


$175  00 


$175  00 
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$175  00 

000  00 

$75  00 

500  00 

25  00 

5.175  00 

N 

Brought-  forward 

Equipment, 

G.     Stable 

7.  Furniture  and  fittings 

8.  Educational  and  recreational 

Supplies 

1.  Office $300  00 

2.  Pood  and  ice 2,500  00 

4.     Forage  and  animal 1,500  00 

8.  Laundry,  cleaning,  toilet 300  00 

9.  Educational  and  recreational 75  00 

10.     General' plant 500  00 

Materials 

1.     Building $2,500  00 

9.     Machinery „ 400  00 

10.     Electrical 2,000  00 


4,900  00 


$10,850  00 


PENAL   INSTITUTIONS. 
Office  Expenses. 

B.     Service  Other  than  Personal 

2.     Postage / $40  00 

D.     Supplies 

1.     Office • $300  00 


$40  00 

300  00 

$340  00 


Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


FIRE   STATION,   HYDE   PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communications  from  the  Fire  Commissioner  and 
the  Municipal  Real  Estate  Expert,  and  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  June  19,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  respectfully  request  that  the  City 
Council  appropriate  the  sum  of  thirty-four  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  (34,800)  dollars  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  and  apparatus  and  the  erection  of  a 
fire  station  in  the  Readville  section  of  Hyde  Park. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  something  be 
done  in  the  near  future  to  remedy  the  conditions 
which  exist  in  this  section  of  the  city.  At  the 
present  time  the  fire  station  in  Readville  con- 
sists of  an  old  wooden  building  on  land  owned  by 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 
Company,  which  accommodates  one  hose  wagon 
and  but  two  men.  The  City  of  Boston  owns  the 
fire  house,  but  the  land  is  leased  from  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  at  a  nom- 
inal rental.  The  building  is  of  little  value  and 
is  in  a  deplorable  condition.  It  became  the 
property  of  the  city  at  the  time  the  town  of  Hyde 
Park  was  annexed  to  Boston  in  1912. 

The  sanitary  conditions  are  most  unhealthfu! 
and  have  been  condemned  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. A  cesspool  is  now  in  use  in  connection 
with  the  premises  and  the  Health  Department 
has  ordered  its  discontinuance  and  has  notified 
this  department  that  drainage  must  discharge 
to  the  sewer.  To  make  the  changes  required  by 
the  Board  of  Health  would  necessitate  an  expend- 
iture of  money  which  would  be  better  invested 
in  new  property.  .  If  such  changes  were  made  it 
would  only  be  a  temporary  arrangement  as  it 
will  only  be  a  question  of  a  very  brief  time  when 
this  building  will  have  to  be  abandoned. 

The  location  of  the  building  is  not  the  best 
and  a  central  location  could  be'found  which  would 
provide  better  protection  for  the  entire  district. 

This  department  will  be  able  to  purchase  a 
piece  of  landin  the  vicinity  of  Wolcott  square  for 
the  sum  of  "13, 800,  and  to  erect  a  house  that  will 
meet  the  needs  of  this  district  will  cost  approxi- 
mately $26,000.  A  new  combination  motor-driven 
hose  wagon  and  chemical  engine  should  be  installed 
in  this  house.  This  piece  of  apparatus  will  cost 
about  $5,000. 

Conditions   at   this   house   are   decidedly   unfit 


for  the  purpose  for  which  the  building  is  used,  and 
I  earnestly  urge  the  money  requested  be  appro- 
priated to  make  the  changes  as  recommended 
above. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

John  Gradt, 
Fire  Commissioner. 

30  State  Street,  Boston,,  June  14,  1916. 
Mr.  John  Grady, 

Commissioner  Fire  Department: 

Dear  Sir, — In  pursuance  of  your  request  I  have 
conferred  with  District  Chief  Joseph  A.  Dolan, 
and  have  selected  a  site  for  a  new  fire  station  at 
Readville  that  meets  with  his  approval. 

It  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Milton  and  Hamil- 
ton streets,  about  125  feet  from  Wolcott  square. 
The  owner  will  sell  for  $3,800  and  agrees  to  pay 
the  real  estate  taxes  for  the  current  year  and  any 
other  assessments  that  exist. 

The  lot  contains  14,475  square  feet  of  land, 
assessed  for  $3,600. 

I  consider  the  price,  which  is  about  26J-  cents  a 
square  foot,  a  fair  one,  and  as  this  seems  to  be  the 
most  available  site,  recommend  that  it  be  secured 
by  the  city. 

I  inclose  communications  from  Frank  L.  George, 
the  owner,  relative  thereto. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  Beck. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $29,800  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  site  and  erection 
of  fire  station  in  the  Readville  section  of  Hyde 
Park,  and  that  to  '  meet  ^  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SALE   OF  OLD   STATION   7. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  12,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed  com- 
munication from  the  municipal  real  estate  expert 
and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

30  State  Street,  Boston,  June  28,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The   City  of   Boston  has  tried   un- 
successfully on  two  occasions  to  sell  Police  Sta- 
tion No.  7  in  East  Boston  at  public  auction,  at  an 
upset  price  of  $15,000. 


JULY    17,    1916. 
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I  advise  that,  the  City  Council  be  requested  to 
authorize  the  sale  of  said  station  at  public  auction, 
at  an  upset  price  of  $12,000. 

I  have  conferred  with  Mr.  John  C.  L.  Dowling 
of  the  Finance  Commission,  who  approves  ,the 
price  of  $12,000. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  Beck, 

Real  Estate  Broker  and  Appraiser. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  dispose 
of  by  sale,  at  public  auction,  the  building  and  land 
formerly  occupied  by  the  Police  Department  and 
known  as  Station  7,  East  Boston,  at  an  upset  piice 
of  $12,000. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Jeremiah  Sullivan,  to  be  paid  for  the  loss  of 
ducks  killed  by  dogs. 

Henry  W.  Savage  (Inc.),  for  compensation 
for  damages  at  163  West  Canton  street  by  stop- 
page of  drain. 

Pietro  Bombardieri,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  wagon  by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 
.  James  S.  Whitelock,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  automobile  by  a  defect  in  India  street. 

John  E.  Cousens  Coal  Company,  for  compen- 
sation for  damages  by  stoppage  of  sewer  at  791 
Commonwealth  avenue. 

Heirs  of  Thomas  Brennan,  for  compensation  for 
damages  by  the  sewer  crossing  in  rear  of  359  Baker 
street. 

Richard  H.  Robinson,  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  37  Dent  street  by  sewer  construction. 

Helen  P.  Sweetser,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Ashmont  street. 

Hugh  E.  Scanlan,  for  compensation  for  damages 
by  the  backing  up  of  sewer  at  12  Merrimac  street. 

Thomas  Croke,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
20  and  26  Josephine  street  by  overflow  of  sewers. 

Good  &  Mahoney,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  1975-1979  Columbus  avenue  by  water  in 
cellar  from  a  street  conduit. 

Gustavus  A.  Gardner,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  fence  at  51  Gladstone  street  by  change  of 
grade  of  street. 

Albiani  Lunch  Company,  to  be  repaid  amount  of 
tax  which  was  paid  twice. 

Harlow  H.  Rogers,  for  the  recall  of  tax  deed  of 
certain  land  on  South  Huntington  avenue. 

Antonio  Bruno,  to  be  repaid  amount  of  tax 
which  was  paid  twice. 

Mrs.  George  Mahan,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  falling  through  a  hole  in  raft 
at  Savin  Hill  Beach. 

Louise  Brooks,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  caused  by  mud  on  July  10. 

Keseall  Hoffman,  to  be  refunded  amount  of  fee 
paid  for  entrance  to  sewer  at  419  Harrison  avenue. 

Executive. 
Petitions    for    retirement    under    provisions    of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 
Oscar  Johnson,  James  Maloney. 

Herman  Rosenthal,  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or 
lease  firearms  at  360  Washington  street,  Ward  25. 


CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
James  H.  Waugh. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


LOAN   ORDER   IN    EFFECT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  July  17,  1910. 
To  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  order  for  a 
loan  of  $599,000  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Strandway  and  Old  Harbor,  South  Boston,  filed  by 


the  Mayor  with  the  City  Clerk  May  8,  1916,  not 
having  been  rejected  or  withdrawn  within  sixty 
days  after  the  date  of  said  filing,  was  in  force  on 
July  8,  1916,  as  if  adopted  by  the  City  Council, 
under  the  provisions  of  section  2  of  chapter  486 
of  the  Acts  of  1909. 

Respectfully, 
James  Donovan,  City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  City 
Auditor  in  compliance  with  chapter  486,  section  25, 
of  the  Acts  of  1909,  presenting  statement  of 
amounts  expended  by  Mayor  and  City  Council 
for  contingent  expense^  for  the  quarter  ending 
July  1,  1916. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRACK  LOCATIONS. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  granting  locations  to  the 
West  End  Street  Railway  Company,  as  follows: 

Tracks  on  Washington  street,  West  Roxbury, 
481st  location. 

Tracks  in  Amory  street,  Roxbury,  482d  location. 

Tracks  in  Lexington  street,  East  Boston,  483d 
location. 

Tracks  in  Chelsea,  Bennington  and  other 
streets,  484th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Directors  of  the 
Port  of  Boston  of  hearings,  viz.: 

July  20,  10  a.,  m.,  on  petition  of  Revere  Sugar 
Refinery  for  license  to  build  sea  wall  in  Mystic 
river. 

July  21,  10.15  a.  m.,  on  petition,  of  Fire  Com- 
missioner for  leave  to  install  piling  in  Boston 
Harbor. 

July  21,  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  petition  of  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company 
for  license  to  fill  in  South  bay. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE  OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Peerless  Motor  Car  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  660  Beacon  street. 

Charles  H.  Stewart,  keeping  of  gasolene,  rear 
471  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Norfolk  Blanket  Cleansing  Company,  keeping 
of  gasolene,  113  and  115  Brookside  avenue. 

Joseph  Kalman,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
361  Chelsea  street,  East  Boston. 

Dana  P.  Simpson,  keeping  of  gasolene,  33  Child 
street,  Hyde  Park. 

Boston  Yacht  Club,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, Columbia  road,  foot  of  O  street. 

J.  A.  Dowling,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
corner  Commonwealth  and  Harvard  avenues. 

Gilmore  C.  Dickey,  keeping  of  gasolene,  8 
Florida  street. 

Howard  Storage  Warehouse,  keeping  of  gaso- 
lene, 152  Hampden  street. 

John  L.  Whiting-J.  J.  Adams  Company, 
keeping  of  naphtha,  690-710  Harrison  avenue. 

Leon  N.  Granstein,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, rear  81  Huntington  avenue. 

Dodge  Motor  Vehicle  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  25  Irvington  street. 

Fred  F.  Hodgkins,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
153  Liverpool  street. 

Estate  of  John  W.  Cosden,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  246  Massachusetts  avenue. 

Engel-Cone  Shoe  Company,  keeping  of  gaso- 
lene, corner  Porter  and  Orleans  streets. 

Clarence  G.  Hughes,  keeping  of  gasoleno,  9 
St.  John  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

South  Boston  Yacht  Club,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  Strandway,  foot  of  P  street. 

Walter  H.  Collins,  keeping  of  gasolene,  51 
Tonawanda  street 

Daniel  .1.  Ford,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
701  Walk  Hill  .street. 

Olsen  &  Goodrich,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
14  Walnut  avenuo  (six  notices). 
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Iver  Johnson  Sporting  Goods  Company,  keep- 
ing and  sale  of  shells,  cartridges,  primers,  caps, 
gunpowder  and  carbide  at  155  and  157  Washington 
street,  Ward  5. 

Charles  D.  Pray,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
1839  Washington  street.  Ward  13. 

Dr.  Louis  Mendelsohn,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
477  Washington  street,  Ward  19. 

James  A.  Stretch,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
852  Massachusetts  avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  pe- 
titions for  minors'  licenses  for  five  newsboys,  one 
bootblack  and  three  vendors — recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  July. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 


DAY    OFF   FOR   PARK   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  grant 
to  all  employees  of  the  department  whose  services 
can  be  dispensed  with,  a  day  off  on  the  date  of 
their  annual  picnic. 

Passed. 


ANNUITY   FOR   MRS.   JOHN   T.  STEWART. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
so  long  as  she  remains  unmarried  there  be  allowed 
and  paid  an  annuity  of  three  hundred  dollars 
($300)  to  the  widow  of  John  T.  Stewart,  a  member 
of  the  Fire  Department,  who  died  from  injuries 
received  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  the 
amounts  so  paid  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Fire  Department,  Pensions. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CITY   PLANNING    DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  a  report  on  ordinance  (referred 
July  0)  is  relation  to  City  Planning  Department — 
that  the  ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  COLLINS — It  is  apparent,  in  accordance 
with  the  ordinance  at  present,  that  only  $5,000 
may  be  expended  by  the  City  Planning  Depart- 
ment. The  primary  need  of  an  amendment  rests 
in  the  fact  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  accord- 
ing to  the  representative  of  that  department  who 
came  before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that 
at  least  $260  should  be  appropriated  in  addition  to 
the  $5,000  in  order  to  carry  on  properly  the  work. 
There  is  no  immediate  need  of  more  money.  The 
department  through  its  secretary  places  that  in- 
formation before  the  committee,  and  I  will  now 
present  it  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 
In  other  words,  Mr.  President,  in  case  they  want 
$7,500,  which  they  may  urge  next  year,  that  will 
be  a  matter  for  the  determination  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  next  year.  At  present, 
while  they  ask  for  $260,  and  also  ask  that  this 
ordinance  may  be  passed  at  this  time  so  that  the 
department  may  prove  its  case  before  the  next 
City  Council,  sitting  in  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. I  would  ask  that  the  letter  of  the  secretary 
of  the  department  be  read  and  incorporated  in  the 
minutes  of  this  meeting. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  the  reading  of  the  letter  at  this  time  be 
dispensed  with,  that  it  be  printed  in  the  record, 
and  that  the  matter  lie  over  for  one  week  so  that 
we  may  have  a  chance  to  look  into  it. 

Coun.  .COLLINS — Mr.  President,  that  is  agree- 
able to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 


The  letter  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

The  City  Planning  Board, 

Boston,  July  7,  1916. 
Hon.  Walter  L.  Collins, 

'Chairman  Committee  on  Ordinances: 

My  dear  Mr.  Collins, — In  reference  to  the  order 
introduced  by  Coun.  Coleman  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  on  Thursday,  July  6,  amend- 
ing the  ordinance  governing  the  City  Planning 
Board  to  provide  for  an  expenditure  not  to  exceed 
$7,500  per  annum  instead  of  $5,000  as  at  present, 
which  order  was  referred  to  your  committee  for 
consideration,  I  beg  to  advise  you  as  follows: 

The  City  Planning  Board  is  now  in  its  third 
year.  The  first  year  it  had  an  appropriation  of 
$3,000,  and  the  second  year  this  was  increased  to 
$5,000.  This  additional  amount  was  made  neces- 
sary by  the  increased  activities  of  the  department. 

The  primary  reason  for  asking  for  a  further 
addition  at  this  time  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
appropriation  for  our  assistant  investigator  will 
be  exhausted  July  31.  This  assistant  investigator, 
Mr.  Whitney,  is  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University, 
taking  a  post  graduate  course,  including  a  course 
in  city  planning,  and  receiving  his  degree  as  land- 
scape architect.  For  a  year  he  gave  his  services 
to  the  Board  without  compensation.  Then  we 
were  able  to  make  an  arrangement  with  him,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Mayor  and  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission, whereby  he  devotes  one  half  his  time  to 
the  service  of  the  City  Planning  Board,  and  receives 
therefor  compensation  on  the  basis  of  $20  a  week, 
or  $10  for  half  time.  This  arrangement,  which  has 
continued  for  nine  months,  will  expire  July  31, 
and  it  is  the  earnest  hope  of  the  City  Planning 
Board  that  it  may  be  in  a  position  to  renew  the 
*  same. 

Mr.  Whitney  is  exceptionally  well  fitted  for  the 
work  of  the  department  ar.d  renders  valuable, 
efficient  service.  It  would  be  very  difficult,  if 
not  quite  impossible,  to  fill  his  place,  as  it  would 
nave  to  be  filled  sooner  or  later,  if  we  were  obliged 
to  cancel  the  present  arrangement  at  this  time. 

This  $260  necessary  to  continue  Mr.  Whitney's 
services  for  the  balance  of  the  year  is  all  that  we 
contemplate  asking  in  addition  to  our  regular 
appropriation  for  the  current  year.  Should  the 
ordinance  be  amended  as  we  hope,  and  the  Board 
sees  fit  to  ask  for  more  money  next  year,  then  it 
would  have  to  justify  such  request  before  the' 
Mayor  and  City  Council. 

The  Board  pays  its  secretary  $1,500  a  year,  and 
its  investigator  at  the  rate  of  $250  a  month.  Not 
having  sufficient  funds  to  carry  him  through  the 
year,  we  are  obliged  to  release  him  for  a  period 
of  two  months,  paying  him  a  total  of  $2,500 
during  the  year.  This  leaves  but  $1,000  for  all 
other  necessary  expenses,  postage,  printing  and 
binding,  library,  office  expenses,  photographing 
and  blueprinting,  multigraphing,  communication, 
transportation,  tools  and  instruments  and  general 
plant  repairs.  By  practising  rigid  economy,  we 
hope  to  keep  each  item  within  the  amount  allowed 
under  the  segregated  budget,  but  there  will  not  be 
a  penny  to  spare  which  might  be  diverted  to  any 
other  purpose. 

Therefore,  it  is  the  hope  of  the  City  Planning 
Board  that  your  committee  will  give  the  matter 
as  early  consideration  as  possible  in  order  that,  if 
it  meets  with  your  approval,  we  may  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  continued  employ- 
ment of  Mr.  Whitney  at  this  time. 
Very  truly  yours, 

E.  M.  Heelihy,  Secretary. 

The  matter  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF 
FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

President  HAGAN  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  Coun.  Attridge  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on 'Finance,  to  take  the  place  of  Coun. 
Coulthurst,  deceased. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.52  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  McDONALD,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President 
at  4.20  p.  m. 


JUI7Y    17,    1916. 
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CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  busi- 
ness, Nos.  2,  3,  4  and  5,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  July  6,  1916,  viz.: 

2.  Raymond  Bacon,  Matthew  Farraher  and 
Anna  M.  Lehmann  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

3.  George  W.  Mullen,  to  be.  a  Weigher  of 
Coal  and  a  Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy 
Machinery. 

4.  Frank  M.  Mayer,  to  be  a  Measurer  of 
Grain. 

5.  Leslie  A.  Pike,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Beef. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Attridge  and  Coleman.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  several 
appointments  were  confirmed. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  of  Oscar  Johnson  and 
James  Maloney  (referred  today)  to  be  retired 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914 — recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  Oscar  Johnson,  employed  in  the  labor  service 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Labor- 
ers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1915,  James  Maloney,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Herman  Rosenthal 
(referred  today)  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  360  Washington  street,  Ward  25 — that 
permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meet- 
ing, hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 


NEXT   MEETING. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BAL- 
LANTYNE,  that  when  it  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on 
Wednesday,  July  26,  at  three  o'clock  p.  in. 


Adjourned  at  4.24   p.  in.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
BALLANTYNE. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Wednesday,  July  26,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Kenny,  Storrow. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

Forty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  August  9,  1916: 

George  B.  Bigelow,  Ward  25;  Gabriele  Caggiano, 
Ward  6;  John  L.  Black,  Ward  20;  John  N.  Fischer, 
Jx.,  Ward  17:  Gerhardt  J.  Buchsenchmidt,  Ward 
14;  Michael  Brennan,  Ward  23;  Vincent  T.  Feth- 
erston,  Ward  20;!  Everett  E.  Thompson,  Ward  17; 
William  Ahearn,  Ward  25;  William  P.  Warner, 
Ward  23;  William  A.  Thompson,  Ward  3;  James 
McGovern,  Ward  19;  William  H.  Doherty,  Ward 
2;  Thomas  Connors,  Ward  18;  James  A.  McLean, 
Ward  23;  William  H.  Ross,  Ward  25;  Arthur  F. 
Mcintosh,  Ward  24;  Adna  T.  Wheelock,  Ward  15; 
George  G.  Brown,  Ward  26;  James  L.  McClusker, 
Ward  19;  Henry  Loughary,  Ward  25;  Alvan  W. 
Clark,  Ward  20;  Thomas  Shute,  Ward  14;  James 
L.  Devine,  Ward  16;  Rudolph  C.  Springer,  Ward 
22;  William  B.  O'Brien,  Ward  7;  John  F.  Finn, 
Ward  24;  John  McGilvray,  Ward  24;  James  T. 
Grant,  Ward  15;  Christopher  B.  Mulling,  Ward  12; 
Daniel  Russell,  Ward  16;  Hermann  Van  Hall, 
Ward  23;  Charles  G.  Cutter,  Ward  25;  Michael  H. 
Dunlap,  Ward  14;  George  E.  Brenner,  Ward  5; 
Theodore  T.  Marshall,  Ward  26;  Ralph  W.  Ben- 
nett, Ward  6;  John  P.  Reardon,  Ward  19;  Alonzo 
B.  Hart,  Ward  9;  Ernest  C.  Metcalf,  Ward  1; 
Henry  W.  Newhall,  Ward  23;  William  T.  Milligan, 
Ward  23;  Maurice  J.  Glavin,  Ward  24;  Edward  J. 
Dunn,  Ward  26;  John  Wilson,  Ward  25;  William 
Byrnes,  Ward  11. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE    MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  26,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  appoint  Edward  J.  Brown,  18 
Mapes  street,  Dorchester,  an  Inspector  of  Pressed 
or  Bundled  Hay  and  Straw  for  the  term  ending 
April  20,  1917. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  CukleY,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  FOR  COUNTY 
EMPLOYEES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  26,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
opinion  from  the  Corporation  Counsel,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  granting  of  three  months'  leave  of 
absence,  without  loss  of  pay,  to  employees  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk  who  are  paid  by  the  City  of 
Boston  and. who  are  called  upon  to  perform  military 
duty,  and  believing  that  they  should  be  placed  on 
the  same  basis  as  city  employees  I  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  appended  older. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuiiley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  July  11,  1916. 
Charles  ().  Power,  Esq.,  Secretary, 
Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall: 
My    clear    Charles, — In    reply   to   the    Mayor's 
request  for  an  opinion  as  to  whether  employees  of 


Suffolk  County  are  entitled  to  leave  of  absence  for 
three  months  with  pay  when  called  upon  for  mili- 
tary duty  by  the  United  States,  permit  me  to  say 
that  employees  of  the  county  are  not  specifically 
mentioned  in  the  order  recently  passed  by  the  City 
Council,  which  is  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  employees  of  the  city  called  to 
perform  military  duty  by  the  United  States  be 
granted  leave  of  absence  during  their  period  of 
active  military  service,  not  to  exceed  three  months, 
without  loss  of  pay." 

If  you  desire  to  have  county  employees  included 
you  could  have  a  similar  order  made  applicable  to 
employees  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  transmitted  by 
the  Mayor  to  the  Council  and  passed  by  the  latter. 
This  order  would  read  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  employees  of  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk who  are  paid  by  the  City  of  Boston  and  who 
are  called  to  perform  military  duty  by  the  United 
'States  be  granted  leave  of  absence  during  their 
period  of  active  military  service,  not  to  exceed  three 
months,  without  loss  of  pay." 

Yours  very  truly, 

John  A.  Sullivan, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Ordered,  That  employees  of  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk who  are  paid  by  the  City  of  Boston  and  who 
are  called  upon  to  perform  military  duty  by  the 
United  States  be  granted  leave  of  absence  during 
their  period  of  active  military  service,  not  to 
exceed  three  months,  without  loss  of  pay. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER    FOR    MUNICIPAL    BUILDING, 
ROSLINDALE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  26,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  requesting  a  transfer  of  $1,500  for 
Municipal  Building,  Roslindale,  and  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department,  July  21,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Apropos  to  the  question  of  the 
awarding  of  the  contract  for  municipal  building, 
Roslindale,  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Flynn  of  the 
Law  Department  that  said  contract  cannot  be 
awarded  until  sufficient  money  has  been  appro- 
priated to  meet  a  deficit  in  the  sum  of  $757.33, 
which  still  exists.  It  will  also  be  necessary  to 
have  some  little  further  appropriation  to  meet  any 
exigencies  that  might  arise  during  the  construction 
work,  and  in  consideration  of  the  foregoing  facts  I 
would  recommend  that  a  transfer  in  the  sum  of 
$1,500  be  made  from  the  appropriation  for  Munic- 
ipal Building,  City  Square  (which  building  is 
already  complete  and  occupied),  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Municipal  Building,  Roslindale. 

Awaiting  your  pleasure  in  the  premises,  I  am, 
Yours  respectfully, 

RiCHArtD  A.  Lynch, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1,500  from  the 
appropriation  for  Municipal  Building,  City  Square, 
to  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Building,  Ros- 
lindale. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALE  OF  OLD    STATION,  SOUTH  BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  26,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Grnl le n,      1    .'ini    in    receipt    of    the    inclosed 

communications,  together  with  copies  of  corre- 
spondence, with  reference  to  the  buildinc  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Police  Department  on  Broadwaj 
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South  Boston,  known  as  Police  Station  No.  6,  and 
respectfully  request  the  adoption  of  the  appended 
order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
•     Law  Department,  July  20,  1916. 

Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In    accordance  with  your  request  I 
inclose  form  of  order  for  the  sale  of  the  Police 
Station  6  property  on  Broadway,  South  Boston. 

This  property  was  acquired  by  purchase  and  not 
by  right  of  eminent  domain. 

'I    also   return   correspondence   forwarded    with 
vour  letter. 

Yours  very  truly, 

John  A.  Sullivan, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

30  State  Street,  Boston,  June  7,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  herewith  send  you  a  duplicate  re- 
port and  copies  of  correspondence  with  the  School- 
house  Commission  relative  to  Police  Station  No.  6, 
located  on  Broadway,  South  Boston. 
Respectfully  yours, 

John  Beck, 
Real  Estate  Broker  and  Appraiser. 

30  State  Street,  Boston,  December  9,  1915. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — In  pursuance  of  your  request  I  have 
inspected  Police  Station  No.  0,  located  on  Broad- 
way, South  Boston,  and  considered  the  value  and 
advisability  of  disposing  of  same  ,'.•"* 

The  property  consists  of  4,250  square  teetot 
land  an  abandoned  brick  station  house  and  stable. 
The  total  assessment  is  $28,800,  of  which  .$9,800 
is  on  the  land  and  $19,000  on  building.  The  lot 
has  a  frontage  of  25  feet  on  Broadway,  running 
through  a  distance  of  170  feet  to  Athens  street. 
The  station  fronting  on  Broadway  occupies  about 
two  thirds  of  the  lot,  the  stable  on  Athens  street 
the  remainder.  .■,,.-,-.        j   •. 

Owing  to  the  great  depth  of  this  lot  and  its 
narrow  frontage,  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to 
use  it  for  one  building;  therefore  I  suggest  that 
the  station  and  stable  be  sold  separately. 

I  consider  the  station  enough  of  a  special  prop- 
osition to  require,  considerable  alteration  to  adapt 
it  to  any  purpose  for  which  it  may  be  used  in 
future.  "Although  the  land  running  through  to 
Athens  street  is  assessed  for  $2.30  a  foot,  I  believe 
$1  a  foot  nearer  the  real  value  of  the  area  occupied 
by  the  station  house.  Land  at  this  location  on 
Athens  street  would  sell  at  less  than  25  cents  a 
foot.  The  stable,  however,  is  a  very  good  one, 
and  I  believe  it  could  be  sold  at  public  auction. 

I  recommend  that  the  land  and  the  abandoned 
station  on  Broadway  be  sold  at  public  auction  at 
an  upset  price  of  $5,500.  and  the  stable  on  Athens 
street  at  an  upset  price  of  $1,500. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  me  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Schoolhouse  Commission;  alsoa  com- 
munication from  said  chairman  and  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  Beck, 
Real  Estate  Broker  and  Appraiser. 

30  State  Street,  Boston,  October  18,  1915. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Lomasney,  .    . 

Chairman  Schoolhouse  Commission: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  instructed  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  make  recommendations  as  to  the 
most  advisable  course  for  the  city  to  pursue  with 
reference  to  the  disposition  of  Police  Station  No.  6, 
which  adjoins  the  Parkman  School  on  West  Broad- 
way, South  Boston.  .   .... 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  in  a 
communication  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  dated 
September  1,  1915,  stated  that  he  had  communi- 
cated with  the  Schoolhouse  Commission,  thinking 
that  they  might  use  it  for  disciplinary  classes  that 
were  housed  in  the  Way  Street  School,  and  that 
they  replied  that  it  was  wholly  unsatisfactory  for 
school  purposes,  and  therefore  they  have  no  use 
for  them.  .        . 

It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  possibly  it  might 
be  wise  to  raze  the  building  and  add  the  land  to 
the  present  school  yard.  As  there  is  a  space  of 
ess    than   20   feet   between   the   schoolhouse   and 


station,  the  lower  schoolrooms  on  the  east  side  are 
dark.  The  police  station  lot  contains  4,253  square 
feet  of  land,  and,  added  to  the  present  school  lot 
of  10,160  square  feet,  would  provide  a  school  yard 
of  about  10,000  square  feet. 

Kindly  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible  whether 
you  can  use  the  lot  at  its  market  value,  and  I  will 
immediately  make  a  recommendation  to  the  Mayor 
as  to  price. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  Beck, 
Real  Estate  Broker  and  Appraiser. 

October  22,  1915. 
John  Beck,  Esq., 

30  State  Street,  Boston,  Mass.: 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  communication  of 
October  18,  relative  to  the  old  Police  Station  6, 
adjoining  the  Parkman  School,  in  which  you  sug- 
gest the  possibility  of  the  same  being  used  for  an 
extension  of  the  yard  of  said  school,  I  desire  to 
report  as  follows.  We  have  investigated  the 
matter  with  care,  and  find  that  the  Parkman  School 
is  being  used  as  a  prevocational  center.  It  has  an 
attendance  at  the  present  time  of  eighty-five  pupils, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  chief  inspector  will  never 
have  an  attendance  exceeding  135  pupils;  therefore 
the  use  of  the  extra  space  by  the  School  Committee 
seems  to  be  out  of  the  question.  I  inclose  office 
memorandum  from  Chief  Inspector  Butler,  who 
investigated  the  case. 

Respectfully  yours, 

J.  P.  Lomasney, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  the 
Police  Station  6  property  located  on  Broadway, 
South  Boston,  containing  4,250  square  feet  of  land, 
with  a  brick  station  house  and  stable  thereon,  in 
one  or  two  lots  as  the  best  interests  of  the  city  may 
determine,  at  a  total  upset  price  of  not  less  than 
seven  thousand  dollars,  and  upon  such  sale  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  hereby  authorized  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  said  city  and  by  an  instrument 
satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department  to  convey  said 
property  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Octavia  M.  Melanson,  for  compensation,  for 
damage  to  clothing  by  city  truck. 

SB.  Wiley  &  Sons  Company,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  to  horse  by  loose  manhole  cover  in 

John  Dooley,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
boat  by  a  boat  of  the  City  of  Boston.  ... 

Margaret  Foley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  bv  a  fall  on  Hyde  Park  avenue. 

Catherine  Casey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  in  the  South  Boston  Municipal 
Building.  ,       , 

C.  Ray  Flanigan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  hat  by  a  decoration  blown  from  a  pole  on  Dart- 
mouth street. 

Ellen  L.  Hickey,  for  compensation  for  damage 
bv  sewage  at  No.  16  Greenmount  street. 

"  Samuel  H.  White  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  bv  sewage  at  No.  95  Salem  street. 

Frank  F.  Ernst,  for  compensation  for  damage  at 
No    186  Lamartine  street  by  a  broken  water  pipe. 

Boston  Lying-In  Hospital,  to  be  refunded  amount 
paid  for  refuse  tickets. 

Executive. 

John  P.  Lynch,  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914. 

Henry  A.  Mitchell  et  al.,  for  granolithic  side- 
walks on  Paul  Gore  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Petitions  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms,  viz.: 

M.  S.  Page  &  Co.,  1  Salem  street,  Ward  5. 

Klein  &  Pearlstein,  21  Beach  street,  Ward  5. 

Ordinances. 
Sheriff  John  Quinn,  Jr.,  asking  that  chapter  3, 
section  6,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of   1914  be 
amended  in  relation  to  salary. 


JULY    26,    1916. 
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A  communication  was  receivsd  from  W.  T.  A. 
Fitzgerald,  Register  -of  Deeds,  in  accordance  with 
provisions  of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised 
Laws,  certifying  that  persons  had  been  employed  in 
his  office  from  June  26  to  July  24  and  that  work  had 
been  performed  to  the  amount  of  $4,012.16. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


TRANSFER   TO   POLICE   STATION, 
DORCHESTER. 
The  following  was  received: 

Boston  July  26,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  reports 
as  follows  on  the  order  of  the  City  Council  dated 
June  20,  1916,  containing  the  following: 

"Message  of  the  Mayor,  with  communications 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  and 
an  order  for  the  transfer  of  $2,500  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Municipal  Building,  City  Square,  to 
the  appropriation  for  Police  Station,  Dorchester." 
A  representative  of  the  commission  has  examined 
the  new  municipal  building  occupied  by  the  Police 
Department  on  Morton  street,  Dorchester,  and 
has  had  pointed  out  the  work  that  is  necessary 
in  order  to  place  the  premises  in  condition  suitable 
for  complete  occupancy  and  use.  As  a  result  of 
this  examination  and  the  commission's  inquiry, 
it  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  work  outlined  in  the 
communication  of  Fred  C.  Ward,  Acting  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings,  to  the  Mayor 
under  date  of  June  15,  1916,  is  necessary,  the 
prices  appear  to  be  reasonable,  and  so  far  as  it  is 
possible  to  judge  the  quantities  are  correct.  This 
expense  was  apparently  not  included  in  the  orig- 
inal contract  for  constructing  tha  building. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


NOTICE   OF  HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  August  1,  at  10.30  a.  m., 
on  the  following  petitions,  viz.: 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  to  use  two- 
car  trams  for  transportation  of  freight,  etc. 

Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company,  to  use  two- 
car  trams  for  freight,  etc. 


STORAGE    OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  rise  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Thomas  G.  Buckley,  keeping  of  gasolene,  690 
Dudley  street. 

GeorgeE.  Ficken,  keeping  of  gasolene,  21  Arundel 
street,  Dorchester. 

W.  E.  Smith,  keeping  of  gasolene,  16  Chauncy 
place,  Jamaica  Plain. 

E.  P.  &  A.  J.  Legg,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
41  Geneva  avenue. 

E.  P.  &  A.  J.  Legg,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
40  Geneva  avenue. 

Rueter  &  Co.,  keeping  of  gasolene,  corner  Heath 
and  Bromley  streets. 

Auto  Owners'  Supply  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  370  Columbus  avenue. 

Leila  A.  Scott,  keeping  of  gasolene,  15  Child 
street,  Hyde  Park. 

William  H.  Harlow  &  Sons,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
95  Pierce  street,  Hyde  Park. 

Edmond  Martineau,  keeping  of  gasolene,  123 
London  street,  East  Boston. 

House  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  841  Huntington 
avenue. 

Thomas  C.  Kelly,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
192  Belgrade  avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  HAG  AN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  seven  newsboys  and 
four  vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted. 


Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.20  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
chamber  at  3.56  p.  m.,  and  were  called  to  order  by 
the  President. 


TRANSFERS   ASKED   FOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  26,   1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  transfer 
orders  from  various-  items  to  other  items  in  con- 
formity with  request  of  department  heads  and 
recommend  the  approval  of  the  same  by  your 
honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  following  appropriation 
in  the  Statistics  Department: 

From  B-l,  Printing  and  Binding,  to  B-35,  Fees, 
etc.,  $3. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of  • 
the  Acts  of   1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  following  appropria- 
tions in  the  Mayor,  Office  Expenses,  etc.: 

From  C-10,  Library  Equipment,  to  C-7,  Fur- 
niture and  Fittings,  $50. 

From  C-10,  Library  Equipment,  to  B-4,  Trans- 
portation of  Persons,  $350. 

From  D-l,  Office  Supplies,  to  B-4,  Transporta- 
tion of  Persons,  $500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  following  appropria- 
tions in  the  Fire  Department: 

From  B-8,  Light  and  Power,  to  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  $150. 

From  B-8,  Light  and  Power,  to  B-25,  Examina- 
tions, $400. 

From  C-13,  Tools  and  Instruments,  to  C-6,  Stable 
Equipment,  $100. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  following  appropriation 
in  the  Cemetery  Department: 

From  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  to  A-2,  Tem- 
porary Employees,  $2,250. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  following  appropria- 
tions in  the  Hospital  Department: 

From  D-9,  Educational  and  Recreational  Sup- 
plies, to  B-21,  Removal  of  Snow,  $663.09. 

From  D-9,  Educational  and  Recreational  Sup- 
piles,  to  E-23,  Veterinary,  $3. 

From  D-9,  Educational  and  Recreational  Sup- 
plies, to  C-6,  Stable  Equipment,  $63.23. 

_From  D-9,  Educational  and  Recreational  Sup- 
plies, to  E-8,  Apparatus,  $14.85. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriation  for  Jail: 

From  C-17,  General  Plant,  to  C-14,  Live  Stock, 
$175. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  transfer  the  following  appropriations 
in  the  Institutions  Registration  Department: 

From  B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons,  to  B-13, 

(' n  : 1 1 1 c > 1 1 ,     $5;     i;  i.i,     Moiorlcss     Vehicle 

Repairs,  $25;   B-41,  Horseshoeing,  etc.,  $75. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the    Vets  of    1S93  the  City   Auditor  be   and  hereby 

is  authorized  to  transfer  the  following  appropria- 
tions in  the  Police  Department : 

From  B-18,  Cleaning,  to  B-4,  Transportation  of 
Persons,  $2,000;  B-19,  Removal  ol  Vshes,  Din  and 
Cut. age,  $200;  C-17,  General  Plant,  82,500;  D-S, 
Laundry,  Cleaning,  Toilet,  $800. 
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Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers  of 
appropriations: 

East  Boston  District  Court. 
From  B-35,  Fees,  Services  of  Venires,  etc.,  to  G-l, 
Probation  Officers'  Expenses,  $300. 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District. 
From   D-l,    Office  Supplies,  to   G-l,   Probation 
Officers'  Expenses,  $100. 

Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  District. 

From  B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons,  to  G-l, 
Probation  Officers'  Expenses,  $70. 

From  B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons,  to  B-2, 
Postage,  $5. 

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District. 
From  B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons,  to  G-l, 
Probation  Officers'  Expenses,  $300. 

Municipal    Court,    West    Roxbury    District^ 
From  B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons,  to.  G-l, 
Probation  Officers'  Expenses,  $150. 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District. 
From  B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons,  to  G-l, 
Probation  Officers'  Expenses,  $100. 

Police  Court,  Chelsea. 
From  D-l,  Office  Supplies,  to  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  $6.50. 

From  D-l,  Office  Supplies,  to  D-5,  Medical,  Sur- 
gical, Laboratory,  $10.16. 

From  D-l,  Office  Supplies,  to  D-6,  Library,  $1.50. 

Associate  Medical  Examiner,  Northern 

District. 
From   B-4,   Transportation  of  Persons,  to   B-5, 
Cartage  and  Freight,  $40. 

Associate  Medical  Examiner,  Southern 
District. 

From  A-2,  Temporary  Employees,  to  B-35,  Fees, 
Services  of  Venires,  etc.,  $40. 

From  A-2,  Temporary  Employees,  to  D-l,  Office 
Supplies,  $10. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  following  appropria- 
tions in  the  Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session: 

From  B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons,  to  G-l, 
Probation  Officers'  Expenses,  $1,000. 

From  B-34,  Jurors,  to  B-29,  Stenographic  and 
Copying,  $2,000. 

From  B-35,  Fees,  etc.,  to  B-33,  Interpreters, 
$1,200. 

From  B-35,  Fees,  etc.,  to  D-2,  Food,  $1,200. 

From  D-l,  Office  Supplies,  to  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  $100. 

From  D-6,  Library  Supplies,  to  C-10,  Library 
Equipment,  $300. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  transfer  the  following  appropriations 
in  the  Library  Department: 

From  C-7,  Furniture  and  Fittings,  to  B-21,  Re- 
moval of  Snow,  $400. 

From  C-7,  Furniture  and  Fittings,  to  B-25, 
Examinations,    $100. 

From  C-7,  Furniture  and  Fittings,  to  B-26,  Pro- 
tective and  Preventive,  $10. 

From  C-7,  Furniture  and  Fittings,  to  B-39,  Gen- 
eral Plant,  $1,000. 

From  C-7,  Furniture  and  Fittings,  to  0-13,  Tools 
and  Instruments,  $500. 

From  C-10,  Equipment,  Library,  to  B-39,  Gen- 
eral Plant,  $1,500. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LOAN   FOR   POLICE   STATION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  26,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen,— In  March,  1915,  a  loan  of  $150,000 
was  authorized  for  a  police  station  and  school 
administration  building  with  the  idea  of  providing 
a  building  for  police  and  school  purposes  on  the 
site  of  the  Old  Probate  Building. 

This  project  having  been  abandoned,  steps  should 
be  taken  without  delay  to  remedy  the  existing  con- 


ditions^ Police  Division  2.  The  present  Station 
2  is  entirety  unsuited  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
used,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Police  Com- 
missioner does  not  believe  it  advisable  to  discon- 
tinue this  division  and  enlarge  the  adjacent  division 
it  becomes  necessary  to  provide  a  new  building. 
For  this  purpose  I  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  appropriating  by  loan  the  sum 
of  $140,000,  which  will  provide  for  a  new  building 
and  for  the  expense  of  making  changes  to  provide 
temporary  quarters  while  the  building  operations 
are  proceeding,  and  rescinding  the  authority  to 
borrow,  under  the  loan  order  of  March,  1915. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  dollars  ($140,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  for  the  erection 
and  furnishing  of  a  police  station  in  Court  square, 
and  for  providing  temporary  quarters,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time, 
upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates .of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  loan  order  ap- 
proved March  16,  1915,  appropriating  one  hundred 
fifty  thousand  dollars  ($150,000)  towards  the 
expense  of  erecting  and  furnishing  a  police  station 
and  school  administration  building,  and  not  yet 
issued,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  John  P.  Lynch  (re- 
ferred today)  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914 — recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  John  P.  Lynch,  employed  in  the  labor  serv- 
ice of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  June  19)  to  pay 
annuity  of  $300  to  Mary  F.  Boggs,  widow  of 
Thomas  Boggs,  late  member  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report   accepted;  order  passed. 

(3)  Report  on  order  (referred  July  17)  to  pay 
annuity  to  Mrs.  John  T.  Stewart,  widow  of  John  T. 
Stewart,  late  member  of  the  Fire  Department — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  that  employees  of 
the  county  of  Suffolk  who.  are  paid  by  the  City  of 
Boston  and  who  are  called  upon  to  perform  military 
duty  by  the  United  States  be  granted  leave  of 
absence  during  their  period  of  active  military  serv- 
ice, not  to  exceed  three  months,  without  loss  of 
pay — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report   accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for  transfer  of 
$1,500  from  appropriation  for  Municipal  Building, 
Ofty  Square,  to  appropriation  for  Municipal 
Building,  Roslindale,  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(6)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at  various  loca- 
tions— that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

M.  S.  Page  &  Co.,  1  Salem  street,  Ward  5. 
Klein  &  Pearlstein,  21  Beach  street,  Ward  5. 
Report  accepted;  permits  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(7)  Report  on  order  (referred  June  7)  to  accept 
chapter  262,  General  Acts  of  1916,  an  act  relative 
to  salaries  of  the  clerk  and  first  assistant  clerk  of 
the  Municipal  Court  of  the  Roxbury  District  of 
the  City  of  Boston — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report   accepted;  order   passed. 

(8)  Report  on  order  (referred  June  7)  to  accept 
chapter  263  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  an  act 
relative  to  the  salary  of  the  justice  of  the  Municipal 
Court  of  the  Roxbury  District  of  the  City  of  Boston 
— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report   accepted;  order   passed. 


JULY    26,    1916. 
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(9)  Report  on  order  (referred  June  7)  to  accept 
chapter  261  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  an  act 
relative  to  salaries  of  the  justice,  clerk  and  assistant 
clerk  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  South  Boston 
District, — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report   accepted;  order  passed. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  report  on  pay  roll  of  Register 
of  Deeds  (referred  today),  amounting  to  $4,012.16 
— recommending  payment  of  the  same. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  I  beg  to  say 
that  the  usual  letter  accompanies  that  account,  to 
the  effect  that  there  have  been  no  changes  since  the 
last  pay  roll  was  sent  in. 

Report  accepted;  pay  roll  approved  and  ordered 
paid. 


CLAIMS. 

-  Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the.  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  Jeremiah 
Sullivan  (referred  July  17)  for  payment  for  loss  of 
ducks  killed  by  dogs — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Jeremiah  Sullivan  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  in  com- 
pensation for  loss  of  ducks  killed  by  dog  or  dogs 
May  11  and  18,  1916,  said  sum  to  be  paid  from 
the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Report  .(accepted;  order  passed. 


CITY   PLANNING   BOARD. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  moved  that  the  Council  take 
up,  under  unfinished  business,  the  following: 

3.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston, 
as  follows: 

Chapter  twelve  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  two  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1915,  is  hereby  further  amended  in  section  four  by 


striking  out  the  words  "five  thousand"  and  insert- 
ing in  place  thereof  the  words  "seven  thousand  five 
hundred,"  so  that  said  section  as  amended  shall 
read  as  follows: 

Section  4.  The  board  shall  serve  without  pay, 
and  may  expend  for  the  salary  of  its  secretary  and 
for  such  other  expenses  as  may  be  necessary  in  the 
performance  of  its  duties,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
.seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

President  HAGAN — The  Chair  understands 
that  Coun.  Kenny  wants  to  look  into  this  matter, 
and  there  is  a  question  in  the  mind  of  the  Chair 
whether  we  ought  to  take  it  up  in  his  absence. 

Coun.     COLEMAN— Mr.     President,     I     have 
talked  with  Coun.  Kenny  and  he  is  satisfied  that  ' 
the  order  go  on  its  passage  at  this  time. 

President  HAGAN — Under  the  circumstances, 
then,  the  Chair  will  take  up  No.  3  on  the  calendar. 

The  ordinance  was  passed. 


SIDEWALK,    SEYMOUR   STREET. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order  —That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  Seymour  street,  between  Branch 
avenue  and  Canterbury  street,  Waid  23,  in  front  of 
the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to 
be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  269  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1916. 

Passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


NEXT    MEETING. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  at 
4.09  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Wednesday,  August  2,  at 
three  o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


231 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Wednesday,  August  2,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — rCoun. 
Storrow. 


BUDGET   TRANSFERS.    - 
The   following   was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  2,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  orders  for 
transfer  from  various  items  in  the  Segregated 
Budget  to  other  items,  in  conformity  with  requests 
of  department  heads  and  recommend  the  approval 
of  the  same  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.   Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Boston  Infirmary  Department. 
Boston  Almshouse  and  Hospital. 
From  the  appropriation  for  D-3,   Fuel,   to  the 
appropriation    for    B-27,    Testing    Materials    and 
Supplies,  $30.10. 

From   the  appropriation  for  D-3,   Fuel,   to  the 
appropriation  for  B-32,  Towing,  $90. 
Office    Expenses. 
From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communication,  $5. 

Steamer  "George  A.  Hibbard." 
From  the  appropriation  for   D-3,   Fuel,   to  the 
appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice,  $1.35. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Public  Works  Department. 
Water  Service. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicle  Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-22, 
Medical,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicle  Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-24, 
Blacksmith,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-16,  Care  of  Horses, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  $250. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-7,  Veterinary,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry,  Cleaning, 
Toilet,  $50. 

['"mm  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  $500. 

From  the  appropriat  ion  lor  1  )-l  I .  Motor  Vehicle, 
to  the  appTOpnatioD  lor  D-l,  Office,  $1,(11)0, 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-2,  Damages,  to 
the  appropriation  for  F-ll,  Workingmen's  Com- 
pensation, $500. 

Ordered,  Thai  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1803  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Public  Works  Department. 
Sanitary  Service. 
From  the  appropriation  for  B-28,   Expert  and 

Architect,  lo  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicle  Repairs,  $1,200, 

from  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 

to  the  appropriation  foi    |{-1S,  Cleaning,  $70. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-24,  Blacksmith, 
to  i he  appropriation  for  li-ll,  Horseshoeing,  etc, 
II, 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and 
Instruments,  $100. 


From  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-17,  General  Plant,  $180. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Cemetery  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice,  $8. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department. 
Temporary  Home. 
From  the  appropriation  for  B-22,   Medical,   to 
the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  $1.10. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-22,  Medical,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant,  $15. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Collecting  Department. 
Water  Division. 
From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office  Supplies, 
to   the  appropriation  for   B-4,   Transportation  of 
Persons,  $6. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer. 

Collecting  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office  Supplies, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-29,  Stenographic  and 
Copying,  $100. 

Referred  tothe  Executive  Committee. 


COUNTY   APPORTIONMENT   EXPENSES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  28,  1910. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  order  providing 
for  the  appropriation  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
Suffolk   County   Apportionment   Commission   and 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  same. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.   Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Suffolk 
County  Apportionment  Commission  there  be 
appropriated  the  sum  of  five  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars  ($5,200)  and  that  the  sum  be  raised  by 
taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by  the  City 
Council  relating  to  taxes  and  the  interest  thereon 
apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Council  Chamber,  Boston,  July  20,  1916. 

Ordered,  That  the  Governor  and  Council  in 
accordance  with  the  Acts  of  1913,  chapter  835, 
section  390,  shall  name  the  compensation  as  five 
hundred  dollars  to  be  paid  to  each  member  of  the 
Suffolk  County  Apportionment  Commission  or 
their  legal  representatives  and  a  further  sum  of 
seven  hundred  dollars  for  clerk  hire,  stationery 
and  incidental  expenses  and  the  City  Treasurer  of 
Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  same. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

The  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appoint- 
ments for  the  terms  ending  April  30,  1917,  subject 
to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council,  viz.: 

1.  Patrick  H.  Ryder,  20  Border  street,  East 
Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

2.  Timothy  E.  Moran,  40  Oliver  street,  Somer- 
ville,  a  Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Eastern  Metal 
ami  Refining  Company. 

3.  Joseph    ('.    Bridgman,    til    Business  street, 

Hyde  Park,  a  Weigher  of  ( 'oal 

l.  Denis  Lowney,  60  Henley  street.  Charles- 
town,  a  Weigher  of  (hi,, Ms,  Weigher  of  Boilers  and 
Heavj    Machinery,    Measurer  of  (ban,,    Weighet 

of   Heel,    Measurer  of  Wood  and   Hark,   Weigher  of 
Coal  and  Inspector  of  Pressed  or  Handled  ll.u     in, I 
Straw  for  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad. 
Severally  laid  over  under  Ihe  law. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


PETITIONS    KEFBRRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Jacob  Kriteman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  at  corner  of  Tremont  and  Berkeley 
streets. 

E.  Campbell,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  a  fall  on  Boylston  street. 

S.  Louise  Hurd,  to  be  refunded  portion  of  gypsy 
moth  assessment. 

Rose  Simons,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property,  139  Harold  street,  by  blasting. 

Thomas  MeGovern,  for  compensation  for  injury 
to  horse  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Commercial 
strvrt. 

Fillippp  Consolo,  for  compensation  for  money 
stolen  from  locker  at  North  End  Park. 

Mrs.  Rose,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  from  a  fall  on  Island  street,  Roxbury. 

Merrimac-Rome  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  129  Portland  street  by 
overflow  of  water. 

James  O'Rourke,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  66  Prentiss  street  by  bursting  of 
water  pipe. 

S.  S.  Pierce  Company,  for  compensation  for 
injury  to  horse  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Elm 
street,  Charlestown. 

Executive. 
Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms, viz.: 

Provident  Loan  Company,  39  Cornhill. 
I.  W.  Mandelstam,  130  Sumner  street. 
Michael  F.  Rosenthal,  33  Border  street,  Ward  2. 
Coleman  Bahn,  112  Sudbury  street,  Ward  5. 

John  Dolan,  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914. 

A.  H.  Flower  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Holbrook 
street,  Ward  23. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Cadillac  Automobile  Company  of  Boston, 
keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  664  Commonwealth 
avenue. 

Cadillac  Automobile  Company  of  Boston, 
keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  70  Brookline  avenue. 

Frank1  A.  Leicht,  keeping  of  gasolene,  70  Fuller 
street,  Dorchester.      (Two  notices.) 

Chappie  Publishing  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  952  Dorchester  avenue. 

Emma  A.  Amrhein,  keeping  of  gasolene,  55 
Brunswick  street. 

George  E.  Keith  Company,  keeping  of  naphtha, 
288  A  street,  South  Boston. 

Robert  A.  MePherson,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  8  and  10  Robert  street. 

Columbia  Yacht  Club,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  Columbia  road,  South  Boston. 

William  E.  Fay,  keeping  and  storage  of  gasolene, 
43  Tremlett  street,  Dorchester. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  of 
Thomas  F.  Lally  as  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  a  certified 
copy  of  the  same  having  been  delivered  to  the 
Civil  Service  Commission. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  asking  the  City  Council  to 
furnish  it  with  all  information  relating  to  the 
experience,  training,  character  and  qualifications 
of  Thomas  F.  Lally  as  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILWAY    POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  city  of  Cambridge 
certifying  that  the  mayor  of  Cambridge  had 
appointed  Andrew  P.  Brown  et  al.  as  street  railway 
police  officers  for  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tion for  minors'  licenses  for  three  newsboys  and 
two  vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  August. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


ANNUITY    FOR   MRS.    CARR.. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  an 
annuity  be  paid  to  the  widow  of  Patrick  J.  Carr, 
formerly  a  member  of  the  Police  Department,  the 
amount  of  said  annuity  not  to  exceed  $300  per 
year  and  to  be  paid  as  long  as  Mary  E.  Carr,  widow 
of  said  Patrick  J.  Carr,  remains  a  widow,  said 
amount  to  be  paid  from  the  appropriation  for 
Pensions,  Police  Department,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  178,  Acts  of  1887. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TREE   PLANTING,    BOSTON. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Planning  Board  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  prepare  and  submit  a  report 
to  the  City  Council  as  to  a  practical  method  of 
tree  planting  in  the  streets  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  also  any  suggestions  concerning  a  tree  planting 
plan. 

Passed. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following,  viz.: 

1.  Reports  on  various  papers — that  the  same  be 
placed  on  file,  viz.: 

Resolutions  (referred  April  3)  of  residents  of 
West  End  in  favor  of  bathhouse. 

Message  of  Mayor  and  communication  (referred 
March  20)  giving  estimate  of  Sinking  Funds  Com- 
missioners as  to  borrowing  capacity  of  city  for  the 
current  year. 

Communication  ■  from  Street  Commissioners 
(referred  February  14)  giving  cost  of  widening  and 
extension  of  Belgrade  avenue  and  Beech  street. 

Message  of  Mayor  and  communication  from  Fire 
Commissioner  (referred  March  20),  giving  estimate 
of  cost  of  remodeling  house  of  Engine  8. 

Message  of  Mayor  and  communication  from  Fire 
Commissioner  (referred  April  3),  giving  estimate 
of  cost  of  remodeling  old  municipal  court  building, 
Dorchester  street,  and  house  of  Engine  1. 

Petition  of  G.  W.  Ranson  et  al.  (referred  March 
27)  for  playground  for  small  children  in  district 
bounded  by  Washington,  Tremont,  Castle  and 
Dover  streets. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  papers  placed  on 
file. 

2.  Reports  on  various  papers — that  no  further 
action  is  necessary,  viz. : 

Order  (referred  February  14)  for  loan  of  $175,000 
for  widening  of  Hyde  Park  avenue. 

Order  (referred  last  year)  for  improvement  of 
streets  under  chapter  661,  Acts  of  1912. 

Order  (referred  last  year)  for  loan  of  $499,000  for 
street  improvements  under  chapter  661,  Acts  of 
1912. 

Order  (referred  last  year)  for  improvement  of 
streets  inder  chapter  661,  Acts  of  1912. 

Order  (referred  last  year)  for  loan  of  $500,000  for 
street  improvements  under  chapter  661,  Acts  of 
1912. 

Order  (referred  March  13)  for  loan  of  $500,000 
for  highways,  making  of. 

Order  (referred  February  5)  for  loan  of  $149,000 
for  Savin  Hill  Playground  and  Beach. 

Reports  severally  accepted. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  April  25)  for  loan 
of  $22,500  for  remodeling  of  house  of  Engine  No. 
8— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 
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The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  today. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  April  25)  for  loan 
of  $39,000  for  remodeling  old  court  building  on 
Dorchester  street,  etc. — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  today. 

5.  Report  on  order  (referred  March  27)  for  loan 
of  8100,000  for  playground,  bounded  by  Castle, 
Washington,  Dover  and  Tremont  streets— recom- 
mending the  passage  of  order  in.  the  following  new 
draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $125,000  be  appro- 
priated to  be  expended  by  the  Park  and  Recreation 
Commissioners  for  a  neighborhood  playground  for 
small  children  in  the  district  bounded  by  Castle, 
Washington,  Dover  and  Tremont  streets,  and  ■ 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  hereby  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time, 
on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen   days   from  today. 

6.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  July  17)  for  loan  of  §29,800 
for  fire  station,  Readville — recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  order  in  the  following  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  85,000  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings  for  purchase  of  site, 
plans  and  construction  of  fire  station  in  the  Read- 
ville section  of  Hyde  Park,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less 
than  fourteen  days  from  today. 

7.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  July  26)  for  loan  of  §140,000  for  police 
station.  Court  square — recommending  passage  of 
order  in  the  following  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,'  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  ($15,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  for  plans  and  tem- 
porary quarters  for  police  station  in  Court  square, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city 
to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  loan  order 
approved  March  16,  1915,  appropriating  $150,000 
towards  the  expense  of  erecting  and  furnishing  a 
police  station  and  school  administration  building, 
and  not  yet  issued,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
rescinded. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less 
than  fourteen  days  from  today. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following,  viz.: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communi- 
cations (referred  last  year)  relative  to  property 
of  city  occupied  by  the  Park  and  Recreation 
Department  and  the  Cemetery  Department — 
that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion, preamble  and  order  (referred  last  year)  for 
sale  of  land  at  Neponset  avenue,  Hyde  Park — 
that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr,  President,  I  think 
those  particular  papers  should  be  sent  to  the 
Executive  ( Committee,  because  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  would  like  to  further  consider  the 
matter.  I  move  that  thej  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

The  reports  wen-  referred  to  Ha-  Executive 
Committee. 

3.  Report  on  message  ol  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  July   17)    for  sale  of  site 


and  building  of  old  Police  Station  No.  7,  East 
Boston,  recommending  passage  of  the  order  in  the 
following  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  the  building 
and  land  formerly  occupied  by  the  Police  Depart- 
ment and  known  as  Station  No.  7,  'East  Boston, 
at  an  upset  price  of  not  less  than  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  and  upon  such  sale  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
is  hereby  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city  and  by  an  instrument  satisfactory  to  the 
Law  Department  to  convey  said  property  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  today. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  APPROPRIATION    BILL. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  the  following: 
The   Committee    on   Appropriations,    to    which 

was  referred,  June  29  and  July   17,  the    Supple- 
mentary  Appropriation   and   Tax   Orders,   having 

considered   the   subject,   respectfully  recommends 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Amounts  Voted  by  Committee. 

Assessing  Department $1,270  21 

Building  Department. .  .• 2,735  09 

Board  of  Appeal 650  00 

Cemetery  Department 910  50 

Collecting  Department 600  00 

Consumptives'  Hospital  Department  168  90 

Election  Department 1,534  92 

Fire  Department 10,970  00 

Health  Department 18,150  00 

Hospital  Department 26,385  91 

Boston  Almshouse  and  Hospital. .  .  .  5,800  00 

Placing  Out  and  Office  Division 45,215  00 

Suffolk  School  for  Boys 2,245  00 

Steamer  "Monitor" 6,971   60 

Licensing  Board 4,515  00 

Market  Department 40  00 

Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department.  51,171  86 

Temporary  Home 20  30 

Wayfarers'  Lodge 75  00 

Public  Buildings  Department 19,983  79 

Public  Works  Department: 

Central  Office 5,020  00 

Bridge  Service 1,571  91 

Ferry  Service 11,040  00 

Lighting  Service • 18,707  00 

Paving  Service 38,474  02 

Sanitary  Service 23,623  62 

Street  Cleaning  and  OiUng  Service .  2,217  60 

Sewer  Service 14,945  10 

Registry  Department 248  S5 

Reserve  Fund 93,976  77 

Street  Laying-Out  Department 535  00 

Supply  Department 1,774  00 

Weights  and  Measures  Department.  .  80  00 

Wire  Department 763  10 

Total $412,390  05 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse  (County 

Buildings) $372  45 

Boston  Juvenile  Court 8S  05 

Land  Court 1,000  00 

Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District  1,066  65 

House  of  Correction 3,975  00 

Penal        Institutions        Department 

(Office  Expenses) 50  00 

Suffolk        County        Apportionment 

Commission _ 5,200  00 

Total 811,753  15 

Grand  total $424,1 12  20 


Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  February,  1916,  the  respective  sums 
of  money  specified  in  the  tables  hereinafter  set 

forth  be  and   1 1  > <    same  hereby  are  appropriated  to 

be  expended  by  the  several  departments  and  For 
the  objects  and  purpose  i   stated;  that 

said  sums,  t"  tin-  amount  of  four  hundred  twenty- 
four  thousand  one  hundred   forty-two  and  twenty 

I Irodths    dollars    ($424,1  12.20),    be    rai 

taxation   on    tin-    polls    and    estates    taxable    m    the 
City  of  Boston,  and   that   all  orders  passed  by  the 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


City   Council   relating   to   taxes   and   the   interest 
thereon  apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

(The  tables  referred  to  are  printed  in  City 
Document  88.) 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  in  submitting 
this  supplementary  report  for  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the 
item  of  $93,970.77  in  Reserve  Fund.  It  is  under- 
stood that  this  report  is  made  without  prejudice 
to  the  right  of  departments  later  to  have  addi- 
tional money  given  them  by  transfer  from  this 
Reserve  Fund  item.  That  is  to  say,  in  order  to 
expedite  action  in  view  of  the  near  approach  of 
the  time  for  declaration  of  the  tax  rate,  we  .have 
placed  in  the  Reserve  Fund,  with  the  consent  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  this  large  sum  of  money, 
with  the  understanding  that  our  action  at  the 
present  time  in  placing  this  amount  in  the  Reserve 
Fund  is  without  prejudice  and  that  the  fund  may 
later  be  drawn  upon  for  the  needs  of  the  depart- 
ments if  further  appropriations  are  expedient  and 
necessary.  I  might  also  say  that  word  comes  to 
us  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that  he  intends  to 
spend  a  substantial  portion  of  this  money  in  the 
Reserve  Fund  for  new  sidewalks.  Furthermore, 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  agreed  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  that  this 
money  now  in  the  Reserve  Fund  shall  be  spent 
only  by  transfer,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Council  itself.  That  is  to  say,  transfers  of  this 
money  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  departments 
will  be  made,  in  the  usual  course,  by  coming  to 
the  Council  for  authority.  In  conclusion,  I  merely  __ 
wish  it  understood  that  we  reserve  the  right,  all 
of  us,  later,  if  we  see  fit,  to  give  to  the  departments 
further  appropriations,  if  it  shall  appear  that  they 
are  entitled  to  them.  This  report  is  made  at  this 
time  to  expedite  the  business  of  the  Council.  The 
time  for  declaration  of  the  tax  rate  is  at  hand, 
and,  therefore,  we  perhaps  did  not  give  as  much 
time  to  these  new  and  additional  requisitions  of 
the  departments  as  we  otherwise  would  have 
given  did  we  have  the  time.  Therefore,  we  make 
this  report,  simply  reserving  the  right  later  on,  if 
we  deem  it  judicious  and  right  to  do  so,  to  make 
further  appropriations  for  the  departments  by 
transfer  from  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  supplementing 
what  the  chairman  of  the  committee  has  said.xthe 
members  of  the  Council  had  a  conference  with  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  and  the  Mayor  and  Council 
are  in  agreement  that  there  is  great  need  of  more 
granolithic  sidewalk  work  being  done.  The  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  says  that  substantially 
$273,000  worth  of  such  work  has  been  petitioned 
for,  and  the  members  of  the  Council  voting  this 
money  into  the  Reserve  Fund  do  so  under  an 
express  understanding  with  the  Mayor  that  a 
substantial  part  of  it  will  be  spent  for  granolithic 
sidewalks. 

Report  accepted;  orders  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


IMPROVEMENT    OF    NORTH    END    PARK. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform  the  City 
Council  what  progress  has  been  made,  if  any,  for 
improvement  of  North  End  Park,  for  which  money 
has  been  appropriated. 

Passed. 


BRANCH   LIBRARY,   WARD   23. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order— That  the 
trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  report  to  the  City 
Council  as  to  the  advisability  and  cost  of  establish- 
ing a  branch  library  and  reading  room  at  or  near 
the  corner  of  Eldridge  road  and  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
Ward  23. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.48  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President 
at  4.40  p.  m. 


ORDINANCES. 

•Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  a  report  on  ordinances  (referred 
July  26)  concerning  salaries  at  County  Jail — that 
the  ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  chapter  3, 
section  6,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  provides  for 
the  sums  to  be  paid  to  several  officers  connected 
with  the  Suffolk  County  Jail — for  the  chief  officer 
$1,800  and  for  the  others  the  amounts  set  forth 
against  their  respective  designations.  The  pro- 
posed ordinance  was  sent  to  the  Committee  by 
Sheriff  Quinn.  It  is  a  recommendation  from  the 
sheriff  that  the  salary  of  the  chief  officer  be  fixed 
at  $2,000,  There  are  no  other  changes  in  rates. 
The  sheriff  appeared  before  the  Committee  this 
afternoon  and  stated  that  he  had  ample  money  in 
his  payroll  to  take  care  of  this  proposed  change  in 
rate.  I  hand  to  the  Clerk  a  letter  from  the  sheriff 
to  the.  Clerk  of  Committees  setting  forth  the 
status  of  his  pay  roll  appropriations.  In  short, 
this  ordinance  comes  as  a  recommendation  from 
the  sheriff  and  has  the  approval  of  the  County 
Commissioners. 

The  letter  submitted  by  Coun.  Collins  is  as 
follows: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Office  of  the  Suffolk  County  Jail, 

Boston,  July  31,  1916. 
John  F.  Dever,  Esq., 

Clerk  of  Committees: 

My  dear  Mr.  Dever, — In  answer  to  your  inquiry 
regarding  the  money  appropriated  for  salaries  of 
permanent  employees  at  the  Suffolk  County  Jail, 
permit  me  to  say  that  the  City  Council  voted  the 
sum  of  $42,740  and  the  pay  rolls  deducted  from 
that  amount  to  date  are  as  follows: 

January  20 $3,335  48 

February  20 3,310  61 

March  20 3,328  29 

April  20 3,290  68 

May  20 3,325  12 

June  20 3,446  62 

July  20 3,420  35 

Making  a  total  for  the  seven  months  of,  $23,457  15 
Leaving  five  months'  pay  rolls  to  be  pro- 
vided for  at  the  rate'  of  the  July  20 
pay  Toll,  namely,   $3,420.35,    would 
equal  $17,101.75 17,101  75 

Making  a  total  for  the  twelve  months  of,  $40,558  90 
Which  will  leave  a  balance  of 2,181   10 

Total  amount  appropriated ■$■12.740  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edmund  P.  Kelly, 

Chief  Officer. 
Report  accepted,  ordinance  passed*. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business-, 
Nos.  1  and  2,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  July  26,  1916,  of  Edward  J.  Brown  to  be 
an  Inspector  of  Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  or  Straw. 

2.  Action  on  appointment,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  July  6,  1916,  of  Levi  P.  Fernald  to  be  a 
Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1917. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee — ■ 
Coun.  Ballantyne  and  Collins.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  cast  5,  yeas  5,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following,  viz.: 

(1)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  for  an- 
nuity of  $300  per  year  to  be  paid  to  Mary  E.  Carr, 
widow  of  Patrick  J.  Carr,  formerly  a  member  of 
the  Police  Department,  as  long  as  she  remains  a 
widow — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  communication  from  Finance 
Commission  (referred  July  26)  on  transfer  of 
$2,500  to  Police  St ;i( ion,  Dorchester,  that  the 
came  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  communication  placed  on  file. 
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(3)  Report  on  petition  of  A.  II.  Flower  et  al. 
(referred  today)  for  sidewalks  on  Holbrook  street, 
Ward  23 — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  both  sides  of  Hol- 
brook street,  between  Centre  and  Dana  streets, 
Ward  23,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon, 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  269 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  today) '  for 
permits  to  sell,  rent  -or  lease  firearms  at  various 
locations — that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Provident  Loan  Company,  39  Cornhill. 
I.  W.  Mandelstam,  130  Sumner  street,. 
Michael  F.  Rosenthal,  33  Border  street,  Ward  2. 
Coleman  Bahn,  112  Sudbury  street,  Ward  5. 
Reports    severally    accepted;     permits    granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 

(5)  Report  on  petition  of  John  Dolan  (referred 
today)  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 765,  Acts  of  1911 — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  John  Dolan,  employed  in 
the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communi- 
cations and  orders  (referred  today)  making  trans- 
fers to  cover  expenditures  on  items  not  provided 
for  by  appropriation — that  the  orders  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  transfer  orders  passed,  yeas  7, 
nays  0. 

(7)  Repert  on  message  of  Mayor,  communi- 
cations and  transfer  orders  (referred  July  26) 
transferring  from  various  items  to  other  items  in 
conformity  with  requests  of  department  heads — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  transfer  orders  passed,  yeas  6, 
nays  0. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communi- 
cations and  order  (referred  June  19)  transferring 
$2,500  to  appropriation  for  Police  Station,  Dor- 
chester— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  we  adjourn  today  it  be  to  meet  three  weeks 
from  next  Monday,  August  28,  at  three  o'clock 
p.  m. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
amend  that  motion  so  that  we  will  adjourn  to 
meet  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair,  not  later 
than  September  11. 

President  HAGAN — -Does  the  councilor  accept 
the  amendment? 

Coun.  KENNY— No,  sir. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  hope 
the  amendment  will  not  prevail.  The  President 
has  told  us  plainly  that  he  will  not  call  a  meeting 
until  he  comes  back.  Why  attempt  to  fool  our- 
selves by  saying  "subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair, 
not  later  than  September  11"?  The  Presiil< sal 
has  told  me  that  he  will  not  call  a  meeting  until 
he  comes  back,  after  Labor  Day.  I  trust  that 
Coun.  Kenny's  motion  will  prevail. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  it  was 
well  understood  from  a  canvass  of  the  members  in 
the   outer   room   that   the   likelihood   of  having  a 

quorum  hen August  28  was  very  slight  indeed. 

On  that  account  1  ask  that  the  meeting  adjourn 
subject  in  the  call  of  the  Chair,  not  later  than 
September     11,    because     between     this    time    and 

then  the  situation  may  change  and  the  President 
may  find  it  proper  to  call  a  meeting  on  August  28, 
for  instance.  It  may  appear  that  we  can  have  a 
quorum  here  on  that  day,  but  certainly  if  we  can- 
not have  a  quorum  there  is  no  use  in  assigning  that 
as  tlie  day  for  .'i  meet  ing. 

Coun.  KKWA  -Mr.  President,  if  I  am  cor- 
rect, at  the  ven  lasl  conference  in  the  outer  room 
wo  finally  concluded  that  there  would  bo  a  suffi- 
cient number  in  town  to  make  the  necessary  show- 
ing for  a  meeting  on  August  28.  Thai  certainly 
Was  my  understanding. 


Coun.  COLEMAN — Whatever  the  understand- 
ing in  the  outer  room  may  or  may  not  have  been, 
if  the  motion  as  I  have  suggested  amending  it 
passes,  and  it  appears  desirable  and  feasible  to 
have  a  meeting  on  August  28,  the  President  can 
cajl  it  for  that  date.  Under  the  motion  as  amended 
there  will  be  nothing  to  hinder  doing  so.  But  if 
it  is  found  impossible  to  get  a  quorum  on  that  day 
the  meeting  can  be  called  for  some  other  time. 

President  HAGAN — The  Chair  would  suggest 
that  the  majority  of  the  members  present  today 
thought  the  meeting  should  be  adjourned  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair,  that  understanding  being 
arrived  at  in  the  other  room. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  that  is 
not  so..  The  majority  of  the  members  did  not 
agree  to'any  such  proposition. 

President  HAGAN— All  right. 

Coun.  McDONALD— The  Chair  told  me  per- 
sonally that  he  would  not  be  back  until  after  Labor 
Day.  Labor  Day  will  be  the  4th  of  September,  so 
he  will  not  be  back  until  after  that  time,  and  how 
could  he  call  a  meeting  before  that  time,  even  if 
the  other  members  desired  it  and  there  would  be  a 
quorum  available,  if  we  adjourned  as  suggested 
in  the  amendment?  In  that  event  he  would  not 
call  the  meeting  until  he  had  come  back  from  his 
vacation.  Of  course,  if  he  came  back  Tuesday, 
the  5th,  he  could  call  a  meeting  between  that  and 
the  11th.  But  there  has  not  been  any  agreement. 
The  original  agreement  was  on  August  28,  but 
through  some  lobbying  of  the  chairman  and  some 
of  the  members  one  of  the  votes  was  shifted.  I 
think  we  ought  to  adjourn  to  the  28th. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
remind  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  that 
when  the  President  goes  away  it  is  not  customary 
for  him  to  cut  the  lines  of  communication.  There 
is  no  war  on  between  the  President  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  body,  and  he  will  be  in  receipt  of  any 
necessary  news  in  regard  to  city  affairs.  If  re- 
quired, he  can  speedily  call  a  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil. It  will  be  entirely  possible  for  the  President 
under  the  amended  motion  to  call  the  meeting  for 
a  date  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  all  the  members, 
and  we  can  easily  settle  that  matter.  I  don't 
know  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  into  the  question 
of  what  we  agreed  to  or  did  not  agree  to  at  greater 
length. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  say  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  that  the  President's  lines  of  com- 
munication with  some  of  the  members  are  always 
cut.     (Laughter.) 

Coun.  Coleman's  amendment,  that  when  the 
Council  adjourns  it  be  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chair,  not  later  than  September  11,  was  declared 
carried. 

Coun.  McDONALD  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  yeas  3,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Collins,  Coleman,  Hagan — 3. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Kenny, 
McDonald — 4. 

Coun.  Kenny's  original  motion,  that  when  the 
Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday,  August 
2S,  at  3  p.  m.,  was  carried. 


PARK,  CLAYBOURNE  STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners  are  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  their  opinion  as  to  the  advisability 
of  taking  for  park  purposes  a1  plot  of  land  between 
Washington  and  ■  Claybourne  streets,  in  close 
proximity  to  Dakota  street,  Dorchester,  and  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  land  in  question. 

Passed.  

CONDITION   OF  WALL,  CHARLES  STREET 
JAIL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
(  Ulice  of  the  Mayor,  August  2*1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen,  -The  wall  surrounding  the  Charles 
Street  Jail  is  in  such  condition  as  to  imperil  the 
safety  of  the  traveling  public,  and,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Building  Commissioner,  should  bo  recon- 
st ructod  in  part  at  once. 

1   accordingly   recommend   the  adoption   of   the 

:n pa n\  in"  order. 

Respect  fully, 
James  iM.  ('emu  i .  Mayoi 
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Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $10,000  be  appro- 
priated to  be  expended  by  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk 
County  for  rebuilding  wall  at  Suffolk  County 
Jail,  that  said  sum  be  raised  by  taxation  on  the 
polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  that  all  orders  passed  by  the  City  Council 
relating  to  taxes  and  the  interest  thereon  apply 
to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  this  be  laid  on  the  table  and  that  we  take  a 
recess  in  order  to  consider  the  matter  with  some 
care. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  hope 
that  motion  will  not  prevail.  I  move  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  that  the  order  may  take  its  passage. 
We  have  had  the  matter  discussed,  anoVI  think 
we  all  understand  the  urgency  of  an  appropriation 
for  this  purpose,  on  account  of  the  condition  of 
the  wall  at  the  Charles  Street  Jail.  I  think  we 
should  pass  the  order  without  further  delay. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table  was 
carried. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COLE- 
MAN, at  4.55  o'clock  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order 
at  5.07  p.  m. 


The  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
today)  concerning  wall  around  the  Charles  Street 
Jail  was  taken  up  and  the  question  came  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  the  Coun- 
cil, having  had  an  interview  with  a  representative 
of  the  Building  Department,  finds  that  the  figure 
offered  in  the  order  can  be  revised,  that  the  amount 
of  $7,500  will  probably  be  more  than  sufficient  to 
build  the  wall.  I  move,  therefore,  that  the  order 
be  amended  by  changing  the  amount  of  $10,000 
to  87,500. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  COLLINS  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 


Adjourned  at  5.10  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLEMAN,  to  meet  on  Monday,  August  28,  at 
three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  August  28,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
Coun.   BALLANTYNE   taking   the    chair  in   th 
absence     of    President     Hagan.       Absent — Coun. 
Coleman,  Collins,  Hagan  and  Storrow. 

By  direction  of  Chairman  Ballantyne,  City 
Messenger  Leary  searched  City  Hall  for  another 
member,  to  make  a  quorum  of  the  Council,  and 
reported  that  he  found  no  other  member  in  the 
hall. 

Chairman  BALLANTYNE— There  is  lack  of  a 
quorum.  The  Chair  awaits  a  motion  to  adjourn  to 
a  given  date. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  may  I  inquire 
if  the  City  Messenger  has  reported? 

Chairman  BALLANTYNE— Yes,  that  no  other 
members  can  be  found. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  suggest  that 
the  meeting  be  held  open  in  order  that  we  may  make 
certain  that  no  other  member  of  the  Council  is 
within  call.  We  require  but  one  additional  member 
to  make  a  quorum  so  that  we  may  transact  the 
city's  business.  I  understand  that  we  have  jurors 
to  draw,  and  it  is  very  important  that  that  business 
be  transacted,  as  well  as  other  business  before  us. 
Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  trust  that  you  will  hold 
the  meeting  open. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  Coun.  Coleman  is  down  at  his  office, 
and  I  move  that  the  City  Messenger  go  down  and 
bring  him  here  so  that  we  can  draw  jurors. 

Chairman  BALLANTYNE— The  motion  is 
made  that  the  City  Messenger  be  requested  to 
proceed  to  the  office  of  Coun.  Coleman  and  request 
his  presence. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  Chairman  Ballan- 
tyne at  3.15  p.  m.,  declared  a  recess  for  fifteen 
minutes. 

At  3.35  p.  m.,  Chairman  BALLANTYNE  again 
called  to  order,  saying:  The  City  Messenger  will 
make  a  report. 

Messenger  LEARY — I  waited  on  Coun.  Cole- 
man, who  said  he  had  just  arrived  from  New 
Hampshire;  that  he  was  on  his  way  out  of  town, 
about  to  take  a  train,  the  only  thing  delaying  him 
being  the  fact  that  his  secretary  was  absent,  and 
that  just  as  soon  as  the  secretary  arrived  he  was 
going  out  of  town,  and,  therefore,  could  not  attend 
the  meeting. 

Chairman  BALLANTYNE— He  refuses  to 
attend  the  Council  meeting.  Has  the  City  Clerk 
any  report  on  this  matter? 

City  Clerk  DONOVAN— Simply  that  Mr.  Cole- 
man will  be  here  immediately. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  move  you, 
sir,  that  the  statement  of  City  Messenger  Edward  J. 
Leary  be  striken  from  the  record. 

Chairman  BALLANTYNE— The  Chair  will 
declare  a  recess  for  five  minutes. 

The  Council  took  a  recess  from  3.37  p.  m.  to  4.11 
p.  m.,  at  which  time  Coun.  Coleman  entered  the 
chamber. 


ELECTION   OF   PRESIDENT. 

The  first  business  in  order  being  the  election  of  a 
president,  a  vote  for  president  pro  I  em.  was  taken, 
the  five  members  present  voting  for  Walter  Ballan- 
tyne, who  was  declared  elected  president  pro  tern,  of 
the  Council. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Forty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  under  the 
law  (the  Mayor  being  present),  for  the  Superior 
CriminalCourt,  First  Session,  to  appear  September 
7,  viz.: 

Charles  E.  Tilton,  Ward  24;  James  A.  Shaw, 
Ward  25;  Matthew  A.  O'Brien,  Ward  17;  Judson 
Hamilton,  Ward  1;   Robert  II.  Katzman,  Ward  22; 


Frank  M.  Noonan,  Ward  11;  Phillip  F.  McAnany 
^a^?°J  Roger  Michael  Leahy,  Ward  14;  Thomas 
J.  Walsh,  Ward  21;  William  Forbes,  Ward  24- 
i?hn,  £•  McLaughlin,  Ward  4;  Henrv  A.  Rich' 
Ward  2o;  Alonzo  C.  Dunbar.  Ward  26;  Leonard 
C.  Dunnels,  Ward  5:  Charles  D.  Hanson,  Ward  16- 
Frederick  Greene,  Ward  16;  Maurice  I.  Himel' 
Ward  1;  Albert  R.  Clark,  Ward  1;  David  M 
Goldstein,  Ward  8;  Hugh  O'Donnell,  Ward  20' 
Patrick  D.  Leary,  Ward  13;  David  H.  Gilder,' 
Ward  21;  William  II.  Dunbar,  Ward  1;  Horace 
C.  Barrus,  Ward  IS;  John  T.  Daly,  Ward  20'  Emil 
J.  Breitembach,  Ward  13;  Smith  A.  Ross,  Ward  1- 
Harry  F.  Backup,  Ward  21;  Amelia  Moschella, 
Ward  6;  Aaron  Task,  Ward  11;  Joseph  L.  Mul- 
doon,  Ward  25;  Thomas  E.  Derrick  Ward  4- 
Edward  J.  O'Neil  Ward  20;  Thomas  J.  Collins,' 
Ward  22;  Edward  J.  Gorman,  Ward  15;  Charles 
W.  Kinney.  Ward  25;  Richard  J.  Kelly,  Ward  12- 
Morns  Levin,  Ward  9;  Henry  W.  Brooks  Ward  17- 
Ernest  Massa,  Ward  6;  E.  Wilber  D.  Hamilton,' 
Ward  11;  \\  il  ham  J.  McManus,  Ward  3;  Charles 
E.  Johnson  Ward  1;  Timothy  A.  Cannon,  Ward 
24;  John  Parodi,  Ward  6;  Wilbur  C.  Spratt, 
ward  25. 


NECESSITY   FOR   MEETING. 

Mayor  CURLEY,  before  leaving  the  chamber 
said: 

Gentlemen,  before  going  downstairs  I  will  take 
the  opportunity  to  say  that  the  Park  Department 
is  very  seriously  in  need  of  that  portion  of  the 
income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  that  is  now  available 
Certain  bills  have  been  contracted  for  food  supplies 
for  the  Aquarium  and  Zoo,  the  persons  furnishing 
materials  having  been  without  their  money  for  the 
past  four  weeks.  It  does  not  seem  altogether  a 
matter  of  justice  to  allow  the  city's  business  to  be 
held  up  because  of  the  failure  of  city  servants  who 
are  paid  a  salary  to  perform  specific  work  At 
the  same  time,  it  does  not  seem  altogether  just  to 
call  meetings  which  are  to  be  attended  only  by 
those  who  sacrifice  their  time  to  attend  them  as 
you  have  done  today.  I  believe  that  your  con- 
venience should  be  consulted  in  the  matter  of  the 
calling    of    another    meeting— which,    however     I 

Ew  a  V°  Ca-o  (or  as  ear'y  a  day  as  Possible. 
If  Wednesday  will  be  agreeable  to  those  present,  I 
will  call  it  for  W  ednesday,  or  if  Thursday  is  better, 
I  will  call  it  for  Thursday. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Two  o'clock,  Wednesday 
Mayor      CURLEY-A11      right,     two      o'clock, 
Wednesday       I   shall   send  out  notices,  telephone 
and  telegraph   calls,  to  those  who  failed  to  attend 
the  meeting  today.     I  thank  you  very  much 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  Mayor,  may  I  suggest 
that  you  call  the  meeting  for  Thursday  instead  of 
Wednesday,  if  agreeable? 

Mayor  CURLEY— All  right,  Thursday  at  two 
o  clock. 

President  BALLANTYNE— The  Council  can 
adjourn  until  Thursday.  There  is  no  need  of 
calling  a  meeting. 

Mayor  Curley  left  the  chamber  at  this  point 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
terms  ending  April  30,  1917. 

1.  Henry  A  Shine,  9  Kingsbury  street,  Rox- 
bury,  a  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston 

2  Edward  J.  McCormick,  231  Dudley  street, 
Roxbury,  to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  J 

3  George  L.  Gilbert,  4  Lynnville  terrace,  Dor- 
chester, to  th«  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  J 

4  Almerindo  Sarno,  12  Arnold  street,  Boston 
to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

5  William  A.  Relley,  15  Arcadia  street,  Dor- 
chester, to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

6  Robert  J.  Bustead,  31  South  Bedford  street. 
Woburn,  a  Measurer  of  Leather. 

7.  Eugene  McLean,  40  Dent  street.  West  Rox- 
bury    a    Weigher    of    Goods    for    Messrs.    Nash    & 

Hopkins. 

8.  Charles  A.  Crane,  30  Auburn  street.  Charles- 
town,  a  Weigher  ot  (  loal 

9.  James  H.  Taylor,  19  Illinois  avenuo,  Somer- 
villc,  a  W  eigher  of  Coal. 
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10.  Fred  M.  Churchill,  68  Arthur  street,  West 
Roxbury,  a  Weigher  of  Goods,  Weigher  of  Boilers 
and  Heavy  Machinery  and  a  Weigher  of  Coal  for 
the  Walworth  Manufacturing  Company. 

11.  Vincent  F.  Kodad,  3  Alleghany  street,  Rox- 
bury, a  Weigher  of  Goods,  Inspector  of  Pressed  or 
Bundled  Hay  and  Straw,  Measurer  of  Grain, 
Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery,  Measurer 
of  Wood  and  Bark  and  Weigher  of  Coal  for  the 
Supply  Department  of  the  Boston  Navy  Yard 

12.  F.  H.  Harding,  Jr.,  60  West  Eagle  street, 
East  Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  a  Weigher  of 
Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery. 

13.  William  P.  Frost,  2  Frost  avenue,  Dorches- 
ter, a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurer  of  Wood  and 
Bark. 

14.  Inspectors  of  Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  and 
Straw  for  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad:  Clarence 
A.  Wentworth,  200A  Walnut  street,  Newtonville; 
Joseph  D.  Beasley,  289  Newbury  street,  Boston. 

Severally  laid  over  und,er  the  law. 


VETO- 


-COURT    OFFICIALS   AND 
EMPLOYEES. 


The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  11,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I    return    herewith     without    my 
approval  orders  passed    by  your  honorable  body 
accepting    certain    legislative    acts     providing    for 
salary  increases  for  officials  and  employees  of  the 
Roxbury  and  South  Boston  courts  for  the  reason 
that   no  money   has  been  .provided  by  the   City 
Council  for  the  payment  of  these  increases. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cukley,   Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


NORTH   END   PARK    IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  28,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  and  Recreation 
Commission,  in  reply  to  the  order  passed  by  your 
honorable  body  on  August  2,  1916,  which  is  self- 
explanatory. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

August  18,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley,    - 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  order  passed  by  the 
City  Council,  August  2,  1916,  asking  that  the  Park 
and  Recreation  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
inform  the  City  Council  what  progress  has  been 
made,  if  any,  for  the  improvement  of  Nort  h  End 
Park,  for  which  money  has  been  appropriated,  I 
would  respectfully  state  that  after  advertisement, 
the  contract  has  been  awarded,  on  June  7,  1916,  to 
J.  C.  Coleman  &  Sons  Company  for  the  grading, 
building  a  sea  wall,  and  also  a  grand  stand,  and 
work  has  been  in  progress  there  since  that  time.  It 
is  expected  that  the  work  will  be  completed  by 
September  7,  1916. 

Respectfully  yours, 
John  H.  Dillon,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   PARK 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Offiee  of  the  Mayor,  August  28,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

_  Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  and  Recreation 
Commission  and  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

August  17,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The  Park  and  Recreation  Commission 
respectfully  recommend    that   $150,000  from  the 
income  of  the  Parkman  Fund  be  appropriated  for 
the  year  1916-17,  as  follows: 
A.     Personal  service: 

1.     Permanent  employees $113,517  50 

C.  Equipment: 

14.     Live  stock 1,000  00 

D.  Supplies: 

4.     Forage  and  animal 8,000  00 

F.     Special  items: 

12.     Contracts  for  construction,        2,482  50 
Zoological     Garden       and- 

Aquarium 25,000  00 

$150,000  00 


Yours  respectfully, 
John  H.  Dillon,  Chairman. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $150,000  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  Parkman 
Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Department  for  the  main- 
tenance and  improvement  of  the  Common  and 
parks  in  existence  on  January  12,  1887,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Aquarium  and  Zoological 
Garden,  as  follows: 
A.     Personal  service: 

1.     Permanent  employees $113,517  50 

C.  Equipment: 

14.     Live  stock 1,000  00 

D.  Supplies: 

4.     Forage  and  animal 8,000  00 

F.     Special  items: 

12.     Contracts  for  construction,        2,482  50 
Zoological      Garden      and 

Aquarium 25,000  00 

$150,000  00 


Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS   OF   VARIOUS    ITEMS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  otthe  Mayor,  August  28,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  requests  for 
transfer  from  various  items  in  the  segregated  bud- 
get to  other  items,  in  conformity  w'ith  request  of 
department  heads  and  recommend  the  approval  of 
the  same  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-28,  Expert  and 
Architect,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  $25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office  Equip- 
ment, to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  $145.28. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers'  in 
the  Public  Works  Department: 

Bridge  Service. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicle  Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-3, 
Unassigned,  $400. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-18,  Cleaning,  to 
the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communication,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $250. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-40,  Harness 
Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-41,  Horse- 
shoeing, $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  $50. 
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From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing  Apparel, 
$15. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  .  General 
Plant,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and 
Ice,  $15. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and  Animal, 
$50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  to  the 
appropriation  for  E-9,  Machinery,  $300. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-12,  Contracts  for 
Construction,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-27, 
Testing  Materials,  and  Supplies,  $80. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-12,  Contracts  for 
Construction,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-3, 
Advertising  and  Posting,  $25. 

Ferry  Service. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Tem- 
porary Employees,  $3,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-3,  Unas- 
signed,  $300. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  to  the 
appropriation  forC-11,  Marine,  $300. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  to  the 
appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and  Instruments, 
$450. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry,  Cleaning,  etc., 
$150. 

Paving  Service. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant,' 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-21,  Removal  of  Snow, 
$587.73. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-17,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing  Apparel, 
$50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry, 
Cleaning,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-7, 
Veterinary,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant,  $300. 

From  the  appropriation  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-ll,  Work- 
ingmen's  Compensation,  $750. 


Sanitary  Service. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Pent,  Water 
and  Taxes,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor 
Vehicle  Repairs  and  Care,  $130. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle 
Repairs  and  Care,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-16,  Care  of  Horses, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless  Vehicle 
Repairs,  $1,250. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-23,  Veterinary,  to 
the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle  Repairs 
and  Care,  $75. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-24,  Blacksmith, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle  Re- 
pairs and  Care,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-6,  Stable,  $64.35. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle  Re- 
pairs and  Care,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-5,  Motorless 
Vehicles,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor 
Vehicle  Repairs  and  Care,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-14,  Live  Stock,  to 
the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle  Repairs 
and  Care,  $95. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-14,  Live  Stock,  In 
the  appropriation  for  B-18,  Cleaning,  $35. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-14,  Live  Stock ,'to 
the  appropriation  for  B-22,  Medical,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-14,  Live  Stock,  to 
the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and  Instruments, 
$100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-14,  Live  Stock,  to 
the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Horseshoeing  and 
Clipping,  $70. 

From    i hi'    appropriation    for    C-16,    Wearing 

Apparel,  I"  I  In'  approprial  ion  fur  IS- I  I ,  Horseshoe- 
ing mid  (  'lipping,  Sill. 

I'm in  the  appropriation  for  C-16.  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-10,  Electrical, 
$20. 


From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-41,  Horseshoeing  and  Clipping, 
$200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-7,  Veterinary,  to 
the  appropriation  for  B-41,  Horseshoeing  and  Clip- 
ping, $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  F-ll,  Workingmen's 
Compensation,  $1,000. 

Street  Cleaning  and  Oiling  Service. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-20,  Disposal  of 
Ashes,  Dirt  and  Garbage,  to  the  appropriation  for 
B-39,  General  Plant,  $1,300. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-20,  Disposal  of 
Ashes,  Dirt  and  Garbage,  to  the  appropriation  for 
D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle,  $700. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle,  $400. 

Water  Service. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-17,  General  Plant,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  to  the 
appropriation  for  F-ll,  Workingmen's  Compen- 
sation,  $700. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  make  the  following  trans- 
fer: 

Weights  and  Measures  Department. 
From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,   Equipment — 
Motor   Vehicles,   to   the   appropriation   for   B-14, 
Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  and  Care,  $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Consumptives'  Hospital  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-31,  Extermination 
of  Insects,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-10,  Electrical 
Materials,  $125. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office  Sup- 
plies, $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-5,  Medical 
and  Surgical  Supplies,  $800. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office  Equip- 
ment, to  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle 
Repairs  and  Care,  $40. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-14,  Live  Stock,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-13,  Chemicals  and  Disin- 
fectants, $75. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-14,  Live  Stock,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant — Sup- 
plies, $75. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry, 
Cleaning,   etc. — Supplies,   $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor 
Vehicle — Supplies,  $200. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Park  and  Recreation  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Tem- 
porary Employees,  $300;  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams, 
$5,0:111;  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  and  Care, 
81,000;  B-39,  General  Plant,  $7,500;  C-13,  Tools 
and  Instruments,  $1,000;  D-3,  Fuel,  $4,000;  E-10, 
Electrical;  $400;  E-13,  General  Plant,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage, 
$150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-3,  Advertising  and 
In  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  (or  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  to  1  lie  appropriation  for  B-20,  Stenographic 
ami  ( Jopying,  Sl'5. 

From   the  appropriation  for   I'..'..  Cartage  and 
Freight,    to    the    appropriation    for    C-9,   Office 
Equipment,  .S75. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  in  the  appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor 
Vehicle     Supplies ,      ■'  0 

1  rom   1  lie  appi  0] <  v  >n  for  B-10,   Rent,  Taxes, 

and  \\  aler,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-18,  Cleaning, 
$35. 
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From  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Rent,  Taxes 
and  Water,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-32,  Towing, 
,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Rent,  Taxes 
and  Water,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor 
Vehicles,  Equipment,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant — ■ 
Supplies,  $300. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-27,  _  Testing 
Materials  and  Supplies,  to  the  appropriation  for 
B-23,  Veterinary,  $400. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-36,  Boiler  Inspec- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  B-32,  Towing,  $25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-8,  Educational  and 
Recreational,  to  the  appropriation  toC-17,  General 
Plant,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building — 
Materials,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor 
Vehicle— Supplies,  $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Police  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles 
—Equipment,  $2,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  etc.,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant — 
Supplies,    $600. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor 
Vehicles — Equipment,   $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor 
Vehicles — Equipment,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice, 
to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary  Employ- 
ees, $500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Election  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office 
Supplies,  $4,426.05. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-10,  Library 
Equipment,  $150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building 
Materials,  $200. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

County  of  Suffolk. 
Police  Court,  Chelsea. 
From  the  appropriation  for  B-22,   Medical,   to 
the  appropriation  for  B-18,  Cleaning,  $20. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

County  of.  Suffolk. 
Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District. 
From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-18,  Cleaning,  $125. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  286  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Boston  Infirmary  Department. 
Office  Expenses. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office  Sup- 
plies, $14.89. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office  Equip- 
ment, to  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office  Supplies, 
$33.15. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse. 
County  Buildings. 
From    the    appropriation    for    B-8,    Light    and 
Power,    to   the    appropriation    for   B-39,    General 
■    Plant,  $1,000. 


From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-18,  Cleaning, 
$75. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General 
Plant,  $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Public  Buildings  Department. 
From  the  appropriation  for  F-6,  Military,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A-3,  Unassigned,  $200. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION    FOR    COMMO  NWEALTH 
AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  28,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  order  for  the 
transfer  of  $17,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  Commonwealth  Avenue,  Between 
Arlington  Street  and  Brookline  Avenue. 

The  estimate  of  $17,000  has  been  submitted  by 
the  chief  engineer  of  the  Park  and  Recreation  De- 
partment, and  is  based  on  the  yardage  as  per  yard- 
age price  for  recent  work  done  on  Commonwealth 
avenue.  I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  appended  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $17,000  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
monwealth Avenue,  Between  Arlington  Street  and 
Brookline  Avenue. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER   FOR  CITY  PLANNING  BOARD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  28,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  City  Planning  Board,  requesting  the 
transfer  of  $260  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  City  Planning  Board,  A-2,  Tem- 
porary Employees,  and  respectfully  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

The  City  Planning  Board, 
Boston,  August  4,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  beg  to  thank  you  on  behalf 
of  the  City  Planning  Board  for  your  kindness  in 
approving  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  at 
its  meeting  on  Thursday,  July  27,  amending  the 
ordinance  under  which  the  Board  is  established  to 
provide  for  an  expenditure  of  not  more  than  $7,500 
per  annum  instead  of  $5,000  per  annum  as  hereto- 
fore. We  feel  that  this  additional  amount  will 
mean  vastly  greater  opportunities  for  service  in  our 
future  work. 

As  explained  in  my  recent  interview  with  you, 
we  are  in  immediate  need  of  $260  in  order  to  con- 
tinue the  services  of  our  assistant  investigator  for 
the  balance  of  the  year.  It  is  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Board  that  this  is  not 
only  highly  desirable  but  almost  a  necessity  in 
order  to  carry  on  the  work  now  under  way.  We 
are  satisfied  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  replace 
Mr.  Whitney,  or  to  duplicate  our  arrangement 
with  him  in  any  other  way,  on  anywhere  near  as 
satisfactory  a  basis. 

His  compensation  is  on  the  basis  of  $20  a  week, 
but  we  have  arranged  with  him  for  one  half  his 
time  only,  so  that  the  actual  expenditure  is  only 
$10  a  week.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  much  more  than 
one  half  his  time  is  devoted  to  the  work  of  the 
Board,  and  the  character  of  the  service  rendered  is 
exceptional. 
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This  $260  additional  is  all  we  contemplate  asking 
for  for  the  current  year.  If  it  meets  with  your 
approval,  therefore,  we  would  respectfully  ask  for 
the  transfer  of  this  amount  to  the  appropriation 
for  City  Planning  Board,  Group  A— 2,  Temporary 
Employees,  and  we  would  also  ask  that  your  Honor 
sign  the  accompanying  request  for  the  continued 
employment  of  Mr.  Whitney  as  above. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  unfailing  courtesy 
to  the  City  Planning  Board,  I  am, 

Very  truly  yours, 

R.  A.  Cram,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $260  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Plan- 
ning Board,  A-2,  Temporary  Employees. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


POLICE   STATION,   HYDE   PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  28,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  direct  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  on  April  17,  1916,  your  honorable  body 
appropriated  the  sum  of  $5,000  for  plans  and  con- 
struction of  a  new  police  station  in  Hyde  Park. 
Tentative  plans  have  been  prepared,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  an  appropriation  of  $70,000  is 
necessary  for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  lot  of  land 
and  the  construction  of  the  building.  I  accord- 
ingly recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand  dol- 
lars ($70,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  lot  of  land  and 
the  construction  thereon  of  a  new  police  station  in 
Hyde  Park,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount  and  for  6aid 
purpose^ 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


TRANSFER  FOR  GRANOLITHIC 
SIDEWALKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  28,  1910. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  order  author- 
izing the  transfer  of  $25,000  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Granolithic  Side- 
walks and  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  same. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $25,000  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Grano- 
lithic Sidewalks. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER  FOR  ASSOCIATE  MEDICAL 

EXAMINER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  28,   1910. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — -I    am    in    receipt    of   the    inclosed 
communication  from  the  associate   medical  exami- 
ner,   northern    district,    and    respectfully   recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 

Boston,  August  11,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  respectfully  ask  your  further  con- 
sideration of  the  appropriation  allowed  for  me  as 
associate  medical  examiner,  Suffolk  County. 

I  sent  in  my  appropriation  estimate  for  $833.33, 
one  sixth  of  $5,000,  and  it  was  reduced,  $250.  This 
amount  of  $833.33  has  been  for  several  years  the 
regular  sum  appropriated  and  it  covered  every- 
thing except  chemical  examinations  and  under- 
takers' bills  for  removal  of  bodies.  Thoughtlessly 
I  omitted  in  my  estimate  to  mention  these  items  as 
they  had  always  been  excluded  before.  In  short, 
I  sent  in  my  estimate  for  no  more  and  no  less  than 
the  amount  that  has  been  allowed  for  several  years. 
This  amount,  $833.33,  was  intended  to  cover  the 
maximum  service,  but  when  the  service  was  mini- 
mum the  amount  expended  was  proportionately 
less. 

As  the  appropriation  stands  with  the  reductions 
made,  these  reduced  amounts  are  insufficient  to 
cover  the  expenses  indicated  for  the  maximum 
service.  It  is  very  difficult  to  estimate  chemical 
examinations,  but  I  think  a  sum  of  $100  should  be 
set  aside  for  this  particular  purpose. 

For  removal  of  bodies  the  amount  is  now  between 
thirty  and  forty  dollars  for  about  four  weeks.  It 
will  probably  be  about  this  much  more  for  the 
balance  of  service. 

I  hesitate,  your  Honor,  to  take  your  valuable  time 
for  this  consideration  and  also  appreciate  the  need 
for  economy,  but  the  auditor,  Mr.  Mitchell,  allows 
me  to  say  that  I  have  spoken  with  him  in  regard  to 
the  matter  and  that  he  thinks  it  proper  for  me  to 
address  you  on  the  subject. 

I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
Oscar  Richardson,  M.  D., 

Associate  Medical  Examiner,  Suffolk  County. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $40  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Associate 
Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District,  B-5 — 
Cartage  and  Freight;  and  the  sum  of  $50  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Associate 
Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District,  B-28— 
Expert  and  Architect. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   FIRE   HOUSE, 

MATTAPAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  28,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council:. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed  com- 
munication from  the  Fire  Commissioner,  requesting 
that  the  sum  of  $15,000  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
house  occupied  by  Engine  No.  19,  Mattapan,  and 
the  additional  sum  of  $9,100  for  the  purchase  of 
motor  apparatus  that  it  is  proposed  shall  be  in- 
stalled there. 

The  communication  of  the  Fire  Commissioner, 
in  paragraph  2,  furnishes  sufficient  facts  to  warrant 
immediate  action,   and  I   accordingly  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  August  28,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  call  your  Honor's  attention 
to  the  following  conditions  which  exist  at  the 
quarters  of  Engine  Company  19,  No.  790  Norfolk 
street,  Mattapan. 

The  Building  Department  lias  inspected  this 
building  and  has  declared  the  same  "unsafe,  so  as  to 
endanger  life,  and  a  common  nuisance"  and  orders 
have  been  received  from  the  Building  ( 'ommissioner 
to  remedy  the  existing  conditions.  The  Building 
Commissioner's  statement  is  as  follows: 

"One  of  towers  is  out  of  plumb;  both  have 
settled  and  cracked;  side  walls  of  main  building 
settled  and  cracked;  foundation  at  rear  back  cor- 
ner bad;  portions  of  walls  should  have  bricks  re- 
moved and  rolaid,  other  parts  repointed;  bonding 
of  brick  around  towers  should  receive  attention." 
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I  am  inclosing  herewith  three  views  of  this 
building. 

I  had  an  architect,  Mr.  Joseph  McGinnis,  go 
over  this  property  and  he  has  submitted  the 
following  estimates  for  making  alterations: 

"To  do  the  work  required  by  the  Building  De- 
partment, to  put  the  structure  in  a  safe  condition 
will  cost  approximately  $5,000. 

'  'To  strengthen  the  floor  timbers,  install  a 
granolithic  floor  slab,  and  put  in  necessary  floor 
drains  for  motor  apparatus  willcost  about  $2,500. 

"To  make  all  of  the  above  and  also  general 
alterations  and  repairs  to  the  building  in  line  with 
recent  Fire  Department  improvements  will  cost 
approximately  $15,000. " 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  $5,000  is  necessary  to  do 
the  work  required  by  the  Building  Department  and 
for  $15,000  complete  alterations  and  improvements 
can  be  made  to  make  this  house  an  up-to-date  fire 
.  station,  I  recommend  that  the  latter  proposition  be 
adopted.  My  reasons  for  this  recommendation  I 
give  below: 

1.  This  building  is  greatly  in  need  of  repair, 
and  now  that  a  large  amount  of  work  must  be  done 
it  seems,  to  me  to  be  not  only  reasonable  but  in 
the  interests  of  efficiency  and  economy  to  have  all 
the  work  done  at  once. 

2.  This  station  should  be  equipped  with  motor 
fire  apparatus  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  At  the 
present  time  it  is  the  nearest  house  to  the  Welling- 
ton Hill  section  of  this  city,  and  in  response  to 
alarms  from  that  district  the  horse-drawn  apparatus 
stationed  at  this  house  has  a  run  of  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  or  more  over  very  hilly  road.  The  next 
nearest  fire  station  is  Ladder  29  and  Chemical  11  at 
Cal  lender  and  Lyon  street,  more  than  a  mile  from 
Wellington  Hill,  and  as  these  pieces  of  apparatus 
are  motorized  they  can  make  the  distance  quicker 
than  can  Engine  19.  The  other  engine  company 
which  responds  to  first  alarms  from  Wellington 
Hill  is  Engine  10  at  Dorchester  Lower  Mills, 
another  piece  of  horse-drawn  apparatus  which 
must  come  for  a  mile  and  three  quarters  over  hilly 
roads.  The  second  alarm  engine  companies  are 
more  than  two  miles  away,  only  one  of  which  is 
motorized.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  into  any 
long  description  of  the  conditions  which  exist  on 
Wellington  Hill  arid  in  the  surrounding  section. 
During  the  past  few  yeats  building  construction 
has  been  carried  on  very  rapidly,  and  today  the 
hill  represents,  in  reality,  a  wooden  village  of 
difficult  access  owing  to  the  hilly  streets  leading  to 
it.  In  my  opinion  motor  apparatus  cannot  be 
placed  in  service  in  this  house  any  too  quickly. 
A  motor-driven  combination  pumping  engine, 
costing  about  $9,100,  would  give,  in  my  opinion, 
proper  fire  protection  for  this  district. 

The  weakness  of  these  towers  was  not  antici- 
pated and  of  course  was  not  figured  in  the  budget 
estimate  for  this  year. 

For  the  reasons  outlined  briefly  above,  and  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  order  of  the  Building 
Commissioner  must  be  complied  with  and  that  the 
installation  of  motor  apparatus  is  so  essential  for 
the  proper  protection  of  life  and  property  in  this 
section  of  the  city,  I  earnestly  urge  that  appropria- 
tions be  allowed  as  follows:  $15,000  for  alterations- 
and  $9,100  for  motor  apparatus  for  Engine  19, 
Mattapan. 

Tours  very  respectfully, 
John  Grady,  Fire  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  -under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $24,100  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropriation  for  Fire 
Department,  Engine  House  No.  19,  Alterations  and 
Motor  Apparatus,  the  same  to  be  expended  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Fire 
Commissioner,  namely,  $15,000  for  the  recon- 
struction of  Engine  House  No.  19,  and  $9,100 
for  motor  apparatus  to  be  installed  there. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee-. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
Edgar  P.  Benjamin,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at   14  Rutland  street,   by  a  defective  water, 
meter. 


Celia  Blotncr,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  by  a  defect  in  fence  at  Fort  Hill  square. 

Henry  D.  Cahill,  for  compensation  for  damages 
caused  by  being  splashed  with  mud  at  corner  Elm 
and  Washington  streets. 

Frank  H.  Cheney,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  the  Municipal  Building,  Jamaica 
Plain. 

Hugh  F.  Daley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  the  Municipal  Building,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Crawford  House  Auto  and  Taxi  Service  Com- 
jpany,  for  compensation  for  damages  to  automobiles 
by  a  city  wagon. 

Isabelle  G.  Driscoll,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  anil  for  personal  injuries  by  a  fall  on 
Humboldt  avenue. 

E.  J.  Farley,  to  have  refunded  fee  paid  for  street 
permit  which  was  not  used. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Fiorillo,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages by  overflow  of  sewer  at  22  Haynes  street. 

H.  H.  Fisher,  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
a  horse  caused  by  falling  into  a  city  scow. 

Mrs.  Annie  Goren,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  being  struck  with  a  stick  carelessly 
handled  by  a  city  workman. 

William  F.  Keith,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  junction  of  Merrimac,  Portland"  and 
Chardon  streets. 

Ida  Maple,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  a  defect  at  91  Poplar  street. 

Michael  J.  McDonnell,  to  be  refunded  amount  of 
two  bills  for  water  at  51  Lyon  street,  paid  by  him 
under  protest. 

Annie  McKiunon,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  at  corner  of  Summer  and  Kingston 
streets. 

Thomas  F.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  wagon  by  a  city  ash  team. 

Elmer  E.  Given,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  and  damage  to  auto  on  account  of  defect 
in  Castle  Island  Bridge. 

William  Cowan,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
watch  at  North  End  Park. 

Executive. 

Marion  J.  Boyce  et  al.,  for  release  of  restrictions 
on  certain  land  on  Harrison  avenue. 

M.  J.  Murray,  for  refunding  of  license  fee  can- 
celled on  February  11,  1914. 


LEAVE  GRANTED  ON  PETITIONS. 

Petitions  were  received,  viz.: 

Caroline  A.  Finneran,  for  permit  for  child  to 
appear  at  Ford  Hall  on  afternoon  and  evening  of 
August  29  and  30. 

J.  White  Sons,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
288  Hanover  street,  Ward  5. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  ATTRIDGE  it  was  voted 
that  permits  be  granted. 


APPOINTMENT  ,BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  appointment  by  the 
Mayor  of  Frank  L.  Brier  as  Infirmary  Trustee,  a 
certified  copy  of  the  same  having  been  sent  to  the 
Civil  Service  Commission. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Civil 
Service  "Commission  by  the  City  Council  for 
information  concerning  Frank  L.  Brier. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  of  approval  of  appointment  of  Thomas 
F.  Lally  as  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

Placed  on  file: 


RAILWAY  POLICEMAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  City  Clerk  of 
Lynn  of  appointment  of  Arthur  C.  Chemette  as 
ra'lway  police  officer  for  Bay  State  Street  Railway 
Company." 

Placed  on  file. 
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SUFFOLK  COUNTY  APPORTIONMENT. 

The  report  of  the  commission  to  apportion 
Suffolk -County  into  Representative  Districts  was 
received  as  follows: 

In  the  matter  of  apportioning  Suffolk  County 
into  Representative  Districts: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  to  apportion 
Suffolk  County  into  representative  districts,  holden 
at  Boston,  within  and  for  said  county,  on  the  second 
.  Friday  of  August,  being  the  eleventh  day  of  said 
month,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixteen. 

It  is  Ordered,  That  the  County  of  Suffolk  be  and 
hereby  is  divided  into  the  following  districts  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 
District  Number  One. — The  first  ward  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  containing  5,303  legal  voters,  shall  form 
one  district,  to  be  called  District  Number  One, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  two  representatives. 

District  Number  Two. — The  second  ward  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  containing  5,835  legal  voters,  shall 
•form  one  district,  to  be  called  District  Number 
Two,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  two  repre- 
sentatives. 

District  Number  Three. — The  third  ward  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  containing  4,854  legal  voters,  shall 
form  one  district,  to  be  called  District  Number 
Three,  and  .shall  be  entitled  to  elect  two  repre- 
sentatives. 

District  Number  Four. — The  fourth  ward  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  containing  5,387  legal  voters,  shall 
form  one  district-,  to  be  called  District  Number 
Four,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  two  repre- 
sentatives. 

District  Number  Five. — The  fifth  ward  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  containing  7,946  legal  voters,  shall 
form  one  district,  to  be  called  District  Number 
Five,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  three  repre- 
sentatives. 

District  Number  Six. — The  sixth  ward  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  containing  8,618  legal  voters,  shall  form 
one  district,  to  be  called  District  Number  Six,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  elect  two  representatives. 

District  Number  Seven. — The  seventh  ward  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  containing  10,714  legal  voters, 
shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called  District  Num- 
ber Seven,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  two  repre- 
sentatives. 

District  Number  Eight. — The  eighth  ward  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  containing  7,788  legal  voters,  shall 
form  one  district,  to  be  called  District  Number 
Eight,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  two  repre- 
sentatives. 

District  Number  Nine. — The  ninth  ward  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  containing  6,151  legal  voters,  shall 
form  one  district,  to  be  called  District  Number 
Nine,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  three  repre- 
sentatives. 

District  Number  Ton. — The  tenth  ward  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  containing  0,050  legal  voters,  shall 
form  one  district,  to  be  called  District  Number 
Ten,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  three  repre- 
sentatives. 

District  Number  Eleven. — The  eleventh  ward  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  containing  5,967  legal  voters, 
shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called  District 
Number  Eleven,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect 
two   representatives. 

District  Number  Twelve. — The  twelfth  ward  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  containing  0,371  legal  voters, 
shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called  District 
Number  Twelve,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect 
two  representatives. 

District  Number  Thirteen. — The  thirteenth  ward 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  containing  7,200  legal  voters, 
shall  form  our  district,  to  be  railed  DISTRICT 
Number  Thirteen,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect 
two  representatives. 

District    Number     Fourteen, — The    fourteenth 

ward  of  the  City  of  Boston,  c laining  6,012  legal 

voters,  shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called  District 
Number  Fourteen,  .and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect 
two  representath  es. 

District  Number  Fifteen.  The  fifteenth  ward  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  containing  5,993  legal  voters, 
shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called  District 
Number  Fifteen,  and  shall  be  entitled  i<>  elect 
two  representatives. 

District  Number  Sixteen.-  -The  sixteenth  ward  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  containing  0,182  legal  voters, 


shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called  District 
Number  Sixteen,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  one 
representative. 

District  Number  Seventeen. — The  seventeenth 
ward  of  the  City  of  Boston,  containing  0,105  legal 
voters,  shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called  District 
Number  Seventeen,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect 
two  representatives. 

District  Number  Eighteen. — The  eighteenth  ward 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  containing  0,034  legal  voters, 
shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called  District 
Number  Eighteen,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect 
two  representatives. 

District  Number  Nineteen. — The  nineteenth  and 
twenty-first  wards  of  the  City  of  Boston,  containing 
11,571  legal  voters,  shall  form  one  district,  to  be 
called  District  Number  Nineteen,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  elect  two  representatives. 

District  Number  Twenty. — The  twentieth  ward 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  containing  5,832  legal  voters, 
shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called  District  Num- 
ber Twenty,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  two 
representatives. 

District  Number  Twenty-one. — The  Town  of 
Winthrop,  containing  3,445  legal  voters,  shall  form 
one  district,  to  be  called  District  Number 
Twenty-one,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  one 
representative. 

District  Number  Twenty-two. — The  twenty- 
second  ward  of  the  City  of  Boston,  containing  5,006 
legal  voters,  shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called 
District  Number  Twenty-two,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  elect  two  representatives. 

District  Number  Twenty-three. — The  twenty- 
third  ward  of  the  City  of  Boston,  containing  5,596 
legal  voters,  shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called 
District  Number  Twenty^three,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  elect  one  representative. 

District  Number  Twenty-four. — The  twenty- 
fourth  ward  of  the  City  of  Boston,  containing  4,842 
legal  voters,  shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called 
District  Number  Twenty-four,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  elect  one  representative. 

District  Number  Twenty-five. — The  twenty-fifth 
ward  of  the  City  of  Boston,  containing  4,282  legal 
voters,  shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called  District 
Number  Twenty-five,  and  shall  be  entitled .  to 
elect  one  representative. 

District  Number  Twenty-six. — The  twenty- 
sixth  ward  of  the  City  of  Boston,  containing  3,913 
legal  voters,  shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called 
District  Number  Twenty-six,  and  shall  be  en- 
titled to  elect  two  representatives. 

District  Number  Twenty-seven. — The  first  and 
second  wards  of  the  City  of  Chelsea,  containing 
2,333  legal  voters,  shall  form  one  district,  to  be 
called  District  Number  Twenty-seven,  and  shall 
be  entitled  to  elect  one  representative. 

District  Number  Twenty-eight. — The  third  and 
fourth  wards  of  the  City  of  Chelsea,  containing 
2,030  legal  voters,  shall  form  one  district,  to  la- 
called  District  Number  Twenty-eight,  and  shall 
be  entitled  to  elect  one  representative. 

District  Number  Twenty-nine. — The  third  and 
fourth  wards  of  the  City  of  Revere  and  the  fifth 
ward  of  the  City  of. Chelsea,  containing  4,109  legal 
voters,  shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called  District 
Number  Twenty-nine,  and  shall  l;e  entitled  to' 
elect   one  representative. 

District  Number  Thirty. — The  first,  second  and 
fifth  wards  of  the  City  of  Revere,  containing 2,971 
legal  voters,  shall  form  one  district,  to  be  called 
District  Number  Thirty,  and  shall  be  entitled  to 
, elect  one  representative. 

And  it  is  further  ordered  by  the  commission  afore- 
said that  the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Revere,  bo 
and  hereby  is  designated  as  the  place  in  I  lie  I  qventy- 
ninth  Suffolk  District  at  which  the  Clerks  of  the 
Cities,  comprising  thai    district,  shall   assemble   for 

ili'  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  rcsull  .if  elections 
for  Representative  to  the  General  Court  limn  said 
disi  ricl . 


<  'oinmissi r     Harry     W.     .lames,     Hugh     M. 

McKaj     and     Harold    W.    (Ircult     dissent     from    so 

much   of   tlie   above   apportionment  as   relates   to 
districts   numbered   Twenty-five  and   Twenty-six, 


In    witness    whereof    the    undersigned    coiiiiiiis- 
sioners  hereunto  sot  their  hands  the  second  Friday 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


of  August,  being  the  eleventh  day  of  said  month, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  sixteen. 

James  H.  Brennan, 
William  F.  Brophy, 
Andrew  M.  Buckley, 
Thomas  F.  J.  Callahan, 
Thomas  J.  Collins, 
Harry  W.  James, 
Hugh  M.  McKay, 
Harold  W.  Orcutt, 
Commissioners  to  Apportion  Suffolk 

County  into  Representative  Districts. 
Charles  G.  Roberts,   a  member  of  this  commis- 
sion from  the  City  of  Chelsea,  died  on  June  twenty- 
sixth,  nineteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 
A  true  copy. 

Francis  M.  Ducey, 

Clerk. 
Placed   on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  August  9,  at  10.30  a.  m., 
on  481st,  482d,  483d  and  484th  locations  of  West 
End  Street  Railway  Company. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRACK  LOCATIONS. 

Copies  of  orders  were  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  of  track  locations  for  West  End 
Street  Railway  Company,  viz. : 

Relocation  of  tracks,  Roxbury  street,  485th 
location. 

Track  location  on  Dorchester  avenue,  etc., 
486th   location. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  SANITARY 
INSPECTORS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  appointment  of  Daniel  J.  Flanagan  and 
Joseph  T.  O'Brien  as  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

B.  J.  Hovestadt,  keeping  of  gasolene,  31  Bowdoin 
square,  Dorchester. 

Ella  A.  Hirsh,  keeping  of  gasolene,  74  Bowdoin 
street,  Dorchester. 

Walter  S.  Weaver,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
30  Branch  street,  Dorchester. 

Clifton  Manufacturing  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  65  Brookside  avenue,  Ward  22. 

Chardon  Street  Garage,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, 24  Chardon  street,  Ward  5. 

Henry  F.  Wedding,  keeping  of  gasolene,  6 
Chesterfield  street. 

Nora  Frances  Barnes,  keeping  of  gasolene,  432 
Columbia  road,  Ward  17. 

The  Texas  'Company,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, in  private  land,  between  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  Blandford  street. 

W.  L.  Waples  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene,  7 
Edgewood  street. 

Amory  Garage  (Inc.),  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, 29-33  Ferdinand  street,  Ward  8. 

I.  C.  Wright,  keeping  of  gasolene,  24  Grampian 
way. 

William  F.  Hennessey,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  16  Harcourt  street,  Ward  7. 

Dorchester  Parcel  Delivery  Company,  keeping 
of  gasolene,  105  Homes  avenue,  Ward  18. 

Taylor-Palmer  Garage  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  171  Huntington  avenue,  Ward  7. 

Frieda  Forde,  keeping  of  gasolene,  115  Hutchings 
street,  Roxbury. 

Louis  Lichtenheim,  keeping  of  gasolene,  97  and  99 
K  street,  Ward  9. 

Reliance  Motor  Truck  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  944  Massachusetts  avenue,  Ward 
12. 

Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of  Bos- 
ton, keeping  of  gasolene,  1105  Massachusetts  ave- 
nue, Ward  11. 


E.  S.  Morse  &  Co.,  keeping  of  gasolene,  199 
Medford  street,  Charlestown. 

J.  E.  Frenning,  keeping  of  gasolene,  519  Med- 
ford street,  Charlestown. 

Charles  J.  McCarthy  &  Co.,  keeping  and  sale  of 
detonators,  at  65  Oliver  street. 

William  H.  Slocum,  keeping  of  gasolene,  Pond 
street,  corner  Avon  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Laura  Slocum,  keeping  of  gasolene,  Pond  street, 
opposite  Avon  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Roslindale  Hardware  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  29  Poplar  street,  Roslindale. 

William  L.  Devitt,  keeping  of  gasolene,  142 
Rosseter  street,  Ward  19. 

Boston  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  automobile  department, 
keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  288  St.  Botolph 
street. 

Simon  Goldsmith,  keeping  of  gasolene,  108 
Seaver  street. 

W.  B.  Parnell,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
57-61  Stanhope  street. 

A.  T.  Stearns  Lumber  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  Taylor  street,  Ward  20. 

Dahlquist  Manufacturing  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  36-40  West  Third  street,  South  Boston. 

Alfred  G.  Peterson,  keeping  of  gasolene,  25  Up- 
land avenue,  Dorchester. 

Rowe  Contracting  Company,  keeping  of  gaso- 
lene, corner  Washington  street  and  Common- 
wealth avenue,  Ward  25. 

Herbert  L.  Morse,  keeping  of  gasolene,  9  Whitte- 
more  street,  Ward  23. 

Placed  on  file. 


EXAMINATION   OF   BUDGET   ITEMS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  August  28,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  the  following  order 
received  from  your  honorable  body: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission,  after 
studying  the  machinery  in  operation  elsewhere  for 
this  purpose,  advise  the  City  Council  what  further 
provision  is  necessary  here  in  Boston  to  enable  the 
City  Council  to  examine  with  the  utmost  thorough- 
ness within  the  required  time  each  and  every  item 
submitted  in  the  Mayor's  segregated  budget. 
And,  further,  that  the  commission  advise  whether 
they  think  that  succeeding  City  Councils  should 
be  expected  and  should  find  it  necessary,  as  has 
been  the  ease  this  year,  to  give  the  larger  part  of 
their  time  for  three  consecutive  months  to  the  ex- 
amination and  passing  of  the  segregated  budget," 
the  Finance  Commission  reports  as  follows: 
-  The  form  of  the  annual  budget  and  the  method 
of  preparing  it  now  in  use  in  Boston  were  recom- 
mended by  the  Budget  Commission,  which  reported 
on  October  1,  1915,  and  are  based  to  a  great  extent 
upon  those  in  use  in  other  cities,  notably  New  York. 

In  the  latter  city  a  Board  of  Estimate  and  Appor- 
tionment passes  upon  the  budget  estimates  of  the 
various  departments,  relying  for  information  to 
enable  it  to  reach  a  judgment  on  the  statements 
made  by  the  various  heads  of  departments  in  sup- 
port of  their  estimates  and  the  investigations  made 
by  employees  of  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Appor- 
tionment, who  examine  each  and  every  item  sub- 
mitted in  the  budget  estimates  and  oppose  such  as 
in  their  judgment  should  not  be  allowed,  stating 
their  reasons  for  so  doing.  Many  of  them  are 
permanently  employed  and,  in  addition,  there  are 
temporary  employees  during  the  time  of  the  con- 
sideration of  the  budget. 

The  City  Council  of  Boston  assumed  this  year 
many  of  the  duties  performed  in  New  York  by  the 
Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment,  and  applied 
itself  with  great  diligence  to  the  new  problems 
involved  in  this  work.  The  staff  of  the  Finance 
Commission  acted  as  its  investigators  of  the  budget 
estimates,  instead  of  a  permanent  force  of  employees, 
such  as  exists  in  New  York  to  do  the  work  for  the 
New  York  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment. 

In  order  that  the  Council  may  determine  the 
amount  of  preliminary  work  required  to  make  an 
adequate  study  of  the  items  of  the  segregated  bud- 
get, the  commission  submits  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  work  done  by  the  staff  of  the  Finance 
Commission,  which  enabled  the  City  Council  to 
have  full  information  to  guide  it  in  passing  on  the 
budget  for  1916-17. 

The  annual  budget  estimate  sheets  for  the  year 
1910-17  came  to  the  Finance  Commission  on 
February  1,  1916.  During  the  month  of  February 
practically  the  whole  time  of  two  representatives 
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of  the  Finance  Commission  was  given  to  the  study 
of  them.  On  March  1  the  Mayor  sent  his  budget 
allowance  to  the  City  Council.  The  major  part 
of  a  week  was  then  spent  by  the  entire  office  force 
of  the  commission  in  taking  the  amounts  of  the 
Mayor's  allowances  from  the  original  budget  sheets 
and  placing  them  on  the  Finance  Commission's 
sheets,  there  being  no  other  way  to  obtain  the 
Mayor's  allowances  for  a  period  of  two  weeks, 
while  the  message  of  the  Mayor  was  being  printed. 

During  March,  April  and  May  the  entire  office 
staff  of  the  commission  gave  a  large  amount  of  time 
to  investigating  and  examining  the  budget  reports, 
Guy  W.  Emerson,  the  consulting  engineer  of  the 
commission,  studying  the  needs  of  the  Public 
Works  Department.  In  addition,  the  commission 
had  the  services  of  Dr.  M.  Victor  Safford  of  the 
United  States  Marine  Hospital  Service  for  more 
than  two  weeks  in  a  study  of  the  needs  of  the  City 
Hospital. 

This  study  by  the  commission's  representatives 
embraced  many  interviews  with  department  heads 
and  employees;  inspection  of  work  and  materials, 
and  conditions  in  department  offices  and  on  depart- 
ment work;  examination  of  accounts  in  department 
offices  and  the  checking  of  these  in  the  auditor's 
office  and  in  reports;  examination  of  past  records 
in  municipal  service  of  department  employees; 
study  of  statutes  affecting  different  city  work; 
consultations  with  state  and  other  officials  in  regard 
to  city  work;  innumerable  telephone  calls  and 
trips  to  the  auditor's  office  to  obtain  figures  of  the 
standing  of  different  departments  at  different 
periods;  verification  of  prices  to  be  charged  the 
city  for  different  purchases  and  work,  by  reference 
to  business  houses,  and  comparisons  of  prices  for 
work  or  materials  obtained;  study  of  comparative 
costs  of  the  same  or  similar  work  or  material  in 
different  departments;  studying  of  methods  em- 
ployed to  do  certain  work  and  investigation  to 
find  out  the  need  of  it,  and  methods  employed  in 
•other  places  to  do  the  same  or  similar  work;  exam- 
ination of  articles  of  equipment  in  different  depart- 
ments by  the  commission's  employees  and  by 
experts  from  firms  selling  such  equipment,  to  dis- 
cover need  of  replacement,  probable  exchange 
value,  probable  cost  of  repair,  etc.,  and  examina- 
tion of  bonds,  policies  and  contracts  for  opportu- 
nities for  possible  savings. 

In  order  to  obtain  these  facts  it  was  necessary  at 
times  to  spend  many  days  in  the  departments 
under  scrutiny,  and  afterwards  to  spend  much  time 
in  study  of  facts  obtained,  so  as  to  be  able  to  make 
the  best  use  of  them. 

Connected  with  this  work  of  investigation  and 
study  was  the  physical  labor  involved  in  the  issu- 
ance of  the  reports,  which  meant  hours  each  day 
of  dictation  to  stenographers  and  typewriting  by 
them,  invariably  lasting  from  one  to  three  hours 
longer  than  the  regular  city  day,  with  scant,  if  any, 
luncheon  periods;  and  then  cross-reading  and 
checking  of  material  making  up  reports.  Through 
it  all  one  or  more  representatives  of  the  Finance 
Commission  wore  present  at  all  Committee  on 
Appropriations  hearings,  which  lasted  frequently 
until  eleven  o'clock  p.  m.,  or  later. 

Some  of  the  immediate  results  achieved  by  this 
work  were  as  follows: 

Examinations  were  made  of  the  estimates  of 
appropriations  of  city  and  county  departments, 
containing  approximately  3,600  items.  Approx- 
imately 3,000  items  in  city  and  county  departments 
of  appropriation  were  reported  upon  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations.  The  items  of  two 
other  departments  (the  Fire  and  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Departments)  were  scrutinized,  but 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  did  not  allow 
sufficient  time  for  the  Finance  Commission's  staff 
to  make  complete  reports.  Sufficient  information 
was,  however,  given  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations to  enable  it  to  make  substantial  reduc- 
tions in  the  allowances  to  these  departments,  which 
reductions  were  not  seriously  impaired  bv  the 
allowances  made  in  the  supplementary  budget. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  on  the  part, 
of  the  Council  reported  an  original  budget  for  city 
departments  amounting  to  $70(1,101.1(1  less  than 
the  budget  originally  allowed  by  tin-  Minor  for 
these  departments.  The  staff  of  the  Finance 
Commission  in  its  reports  recommended  total 
reductions  amounting  to  approximately  $100,000 
more,  or  total  reductions  from  the  Mayor's  allow- 
ances of  approximately  $800,000. 

The  work  by  the  commission's  Btaff  on  the  sup- 
plementary budget  began  about  July  1,  and  con- 
tinued uninterruptedly   until  July  23.     It   was   oi 


the  same  intensive  character  as  the  work  on  the 
original  budget,  though  the  number  of  items  investi- 
gated was  less  per  department.  The  staff  of  the 
Finance  Commission  in  its  reports  recommended 
total  reductions  of  approximately  $120,000.  The 
Council  cut  the  items  to  the  extent  of  $93,000, 
which  was  appropriated  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 
In  short,  the  Finance  Commission's  staff,  in  addi- 
tion to  its  regular  work,  devoted  the  major  portion 
of  its  time  during  four  or  five  months  of  the  year, 
working  outside  of  the  regular  city  hours  as  well 
as  during  those  hours,  to  the  work  of  investigating 
and  reporting  upon  the  budget  for  1916-17. 

As  a  result  of  the  information  furnished  by  the 
staff  of  the  Finance  Commission,  the  City  Council 
accomplished  the  following: 
The  original  city  budget  allowed  by 

the  Mayor $15,141,801  39 

The  budget  as  reduced  by  the  City 

Council 14,435,699  99 

Therefore,  the  amount  reduced  by 

the  Council $706,101  40 

The  total  of  the  supplementary  city 

budget,    allowed   by    Mayor    and 

passed  by  City  Council $412,390  05 

Of  the  $706,101.40  cut  by  the  Council  from  the 
original  budget  allowed  by  the  Mayor,  $168,527.85 
was  asked  for  again  and  allowed  in  the  supple- 
mentary budget.  The  balance  of  the  supple- 
mentary budget,  $243,862.20,  was  made  up  of  new 
items  that  the  department  heads  discovered  to  be 
absolutely  necessary,  many  of  them  having  been 
forgotten  in  the  estimates  for  the  original  budget 
by  heads  of  departments,  and  others  being  made 
necessary  by  the  under  allowance  of  the  Mayor. 
If  the  Council  had  adopted  the  original  budget  as 
it  came  from  the  Mayor,  there  would  have  been 
no  money  available  within  the  tax  limit  for  the 
supplementary  budget. 

By  two  separate  orders  there  were  restored:  First, 
in  the  street  appropriation  order  of  $400,513.35, 
an  item  of  $100,000  that  was  in  the  Mayor's  original 
budget  for  the  Paving  Service,  under  F-12,  miscel- 
laneous contract  work,  but  was  not  allowed  by  the 
City  Council  in  its  original  budget;  and  second, 
$47,000  which  was  part  of  an  item  in  the  original 
allowance  of  the  Mayor  for  the  Park  and  Recreation 
Department,  under  F-12,  Commonwealth  avenue. 
These  restorations  of  $168,527.85,  $100,000  and 
$47,000,  or  a  total  of  $315,527.85,  brought  the 
City  Council's  original  reduction  of  $706,101.40 
down  to  a  net  reduction  of  $390,573.55. 
.  There  should  be  added  to  this  $390,573.55,  the 
sum  of  $25,000,  which  is  part  of  the  sums  taken  by 
the  City  Council  from  the  Mayor's  items  of  the 
supplementary  budget  and  put  into  the  Reserve 
Fund,  with  the  express  understanding  that  no  less 
than  that  amount  would  be  used  for  granolithic 
sidewalks.  Following  the  recommendations  of 
the  staff  of  the  Finance  Commission,  the  City 
Council  took  out  of  the  Mayor's  items  a  total  of 
$93,976.77.  As  a  compromise  the  Mayor  made 
the  promise  that  if  the  Council  would  place  the 
entire  amount  of  these  reductions  in  the  Reserve 
Fund,  he  would  agree  to  spend  at  least  $25,000  of 
it  for  granolithic  sidewalks.  This  was  not  an  item 
that,  had  been  taken  out  of  either  the  original  or 
the  supplementary  budget  by  the  City  Council. 
Thiaeloic  it  represents  the  savings  from  the  sup- 
plementary budget  by  the  City  Council,  and  later 
events  may  increase  the  amount,  as  it  may  not  be 
found  necessary  to  use  the  remainder  of  the  Reserve 
Fund  for  items  reduced  by  the  City  Council. 

Adding  this  $25,000  to  the  savings  of  $390,573.55, 
the  City  Council  made  a  total  of  permanent  reduc- 
tions in  the  Mayor's  items  of  $415,573.55. 

To  summarize:  If  the  Council  had  not  made  the 
reductions  that  it  did  in  the  Mayor's  items  of  th» 
appropriation  bills,  there  would  now  be  available 
only  approximately  $100,000  for  streets,  instead 
of  the  $500,511.35  thai  is  available  for  streets  and 
the  $25,000  now  in  the  Reserve  Fund  that  is 
promised  for  granolithic  sidewalks. 

\\  liile  the  original  budget  and  supplementary 
appropriation  orders  consume  all  the  money  which 
can  be  raised  by  taxation  under  the  law,  neverthe- 
less two  great  accomplishments  have  been  brought 
about.  The  amount  of  money  asked  for  street 
improvements  has  been  obtained  within  the  tax 
limit,  and  it  has  linn  demonstrated  thai  the 
petition  presented  to  the  Legislature,  asking  for 
an    increase  in  the  tax  limit  of   lifty  cents  for  street 

pin  poses,  was  not  justified. 

The  Finance  Commission  believes,  from  its  study 
of  the  methods  pursued  elsewhere  in  preparing  the 
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annual  budget,  that  the  same  methods  followed  by 
the  City  of  Boston  for  1910-17  will  be  necessary 
for  a  consideration  of  the  budget  for  1917-18. 
Based  on  the  work  done  by  the  staff  of  the  com- 
mission, as  herein  reported,  the  commission  believes 
that  the  cost  of  a  permanent  force  to  act  as  investi- 
gators for  the  City  Council  would  be  prohibitive. 

While  the  commission  dislikes  to  have  reports 
emanate  from  its  office  without  the  commission 
itself  having  an  opportunity  to  make  a  detailed 
study  and  to  assume  full  responsibility  for  them, 
the  commission  is  prepared  to  allow  the  use  of  its 
staff  for  the  coming  year,  1917-18,  to  assist  the 
City  Council  in1  making  up  the  budget  under  the 
same  conditions  as  for  1916-17,  namely,  that  the 
various  reports  are  made  directly  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  of  the  Council.  ■ 

The  commission  has  been  assured  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  that  in  his  judgment  the  segregated 
budget  tends  to  make  the  heads  of  departments 
scrutinize  more  carefully  the  various  items  in  their 
estimates.  It  has  also  been  assured  by  him  that 
he  desires  the  cooperation  of  all  persons  on  whom 
the  work  of  studying  these  estimates  will  devolve. 
Under  these  circumstances  and  providing  that  the 
heads  of  departments  furnish  their  estimates  in 
due  season  arid  do  not  ask  for  money  in  excess  of 
the  actual  needs  of  their  respective  departments, 
the' commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  not 
be  necessary  for  the  City  Council  to  give  three 
consecutive  months  to  the  examination  and  passing 
of  the  segregated  budget  for  1917-18,  notwith- 
standing it  was  obliged  to  give  this  amount  of 
time  in  the  current  year.  The  difficulty  this  year 
has  been  that  the  idea,  of  the  segregated  budget 
was  not  fully  accepted.  - 

The  Mayor  has  given  the  Finance  Commission 
reason  to  hope  that  the  estimates  this  year  can  be 
made  much  earlier  than  last  year.  If  so,  the  strain 
on  those  engaged  in  studying  the  estimates  will  be 
substantially  reduced.  , 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Muri-hy, 

Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SIDEWALK    SCHEDULE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public,  Works  of  cost  of  constructing 
artificial  stone  sidewalk  with  granite  edgestones 
on  easterly  side  of  Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Wash- 
ington and  Stratton  streets,  Wards  20-24 — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  foregoing 
schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the 
sums  set  against  their  respective  names  as  their 
proportional  part  of  the  cost  of  constructing  arti- 
ficial stone  sidewalks  along  estates  bordering  on 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Washington  street  and 
Stratton  street,  Wards  20-24,  and  the  same  is 
ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  given  to  the 
parties  as  aforesaid,  the  amount  being  $2,353.12. 

The  order  was  passed. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

Acting    President    BALLANTYNE     submitted 
reports  on  petitions   for    minors'  licenses   for   ten 


newsboys  and  three  vendors — recommending  that 
licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;    licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


CLERK   HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Registrar  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  report  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  R.evised  Laws,  cer- 
tifying that  persons  had  been  employed  in  his  office 
from  July  24  to  August  28,  and  that  work  had  been 
performed  to  the  amount  of  $4,710.40. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 


RETIREMENT    OF  CITY  LABORERS. 

Coun.  ATTRTDGE  presented  the  petition  of 
Daniel  F.  Harrigan,  Martin  Corcoran,  Patrick 
Costello  and  Philip  J.  Toland,  to  be  retired  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914. 

In  connection  with  the  petitions  Coun."  AT- 
TRIDGE  offered  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Labor- 
ers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1915,  Daniel  F.  Harrigan,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Labor- 
ers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1915,  Martin  Corcoran,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Department. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Labor- 
ers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1915,  Patrick  Costello,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Labor- 
ers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1915,  Philip  J.  Toland,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
ATTRIDGE,  and  the  several  orders  were  passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  KENNY  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  4.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  KENNY,  to  meet  -  on  Thursday,  August 
31,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Thursday,  August  31,  1916. 
Adjourned  regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council, 
held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two 
o'clock,    p.    m.,    Coun.    BALLANTYNE,    senior 
member,  in  the  chair. 


The  Clerk,  by  direction  of  the  President  pro  (em, 
called  the  roll  to  ascertain  the  attendance. 

Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne  and  McDonald 
responded  to  the  roll  call  and  the  President  pro 
tern  declared  the  meeting  adjourned  for  lack  of  a 
quorum. 


The  Council  stood  adjourned  at  1.24,  p.  m.,  to 
meet  on  Monday,  September  11,  at  three  o'clock 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Thursday,  September  7,  1916. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Coleman,  Storrow. 

The  Clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting,  viz.: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  2,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

You  are  respectfully  requested  to  assemble  in 
the  City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Thursday, 
September  7,  at  two  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering important  financial  business  which  ^  will 
not  admit  of  further  delay,  and  such  other  business 
as  may  come  before  the  meeting. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

The  Mayor,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the 
Council,  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  terms  ending  April  30,  1917,  viz.: 

(1.)  Harry  J.  Byrnes,  25  Dracut  street,  ^Dor- 
chester, to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

(2.)  James  J.  Canniff,  1017  Massachusetts 
avenue,  Arlington,  a  Weigher  of  Beef. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


TRANSFER   FOR  ELECTION 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  31,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the^  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners and  respectfully  request  the  adoption 
of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

Boston,  August  30,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — For  voting  purposes  the  recent  divi- 
sion of  the  city  into  new  wards  and  voting  pre- 
cincts goes  into  effect  at  the  State  Primary  to  be 
held  September  26,  1916.  The  voting  precincts  of 
the  eity  have  been  entirely  changed,  and  as  a 
consequence  there  is  widespread  lack  of  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  voters  of  Boston  as  to  what  precinct 
they  now  reside  in  and  as  to  what  polling  place 
they  may  cast  their  ballots. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  Election  Board 
when  a  ward  was  divided  into  new  precincts  to 
notify  each  voter  of  the  ward  of  the  new  precinct 
in  which  he  voted  and  the  location  of  the  polling 
place  therein.  We  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
of  great  benefit  to  the  electorate  of  Boston,  and 
also  a  preventive  of  much  confusion,  to  notify 
each  voter  of  the  city  of  the  precinct  in  which  he 
votes  and  the  location  of  the  polling  place  therein 
by  a  postal  card  printed  substantially  as  follows: 

Your  polling  place  is 

BLACKINTONJ  SCHOOL,  LEYDEN  STREET, 

Ward  1,  Precinct  1. 

Respectfully, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners. 
The  cost  of  purchasing,  printing  and  directing 
said    postals   would    be   approximately    $1,515.50, 
itemized  as  follows: 

110,000  postals $1,100  00 

Printing 223  00 

Directing 192  50 

Total $1,515  50 


We  recommend  that  a  transfer  be  made  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  authorizing  the  Election  Com- 
missioners to  perform  this  work.  Any  notifica- 
tion to  the  voters  of  the  city  of  this  character 
should,  of  course,  be  sent  before  the  day  of  the 
State  Primary. 

Respectfully, 
Board  op  Election  Commissioners. 

J.  M.  Minton, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1895,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1,515.50  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Election 
Department,  as  follows: 

B-2,  110,000  postals $1,100  00 

B-l,  Printing 223  00 

B-29,  Addressing 192  50 

Total $1,515  50 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  BALLANTYNE  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  move  reconsideration  of  the 
reference  of  the  order  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  Election  Department.  (After  a  pause.)  When 
I  asked  reconsideration  of  the  reference,  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  Council  was  not  going 
to  meet  in  eTecutive  session  today  and  thought  the 
order  might  be  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule 
at  this  time.  I  have  since  been  informed  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  go  into  executive 
session.  So  I  withdraw  my  request  for  reconsidera- 
tion. 

The  matter  stood  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


DEPARTMENT   TRANSFERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  September  7,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  i  transmit  herewith  requests  for 
transfer  from  various  items  in  the  segregated  bud- 
get to  other  items,  in  conformity  with  request  of 
department  heads,  and  respectfully  recommend 
the  approval  of  the  same  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Supply'  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-ll,  Insurance,  to 
the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office  Equipment. 
$14.79. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-28,  Expert  and 
Architect,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office 
Equipment,  $21.21. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-28,  Expert  and 
Architect,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General 
Plant,  $35. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Printing  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  permanent  em- 
ployees and  two  apprentices  at  $7,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  A-3,  unassigned,  $250. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER   FOR   SUPREME   JUDICIAL 

COURT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  7,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  apponded 
communication  from  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  tho 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Supreme  Judicial  Court, 

Boston,  September  6,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The  appropriation  for  this  depart- 
ment to  meet  the  fees  of  auditors,  masters  and 
commissioners  has  been  practically  exhausted  and 
we  need,  approximately,  four  thousand  dollars 
to  carry  us  through  the  rest  of  the  fiscal  year. 
We  also  need  an  appropriation  of  $100  to  meet 
the  expenditures  for  expressage  by  the  Court, 
and  I  would  respectfully  request  appropriations  for 
these  respective  amounts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  F.  Cbonin,  Clerk. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  $2,500  frorruthe  Reserve 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  B-35,  Fees,  Services  of  Venires,  etc.,  and 
$100  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation 
for  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SUBSTITUTE    TRANSFER    ORDER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  7,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  an  order  as  a 
substitute  for  the  order  submitted  at  the  last 
meeting  of  your  honorable  body  which  provided  for 
the  transfer  of  $24,100  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to 
the  Fire  Department,  Alterations  and  Apparatus 
at  Engine  House  No.  19. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $9,445  from 
the  appropriation  for  Footbridge,  Dalton  Street  to 
Boylston  Street,  and  the  sum  of  $14,972.10  from 
the  appropriation  for  House  and  Apparatus,  Parker 
Hill,  to  an  appropriation  for  Engine  House  No.  19, 
Alterations  and  Motor  Apparatus. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Celia  Blotner,  for  compensation  for  damages  by 
a  defective  fence  in  Fort  Hill  square. 

John  Brandt,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  because  of  a  defect  in  Washington  street, 
corner  Union  street,  Brighton. 

Bresnahan  &  Cauley,  for  compensation '  for 
damage  by  sewage  at  117  Massachusetts  avenue. 

E.  H.  Collupy,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  on  the  ferryboat  '  'D.  D.  Kelley." 

Mary  Doyle,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  because  of  a  defect  at  corner  Sutherland 
and  Lanark  roads. 

Frances  B.  Goffin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  by  a  fence  in  Fort  Hill  square. 

Margaret  A.  Holmes,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  clothing  by  street  mud. 

Mrs.  Jennie  F.  Holmes,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  clothing  by  street  mud. 

William  Albert  Hurley,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to 
property  by  the  bursting  of  water  main  in  Court 
street  in  March  or  April,  1916. 

Kadish  Kapelman,  to  be  paid  for  a  plate  glass 
window  at  134  Harold  street  broken  by  city 
employees. 

Patrick  F.  McDonough,  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  53  Alger  street  by  the  tearing  down  of 
adjoining  building. 

A.  Sandler,  for  compensation  for  damages  to 
goods  in  cellar  at  47  Cross  street  by  surface  water. 

Gertrude  M. .  Shanley,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  on  Boston  Common. 

Julius  Shmukler,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  320  Harrison  avenue  by  a  defective  sewer. 

Wolf  Shwartz,  to  be  paid  for  a  boiler  which  buret 
because  of  the  shutting  off  of  water  at  10  Medford 
court. 


W.  P.  Whittemore  Company,  for  compensation 
for  injury  to  a  horse  by  a  defect  in  Dorchester 
avenue. 

Bella  Goldman,  to  be  paid  for  a  boiler  which 
burst  because  of  the  shutting  off  of  water  at  11 
Asylum  street. 

4  Mary  McCarty,  administratrix,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damages  caused  by  the  backing  up  of  a 
sewer  at  6  Douglas  avenue. 

Mrs.  Annie  M.  Muller,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  son  caused  by  his  slipping  on  oily  floor  of 
Florence  Street  Primary  School. 

Frank  G.  Maliff,  for  compensation  for  horse 
blanket  used  by  city  employees  because  of  accident 
in  sewer,  corner  of  E  and  Summer  streets. 

Executive. 
Resnick  &  Ringold,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms 
at  364  Hanover  street,  Ward  5. 


STORAGE  OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  as  follows: 

Killion  Rubber  Company,  keeping  of  naphtha, 
26  Clayton  street,  Dorchester  (two  notices). 

C.  F.  Osman,  keeping  of  gasolene,  83  Columbia 
road. 

Roessle  Brewery,  keeping  of  gasolene,  1250 
Columbus  avenue. 

Estate  of  John  D.  Long,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,   1358  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Kelly-Springfield  Motor  Truck  Company,  keep- 
ing and  sale  of  gasolene,  corner  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  Blandford  street. 

Jerome  E.  Lynch,  keeping  of  gasolene,  94 
Crawford  street. 

Ellen  Kehoe,  keeping  of  gasolene,  52  Dix  street, 
Dorchester. 

Henry  A.  Frost,  11  Frost  avenue,  Dorchester. 

Haffenreffer  &  Co.,  keeping  of  gasolene,  22  and 
24  Germania  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

H.  E.  Blaisdell,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
rear  46  Rexford  street,  Mattapan. 

Martha  W.  Whitney,  keeping  of  gasolene,  82 
Sutherland  road,  Brighton  (three  notices). 

Talbot  Avenue  Auto  Station  (Inc.),  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  270  Talbot  avenue,  Dorchester. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Levi  P.  Fernald. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


COMMUNICATION      FROM     E.     S.     MQRSE 
COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Finance  Commission, 
September  2,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — Herewith  please  find  copy  of  letter 
of  the  Finance  Commission  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
inclosing  copy  of  letter  of  the  E.  S.  Morse  Company, 
accountants. 

Respectfully  yours, 
John  R.  Murphy,  Chairman. 

September  2,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir,- — Statements  have  appeared  in  the  public 
press  as  coming  from  your  Honor,  to  the  effect  that 
the  Finance  Commission  had  made  serious  mis- 
statements in  reference  to  the  savings  accomplished 
by  the  segregated  budget,  in  its  report  to  the  City 
Council  in  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  Council. 
The  Finance  Commission  submits  herewith  to 
your  Honor  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  E.  S.  Morse 
Company,  accountants,  who  checked  up  and  veri- 
fied the  figures  of  the  commission. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 
■    by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Thursday,  September  7,  1916. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Coleman,  Storrow. 

The  Clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting,  viz.: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  2,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

You  are  respectfully  requested  to  assemble  in 
the  City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Thursday, 
September  7,  at  two  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering important  financial  business  which  will 
not  admit  of  further  delay,  and  such  other  business 
a9  may  come  before  the  meeting. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

The  Mayor,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the 
Council,  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  terms  ending  April  30,  1917,  viz.: 

(1.)  Harry  J.  Byrnes,  25  Dracut  street,  Dor- 
chester, to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

(2.)  James  J.  Canniff,  1017  Massachusetts 
avenue,  Arlington,  a  Weigher  of  Beef. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


TRANSFER   FOR  ELECTION 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  31,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners and  respectfully  request  the  adoption 
of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

Boston,  August  30,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — For  voting  purposes  the  recent  divi- 
sion of  the  city  into  new  wards  and  voting  pre- 
cincts goes  into  effect  at  the  State  Primary  to  be 
held  September  26,  1916.  The  voting  precincts  of 
the  city  haye  been  entirely  changed,  and  as  a 
consequence  there  is  widespread  lack  of  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  voters  of  Boston  as  to  what  precinct 
they  now  reside  in  and  as  to  what  polling  place 
they  may  cast  their  ballots. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  Election  Board 
when  a  ward  was  divided  into  new  precincts  to 
notify  each  voter  of  the  ward  of  the  new  precinct 
in  which  he  voted  and  the  location  of  the  polling 
place  therein.  We  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
of  great  benefit  to  the  electorate  of  Boston,  and 
also  a  preventive  of  much  confusion,  to  notify 
each  voter  of  the  city  of  the  precinct  in  which  he 
votes  and  the  location  of  the  polling  place  therein 
by  a  postal  card  printed  substantially  as  follows: 

Your  polling  place  is 

BLACKINTONJ  SCHOOL,   LEYDEN   STREET, 

Ward  1,  Precinct  1. 

Respectfully, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners. 
The  cost  of  purchasing,  printing  and  directing 
said    postals   would    be   approximately    $1,515.50, 
itemized  as  follows: 

110,000  postals $1,100  00 

Printing 223  00 

Directing 192  50 

Total $1,515  50 


We  recommend  that  a  transfer  be  made  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  authorizing  the  Election  Com- 
missioners to  perform  this  work.  Any  notifica- 
tion to  the  voters  of  the  city  of  this  character 
should,  of  course,  be  sent  before  the  day  of  the 
State  Primary. 

Respectfully, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners. 
J.  M.  Minton, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1895,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1,515.50  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Election 
Department,  as  follows: 

B-2,  110,000  postals $1,100  00 

B-l,  Printing 223  00 

B-29,  Addressing 192  50 

Total $1,515  50 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  BALLANTYNE  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  move  reconsideration  of  the 
reference  of  the  order  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  Election  Department.  (After  a  pause.)  When 
I  asked  reconsideration  of  the  reference,  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  Council  was  not  going 
to  meet  in  eTecutive  session  today  and  thought  the 
order  might  be  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule 
at  this  time.  I  have  since  been  informed  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  go  into  executive 
session.  So  I  withdraw  my  request  for  reconsidera- 
tion. 

The  matter  stood  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


DEPARTMENT   TRANSFERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  7,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  requests  for 
transfer  from  various  items  in  the  segregated  bud- 
get to  other  items,  in  conformity  with  request  of 
department  heads,  and  respectfully  recommend 
the  approval  of  the  same  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Supply  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-ll,  Insurance,  to 
the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office  Equipment, 
$14.79. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-28,  Expert  and 
Architect,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office 
Equipment,  $21.21. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-28,  Expert  and 
Architect,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General 
Plant,  $35. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Printing  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  permanent  em- 
ployees and  two  apprentices  at  $7,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  A-3,  unassigned,  $250. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER  FOR   SUPREME   JUDICIAL 

COURT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  7,  1910. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  appended 
communication  from  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
Jame8  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


249 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Supreme  Judicial  Court, 

Boston,  September  6,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The  appropriation  for  this  depart- 
ment to  meet  the  fees  of  auditors,  masters  and 
commissioners  has  been  practically  exhausted  and 
we  need,  approximately,  four  thousand  dollars 
to- carry  us  through  the  rest  of  the  fiscal  year. 
We  also  need  an  appropriation  of  $100  to  meet 
the  expenditures  for  expressage  by  the  Court, 
and  I  would  respectfully  request  appropriations  for 
these  respective  amounts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  F.  Ckonin,  Clerk. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  $2,500  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  B-35,  Fees,  Services  of  Venires,  etc.,  and 
$100  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation 
for  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SUBSTITUTE    TRANSFER    ORDER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  7,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  an  order  as  a 
substitute  for  the  order  submitted  at  the  last 
meeting  of  your  honorable  body  which  provided  for 
the  transfer  of  $24,100  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to 
the  Fire  Department,  Alterations  and  Apparatus 
at  Engine  House  No.  19. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $9,445  from 
the  appropriation  for  Footbridge,  Dalton  Street  to 
Boylston  Street,  and  the  sum  of  $14,972.10  from 
the  appropriation  for  House  and  Apparatus,  Parker 
Hill,  to  an  appropriation  for  Engine  House  No.  19, 
Alterations  and  Motor  Apparatus. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Celia  Blotner,  for  compensation  for  damages  by 
a  defective  fence  in  Fort  Hill  square. 

John  Brandt,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  because  of  a  defect  in  Washington  street, 
corner  Union  street,  Brighton. 

Bresnahan  &  Cauley,  for  compensation  for 
damage  by  sewage  at  117  Massachusetts  avenue. 

E.  H.  Collupy,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  on  the  ferryboat  '  'D.  D.  Kelley." 

Mary  Doyle,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  because  of  a  defect  at  corner  Sutherland 
and  Lanark  roads. 

Frances  B.  Goffin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  by  a  fence  in  Fort  Hill  square. 

Margaret  A.  Holmes,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  clothing  by  street  mud. 

Mrs.  Jennie  F.  Holmes,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  clothing  by  street  mud. 

William  Albert  Hurley,  to  be  paid  for  damage  to 
property  by  the  bursting  of  water  main  in  Court 
street  in  March  or  April,  1916. 

Kadish  Kapelman,  to  be  paid  for  a  plate  glass 
window  at  134  Harold  street  broken  by  city 
employees. 

Patrick  F.  McDonough,  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  53  Alger  street  by  the  tearing  down  of 
adjoining  building. 

A.  Sandler,  for  compensation  for  damages  to 
goods  in  cellar  at  47  Cross  street  by  surface  water. 

Gertrude  M.  Shanley,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  on  Boston  Common. 

Julius  Shmukler,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  320  Harrison  avenue  by  a  defective  sewer. 

Wolf  Shwartz,  to  be  paid  for  a  boiler  which  burst 
because  of  the  shutting  off  of  water  at  10  Medford 
court. 


W.  P.  Whittemore  Company,  for  compensation 
for  injury  to  a  horse  by  a  defect  in  Dorchester 
avenue. 

Bella  Goldman,  to  be  paid  for  a  boiler  which 
burst  because  of  the  shutting  off  of  water  at  11 
Asylum  street. 

Mary  McCarty,  administratrix,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damages  caused  by  the  backing  up  of  a 
sewer  at  6  Douglas  avenue. 

Mrs.  Annie  M.  Muller,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  son  caused  by  his  slipping  on  oily  floor  of 
Florence  Street  Primary  School. 

Frank  G.  Maliff,  for  compensation  for  horse 
blanket  used  by  city  employees  because  of  accident 
in  sewer,  corner  of  E  and  Summer  streets. 

Executive. 
Resnick  &  Ringold,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms 
at  364  Hanover  street,  Ward  5. 


STORAGE  OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

.  Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  as  follows: 

Killion  Rubber  Company,  keeping  of  naphtha, 
26  Clayton  street,  Dorchester  (two  notices). 

C.  F.  Osman,  keeping  of  gasolene,  83  Columbia 
road. 

Roessle  Brewery,  keeping  of  gasolene,  1250 
Columbus  avenue. 

Estate  of  John  D.  Long,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,    1358   Commonwealth   avenue. 

Kelly-Springfield  Motor  Truck  Company,  keep- 
ing and  sale  of  gasolene,  corner  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  Blandford  street. 

Jerome  E.  Lynch,  keeping  of  gasolene,  94 
Crawford  street. 

Ellen  Kehoe,  keeping  of  gasolene,  52  Dix  street, 
Dorchester. 

Henry  A.  Frost,  11  Frost  avenue,  Dorchester. 

Haffenreffer  &  Co.,  keeping  of  gasolene,  22  and 
24  Germania  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

H.  E.  Blaisdell,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
rear  46  Rexford  street,  Mattapan. 

Martha  W.  Whitney,  keeping  of  gasolene,  82 
Sutherland  road,  Brighton  (three  notices). 

Talbot  Avenue  Auto  Station  (Inc.),  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  270  Talbot  avenue,  Dorchester. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Levi  P.  Fernald- 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


COMMUNICATION      FROM     E.     S.     MORSE 
COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Finance  Commission, 
September  2,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — Herewith  please  find  copy  of  letter 
of  the  Finance  Commission  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
inclosing  copy  of  letter  of  the  E.  S.  Morse  Company, 
accountants. 

Respectfully  yours, 
John  R.  Murphy,  Chairman. 

September  2,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — Statements  have  appeared  in  the  public 
press  as  coming  from  your  Honor,  to  the  effect  that 
the  Finance  Commission  had  made  serious  mis- 
statements in  reference  to  the  savings  accomplished 
by  the  segregated  budget,  in  its  report  to  the  City 
Council  in  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  Council. 
The  Finance  Commission  submits  herewith  to 
your  Honor  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  E.  S.  Morse 
Company,  accountants,  who  checked  up  and  veri- 
fied the  figures  of  the  commission. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 


SEPTEMBER    7,    1916. 
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Boston,  August  20,  1916. 
Hon.  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman  Boston  Finance  Commission, 

Dear  Sir, — On  March  1,  when  the  Mayor  sub- 
mitted his  original  budget,  his  finding  was  that 
the  total  need  of  appropriation  for  the  year  was 
$15,141,801.39  and  that  the  available  money  from 
revenue  and  taxes  was  the  same  amount.  In 
this  amount  there  was  only  $100,000  for  new 
streets  and  unless  the  City  Council  reduced  the 
budget  there  would  be  nothing  left  for  any  needs 
which  might  be  later  discovered. 

On  July  1  the  Mayor  and  his  department  heads 
found  that  new  needs,  which  were  unknown  at 
the  first  of  the  year,  amounted  to  $243,862.20. 

If  the  Council  had  not,  between  March  1  and 
July  1,  cut  the  budget  to  this  or  a  greater  extent, 
the  new  needs  being  absolutely  necessary  (as  the 
Mayor,  department  heads,  Finance  Commission 
staff  and  City  Council  agreed  in  the  supplemen- 
tary budget),  money  would  have  to  be  found  to 
cover  them.  The  history  of  the  budget  has  re- 
vealed only  two  places  where  this  $243,862.20 
could  be  obtained;  one  was  by  the  transfer  of 
$100,000  from  the  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment's regular  appropriation  (which  would  be 
made  up  to  the  department  later  on  by  transfer 
of  Parkman  Fund  income),  and  the  other  was  the 
ten  cent  addition  to  the  tax  limit  given  by  the 
Legislature  of  1916. 

These  two  sources  would  have  given  $253,802  or 
$9,939.80  more  than  enough  to  meet  the  needs 
that  were  not  unfolded  by  the  Mayor  to  the  City 
Council  previous  to  July  1.  This  would  have 
left  only  the  $100,000  of  the  Mayor's  original 
budget,  Paving  Service,  as  appropriation  for  streets 
plus  the  $9,939.80  above  shown,  or  a  total  of 
$109,939.80. 

However,   as   the   result   of  the   City   Council's 
reductions  in  the  Mayor's  original  budget,  appro- 
priations   from    various    sources,     amounting    to 
$525,513.35,  are  now  available  for  streets. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Edwin  S.  Moese  Company, 

by  Edwin  S.  Moese, 

President. 

Placed  on  file. 


RECESS. 
The  Council  voted  at  2.38  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  President.  The  members  of  the 
Council  reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  and 
were  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  3.48  p.  m. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  1  to  12,  inclusive,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  2,  1916,  viz.: 

1.  Timothy  E.  Moran,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods 
for  the  Eastern  Metal  and  Refining  Company. 

2.  Patrick  H.  Ryder  and  Joseph  C.  Bridgman, 
to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

3.  Denis  Lowney,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal,  a 
Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery,  a 
Measurer  of  Grain,  a  Weigher  of  Beef,  a  Measurer 
of  Wood  and  Bark,  an  Inspector  of  Pressed  or 
Bundled  Hay  and  Straw  and  a  Weigher  of  Goods  for 
the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad. 

Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  28,  1916,  viz.: 

4.  George  L.  Gilbert,  William  A.  Kelley, 
Edward  J.  McCormick,  Almerindo  Sarno  and 
Henry  A.  Shine,  to  be  Constables  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

5.  Charles  A.  Crane  and  James  R.  Taylor,  to 
be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

6.  F.  H.  Harding,  Jr.,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal 
and  a  Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery. 

7.  William  P.  Frost,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal 
and  a  Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark. 

8.  Eugene  McLean,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods 
for  Nash  &  Hopkins. 

9.  Robert  J.  Bustead,  to  be  a  Measurer  of 
Leather. 

10.  Clarence  A.  Wentworth  and  Joseph  D. 
Beasley,  to  bo  Inspectors  of  Pressed  or  Bundled 
Hay  and  Straw. 

11.  Fred  M.  Churchill,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal, 
a  Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery  and  a 
Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Walworth  Manufacturing 
Company 


12.  Vincent  F.  Kodad,  to  be  an  Inspector  of 
Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  and  Straw,  a  Measurer  of 
Grain,  a  Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery, 
a  Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark,  a  Weigher  of  Coal 
and  a  Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Supply  Depart- 
ment of  the  Boston  Navy  Yard. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— Coun.  Attridge  and  Collins.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  5,  yeas  5,  and  the  several  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


FINAL  ACTION   ON   VARIOUS   MONEY   ' 
ORDERS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  in  rotation  Nos.  13 
to  20,  unfinished  business,  viz.: 

13.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $125,000  be 
appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Commissioners  for  a  neighborhood 
playground  for  small  children  in  the  district 
bounded  by  Castle,  Washington,  Dover  and  Tre- 
mont  streets,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  hereby  authorized  to  i_ssue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city 
to  said  amount. 

On  August  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

14.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  ($15,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings  for  plans  and  tempo- 
rary quarters  for  police  station  in  Court  square,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  loan  order  ap- 
proved March  16,  1915,  appropriating  $150,000 
towards  the  expense  of  erecting  and  furnishing  a 
police  station  and  school  administration  building, 
and  not  yet  issued,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
rescinded. 

On  August  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

15.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $39,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Fire 
Commissioner  for  remodeling  of  old  Municipal 
Court  Building  on  Dorchester  street  to  accommo- 
date Ladder  Company  No.  5,  and  remodeling 
house  of  Engine  Company  No.  1  adjoining,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

On  August  2,  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

16.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $22,500  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Fire 
Commissioner  for  the  remodeling  of  house  of  Engine 
No.  8,  Salem  street,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

On  August  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

17.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  for  purchase  of  site, 
plans  and  construction  of  fire  station  in  the  Read- 
ville  section  of  Hyde  Park,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  August  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

18.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $2,500 
from  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Building, 
City  Square,  to  the  appropriation  for  Police  Station, 
Dorchester. 

On  August  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

19.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  lie  and 
hereby  in  authorized  to  transfer  the  sun;  ol  si, .mid 
from  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Building, 
City  Square,  to  the  appropriation  for  Municipal 
Building,  lioslindale. 

On  July  26  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once  and 
passed,  yeas  0,  nays  0. 
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20.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction 
the  building  and  land  formerly  occupied  b  y  the 
Police  Department  and  known  as  Station  No.  7, 
East  Boston,  at  an  upset  price  of  not  less  than 
twelve  thousand  dollars,  and  upon  such  sale  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  hereby  authorized  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  city  and  by  an  instrument 
satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department  to  convey 
said  property  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
thereof. 

On  August  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  voted  on  separately,  given 
their  final  readings,  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Resnick  &  Ringold 
(referred  today)  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  364  Hanover  street,  Ward  5 — that  per- 
mit be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred  to- 
day),   communication    and    order   from    Clerk    of 


Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  transfer  of  $2,500  for 
said  court — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred  to- 
day)^ communication  and  order  of  $1,515.50  from 
Election  Department  for  transfer  for  said  depart- 
ment— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  years  6,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred 
August  28),  communication  from  assistant  medical 
examiner  and  order  for  transfer  of  $90 — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  August  28)  for  transfer  of  $25,000  for 
granolithic  sidewalks — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun  COLLINS  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 


Adjourned  at  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  meet  on  Thursday, 
September  14,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 


SEPTEMBER    7,    1916. 
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Boston,  August  20,  1916.  . 
Hon.  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman  Boston  Finance  Commission, 

Dear  Sir, — -On  March  1,  when  the  Mayor  sub- 
mitted his  original  budget,  his  rinding  was  that 
the  total  need  of  appropriation  for  the  year  was 
$15,141,801.39  and  that  the  available  money  from 
revenue  and  taxes  was  the  same  amount.  In 
this  amount  there  was  only  $100,000  for  new 
streets  and  unless  the  City  Council  reduced  the 
budget  there  would  be  nothing  left  for  any  needs 
which  might  be  later  discovered. 

On  July  1  the  Mayor  and  his  department  heads 
found  that  new  needs,  which  were  unknown  at 
the  first  of  the  year,  amounted  to  $243,862.20. 

If  the  Council  had  not,  between  March  1  and 
July  1,  cut  the  budget  to  this  or  a  greater  extent, 
the  new  needs  being  absolutely  necessary  (as  the 
Mayor,  department  heads,  Finance  Commission 
staff  and  City  Council  agreed  in  the  supplemen- 
tary budget),  money  would  have  to  be  found  to 
cover  them.  The  history  of  the  budget  has  re- 
vealed only  two  places  where  this  $243,862.20 
could  be  obtained;  one  was  by  the  transfer  of 
$100,000  from  the  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment's regular  appropriation  (which  would  be 
made  up  to  the  department  later  on  by  transfer 
of  Parkman  Fund  income),  and  the  other  was  the 
ten  cent  addition  to  the  tax  limit  given  by  the 
Legislature  of  1916. 

These  two  sources  would  have  given  $253,802  or 
$9,939r.80  more  than  enough  to  meet  the  needs 
that  were  not  unfolded  by  the  Mayor  to  the  City 
Council  previous  to  July  1.  This  would  have 
left  only  the  $100,000  of  the  Mayor's  original 
budget,  Paving  Service,  as  appropriation  for  streets 
plus  the  $9,939.80  above  shown,  or  a  total  of 
$109,939.80. 

However,    as  the   result   of  the   City  Council's 
reductions  in  the  Mayor's  original  budget,  appro- 
priations   from    various    sources,     amounting    to 
$525,513.35,  are  now  available  for  streets. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Edwin  S.  Morse  Company, 

by  Edwin  S.  Morse, 

President. 

Placed  on  file. 


RECESS. 
The  Council  voted  at  2.38  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  President.  The  members  of  the 
Council  reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  and 
were  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  3.48  p.  m. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  1  to  12,  inclusive,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  2,  1916,  viz.: 

1.  Timothy  E.  Moran,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods 
for  the  Eastern  Metal  and  Refining  Company. 

2.  Patrick  H.  Ryder  and  Joseph  C.  Bridgman, 
to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

3.  Denis  Lowney,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal,  a 
Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery,  a 
Measurer  of  Grain,  a  Weigher  of  Beef,  a  Measurer 
of  Wood  and  Bark,  an  Inspector  of  Pressed  or 
Bundled  Hay  and  Straw  and  a  Weigher  of  Goods  for 
the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad. 

Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  28,  1916,  viz.: 

4.  George  L.  Gilbert,  William  A.  Kelley, 
Edward  J.  McCormick,  Almerindo  Sarno  and 
Henry  A.  Shine,  to  be  Constables  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

5.  Charles  A.  Crane  and  James  R.  Taylor,  to 
be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

6.  F.  H.  Harding,  Jr.,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal 
and  a  Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery. 

7.  William  P.  Frost,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal 
and  a  Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark. 

8.  Eugene  McLean,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods 
for  Nash  &  Hopkins. 

9.  Robert  J.  Bustead,  to-be  a  Measurer  of 
Leather. 

10.  Clarence  A.  Wcntworth  and  Joseph  D. 
Beasley,  to  be  Inspectors  of  Pressed  or  Bundled 
Hay  and  Straw. 

11.  Fred  M.  Churchill,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal, 
a  Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery  and  a 
Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Walworth  Manufacturing 
Company 


12.  Vincent  F.  Kodad,  to  be  an  Inspector  of 
Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  and  Straw,  a  Measurer  of 
Grain,  a  Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery, 
a  Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark,  a  Weigher  of  Coal 
and  a  Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Supply  Depart- 
ment of  the  Boston  Navy  Yard. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— Coun.  Attridge  and  Collins.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  5,  yeas  5,  and  the  several  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


FINAL   ACTION   ON   VARIOUS   MONEY 
ORDERS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  in  rotation  Nos.  13 
to  20,  unfinished  business,  viz.: 

13.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $125,000  be 
appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Commissioners  for  a  neighborhood 
playground  for  small  children  in  the  district 
bounded  by  Castle,  Washington,  Dover  and  Tre- 
mont  streets,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  hereby  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city 
to  said  amount. 

On  August  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

14.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  ($15,000)  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings  for  plans  and  tempo- 
rary quarters  for  police  station  in  Court  square,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates    of    indebtedness    of   the    city   to    said 

■  amount. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  loan  order  ap- 
proved March  16,  1915,  appropriating  $150,000 
towards  the  expense  of  erecting  and  furnishing  a 
police  station  and  school  administration  building, 
and  not  yet  issued,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
rescinded. 

On  August  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

.  15.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $39,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Fire 
Commissioner  for  remodeling  of  old  Municipal 
Court  Building  on  Dorchester  street  to  accommo- 
date Ladder  Company  No.  5,  and  remodeling 
house  of  Engine  Company  No.  1  adjoining,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

On  August  2,  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

16.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $22,500  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Fire 
Commissioner  for  the  remodeling  of  house  of  Engine 
No.  8,  Salem  street,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

On  August  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

17.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  for  purchase  of  site, 
plans  and  construction  of  fire  station  in  the  Read- 
ville  section  of  Hyde  Park,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  August  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

18.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  S2.500 
from  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Building, 
City  Square,  to  the  appropriation  for  Police  Station, 
Dorchester. 

On  August  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  onco 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

19.  Ordered,  Dial  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  I  S!i:;  the  City  Auditor  l.o  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1,500 
from  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Building. 
City  Square,  to  the  appropriation  for  Municipal 
Building,  lioslindale. 

On  July  26  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once  and 
passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 


251 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


20.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction 
the  building  and  land  formerly  occupied  b  y  the 
Police  Department  and  known  as  Station  No.  7, 
East  Boston,  at  an  upset  price  of  not  less  than 
twelve  thousand  dollars,  and  upon  such  sale  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  hereby  authorized  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  city  and  by  an  instrument 
satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department  to  convey 
said  property  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
thereof. 

On  August  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  voted  on  separately,  given 
their  final  readings,  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Resnick  &  Ringold 
(referred  today)  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  364  Hanover  street,  Ward  5 — that  per- 
mit be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred  to- 
day),   communication    and    order   from   Clerk    of 


Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  transfer  of  $2,500  for 
said  court— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred  to- 
day), communication  and  order  of  $1,515.50  from 
Election  Department  for  transfer  for  said  depart- 
ment— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  years  6,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred 
August  28),  communication  from  assistant  medical 
examiner  and  order  for  transfer  of  $90 — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  August  28)  for  transfer  of  $25,000  for 
granolithic  sidewalks — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun  COLLINS  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 


Adjourned  at  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  meet  on  Thursday, 
September  14,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  Ci 


Thursday,  September  14,  1916. 
Meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  President 
HAGAN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members  present. 


JURORS    DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court,  First 
Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  October  2,  1916: 

Frank  La  Bree,  Ward  25;  Herman  W.  Eohn, 
Ward  23;  Frank  C.  Davenport,  Ward  20;  John  M. 
Flvnn,  Ward  24;  Emil  Schmale,  Ward  19;  John  J. 
Costello,  Ward  20;  Robert  E.  Thompson,  Ward  25; 
Benjamin  Grossman,  Ward  1;  Henry  M.  Fille- 
brown,  Ward  24;  Arthur  Perry,  Ward  11;  George 
•W.  Farrar,  Ward  19;  David  Smith,  Ward  9; 
Bernard  J.  Quinn,  Ward  19;  Otto  Keller,  Ward  22; 
Francis  J.  Riley,  Ward  20;  Max  Zeigler,  Ward  19; 
Clarence  Gosselin,  Ward  12;  Warren  F.  Clark, 
Ward  20;  Charles  L.  Anderson,  Ward  21;  Charles 
J.  Goodale,  Ward  24;  William  H.  Bodfish,  Ward  26; 
Oscar  C.  Smith,  Ward  26;  Henry  W.  Cook,  Ward 
24;  Oscar  A.  Pendleton,  Ward  14;  Robert  J. 
Lyons,  Ward  19;  Daniel  E.  Shaw,  Ward  23;  Jacob 
C.  Irindauer,  Ward  19;  James  M.  Brightman, 
Ward  5;  Daniel  J.  Horgan,  Ward  1;  Michael  J. 
Dailev,  Ward  13;  Thomas  Sherlock,  Ward  17; 
Fred  Oedel,  Ward  4;  Melzar  F.  H.  Stone,  Ward  17; 
Seymour  R.  Coffin,  Ward  1;  Michael  F.  Shea, 
Ward  26;  Simon  Steinberg,  Ward  18;  George  L. 
Bell,  Ward  16;  Peter  Burke,  Ward  21;  Chester  E. 
Kendrick,  Ward  23;  George  S.  Nickerson,  Ward  1. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Second  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  October 
2,  1916: 

Cornelius  Keefe,  Ward  10;  James  Hedtler, 
Ward  26;  Charles  H.  Pugsley,  Ward  12;  Ralph 
G.Stebbins,  Ward  25;  Samuel  Steinberg,  Ward  18; 
Bernard  J.  McMorrow,  Ward  20;  James  C.  Emer- 
son, Ward  24;  Leverett  Bradley,  Ward  11;  Edward 
A.  Davies,  Ward  25;  David  A.  Cohen,  Ward  25 
Arthur  F.  Clark,  Ward  26;  George  C.  DeVoe 
Ward  24;  Richard  Brock,  Ward  25;  James  S 
Quigley,  Ward  13;  George  Alexander  McKenna 
Ward  16;  Paul  Ginsberg,  "Ward  21;  Joseph  G 
Kelley,  Ward  16;  William  A.  Plummer,  Ward  24 
George  P.  Rupert,  Ward  23;  Frederick  W.  Faller. 
Ward  17;  Herman  D.  Collins,  Ward  24;  Jeremiah 
F.  Driscoll,  Ward  21;  John  P.  Coady,  Ward  26 
William  F.  Finlayson,  Ward  25;  Robert  Y.  Mc- 
intosh, Ward  25;  Edward  J.  Brennan,  Ward  15 
Jacob  Haeberle,  Ward  22;  James  H.  Ferguson 
Ward  24;  Walter  F.  Bernard,  Ward  21;  Charles 
A.  Haigh,  Ward  23;  John  F.  Murphy,  Ward  16 
Richard  J.  Kennedy,  Ward  22;  Jeremiah  F 
Fouhey,  Ward  22;  Henry  D.  Murray,  Ward  20 
David  A.  Aratta,  Ward  6;  Thomas  E.  Mullen 
Ward  17;  Timothy  Carney,  Ward  17;  John  Forst 
Ward  22;  Timothy  Cronin,  Ward  23;  Theodore  A 
Glynn,  Ward  17. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  October 
2,  l!)lli: 

Jacob  B.  Bruce,  Ward  25;  Harold  E.  Stuart, 
Ward  20;  John  J.  Murphv,  Ward  13;  OIL.  T, 
Kraft,  Ward  25;  Edward  Doran,  Ward  20;  Fred- 
erick T.  Keefe,  Ward  24;  Waldo  J.  Stokes,  Ward  23; 
John  W.  Shanley,  Ward  16;  Allen  Ii.  Pierce, 
Ward  10;  Elmer  E.  Carpenter,  Ward  10;  Patrick 
McCauley,  Ward  19;  Francis  M.  Burns,  Ward  26; 
Joseph  E.  Laycock,  Ward  9;  James  W.  McNamara, 
Ward  24;  James  J.  Flanagan,  Ward  12;  Herman 
W.  Kreppel,  Ward  23;  William  H.  Condry,  Ward 

24;  John  J.  Brady,  Ward   17;  Willi T,  Eaton, 

Ward  22;  James  S.  Roberts,  Ward  26;  Ralph  G. 
McCobb,  Ward  18;  Edwin  F.  Hovey,   Ward  25; 


Philip  C.  Kenyon,  Ward  26;  Charles  J.  Wilde, 
Ward  16;  William  H.  Mogan,  Ward  1;  Arthur 
McCann,  Ward  20;  Charles  N.  Kimball,  Ward  4; 
Henry  Strupney,  Ward  3;  William  E.  Richards, 
Ward  24;  Alexander  F.  Bianco,  Ward  6;  Peter 
McEachran,  Ward  2;  William  T.  Davern,  Ward  16; 
John  J.  Harris,  Ward  21;  William  A.  Armour, 
Ward  17;  Joseph  E.  Murphy,  Ward  17;  John  A. 
Lindquist,  Ward  10;  Henry  F.  Malley,  Ward  19; 
Walter  J.  Gardner,  Ward  21;  Stephen  Dondero, 
Ward  6;  Cornelius  J.  Donohue,  Ward  2. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  October 
2,  1916: 

Samuel  Henderson,  Ward  22;  Hatsuld  B.  Free- 
man, Ward  16;  Henry  G.  Littig,  Ward  19;  Joseph 
P.  Mullen,  Ward  13;  Joseph  A.  Crane,  Ward  4; 
Ernest  W.  Osborne,  Ward  20;  Harrv  Chase,  Ward 
24;  Joseph  G.  L.  Lahive,  Ward  16;  Herbert  G. 
Burke,  Ward  9;  Henry  C.  Badger,  Ward  1;  William 
Porter,  Ward  5;  Barnard  Wessling,  Ward  17; 
George  W.  Brooks,  Ward  26;  John  J.  Dolan,  Ward 
19;  James  W. "Peters,  Ward  16;  Frank  M.  Peck, 
Ward  25;  William  J.  Troy,  Ward  19;  Willis  Tux- 
bury,  Ward  22;  Robert  W.  Harrington,  Ward  1; 
John  F.  Maloney,  Ward  24;  Frank  H.  Staton,. 
Ward  23;  Frank  J.  Porter,  Ward  16;  Charles  F. 
Hamblin,  Ward  25;  Joseph  Clark,  Ward  19; 
Louis  Bower,  Ward  2;  John  J.  Mclntvre,  Ward  19; 
Patrick  M.  O'Brien,  Ward  23;  Wesley  D.  Car- 
michael,  Ward  17;  Thomas  J.  C.  Bell,  Ward  12; 
Pearl  B.  Lyon,  Ward  17;  Joseph  D.  Snell,  Ward  24; 
Courtland  J.  B.  Boden,  Ward  20;  George  F. 
Richardson,  Ward  14;  William  Pierce,  Ward  21; 
Walter  H.  Purdy,  Ward  21;  Gustaf  F.  Elcfson, 
Ward  IS;  Lawrence  A.  Henchey,  Ward  4;  Edgar 
W.  Vincent,  Ward  24;  Augustus  G:  Nowlin,  'W  ard 
15;  William  J.  Beaty,  Ward  22. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  October 
2,  1916: 

William  H.  Burke,  Ward  21;  James  P.  Hoar, 
Ward  14;  Thomas  J.  O'Connell,  Ward  18;  George 
W.  Blake,  Ward  20;  Michael  E.  Rountree,  Ward  4; 
Andrew  J.  Granara,  Ward  6;  Benjamin  Creuber, 
Ward  11;  Simon  Burman,  Ward  21;  Fred  A. 
Rich,  Ward  26;  Herbert  E.  Ellis,  WaTd  26;  Jere- 
miah F.  Sullivan,  Ward  5;  John  I.  Gibbons,  Ward 
12;  Emil  S.  Schriftgiesser,  Ward  22;  Augustus 
McGovern,  Ward  25;  Michael  J.  Manning,  Ward 
19;  Patrick  J.  Galvin,  Ward  24;  Joseph  D.  Cotter, 
Ward  19;  Louis  J.  Frank,  Ward  20;  G.  Walter 
Miller,  Ward  24;  Carleton  H.  Barclay,  Wrard  11; 
John  R.  Williams,  Ward  22;  Antonio  Alterisio, 
Ward  2;  Stephen  E.  Lowe,  Ward  16;  Samuel  N. 
Braman,  Ward  11;  James  E.  Hayes,  Ward  20; 
Harry  A.  Howe,  Ward  12;  Ernest  H.  Thompson, 
Ward  1;  Louis  C.  Kendall,  Ward  21;  Fred  M. 
Hartin,  Ward  19;  William  J.  Dwver,  Ward  14; 
William  B.  D.  Flint,  Ward  25;  William  A.  Fix, 
Ward  16;  Frnnk  J.  O'Neil,  Ward  IS;  Julius  Gros- 
berg,  Ward  8;  William  A.  Witherspoon,  Ward  11; 
John  Welch,  Ward  13;  Joseph  F.  Donovan,  Ward 
16;  Walter  G.  Dennison,  Ward  25;  Henry  L.  Nye, 
Ward  24;  Albert  D.  Newton,  Ward  1. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court. 
Sixth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  October 
2,  1916: 

G.  Clifford  Cobham,  Ward  20;  Hyman  J.  Sperber, 
Ward  20;  Herbert  Taylor,  Ward  20;  Max  P.  O. 
Kretschmer,  Ward  26;  Frank  E.  Walter,  Ward  2; 
Joseph  W.  Coffey,  Ward  23;  Harris  Ratick,  Ward  S; 
Albert  W.  Meyers,  Ward  14;  Michael  Sullivan, 
Ward  12;  Walter  H.  Snow,  Ward  17;  Benjamin 
O.  Churchill,  Ward  5;  Thomas  Nutile,  Waid  6; 
Frederick  W.  Vorck,  Ward  23;  Thomas  J.  Gil- 
bride,  Ward  5;  Edward  S.  Stevens,  Ward  13; 
George  II-  Stanton,  Ward  19:  Dennis  Haggerty, 
Ward  IS;  James  A.  Hampston,  Ward  16;  William 
S.  Townscnd,  Ward  11;  Joseph  J.  Howard, 
Ward  2;  John  P.  Clark,  Ward  24;  Thomas  E. 
Creaney,  Ward  20;  Gustav  Martin,  Ward  11: 
Frank  I,  Barry,  Ward  6:  Harris  Flax,  Ward  S; 
Joseph  I,.  Burke,  Ward  13;  Matthew  J,  Coleman, 
Ward  5;  William  l|.  Sprague,  Ward  24;  Horace  .1 
Phipps,  Ward  25;  Henry  E.  Jenkins,  Ward  26; 
William  .1.  Crishbaum,  Ward  17;  Patrick  J.  Murphy, 

Ward    13;    William    MrNainara.    Waul    12;    .lames 

\.  Barry,  Ward  20;  S.  Parkman  Shaw,  Jr.,  Ward  1 1 ; 
Charles  It.  Currier,  Ward  23;  Richard  Davis, 
Waul  25;  Daniel  J.  Thompson,  Ward  10;  Richard 

.1.  Mitchell,  Ward  25;  Edward  Hugh  Logan, 
Ward  14. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Seventh  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  October 
2,  1916: 

John  J.  Morrissey,  Ward  15;  Thomas  F.  Dear- 
born, Ward  17;  Henry  A.  E.  Milner,  Ward  24; 
William  H.  Corbett,  Ward  20;  John  J.  Curran, 
Ward  24;  Walter  S.  Weaver,  Ward  24;  Albert, 
Besson,  Ward  16;  Robert  H.  Wade,  Ward  20; 
Laurence  W.  Mitchell,  Ward  10;  Albert  G.  Boles, 
Ward  9;  Martin  J.  Ryan,  Ward  19;  Joseph  C. 
Dillon,  Ward  1;  John  B.  Larson,  Ward  18;  James  J. 
Twig",  Ward  25;  Duncan  Livingstone,  Ward  1; 
William  H.  Keane,  Ward  17;  Michael  H.  McGurn, 
Ward  12;  Jacob  Bross,  Ward  22;  Arthur  H.  James, 
Ward  14;  Joseph  P.  Keogh,  Ward  22;  Fred  H. 
Standish,  Ward  23;  Charles  H.  Castor,  Ward  3; 
Thomas  W.  Greenall,  Ward  12;  William  S.  Dundas, 
Ward  23;  Patrick  J.  Cullen,  Ward  17;  Henry 
Lenz,  Ward  26;  Robert  Hyde,  Ward  3;  Frank  J. 
Jackson,  Ward  24;  Edward  J.  Dowling,  Ward  15; 
Michael  J.  Connelly,  Ward  1;  Thomas  J.  Galvin, 
Ward  18;  Charles  H.  Coleman,  Ward  18;  Hanson 
E.  Hunewill,  Wrard  16;  George  W.  McEnany, 
Ward  9;  Cornelius  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  14;  William 
T.  Brown,  Ward  1;  Patrick  T.  O'Hearn,  Ward  14; 
Michael  H.  O'Connell,  Ward  12;  Harry  J.  Burrows, 
Ward  24;  George  Nylund,  Ward  24. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
terms  ending  April  30,  1917: 

1.  George  F.  Murphy,  130  Brooks  street, 
East  Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy 
Machinery. 

2.  Arthur  L.  Fish,  65  Marshall  street,  Water- 
town,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


MONEY  FOR  OVERSEERS  OF  THE 
POOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed  com- 
munication from  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor ,  re- 
questing an  additional  sum  in  the  amount  of  $35,000 
for  dependent  aid,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

September  8,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, — I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  appropriation  for  "Care  of  Dependents 
(F-9)"  has  been  entirely  drawn  and  all  cash  on 
hand  will  have  been  disbursed  by  September  16. 
In  view  of  this  condition  it  is  imperative  that 
funds  be  made  available  before  September  16  in 
order  that  this  department  may  be  able  to  con- 
tinue to  carry  out  the  duties  imposed  upon  it  by 
statute,  in  relation  to  the  care  of  dependents 
other  than  dependent  mothers. 

For  this  item  (F-9)  the  department  asked  for 
an  appropriation  of  $229,450,  which  was  reduced 
to  $149,931.79  by  your  Honor,  and  was  passed  by 
the  City  Council  as  submitted  to  them.  To  date 
there  has  been  charged  against  this  appropriation 
$149,921.44.  On  August  31  the  department  was 
directly  aiding  1,654  cases  other  than  mothers' 
aid  cases.  To  these  cases  must  be  added  numer- 
ous burials  and  cases  charged  to  Boston  by  other 
cities  and  towns. 

If  the  demands  on  the  department  continue  in 
the  same  proportion  during  the  remaining  months 
of  the  year  as  during  the  past  months,  the  depart- 
ment will  need  approximately  $75,000  under  this 
item. 

Yours  respectfully, 
William  P.  Fowler,  Chairman'. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $35,000  from  the 


Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Over- 
seeing of  the  Poor  Department — F.-9,  Care  of 
Dependents. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER  OF  MONEY  TO  FIRE  COMMIS- 
SIONER, FIRE  STATION, -HYDE  PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Under  date  of  September  7,  your 
honorable  body  approved  an  order  authorizing  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  to  expend  the 
sum  of  $5,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  for 
plans  and  construction  of  a  fire  station  in  the 
Readville  section  of  Hyde  Park. 

The  Fire  Commissioner,  under  the  law,  is 
authority  over  the  buildings  constructed  or  in  use 
for  fire  purposes,  and  I  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriation  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000,  authorized  by  vote  of  the  City  Council  on 
September  7,  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  an  d  for 
plans  and  construction  of  a  fire  station  in  the  Read- 
ville section  of  Hyde  Park,  be  expended  by  the  Fire 
Commissioner. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


GRADING  OF  OLD  HARBOR  FLATS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  send  herewith  a  letter  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  and  Recreation 
Commissioners  requesting  that  the  work  of  filling 
and  grading  the  flats  at  Old  Harbor  be  transferred 
from  his  department  to  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. I  have  talked  with  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  and  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners  and  they  are 
both  of  the  opinion  that  the  dividing  of  this  work 
into  two  contracts  will  result  inevitably  in  delay 
and  confusion.  It  would  be  necessary  to  have 
two  sets  of  inspectors  and  engineers  on  the  job, 
representing  the  two  departments. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  informs  me 
that  the  estimated  cost  of  the  surface  water  over- 
flows necessary  to  be  constructed  in  connection 
with  this  improvement  is  $175,000  and  is  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  sewerage  works  loan,  and  that  he 
can  readily  take  over  the  entire  work  and  keep  the 
charges  for  the  different  branches  of  the  work 
separate  and  charge  the  same  to  the  proper 
appropriations. 

I  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

September  13,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  had  several  conferences  with 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relative  to  the 
filling  of  the  flats  and  the  construction  of  a  bulk- 
head in  Old  Harbor,  for  which  a  loan  of  $599,000 
has  been  authorized,  the  work  to  be  done  by  this 
department.  In  connection  with  this  improve- 
ment it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Public  Works 
Department  to  construct  three  surface  water  over- 
flows to  a  point  beyond  the  bulkhead  line  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $175,000.  If  two  contracts  are 
awarded,  one  for  the  filling,  construction  of.bulk- 
head  and  grading  and  one  for  the  construction  of 
the  overflows  it  is  inevitable  that  there  will  be 
many  delays,  the  responsibility  for  which  will 
be  difficult  to  place,  and  that  the  contractors  will 
be  constantly  presenting  claims  for  extras  because 
of  the  alleged  interference  by  one  contractor  with 
the  work  of  the  other. 

The  Public  Works  Department  has  had  a  great 
deal  of  experience  with  work  similar  in  kind  to  that 
called   for   by   this   improvement.     The   Commis- 
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sioner  informs  me  that  his  engineering  and  inspec- 
tion forces  can  handle  the  whole  job  to  much  better 
advantage  than  that  of  the  construction  of  the 
sewerage  works  alone.  We  are  both  of  the  opinion 
that  this  work  will  be  better  done  and  at  less  cost 
to  the  city  if  it  can  be  done  under  one  contract 
awarded  by  the  Public  Works  Department.  I 
therefore  respectfully  request  that  this  department 
be  relieved  and  that  the  work  authorized  by  the 
loan  order  for  $599,000  be  transferred  to  the  Public 
Works  Department. 

Yours  respectfully, 
John  H.  Dillon,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  expenditure  of  the  loan  of 
$599,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Strandway 
and  Old  Harbor,  South  Boston,  be  and  hereby  is 
transferred  from  the  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment to  the  Public.  Works  Department,  and  the 
Public  Works  Department  is  hereby  authorized  to 
make  the  necessary  contracts  for  the  completion 
of  said  improvement. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


cancellation  of  cochituate  water 

DEBT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Sinking  Fund  created  to  dis- 
charge the  Cochituate  water  debt  at  present  ex- 
ceeds the  amount  of  the  debt.  This  condition  has 
been  largely  due  to  the  receipts  from  the  Common- 
wealth from  the  sale  of  waterworks,  and  it  is  desir- 
able that  the  Sinking  Fund  surplus  should  be  ex- 
pended for  the  purchase  and  cancellation  of  serial 
bonds  issued  for  water  purposes  and  of  which  there 
is  now  $364,000  outstanding.  The  ordinances  as 
now  worded  will  not  permit  of  this  being  done. 

I  believe  further  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
land  and  buildings  should  be  used  to  cancel,  wher- 
ever possible,  the  particular  bonds  issued  originally 
for  purchase  of  land  and  construction  of  buildings, 
and  I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  amendment  to  the  ordinance. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curlet,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 
An  Ordinance  to  Facilitate  the  Reduction  of  the 
City  Debt. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 
Section  1.  Section  two  of  chapter  thirty-one  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1914  is  hereby  amended 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "advisable"  in  the 
fifth  line  of  said  section  the  following:  '  'or  may  use 
the  same  for  the  purchase  and  cancelation  of  any 
outstanding  serial  bonds  of  the  city,"  and  by 
striking  out  all  of  said  section  after  the  word 
"city"  in  the  twelfth  line  thereof,  so  that  said 
section  as  amended  will  read  as  follows:  Section  2. 
Whenever  the  amount  of  any  sinking  fund  exceeds 
the  entire  amount  of  the  debt  for  the  payment  of 
which  it  was  established,  the  commissioners  shall 
transfer  the  surplus  above  such  amount  to  such 
other  sinking  fund  or  funds  as  they  may  deem 
advisable,  or  may  use  the  same  for  the  purchase 
and  cancelation  of  any  outstanding  serial  bonds  of 
the  city;  and  whenever  the  amount  of  any  sinking 
fund  is  greater  than  is  required  with  its  accumula- 
tions to  meet  its  debt  at  maturity  the  surplus  of 
sucli  amount  m:iy  In-  iiM-d  I •  v  the  commissioners  to 
obtain  and  cancel  any  part  of  such  debt.  The 
proceeds  of  all  sales  of  land  and  buildings,  other 
than  school  lands,  shall  be  applied  by  the  com- 
missioners to  the  reduction  and  cancelation  of  any 
part  of  any  outstanding  debt  of  the  city. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


PETITIONS    KKl'FHUKD. 

The     following     petitions     were     received     and 
Deferred  i<>  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
A.  Berkman  A-  Co.,  for  compensation  fur  injury 
to  horse  by  defective  sewer  cover  at  corner  Cross 
and  Kii(lici>l  t  si  reets. 


Martha  E.  Brown,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  clothing  by  being  spattered  with  street  mud. 

Merrill  P.  Butler,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  auto  by  a  defect  in  Commonwealth  avenue,  at 
Hotel  Kenmore. 

Clifton  S.  Day,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
motor  truck  by  snow  and  ice  from  building,  New 
Faneuil  Hall  Market. 

Philip  DeRosa,  for  compensation  for  a  horse 
shot  by  a  police  officer  on  North  Margin  street. 

Mrs.  Fannie  Engle,  for  compensation  for  injury 
to  her  son  by  a  city  ash  team. 

Mrs.  George  H.  Gardner,  to  be  paid  for  a  boiler 
at  52  Patten  street,  burst  because  of  the  bursting 
of  water  main  caused  by  blasting. 

Edward  F.  Ginty,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  torn  on  street  traffic  sign  on  pole  on 
Washington  street,  between  Avon  and  Bedford 
streets. 

Ellen  W.  Gray,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
auto  by  a  city  team. 

Arthur'  Herculson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  wagon  and  loss  of  horse  because  of  the  projecting 
limb  of  a  tree  on  Savin  Hill  avenue. 

Ernest  B.  Kreutel,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  auto  by  a  defect  in  Washington  street  at  Beech 
street. 

Joseph  O'Connor,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
sustained  at  the  corner  of  Cottage  and  Dudley 
streets. 

Mrs.  James  Royall,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  being  knocked  down  by  a  mounted 
police  officer. 

Mary  A.  Whiteacre,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Hartwell  street. 

Felippo  DiBlasi,  for  compensation  for  injury  to 
horse  by  water  wagon  No.  18  on  Norman  street. 

Mrs.  Sances,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for  injuries 
received  at  corner  Harrison  avenue  and  Rochester 
street. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  retirement  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 

James  F.  Connors,  Jeremiah  D.  Barry. 

Robert  T.  Fowler  el  al.,  for  granolithic  sidewalks 
on  Sedgwick  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 


COMMUNICATIONS   CONCERNING 
BITULITHIC    PAVEMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

September  7,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  has  from 
time  to  time  received  a  large  number  of  letters  and 
other  documents  from  Vvarren  Brothers  Com- 
pany relating  to  their  patented  pavement  '  'Bitu- 
lithic."  Two  letters  dated  June  7  and  June  12, 
1916,  respectively,  contain  personal  attacks  on  the 
consulting  engineer  of  the  commission.  Copies  of 
both  of  these  letters  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
City  Council  and  extensively  used  as  advertising 
matter  by  Warren  Brothers  Company. 

As  the  City  Council  took  sufficient  interest  in 
these  letters  to  have  the  text  of  both  printed  in  its 
Proceedings,  the  Finance  Commission  considers 
it  only  fair  to  transmit  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  the  answer  made  by  its  consulting  engineer 
to  such  portions  of  the  statements  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Warren  Brothers  Company  as  appear  to 
be  of  public  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  MtmPHV, 

Chairman. 

August  16,  1910. 
To  the  Finance  Commission: 

Gentlemen, — As  a  result  of  the  reports  on  the 
street  paving  situation  recently  issued  by  the 
Finance  Commission,  and  particularly  as  a  result 
of  its  report  of  June  7  to  the  City  Council  regarding 
various  streets  in  the  Jamaica  Plain  district,  letters 
have  been  received  from  tin'  Warren  Brothers 
<  Jompany  under  date  of  June  7,  1916,  and  June  12, 
1916,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  appended. 

These  letters  deny  certain  statements  in  the 
Finance  Commission's  reporl  for  which  the  writer 
was  responsible,  and  also  make  whal  were  <■%  idently 
intended  to  !»■  derogatory  criticisms  of  certain 
work  done  by  the  writer  at  different  times  during 
liis  professional  experience.  As  the  substanco  of 
these  letters  has  been  incorporated  into  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  City  Council  and  lias  been  published 
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exclusively  by  those  conservative  papers,  the 
Boston  Evening  Transcript  and  the  Christian  Science 
Monitor,^  and  because  reprints  of  these  articles  have 
been  widely  circulated  as  advertisements  for 
bitulithic  pavements,  it  seems  necessary  that  notice 
be  taken  of  these  letters,  so  far  as  they  are  of  official 
importance.  No  consideration  will  be  given  to  the 
strictly  personal  criticisms. 

The  first  statement  from  the  letter  of  June  7, 
from  which  it  is  intended  that  inferences  showing 
the  superiority  of  bitulithic  pavement  should  be 
drawn,  is  that  bitulithic,  including  seal  coat, 
weighs  286  pounds  per  square  yard,  2  inches  in 
thickness;  Topeka  mixture,  209  pounds,  and  sheet 
asphalt  200  pounds.  The  principal  inferences 
drawn  from  this  statement  are  that  bitulithic,  on 
account  of  its  greater  weight,  costs  more  than  the 
other  two  forms  of  pavement;  secondly,  that  the 
increased  weight  gives  it  superior  wearing  qualities. 
Neither  of  these  inferences  appears  to  be  warranted. 

I  have  been  able  to  obtain  several  samples  of 
bitulithic  and  other  forms  of  bituminous  pavements, 
taken  from  streets  in  this  city  and  from  other  cities- 
These  samples  have  been  analyzed,  their  weight 
accurately  determined  and  the  equivalent  weight 
per  square  yard  2  inches  thick  calculated.  The 
results  are  as  follows: 

Bitulithic: 

Elmwood  street,  Providence,  R.  I., 

per  square  yard 232 . 8  pounds 

Broad   street,   Providence,   R.   I., 
per  square  yard: 

Sample  No.  1 237 . 0  pounds 

Sample  N°-  2 230.4  pounds 

Commonwealth   Pier,  No.  5,  Bos- 
ton, per  square  yard: 

Sample  No.  1 230  9  pounds 

Sample  No.  2 232 . 0  pounds 

Columbia  road,  Boston,  per  square 

yard 229 . 2  pounds 

Blagden    street,    junction    Hunt- 
ington   avenue,    per    square 

yard 230 . 4  pounds 

Huntington  avenue,  near  railroad 

bridge,  per  square  yard 230-2  pounds 

Average,  per  square  yard 231 .6  pounds 

Sheet  asphalt: 

Broad  street,   Providence,   R.   L, 

per  square  yard 213.2  pounds 

Copley  square,  Boston,  per  square 

yard 20G .  8  pounds 

Topeka  mixture: 

Providence,    R.    I.,    per    square 

yard 214.7  pounds 

South    Park,    Chicago,    111.,    per 

square  yard 229 . 1  pounds 

Seymour,  Conn.,  per  square  yard,   220.3  pounds 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  per  square  yard: 

No.  1 230.4  pounds 

No.  2 215.2  pounds 

Average  per  square  yard.  .......    222.0  pounds 

A  part  of  the  discrepancy  between  the  above 
figures  and  the  weights  for  bitulithic  given  by 
Warren  Brothers  Company  may  be  due  to  the 
fact  that  my  figures  were  derived  from  samples 
of  pavement  actually  laid,  while  the  figures  of 
Warren  Brothers  Company  are  the  weights  of 
hand-made,  compressed  laboratory  samples,  of  a 
consistency  that  is  never  obtained  in  practice,  plus 
the  theoretical  weight  of  the  materials  used  in  the 
so-called  seal  or  flush  coat.  In  practice  the  seal 
coat  does  not  permanently  increase  the  weight  of 
the  pavement  to  any  appreciable  amount,  for  the 
materials  of  which  it  is  composed,  except  such  as 
fill  up  void  spaces  in  the  surface  of  the  pavement 
and  a  thin  film  of  asphalt  which  forms  a  skin  on 
the  surface,  disappear  as  dust  after  a  few  days' 
wear.  In  any  case  the  figures  given  include  any 
weights  remaining  in  the  pavement  from  the  seal 
coat  last  applied. 

The  stone  in  the  samples  of  bitulithic  examined 
have  an  average  specific  gravity  of  about  2.9, 
equivalent  to  a  weight  of  181  pounds  per  cubic 
foot.  The  sand  and  fine  dust  is  much  lower  in 
specific  gravity.  It  is  therefore  physically  impos- 
sible for  a  square  yard  of  bitulithic  2  inches  thick 
to  weigh  28G  pounds.  A  square  yard  of  solid 
stone  2  inches  thick  would  weigh  271.5  pounds 
only.  There  is  no  stone  available  for  road-making 
in  New  England  from  which  a  pavement  2  inches 
thick  could  be  produced  weighing  286  pounds. 

From  the  above  figures  it  may  be  seen  that  so  far 
as  the  samples  examined  are  concerned  ;the  figures 


of  Warren  Brothers  Company  are  incorrect,  both 
as  regards  bitulithic  and  the  other  forms  of 
bituminous  pavements. 

As  regards  the  comparative  cost  of  the  pave- 
ments under  discussion,  it  is  apparent  that  weight 
for  weight,  asphalt  is  much  more  expensive  than 
stone.  Residual  asphalt  paving  cement,  such  as  is 
used  by  Warren  Brothers  Company,  cost  during 
the  past  year  approximately  $18  a  ton.  The 
present  price  is  temporarily  high,  from  .$20  to  $22  a 
ton,  whereas  stone,  such  as  is  used  in  bitulithic, 
costs,  approximately,  $1.50  a  ton,  asphalt,  weight 
for  weight,  being  at  least  12  times  as  expensive  as 
stone.  It  therefore  appears  that  any  additional 
stone  which  can  be  placed  in  the  mixture,  reducing 
the  amount  of  asphalt,  reduces  the  cost  of  the 
mixture,  and  that  bitulithic,  having  more  stone, 
costs  less  for  the  material  than  either  standard 
asphalt  or  Topeka  mixture.  This  phase  of  the 
question  will  be  discussed  in  more  detail  in  taking 
up  another  of  Warren  Brothers  Company's  state- 
ments. 

As  regards  the  somewhat  obscure  claim  that  su- 
perior weight  gives  superior  wearing  powers,  by  a 
similar  analogy  it  might  be  claimed  that  lead,  which 
weighs  710  pounds  per  cubic  foot,  has  greater 
strength  than  steel,  which  weighs  490;  or  aluminum, 
which  weighs  160;  or  that  a  macadam  pavement  is 
more  durable  than  one  of  wood  blocks. 

The  desirable  elements  in  stone  for  bituminous 
concrete  mixtures  are  hardness  and  toughness. 
These  qualities  do  not  necessarily  depend  on  weight, 
although  it  is  true  that  the  heavier  stones  used  for 
road-making,  such  as  basalt  and  diabase,  also  pos- 
sess to  a  high  degree  the  qualities  of  hardness  and 
toughness. 

The  Warren  Brothers  Company  has  no  monopoly 
of  such  materials.  They  can  be  obtained  in  un- 
limited quantities  for  use  in  any  type  of  bituminous 
pavement. 

The  claim  of  Warren  Brothers  Company  that 
bitulithic  is  a  superior  material,  on  account  of  a 
greater  percentage  of  stone,  than  either  Topeka  or 
standard  asphalt  will  be  discussed  later. 

Taking  up  in  numerical  order  the  categoric 
statements  of  Warren  Brothers  Company,  con- 
tained in  the  letter  of  June  7,  1916: 

'  'First.  The  mineral  aggregate  in  bitulithic 
pavement  is  practically  all  crushed  stone,  whereas 
in  sheet  asphalt  it  is  all  sand,  and  in  Topeka  it  is 
nearly  all  sand  with  a  small  amount  (less  than  10 
per  cent  between  i-inch  and  5-inch  in  size)  of 
crushed  screenings.  Stone  of  suitable  quality  for 
bitulithic  pavement  in  Boston  costs  about  three 
times  as  much  as  sand." 

The  following  figures  of  an  analysis  of  bitulithic 
taken  from  Columbia  road,  near  Glendale  street, 
Dorchester,  are  typical  of  all  the  samples  analyzes: 


Screen. 


Per  Cent 
of  Total 
Sample. 


13.52 

13.42 

10.45 

7.87 

3  65 

8.72 

6.62 

3.14 

3.40 

2.83 

5.30 

On  No.  100  mesh  sieve 

2.15 

On  No.  200  mesh  sieve- 

5.05 

6.54 

92.66 
7.34 

100.00 

The  larger  part  of  the  material  below  No.  20 
mesh  and  one  fourth  (25  per  cent)  of  the  No.  20 
mesh  material,  or  30  per  cent  of  the  entire  aggregate, 
is  ordinary  bank  sand  or  fine  stone  dust,  such  as 
is  used  in  all  bituminous  concrete  mixtures.  At 
least  25  per  cent  appears  to  be  ordinary  sand. 
The  percentage  of  artificially  crushed  stone  in  the 
aggregate  below  No.  20  mesh  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine in  either  bitulithic   or  Topeka.      Whatever 


SEPTEMBER    14,    1916. 


256 


such  percentage  may  be  it  appears  to  be  counter- 
balanced by  the  sand  and  gravel  in  the  aggregate 
above  No.  20  mesh. 

Using  the  figures  of  weights  per  square  yard 
heretofore  given,  one  square  yard  of  pavement  2 
inches  thick  would  contain: 

Bitulithic,  sand  and  dust,  G8.8  pounds;  stone, 
143 .  58  pounds. 

Topeka,  sand  and  dust,  99.1  pounds;  stone, 
121.21  pounds. 

Excess  sand  in  1  yard  of  Topeka,  30.3  pounds. 

Excess  stone  in  1  yard  of  bitulithic,  22 .  37  pounds. 

Stone,  such  as  is  used  by  Warren  Brothers  Com- 
pany, costs,  delivered  in  Boston,  approximately, 
SI. 50  per  ton.  Sand  of  good  quality,  suitable  for 
bituminous  pavement  mixtures,  costs  about  70 
cents  per  ton  delivered.  From  these  figures  it  is 
apparent  that  the  cost  of  the  mineral  aggregate  in 
bitulithic  and  Topeka  is  for  purposes  of  comparison 
as  follows: 

Bitulithic 13.52  cents  square  yard 

Topeka 13.05  cents  square  yard 

Excess  cost  for  bitulithic,        .47  cents  square  yard 

The  dust  for  filler  is  included  in  these  figures. 

Against  this  excess  for  the  mineral  aggregate  of 
bitulithic  there  should  be  taken  into  account  the 
comparative  cost  of  the  asphalt  content  in  the  two 
mixtures. 

From  the  Columbia  road  analysis,  bitulithic 
contains,  approximately,  16.82  pounds  of  asphalt 
persquare yard,  costing  about  16.82  cents.  Topeka 
contains,  approximately,  22  pounds  of  asphalt  per 
square  yard,  costing  about  22  cents,  an  excess 
cost  for  Topeka  of  15.18  cents  per  square  yard, 
or  considering  stone,  sand  and  asphalt,  an  excess 
cost  for  Topeka  materials  of  4.71  cents  per  square 
yard  over  bitulithic.  The  cost  of  the  seal  coat, 
if  used,  is  the  same  in  either  ease  and  so  need  not 
be  considered  here.  The  prices  recently  submitted 
for  Topeka  contemplated  the  use  of  a  seal. coat. 

"Second.  As  stone  is  more  difficult  to  handle 
than  is  sand,  the  cost  of  labor  in  handling  materials 
at  the  plant  and  laying  on  the  street  is  at  least 
twice  as  great  in  bitulithic  as  in  the  other  two 
pavements." 

Any  reason  for  this  statement  is  difficult  to 
imagine,  as  with  the  methods  employed  there  is  no 
appreciable  difference  in  handling  one  material 
over  another.  Moreover,  for  sheet  asphalt,  as 
laid  in  two  layers  and  requiring  two  operations  for 
mixing  and  for  placing  and  rolling,  the  cost  of 
handling  is  of  necessity  much  more  than  for  either 
Topeka  or  bitulithic.  Even  if  the  statement  were 
true,  the  difference  in  the  amount  of  stone  between 
bitulithic  and  Topeka  is  so  small  as  to  make  any 
increased  expense  on  that  account  infinitesimal. 

"Third.  The  cost  of  haul  is  50  per  cent  greater 
in  the  case  of  bitulithic  because  of  additional 
weight  of  material  moved." 

As  already  shown,  there  is  no  substantial  differ- 
ence in  the  weight  of  the  material,  and  in  either 
case  a  team  of  horses  can  easily  handle  a  cartload 
of  material;  therefore  this  claim  is  not  well  founded. 

"Fourth.  In  bitulithic  pavement  construction 
a  flush. coat  of  bituminous  cement  and  crushed  stone 
is  used,  which  adds  materially  to  the  cost  and  is 
not  used  in  either  sheet  asphalt  or  Topeka." 

The  reason  for  the  use  of  a  flush  coat  in  bitulithic 
construction  is  on  account  of  the  coarse  aggregate 
used.  It  is  impossible  to  secure  a  smooth  surface 
or  one  that  will  not  have  void  spaces  in  the  surface 
which  admit  water,  which  freezes  and  disintegrates 
the  pavement.  The  flush  coat  is  a  necessity  in  the 
case  of  pavements  which  have  pervious  surfaces, 
but  is  not  a  necessity  in  the  case  of  sheet  asphalt 
or  Topeka,  which  do  not  have  the  "inherent" 
weaknesses  of  pavements  of  coarse  aggregate. 
The  Boston  specifications  provide  for  a  flush  coat 
for  Topeka.  The  coat  also  acts  to  form  a  film  of 
asphalt  and  fine  material  over  the  large  stones  of 
the  aggregate  and  so  prevent  direct  contact  between 
the  iron  tires  of  carts  and  the  stone,  and  the  con- 
sequent crushing  of  the  latter. 

In  this  connection  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mission is  called  to  three  samples,  showing  the 
manner  in  which  the  various  types  of  pavements 
under  discussion  Wear  in  service  on  streets: 

Sample  No.  1  is  a  sample  of  bitulithic,  contain- 
ing comparatively  large  stones.  Particular  notice 
should  be  taken  of  the  fact  that  some  of  these 
stones  have  evidently  been  crushed  by  the  iron 
I  ires  of  carts  carrying  heavy  loads,  When  one  of 
the  large  stones  of  bitulithic  is  crushed  it  makes  a 
large    hole    in    the    pavement    compared    with    the 


same  action  on  either  Topeka  or  sheet  asphalt 
pavement,  and  a  spot  from  which  disintegration 
spreads  very  rapidly. 

Sample  No.  2  is  a  sample  of  Topeka.  Close 
examination  will  show  that  the  same  operation  of 
crushing  has  taken  place  as  in  the  bitulithic.  As 
the  stones  in  the  Topeka,  however,  are  smaller  the 
effect  is  not  so  apparent. 

Sample  No.  3  is  a  sample  of  sheet  asphalt.  The 
crushing  effect  is  not  apparent  to  the  naked  eye, 
but  under  a  microscope  the  same  effect  will  be 
shown  in  the  grains  of  sand  composing  the  aggre- 
gate. The  wear,  however,  is  infinitestimal  as 
compared  with  bitulithic  and  small  as  compared 
with  Topeka. 

This  process  was  well  presented  in  a  paper  read 
by  Mr.  Francis  P.  Smith  before  the  American 
Society  of  Municipal  Improvements  at  the  1915 
convention.  This  report  may  be  found  on  page  120 
of  the  proceedings  of  that  convention.  Partial 
quotations  from  this  paper  were  made  by  an 
engineer  of  the  Paving  Service  before  the  City 
Council  at  a  meeting  some  weeks  ago,  the  intent 
being  to  discredit  Topeka  as  paving  material. 
Unfortunately,  for  the  complete  information  of  the 
Council,  the  engineer  did  not  quote  statements 
more  pertinent  to  the  matter  than  those  he  did 
quote,  particularly  the  summary,  as  follows: 

"Coarse  aggregate  (hot  mixture)  (bitulithic  is  in 
this  class)  suitable  for  light  and  medium  traffic 
only. 

"Topeka  mixture  suitable  for  light  and  medium 
traffic. 

"Sheet  asphalt  suitable  for  light,  medium  and 
heavy  traffic." 

"Fifth.  Heavier  machinery,  which  is  more  ex- 
pensive in  first  cost  and  in  cost  of  operation,  is 
required  for  properly  manufacturing  and  laying 
bitulithic  pavement  than  is  required  for  either 
sheet  asphalt  or  Topeka." 

The  weight  of  machinery  required  depends 
entirely  on  the  capacity  of  the  plant,  a  plant  having 
a  large  capacity  being  necessarily  heavier  than  a 
plant  of  smaller  capacity.  For  the  same  capacity 
there  is  no  appreciable  difference  in  the  cost  of  the 
plants;  in  fact,  the  same  plant  is  applicable  to  the 
preparation  of  either  class  of  pavement. 

"Sixth.  Only  the  best  grades  of  materials  of  all 
kinds  are  used  in  bitulithic  construction,"  etc. 

No  dispute  is  made  regarding  this  statement. 
Neither  is  there  any  reason  why  equally  good 
material  should  not  be  secured  for  sheet  asphalt  or 
Topeka  mixture  under  proper  inspection. 

"Seventh.  We  have  a  large  organization  of 
experts  in  the  bituminous  paving  industry  which 
is  available  to  cities  that  purchase  bitulithic 
pavement,"  etc. 

This  statement  applies  equally  well  to  the  larger 
organizations  laying  any  kind  of  bituminous  pave- 
ments and  the  matter  of  care  is  one  that  can  be 
adequately  provided  for  in  the  guaranty  provisions 
of  the  contract  for  any  class  of  pavement. 

The  remainder  of  the  letter  of  June  7  does  not 
seem  to  contain  statements  of  special  importance. 
Proceeding  to  the  letter  of  June  12: 

Notwithstanding  the  somewhat  heated  denial 
by  the  representative  of  the  Warren  Brothers 
Company  of  the  .correctness  of  my  estimate  of 
64  cents  per  square  yard  as  the  approximate  cost 
of  bitulithic  or  Topeka  2  inches  thick,  including 
labor,  materials  and  plant  investment,  the  amount 
is  approximately  correct.  In  fact,  it  is  correct 
within  much  narrower  limits  of  accuracy  than  the 
usual  approximate  estimate.  There  is  no  mysteri- 
ous or  unusually  expensive  ingredient  in  bitulithic. 
It  is  composed  of  materials  easily  obtainable  in  the 
open  market.  Asphalt,  stone,  sand,  limestone 
dust  or  Portland  cement  can  be  bought  by  any 
contractor  at  standard  prices,  and  the  correctness 
of  the  costs  of  the  operations  of  laying  will  be 
testified  to  by  any  disinterested  contractor  ac- 
quainted with  such  work. 

As  regards  the  costs  of  pavements  1,  2  or  3  ' 
inches  in  thickness,  bitulithic,  as  far  as  I  know, 
is  never  laid  of  1  inch  thickness  and  Topeka  and 
sheet  asphalt  only  in  rare  instances.  The  cost, 
however,  of  Topeka  and  bitulithic  is  approximately 
proportional  to  the  thickness.  As  between  2  and 
3  inches  the  cost  is  almost  exactly  proportional. 

A  slight  error  is  introduced  into  (lie  calculations 
for  a  1-inch  pavement,  because  the  cost  of  spread- 
ing and  rolling  is  approximately  the  same  Eoi  a 
1-inch  pavement,  as  for  a  2-inch  pavement.  There 
are  difficulties,  however,  with  a.  .;  inch  fopoka 
pavement,  which  make  the  cost  of  these  items 
proportionately  higher  than  lor  a  2-inch  pavement. 
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The  greatest  difficulty  in  preparing  an  exact 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  bitulithic  is  in  determining 
what  bitulithic  is.  The  specifications  furnished  by 
Warren  Brothers  Company,  although  voluminous, 
give  very  little  information.  It  is  difficult  to 
imagine  a  piece  of  technical  literature  of  an  equal 
number  of  words  which  gives  so  little  essential 
information.  Instead  of  giving  the  physical  char- 
acteristics of  the  materials  of  which  bitulithic  is 
composed,  the  specifications  provide  for  certain 
vague  results.  This  uncertainty  of  the  specifica- 
tions effectually  prevents  any  inspection  by  the 
city  authorities. 

The  report  of  the  Street  Department  for  1903 
gives  the  composition  of  bitulithic  as  follows: 

"It  is  laid  6  inches  deep,  4  inches  of  which  is 
composed  of  No.  1  crushed  stone,  well  rolled  and 
treated  with  two  layers  of  bituminous  cement. 
The  other  2  inches,  or  wearing  surface,  is  composed 
of  crushed  stone,  varying  in  size  from  2  inches  to 
a  fine  dust,  and  heated  and  mixed  with  bituminous 
cement  and  rolled  with  a  steam  roller." 

The  binding  material  at  that  time  appears  to 
have  been  a  coal  tar  compound.  Later  we  find  the 
binding  material  a  mixture  of  coal  tar  and  asphalt, 
and  the  size  of  the  stone  has  grown  smaller,  no 
2-inch  stone  being  included.  Still  later  the  crushed 
stone  foundation  disappears  and  a  cement  concrete 
foundation  is  substituted. 

At  the  present  time  the  surfacing  mixture  seems 
to  contain  no  stone  above  i  of  an  inch,  and  the 
binding  material  is  some  grade  of  asphalt,  the  mix- 
ture being  usually  laid  in  a  single  layer,  2  inches 
thick,  although  the  bitulithic  pavement  laid  for 
the  Port  Directors  appears  to  have  been  laid  as  a 
two-layer  pavement,  the  lower  or  binder  course 
being  of  comparatively  large  stone  and  the  wearing 
surface  being  finer  material,  similar  to  Topeka. 

The  present  type  of  pavement  appears  to  have 
few,  if  any.  elements  similar  to  the  type  laid  in 
1903,  although  the  pavement  on  Dartmouth  street, 
near  Beacon  street,  which  has  been  assiduously 
nursed  during  the  past  thirteen  year's,  is  still 
pointed  out  as  an  example  of  the  wearing  qualities 
of  bitulithic  pavement.  There  seems  to  be  good 
reason  to  believe  that  on  account  of  the  elasticity 
of  its  foundation  the  type  of  pavement  laid  in  1903. 
has  better  wearing  qualities  than  the  type  now 
being  used  with  a  concrete  base.  When  laid  on  a 
foundation  of  old  macadim  there  should  be  no  de- 
cided difference. 

The  following  detailed  estimate  has  been  pre- 
pared according  to  the  Columbia  road  analysis 
herein  given.  The  result  confirms  the  correctness 
of  the  figures  given  in  the  previous  report  for  pave- 
ment 2  inches  in  thickness: 

Per  Square 
Yard. 
Asphalt,  16.82  pounds  square  yard.  .  .    16.82  cents 
Stone,  143.58  pounds  square,yard.  ...   10.77  cents 
Sand  and  filler,  68.80  pounds  square 

yard 2.75  cents 

Plant  labor 6 .  00  cents 

Hauling 12.00  cents 

Laying .  . 6 .  00  cents 

Flush  coat 7.00ceent 

Plant  investment 2 .  00  cents 

Total 63 .  34  cents 

The  figures,  as  in  the  previous  estimate,  show 
labor,  materials  and  plant  investment  only.  They 
do  not  take  into  account  the  great  expense  to 
Warren  Brothers  Company  on  account  of  office, 
printing,  advertising,  canvassing,  hotel  expenses, 
entertainments,  legal  services,  bond  or  "labora- 
tory." 

The  only  uncertainty  in  the  above  figures  is  as 
regards  the  prices  for  hauling  and  plant  investment. 
The  figure  for  hauling  is  estimated  on  a  basis  of 
2  miles  from  the  plant.  The  figure  for  plant  in- 
vestment of  course  varies  with  the  amount  of  work 
done  by  the  plant.  Whatever  may  be  the  cost  of 
bitulithic  to  Warren  Brothers  Company,  there  is 
no  apparent  necessity  of  the  cost  exceeding  the 
above  figures. 

If  the  figures  above  given  are  greatly  in  error, 
the  Warren  Brothers  Company  can  easily  disprove 
them  by  submitting  a  schedule  showing  the  actual 
amounts  of  each  class  of  material  used  per  square 
yard  of  their  bitulithic,  together  with  the  receipted 
bills  showing  the  cost  of  such  materials.  Such  a 
method  would  be  much  more  convincing  than  a 
simple  denial  of  the  correctness  of  estimates. 


The  remainder  of  the  letter  of  June  12  is  devoted 
to  a  summary  of  the  actions  of  the  writer  as 
Superintendent  of  .Streets  for  the  City  of  Boston. 
Just  what  bearing  these  actions  during  1908  and 
1909  have  on  the  present  discussion  regarding 
bituminous  pavements  is  not  clear.  It  would  be 
of  much  greater  public  interest  for  Warren  Brothers 
Company  to  give  information  as  to  what  percent- 
age of  the  sum  charged  the  City  of  Boston  for 
bitulithic  pavements  is  on  account  of  legal  expenses 
and  advertising,  or,  if  a  post-mortem  of  paving 
history  is  necessary,  for  Warren  Brothers  Company 
to  explain  why  the  famous  offer  of  a  former  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  in  Boston,  in  1903,  to  lay 
bitulithic  for  fifty  cents  per  square  yard,  and  the 
equally  famous  offer  of  the  company's  represen- 
tative to  give  him  1,000,000  square  yards  at  that 
price,  were  never  incorporated  into  a  contract. 

What  was  the  matter  with  parts  of  Albany  street, 
Massachusetts  avenue,  West  Newton  street,  Dart- 
mouth street  and  Copley  square,  in  Boston,  and 
what  has  been  the  cost  for  maintenance?  Also, 
Broad  street,  Providence,  E,.  I.,  Highland  street, 
Worcester,  Market  street,  Newark,  N.  J.,  and 
many  others? 

If  they  would  explain  the  various  articles  in  the 
Newark  Evening  News,  particularly  the  illustrated 
article  in  the  issue  of  June  28,  1916,  which  shows 
bitulithic  being  ploughed  up  after  four  years'  wear; 
and  also  the  editorial  in  the  same  issue,  stating 
that: 

"No  one  familiar  with  the  situation  in  Market 
street  will  henceforth  contend  that  bitulithic  can 
be  classed  as  a  permanent  pavement  on  such 
thoroughfares." 

If  they  would  explain  the  charges  made  in  the 
report  on  the  administration  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Roads  by  the  Joint  Appropriation  Com- 
mittee of  the  New  Jersey  Legislature  of  1914. 

If  they  would  answer  various  articles  in  the 
Bridgeport  Farmer  regarding  paving  conditions  in 
that  city. 

If  they  would  answer  the  articles  in  the  Nash- 
ville Banner  regarding  the  relations  of  Warren 
Brothers  Company  and  the  Southern  Bitulithic 
Company  to  the  insolvency  proceedings  against 
the  city  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 

As  regards  tlie  official  acts  of  the  writer  as 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  which  are  questioned 
by  Warren  Brothers  Company,  the  following  facts 
are  herewith  submitted: 

The  statement  is  made  that  "your  consulting 
engineer"  as  Superintendent  of  Streets  contracted 
during  1908  and  1909  for  sheet  asphalt  at  a  price 
from  $2.20  to  $2.50  per  square  yard,  and  that 
bitulithic  was  excluded  by  cutting  it  out  of  the 
specifications.  These  statements  are  not  correct. 
Several  small  streets  were  paved  and  a  part  of 
Beacon  street  resurfaced  with  sheet  asphalt  during 
these  years,  in  the  former  cases  principally  for 
reasons  of  sanitation.  No  specifications  for  the 
bituminous  pavements  were  prepared  by  the  city. 
The  contracts  required  that  the  bidders  submit  their 
own  specifications  and  Warren  Brothers  Company 
was  informed  and  knew  that  bitulithic  would  be 
admitted  in  competition  with  other  types  of  bi- 
tuminous pavement.  A  large  part  of  the  work  was 
done  by  Warren  Brothers  Company,  using  standard 
sheet  asphalt.  The  advertisements  for  this  work 
were  in  part  as  follows: 

"The  Superintendent  of  Streets  invites  proposals 

for  'Asphalting'  and  regulating 

streets The  contractor  will 

furnish  his  own  specifications  for  the  asphalt,  stat- 
ing the  kind  he  will  furnish  and  also  the  price  per 
square  yard." 

The  streets  are  at  present  in  excellent  condition. 
No  apology  is  offered  for  the  price,  but  it  was  prob- 
ably as  low  as  could  be  obtained  at  the  time,  or  at 
the  present  time,  for  the  small  quantity  of  pavement 
laid,  and  was  lower  than  the  price  for  bitulithic. 

Incidentally,  the  custom  now  followed  at  City 
Hall  of  printing  several  pages  of  recondite  or 
ambiguous  phrases  in  city  paving  contracts,  under 
the  title  "Bitulithic  Specifications,"  entails  a  waste 
of  public  money,  as  all  essential  information  would 
be  given  by  inserting  in  the  "Notice  to  Bidders"  a 
sentence  similar  to  the  following:  "Warren  Brothers 
Company's  bitulithic  pavement  will  be  admitted 
in  equal  competition  With  the  types  of  bituminous 
pavement  specified." 

Warren  Brothers  Company  inquires:  "If  Topeka 
mixture  2  inches  in  thickness  costs  only  04  cents 
per  square  yard  .  .  .  why  should  your  "con- 
sulting engineer"  as  Superintendent  of  Streets 
contract  for  3  inches  of  sheet  asphalt  .  .  . 
at  prices 'ranging  from  $1.50  to  $2  per  yard  for  such 
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construction,  when  3  inches  of  Topeka,  accord- 
ing to  his  statement,  would  have  cost  only  96 
cents? ' ' 

The  writer  has  at  no  time  stated  his  belief  that 
Topeka  should  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  standard 
sheet  asphalt.  He  believes,  however,  that  the 
material  is  suitable,  when  properly  laid,  for  pave- 
ments in  the  same  class  of  streets  in  which  bitu- 
lithic  is  suitable,  that  is,  streets  with  light  horse- 
drawn  traffic  and  automobile  traffic,  at  a  much 
lower  price  than  for  bitulithic.  Also,  the  writer 
was  not  at  the  time  acquainted  with  the  merits 
of  Topeka  mixture  and  it  appears  that  the  decision 
of  Judge  Pollock  in  the  Topeka  case,  which  made 
the  mixture  available  for  general  use,  was  not  filed 
until  May  26,  1910,  about  the  time  the  writer 
went  out  of  office,  i.  e.,  June  7,  1910. 

As  regards  brick  pavement  laid  in  the  Roxbury 
district  in  1909,  the  statement  of.  Warren  Brothers 
Company  that  "your  'consulting  engineer,'  as 
Superintendent  of  Streets  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
laid  a  number  of  streets  with  brick  pavements  in 
1909,  .  .  .  which  brick  -pavements  are  gener- 
ally already  in  wretched  condition,"  is  not  borne 
out  by  the  facts.  These  brick  pavements  were 
laid  largely  on  account  of  enthusiastic  recom- 
mendations of  such  pavements,  after  an  examina- 
tion of  such  pavements  in  the  city  of  Bridgeport, 
Conn-,  a  city  with  which  "Warren  Brothers 
Company  is  not  entirely  unacquainted.  The 
work  secured  in  Boston,  on  account  of  unforeseen 
contingencies  due  to  a  newly  enacted  sewer  statute, 
on  account  of  which  many  trenches  were  dug  in 
the  streets  at  the  same  time  the  pavements  were 
being  laid,  was  not  of  as  good  quality  as  might 
have  been  obtained.  These  pavements  have 
already  been  discussed  both  in  the  published  and 
unpublished  reports  of  the  Finance  Commission. 

The  streets  in  general,  however,  are  in  excellent 
condition  and  good' for  many  years'  further  service. 

As  regards  the  Morton  street  pavement,  Warren 
Brothers  Company  states  that  bituminous  con- 
crete "claimed  to  be  'as  good  as'  bitulithic  was 
laid  at  a  cost  of  67  cents  per  square  yard  for  sur- 
face only  in  1909."  A  mistake  was  undoubtedly 
made  by  a  subordinate  of  the  Street  Department, 
who  allowed  the  contractor  to  deviate  from  the 
specifications,  after  a  statement  that  the  quality 
of  asphalt  called  for  could  not  be  immediately 
obtained.  This  permission  was  unfortunate  and, 
coupled  with  the  foundation  of  some  parts  of 
Morton  street,  undoubtedly  secured  '  a  poorer 
pavement  than  might  have  f^een  obtained.  The 
writer  has  no  recollection  or  record  of  ever  making 
the  '  'claim"  attributed  to  him  by  Warren  Brothers 
Company  and  doubts  if  it  ever  was  made.  The 
statement,  however,  is  probably  true  as  regards 
some  of  the  bitulithic  laid  by  Warren  Brothers 
Company.  Other  examples  of  bitulithic  are  un- 
doubtedly of  better  quality  than  was  the  Morton 
street  pavement.  The  cost  per  square  yard,  67 
cents,  is  significant,  as  showing  the  approximate 
proper  price  for  bitulithic  or  other  coarse  aggregate 
bituminous  concrete  pavements. 

As  regards  the  pavement  on  Huntington  avenue, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Opera  House,  although 
the  writer  has  no  actual  figures  of  cost,  the  predic- 
tion is  made  that  the  figures  will  show  it  to  have 
cost  less  for  -repairs  than  the  bitulithic  pavement 
on  Dartmouth  street,  from  Stuart  street  to  Copley 
square,  for  an  equal  length  of  service. 

The  writer,  with  the  advantages  of  aftersight. 
frankly  admits  errors  in  judgment  by  himself  and 
his  subordinates  during  his  terms  as  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets.  He  trusts  that  he  has  profited  by 
these  errors  sufficiently  to  prevent  in  some  measure 
the  foisting  on  the  City  of  Boston  of  inferior 
pavements  at  exorbitant  prices. 

The  length  of  the  foregoing  statement  has  been 
necessary  in  order  to  submit  evidence  to  refute 
the  bald  statements  of  Warren  Brothers  Company's 
letters.  For  convenience  the  essential  points  are 
summarized  as  follows : 

1.  (a.)  Eight  samples  of  bitulithic  examined 
show  the  average  weight,  2  inches  thick,  to  be 
approximately  2.V2  pounds  per  square  yard. 

(6.)  A  weight  of  286  pounds  per  square 
yard,  as  claimed  by  Warren  Brothers  Company, 
is  physically  impossible. 

>.  No  mysterious  or  unusual  ingredients  are 
contained  in  bitulithic,  and  the  same  or  equally 
good  materials  can  easily  be  obtained  for  any  type 
of  bituminous  pavement. 

3.  The  excess  weight  of  bitulithic  over  Topeka, 
when   made   of    the   same    grade   of   materials,   is 


principally  on  account  of  the  larger  amount  of 
asphalt  in  Topeka,  which  displaces  stone,  as 
compared  with  bitulithic. 

4.  Weight  alone  is  of  little,  if  any,  importance 
in  determining  the  wearing  qualities  of  bituminous 
pavements. 

5.  Using  the  same  grade  of  materials,  Topeka 
and  standard  asphalt,  are  more  expensive  to 
manufacture  than  bitulithic. 

6.  The  cost  of  bitulithic  in  Boston,  including 
labor,  materials  and  plant  charges,  does  not 
necessarily  exceed  64  cents  per  square  yard,  2 
inches  thick. 

7.  There  is  no  appreciable  difference  in  the  cost 
of  handling  stone  and  sand  in  constructing  bitu- 
minous pavements. 

8.  There  is  no  substantial  increase  in  cost  for 
hauling  bitulithic  over  Topeka  and  Standard 
asphalt  mixtures. 

9.  The  same  machinery  is  suitable  to  manu- 
facture any  type  of  bituminous  pavement. 

10.  The  flush  or  seal  coat  is  sometimes  used  on 
Topeka,  but  is  not  needed  for  Standard  asphalt. 

11.  Only  the  best  grade  of  materials  should  be 
specified  or  allowed  for  use  in  any  type  of  bitu- 
minous pavement. 

12.  The  brick  pavements  in  the  Roxbury  di  ,- 
trict,  laid  in  1908  and  1909,  are  in  general  in  excel- 
lent condition. 

13.  Bitulithic  was  not  excluded  from  the  City 
of  Boston  specifications  in  1908  and  1909,  as  no 
specifications  were  prepared,  contractors  being  at 
liberty  to  submit  bids  on  any  type  of  bituminous 
pavement  that  they  would  guarantee.  Warren 
Brothers  Company  preferred  to  submit  bids  for 
Standard  asphalt. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Guy  C.  Emerson, 

Consulting  Engineer. 
Placed  on  file. 


The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Finance  Commission, 

September  14,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  submits 
herewith  for  the  information  of  the  City  Council 
the  answer  of  its  consulting  engineer  to  the  latest 
letter  sent  by  Warren  Brothers  Company  to  your 
honorable  body,  dated  September  9,  1916,  regarding 
its  patented  pavement,  bitulithic.  ♦ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 

September  12,  1916. 
To  the  Finance  Commission: 

Gentlemen, — A  letter  of  seven  pages,  under  date 
of  September  9,  1916,  has  been  received  from  Ralph 
C.  Warren,  general  manager  of  the  .Warren 
Brothers  Company.  The  document  is  evidently 
intended  to  be  an  answer  to  my  reply  to  the  letters 
of  Warren  Brothers  Company,  dated  June  7  and 
June  12,  1916,  respectively. 

How  long  the  public,  the  Finance  Commission, 
the  City  Council  and  the  Boston  newspapers  should 
be  required  to  endure  the  discussion  is  a  question. 
According  to  information  received  from  the  City 
Clerk  this  latest  letter  of  Warren  Brothers  Company 
has  been  presented  to  the  City  Council  and  as 
extracts  have  been  printed  in  certain  of  the  daily 
papers  another  answer  seems  to  be  demanded. 

Nothing  appears  in  Warren  Brothers  Company's 
statement  to  cast  any  doubts  upon  the  accuracy  of 
the  figures  presented  in  my  previous  letter,  within 
the  limit's  of  accuracy  possible  for  such  work. 
Several  of  the  answers  of  Warren  Brothers  Com- 
pany were  anticipated  in  my  previous  letter. 
Either  the  letter  was  not  completely  read  or 
else  the  company  chose  to  disregard  the  state- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  further  argument. 

Answering  the  categorical  statements  of  the 
latest  letter  of  Warren  Brothers  Company: 

1.  The  method  by  which  Warren  Brothers 
Company  probablj  arrived  at  the  weight  of  bitu- 
lithic was  fully  explained  in  my  previous  report. 
The  accuracy  of  the  explanation  was  proven  by  the 
later  statement  of  Warren  Brothers  Company. 
The  contention  of  Warren  Brothers  Company 
amounts  to  the  claim  that  ii  is  possible  ic>  mix  stone 
with  sand,  asphalt  and  line  dust,  each  of  which  is 
lighter  than  stone,  ami  seoure  a  mixture  which, 
volume  for  volume,  is  heavier  than  the  solid  stone, 
The  absurdity  of  tin-  contention  will  l"-  recognized 
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by  the  general  public,  if  not  by  Warren  Brothers 
Company.  No  further  statement  seems  to  be 
necessary. 

As  stated  in  my  letter  the  weights  given  by  me 
for  bitulithic  include  in  them  the  weight  remaining 
from  the  seal  coat  last  applied. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  me  to  visit  the  Warren 
Brothers  Company's  plant  or  "laboratory."  I 
have  ample  apparatus  for  making  any  tests 'which 
I  choose  to  make.  I  have  also  the  use  of  a  well- 
equipped  laboratory  whenever  I  care  to  use  it. 
I  have  no  desire  to  play  the  part  of  the  fly  to 
Warren  Brothers  Company's  spider. 

At  least  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  prepared  the 
figures  upon  which  my  principal  calculations  were 
based  has  a  laboratory  that  compares  favorably 
in  equipment  with  any  laboratory  in  the  country. 
The  others  have  laboratories  sufficient  for  all 
purposes. 

As  regards  the  various  samples  of  Topeka  ex- 
amined by  me,  the  composition  of  Topeka  is  as 
uncertain  as  is  the  composition  of  bitulithic.  The 
quantities  of  the  different  sizes  of  stone  in  the 
mixture  may  vary  within  wide  limits.  This  is 
shown  by  the  formula  agreed  to  by  Warren  Brothers 
Company  as  not  infringing  on  its  patents  and 
published  over  its  own  signature  in  the  report'  of 
the  American  Society  of  Municipal  Improvements 
for  1915,  page  423.  The  claim  made  that  the 
samples  examined  by  me  are  an  infringement  on 
Warren  Brothers  Company's  patents  can  hardly 
be  accepted  upon  the  statement  of  a  prejudiced 
party  like  Warren  Brothers  Company.  It  would 
be  better  to  wait  for  a  decision  of  the  courts  before 
making  positive  statements  in  the  matter. 

2.  This  paragraph  contains  nothing  requiring 
an  answer. 

3.  The  figure  in  my  estimate  giving  the  amount 
of  asphalt  in  a  square  yard  of  bitulithic  from 
Columbia  road  as  16.82  pounds  was  prepared 
from  the  figures  of  an  actual  analysis,  as  stated 
in  my  previous  report.  The  figure  of  20.5  pounds 
given  by  Warren  Brothers  Company,  if  true,  does 
not  materially  change  the  figures  of  my  estimate. 
There  is  ample  surplus  in  my  prices  to  cover  any 
such  slight  difference. 

4.  Warren  Brothers  Company  evades  my 
questions  regarding  certain  streets  by  saying  that 
the  work  speaks  for  itself.  It  certainly  does.  I 
am  content  to  leave  the  matter  with  its  statement. 

5.  Warren  Brothers  Company  is  undoubtedly 
in  a  position  to  know  the  cost  of  bitulithic.  Un- 
fortunately for  the  information  of  the  general 
public  it  keeps  these  costs  to  itself  and  there  is  no 
indication  in  its  latest  letter  that  it  is  likely  to 
divulge  them. 

6.  As  regards  the  items  which  Warren  Brothers 
Company  seems  to  think  I  have  omitted  from  my 
estimate,  I  have  tried  to  make  it  plain  that  the 
figures  included  "labor,  materials  and  plant  in- 
vestment only,"  and  although  I  enumerated  some 
items  which  were  not  included  the  statement  per- 
haps would  have  been  more  complete  had  I  placed 
"etc.,  etc.,"  at  the  end. 

Answering  again  Warren  Brothers  Company's 
categorical  claims: 

(a.)  The  materials  in  bitulithic  can  be  pur- 
chased in  the  open  market  by  any  purchaser  at  the 
prices  estimated  by  me  or  less. 

(b.)  The  quantities  were  from  the  analyses  of  a 
competent  chemist,  with  which  I  had  no  connec- 
tion. 

(c.)  The  possibility  of  trap  rock  shrinking  during 
the  operation  of  mixing  and  laying  is  certainly  an 
original  claim.  No  doubt  some  of  the  volatile 
oils  in  asphalt  are  lost  during  cooking  and  the 
neglect  of  this  contingency  is  one  of  the  errors  into 
which  Warren  Brothers  Company  may  have  fallen 
in  trying  to  prove  its  figures  of  weight.  The  same 
action  undoubtedly  takes  place  in  the  preparation 
of  both  sheet  asphalt  and  Topeka.  This  action 
may  also  account  for  the  difference  between  the 
weight  of  asphalt  found  by  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion's chemist  and  the  weight  claimed  by  Warren 
Brothers  Company  as  being  incorporated  in  its 
mixture. 

(rf.)  The  estimate  for  labor  both  for  mixing  and 
laying  were  made  from  the  figures  of  a  large  asphalt 
plant  in  actual  operation. 

(e.)  Fuel  at  plant  and  street  was  included  in  my 
figures. 

Power  is  included. 

Plant  repairs  are  included. 

Plant  depreciation  is  included. 

Taxes,  insurance,  fire  and  accident,  are  not  of 
sufficient  importance  to  include  in  a  "square  yard" 
estimate  of  pavement. 


Superintendence  was  included. 

The  estimate  provided  for  incidental  expenses. 

Laboratory  was  specifically  excluded  in  my 
statement. 

Interest  on  investment  was  included. 

Cost  of  surety  bonds  was  specifically  excluded. 

Administrative  expenses,  such  as  office,  printing, 
advertising,  canvassing,  hotel  expenses,  entertain- 
ments or  legal  services  were  specifically  excluded. 

Nothing  in  Items  7  to  11  seems  to  require  any 
answer. 

As  regards  the  denial  of  Warren  Brothers  Com- 
pany that  it  has  ever  used  a  mixture  of  coal  tar  and 
asphalt,  the  statement  was  made  according  to 
information  that  was  at  one  time  in  general  circu- 
lation among  contractors,  on  account  of  the  appar- 
ent presence  of  coal  tar  in  the  sample  of  bitulithic 
from  Huntington  avenue,  and  on  account  of  state- 
ments by  a  former  employee  in  Warren  Brothers 
Company's  laboratory.  To  prevent  further  argu- 
ment and  also  as  it  has  no  significance  in  the 
present  discussion,  I  am  willing  for  the  present  to 
accept  the  statement  of  Warren  Brothers  Company 
as   correct. 

I  wish  to  assure  the  Finance  Commission  that  I 
have  no  prejudice  against  bitulithic  as  paving  mate- 
rial, unless  a  disinclination  to  accept  it  as  the  equal 
of  sheet  asphalt  for  use  under  heavy  traffic  can  be 
regarded  as  a  prejudice.  I  have  frequently  recom- 
mended it  as  a  good  pavement  in  streets  to  which 
it  is  suitable,  as  will  be  shown  by  an  examination 
of  the  Finance  Commission's  reports.  I  have, 
however,  a  decided  prejudice  against  the  price 
which  Warren  Brothers  Company  charges  to  the 
City  of  Boston  for  bitulithic,  as  well  as  against  some 
of  its  methods.  So  far  as  I  know  none  of  the 
gentlemen  who  assisted  me  in  making  analyses  even 
knew  the  name  of  the  material  which  they  were 
analyzing. 

An  attempt  to  end  the  present  discussion  seems 
to  be  nearly  as  difficult  as  the  problem  of  sweeping 
back  the  sea.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  above  will 
be  the  last  communication  which  it  is  necessary  to 
submit  on  the  present  phase  of  the  bitulithic  dis- 
cussion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Guy  C.  Emerson, 
Consulting  Engineer. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S    BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Almerindo  Sarno. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


NOTICE  OF  HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service  Com- 
mission of  hearing  on  September  20,  at  10.30  a.  m., 
on  petition  of  West  End  Street  Railway  Company 
for  485th  and  486th  location. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Recess  Committee 
on  Building  Legislation  of  hearings  at  State  House 
during  September. 

Placed  on  file. 


COMMITTEE  ON  APPORTIONMENT 
REPORT. 

A  report  of  the  Commission  to  Apportion  Suffolk 
County  into  Representative  Districts  was  received. 
Placed  on  file. 


COMMUNICATION    FROM    WARREN 
BROTHERS  COMPANY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Warren 
Brothers  Company  relative  to  bitulithic  pavement, 
in  answer  to  report  of  engineer  of  Finance  Com- 
mission. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Thomas  G.  Plant  Company,  keeping  of  gaso- 
lene, Centre  and  Bickford  streets. 
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Samuel  Altman,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
1110  Commonwealth  avenue. 

American  Sugar  Refining  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  52  Granite  street. 

Beacon  Auto  Garage,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  21  Hampshire  street. 

United  Drug  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
63  Leon  street. 

John  H.  Burns,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
4  New  England  avenue. 

William  M.  Ware,  keeping  of  gasolene,  11  Say- 
ward  street. 

Carpenter-Morton  Company,  keeping  and  sale 
of  gasolene,  77  Sudbury  street  (Alden  street  side). 

Montgomery  Brothers,  keeping,  storage,  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  liquid  rubber  cement,  rear  285 
Dorchester  avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


DELEGATES   TO   IRRIGATION    CONGRESS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Irrigation  Congress  inviting  the  appoint- 
ment of  five  delegates  to  attend  said  Congress  in 
El  Paso,  Texas,  October  14  to  24,  1916. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK    SCHEDULE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  giving  cost  of  sidewalk 
construction  on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  easterly  side,  be- 
tween Stratton  and  Morton  streets,  and  Braintree 
street,  between  Franklin  and  Everett  streets,  and 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  schedules 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the  sums  set 
against  their  respective  names  as  their  proportional 
part  of  the  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks  along 
easterly  side  of  Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Stratton 
and  Morton  streets,  and  on  Braintree  street,  be- 
tween Franklin  and  Everett  streets,  amounting  to 
$2,268.54. 

The  order  was  passed. 


SALE   OF   UNCLAIMED   BAGGAGE. 

Coun.  McDONALD,  for  the  Committee  on  Un- 
claimed Baggage,  submitted  a  report  on  petition 
of  Boston  Terminal  Company  (referred  May  22) 
for  leave  to  sell  unclaimed  baggage — recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Terminal  Company 
be  hereby  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction,  on 
or  before  October  25,  1916,  and  after  publication 
of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  according  to  lawr,  the 
articles  left  and  remaining  unclaimed  in  the 
possession  of  said  company  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  September. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


A  QUESTION   OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  personal  privilege.  In  view  of  the 
number  of  misleading  statements  that  appeared 
in  the  daily  Press  recently  concerning  my  absence 
from  the  earlier  part  of  the  meeting  of  the  Council 
before  the  last  one,  I  think  it  is  due  to  myself  that 
a  statement  should  be  made.  It  was  well  known 
to  members  of  the  Council  in  the  early  part  of 
August  that  it  would  in  all  probability  be  impossible 
for  me  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Council 
appointed  for  August  28.  I  knew  then  that  I 
should  be  arriving  in  the  city  in  the  afternoon  and 
leaving    early    in    the    evening.      When    the    actual 

daj  did  arrive  I  found  that  I  was  not  only  under 
the  embarrassment  caused  bj  shortness  of  time, 
but  also  that  both  of  my  secretaries  were  absent 
from  the  city.  The  result  was  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  for  me  to  gel  away.  It  was  only  with 
the  greatest  difficulty  that.  1  was  able  to  be  line 
I'm   ten  or  fifteen   minutea  while   the  jurors  were 


being  drawn.  I  think,  in  view  of  the  statements 
that  have  been  made  about  me  in  the  Press,  I 
should  register  the  facts  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Council. 


LAYING  OUT  OF  NEW  MINOT  STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  and  re- 
port to  the  City  Council  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  as  to  the  advisibility  of  laying  out  and 
accepting  New  Minot  street,  Dorchester,  between 
Adams  and  Carruth  streets,  as  a  public  way. 

Passed. 


TUNNEL,  ROACH    STREET,  DORCHESTER. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  building  a 
tunnel  under  the  tracks  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  Roach  street,  Dor- 
chester. 

Passed. 


DOUBLE  TRACKS,  HYDE  PARK  AVENUE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order — That  the 
Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  lay  double  tracks 
on  Hyde  Park  avenue,  from  the  old  boundary  line, 
between  Boston  and  Hyde  Park  to  Cleary  square, 
Hyde  Park. 

Passed. 


ANNUITY    FOR    MRS.    JAMES    F.    GALVIN. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order— That  so 
long  as  she  remains  unmarried  there  be  allowed 
and  paid  an  annuity  of  S300,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1880,  to  the  widow 
of  James  F.  Galvin,  a  member  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, who  died  from  injuries  received  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  the  amounts  so  paid  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire  Department, 
Pensions. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MOTOR  LADDER  TRUCK,  CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order — That 
the  sum  of  S10.700  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated 
to  be  expended  by  the  Fire  Commissioner  for  the 
purchase  of  a  motor  ladder  truck  for  the  Charles- 
town  district  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  2,  unfinished 
business,  viz.: 

2.  James  J.  Canniff,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Beef  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1917. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Ballantyne  and  Coleman.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  8,  yeas  8,  and  the  appoint- 
ment was  confirmed. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.48  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  STORROW,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  5.15  p.  m. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  1.  unfinished 
business,  viz.: 

1.  Harry  J.  Byrnes,  to  lie  a  Constable  of  the 
City  of  Boston  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1917. 
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The  ■  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  McDonald  and  Collins.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  5,  yeas  5,  and  the  appoint- 
ment was  confirmed. 


REJECTION   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  3,  unfinished 
business,  viz.: 

3.  Action  on  the  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  May  9,  1910,  of  Morris  C  Tuch,  to' be  a 
Constable  for  the  City  of  Boston. 

President  HAGAN— The  Chair  will  notify  the 
Council  that  this  gentleman  has  refused  to  come 
before  the  Council.  He  cannot  be  found  and  I 
advise  his  rejection. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee-— Coun.  McDonald  and  Collins.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  5,  yeas  0,  nays  5,  and  the 
appointment  was  rejected. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Jeremiah  D.  Barry 
(referred  today)  to  be  retired  under  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914 — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  of  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914,  as 
amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1915, 
Jeremiah  D.  Barry,  employed  in  the  labor  service 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)   that  the    .$500,000  loan  for  fire 


station,  Readville,  be  expended  by  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas,  5,  nays  0. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  August  28)  appropriating 
$150,000  of  Parkman  Fund  income — recommending 
passage  of  order  in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $100,000  be  and  here- 
by is  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  Parkman 
Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Department  for  the  main- 
tenance and  improvement  of  the  Common  and 
parks  in  existence  on  January  12,  1887,  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Aquarium  and  Zoological 
Garden. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  5,  nays  0. 


SIDEWALK,  ELMO   STREET. 

■  Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  Elmo  street,  between  Erie  and 
Greenwood  streets,  Ward  19,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  269  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916. 
Passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  McDONALD  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration of  all  business  transacted  at  the  meet- 
ing, hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 


Adjourned  at  5.21  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
STORROW,  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  September  19, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  September  18,  1910. 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.  Absent — Coun. 
Coleman,  McDonald,  Storrow. 

The  Clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting,  viz.: 

City  of  Boston, 
OfBce  of  the  City  Clerk, 

.September  16,  1916. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council: 

A  special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  will  be 
held  on  Monday,  September  18,  1916,  at-  two 
o'clock  p.  m. 

By  order  of  the  President. 

James  Donovan,  City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 


JURORS    DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  October  4,  1916: 

Patrick  Torsney,  Ward  13;  Edward  M.  Blumen- 
thal,  Ward  21;  John  A.  McCordick,  Ward  20; 
Anton  G.  Hennig,  Ward  22;  Eugene  F.  Sullivan, 
Ward  24;  John  J.  Kine,  Ward  15;  Benjamin  S. 
Canner,  Ward  1;  Walter  N.  Elliott,  Ward  20; 
John  J.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  10;  John  Boyden  Car- 
penter, Ward  23;  Joseph  DiPesa,  Ward  6;  Alex- 
ander Gilmore,  Ward  19;  Rogers  Chambers,  Ward 
20;  William  F.  Bentley,  Ward  23;  John  O.  Fors- 
berg,  Ward  20;  John  A.  Driscoll,  Ward  24;  Edward 
J.  Kuhne,  Ward  23;  John  J.  Wright,  Ward  26; 
George  T.  Jaques,  Ward  22;  Walter  E.  Scannell, 
Ward  16;  Clarence  B.  Soule,  Ward  10;  Wilfred 
A.  Whealan,  Ward  8;  William  Dalzell,  Ward  14; 


William  G.  Foster,  Ward  11;  Joseph  S.  Bersig, 
Ward  16;  John  A.  Donovan,  Ward  1;  Frederick 
Mohwinkel,  Ward  22;  Francis  H.  Bullens,  Ward  21; 
James  Mahoney,  Ward  15;  John  J.  Wheeler,  Ward 
10;  Ralph  T.  Perry,  Ward  24;  Donald  A.  Thomp- 
son, Ward  16;  Charles  F.  Bennett,  Ward  24; 
Andre  M.  Gay,  Ward  10;  Walter  A.  Magee,  Ward 
12;  Maurice  J.  Ryan,  Ward  11. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  October  5,  1916: 

Caspar  Boltz,  Ward  11;  Ralph  W.  Tyler,  Ward 
20;  Louis  Lipson,  Ward  9;  Hubert  A.  Lopez,  Ward 
20;  John  C.  Tobin,  Ward  24;  Louis.  Wernig,  Ward 
19;  William  A.  Wood,  Ward  21;  Martin  J.  Lee, 
Ward  19;  Richard  Milzner,  Ward  19;  Clarence  L. 
Foster,  Ward  22;  Joseph  P.  Hyland,  Ward  12; 
James  A.  Harrington,  Ward  13;  Charles  Graumann, 
Ward  22;  Ashton  H.  Bartlett,  Ward  21;  John  F. 
Tirrell,  Ward  22;  Charles  H.  Welch,  Ward  10; 
Thomas  W.  Gover,  Ward  24;  Gustaf  R.  Ekdahl. 
Ward  20;  David  Lane,  Ward  19;  Anton  Hoefling, 
Ward  19;  James  J.  Minton,  Ward  14;  James  J. 
Friery,  Ward  22;  Andrew  D.  Mirey,  Ward  21; 
Joshua  S.  Hall,  Ward  20;  Gustavus  J.  Esselen, 
Ward  21;  Alfred  S.  Stewart,  Ward  16;  James  W. 
Bolton,  Ward  24;  Dustin  N.  Alward,  Ward  21; 
Edward  J.  Moore,  Ward  20;  Walter  L.  Sprague, 
Ward  19;  George  E.  Rea,  Ward  16;  Frederick  J. 
White,  Ward  25;  Oscar  M.  Remick,  Ward  10; 
Henry  C.  Mann,  Ward  1;  Michael  Fein,  Ward  8; 
Frank  J.  Burke,  Ward  18. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

The  Mayor,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City 
Council,  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
terms  ending  April  30,  1917,  viz.: 

1.  Norman  A.  Whittim,  51  Simpson  avenue, 
Somerville,  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurer  of 
Wood  and  Bark. 

2.  Francis  M.  Campbell,  17  Hubbard  road, 
Dorchester,  a  Weigher  of  Goods,  Weigher  of  Coal 
and  Weigher  of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery  for 
the  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


Adjourned  at  2.24  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KENNY,  to  meet  on  Wednesday,  September  20, 
at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Wednesday,  September  20,  1916. 
Meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  President 
HAGAN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members  present. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   PRINTING 
DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  18,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Acting  Superintendent  of  Printing, 
requesting  an  additional  appropriation  of  $916.85, 
to  meet  the  union  rate  of  wages  to  become  effective 
October  2,  1916,  and  I  accordingly  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Printing  Department, 

September  13,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — The  Boston  Typothette,  together 
with  other  Union  Employers  of  Greater  Boston, 
have  agreed  with  Boston  Typographical  Union 
No.  13  to  an  advance  of  $1  per  week  to  all  journey- 
men members  of  said  Union  No.  13  to  the  existing 
wage  scale  of  $21,  the  same  to  become  effective 
October  2,  1916,  and  to  continue  until  July  1,  1918, 
as  explained  in  the  inclosed  letter  of  Boston  Typo- 
graphical Union  No.  13,  through  its  secretary, 
together  with  copy  of  agreement  providing  for  said 
wage  increase. 

There  are  employed  in  this  department  forty-four 
members  of  the  Boston  Typographical  Union  No. 
13,  each  receiving  at  the  present  time  $21  per  week, 
and  who,  under  the  provisions  of  the  agreement, 
are  expected  to  receive  $1  increase  to  their  present 
weekly  wage,  as  follows  : 

25  compositors,  increased  $1  per  week.  .  .  $416  75 

12  operators,  increased  $1  per  week 200  04 

4  proofreaders,  increased  $1  per  week. .  .  66  68 

2  copyholders,  increased  $1  per  week.  .  .  33  34 

1  caster,  increased  $1  per  week 16  67 

An  increase  in  the  department  pay  roll  of  $733.48, 
dating  from  October  2,  1916,  to  January  28,  1917. 

Aside  from  the  above,  there  are  eleven  other 
members  of  Union  No.  13,  employed  in  the  depart- 
ment, who  as  exceptional  and  responsible  workers, 
are  paid  above  the  $21  weekly  scale,  as  follows: 

9  compositors $22  00 

1  operator 22  00 

1  chief  proofreader 23  00 

Considered  at  their  previous  worth,  it  seems 
reasonable  to  expect  that  they  too  should  receive 
an  additional  $1  to  their  weekly  wage.  If  this  is 
allowed,  $183.37  additional  will  be  needed,  making 
a  total  increase  in  the  department  pay  roll,  dating 
from  October  2,  1916,  to  January  28,  1917,  of 
$916.85. 

The  Superintendent  of  Printing,  in  making  up 
the  Department  Budget,  was  unable  to  estimate 
the  amount  needed  for  this  purpose,  as  the  amount 
of  increase  was  then  unknown.  As  a  result,  your 
Honor  is  now  colled  upon  to  devise  ways  and  means'1 
whereby  said  wage  iniToa.se  may  bo  provided  lor,  in 
order  lo  lie  avaihiblo  when  noodod  the  lirsl.  week 
in  October  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 
Very  respectfully, 

Martin  P.  Hiqoins, 
Acting  Superintendent  of  Printing. 

Ordered,  That  there  bo  appropriated  for  the, 
Printing  Department  for  the  balance  of  tho  finan- 


cial year,  from  the  income  of  the  Printing  Depart- 
ment, the  additional  sum  of  $916.85  for  Group  A, 
Personal  Service,  as  per  Schedule  A: 
Compositors,  25  at  $1  a  week  additional,  $416  75 
Compositors,  9  at  $1  a  week  additional.  .  150  03 
Operators,  12  at  $1  a  week  additional.  .  .        200  04 

Operator,  1  at  $1  a  week  additional 16  67 

Chief  proofreader,   1  at  $1  a  week  addi- 
tional          16  67 

Proofreaders,  4  at  $1  a  week  additional,  66  68 
Copyholders,  2  at  $1  a  week  additional.  .  33  34 
Caster,  1  at  $1  a  week  additional 16  67 


Suit;  s.-, 


Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SEGREGATED  BUDGET   TRANSFERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  18,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  requests  for 
transfer  from  the  various  items  in  the  segregated 
budget  to  other  items,  in  conformity  with  request 
of  department  heads,  and  recommend  the  approval 
of  the  same  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

September  16,  1916. 
Attention  of  Rupert  S.  Carven,   Budget  Com- 
missioner. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — I  respectfully  request  the  transfer  from 
the  appropriation  of  the  Overseeing  of  the  Poor 
Department,  Central  Office,  for  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  to  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  $25.27, 
to  cover  an  increase  in  salary  of  James  S.  Kierman, 
messenger  and  clerk,  from  $7.67  per  week  to  $9 
per  week,  to  date  from  September  15,  1916,  as 
suggested  in  your  Honor's  letter  to  the  Budget 
Commissioner. 

Yours  truly, 

William  P.  Fowler, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department. 
From  the  appropriation  for   B-5,   Cartage  and 
Freight,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  $25.27. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  September  19,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — At  the  request  of  the  City  Auditor, 
and  to  enable  him  to  maintain  the  accounting  sys- 
tem followed  in  his  office,  I  beg  to  suggest  that  the 
following  transfers  in  the  items  that  go  to  make 
up  the  appropriation  for  the  Police  Department 
may  be  made. 

Transfer  from  B-15  to  D-16,  $500. 

Stephen  O'Meara, 
Police  Commissioner. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1895,  tho  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Police  Department. 
From    tho    appropriation    for    B-15,    Motorless 
Vehicle   Repairs,   to   the   appropriation   for  D-16, 
General  Plant,  $500. 

City  of  Boston, 
Statistics  Department,  September  IS,  1910. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  tho  City  of  Boston: 
Sir, — At    a    called    meeting    of    tho    Statistics 
Trustees  held  on  June  28,  1916,  the  following  vote 
was  passed: 

Voted,  That  the  chairman  bo  authorized  I" 
write  a  letter  requesting  his  Honor  tho  Mayor  to 
approve  tho  trausfor  of  $17.85  from  tho  appropria- 
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tion  for  printing  to  meet  the  bill  of  Miss  Olive  L. 
Boyd,  emergency  stenographer,  during  Miss 
Merry's  illness. 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  your  Honor 
will  approve  the  transfer  asked  for  in  the  vote 
specified,  in  order  that  the  just  and  necessary 
obligations  incurred  by  this  department  for  the 
object  mentioned  may  be  duly  authorized. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  C.  Curtis, 

Chairman  pro  tern. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $17.85  fiom 
the  appropriation  for  Statistics  Department,  B-l, 
Printing  and  Binding,  to  an  appropriation  for 
A-3,  Unassigned. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS   FOR   PENSIONS,   ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen,- — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Building  Commissioner, 
and  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Building  Department,  September  18,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — On  September  9  Mr.  Thomas  M. 
Hinchey,  veteran,  on  retired  list  of  building 
inspectors  at  half  pay,  or  $900  per  annum,  died. 
The  balance  of  the  appropriation  left  available  for 
transfer  amounts  to  $277.50! 

I  desire  to  purchase  two  (2)  typewriting  machines, 
Remington  Monarch  No.  3,  at  $105  each  or  $210. 
At  the  time  the  estimate  was  made  and  even  at  the 
time  of  the  supplementary  budget,  the  necessity 
for  these  machines  was  not  so  great  as  today. 
The  work  on  hand  I  find  calls  for  two  additional 
machines,  and  while  I  did  not  ask  for  them  at  that 
time,  I  desire  to  purchase  them  now  and  from  the 
fund  made  available  as  above  stated. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Patrick  O'Hearn, 
Building  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Building  Department. 
From  the  appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  $210. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


NEW  WALL,  SUFFOLK  COUNTY  JAIL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  20, 1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  to  your  honorable 
body  communication,  with  copies  of  specifications 
and  plans  for  the  construction  of  a  new  wall  at  the 
Suffolk  County  Jail;  also  letter  forwarded  by  me  to 
the  sheriff,  rejecting  bids  recently  received  by  him, 
for  the  reason  that  the  appropriation  was  insuffi- 
cient to  cover  the  bid  submitted  by  the  lowest 
bidder. 

The  sheriff  states  in  his  communication  that  an 
additional  appropriation  in  the  sum  of  $500  is 
absolutely  necessary  and  that  possibly  $1,500  may 
be  required  to  complete  the  construction  of  the 
wall  in  the  event  of  changes  being  made  in  the 
sewerage  works  at  the  jail.  I  accordingly  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor: 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Office  of  the  Suffolk  County  Jail, 

Boston,  September  18,  1916. 
To  His  Honor  James   M.   Curley,   Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  the  Honorable  City  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  of  Boston: 
Gentlemen, — In  answer  to  advertisements  pub- 
lished in  the  City  Record,  copies  of  which  I  here- 
with inclose,  I  have  this  day  received  the  following 
bids  for  the  work  specified,  namely,  construction 
of  a  fence  wall  on  Fruit  street: 

Walter  H.  Preble  Company $7,542  00 

J.  Cadigan  Company 7,797  00 

Archdeacon  &  Sullivan 8,067  00 

Crowley  &  Hickey 8,445  00 

McGahey  &  O'Connor 8,893  00 

the  lowest  responsible  bidder  was  the  Walter  H. 
Preble  Company,  who  figured  slightly  in  excess 
of  the  appropriation,  which  excess,  together  with 
the  necessary  preliminary  expenses,  namely,  bor- 
ing, copies  of  plans  and  specifications  and  an  extra 
watchman  during  the  process  of  the  work  would 
require  an  additional  appropriation  of  about  three 
hundred  dollars.  I  am  of  the  opinion  also  that 
when  the  Fruit  street  wall  is  taken  down  the 
party  wall  between  the  jail  property  and  the  city 
stables  will  require  some  extra  work  which  cannot 
be  foreseen  at  the  present  time,  possibly  partial 
rebuilding.  There  may  be  extra  work  also  re- 
required  for  the  existing  sewer  connections  on 
Fruit  street  not  included  in  the  building  of  the 
wall,  hence  I  recommend  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  at  least  $1,500  to  cover  any  extra  work 
that  may  be  absolutely  necessary  during  the  con- 
struction of  the  wall. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  his  Honor  that  your  orig- 
nal  recommendation  to  the  City  Council  was  for 
$10,000,  based  on  the  estimate  of  Engineer  John 
Mahoney  of  the  Inspection  of  Buildings  Depart- 
ment, and  this  estimate  was  afterwards  revised  by 
the  City  Council  to  $7,500.  Although  several 
engineers  have  agreed  that  the  present  foundation 
is  good  enough  to  hold  the  new  wall,  I  still  have  a 
feeling  that  the  foundation  should  be  rebuilt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  Quinn,  Jr.,  Sheriff. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $300  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk 
County  Jail,  Rebuilding  Wall. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  _  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

John  D.  Hardy,  for  compensation  for  damages 
by  overflow  of  sewage  at  117  Massachusetts  avenue. 
"Daniel  M.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  the  East  Boston  Relief  Hospital. 

May  L.  Dean,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
19  Lanark  road  by  blasting. 

Gertrude  Eilertsen,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  by  a  watering  cart  in  Scollay  square. 

Philip  Richenburg,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  by  a  watering  cart  in  Scollay  square. 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Melledy,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  a  fall  at  325  East  Eighth  street. 

P.  A.  Horton,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Clarence  D.  Bullerwell,  for  refund  of  amount 
paid  for  sidewalk  privilege  at  cellar  No.  7,  New 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  as  per  petition  of  Clifton  S. 
Day. 

Executive. 

Patrick  Glennon,  to,  be  retired  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914. 


APPROVAL   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission of  approval  of  appointment  of  Frank  L. 
Brier  as  Infirmary  Trustee. 

Placed  on  file. 


SEPTEMBER    20,    1916. 
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NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  September  28,  at  10.30 
a.  m.,  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company,  on  contemplated  changes  at  Forest  Hills 
station. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILWAY   LOCATION. 

A  copy  of  an  order  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  granting  West  End  Street 
Railway  Company  location  on  Huntington  avenue, 
487th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  petitions 
for  minors'  licenses  for  nine  newsboys  and  three 
vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be  granted. 

|     Reports  severally  accepted;   licenses  granted  on 

'usual  conditions. 


INFORMATION   ASKED   CONCERNING 
RESERVOIR. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That,  the 
Metropolitan  Sewerage  and  Water  Commission 
be  requested  to  furnish  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
such  information  as  they  may  have  relative  to  the 
future  use,  if  any,  of  the  Eagle  Hill  Reservoir 
property,  East  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ARRANGEMENTS    FOR   ELECTION 
RETURNS. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
City  Messenger  be  directed  to  make  arrangements 
for  receiving  election  returns  on  the  days  of  the 
coming  state  and  city  elections,  and  that  the 
Mayor's  hearing  room  be  opened  on  the  evenings 
of  said  days  for  the  announcement  of  the  returns; 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Incidental 
Expenses,  G-3. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.22  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  McDONALD,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  chairman 
at  6.15  p.  m. 


GALLOP'S  ISLAND  QUARANTINE  STATION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,' 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  appended 
communication,  together  with  copy  of  estimate  of 
new  construction  needed  at  Gallop's  Island  Quaran- 
tine Station,  which  I  am  most  pleased  to  submit 
for  the  information  of  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Treasury  Department, 

Public  Health  Service, 
Boston,  September  19,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — As  per  our  conversation  today,  I  am  sending 
you  herein  a  copy  of  estimate  of  new  construe!  inn 
needed  at  Gallop's  Island  Quarantine  Station. 

These  may  be  altered  by  the  department  I m  (.in- 
being  submitted  to  the  committee,  but  I  under- 
stand no  substantial  reduction  is  contemplated  n..! 
that  $25,000 for  anew  boarding  vessel  will  lie  added. 
Of  course,  nothing  can  be  done  until  the  transfer 
of  the  station  is  made, 

Respectfully, 

S.  B.  Grubbs, 
Surgeon,  Public  Health  Service. 


Estimate  submitted  to  Surgeon  General,  United 
States  Public  Health  Service,  for  new  construction 
needed  at  Gallop's  Island  Quarantine  Station,  for 
which  Congressional  appropriations  will  be  neces- 
sary. 

New  detention  building,  especially  for 

cabin  passengers    $40,000  00 

Repair  and  extension  of  wharf 20,000  00 

Bath    and    disinfecting    building    and 

equipment 10,000  00 

Breakwater 2,000  00 

Total $72,000  QQ 

Placed  on  file. 


SALE  OF  POLICE  STATION,  EAST  BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  municipal  real  estate 
expert  and  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


30  State  Street, 
Boston,  September  20,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.. Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The  city  has  attempted  three  times 
to  sell  at  public    auction   Police   Station   No.   7, 
located  on  Meridian  street,  East  Boston. 

The  upset  price  of  $12,000  yesterday  failed  to 
attract  bidders. 

Although  the  property  is  assessed  for  $24,600 
(of  which  $13,600  is  on  land  and  $11,000  on  build- 
ing) I  consider  the  land  over  assessed,  and  the 
building  of  value  to  a  building  wrecker  only. 

I  advise  that  the  City  Council  be  requested  to 
authorize  the  sale  at  public  auction  at  an  upset 
prke   of   $8,000. 

I  have  conferred  with  Mr.  John  C.  L.  Dowling 
of  the  Finance  Commission,  who  indorses  the  price 
of  $8,000. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  Beck, 
Real  Estate  Broker  and  Appraiser. 


Ordered,  That  the  building  formerly  occupied  as 
Police  Station  No.  7,  located  on  Meridian  street, 
East  Boston,  be  sold  at  public  auction  at  an  upset 
price  of  $8,000. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  move  a 
reconsideration  of  that  reference  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  Mayor  came  before  the  committee  this 
afternoon  and  said  that  the  city  has  tried  twice  to 
sell  this  land — first,  at  an  upset  price  of  $15,000, 
and  then  at  an  upset  price  of  $12,000,  and,  as  I 
understood  the  Mayor  today,  he  said  he  had  con- 
sulted with  Mr.  Dowling  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission and  that  he  thought  an  upset  price  of 
$8,000  was  all  right.  If  that  is  so,  I  don't  think  it 
is  necessary  that  this  should  go  back  to  the  com- 
mittee again.  I  think  it  is  just  as  well  to  pass  it 
today.  Of  course,  if  there  is  any  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  members  to  its  passing  at  this  time  I 
am  satisfied  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  committee 
before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  and  have 
the  matter  considered. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  president,  it  seems  to  me 
that  a  matter  of  the  sale  of  public  lands  is  ordinarily 
one  of  such  great  importance,  requiring  necessarily 
so  much  thought  and  investigation,  that  it  never 
should  be  dealt  with  in  this  manner.  I  think  the 
safeguard  of  having  such  matters  referred  to 
the  committee  who  take  the  responsibility  of 
considering  them  and  making  recommendations 
should  be  adhered  to.  Therefore,  I  hope  the 
matter  will  stay  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  rather 
an  unwise  precedent  For  us  to  establish  to  recon- 
sider the  ivter, .nee  and  pass  die  order  at  this  time 
in  the  ma  oner  suggested. 

Conn.  ATTRIDGE-  Mr.  President,  in  view  of 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  1  will  withdraw  my 
motion  and  allow   the  matter  to  remain  with  the 
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committee,  of  whieli  I  am  chairman,  and  I  will  call 
a  meeting  of  the  committee  before  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council. 

The  order  remained  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Patrick  Glennon  (re- 
ferred today)  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914 — recommending  the 
passage  of  the.  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Patrick  Glennon,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Depaitment. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  James  F.  Connors  (re- 
ferred September  14)  to  be  retired  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914 — 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  James  F.  Connors,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Cemetery  Department. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

(3)  Report  on  petition  of  Marion  J.  Boyce  et  al. 
(referred  August  28)  for  release  of  restrictions  on 
certain  land  on  Harrison  avenue,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city  to  execute  an  instrument  satisfactory  to  the 
Law  Department  whereby  the  city  shall,  so  far  as 
it  may  lawfully  do  so,  without  affecting  the  legal 
or  equitable  rights  of  other  persons,  release  the 
restrictions  now  remaining  in  force  so  far  as  they 
affect  certain  land  situate  in  Boston  and  bounded 
northwesterly  by  Harrison  avenue;  northeasterly 
by  the  centre  line  of  a  passageway;  southeasterly 
by  land  now  or  late  of  George  E.  Cabot,  trustee; 
southwesterly  by  land  now  or  late  of  said  city; 
containing  2,806  square  feet,  more  or  less,  and 
being  a  portion  of  the  land  heretofore  conveyed  by 
said  city  to  Cadis  B.  Boyce  et  al.  by  deed  dated 
May  24,  1883,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Lib.  1599,  page  18. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  second  reading  not  less 
than  fourteen  days  from  date. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  requesting 
Metropolitan  Sewerage  and  Water  Commission  to 
furnish  the  City  Council  of  Boston  with  information 
relative  to  Eagle  Hill  Reservoir  property,  East 
Boston — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  August  28)  transferring  $17,000  from 
Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  for  Commonwealth 
avenue — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report    accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  September  14)  transferring 
$35,000  from  Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  for 
Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  if  I  may  have 
the  permission  of  the  members  to  do  so,  I  would 
like  to  say  that  I  am  voting  for  this  $35,000  because 
this  department  seems  absolutely  out  of  funds. 
I  was  not  very  well  satisfied  with  our  conference 
this  afternoon  in  regard  to  that  fund,  but  I  see  no 
escape  at  the  present  time.  If  there  are  any 
remedies  to  be  applied — and  I  don't  say  that  this  is 
a  case  for  them — I  think  we  have  a  right  to  look 
to  the  chief  executive  to  take  some  steps. 

(7)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  the 
City  Messenger  be  directed  to  make  arrangements 
for  receiving  election  returns  on  the  days  of  the 
coming  state  and  city  elections,  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
City  Council,  Incidental  Expenses,  G-3 — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


(8)  Report  on  order  (referred  September  14)  to 
pay  annuity  to  widow  of  James  F.  Galvin,  a  former 
member  of  the  Fire  Department — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed.    " 

(9)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communication 
and  order  (referred  August  28)  for  transfer  of  $260 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
City  Planning  Board,  A-2,  Temporary  Employees — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(10)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for  appropriation 
of  $916.85  from  income  of  Printing  Department 
for  group  A,  personal  service,  as  per  Schedule  A — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(11)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  to  transfer  the  sum 
of  $300  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation 
for  Suffolk  County  Jail,  Rebuilding  Wall — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(12)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  September  7)  authorizing  the  City  ■ 
Auditor  to  make  the  following  transfers,  viz.: 

Printing  Department":  From  the  appropriation 
for  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  Two  Apprentices 
at  $7,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-3,  unassigned,  $250. 

Supply  Department:  From  the  appropriation 
for  B-ll,  Insurance,  B-28,  Expert  and  Architect, 
B-28,  Expert  and  Architect,  to  the  appropriation 
for  C-9,  Office  Equipment,  $14.79,  C-9,  Office 
Equipment,  $21.21,  B-39,  General  Plant,  $35. 

Report  accepted;    orders  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(13)  Report  on  the  message  and  orders  (referred 
today)  for  transfers  in  the  Police,  Overseeing  of 
the  Poor  and  Statistics  Departments — that  the 
orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   orders  passed. 

(14)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  transferring  the 
sum  of  $210  for  Building  Department  from  appro- 
priation for  Pensions  and  Annuities,  F-7,  to  appro- 
priation for  C-9,  Office,  $210 — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(15)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  August  28)  for  transfers  in  sundry  de- 
partments— that  the  orders  ought  to  pass,  except 
the  transfer  in  the  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment. 

Report  accepted;  orders  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  want  to  say 
just  a  word  about  my  position  on  these  transfers. 
I  am  going  to  vote  for  them.  That  does  not  mean, 
however,  that  I  do  not  reserve  the  right  to  criticise 
them  when  they  really  come  up  for  study  and 
examination,  as  they  are  likely  to  at  the  time  of  the 
next  annual  budget.  I  presume  most  of  them  can 
be  classified  under  the  head  of  a  mistake  in  esti- 
mates, which  is  not  surprising,  and  which  on  the 
face  of  it  I  would  not  criticise;  but  it  is  perfectly 
obvious  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  members  of  the 
Council  at  this  time  to  consider  on  its  merits, 
really,  each  one  of  these  transfers  ana  its  signifi- 
cance, what  it  means.  That  would  mean  taking  up 
the  budget  work  more  or  less  anew. 

So  I  am  voting  for  these  transfers  and  am  reserv- 
ing the  right  to  criticise  them  if  it  seems  opportune 
at  the  time  of  the  next  budget.  Some  of  the  trans- 
fers, it  appears,  are  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
salaries.  I  feel  very  strongly  that  it  is  in  the  public 
interest  and  in  the  interest  of  all  the  city  em- 
ployees that  the  question  of  increasing  salaries 
should  come  up  in  regular  form  and  as  a  matter  of 
course  once  a  year.  I  believe  that  better  justice 
can  be  done  to  the  city  and  I  believe  better  justice 
can  be  done  to  the  city  employees  by  that  method. 
It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  a  head  of  a  depart- 
ment may  come  in  and  recommend  an  increase  for 
one  man  at  this  time.  The  Mayor  is  probably  busy 
and  cannot  break  off  his  other  work,  cannot  make 
a  business  of  investigating  the  increases  in  salary 
from  day  to  day,  and  mistakes  are  likely  to  occur. 
I  am  quite  as  much  .concerned  with  a  case  where  a 
man  is  entitled  to  an  increase  and  his  case  is  not 
brought  before  the  Mayor  as  I  am  with  a  case 
whare  a  man  is  recommended  to  have  an  increase 
and  it  comes  in  here  to  be  voted  upon.  In  other 
words,  a  mistake  may  be  made,  not  merely  in 
recommending  that  a  man  who  does  not  deserve  an 
increase  shall  have  one,  but  even  a  greater  mistake 
and  one  calculated  to  do  more  injustice  may  be 
made  by  overlooking  some  man  who  is  entitled  to 
an  increase.  It  seems  to  me  the  whole  question 
should  come  up  for  review  once  a  year;    that  the 
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.Mayor,  in .  ■  consultation  with-  the.  chief  executive 
officers  can  devote  not  a  few  minutes  one  day,  but 
a  whole  day,  if-  necessary,  and  I  should  think  it 
would  be  necessary  to  devote  ten  whole  days  and 
perhaps  twenty  whole. days  jjf  his  time,  considering 
the  very  important  question  of  salary  and  wage 
increases.'  I  believe  strongly,  whether  it  is' the  case 
of  the  city  or  a  private  concern,  that  the  day  when 
salary  increases  are  stopped  a  concern  will  begin  to 
go  backward.  I  believe  fully  in  salary  increases. 
I  only  want  to  see  them  applied  with  justice  accord- 
ing to  the. merits  of  the  different  casqs.  I  believe 
neither  the  Mayor  nor  we  can  pass  oh  them  piece- 
meal in  this  "way.  It  has  been  suggested  by  some 
of  my  fellow  councilmen  that  the  matter  might 
have  been  dealt  with  last  spring.  Our  divergencies 
of  views  are  fully  understood,  and  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  go  into  that  matter  tonight.  So,  in  sub- 
stance, I  am  voting  for  these  transfers  without 
feeling  that  I  am  really  dealing  with  the  merits  of 
the  question;  but  I  do  want  to  say  that  I  believe 
one  very  important  incident  in  the  city's  history 
happened  this  afternoon,  when  the  Mayor  stated 
to  us  in  executive  committee  that  he  was  fully  in 
accord  with  the  proposition  that  salary  increases 
should  come  up  once  a  year  for  consideration  and 
action,  and  that  he  would  cooperate  with  this 
Council  in  bringing  that  about.  That  makes  me 
all  the  more  disposed,  Mr.  President,  to  cast  my 
vote  in  favor  of  the  few  increases  which  are  affected 
by  some  of  these  transfers.  I  welcome  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Mayor  on  that  point,  and  I  believe  in 
the  long  run  both  the  city  and  city  employees  are 
going  to  reap  great  advantages  from  the  applica- 
tion of  that  system. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
have  a  few  minutes  of  the  Council's  time,  even  at 
this  late  hour,  to  express  my  gratification  at  what 
has  been  said  by  Mr.  Storrow,  for  it  brings  him 
into  line  entirely  with  the  report  of  the  Budget 
Commission  which  was  made  to  this  Council  a 
year  ago  at  this  time.  That  is  to  say,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  proposition  of  regulating  and  establishing 
the  compensation  of  employees  once  a  year,  treating 
all  increases  annually,  was  one  of  the  fundamentals 
in  the  report  of  the  Budget  Commission;  and,  in 
that  connection  and  along  those  lines,  if  I  may  do 
so,  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  the  remarks 
which  I  addressed  to  this  Council  on  the  17th 
day  of  last  May  in  discussing  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations.  At  that  time  in 
some  detail  I  undertook  to  set  forth  my  reasons 
in  support  of  that  contention  and  position.  So 
these  suggestions  which  are  coming  in  now  are  not 
really  new  suggestions.  They  really  cover  a  situa- 
tion that  existed  here  last  spring,  in  the  discussion 
of  the  budget  report.  In  the  consideration  of  the 
whole  matter  at  that  time  I  think  it  appeared  that 
certain  of  us  favored  a  segregated  budget  in  all  its 
completeness,  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Budget  Commission.  If  that 
plan  had  been  adopted  we  would  have  obviated  the 
further  necessity  of  taking  up  these  increases  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year;  that  if  we  had 
segregated  Schedule  A  this  situation  which  has 
now  arisen  would  not  confront  us  tonight.  These 
very  transfers  upon  which  we  are  to  vote  might 
have  been  acted  upon  by  the  Council  in  its  hearings 
given  last  spring  to  the  public.  The  head  of  the 
Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department  appeared  before 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  advocated 
these  increases  at  that  time.  I  am  not  very  far 
wide  of  the  mark  when  I  state,  as  a  matter  of 
recollection,  that  the  Finance  Commission  even 
recommended  some  of  these  very  increases  which 
we  are  now  granting.  Therefore,  I  say  it  is  a 
matter  of  great  gratification  to  me  to  see  Mr 
Storrow  rise  and  hear  him  make  these  suggestions. 
I  am  entirely  in  accord  with  the  principle  that  we 
establish  salaries  once  a  year  and  for  the  entire 
year,  so  treating  all  increases — except  under 
some  mitigating  circumstances  it  m<>y  be  necessary 
to  make  an  exception;  but,  generally  speaking, 
to  treat  all  increases  at  one  time  for  the  entire 
year.  In  that  connection  I  want  to  refer  to  an 
editorial  which  appeared  in  the  Boston  Herald  last 
Monday  morning,  and  I  want  to  commend  the  man 
who  wrote  it  to  a  more  careful  study  of  the  situa- 
tion which  existed  here  last  spring,  when  we  had 
the  budget  under  consideration.  As  to  the 
necessity  of  making  these  increases  at  one  time, 
we  are  all  agreed.  But  I  am  going  to  quote  him 
and  quote  him  literally.     He  says: 

"  The  I  imc  I  n  li\  I  he  salaries  of  ril  \   cmplo]  ees  fa 

when  the  annual  budget  is  being  passed." 
Absolutely  true,  Mr.  President,  but  ho  goes  on 


"Otherwise,  what  is  the  purpose  of  the  elaborate 
segregation  as  set  forth  in  Schedule  A  of  the 
budget?"      , 

It  is  beyond  my  comprehension  how  he  could 
have  written  that  editorial  if  he  had  made  any 
study,  had  given  any  thought  to  the  matter,  had 
made  any  investigation  or  examination  into  what 
becurred  here  last  spring  when  we  presented  the 
budget:  "  It  shows  an  absolute  lack  of  knowledge 
of  the  facts;  and  I  would  say,  again,  that  I  com- 
mend him  to  a  more  careful  examination  of  what 
actually  occurred  here  last  spring,  for  we  all  know, 
and  every  man  who  reads  the  newspapers,. or  pre- 
tends to  have  any  knowledge  of  our  work  on  the 
budget  knows,  that  Schedule  A  was  not  segregated 
at  all. 

Coun.  STORROW — Mr.  President,  I  don't  want 
to  get  into  a  controversy  and  thresh  over  a  lot  of 
old  straw  tonight.  It  is  very  pleasant  to  be  com- 
mended by  my  brother  councilor  opposite,  and  I  do 
not  say  that  with  any  sarcasm,  but  in  real  appre- 
ciation. I  am  glad  to  be  so  commended.  I  may 
not,  however,  be  quite  as  much  in  accord  with  him 
as  his  complimentary  remarks  might  perhaps  indi- 
cate. I  still  have  exactly  the  same  views  that  I 
had  last  spring  and  am  unaware  of  any  inconsis- 
tency in  anything  I  am  doing  today.  I  believe 
now,  as  I  believed  then,  that  it  certainly  was  not 
practical  last  spring.  I  don't  think  it  is  practical 
and  in  the  public  interest  in  the  long  run  for  this 
body  to  attempt  to  pick  out  the  men  in  the  service 
of  the  city  who  are  entitled  to  salary  increases.  It 
is  not  done  in  outside  life.  In  no  case  that  I  am 
aware  of  is  an  attempt  made  by  a  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, to  which  this  body  is  analogous,  to  determine 
the  salaries  of  the  employees  of  a  corporation, 
whether  it  be  a  railroad  corporation,  a  manufactur- 
ing industry,  or  anything  else.  That  is  what  the 
executive  is  for.  That  is  true  in  outside  practice. 
I  do  not  mean  that  in  any  case  of  one,  two,  three, 
four  or  five  leading  men,  the  Board  of  Directors 
may  not  take  it  under  consideration,  but  they  do 
not  attempt  to  go  through  the  rank  and  file  and 
determine  the  question.  Why?  Because  they 
cannot  do  so.  That  is  an  executive  function,  which 
the  men  who  are  in  executive  contact  with  sub- 
ordinates must  deal  with,  because  they  are  the  only 
men  who  can  be  acquainted  with  their  work  from 
day  to  day.  I  still  feel  that  way.  I  am  very 
appreciative  of  the  commendation  of  my  brother 
councilor;  but  I  don't  want  to  get  more  than  I  am 
entitled  to,  and  therefore   I  make  that  explanation. 

President  HAGAN— The  Chair  would  like  to 
have  his  position  at  this  time  understood.  In 
voting  for  these  various  transfers  the  Chair  does 
not  want  that  vote  to  be  considered  inconsistent. 
With  a  great  many  of  these  transfer  orders  I  am  in 
accord.  There  is  a  minority  to  which  I  am  opposed 
and  I  voted  "no"  in  committee  on  that  minority. 
AH  the  matters  are  offered  here  in  bulk,  and  so  I 
have  now  got  to  vote  "no"  or  "yes,"  so  I  vote 
"yes."  But  I  don't  want  that  to  be  construed  as 
showing  that  I  am  in  favor  of  these  transfers  upon 
which  I  voted  "no"  in  committee." 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  I  wish  at  this 
time  to  state  that  by  voting  for  these  transfer 
orders,  which  are  in  the  main  meritorious,  I  do  not 
mean  to  bind  myself  in  the  future  to  vote  promis- 
cuously Monday  after  Monday  for  various  in- 
creases of  pay,  because  it  is  radically  wrong  to 
assume  that  we  have  the  opportunity  to  look  into 
them  with  the  scrutiny  which  is  necessary.  In  the 
course  of  this  short  debate  which  has  taken  place 
one  matter  happens  to  have  been  overlooked. 
When  the  budget  was  passed  last  year  we  said  we 
would  be  willing  to  pass  $40,000  for  meritorious 
raises.  It  may  well  be  said  that  there  was  no  actual 
appropriation.  That  is  correct,  Mr.  President, 
but  we  all  know  that  that  is  purely  a  technical  sug- 
gestion. As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  stood  ready  to 
vote  $40,000,  if  the  chief  executive,  who  has  the 
light  under  the  city  charter  as  it  exists  to  originate 
appropriations,  sent  the  order  to  us.  He  did  not 
do  so.  Consequently,  we  are  left  in  this  dilemma 
of  having  no  money  available  for  salary  increases 
or  raises.  He  has  the  right,  however,  under  the 
charter  as  it  exists,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  sub- 
stantial sum  of  money. was  raised  and  placed  in  the 
Reserve  Fund,  to  make  transfers  from  (lie  Reserve 
Fund  for  his  department  heads,  and  it  is  unneces- 
sary for  him  to  have  us  take  affirmative  action, 
passing  on  cacli  individual  ease.  Therefore,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that,  with  two  or  three  exception  i, 
the  orders  before  the  Council  met  with  the  unani- 
mous approval  of  the  Council,  I  shall  vote  in  favor 
of  them  at  this  time,  but  with  the  understanding 
and  reserving  the  right,  in  ease  a  perfect  Hood  of 
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orders  come  before  the  Council  in  the  manner  I  have 
suggested,  in  the  future,  to  vote  against  them. 
The  order  was  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(16)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  August  28)  for  transfer 
of  $24,100  from  Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation 
for  Fire  Department,  Engine  House  19 — that  the 
order  ought  not  to  pass,  without  prejudice. 

Report  accepted;  order  rejected  without  preju- 
dice. 

(17)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  September  7)  for  transfers  of  $9,445  and 
$14,972.10  to  an  appropriation  for  Engine  House  19 


— that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass,  without  preju- 
dice. 

Report  accepted;  order  rejected  without  preju- 
dice. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 
Coun.  KENNY  moved  a  general  reconsideration 
on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting,  hoping 
that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  6.42  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLEMAN,  to  meet  on  Monday,  October  2,  at 
three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  October  2,  1016. 
Meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the  Counci' 
Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  three  o'clock  p.m.,  President 
HAG  AN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members  present. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
terms  ending  April  30,  1917,  viz.: 

1.  William  J.  Coughlan,  94  Sydney  street,  Dor- 
chester, to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

2.  Richard  S.  Tewksbury,  6  Jefferson  avenue, 
Winthrop,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

3.  Raymond  J.  Kennealy,  117  Harvard  street, 
Brookline,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

4.  William  J.  O'Hearn,  298  Boylston  street, 
Brookline,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

5.  Cashman  B.  Shaler,  98  Holland  street,  West 
Somerville,  an  Inspector  of  Pressed  or  Bundled 
Hay  and  Straw. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


DOUBLE  TRACKS,  HYDE  PARK  AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  2,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Bay  State  Street  Railway 
Company  in  reply  to  the  order  passed  by  your  hon- 
orable body  under  date  of  September  14,  1916, 
which  is  respectfully  referred  for  your  attention. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Bay  State  Street  Railway  Company, 

Boston,  September  26,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  yours  of  the  22d  instant 
to  President  Sullivan,  with  inclosure  as  to  double- 
tracking  Hyde  Park  avenue,  from  Cleary  square  to 
Roslindale,  in  the  spring,  we  will  have  the  matter 
investigated  and  advise  you  as  early  as  possible. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Robert  S.  Goff, 
Vice  President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


VETO— SOUTH   END   PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  21,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith,  without  my 
approval,  the  order  passed  by  your  honorable  body 
under  date  of  September  7,  providing  that  $125,000 
be  appropriated  for  a  neighborhood  playground  in 
the  district  bounded  by  Castle,  Washington,  Dover 
and  Trcmont  streets,  for  the  reason  that  the  dis- 
trict prescribed  isJtoo  limited  and  property  values 
there  are  too  great  to  permit  of  the  acquisition  of 

-  ullicienl   area   In  pn>\  itle  a  suitable  phiygr I. 

I  recognize  the  necessity  for  a  playground  in  this 
congested  section  and  the  real  estate  expert  is 
now  making  a  study  of  the  district  with  a  view  to 
providing  a  suitable  breathing  place  for  the  people 
living  there  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  possible  to 
work  out  a  plan  whereby  a  breathing  place  may  be 
established  within  the  next  year. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhlky,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   PARK   AND 
RECREATION    DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  2,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council, — I  am  in  receipt 
of  the  inclosed  communication  from  the  Park  Com- 
mission, and  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 
September  29,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  informed  that  there  is  $65,800 
available  from  the  Parkman  Fund  income  on  Octo- 
ber 1.  By  vote  of  this  Board  I  would  respectfully 
ask  that  an  order  be  sent  to  the  City  Council  asking 
that  this  money  be  appropriated  as  follows: 
A-l,  Personal  Services: 

Permanent  employees $45,3 17  50 

C-14,  Equipment: 

Live  stock 1,000  00 

D-4,  Supplies: 

Forage  and  animal 8,000  00 

E-12,  Materials: 

Parks  and  recreational 9,000  00 

F-12,  Special  Items: 

Contracts  for  construction 2,482  50 

Total $65,800  00 


Very  truly  yours , 
John  H.  Dillon,   Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

October  2,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  respectfully  submit  herewith  the 
following  figures  in  support  of  request  by  this 
commission  in  our  letter  of  September  29,  1916, 
for  a  transfer  of  $65,800  which  is  now  available 
from  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  income: 
A-l,  Personal  Services: 

Deficit  in  maintenance  pay- 
rolls  ._ $25,117  00' 

Transfer  from  maintenance 
pay  rolls  to  various  items  that 
cannot  be  provided  for  by  the 
income  from  the  Parkman 
Fund 20,200  00 

Permanent  employees S45.317  00 

Amount  of  money  needed  for  pay  roll 
expense  from  October  1,  1916,  to  Jan- 
uary 31,  1917,  17  weekly  and  3 
monthly  pay  rolls $192,200  00 

Balance  on  hand,  October  1,  1916 167,803  00 

Deficit  to  be  provided  for $25,117  00 

Total  estimated  pay  rolls  for  1916-17: 

Expended  to  October  1,  1916 $391,573  00 

Estimated  for  pay  rolls,  October  1, 

1916,  to  January  31,  1917 192,200  00 


Total  amount  required  for  pay  rolls 

for  1916-17 $583,773  00 

Amount       allowed      by 

Council $558,556  00 

Revenue    from    French 

Fund 100  00 

558,656  00 


Deficit  to  be  provided  for $25,117  00 

C-14,  Equipment:  Live  Stock,  SI  ,000. 
We  asked  for  $1,000  for  this  item  in  the  budget 
ami  your  Honor  reduced  it  to  $500  and  tin-  City 
Council  struck  it  out.  This  money  was  asked  to 
purchase  birds,  etc.,  arrangements  lor  which  were 
made  at  thai  time. 

D-4,  Supplies:  Forage  and  Animal,  $S,000. 
We  asked  for  SI  t,000  for  tliis  item  in  the  budget 
but   your    Honor    reduced    it    to    $10,000    ami    the 

I  '"       '      illlli'il    re  1 1   II    III  SI, IIOO, 
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E-12,  Materials:  Parks  and  Recreational,  $9,000. 

We  asked  for  $45,000  for  this  item  in  the  budget 
but  your  Honor  reduced  it  to  $30  000.  This 
amount  is  asked  for  the  purchase  of  lumber  for 
plank  walks  badly  needed  throughout  the  depart- 
ment, $5,000;  the  purchase  of  lumber  for  repairs 
needed  at  the  Head  House  and  Castle  Island  piers, 
$3,000;  and  for  gravel  on  the  Public  Garden  and 
Boston  Common,  $1,000. 

F-12,  Special  Items:  Contracts  for  construction, 
$2,482.50. 
We  asked  for  this  item  in  the  budget  but  your 
Honor  struck  it  out.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing for  a  contract  for  the  placing  of  four  Revolu- 
tionary guns,  carriage  and  equipment,  and  tablet 
at  Highland  Park  Fort,  Roxbury,  arrangements 
being  made  for  this  work  last  October. 

Many   of   these   items.   I   assume,   were  reduced 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  the  intention  to  supply 
the  balance  from  the  Parkman  Fund  income. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  J.  Bybne,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $65,800  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  Parkman 
Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Department  for  the  mainte- 
nance and  improvement  of  the  Common  and  parks 
in  existence  on  January  12,  1887,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Aquarium  and  Zoological 
Garden  as  follows: 
A.     Personal  Service: 

1.     Permanent  employees $45,317  50 

C.  Equipment: 

14.     Live  stock 1,000  00 

D.  Supplies: 

4.     Forage  and  animal 8,000  00 

E.  Materials: 

12.     Parks  and  recreational 9,000  00 

F.  Special  Items: 

12.     Contracts  for  construction. . .       2,482  50 


$65,800  00 


Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


DEPARTMENTAL   TRANSFERS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  2,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  orders  for 
transfer  from  the  various  items  in  the  segregated 
budget  to  other  items,  in  conformity  with  the 
requests  of  department  heads,  and  recommend  the 
approval  of  the  same  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Cemetery  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  to  the'  appropriation  for  A-3,  Unas- 
signed,' $25;  B-18,  Cleaning,  $25;  C-4,  Motor 
Vehicles,  $200;  C-6,  Stable,  $30;  C-17,  General 
Plant,  $275;  D-l,  Office,  $150;  D-ll,  Motor 
Vehicle,  $150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-27,  Testing  Mate- 
rials and  Supplies,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-2, 
Postage,  $8. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Institutions  Registration  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicle  Repairs,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-40,  Harness, 
etc.,  Repairs,  $25. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers; 


Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Services 
of  Venires,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2, 
Temporary  Employees,  $63.90. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TAKING   FOR   NEPONSET   BRIDGE 
APPROACH. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  2,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 
mission and  respectfully  recommend  the  approval 
of  the  same  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 
Boston,  September- 29,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — Chapter  300  of  the  General  Acts  of 
1915  authorizes  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission 
to  take  such  lands  as  the  commission  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  approaches  to  the  new  Neponset 
Bridge,  the  construction  of  which  is  also  authorized 
by  said  act.  Acting  under  authority  of  this  act, 
the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  deem  it  nec- 
essary to  take  so  much  of  Neponset  avenue  as  is 
shown  on  a  plan  on  file  at  this  office,  a  copy  of 
which  is  inclosed  and  which  is  referred  to  in  the 
taking  which  I  transmit  herewith.  At  the  meeting 
of  the  commission,  therefore,  Wednesday,  Sep- 
tember 27,  a  taking  was  made  of  the  part  of  Nepon- 
set avenue  in  question.  A  copy  of  this  taking  is 
also  inclosed  for  the  files  of  the  city. 

Section  1  of  chapter  288  of  the  Acts  of  the  year 
1894,  which  authorizes  the  commission  to  take 
highways  or  parts  of  highways,  requires  the  con- 
currence of  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
the  city  or  town  in  which  the  highway  taken  lies, 
that  is,  in  this  case,  the  concurrence  of  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Boston. 

Two  copies  of  the  usual  form  of  concurrence  in 
such  cases  are  inclosed  herein,  one  for  your  files 
and  the  other  to  be  executed  as  indicated.  When 
this  has  been  done  the  executed  concurrence  should 
be  returned  to  this  office  to  be  attached  to  the 
original  taking  and  recorded. 

If  there  is  any  further  information  I  can  give  you 
in  this  matter  I  would  be  very  glad  to  do  so. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Geo.  Lyman  Rogers,  Secretary. 

Whereas,  The  Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 
duly  established  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, being  chapter  407  of  the  Acts  of  the  year 
1893,  acting  under  the  authority  conferred  upon 
it  by  chapter  300  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1915,  and 
of  every  other  power  and  authority  thereto  in  any 
wise  enabling,  did  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
September,  A.  D.  1916,  take  certain  lands  and 
rights  in  land  referred,  to  and  described  in  an 
instrument  of  Taking,  a  duly,  attested  copy  of 
which  has  been  submitted,  which  real  estate  lies 
in  the  City  of  Boston  and  County  of  Suffolk,  and 
is  shown  upon  a  plan  marked  "Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 
Old  Colony  Parkway,  Plan  of  land  to  be  taken  in 
Boston  for  approach  to  Neponset  Bridge, 
September  25,  1916,  John  R.  Rablin,  Engineer," 
being  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners'  Plan, 
No.  705, ■. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  joins  in  and  signifies  its  approval 
of  said  Taking  and  its  concurrence  with  said  Metro- 
politan Park  Commission  therein  and  in  every 
act,  matter  and  thing  connected  therewith. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER  TO  HOSPITAL  DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  2,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Increased     expenditures     in     the 
Hospital    Department,    made    necessary    by    the 


OCTOBER    2,    1916. 


271 


present    epidemic    of    anterior    poliomyelitis,    will 
result  in  a  shortage  in  the  hospital  appropriation. 

To    meet   this   increase   an    additional   sum    of 
$8,000  will  be  required,  and  I  accordingly  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cukley,  Mayor. 

Boston  City  Hospital,  September  13,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — Because  of  the  extraordinarily  great 
increase  in  the  cost  of  foodstuffs  (averaging  22  per 
cent  during  the  past  eight  months),  and  the  in- 
creasing demands  on  the  hospital,  there  has  been 
expended  during  the  past  eight  months  for  food 
and  ice  $131,253.93.  Should  this  average  con- 
tinue for  the  remaining  four  months,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  it  will,  there  will  be  a 
deficit  on  food  and  ice  of  $20,000.  From  the  most 
reliable  sources  of  information,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  food  will  be  even  higher. 
The  months  when  the  population  of  the  hospital 
is  greatest  are  now  coming  on  and  if  the  present 
rate  is  maintained  there  will  be  an  estimated 
deficit  of  $20,000  under  Item  D-2.  The  trustees, 
because  of  the  prevailing  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis, 
and  in  order  that  the  citizens  might  be  protected 
in  so  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  deemed  it  wise  to 
open  the  Southampton  wards  rather  than  take 
these  cases  into  the  South  Department.  This 
was  a  contingency  that  could  not  possibly  be  fore- 
seen and  therefore  no  provision  was  made  in  the 
budget.  There  are  today  forty-eight  cases  now 
confined  there  and  there  is  every  indication  that 
the  epidemic  has  not  reached  its  height.  All  of 
these  required  more  than  the  ordinary  amount  of 
nursing  and  forced  feeding,  and  a  stay  in  the  hos- 
pital of  at  least  four  weeks.  The  trustees  have 
no  means  of  knowing  when  it  will  subside,  and  as 
a  consequence  when  they  can  again  turn  over  the 
Southampton  wards  to  the  Health  Department. 

The  trustees  working  for  the  first  time  under  a 
segregated  budget  have  earnestly  endeavored  to 
cooperate  with  you  and  the  City  Council  in  that 
the  department  live  within  its  appropriation. 

Despite  the  fact  that  food  will  probably  cost 
more  than  allowed  in  the  budget  and  that  an  unex- 
pected burden  has  been  entailed  on  the  Hospital 
Department  as  a  result  of  the  epidemic  of  polio- 
myelitis, the  trustees  feel  that  unless  the  epidemic 
reaches  extraordinary  proportions,  by  curtailing 
in  so  far  as  consistent  with  good  management  on 
other  items,  they  can  maintain  the  hospital  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year  on  $8,000  additional. 

I  therefore  reluctantly  request,  on  behalf  of  the 
hospital  trustees,  that  your  Honor  petition  the 
Honorable  Council  to  transfer  to  the  Hospital 
Department   the  sum  of    $8,009,   under  Item  D-2. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

A.  Shuman, 
President  Board  of  Trustees. 

Ordered^  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  189.3,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $8,000  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Hospital 
Department,'  D-2,  Food  and  Ice. 

Referred  to  the  Executive   Committee. 


POWER     PLANT,     DEER     ISLAND. 
The  following  was  received 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  2,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed  com- 
munication from  the  Perial  Institutions  Commis- 
sioner and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

Respectfully, 
James   M.   Cukley,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Penal  Institutions  Department, 

September  13.  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, —  In  January,  1915,  at  the  rcqu'  i  oi 
your  Honor,  Mr.  Mahar,  heating  engineer  of  the 
Schoolhouse  Department,  made  a  survey  at  Deer 
Island,  with  the  view  of  designing  :i  power  plant 
containing  boilers  to  replace  those  that   were  con- 


demned by  the  boiler  insurance  companies.  This 
problem  was  carefully  gone  over  and  at  the  time 
when  I  assumed  office  as  Penal  Commissioner  these 
plans  were  about  prepared  and^ready  to  be  put  on 
the  market  for  competitive  figures.  We  thought 
at  the  time  that  by  starting  the  work  the  first  of 
May,  1915,  the  new  boiler  house  would  be  ready 
for  completion  about  December  1,  and  was  so 
designed  that  the  design  and  installation  would 
in  no  way  interfere  with  the  operating  of  the 
present  plant. 

For  various  reasons  which  I  have  already  dis- 
cussed no  appropriation  was  available  to  do  the 
work  and  nothing  was  done  to  better  the  conditions 
then  existing.  Since  then  the  insurance  companies 
have  made  their  annual  inspection  and  have  con- 
demned all  of  the  boilers  except  those  in  the  boiler 
house  of  the  women's  prison  and  one  in  the  present 
power  plant.  The  Finance  Commission  have 
called  for  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the 
plant  as  designed  by  Mr.  Mahar.  I  have  fur- 
nished them  this  information  and  they  have  in- 
vestigated and  recommend  that  instead  of  an 
appropriation  of  $55,000  that  an  appropriation  of 
$41,500  be  made.  If  it  is  possible,  and  I  doubt 
the  possibility  of  doing  the  proposed  work  for  the 
amount  specified  by  the  Finance  Commission,  the 
time  is  too  short  to  do  the  work  and  relieve  the 
present  conditions  at  the  island.  As  this  work 
cannot  be  completed  for  several  months,  your 
Honor  will  see  that  the  new  boiler  plant  will  not 
relieve  conditions  as  they  are  now  existing  at  the 
island,  and  it  seems  necessary  to  do  something 
to  the  present  plant  to  allow  it  to  be  operated 
while  the  new  plant  is  in  process  of  construction. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  original  appropriation 
of  $55,000  be  asked  for  in  order  that  sufficient 
funds  may  be  at  hand  to  do  necessary  temporary 
repairs  of  the  present  boilers  and  to  start  the  work 
of  installing  the  new  power  plant  as  suggested 
by  the  Finance  Commission.  This  extra  amount 
over  what  the  Finance  Commission  have  stipu- 
lated would  pay  for  the  temporary  repairs  and 
provide  for  the  employment  of  a  concrete  inspector, 
clerk  of  works,  engineer's  services,  blueprinting 
and  the  preparation  of  the  plans  for  the  contractors 
as  per  the  suggestion  of  the  Finance  Commission. 
Respectfully  yours, 

David  B.  Shaw, 
Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $41,500  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  power  and  heating  plant  at  Deer 
Island,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


RECONSTRUCTION   OF  ENGINE 
HOUSE  19,   MATTAPAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  2,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  order  pro- 
viding for  alteration  and  reconstruction  of  Engine 
House  No.  19,  Mattapan,  and  for  motor  apparatus 
to  be  there  installed. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley-,  Mayor. 

I  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
I  lie  \ri.s  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $9,445  from  the 
appropriation  for  .Footbridge,  Dalton  Street,  to 
BoylstOD    Street,    and    the  sum   of   $14,972.11)   from 

(he  appropriation  for  House  and  Apparatus,  Parker 

Hill,   to  an   appropriation   for    t  ng House   19, 

Alterations  and  Motor  Apparatus, 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER   FOB    SUFFOLK    COUNTS 
COURTHOUSE. 

The  following  was  received: 

(  lity  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  2,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 
i  lent  lemon,     I    am    in    receipf    of    the    inclosed 
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communication  from  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County 
and  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
appended  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Suffolk  County  Court  House, 
Boston,  September  28,  1916. 
To  His  Honor  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  the  Honorable  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Under  date  of  February  24,  1916, 
I  addressed  a  communication  to  you  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  necessity  of  a  pump  for  operating  the 
elevators  in  this  building,  and  attached  thereto 
the  report  of  Mr.  James  J.  Mahar,  heating  engi- 
neer for  the  Schoolhouse  Department.  I  asked  at 
that  time  for  an  appropriation  of  five  thousand 
dollars  for  the  pump,  with  necessary  foundation 
and  accessories.  In  revising  the  budget  this 
amount  was  reduced  to  four  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  This  work  was  advertised,  and  the  bids 
were  opened  September  5,  the  lowest  being  five 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twelve  and  ^ 
dollars.  My  request  for  five  thousand  dollars  was 
based  on  an  estimate  made  last  winter  and  the 
difference  between  that  and  the  lowest  bid  repre- 
sents, I  am  informed,  the  advance  in  the  cost  of 
materials  and  labor  since  that  time. 

I  request  that  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
be  authorized  in  excess  of  the  appropriation  to 
cover  the  cost  of  installing  the  pump  and  inciden- 
tals, otherwise  an  accident  or  temporary  suspen- 
sion for  repairs  on  either  of  the  old  pumps  will 
seriously  impair  the  elevator  service  in  this  building. 

In  the  report  of  Mr.  Mahar,  above  referred  to. 
there  also  appears  a  recommendation  that  the  two 
boiler  feed  pumps  be  replaced  with  new  ones,  his 
estimate  being  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  A 
requisition  for  repairs  on  these  pumps  was  made 
January  31,  1916,  to  the  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment, but  nothing  has  been  done  on  them.  I  am 
informed  today  by  that  department  that  the 
present  condition  of  the  appropriation  will  not 
permit  the  work  desired.  One  of  these  pumps  is 
now  out  of  commission,  and  to  be  repaired  will 
have  to  be  sent  away,  the  work  entailing  considera- 
ble expense.  If  anything  should  happen  to  the 
other,  which  is  old  and  not  in  the  best  condition, 
the  feed  water  system  for  the  boilers  will  be 
useless.  I  request  that  the  sum  of  seven  hundred 
dollars  be  allowed  for  two  new  pumps. 
Yours  very  respectfully, 

John  Qtjinn,  Jr.,  Custodian. 

January  14,  1916. 
Joseph  P.  Lomasney,  Esq., 

Chairman  Schoolhouse  Commission: 

Dear  Sir, — At  your  request  I  visited  the  Suffolk 
County  Courthouse,  Pemberton  square,  Boston, 
and  in  company  with  Sheriff  Quinn  and  the  chief 
engineer,  investigated  the  proposed  changes  and 
additions  to  the  power  plant.  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report. 

First.  The  present  boiler  feed  pumps  have 
been  in  use  for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  cost  of 
repairs  is  increasing  each  year.  I  would  recom- 
mend that  these  pumps  be  removed  and  two  new 
ones  installed  in  their  places,  the  new  pumps  to 
be  fitted  with  lubricators  and  other  appliances 
complete.  Remodel  the  present  foundations  to 
receive  the  new  pumps,  and  make  whatever  changes 
are  necessary  in  the  present  piping.  My  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  this  work  is  approximately  $650. 

Second.  Install  on  the  hot  water  tank  a  1-inch 
siphon  regulator  for  controlling  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  water.  The  cost  of  this  work  I  esti- 
mate to  be  approximately  $55. 

Third.  Remove  from  three  boilers  the  present 
grates,  and  install  in  their  places  three  sets  of  new 
snaking  and  dumping  grates,  approximately 
36  square  feet  in  each  boiler.  The  cost  of  the 
grates  installed,  together  with  repairs  on  the  brick 
fire  boxes,  I  estimate  to  be  approximately  $700. 

Fourth.  During  the  coming  year  it  will  be 
necessary  to  renew  the  elevator  cables  and  install 
in  their  places  new  ones.  This  cable  is  divided 
into  sixteen  pieces  400  feet  each,  making  a  total 
of  6,400  feet.  My  estimate  of  this  furnished  and 
installed  is  approximately  $700. 

Fifth.  There  is  approximately  500  feet  of  1§- 
inch  steam  main  which  is  overloaded.  I  would 
suggest  that  this  be  disconnected  and  a  new 
3-inch  main  installed  and  connected  to  the  present 
piping.  This  would  also  necessitate  the  installa- 
tion of  500  feet  of  2-inch  corresponding  return 
main,  and  a  new  2-inch   reducing   pressure   valve 


also.     The  approximate  cost  of  this  work,  which 
consists  mostly  of  labor,  would  be  $500. 

Sixth.  About  four  dozen  siphon  valves  and 
sets  seem  necessary.  These  could  be  bought  and 
furnished  to  the  engineer,  and  installed  by  a  me- 
chanic who  does  this  work  at  the  Courthouse. 
These  would  cost  approximately  $175. 

Seventh.  In  this  building  there  are  six  hy- 
draulic elevators  operated  by  two  Deane  elevator 
pumps.  These  pumps  have  been  in  use  a  number 
of  years  and  each  succeeding  year  the  cost  of  re- 
pairs increases.  As  each  pump  is  only  capable 
of  operating  one  half  the  load  or  three  elevators, 
it  often  happens  that  when  pump  repairs  are 
necessary  half  the  service  or  three  elevators  are 
put  out  of  commission.  It  seems  necessary  and 
urgent,  therefore,  to  install  in  this  building  a  third 
elevator  pump  capable  of  taking  care  of  two 
thirds  the  load,  or  four  elevators.  This  arrange- 
ment would  always  assure  the  use  of  a  spare  pump 
in  case  of  an  emergency. 

Under  the  present  conditions  the  installation  of 
a  third  pump  would  be  a  very  difficult  proposition, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  present  boiler  room  is 
directly  under  the  pump  room.  A  pump  capable 
of  doing  the  work  required  would  weigh  approxi- 
mately from  30,000  to  65,000  pounds,  depending 
of  course  on  the  type  selected.  To  carry  this  weight 
it  would  be  necessary  to  reinforce  the  floor  of  the 
pump  room  with  steel  girders  supported  on  columns 
erected  in  the  boiler  room.  In  my  opinion  these 
columns  would  seriously  interfere  with  the  firing 
and  handling  of  the  boilers. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
question  of  elevator  pump  installation  should  be 
made  a  part  of  a  more  comprehensive  plan,  one 
that  would  provide  space  in  another  part  of  the 
building  sufficiently  large  not  only  to  receive  all 
of  the  elevator  apparatus  but  also  an  electric 
generating  plant. 

In  selecting  an  elevator  pump  to  do  the  work 
described  above,  I  would  recommend  a  type  equal 
to  the  Laidlow-Dunn-Gordon.  While  the  first 
cost  of  installation  is  higher  than  other  types,  still 
it  shows  a  very  good  economy  in  steam  consump- 
tion. Such  a  pump  capable  of  operating  four 
elevators  could  be  installed  for  $6,500.  Adding  to 
this  the  cost  of  the  foundation,  piping,  etc.,  the 
total  cost  would  be  about  $12,000. 

Trusting  I  have  given  all  the  information  desired, 
lam, 

Sincerely  yours, 

James  J.  Mahak, 

Heating  Engineer. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1,700  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk 
County  Courthouse,  C-17,  General  Plant. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Nicholas  Carafotias,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  12  Spring  street,  West  Roxbury,  by  sewer 
construction. 

James  J.  Corliss,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
fence  at  63  Leonard  street  by  city  employee. 

Annie  M.  A.  Cushman,  for  compensation  for  ill- 
ness caused  by  being  drenched  by  a  watering  cart  in 
Forest  Hills  square. 

Anna  L.  Davis,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  at  corner  of  Reading  and  Island 
streets. 

D.  N.  Dopkeen,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
awning  at  1191  Washington  street  by  a  watering 
cart. 

Dustoline  For  Roads  Company,  for  compensa- 
'tion  for  damage  to  automobile  by  a  police  patrol 
automobile. 

Rose  Gilbert,,  for  a  hearing  on  her  claim  for  in- 
juries caused  by  a  fall  on  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Hugh  D.  Kelly,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
1125,  1127  and  1129  Dorchester  avenue  and  at  3, 
5  and  7  Melvinside  terrace  by  overflow  of  sewer. 

Clara  L.  Neugroschl,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  67,  74  and  75  Claxton 
street  by  shutting  off  and  on  of  water. 
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Bessie  Pinstein,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  corner  Chambers  and  Auburn 
streets '(248  Chambers  street). 

Elgin  Rockwell,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  Savin  Hill  Beach. 

Union  Furniture  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damag«s  by  a  leak  in  water  main  at  46  and  48 
Eliot  street. 

John  Reardon,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  sustained  by  fall  on  sidewalk  203  Blue  Hill 
avenue. 

Executive. 

Kathinka  Brinson,  to  be  refunded  portion  of  fee 
for  victualler's  license  for  premises  177  Broadway, 
which  she  was  obliged  to  vacate. 

Matthew  J.  O'Neil,  to  be  retired  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914. 

Castle  Square  Military  Range,  for  permit  to  sell, 
rent  or  lease  firearms  at  390  and  392  Tremont 
street,  Ward  6. 

Petitions  for  sidewalks,  viz.: 

Mrs.  Lydia  S.  N.  Gaston  et  al.,  sidewalks  on 
Orchard  street. 

Sarah  F.  Sanford  et  al.,  sidewalks  on  Rockwell 
street. 

Public  Lands. 

Josiah  H.  Goddard,  for  release  of  restrictions  on 
land  on  Wareham  and  Maiden  streets. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Samuel  Fine,  keeping  of  gasolene,  300  Bremen 
street,  East  Boston. 

The  New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company,  keeping  of  gasolene,  32  and  34  Chester- 
field street  and  36  and  38  Lansdowne  street,  Rox- 
bury. 

G.  V.  Wattendorf,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
699  Columbia  road. 

T.  B.  Munroe,  keeping  of  gasolene,  1939  Com- 
monwealth avenue. 

M.  O'Keefe  (Inc.),  keeping  of  gasolene,  rear  101 
Farnham  street,  Roxbury. 

Charles  A.  Dailey,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
624-628  Fourth  street. 

A.  W.  Hastings  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
134  Friend  street. 

Taylor-Palmer  Garage  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  169  Huntington  avenue. 

Philip  S.  Aronson,  keeping  of  gasolene,  25  Law- 
rence avenue,  Dorchester. 

Edric  Eldridge,  keeping  of  gasolene,  39  Loch- 
stead  avenue. 

Ansel  C.  Benson,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
30-42  Massasoit  street,  Dorchester. 

Alice  W.  Dorr,  keeping  of  gasolene,  28  Melville 
avenue. 

Cemetery  Trustees,  keeping  and  storage  of  dyna- 
mite at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

Cemetery  Trustees,  keeping  and  storage  of  gas- 
olene at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

Solon  W.  Bingham,  keeping  of  gasolene,  146 
Washington  street,  Dorchester. 

J.  O.  Whitten  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene,  68 
Western  avenue,  Brighton. 

A.  E.  Chadboume,  keeping  of  gasolene,  20  West- 
ville  street,  Dorchester  (two  notices). 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  appointment  by  the  Mayor 
of  Robert  S.  Peabody  as  Park  and  Recreation 
Commissioner,  a  certified  copy  of  the  same  having 
been  sent  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 

Placed  on  file. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  asking  for  information  concern- 
ing Robert  S.  Peabody  appointed  by  the  Mayor  as 
Park  and  Recreation  Commissioner. 


NOTICE  OF  HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  October  5,  at  2.30  p.  m., 
on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
for  authority  to  use  two-car  surface  trains  for 
transportation  of  baggage,  etc. 

Placed  on  file. 


LAYING  OUT  OF  MINOT  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

.  City    of   Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

September  29,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Replying  to  the  inclosed  order  of 
your  honorable  body,  requesting  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  and  a  report  as  to  the  advisability  of  laying 
out  and*  constructing  Minot  street,  Dorchester, 
between  Adams  and  Carruth  streets,  I  am  directed 
by  the  Board  to  say  that  it  is  the  intention  to 
accept  this  street  immediately.  It  is  estimated 
that  it  will  cost  $16,000  to  construct  the  street. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  Board  to  give  a  public 
hearing  in  the  matter,  as  required  by  statute, 
within  the  next  two  weeks. 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  J.  O'Callaghan, 

Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULES. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  reporting  the  cost  of 
constructing  sidewalks  along  Neponset  avenue, 
Belgrade  avenue,  Bowdoin  street  and  Quincy 
street,  and  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  fore- 
going schedules  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
assessed  the  sums  set  against  their  respective 
names  as  their  proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of 
constructing  artificial  stone  sidewalks,  and  the 
same  is  ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  given  the 
parties  as  aforesaid. 

The  assessments  are  as  follows: 

Neponset  avenue,  $1,549.71. 

Belgrade  avenue,  $277.84. 

Bowdoin  street,  $562.69. 

Quincy  street,  $543.91. 

The  order  was  passed. 


CLERK   HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Registrar  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  report  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws, 
certifying  that  certain  persons  have  been  em- 
ployed in  his  office  from  August  28  to  September 
25,  and  that  work  had  been  performed  to  the 
amount  of  $4,039.75. 

Approved,  and  ordered  paid. 


PENSION   FOR   HENRY   FOX. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order — That  chap- 
ter 251  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  Provide  for  the  Pensioning  of  Henry  Fo^,  a 
Court  Officer  of  the  City  of  Boston" — be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  accepted.  • 

_     Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PENSION   FOR   ANNIE   DOIIERTY. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order — That 
chapter  249  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
"An  Act  To  Authorize  the  County  of  Suffolk  to 
Pension  Annie  Doherty  of  Boston" — be  and  the 
same  hereby  is  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALE  OF  STATION  HOUSE,  EAST  BOSTON. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  a  report  on  message  of 
Mayor  and  order  (referred  September  20)  for  sale 
of  building  formerly  occupied  as  Police  Station 
No.  7,  East  Boston — recommending  passage  of 
order  in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  the 
building  and  land  formerly  occupied  b\  the  Police 
Department  and  known  as  Station  No.  7,  East 
Boston,  at  an  upset  price  of  not  less  than  nine 
thousand  dollars,  and  upon  such  sale  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  is  hereby  authorized  in  the  name  and 
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behalf  of  the  city  and  by  an  instrument  satisfactory 
to  the  Law  Department  to  convey  said  property 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof. 

Conn.  ATTRIDGE—  Mr.  President,  I  simply 
desire  to  say  that  this  land  was  first  offered  for  sale 
with  an  upset  price  of  $1.5,000.  The  city  found 
no  purchaser.  The  Council  then  reduced  the  price 
to  $12,000,  and  another  auction  was  held,  and 
still  no  purchaser.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  now  recommends  that  the  upset  .price  be 
$9,000.  * 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  given  its 
first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  6,  nays  0.  The 
order  will  take  its  second  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  this  date. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  viz.: 

1.  Arthur  L.  Fish,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

2.  George  F.  Murphy,  to  be  a  Weigher  of 
Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery. 

3.  Norman  A.  Whittum,  to  be  a  Weigher  of 
Coal  and  a  Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark. 

4.  Francis  M.  Campbell,  to  be  a  Weigher  of 
Goods,  for  the  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Com- 
pany, and  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  a  Weigher 
of  Boilers  and  Heavy  Machinery. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Kenny  and  Attridge.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  several 
appointments  were  confirmed. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.18  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  McDONALD,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  6.35  p.  m.        . 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Matthew  J.  O'Neil 
(referred  today)  for  retirement  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914 — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1915,  Matthew  J.  O'Neil,  employed  in  the  Labor 
Service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Castle  Square  Military 
Range  (referred  today)  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or 
lease  firearms  at  390  and  392  Tremont  street, 
Ward  6 — that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
condition. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  orders  for  transfers  (referred  today) 
from  Institutions  Registration  Department,  Munic- 
ipal Court,  South  Boston  district,  and  Cemetery 
Department — that  the  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   orders  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  accepting 
act  for  pensioning  of  Henry  Fox — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  accepting 
act  to  pension  Annie  Doherty — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for  transfer  of  $1,700 
from  Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  for  Suffolk 
County  Court  House,  C  17,  general  plant — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for  transfer  of  $8,000  " 
from  Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  for  Hospital 
Department,  D  2,  food  and  ice — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfer  of  sums  of  $9,445  and 
$14,972.10,  respectively,  to  appropriation  for 
Engine  House  19,  Alterations  and  Motor  Appara- 
tus— that  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

Report  accepted;  order  rejected. 


IMPROVEMENT    OF    ENGINE    HOUSE    19. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  21,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — As  a  substitute  for  the  order 
recommended  by  me  today  for  the  improvement  of 
Engine  House  No.  19,  I  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  two  orders. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $9,200  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropriation  for  Engine 
House  19,  Alterations  and  Motor  Apparatus.. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $14,972.10 
from  the  appropriation  for  House  and  Apparatus, 
Parker  Hill,  to  an  appropriation  for  Engine  House 
19,  Alterations  and  Motor  Apparatus. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE  the  rules 
were  suspended  in  order  that  the  orders  might  go 
upon  their  passage. 

The  order  for  transfer  of  $9,200  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Engine  House  19, 
Alterations  and  Motor  Apparatus,  was  passed, 
yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
for  the  transfer  of  $14,972.10  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  House  and  Apparatus,  Parker  Hill,  to  an 
appropriation  for  Engine  House  19,  Alterations  and 
Motor  Apparatus. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  has  voted  on  this  matter  that  it 
was  the  sense  of  the  committee  that  $5,000  should 
be  transferred  from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  the-  pur- 
pose of  repairing  the  wall,  it  being  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  what  was  contemplated  there  was 
a.  current  expenditure;  that  the  balance  of  $10,000, 
or  approximately  that  amount,  should  be  provided 
for  in  an  order  from  the  Mayor  sent  to  this  Council 
transferring  the"  amount  from  Parker  Hill 
firehouse  to  Engine  19.  In  view  of  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  it  seems  clear  that 
we  ought  to  lay  this  order  on  the  table  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council,  until  the  Mayor  has 
had  an  opportunity  to  send  in  an  order  in  conform- 
ity with  the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  committee. 
Consequently,  I  move  that  the  order  lie  on  the 
table. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  am 
going  to  oppose  further  delay  on  this  order.  The 
statement  made  by  the  previous  speaker  is  abso- 
lutely correct.  We  have  discussed  the  matter  very 
thoroughly  in  committee,  and  the  majority  of  the 
committee  was  of  the  opinion  that  $5,000  of  the 
amount  specified  in  the  order  should  come  out  of 
taxes.  I  think  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  members  of  the  Council  that  $5,000  of  the 
amount  should  come  out  of  the  taxes  under  ordi- 
ary  conditions;  but  we  are  facing  extraordinary 
conditions  in  the  finances  of  the  city  today,  and 
are  staring  in  the  face  many  expenditures  which 
are  liable  to  come  before  us  with  a  very  much 
depleted  reserve  fund  at  the  present  time.  Under 
ordinary  conditions  I  would  favor  the  appropria- 
tion of  this  amount  of  money  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  entirely,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  see  this  order 
delayed  further  for  the  reason  advanced,  under  the 
circumstances  confronting  us,  simply  while  we 
await  the  Mayor's  pleasure  in  sending  in  further 
transfers  from  the  Reserve  Fund.  I  doubt  if  he 
will  do  so,  and  it  will  simply  mean  the  delay_  of 
much  needed  improvements  on  this  old  engine 
house  at  Mattapan.  I  think  nobody  farriliar 
with  the  conditions  under  which  the  men  are  now 
living  and  have  been  living  in  the  old  house  there 
would  hesitate  one  moment  in  voting  for  the 
immediate  transfer  of  this  loan  which  was  made 
for  Parker  Hill  some  years  ago.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  will  not  prevail 
but  that  the  order  will  be  given  its  first  reading 
and  passage  today. 
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Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  beg  to 
state  that  the  Mayor  himself  sent  in  a  transfer 
order  for  another  amount  than  this — namely, 
$24,000,  to  be  taken  from  the  Reserve  Fund — 
about  a  month  ago.  We  are  now  nearing  the  end 
of  the  year.  Undoubtedly  there  will  be  an  in- 
crease over  the  amount  estimated,  and  the  com- 
mittee is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Mayor  will 
eventually  send  in  such  an  order  as  they  believe 
should  be  sent  in.  The  delay  has  not  been  due  to 
the  City  Council.  We  are  willing  to  appropriate 
the  money.  We  simply  want  to  insist  upon  a 
principle  well  settled  by  this  Council — that  money 
for  current  expenses  shall  not  be  borrowed,  but 
shall  come  from  taxes. 

President  HAGAN— The  Chair  would  like  to 
give  all  possible  latitude  on  this  matter,  but 
trusts  that  the  gentlemen  speaking  will  be  as 
brief  as  possible.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
is  not  debatable. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— This  is  not  a  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  but  a  motion  to  lay  over  to 
a  day  certain,  practically  a  motion  to  assign. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  it  is  true 
that  the  Mayor  sent  in  an  order  transferring  all 
the  money  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  but  the  gentle- 
man from  Dorchester  (Coun.  Collins),  whose  dis- 
trict the  engine  house  is  in,  voted  against  it  and 
did  not  want  to  have  the  improvement  made  in 
that  way.  The  Mayor  then  said  some  things 
to  the  newspaper  reporters  and  the  newspaper 
reporters  ran  them,  and  now  the  gentleman, 
instead  of  doing  what  he  did  in  the  Executive 
Committee,  is  asking  to  have  the  matter  laid  on  the 
table.  He  voted  to  kill  it  in  Executive  Com- 
mittee; why  doesn't  he  do  it  here?  I  am  going  to 
vote  in  favor  of  the  order  sent  in  by  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  the 
gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber  said 
that  the  Mayor  originally  sent  in  a  transfer  order 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  the  entire  amount. 
I  don't  doubt  that,  at  all.  I  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised that  the  Mayor  should  change  his  mind, 
however.  You  remember,  in  regard  to  the 
$25,000  proposed  for  granolithic  sidewalks,  that 
the  Mayor  came  before  the  City  Council  a  short 
time  ago  and  said  he  did  not  dare  to  use  a  dollar 
of  it  for  that  purpose,  because  the  Reserve  Fund 
was  being  so  much  depleted  that  he  would  have 
to  use  that  $25,000  for  the  care  of  the  poor  and 
sick  of  the  city.  Now,  are  we  going'  to  take  a 
chance  of  reducing  the  Reserve  Fund  so  that  when 
the  matter  of  taking  care  of  the  poor  and  sick  of 
the  city  comes  up  that  fund  will  be  reduced  for 
these  other  purposes?  I  say  no,  ancl  I  hope  the 
motion  will  not  prevail. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  the  objec- 
tion made  by  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order  admittedly  suggests  a  very 
fine  point  of  discrimination.  While  we  are  all  in 
favor  of  the  financial  principle  outlined,  it  clearly 
seems  to  me  that  this  is  one  case  where  it  is  just, 
reasonable  and  right  to  make  an  exception  to  the 
rule,  and  I  am  going  to  vote  against  laying  the 
order  .on  the  table. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man from  Charlestown  (Coun.  McDonald)  says 
that  I  was  not  in  favor  of  the  improvement  of  the 
engine  house.  In  saying  that  he  is  stating  what 
is  not  so.  Furthermore,  if  this  was  rejected  by 
the  Executive  Committee  I  was  not  present  at 
the  meeting  of  the  committee  on  that  day.  Other- 
wise, I  would  have  insisted  that  this  money  be 
taken  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  as  I  have  tried  to 
have  done  today  by  asking  that  the  entire  sum  be 
taken  from  the  Reserve  Fund.  I  believe  the 
engine  house  ought  to  be  repaired.  It  has  been 
in  bad  condition  for  years,  and  something  should 
be  done.  But  I  cannot  see  wherein  a  delay  of  a 
week  or  two  will  hurt  anything.  So  I  hope  the 
motion  will  prevail. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared 
carried.  Coun.  BALLANTYNE  doubted  the  vole 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  was 
lost,  yeas  3,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Collins,  Hagan,  Storrow — 3. 

Nays — Covin.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Coleman, 
Kenny,  McDonald — 5. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  order  be  rejected  wiHioul  prejudice,  bearing  in 
mind  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, that  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  send 
to  us  an  order  providing  for  the  transfer  of  $5,000 


from  the  Reserve  Fund  and  that  $10,000  be  trans- 
ferred from  Parker  Hill  Engine  House,  both 
transfers  to  be  made  to  Engine  19,  Dorchester. 
These  orders,  of  course,  must  emanate  from  the 
Mayor. 

President  HAGAN — The  question  now  comes  on 
the  passage  of  the  order,  and  the  Clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
as  a  substitute  motion. 

President  HAGAN— The  Chair  will  rule  that  the 
motion  as  submitted  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  then  I  move 
that  the  order  be  referred  back  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  rise 
to  a  point  of  order,  that  the  President  has  directed 
the  Clerk  to  call  the  roll  and  that  no  other  motion 
is  in  order  at  this  time. 

President  HAGAN— Well,  the  Chair  desires,  if 
there  is  no  objection,  to  extend  the  greatest  latitude 
to  everybody.  With  a  desire  to  be  as  liberal  as 
possible  in  the  matter,  the  Chair  will  put  Coun. 
Collins'  motion,  which  is  to  refer  the  matter  back 
to  the  Executive  Committee  for  further  consider- 
ation. 

Coun.  KENNY^ — Mr.  President,  I  am  prepared 
to  vote  against  this  order  now,  and  that  is  why  I 
voted  against  laying  on  the  table.  I  want  to 
register  my  vote  against  it  now,  as  I  did  in. Execu- 
tive Committee.  I  would  like  to  have  the  maker 
of  the  motion  let  me  know  why  it  should  be  referred 
back  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  advising  the  Chief  Executive  what  our 
determination  is,  and  so  that  there  shall  be  before 
the  Executive  Committee  a  live  order  on  the 
subject,  so  that  this  very  urgent  matter  may  be 
brought  up  without  delay  for  action. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  don't  see  why 
this  order  should  not  be  rejected  now.  If  there 
are  not  six  votes  here  to  support  it,  it  will  be 
rejected.  The  Executive  Committee  has  already 
acted  on  the  matter  and  has  made  its  report,  and 
the  subject  is  now  here  for  disposition.  I  hope  that 
the  motion  to  refer  will  not  pass. 

President  HAGAN — The  Chair  would  remind 
the  Council — a  fact  which  has  perhaps  been 
forgotten — that  the  Executive  Committee  acted 
upon  this  in  an  informal  manner.  It  has  never 
been  presented  formally  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Coun.  KENNY— That  is  true,  Mr.  President, 
but,  nevertheless,  the  committee  did  act  upon  it. 

President  HAGAN — Yes. 

Coun.  Collins'  motion  to  refer  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  was  declared  lost.  Coun. 
COLLINS  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Committee 
was  lost,  yeas  3,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Collins,  Hagan,  Storrow — 3. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Ballantyne,  Coleman, 
Kenny,  McDonald — 5. 

The  order  was  rejected,  yeas  3,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Ballantvne,  Coleman,  McDonald 
—3. 

Nays — Coun.  Attridge,  Collins,  Hagan,  Kenny, 
Storrow — 5. 


SIDEWALK   ORDERS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  Nos.  492,  494,  490  Tremont  street,  Nos.' 4 
and  6  Dover  street,  Ward  9,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5 
to  12  feet  in  width,  and  lo  be  built  of  artificial 
stone  with  granite  edgestones,  under  I  he  provisions 
of  chapter  269  "I  H"-  Special  Acts  of  191(5. 

Passed. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order  Thai  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  the  northerly  side  of  Park  street,  between 
Clayton  and  Adams  streets.  Ward  20,  in  front  of 
the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  I"  from  5  to  12  feel  iii  width,  and  to  be  built 
of    artificial    Stone,  with    granite    edgestonc,  under 
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the  provisions  of  chapter  269  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1916. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


NEXT    MEETING. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BAL- 
LANTYNE,  that  when  it  adjourned  it  be  to  meet 
on  October  17,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  COLLINS  moved  a.  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  6.55  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
McDONALD,  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  October  17,  at 
two  o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Tuesday,  October  17,  1916. 
Meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the  Coun- 
cil  Chamber,    City   Hall,    at   two   o'clock   p.   m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  mem- 
bers present. 


ELECTION  OF  GEOFFREY  B.  LEHY. 

President  HAGAN — The  Council  is  ready  for 
the  transaction  of  business. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
we  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  city  councilor  to 
fill  the  vacancy  left  through  the  death  of  our 
lamented  friend,  John  A.  Coulthurst. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  am  quite 
agreeable  to  the  motion  which  has  been  made  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  our  late 
member,  Mr.  Coulthurst,  and  have  been  in  this 
state  of  mind  for  several  months.  I  am  of  the 
opinion,  Mr.  President,  that  in  performing  this 
duty  as  City  Councilors  we  should  look  over  the 
city  as  a  whole,  with  a  view  to  the  best  selection 
which  can  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of 
Boston;  for,  after  all,  our  paramount  duty  is  to 
the  entire  citizenship  of  this  city.  Therefore,  I 
think  the  first  question  is,  who  is  the  superior  man 
for  this  office,  all  things  considered?  We  have 
waited  a  considerable  period  before  taking  this 
action,  and  no  great  hardship  would  now  result 
if  we  did  not  now  fill  the  vacancy,  for  there  are 
but  a  few  months  remaining  in  this  municipal  year 
and  there  is  a  question  in  my  mind  if  at  this  late 
date  we  should  fill  the  vacancy  at  all.  However, 
I  understand  that  there  is  a  desire  that  the  Council 
fill  the  vacancy,  and  under  the  circumstances  I 
am  prepared  to  perform  my  part  of  the  duty  which 
is  incumbent  upon  us  all,  if  we  are  to  take  action. 
Other  things  being  equal — and  I  mean  that  in  the 
strict  sense — I  think  we  should  have  some  regard 
for  the  locality  from  which  the  member  may  be 
taken.  I  think,  as  I  have  already  stated,  that  our 
duty  first  is  to  find  the  best  man,  and,  having 
found  him,  to  elect  him,  provided  a  man  equally 
good,  equally  acceptable  as  a  public  servant,  can- 
not be  drawn  from  some  other  section  of  the  city 
where  there  happens  to  be  no  representative  in  the 
Council  living  at  the  present  time.  That  brings 
up  this  thought  in  my  mind,  that  East  Boston, 
which  is  detached  from  the  mainland,  which  is 
isolated  from  the  greater  activities  of  the  city,  with 
70,000  people,  never  having  had  a  representative 
in  the  City  Council  under  our  present  charter, 
should  be  considered.  When  I  say  that  I  mean 
that  it  should  be  considered,  other  things  being 
equal,  in  the  strict  sense,  as  I  have  already  stated. 
It  should  be  considered  only  in  the  event  of  some- 
body in  East  Boston  being  equally  acceptable 
with  somebody  else  from  another  part  of  the  city. 
It  has  been  brought  to  my  attention  that  certain 
members  of  the  Council  desire  to  elect  Mr.  Geoffrey 
B.  Lehy.  I  have  known  Mr.  Lehy  for  a  great 
many  years.  He  is  a  most  estimable  gentleman, 
a  man  in  every  way  qualified  to  sit  in  this  body, 
a  man  who  would  reflect  credit  upon  the  body  and 
who,  I  believe,  would  discharge  his  duties  to  the 
citizenship  of  this  city  conscientiously,  fearlessly, 
faithfully  and  honestly.  That  is  all  I  could  say 
for  any  man.  But,  going  back  to  my  proposition 
that  it  might  be  our  duty  to  fairly  consider  geo- 
graphically other  parts  of  the  city  which  happen 
to  be  without  representation,  it  seems  to  me  that 
we  must  first  satisfy  ourselves,  before  we  can  vote 
for  Mr.  I.i'hy,  who  comes  frpm  the  Dorchester 
section  of  the  oily,  already  represented  in  this  body, 
that  there  is  nut  in  East  Boston,  which  is  the  only 
remaining  place  in  the  city  without  representation, 
a  candidate  who  might  be  fairly  expected  to  size 
up  with  Mr.  Lehy.  I  have  heard  in  Unit  connect 
tion  tin-  names  of  several  gentlemen  mentioned. 

I  have  heard  mentioned  the  name  of  a  justice  of 
the  local  court  in  East  Boston,  .bulge  Milrley.  I 
have  also  heard,  mentioned  as  one  who  would  be 
qualified  to  sit  in  this  body,  Mr.  Logan  L.  McLean, 


who  is  connected  with  the  "Commercial  Bulletin" 
as  a  writer.  I  have  also  in  mind,  Mr.  President, 
another  gentleman,  one  with  whom  I  had  the  honor 
to  sit  and  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Boston  School 
Committee  for  several  years — Mr.  William  S. 
Kenney.  Mr.  Kenney,  through  training,  associa- 
tion and  experience,  made  a  very  high  record 
as  a  member  of  that  department  of  our  city  govern- 
ment. I  knew  him  intimately  in  those  years,  and 
I  have  yet  to  learn  from  any  source  any  criticism 
which  would  reflect  upon  his  integrity  or  his  honor 
as  a  public  servant.  I  think  he  would  be  an  ideal 
member  of  this  Board.  I  think  he  would  perform 
his  duties  here  to  the  satisfaction  not  only  of  the 
entire  citizenship,  but  to  the  eminent  satisfaction 
of  the  people  of  East  Boston.  It  wrould  be  a 
matter  of  great  convenience,  it  seems  to  me,  for 
those  living  in  East  Boston,  being  separated  from 
the  mainland  by  water,  to  have  some  one  at  their 
doors  with  whom  they  could  consult  occasionally 
regarding  local  matters  which  pertain  to  the 
action  of  the  City  Council  as  affecting  East  Boston. 
I  think  the  convenience  of  the  70,000  people  living 
in  East  Boston  should  be  considered,  and  I  say  all 
this  without  in  the  slightest  degree  drawing  any 
comparison  or  suggesting  anything  but  the  highest 
regard  for  Mr.  Lehy.  On  the  whole,  however,  Mr. 
President,  I  really  feel  that  I  would  be  serving  the 
city  better  and  would  be  contributing  a  little  better 
service  to  the  entire  municipality  if  I  cast  my  vote 
this  afternoon  for  Mr.  William  S.  Kenney.  I  feel 
that  I  owe  it  to  my  confreres  here  to  indicate  now, 
in  advance,  how  I  shall  vote.  When  the  roll  is 
called  I  shall  vote  for  Mr.  William  S.  Kenney  of 
East  Boston. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  members  voted 
with  the  following  result: 

For  Mr.  Geoffrey  B.  Lehy — Coun.  Coleman, 
Collins,  Hagan  and  Storrow. 

For  Mr.  Logan  L.  McLean — Coun.  Attridge 
and  McDonald. 

For  Mr.  William  S.  Kenney — Coun.  Ballantyne 
and  Kenny. 

President  HAGAN — There  have  been  four  votes 
cast  for  Geoffrey  B.  Lehy,  two  for  William  S. 
Kenney  and  two  for  Logan  L.  McLean,  and  there 
is  no  election. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  McDONAI.D  the  Council 
voted  to  proceed  to  another  ballot. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  after  all,  our 
immediate  function  here  today  is  to  fill  this 
vacancy,  if  it  is  to  be  filled  at  all.  ■  Therefore  I 
think  the  business  of  the  city  requires  that  we  elect 
some  one.  And  in  as  much  as  Mr.  Lehy  appears  to 
have  the  votes  of  one  half  of  those  voting  as 
against  the  votes  for  William  S.  Kenney  and 
Logan  L.  McLean  of  East  Boston,  in  order  not  to 
protract  our  decision  for  an  unseemly  length  of 
time,  I  now  wish  to  say  that  I  shall  vote  for  Mr. 
Lehy  on  the  next  ballot. 

The  Clerk  called  the  roll  and  the  eight  members 
voted  unanimously  for  Mr.  Geoffrey  B.  Lehy  as 
a  member  of  the  City  Council  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Coun.  John  A.  Coulthurst. 

President  .  HAGAN — Eight  members  having 
voted  for  Mr.  Geoffrey  B.  Lehy,  he  is  elected  a 
member  of  the  City  Council. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  appoint  Louis  LaCourt,  172 
North  street,  Boston,  to  the  position  of  Constable 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1917. 

Kespi'ctfully, 
James   .M.  CiMti.HV,  Mayor. 

Gity  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  17,  191-6. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  1  appoinl  Joseph  V.  O'Donnell, 
109    F    street,    South    Boston,    to    the    position    of 

Con  table   of   the  Citj    of    Boston,  for   the   term 
ending  April  30,  1917. 

KeSprrlfully, 

,1  \mi\s    M.   CUEtiBl ,    Mayor. 
Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 
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COAL   POCKETS   At   LONG    ISLAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion received  from  the  Infirmary  Trustees,  with 
report  of  Finance  Commissibn  attached,  request- 
ing an  appropriation  of  $500  to  repair  the  coal 
pockets  at  Long  Island  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 

Boston  Infirmary  Department, 

September  28,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  September  26,  together 
with  report  of  the  Finance  Commission  on  the  coal 
pockets  at  Long  Island,  received. 

I  regret  to  say  that,  owing  to  the  fact  that  there 
will  probably  be  a  deficit  in  ,  the  Long  Island 
Hospital  appropriation  on  account  of  the  unusual 
cost  of  coal,  there  will  be  no  possibility  of  providing 
the  necessary  five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  for  re- 
pairing the  coal  pockets  from  the  appropriation. 
Additional  funds  to  that  amount  will  be  necessary. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Thomas  A.   McQuade,  Chairman. 

Hon.  James  M,  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, — In  response  to  your  letter  of  August  14, 
1916,  asking  as  to  the  advisability- and  necessity 
of  a  new  coal  pocket  at  Long  Island,  the  Finance 
Commission,  basing  its  judgment  on  the  examina- 
tion made  by  its  representative,  reports  as  follows: 

The  present  storage  bins  are  in  a  wooden  shelter, 
or  pocket,  on  the  wharf  on  the  westerly  side  of  the 
island.  Vessels  discharge  coal  at  the  wharf,  deliv- 
ering it  directly  into  the  bins.  The  structure  has 
a  roof  covering  which  appears  to  be  ordinary  carred 
paper  in  a  somewhat  dilapidated  condition.  The 
representative  of  the  Finance  Commission  was 
informed  that  one  beam  in  the  floor  of  the  coal 
pocket  requires  renewal,  having  been  partly  burned 
through  in  a  recent  fire.  Otherwise  the  structure 
appears  to  be  in  excellent  condition.  The  building 
has  retained- its  shape  remarkably  well;  the  wood- 
work composing  it  is  sound,  and  the  piles  of  the 
wharf  on  which  it  is  built  seem  to  be  in  good  con- 
dition. The  wharf  flooring  is  somewhat  rough,  but 
seems  to  be  sound  and  sufficient  for  all  present 
purposes.  With  the  exception  of  the  roof  and  the 
beam  already  mentioned,  few  repairs  seem  to  be 
needed. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies 
does  not  state  where  the  proposed  new  storage  bins 
are  to  be  built,  or  the  estimated  cost.  From  such 
information  as  was  obtained  it  is  assumed  that  the 
pocket  will  be  built  on  the  higher  land  of  the  island 
near  the  power  house,  and  connected  with  the 
wharf  by  some  type  of  mechanical  conveyor.  If 
this  information  is  true,  the  cost  would  probably 
be  in  the  neighborhood  of  830,000,  $20,000  of  which 
would  be  for  a  concrete  coal  pocket  of  3,000  tons 
capacity,  and  the  remainder  for  conveying  machin- 
ery and  incidental  work. 

This  investment  would  involve  fixed  charges  of 
at  least  $2,500  a  year  more  than  for  the  present 
arrangement.  The  coal  is  now  hauled  by  horses 
from  the  storage  bins  on  the  wharf  to  the  storage 
bins  at  the  power  plant,  which  hold  about  100  tons. 
One  team  is  employed  about  three  days  a  week. 
The  labor  of  inmates  is  utilized  and  the  expense  is 
only  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  horse  and  the 
necessary  repairs  and  renewals.  Although  nearly 
twice  the  amount  of  coal  will  be  used  when  the 
new  buildings  are  put  into  operation,  there  will  be 
little  or  no  increased  cost  for  transportation. 

The  Finance  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  present  coal  pocket  should  be  repaired  and  put 
in  good  condition  at  a  cost  of  approximately  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  thai  the  recommendation  for 
a  new  coal  pocket  should  not  be  accepted. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $500 


from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
Boston  Almshouse  and  Hospital,  B  39 — General 
Plant. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


EXPENSES   OF   SPECIAL  PRIMARY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
_tion  received  from- the  Board  of  Election  Commis- 
sioners, requesting  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$4,976.16  to  defray  expenses  of  a  Special  Primary 
to  be  held  in  certain  wards  of  Boston  on  Monday, 
October  23,  1916,  and  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

October  17,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  order  to  defray  the  expenses  for 
holding  a  Special  Primary  in  Wards  6,  19,  20,  21, 
22,  23  and  24  of  this  city  on  Monday,  October  23, 
we  respectfully  request  that  an  additional  appro- 
priation amounting  to  $4,976.16  be  made  for  this 
department,  segregated  as  follows: 
A-2,  Temporary  Employees.  .  $3,364  00 

A-3,  Unassigned .• .  13   16 

go  377   1 Q 

B-l,  Printing  and  Binding. . . .      $500  00 

B-3,  Advertising 100  .0.0 

B-4,  Transportation     of     Per- 
sons  ,  .  .        550  00 

B-6,  Hire  of  Teams 50  00 

B-8,  Light  and  Power 30  00 

B-10,  Rents . 80  50 

1,310  50 

D-l,  Supplies  (Office) $224  00 

D-2,  Food 64  50 

■. 288  50 


$4,976   U 


Respectfully, 
Board  op  Election  Commissioners, 

John  M.  Minton, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $4,976.16  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Election 
Department  as  follows: 

A-2,  Temporary  Employees $3,364  00 

A-3,  Unassigned 13   16 

B-l,  Printing  and  Binding 5,00  00 

B-3,  Advertising  and  Posting 100  00 

B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons 550  00 

B-6,  Hire  of  Teams 50  00 

B-8,  Light  and  Power 30  00 

B-10,  Rent,  Taxes  and  Water 80  50 

D-l,  Office 224  00 

D-2,  Food  and  Ice 64  50 

$4,976   16 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


BOILERS    AT    HOUSE     OF    CORRECTION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed  com- 
munication from  the  Heating  Engineer  of  the 
Schoolhouse  Department,  advising  that  an  appro- 
priation of  $400  will  be  necessary  to  make  tem- 
porary repairs  on  one  of  the  boilers  at  the  House  of 
Correction,  Deer  Island,  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order  by 
your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


OCTOBER    17,    1916. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Schoolhouse  Department,  October  10,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — You  will  recall  that  about 
two  weeks  ago  you  called  a  conference  at  your 
office  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  heating  and 
power  plant  at  Deer  Island.  There  were  present 
at  that  conference  your  Honor;  Mr.  John  R. 
Murphy,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission; 
Mr.  Guy  C.  Emerson,  Consulting  Engineer  of  the 
Finance  Commission;  Mr.  David  B.  Shaw,  Penal 
Institutions  Commissioner,  and  the  writer.  You 
will  remember  that  it  was  then  agreed  by  all  that 
the  building  of  the  new  proposed  power  plant 
would  not  relieve  present  conditions  at  the  island, 
as  it  would  take  at  least  eight  months  to  con- 
struct the  new  plant  as  designed. 

Your  Honor  suggested  that  it  might  be  well  to 
make  another  investigation  of  present  conditions 
at  the  island,  to  determine  the  advisability  and 
economy  of  making  such  temporary  repairs  as 
would  allow  the  safe  operation  of  the  present 
plant  during  the  coming  winter  months. 

I  was  authorized  by  you  to  make  this  investiga- 
tion, the  results  of  which  I  respectfully  submit  for 
your  approval: 

1.  Boiler  Plant  in  the  Women's  Prison. — These 
boilers  are  in  good  condition  and  are  operating 
at  the  present  time  and  doing  the  work  of  heating 
the  women's  prison.  One  of  the  boilers  needs 
new  grate  bars,  which  I  understand  have  been 
ordered  and  will  be  installed  as  soon  as  possible. 

2.  Boilers  Located  in  the  Institution  Building. — 
These  boilers  are  in  fairly  good  condition  and  are 
operating  at  the  present  time  and  doing  the  work 
of  heating  the  men's  old  prison.  Like  the  other 
boilers,  there  is  a  need  for  new  grate  bars,  which 
I  understand  have  also  been  ordered  and  which 
will  be  installed  as  soon  as  possible. 

3.  Power  Plant. — This  plant  is  composed  of 
three  boilers  and  does  the  work  of  heating  and 
running  the  generators  for  lighting  the  island. 
Two  of  these  three  boilers  are  at  present  out  of 
commission.  In  the  presence  of  the  insurance  in- 
spector I  made  a  hydraulic  test  on  one  of  the 
idle  boilers  and  found  that  with  an  expenditure  of 
an  amount  not  to  exceed  four  hundred  dollars 
($400)  certain  repairs  can  be  made  which  will 
allow  this  boiler  to  be  operated  safely  for  one  or 
two  years.  This  will  provide  two  boilers  of  the 
present  three  to  do  the  work  of  heating  several 
buildings  and  the  lighting  of  the  entire  island. 
In  this  case  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  the  exact 
cost  of  these  repairs  and  I  have  asked  the  firm  of 
R.  Minton  &  Co.  to  look  over  my  recommenda- 
tions and  give  me  an  approximate  cost  of  putting 
this  boiler  in  condition.  They  assure  me  that  the 
amount  mentioned  above  will  not  be  exceeded. 

4.  Hospital  Buildings. — Complaints  have  been 
made  that  certain  portions  of  this  building  cannot 
be  heated  during  the  cold  months.  This  applies 
to  two  of  the  hospital  wards.  I  recommended  to 
the  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner  that  certain 
coils  of  pipe  now  unused  and  located  in  the  cor- 
ridors be  taken  down  and  located  in  the  rooms 
which  are  now  difficult  to  heat.  This  is  a  simple 
matter  and  could  be  very  easily  done  by  the  inmates 
without  any  cost  to  the  city. 

I  have  arranged  with  the  boiler  insurance  com- 
panies to  increase  the  pressure  on  the  boilers  in 
this  building  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  pounds 
in  order  to  supply  sufficient  steam  and  sufficient 
pressure  to  do  the  sterilizing  and  the  cooking  which 
is  required  in  this  part  of  the  institution. 

If  I  may  suggest  I  would  recommend  that  the 
firm  of  R.  Minton  &  Co.,  who  have  already  given 
some  time  to  the  proposition,  be  allowed  to  do  the 
repairs  which  I  or  the  insurance  companies  will 
recommend,  for  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $400. 

I  feel  confident  that  if  these  temporary  repairs 
are  made  at  this  time  the  boiler  plant  will  be  in 
condition  to  do  the  work  this  coming  winter,  and 
that  at  no  time  will  the  buildings  on  the  island  be 
without  heat  or  light.  This  also  would  give 
sufficient  time  to  more  carefully  study   over  the 

E reposition  which  you  have  suggested,  thati3,  the 
uilding  of  an  up-to-date  and  central  heating  and 
power  plant  sufficiently  large  to  do  all  of  the  work 
on  the  island  economically  and  efficiently. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  I  have  given  your  Honor 
the  information  you  desire,  and  remain, 
Sincerely  yours, 

JamesTJ.   Mahar, 
.     Heating  Engineer. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $400  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  House  of 
Correction,  B  39,  General  Plant. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER  FROM   BUDGET   ITEMS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Ofiice  of  the  Mayor,  October  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  orders  for 
transfer  from  the  various  items  in  the  segregated 
budget  to  other  items,  in  conformity  with  the 
requests  of  department  heads,  and  recommend  the 
approval  of  the  same  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Superior  Court, 
Boston,  October  10,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — It  will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  different  departments 
of  the  Superior  Court,  holden  for  Criminal  Busi- 
ness, in  Suffolk  County,  to  make  some  transfers 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  year  1916—17  as 
aforesaid: 

From  B-35  to  B-28 $1,000  00 

From  B-34  to  D-l 500  00 

From  B-34  to  B-l 500  00 

I   most   respectfully   submit    the   foregoing   for 
your   consideration   and    action. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  P.   Manning,  Clerk. 

Roxbury  Municipal  Court, 
Boston,  October  11,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M  .Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  letter  of  September 
27,  I  would  like  to  ask  that  a  transfer  be  made  from 
D-l  (office),  sufficient  to  cover  the  deficiency  of 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  ($1.50)  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  a  temporary  court  officer  and  ten  dollars 
for  ice  (D-2). 

Respectfully  yours, 
Maurice  J.  O'Connell,  Clerk. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary  Employees, 
$1.50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice,  $10. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

County  of  Suffolk,  Superior  Court, 
Criminal  Session. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-34,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  D-l,  Office,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-34,  Jurors,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and  Binding,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Services 
of  Venires,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-28, 
Expert  and  Architect,  $1,000. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


EXCHANGE   OF   LAND   AT   NEPONSET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  of  tho 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission,  relative  to  an 
exchange  of  land  at  Neponset,  with  accompanying 
communication  of  Corporation  Counsel,  and 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  tin-  accom- 
panying order  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  October  7,  191G. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sending  you  deed  and  release 
of  damages  to  the  Commonwealth  for  the  taking 
of  a  certain  lot  of  land  on  Walnutstreet,  Dorchester, 
and  a  deed  to  the  city  by  the  Metropolitan  Park 
Commission  of  certain  other  land  on  Walnut  street 
in  exchange  for  the  land  of  the  city  so  taken. 

This  exchange  has  been  the  subject  of  negotia- 
tion by  this  department  for  some  time  and  is  in 
my  opinion  very  advantageous  to  the  city.  The 
lot  deeded  by  the  city  had  been  abandoned  as  a 
police  station  site  and  was  not  being  used  on  the 
date  of  the  taking.  The  Street  Commissioners, 
under  whose' control  the  land  was,  have  approved 
this  transfer...  The  lot  acquired  by  the  city  is  over 
twice  as  large  as  that  released  and  is  adjacent  to 
other  land  of  the  city  occupied  by  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. A  glance  at  the  accompanying  plan  will 
show  the  benefits  to  the  city  from  the  exchange. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  have  the  City  Council 
pass  an  order  authorizing  the  transfer  in  the  usual 
form,  which  is:  satisfactory  to  the  Metropolitan 
Park  Commission.  This  order  is  to  be  found 
annexed  to  the  deed  and  release  of  the  city  sent 
herewith. 

Yours  respectfully, 

John  A.  Sullivan, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  settle  the  claim  of  the 
City  of  Boston  against  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  for  about  fourteen  hundred  seventy- 
six  (1,476)  square  feet  of  land  on  the  southerly 
side  of  Walnut  street  in  Neponset  Village  in  the 
Dorchester  district  of  Boston,  taken  by  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission  of  said  Common- 
wealth by  a  taking  dated  December  23,  1914,  and 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  3856,  page 
241,  and  for  that  purpose  that  he  be  and  is  hereby 
authorized  and  instructed  to  execute,  acknowl- 
edge and  deliver  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
City  of  Boston  th  -  deed  and  release  of  damages 
conveying  said  land  and  releasing  the  claim  of 
said  city  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
on  account  o.  said  taking  which  has  just  been 
read. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Stephen  F.  Cheney,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age by  sewage  at  1496  Columbia  road. 

Ida  Hurwitz,  for  compensation  iior  damage  to 
clothing  by  a  wheelbarrow  in  use  by  a  city  employee. 

Frances  Parkey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  hole  in  sidewalk  at  302  Sumner  street, 
East  Boston. 

Elizabeth  M.  Duffy,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  93  Eighth  street  by  the  bursting  of  a  water 
pipe. 

William  A.  Abbott,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  on  Dorchester  avenue. 

Annie  Klein',  for  compensation  for  injuries  re- 
ceived from  a. fall  on  Willard  street. 

Foster,  Adams  &  Gibbs,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  goods  by  a  watering  cart. 

John  Ponzio,  for  c6mpensation  for  injuries  re- 
ceived by  an  electric  saw  at  Deer  Island. 

Mary  G.  Walkins,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  on  Gaffney  street. 

Dora  Brag,  for  compensation  for  injuries  received 
from  a  fall  at  31  Allen  street. 

Bornstein  Real  Estate  Trust,  for  compensation 
for  damage  by  sewage  at  24  and  26  Salem  street. 

A-.  Berkinan  &  Co.,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  team  by  a  street  cleaning  cart. 

Edward  J.  Woo'dlock',  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  a  horse  by  a  defective  sewer  coyeT  on  Tre- 
mont  street,  near  Chelsea  street,  Charlestown. 

Morris  Arohsky,  to  be  paid  for  damages  at  1461 
Columbus  avenue  by  employees  of  the' Sanitary 
Division.         ; 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Michael  Donahue,  to  be  retired 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914. 

Petition    of   George    M.    Tully,    to   be    retired 


under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765,  Acts  of   1914. 

Petition  of  John  J.  Moore,  to  be  retired  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914. 

Petition  of  Annie  Doherty,  to  be  placed  on  re- 
tired list  under  chapter  249,  Acts  of  1916. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Jacob  Moshkowitch,  keeping  and  sale  of  fixed 
ammunition  at  14  and  16  Atlantic  avenue. 

Joseph  Todesca,  keeping  of  gasolene  at  59 
Bellevue  avenue,  Roslindale.     (Two  notices.) 

Centre  Street  Garage,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, 156  Centre  street,  Dorchester. 

Frances  Goodwin,  keeping  of  gasolene,  920  Centre 
street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Mary  I.  Wilson,  keeping  of  gasolene,  410  Colum- 
bia road. 

Donovan  Motor  Car  Company,  keeping  and 
sale  of  gasolene,  626-630  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Nelson  Curtis,  keeping  of  gasolene,  57  Eliot 
street,  Jamaica  Plain 

Edwin  T.  Rollins,  keeping  of  gasolene,  17  Gordon 
street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Cromwell  Oil  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene  in  a  boat  in  Boston  Harbor. 

Peter  L.  Thompson,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
69  Lansdowne  street. 

Merrill  K.  Green,  keeping  of  gasolene,  43  Loch- 
stead  avenue,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Orpin  Brothers,  keeping  of  naphtha,  121  Med- 
ford  stieet,  Charlestown. 

Frank  E.  Peabody,  keeping  of  gasolene,  328 
Newbury  street. 

Fred  C.  H.oyt,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  45 
Union  avenue,  Jamaica  Plain. 

James  A.  Smart,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
98  Washington  street  north. 

Fred  C.  Hoyt,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  3380 
Washington  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF  HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  to  be  given  October  5,  at 
2.30  p.  rh.,  on  petition  of  the  Bay  State  Street 
Railway  Company  to  operate  two-car  surface 
trains  of  freight  and  express  cars. 

Placed  on  file. 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY  APPORTIONMENT. 

The  report  of  the  commission  to  apportion 
Suffolk  County  into  representative  districts  was 
received. 

Placed  on  file. 


SPECIAL    PRIMARY    PROCLAMATION. 

A  proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth was  received  ordering  that  a  special 
primary  for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  the 
office  of  representatives,  to  the  General  Court  for 
said. districts,  numbered  6,  19,  20,  22,  23,  24  and 
27,  be  held  in  said  districts  on  Monday,  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  October,  1916. 

Placed  on  file. 


STRANDWAY  AND   OLD   HARBOR 

IMPROVEMENT. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Finance  Commission: 

Boston,  October  11,  1916.  ■ 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  has 
received  a  request  from  the  executive  committee 
of  the  City  Council  that  it  make  an  examination 
of  the  specifications  for  dredging,  filling,  sewerage 
works,  grading,  etc.,  for  Strand  way  and  Old 
Harbor  improvement,  South  Boston. 

Such  an  examination  has  been  made  by  the  con- 
sulting engineer  of  the  Finance  Commission  and 
his  report  is  herewith  submitted.  The  Finance 
Commission  has  made  a  careful  examination  of  the 
report  and  in  consideration  of  the  facts  therein 
presented  recommends  as  follows: 


OCTOBER    17,    1916. 
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1.  That,  as  the  work  at  South  Bosfon^is  not  of 
urgent  necessity,  its-  construction  be  delayed  until 
such  time  as  normal  conditions  in  the  labor  and 
materials  markets  are  restored. 

2.  That,  if  the  workis  to  be  done  under  present 
conditions,  new  bids  be  advertised  for  under  better 
written  and  fairer  specifications  than  the  present 
ones. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 
,  by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 

Boston,  October  10,  1916. 
To  the  Finance  Commission: 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the 
result  of  my  examination  of  the  contract  for 
dredging,  filling,  sewerage  works,  grading,  etc.,  for 
Strandway  and  Old  Harbor  improvement.  South 
Boston. 

This  report  was  requested  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  City  Council  in  connection  with 
the  proposal  to  transfer  a  loan  of  S-599,000  for  the 
improvement  of  the  StraDdway  and  Old  Harbor, 
South  Boston,  from  the  Park  and  Recreation 
Department  to  the  Public  Works  Department,  in 
order  that  the  Public  Works  Department  might 
make  all  necessary  contracts  for  the  improvement. 

The  copy  of  specifications  sent  to  the  Finance 
Commission  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees  was  an 
incomplete  page  proof  of  the  contract  and  specifi- 
cations. I  find  that  this  proof  has  been  materially 
changed  in  many  particulars  and  have  secured  the 
final  complete  copy,  according  to  which  the  con- 
tract has  been  advertised.  The  following,  there- 
fore, is  the  result  of  an  examination  of  the  com- 
pleted document  rather  than  of  the  page  proof 
sent  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  specifications  are  very  voluminous,  cover- 
ing seventy  printed  pages.  It  is  therefore  impossi- 
ble in  the  time  allotted  to  be  absolutely  sure  that 
all  matters  for  criticism  have  been  detected,  and 
I  submit  the  following  without  any  guaranty  that 
there  may  not  be  in  the  contract  matters  for 
criticism  of  equal  importance  to  those  criticised, 
which  have  been  overlooked  by  me,  or  that  there 
may  not  be  errors  of  omission. 

The  contract  form  appears  to  have  been  compiled 
from  various  sources,  using  the  specifications  of 
various  departments  whose  work  is  similar  to  the 
different  branches  of  work  to  be  done  at  South 
Boston.  Selections  appear  to  have  been  made 
from  the  standard  specifications  of  the  Sewer 
Service  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  and  of 
the  Paving  Service  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, from  the  specifications  of  the  Park  and  Recre- 
ation Department,  from  the  specifications  of  the 
Port  Directors,  and  perhaps  from  other  sources. 
Some  few  new  and  original  paragraphs  to  suit  the 
peculiar  conditions  encountered  have  been  added. 
In  the  finished  form  there  appear  to  be  a  number 
of  grammatical  and  rhetorical  errors,  which  indi- 
cate hasty  preparation.  These  errors  probably  do 
not  affect  the  value  of  the  specifications,  as  it  is 
clear  what  was  meant  in  each  case  and  no  mistake 
of  the  intent  is  probable. 

For  one  example  of  many  similar  ones;  in  the 
items  of  the  proposal  showing  the  number  of  man- 
holes and  catch-basins,  page  11,  item  to  calls  for 
"5,  more  or  less,  manholes."  It  is  clear  that  the 
words  "more  or  less"  apply  to  the  number  of 
manholes,  rather  than  to  the  character  of  the  man- 
holes.' It  would  be  better  were  the  article  written 
for  "5  manholes,  more  or  less,"  or  if  the  words 
"more  or  less"  were  omitted  entirely,  because  it  is 
specifically  provided  "that  the  quantities  given 
in  the  proposal  are  assumed  solely  as  a  basis  for  the 
comparison  of  proposals.  The  commissioner  does 
not  expressly  or  by  implication  agree  that  the 
actual  amount  of  work  will  even  approximately  ■ 
correspond   therewith."    (Page   4,) 

Again,  at  the  bottom  of  page  26,  regarding  the 
removing  of  surplus  material,  it  is  provided,  "but 
if  the  removal  to  such  place  requires  a  haul  of  more 
than  one  mile,  then  the  sum  of  eleven  (11)  cents 
per  ton  is  to  be  allowed  and  paid  for  each  one-half 
mile  haul,  or  fraction  thereof,  exceeding  one  mile." 
This  provision  would  be  more  conrd  were  the 
word  "additional"  inserted  after  the  word  "each," 
and  the  word  "exceeding"  changed  to  "in  excess 
of." 

Again,  on  page  35,  "The  capacity  of  this  receiv- 
ing basin  shall  not  exceed  twenty  (20)  thousand 
cubic  yards."  The  figure  in  (he  parenthesis 
should  express  the  number  "20,000," rather  than 
the  number  "20." 


There  appear  to  be  in  some  eases  duplicate 
provisions  which,  although  unnecessary,-  do- not 
especially  affect  the  force  of  the  document.  For 
example:  The  provision  for  lights  ofi  page  35 
appears  to  be  duplicated  by  the  second  paragraph 
on  page  36. 

Certain  other  paragraphs  are  not  as  clear  as 
the  articles  already  quoted.  For  example, 
on  page  36,  it  is  printed  in  italics  for  the  pur- 
pose of  special  emphasis,  "  The  Contractor  is  to  be 
responsible  for  all  shrinkage  in  the  volume  of  fill.11 
There  may  be  some  doubt  as  to  just  how  the  word 
"responsible"  is  to  be  interpreted.  The  author 
undoubtedly  meant  that  the  contractor  was  'to 
be  paid  for  the  actual  volume  of  compacted 
material  put  in  place  and  that  'he  would  not  be 
allowed  any  payment  on .  account  of  additi'onal 
fill  used  to  replace  a  diminution  in  volume  caused 
by  settlement.  Whether  the  sentence  as  drawn 
insures  this  result,  I  have  some  doubt.  I  believe 
the  paragraph  would  be  stronger  were  the  letters 
in  italics  entirely  omitted  and  the  rerhaindef  of 
the  paragraph  made  to  read '  substantially  as 
follows: 

The  measurements  and  estimates  of  the  Com- 
missioner will  be  calculated  from  the  contours 
of  the  present  surface  and  the  figures  of  the  ele- 
vations of  the  proposed  finished  surface,  and  the 
Contractor  will  be  paid  only  for  the  cubical 
contents  determined  from'  these  figures.  Any 
material  required  on  account  of  settlement  of 
the  filling  or  of  the  underlying  material  is  to  be 
put  in  place  by  the  Contractor  at  his  own  expense. 

On  pages  36  and  37,  the  paragraphs  "  Sand  on 
Beach11  provide: 

"The  whole  beach  from  Elevation  15  down  to 
maximum  depth  (of  water?)  shalL  be  covered, 
preferably  with  fine  sand  mixed  with  a  small 
quantity  of  clay;  if  a  mixture  of  the  proper 
proportions  of  sand  and  clay  cannot  be  obtained, 
the  covering  shall  be  of  fine  sand.  The  thickness 
of  this  covering  shall  be  not  less  than  two  'and 
one-half  (2J)  feet  nor  more  than  three  (3)  feet, 
and  shall  be  as  nearly  uniform  as  practicable.   ."'•. 

"  If  suitable  sand  is  not  obtained  from  the  area 
to  be  dredged  the  Contractor  shall  obtain  same 
elsewhere  and  the  amount  so  furnished  and  placed 
will  be  paid  for  under  Item  A." 

The  above  paragraphs  evidently  contemplate 
that  the  contractor  will  be  able  to  obtain  a  part, 
if  not  all,  of  the  material  for  covering  the  beaches 
from  the  excavations.  This  is  not  guaranteed, 
however,  and  in  case  suitable  material  is  not 
found,  or  if  the  material  is  not  found  in  sufficient 
quantity,  the  contractor  will  be  obliged  to  obtain 
satisfactory  '  material  from  some  other  source. 
These  paragraphs  give  great  latitude  to'  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  and  might  work  a 
great  hardship  to  a  contractor,  or  be  used  to  give  a 
favored  contractor  special  favors.  I  believe  that 
information  should  be  obtained  by  borings  and  by 
other  means,  so  that  the  conditions  can  be  ex- 
pressed with  greater  definiteness  and  that  if 
material  should  be  required  to  be  furnished  from 
other  sources  than  the  excavations  at  the  work 
the  contractor  should  be  paid  a  different  price 
from  the  prices  fixed  by  Item  A  to  compensate 
him  for  the  additional  expense  to  him  for  furnish- 
ing such  material. 

The  matters  which  in  my  opinion  ate  subject  to 
the  greatest  criticism  of  any  in  the  specifications 
are  those  articles  relating  to  the  payment  of  the 
contractor.  '  In  various  places  the  provisions  upon 
which  the  monthly  payments  to  the  contractor 
are  to  be  made  have  been  changed  from  those 
used  in  all  public  works  contracts.  On  page  20, 
Article  8; 

"The  aforesaid  estimates '  shall  be  subject  to 
deductions  as  follows: 

(a)  Such  sum  as  the  Commissioner  shall  direct, 
not  less  than  fifteen  (15)  per  cent  of  the  estimate, 
said  sum  to  be  retained,  not  less  than  sixty-one 
(61)  days  from  the  date  of  completion  of  work 
under  the  contract." 

In  the  usual  form  of  contract  it  is  provided 
either  that  not  more  than  15  per  cent  of  the  amount 
due  each  month  shall  be  retained,  01  that  a  pay- 
ment of  not  less  than  85  per  cent  of  such  sum  shall 
be  made,  and  that  any  reserve  will  be  retained  for 
not  more  than  61  days  after  the  completion  of  the 
contract. 

The  above  outlined  changes  were  made  by 
responsible  officials  of  the  city  and  are  defended 
on  the  ground  that  there  have  been  instances  when 
the  pressure  brought  by  the  contractors  on  re- 
sponsible officials  of  the  Public  Works  Deparl 
ment   has   been   so   great    that    such   officials    have 
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paid  portions  of  the  reserve  on  various  contracts 
to  the  consequent  embarrassment  of  the  city  in 
obtaining  the  completion  of  the  work  and  neces- 
sary repairs.  The  contract  as  drawn  plainly 
allows  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  retain 
as  much  of  the  money  due  the  contractor  as  he 
may,  either  properly  or  improperly,  see  fit;  and 
to  retain  such  sums  for  an  indefinite  period  after 
the  completion  of  the  work. 

The  theory  upon  which  an  amount,  usually 
15  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  work  done  each 
month,  is  retained  is  that  15  per  cent  represents 
approximately,  the  profit  to  the  contractor  upon 
a  successful  contract  and  that  the  amount  retained 
will  not  impair  the  contractor's  working  capital. 
Also  these  monthly  reservations  will  amount  in 
the  aggregate  to  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  city 
for  expense  incurred  if  the  contractor  defaults  in 
any  of  his  duties  under  the  contract.  In  large 
contracts,  such  as  the  one  under  consideration,  it 
is  sometimes  provided  that  such  monthly  reserva- 
tions shall  stop  after  a  certain  fixed  total  sum  has 
been  reserved.  There  may  be  cases  where  skilled 
and  perfectly  responsible  contractors  become 
embarrassed  for  money  and  where  payments  may 
be  made  from  the  reserve  without  detriment  to 
the  interests  of  the  city.  I  doubt  also  if  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  contract  prevent  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  from  paying  any  portion 
of  the  reserve  if  he  so  desires,  in  fact  I  fail  to  see 
how  it  protects  the  city  in  this  regard  any  better 
than  the  standard  form.  It  does,  however,  give 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  the  right  to 
reserve  as  much  as  he  sees  fit  of  the  contractor's 
money  and  the  contractor  is  given  no  protection 
and  cannot  be  certain  how  much  capital  it  will  be 
necessary  for  him  to  possess  to  carry  on  and 
complete  his  work. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  intent  of  the 
framers  of  the  contract  it  is  clear  that  in  its  present 
form  its  uncertainties  are  such  as  to  confine  com- 
petition to  a  few  bidders  in  two  general  classes; 
either  to  those  contractors  who  are  confident  that 
their  influence  at  City  Hall  is  such  as  to  secure 
them  against  the  adverse  discrimination  legally 
possible  under  the  contract,  or  to  those  contrac- 
tors possessed  of  such  ample  financial  resources  as 
to  be  able  to  disregard  such  contingencies.  It  is 
probable  that  either  class  of  contractors  would 
submit  higher  prices'  than  if  the  contract  was 
clear  in  its  provisions  and  an  examination  of  the 
following  list  of  contractors  from  whom  bids  were 
received  for  the  work  on  October  9,  will,  I  believe, 
convince  persons  acquainted  with  present  condi- 
tions, of  the  correctness  of  the  above  statements: 

Coleman  Brothers $822,204  00 

Rowe  Construction  Company 851,760  00 

West  Roxbury  Trap  Rock  Company,  873,820  00 
Hugh  Nawn  Construction  Company,  891,356  00 
Patrick  McGovern  i 910,794  84 

The  attention  of  the  Finance  Commission  is 
also  called  to  the  fact  that  the  present  is  a  par- 
ticularly unfavorable  time  for  economical  contract 
work  and  that  only  work  of  extreme  necessity 
should  be  attempted.  In  the  past  two  years  the 
price  of  labor  has  increased  approximately  60  per 
cent;  materials  also  have  had  a  substantial  in- 
crease in  price;  the  highest  prices  have  probably 
not  yet  been  reached.  Bids  by  contractors  must, 
therefore,  be  to  some  degree  speculative  and 
higher  than  present  conditions  warrant.  The 
proposed  work  at  South  Boston  is  of  no  more 
urgent,  necessity  than  it  has  been  for  the  past  ten 
years  or  more  and  to  delay  it  for  one  or  two  years 
would  cause  no  special  inconvenience,  as  the  park 
.  facilities,  at  South  Boston  are  ample  at  the  present 
time  to  serve  all  the  population  tributary  thereto. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Guy  C.  Emerson, 
Consulting  Engineer. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


STREET  TRAFFIC   REGULATIONS. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners: 

Voted,  To  amend  section  1,  of  Article  0,  of  the 
Street  Traffic  Regulations  and  Rules  for  Driving 
by  adding  to  said  section  the  following: 

"Also  in  the  center  of  Boylston  street,  between 
the  head  wall  at  the  easterly  end  of  the  subway 
incline,  for  a  distance  from  said  head  wall  toward 
Charles  street  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet, 


said  vehicles  to  stand  at  right  angles  with  the  curbs 
of  said  Boylston  street,  for  a  period  of  not  more 
than  sixty  minutes." 
Placed  on  file. 


POLICE   STATION,   HYDE   PARK. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  a  report  on  the  message  from 
the  Mayor  with  accompanying  order  appropriating 
$70,000  for  purchase  of  suitable  lot  of  land  and 
construction  thereon  of  a  new  police  station  in 
Hyde  Park  (referred  August  28) — that  the  same 
ought  not  to  pass,  without  prejudice. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  there  is  a 
communication  from  the  Finance  Commission  in 
reference  to  this  loan  for  $70,000,  and  I  request 
that  it  be  printed  in  the  minutes  of  the  Council. 
In  order  that  this  matter  may  be  settled  here,  I 
intend  later  to  introduce  an  order  for  $58,000  for 
the  erection  of  this  police  station  building.  "There 
is  the  question  of  the  site  of  the  building  and  the 
question  of  the  transfer  from  Public  Works  De- 
partment to  Public  Buildings  Department.  That 
is  the  reason  for  the  rejection  of  the  order,  as  well 
as  the  fact  that  it  is  running  against  time. 

The  communication  from  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, referred  to  by  Coun.  Attridge,  is  as 
follows: 

Boston  Finance  Commission, 

October  9,  1910. 
John  J.  Attridge,  Esq., 

Chairman,  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  City 
Council,  Boston,  Mass.: 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  Mr.  Dowling  look  into  the 
matter  of  the  Hyde  Park  Police  Station  and  he 
reports  that  the  firm  of  Maginnis  &  Walsh  has 
not  proceeded  beyond  tentative  sketches  in 
drawing  plans  for  the  building.  The  architects 
are  awaiting  the  decision  by  the  city  authorities 
of  a  site  for  the  building  before  final  tracings  are 
made.  They  believe  that  no  further  plans  should 
be  drawn  until  a  site  is  first  selected.  Mr.  Walsh 
of  the  architectural  firm  reported  that  he  had 
written  to  Mr.  Lynch  of  the  Public  Buildings 
Department  estimating  that  the  cost  of  a  police 
station,  similar  to  that  of  Morton  street  but  of 
second  class  construction,  would  cost  approxi- 
mately $57,500.  The  building  is  estimated  to 
contain  230,000  cubic  feet. 

The  pending  loan  order  of  $70,000  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  for  a  site  and  for  a  building  for  the 
Police  Department  in  Hyde  Park  becomes  opera- 
tive, unless  rejected  by  your  committee,  on  October 
27,  and  in  as  much  as  the  Public  Buildings  Com- 
missioner has  not  yet  arrived  at  a  decision  regard- 
ing the  selection  of  a  site  for  the  new  police  station 
I  believe  it  would  be  well  for  your  committee  to 
reject  the  loan  order  without  prejudice  and  allow 
its  resubmission  by  the  Mayor. 

The  commission  is  informed  by  Mr.  Beck,  the 
real  estate  expert,  that  the  site  of  the  present  Hyde 
Park  Police  Station,  in  conjunction  with  the  land 
of  the  Public  Works  Department,  can  be  used  for 
a  site  for  the  new  station.  Mr.  Beck  informs  the 
commission  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
has  no  objection  to  giving  up  a  part  of  the  city  land 
now  used  by  his  department. 

Yours  truly, 
John  R.  Murphy,  Chairman. 

Report  accepted  and  order  rejected. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
sum  of  fifty-eight  thousand  dollars  ($58,000)  be 
and  hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  police  station  building  in  Hyde  Park,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount  and  for  said  purpose. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  October. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


OCTOBER    17,    1916. 
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CONVENIENCE    STATION,    ROXBURY. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Health  Commissioner  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish  the  City  Council 
with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  public  convenience 
station  in  the  vicinity  Of  Grove  Hall,  Roxbury. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE — Mr.  President,  I  move 
a  suspension  of  the  rules,  that  the  order  may  take 
its  passage  now.  There  has  been  for  some  time 
pending  before  the  Committee  on  Finance  an  order 
providing  a  definite  sum  for  a  convenience  station 
in  this  locality.  Possibly  the  sum  may  not  be 
large  enough,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  too  large;  so 
I  would  like  an  estimate  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment as  to  just  what  the  proper  amount  will  be, 
and  we  can  then  appropriate  the  proper  amount. 

The  order  was  passed. 


ELECTION   ON   NOVEMBER   7. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
meetings  of  the  citizens  of  this  city  qualified  to  vote 
for  state  officers,  to  be  held  at  the  several  polling 
places  designated  for  the  purpose  by  the  Board  of 
Election  Commissioners,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh 
day  of  November,  1916,  for  the  election  of  Presi- 
dential Electors,  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  Treasurer  and 
Receiver  General,  Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Attorney  General,  Senator  in  Congress,  Congress- 
men, Councilors,  Senators  in  the  General  Court, 
Representatives  in  the  General  Court,  District 
Attorney,  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for 
the  County  of  Suffolk,  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court 
for  Civil  Business  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  Clerk 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  Criminal  Business  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk  and  Registrar  of  Deeds;  also  to 
give  in  their  votes  "Yes"  or  "No"  in  answer  to 
the  following  questions: 

Shall  there  be  a  convention  to  revise,  alter  or 
amend  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth? 
(Chapter  98,  General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  ascertain  and  carry  out  the  will  of  the  people 
relative  to  the  calling  and  holding  of  a  constitu- 
tional convention.") 

Shall  an  act,  passed  by  the  General  Court  in  the 
year  nineteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  to  make  the 
first  day  of  January,  known  as  New  Year's  Day,  a 
legal  holiday,  be  approved  and  become  law? 
(Chapter  104,  General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  make  the  first  day  of  January,  known  as 
New  Year's  Day,  a  legal  holiday.") 

Shall  an  act,  passed  by  the  General  Court  in 
the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  prevent  the  voters  of  one  political 
party  from  voting  in  the  primaries  of  another 
political  party"  be  approved  and  become  law? 
(Chapter  179,  General  Acts  of  1916.) 

Shall  an  act,  passed  by  the  General  Court  in  the 
year  nineteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  to  authorize 
cities  to  maintain  schools  of  agriculture  and  horti- 
culture, and  to  make  provision  in  certain  instances 
for  the  temporary  housing  of  persons  attending  the 
school  be  accepted?  (Chapter  185,  General  Acts 
of  1916,  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  cities  to 
maintain  schools  of  agriculture  and  horticulture.") 

In  the  Ninth,  Tenth  and  Eleventh  Suffolk 
Representative  Districts — Shall  the  Representa- 
tive from  this  district  be  instructed  to  vote  for 
"Noncontributory  Old  Age  Pensions,"  so  as  to 
have  the  Commonwealth  pension  its  deserving 
aged  citizens,  women  and  men  over  sixty-five  years 
of  age,  who  are  unable  to  properly  provide  for 
themselves,  and  who  have  been  residents  of  the 
Commonwealth  for  at  least  fifteen  years  prior  to 
the  filing  of  an  application  for  a  pension! 

In  the  Sixth  Suffolk  Representative  District — 
Shall  the  Representative  or  Representatives  from 
this  district  be  instructed  to  support  the  adoption 
of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, providing  for  some  form  of  the  initia- 
tive and  referendum  which  shall  give  to  the  voters 
the  power  to  accept  or  reject  statutes  and  constitu- 
tional amendments  proposed  to  the  Legislature  by 
petition  of  a  substantial  number  of  citizens  but  re- 
jected by  it,  and  also  the  power,  upon  such  petition, 
to  reject  measures  passed  by  the  Legislature]: 

The  polls  at  said  meetings  shall  be  opened  at 
six  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  closed  at  four  o'clock  p.  m. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  hereby  directed 
to  give  notice  of  said  meetings  by  advertising  the 
same  as  required  by  law. 

Ordered,   That   the   provisions   of  sections   270, 


271  and  272  of  chapter  835  of  the  Acts  of  1913  be 
and  hereby  are  suspended  and  made  inapplicable 
as  to  the  following  laws: 

Chapter  98  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  ascertain  and  carry  out  the  will  of  the 
people  relative  to  the  calling  and  holding  of  a 
constitutional  convention. " 

Chapter  104  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  en- 
titled "An  Act  to  make  the  first  day  of  January, 
known  as  New  Year's  Day,  a  legal  holiday. " 

Chapter  179  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  prevent  the  voters  of  one  political 
party  from  voting  in  the  primaries  of  another 
political  party." 

Chapter  185  of  the  General  Acts  of  1,916,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  authorize  cities  to  maintain  schools  of 
agriculture  and  horticulture. " 

Passed. 


ORATION  OF  HON.  MICHAEL  J.  MURRAY. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  offered  an  order— That  the 
oration  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Michael  J.  Murray,  at 
Faneuil  Hall,  on  Columbus  Day,  October,  12,  1916, 
be  printed  as  a  city  document,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Documents. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COST   OF   REMODELING   WINTHROP 
STREET   FIRE   HOUSE. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order— That  the 
Fire  Commissioner,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
be  requested  to  furnish  the  City  Council,  at  his 
earliest  convenience,  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  remodeling  the  Winthrop  Street  Fire  House 
Charlestown,  so  as  to  accommodate  an  automobile 
engine  and  an  automobile  hose  wagon. 

Passed. 


PENSION  TO  ANNIE  DOHERTY. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order— That 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  249  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1916,  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Annie 
Doherty  a  pension  of  one  hundred  and  fiftv-six 
dollars  a  year,  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


DETERMINATION   OF   BOUNDARY   LINES 
AND    MARKS. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order — That  two 
members  of  the  City  Council,  the  City  Clerk,  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  and  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Street  Laying-Out  Department,  or  their  duly  ap- 
pointed substitutes,  be  and  hereby  are  appointed, 
in  behalf  of  the  City  Council,  to  perambulate  the 
boundary  lines  and  to  examine  the  bound  marks 
between  Boston  and  the  adjacent  cities  and  towns 
of  Revere,  Everett,  Somerville,  Newton,  Brookline, 
Dedham  and  Milton,  to  report  descriptions  of  the 
same  for  record,  and  to  cause  bound  marks  to  be 
erected  or  removed  wherever  necessary,  the  ex- 
pense incurred  under  the  authority  of  this  order, 
if  any,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Reserve  Fund. 

Passed. 

Coun.  McDonald  and  Attridge  were  appointed 
said  committee. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  the  Council  adjourn  today,  it  be  to  meet 
again  two  weeks  from  today,  October  31,  at  two 
o'clock  p.  m. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stood informally  from  Coun.  Kenny  that  it  was  his 
desire  to  be  here  when  the  question  of  the  firemen 
having  one  day  off  in  three  came  up  before  the 
Council;  that  he  was  about  to  tako  a  long-needed 
vacation  and  would  like  to  have  that  matter  put  off 
under  an  informal  agreement  that  we  would  await 
his  return  before  acting  upon  that  question.  That 
is  very  agreeable  to  me,  but  I  merely  want  to  say 
that  I  assume  thai  that  docs  not  apply  to  other 
current  matters,  and  that  if  there  is  any  occasion  for 
a  meeting  being  called  to  pass  upon  other  matters 
meanwhile,  Mr.  President,  you  will  bo  froo  to  call 
the  meeting. 
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It  was  voted  that  when  the  Council  adjourn, 
it  be  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  October  31,  at  two 
o'clock  p.  m. 


PROMPTNESS  IN  ANNUAL  REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That 
in  as  much  as  the  Council  was  embarrassed  last 
year  in  the  consideration  of  the  budget  by  the 
delay  of  several  city  departments  in  completing 
their  annual  reports,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  call  the  attention  of  the  heads  of 
all  city  departments  to  section  24,  chapter  3, 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances,  which  requires  annual 
reports  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Mayor  within 
thirty  days  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

"Section  24.  Every  officer  in  charge  of  a 
department  shall  within  thirty  days  after  the 
close  of  the  financial  year  transmit  to  the  Mayor 
a  report  containing  a  statement  of  the  acts  and 
doings,  and  receipts  and  expenditures,  of  the 
department  for  such  financial  year,  together  with 
such  other  matters  as  may  be  required  by  law, 
or  as  the  Mayor  or  officer  may  deem  to  be  of  public 
interest!" 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  this  year 
in  the  ponsideration  of  the  budget  we  many'times 
requested  the  annual  reports  from  heads  of  depart- 
ments. We  found  that  they  were  not  in  exist- 
ence. This  order  is  offered  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  the  department  heads  ample  opportunity 
now  to  file  their  department  reports.  As  will 
appear  by  the  ordinance,  those  reports  ought 
to  be  sent  in  here  within  thirty  days  after  the 
close  of  the  financial  year,  and  I  understand 
that  the  Assessing,  Fire,  Health,  Hospital,  Market, 
Overseeing  of  the  Poor,  Park  and  Recreation, 
Penal  Institutions,  Printing,  Public  Works, 
Soldiers'  Relief,  Statistics,  Street  Laying-Out 
and  Supply  Departments  have  not  yet  made  up 
their  reports.  If  those  reports  come  in  within 
the  next  few  months,  they  will  certainly  give  the 
members  of  the  city  government  an  opportunity 
to  have  more  light  on  the  workings  of  those 
departments.     Hence,  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed. 


WHITE   LINES   AT   CONGESTED 
STREET   CORNERS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  report  to  the 
City  Council  whether  the  marking  of  white  lines 
on  the  pavement  at  some  of  the  more  congested 
street  corners  would  not  be  an  assistance  to  the 
traffic  officers  and  facilitate  the  flow  of  traffic  and 
also  tend  to  lessen  the  danger  of  accident  to  people 
on  foot. 

Passed. 


OPINION   OF    FINANCE   COMMISSION 
ON    STREET   REPAIRS. 

■  Coun.  STORROW .  offered  an  order— That  the 
Finance  Commission  be  requested  to  report  to 
the  City  Council  as  soon  as  possible  upon  the 
quality,  efficiency  and  such  other  phases  as  the 
Finance  Commission  may  deem  important,  of  the 
street  repairs,  resurfacing  and  new  street  work  now 
under  way  or  completed  during  the  current  fiscal 
year  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  by 
contractors. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  the  city  is 
spending  a  very  large  amount  of  money  now  on 
street  work,  and  the  work  is  actually  going  on. 
It  seems  a  very  good  opportunity  for  us  to  make 
some  inquiries  in  regard  to  how  the  work  is  going 
on.  It  may  be  of  assistance  to  us  in  forming  our 
views  the  next  time  the  question  comes  up  fn  the 
budget.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  order  put  on 
its  passage,  if  the  members  agree. 

The  order  was  rjassed. 


STANDARDIZATION  OF  ANNUAL  REPORTS. 

Coun.  STORROW  offered  an  order— That  the 
Finance  Commission  be  requested  to  consider  the 
annual  reports  of  the  more  important  city  depart- 
ments with  a  view  to  standardizing  the  reports  so 
far  as  may  seem  advisable,  and  also  eliminating 
unimportant   details   and   including   therein   units 


of  operation  or  cost  and  such  other  important 
information  as  may  better  enlighten  the  citizens 
of  Boston  and  the  Council  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
work  supervised  or  carried  on  by  the  several  depart- 
ments. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  at  the  time 
of  the  consideration  of  the  budget  we  all  spent  a 
good  deal  of  time  looking  over  the  reports  of  the 
different  departments.  I  think  it  was  clear  to  all 
of  us  that  some  more  thought  could  be  given  to 
the  matter  and  better  methods  could  be  devised 
for  drawing  up  those  reports.  I  myself  frequently 
looked  for  some  standard  of  cost,  some  information 
in  the  report  as  to  the  cost  of  the  work  carried  on 
by  this  or  that  department.  But  such  information 
was  usually  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  miscellaneous  information,  a 
large  part  of  which  seemed  to  me  relatively  unim- 
portant. I  have  an  idea  that  a  study  of  the  ques- 
tion might  reduce  the  expense  to  the  city  of  the 
annual  reports  and  really  give  the  citizens  and  this 
Council  a  good  deal  more  information.  It  is  not  a 
matter,  I  think,  that  can  be  done  hastily.  Prob- 
ably we  cannot  avail  ourselves  of  it  for  this  year. 
But  I  do  believe  that  an  intelligent  study  of  what 
should  go  into  the  reports  of  all  important  depart- 
ments and  what  should  be  kept  out  would  be  very 
advantageoVis.  If  the  matter  is  brought  up  before 
the  Finance  Commission  now,  they  can  take  plenty 
of  time  in  considering  it,  and  a  year  from  now  the 
city  may  get  considerable  benefit. 

The  order  was  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  Nos.  2  and  3, 
unfinished  business: 

2.  Richard  S.  Tewksbury,  Raymond  J.  Ken- 
nealy  and  William  J.  O'Hearn,  to  be  Weighers  of 
Coal. 

3.  Cushman  B.  Shaler,  to  be  an  Inspector  of 
Pressed  or  Bundled  Hay  and  Straw. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee—Coun.  Attridge  and  Ballantyne.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  several 
appointments  were  confirmed. 


RELEASE    OF   RESTRICTIONS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  4,  unfinished 
business: 

4.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city  to  execute  an  instrument  satisfactory  to 
the  Law  Department  whereby  the  city,  shall,  so 
far  as  it  may  lawfully  do  so,  without  affecting  the 
legal  or  equitable  rights  of  other  persons,  release 
the  restrictions  now  remaining  in  force  so  far  as 
they  affect  certain  land  situated  in  Boston  and 
bounded  northwesterly  by  Harrison  avenue;  north- 
easterly by  the  center  line  of  a  passageway;  south- 
easterly by  land  now  or  late  of  George  E.  Cabot, 
trustee,  southwesterly  by  land  now  or  late  of  said 
city;  containing  2,806  square  feet,  more  or  less, 
and  being  a  portion  of  the  land  heretofore  conveyed 
by  said  city  to  Cadis  B.  Boyce  et  al.  by  deed  dated 
May  24,  1883,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Lib.  1599,  page  18. 

On  September  20  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


SALE  OF  BUILDING  AND  LAND, 
EAST  BOSTON. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  5,  unfinished 
business,  viz.: 

That  his  Honor' the  Mayor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  the  building 
and  land  formerly  occupied  by  the  Police  Depart- 
ment and  known  as  Station  No.  7,  East  Boston, 
at  an  upset  price  of  not  less  than  nine  thousand 
dollars,  and  upon  such  sale  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
is  hereby  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city  and  by  an  instrument  satisfactory  to  the 
Law  Department  to  convey  said  property  to' the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof. 

On  October  2  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


OCTOBER    17,    1916. 


285 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.46  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  President.  The  members  of  the 
Council  reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  and 
were  called  to  order  at  5.25  p.  m. 


FREIGHT   TERMINAL   FACILITIES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  is  desirous  of  enlarging  and 
improving  its  freight,  terminal  facilities  at  South 
Boston  and  has  submitted  its  plans  therefor,  which 
involve  the  discontinuance  of  a  part  of  West  First 
street  and  the  rebuilding  of  bridges  over  the  tracks 
of  said  railroad  on  West  Second  street,  Bolton 
strtet,  West  Third  street,  Athens  street,  West 
Broadway,  Silver  street,  West  Fourth  street,  Gold 
street,  West  Fifth  street,  West  Sixth  street  and 
Dorchester  avenue. 

The  plans  for  these  _  alterations  and  improve- 
ments have  been  submitted  by  me  to  the  Street 
Laying-Out  Department,  and  I  am  informed  that 
they  are  now  satisfactory  to  that  department. 
The  entire  cost  of  this  work  is  to  be  borne  by  the 
railroad. 

I  believe  that  these  alterations  are  required  for 
the  security  and  convenience  of  the  public,  and 
respectfully  request  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  whereas  there  are  certain  high- 
ways in  that  part  of  Boston  known  as  South  Bos- 
ton named,  respectively,  West-  First  street,  West 
Second  street,  Bolton  street,  West  Third  street, 
Athens  street,  West  Broadway,  Silver  street,  West 
.Fourth  street,  Gold  street,  West  Fifth  street,  West 
Sixth  street  and  Dorchester  avenue,  which  cross 
the  tracks  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railroad,  the  first  named  at  grade  and  the 
remainder  by  bridges  over  the  tracks  of  said 
railroad  company,  and  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  said  city  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  necessary 
for  the  security  and  convenience  of  the  public 
that  certain  alterations  shall  be  made  in  said 
crossings  and  the  approaches  thereto,  in  the  loca- 
tion of  the  railroad  and  public  ways  and  the 
grades  thereof  and  the  bridges  at  said  crossings, 
and  that  one  of  said  crossings  shall  be  discontinued. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts  of  1906,  chapter  463,  part  1,  section  41, 
that  the  railroad  company  and  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  agree  to  the  alterations  and  that  the 
Mayor  be  authorized  to  execute  said  agreement 
with  the  railroad  company  for  the  carrying  out  of 
said  alterations; 

Now  therefore  the  Mayor  is  hereby  authorized 
to  execute  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city  an 
agreement  with  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  Company  for  the  alteration  of 
said  streets  and  grade  crossings,  the  entire  cost  of 
said  work,  including  land  damages,  to  be  borne 
by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER    TO    CHARLES    STREET    JAIL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  .  in  receint  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County 
and  beg  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Suffolk  County  Court  House, 

Boston,  October  16,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear    Mr.    Mayor    and    the    Honorable    City 
Council,— I    respectfully    request    that    authority 
be  granted  by  your  Honor  and  the  City  Council 


to  permit  of  my  paying  a  reward  of  $50  for  the 
apprehension  and  return  to  the  Charles  Street 
Jail  of  Robert  L.  Smith,  alias  Sumner  Brown. 
This  prisoner  escaped  from  the  institution  under 
my  jurisdiction  on  October  7,  at  that  time  having 
but  four  weeks  to  serve  of  the  sentence  imposed. 

The  statutes  provide  that  keepers  of  prisons 
and  reformatories  shall  be  reimbursed  for  the 
payment  of  rewards  in  similar  instances.  The 
word  "Jails"  does  not  appear  in  the  statute, 
although  it  would  appear  that  the  intent  of  the 
law'  was  to  include  such  institutions.  Hence 
this  request  for  authority  to  pay  such  a  reward 
from  the  funds  of  the  county. 

Together  with  other  short  term  prisoners, 
Smith,  alias  Brown,  was  performing  cleaning 
work  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  on 
the  date  of  his  departure. 

The  staff  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
have  for  a  long  time  past  been  giving  medical  and 
surgical  treatment  to  persons  confined  at  the 
Charles  Street  Jail. 

The  cleaning  work  at  the  hospital  was  performed 
by  male  janitors,  and  many  months  ago  the  per- 
sons so  employed  left  their  employment  at  the 
hospital  to  accept  work  in  ammunition  factories. 
The  hospital  was  thus  left  without  a  sufficient 
cleaning  force  to  keep  in  proper  sanitary  condition 
the  quarters  occupied  by  poor  and  suffering 
patients  at  this  institution. 

I  have,  therefore,  permitted  men  whom  I  con- 
sidered trustworthy  and  in  great  need  of  financial 
assistance,  on  their  discharge,  to  work  during  the 
last  part  of  their  sentences  at  the  hospital,  each 
man  being  paid  one  dollar  per  day  and  some  of  his 
meals. 

My  observation  is  that  this  is  a  benefit  to  a  great 
charitable  institution,  the  people  of  the  county,  .as 
well  as  to  the  prisoners  themselves  being  thus 
provided  with  a  few  dollars  when  leaving  the  jail 
and  going  out  into  the  world. 

The  subject  of  the  prison  inquiry — Robert  L. 
Smith,  alias  Sumner  Brown — is  the  only  man  who 
betrayed  his  trust  towards  the  county  in  making 
his  escape. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  call  your  Honor's  special 
attention  to  the  great  charity  that  the  hospital  is 
doing  for  prisoners  in  great  distress,  in  the  per- 
formance of  surgical  operations  on  unfortunate 
men  confined  at  our  jail  during  the  last  year  and  a 
half.  I  can  testify  to  the  fact  that  the  prisoners' 
treatment,  medical,  surgical  and  nursing,  is  equal 
to  that  received  by  those  paving  full  hospital 
charges  and  I  feel  that  I  am  officially,  as  well  as 
the  county,  under  grateful  obligation  to  this 
institution. 

Respectfully, 

John  Quin,n,  Jr., 

Sheriff. 


Ordered,  That  there  be  transferred  from  Reserve 
Fund  to  appropriation  for  Suffolk  County,  Charles 
Street  Jail,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  the  same  to  be 
expended  as  reward  for  the  apprehension  and  return 
to  the  Charles  Street  Jail  of  Robert  L.  Smith,  alias 
Sumner  Brown. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COMMUNICATION   FROM   POLICE 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  17,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  appended 
communication  from  the  Police  Department  and 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor, 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Departmenti '  >ctober  3,  1916. 

Mr.  Edward  J.  Leary, 

City  Messenger: 
Dear  Sir, — The  following  is  a  list  of  bills  for 
ringing  bells  on  the  dates  stated,  which  I  think 
should  be  paid,  because  ii"1  persons  performing 
tho  work  had  every  reason  to  suppose  that  they 
would  be  paid  for  it  as  had  been  the  custom  for 
many  years. 
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Name. 

Church. 

Division. 

St.  Mbniea's.  . 

6 

Dee.  25,  Dec.  31,  1015;  Feb.  22,  March  17, 
April  19,  1916. 

$15  00 

Richard  Edwards 

Eliot  Square.  . 

10 

Sept.  6,  Oct.  12,  Nov.  25,  Dec.  25,  1915; 
Feb.  22,  March  17,  April  19,  1916. 

21  00 

Henry  A.  Gillespie.  .  .  . 

Maverick 

7 

Feb.  12,  Feb.  22,  March  17,  April  19,  1916, 

12  00 

John  B.  Hallsted 

Tabernacle.  .  . 
Advent 

3 
3 

April  19,  1916 

3  00 

Joseph  H.  Hunting.  .  .  . 

Sept.  6,  Oct.  12,  Nov.  25,  Dec.  25,  1915; 
Feb.  22,  April  19,  1916. 

18  00 

August  Moeller 

German 

10 

Feb.  12,  Feb.  22,  March  17,  April  19,  1916, 

12  00 

John  J.  McGaffigan.  .  . 

St.  Mary's. .  .  . 

1 

Feb.  12,  Feb.  22,  March  17,  April  19,  1916, 

12  00 

F.  Tassinari 

Sacred  Heart.. 

1 

Feb.  12,  Feb.  22,  March  17,  April  19,  1916, 

12  00 

H.  L.  Whittemore 

First  Parish. .  . 

17 

April  19,  1916 

3  00 

$108  00 

Very  respectfully, 

Thomas  Ryan,  Clerk. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

City  Council. 

From  the  appropriation  for  G-4,  Widow  of 
C.  E.  Silloway,  to  the  appropriation  for  G-2, 
Bell  Ringing,  $'l08. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
on  the  following  petitions: 

M.  J.  Murray  (referred  August  28)  for  refund 
of  liquor  license  fee  for  unexpired  period.    • 

Kathinka  Brinson  (referred  October  2)  for 
refund  of  portion  of  fee  for  liquor  license. 

Reports  accepted,  petitioners  given  leave  to 
withdraw. 

(2)  Report  on  communication  from  the  Mayor 
and  order  (referred  September  14)  that  expendi- 
ture of  loan  of  $599,000  for  the  improvement  of 
Strandway  and  Old  Harbor,  South  Boston,  be 
transferred  from  the  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment to  the  Public  Works  Department,  same  to 
be  spent  by  Commissioner  of  Public  Works — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(3)  Report  on  communication  from  the  Mayor 
transmitting  letter  from  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners and  order  (referred  today)  that  the  City 
Auditor  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
$4,976.16  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Election  Department — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  message  from  the  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  October  2)  appropriating  $65,800 
from  the  Parkman  Fund  for  the  Park  and  Recrea- 
tion Department — recommending  passage  of  the 
order  in  the  accompanying  new  draft,  viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $62,480.50  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the 
Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department  for 
the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  Common 
and  parks  in  existence  on  January  12,  1887,  and 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Aquarium  and  Zoolog- 
ical Garden,   as  follows: 

A.     Personal  Service: 

Permanent  employees $45,317  50 

C.  Equipment: 

14.     Livestock 1,000  00 

D.  Supplies: 

4.     Forage   and  animal 8,000  00 


E.  Materials: 

12.     Parks  and  recreational.  .  . . 

F.  Special  Items: 

12.     Contracts  for  construction. 


$8,000  00 

163  00 

$62,480  50 


Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(5)  Report  on  message  from  the  Mayor,  com- 
munication from  the  Infirmary  Trustees,  with 
report  of  Finance  Commission,  and  order  (referred 
today)  authorizing  transfer  of  $500  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Boston  Almshouse 
and  Hospital,  B-39,  General  Plant — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(6)  Report  on  message  from  the  Mayor,  com- 
munications from  Superior  Court  for  the  transac- 
tion of  Criminal  Business,  Municipal  Court  of 
Roxbury  District,  and  order  (referred  today) 
authorizing  transfer — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(7)  Report  on  message  from  the  Mayor,  com^ 
munication  from  the  Heating  Engineer  of  the 
Schoolhouse  Department,  and  order  (referred 
today)  authorizing  transfer  of  $400  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  House  of 
Correction,  B-39,  General  Plant — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  relative  to  exchange 
of  land  at  Neponset — recommending  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

(9)  Report  on  message  from  Mayor,  with  com- 
munication from  Metropolitan  Park  Commission 
(referred  October  2),  with  order  approving  pro- 
posed land-taking  for  approach  to  Neponset  Avenue 
Bridge — that  said  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(10)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  for  pay- 
ment of  pension  of  $156  a  year  to  Annie  Doherty — 
that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(11)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  the 
oration  of  Hon.  Michael  J.  Murray  on  Columbus 
Day  be  printed  as  a  city  document — that  the  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(12)  Report  on  petition  of  John  J.  Moore  (re- 
ferred October  17)  to  be  retired  under  provisions 
of  chapter  765  of  Acts  of  1914 — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of   1914,   as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
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Special  Acts  of  1915,  John  J.  Moore,  employed  in 
the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


CONSOLIDATION   OF  PAVING  AND 
SANITARY   YARDS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  report  to  the 


City  Council  when  the  proposed  consolidation  of 
the  city  paving  and  sanitary  yards  in  the  West  End 
will  be  completed. 
Passed. 


GENERAL    RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.   McDONALD,  general  re- 
consideration of  all  action  today  was  refused. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE, 
at  5.32  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  October  31,  at 
2  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Tuesday,  October  24,  1916. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  1.30  p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent    HAGAN     in     the     chair.      Absent — Coun. 
Kenny. 

The  Clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting  as  follows: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  21,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

You  are  respectfully  requested  to  assemble  in  the 
City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Tuesday, 
October  24,  1916,  at  1.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  action  on  the  conveyance  of 
Gallop's  Island  Quarantine  Station  to  the  United 
States.  Government. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


OATH  ADMINISTERED  TO  NEW  MEMBER. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  the  President  appoint  a  committee  of  two  to 
notify  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that  Mr.  Lehy  is  here 
to  be  sworn  into  office. 

The  Chair  appointed  Coun.  Ballantyne  and 
Coleman  as  a  committee  to  notify  the  Mayor,  who 
was  escorted  to  the  Council  Chamber  by  the 
committee. 

Mayor  CURLEY— Will  the  newly  elected 
member  of  the  City  Council,  Mr.  Geoffrey  B.  Lehy, 
step  to  the  stenographer's  table?  The  Council  will 
rise. 

The  oath  was  duly  administered  by  the  Mayor 
to  Mr.  Lehy. 

The  MAYOR — You  are  duly  elected  a  member 
of  the  Citv  Council,  and  I  wish  you  every  success. 

Coun.  LEHY— I  thank  you. 


TRANSFER   OF  GALLOP'S  ISLAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  24,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
data,  submitted  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  and 
the  United  States  Treasury  Department,  with 
reference  to  Gallop's  Island,  and  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  October  19,   1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  City  Council  and  your  Honor 
have  informally  agreed  that  the  city  shall  give 
the  United  States  Government  a  deed  without 
restrictions  for  the  conveyance  of  the  land  and 
buildings  at  Gallop's  Island,  and  as  the  deed  pre- 
pared by  this  office  has  been  approved  by  the 
United  States  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  has  been  forwarded  by  him  to  the 
Department  of  Justice  at  Washington  for  approval 
and  will  probably  very  shortly  be  sent  back  to 
Boston  for  execution  by  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council,  it  is  important  that  the  final  steps  should 
be  taken  by  the  city  so  that  the  transaction  may 
be  completed  in  the  near  future. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  the  City  Council  to  pass 
another  order  authorizing  the  sale  of  Gallop's 
Island  property  to  the  United  Strifes  Government 
arid  the  conveyance  of  said  property  by  a  deed 
without  restrictions.  This  order  will  require  two 
si-; im rn I c  readings  and  two  separate  votes  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  section  2  of  the  charter 
amendments  of  1909.  This  action  will  be  neces- 
sary because  the  original  order  authorizing  the 
sale  provided  for  a  conveyance  upon  conditions 
and  hence  is  not  broad  enough  to  authorize  a  con- 


veyance without  conditions.  A  copy  of  the  pro- 
posed order  is  herewith  inclosed.  I  respectfully 
suggest  that  this  order  be  transmitted  to  the  City 
Council  as  soon  as  possible,  together  with  your 
recommendation  for  prompt  action  upon  the  same. 
The  City  Council  will  be  interested  to  know 
that  the  United  States  has  agreed  through  Mr. 
McAdoo,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  provide 
for  the  care  and  treatment  of  persons  sent  by  the 
-city  to  the  United  States  Station  at  Gallop's 
Island,  at  reasonable  rates.  This  agreemen  t  will 
accomplish  the  same  purpose  as  the  provision  in 
the  deed  which  it  was  first  intended  to  have  passed 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  dated  March  29,  1915.  I  suggest 
that,  the  inclosed  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  your  Honor  be  also  transmitted 
to  the  City  Council  so  that  they  may  have  all  the 
facts  before  them. 

I  am  also  returning  the  original  letter  of  Sec- 
retary McAdoo  for  your  files. 

Yours  respectfully, 

John  A.  Sullivan, 
'  Corporation  Counsel. 

Treasury  Department,  Washington. 

October  12,  1916. 
The  Mayor,  Boston,  Massachusetts: 

Sir, — Confirming  verbal  agreement  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  procedure  which  has  been  followed 
during  the  past  year,  this  department  agrees  to 
receive  from  the  City  of  Boston  persons  sick  of  the 
various  infectious  diseases  that  require  isolation, 
and  to  provide  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  such 
persons  at  the  quarantine  station  on  Gallop's 
Island,  the  City  of  Boston  to  reimburse  the  United 
States  Government  therefor  at  the  rate  of  $1  per 
diem  for  each  person  so  cared  for. 

It  is  stipulated  that  the  City  of  Boston  will 
furnish  nurses  for  women  or  children  received  at 
Gallop's  Island,  and  will  also  provide  additional 
nurses,  if  the  number  of  patients  received  from  the 
city  should  at  any  time  be  greater  than  can  be 
properly  attended  to  by  the  nursing  force  ordinarily 
employed  at  the  quarantine  station.  The  reim- 
bursement to  the  government  for  the  subsistence 
of  accompanying  nurses  shall  be  at  the  same  rate 
as  for  patients. 

The    contagious   diseases   contemplated   in   this 
agreement  include  any  of  the  epidemic  and  quaran- 
tinable  maladies,  but  especially  refer  to  smallpox. 
Respectfully, 
W.  G.  McAdoo,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  city  to  convey  to  the  United  States  of 
America  by  a  suitable  quitclaim'  deed  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department  and  for  a 
consideration  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  the  island  situated  in  the  harbor  of  said 
Boston  known  as  Gallop's  Island,  together  with 
the  buildings  thereon  and  all  the  property  used  in 
connection  with  the  quarantine  service  hitherto 
performed  by  the  city,  excepting  that  portion  of 
said  island  now  owned  by  the  United"  States  of 
America  heretofore  conveyed  to  it  by  the  city. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  this  order  requires  two  readings,  the 
second  reading  to  be  not  less  than  fourteen  days 
from  today,  and  further  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Executive  Committee  has  considered  this 
matter,  I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  rule  be  suspended 
in  order  that  the  order  may  take  its  first  reading 
today,  giving  us  all  ample  opportunity  to  look 
over  the^  order  carefully  and  if  we  do  not  agree 
with  it  either  to  amend  it  or  to  act  in  accordance 
with  our  best  judgment. 

The  rule  was  suspended;  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  date. 


JURORS    DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  being  absent)',  viz.: 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  November  8,  1916: 

Henry  M.  Choatc,  Ward  10;  George  11.  Whynot, 
W  ard  I  ;  Thomas  Mason,  W:ml  2<i;  w  ilIio.ro  Jacobs, 
Ward  22;  Joseph  is.  McGinley,  Ward  26;  Thomas 
J.  McKenna,  Ward  LMi;  Ilnrrv  Ashlev  Haszard 
Ward  26;  William  T,   English;  Ward  26;  Mark    .1 ' 
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Donahue,  Ward  20;  William  L.  Sullivan,  Ward  1; 
John  T.  J.  Nolan, "Ward  15;  Thomas  H.  Leonard, 
Ward  4;  Albert  W.  Crankshaw,  Ward  20;  Mark 
Nelson,  Ward  21;  Henrv  A.  Hildreth,  Ward  11; 
George  Albreeht,  Ward  13;  John  T.  Miles,  Ward  4; 
George  L.  Slack,  Ward  1;  Cecil  Stewart,  Ward  11; 
Harry  Houston,  Ward  20;  Nelson  C.  Agnew,  Ward 
17;  Frank  L.  George,  Ward  26;  James  W.  Adams, 
Ward  15;  Harry  Sharkey,  Ward  22;  Laurence 
FitzGerald,  Ward  21;  Frank  J.  Baxter,  Ward  21; 
Frederick  C.  Rice,  Ward  22;  John  J.  Cunniff, 
Ward  24;  William  C.  Jones,  Ward  14;  James  H. 
Corney,  Ward  14;  Bernard  F.  Miethe,  Ward  16; 
Frank  E.  Garland,  Ward  21;  William  H.  Ellis,  Jr., 
Ward  1;  Hartwell  B.  Spaulding,  Ward  20;  Morton 
G.  Baldwin,  Ward  25;  Hyman  Learner,  Ward  8. 

Thirty-six  travcrss  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  November  9, 
1916: 

Henry  W.  Dakins,  Ward  13;  Edward  McLaugh- 
lin Jr.,  Ward  3;  Henry  J.  Foley,  Ward  21;  Charles 
D  Riley,  Ward  25;  Herman  J.  Larson,  Ward  1; 
John  J  Kennellv,  Ward  i5;  James  Tj.  Flynn,  Ward 
20-  Charles  O.  Oberg,  Ward  24;  William  H.  Up- 
ton Ward  21;  Michael  Havertv,  Ward  22;  Ber- 
nard Driscoll,  Ward  3;  Chester  W.  Gray,  Ward  21 ; 
Thomas  Coffey,  Ward  9;  Eugene  A.  Reilly,  Ward 
23-  Luke  D.  Mullen,  Ward  4;  Melbourne  E. 
Mi'nard,  Ward  16;  John  P.  McQueeney,  Ward  5; 
Michael  L.  Caine,  Ward  5;  Gustav  C.  Schroeder, 
Ward  22-  Irwin  Emmons,  Ward  21;  Maurice  A. 
Lano-enth'al,  Ward  1;  John  H.  Skally,  Ward  5; 
Frederic  E.  Miller,  Ward  15;  Everett  F.Saunders, 
Ward  26;  John  Dummler,  Ward  15;  Joseph  I. 
Brennan  Ward  11;  Angelo  Penta,  Ward  6;  Hy- 
man Goldman,  Ward  8;  Salvador  F.  Martin.  Ward 
10-  Albert  P.  Lipshutz,  Ward  22;  Hyman  Z. 
Steinberg,  Ward  11;  John  H.  Dooley,  Ward  13; 
Patrick  J.  Coogan,  Ward  14;  James  E.  Caldwell, 
Ward  16;  Edward  S.  Roche,  Ward  3;  George  C. 
Corcoran,  Ward  20. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court,  First 
Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  November  13, 
1916: 

Adolph  G  Pearce,  Ward  20;  Daniel  J.  Cromn, 
Ward  9-  William  P.  Shaughnessy,  Ward  2;  William 
E  Dola'n,  Ward  21;  Philip  Wernig,  Ward  19;  Max 
Wolfe  Ward  22;  Charles  H.  Brown,  Ward  24; 
Frank'  E  Bergen,  Ward  20;  William  B.  Holder, 
Ward  1;  John  J.  Sweeney,  Ward  24;  James  M. 
Sellars  Ward  22;  Morton  T.  Holton,  Ward  22; 
William  P.  McBride,  Jr.,  Ward  13;  Richard  Brown, 
Ward  7-  Albert  Friedman,  Ward  11;  John  R. 
Watte,  Ward  1;  Ralph  H.  Coleman  Ward  25; 
Joseph  W.  Collins,  Ward  24;  Michael  S.  Clifford, 
Ward  9;  David  Fitzgibbon  Ward  5;  Frederick  A. 
Beyer,  Ward  22;  Donald  McLeod,  Ward  22;  John 
I  Nihen,  Ward  5;  Louis  G  ardella  Ward  6 ; 
Thomas  F.  Monahan,  Ward  8;  Lemuel  Cmsnolm, 
Ward  21;  James  F.  Miller,  Ward  13;  Robert  J. 
Brunt  Ward  4;  William  J.  Healey,  Ward  4; 
Martin  FitzGerald,  Ward  22;  George  F.  Mc- 
Carthy, Ward  13;  Earl  A.  Pike  Ward  17 ;  Clarence 
E  Estey,  Ward  21;  Patrick  Sullivan,  Ward  16; 
Edward  Barry,  Ward  5;  Henry  R.  Vaughn  Ward 
24;  Ausilio  Cristiano,  Ward  6;  George  J.  Meroth, 
Ward  17;  George  H.  Bonelh,  Ward  25;  Rufus  C. 
Marsh,  Ward  1. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Second  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  Novem- 
ber 13,  1916: 

Henrv  W  Whipple,  Ward  24;  Frank  Driscoll, 
Ward  25;  Jeremiah  J.  Riley,  Ward  24;  Abraham  S  . 
Cohen,  Ward  20;  Henry  M.  Sartons  Ward [20; 
John  T.  Goggin,  Ward  5;  John  Roebuck,  Ward  2o; 
Herbert  T  McArdle,  Ward  20;  George  S.  bnaw  , 
Ward  23;  Benjamin  O'Neil,  Ward  20;  William  C  . 
Ewing,  Ward  23;  William  P  Joyce  Ward  12; 
Harry  L.  Clarke,  Ward  12;  Joseph  A.  Hogan, 
Ward  21 ;  John  A.  Watson,  Ward  14;  Bernard  W  . 
Hobdell,  Ward  1;  Thomas  J.  Gallagher,  Ward  20, 
Edwin  J.  Keyes,  Ward  25;  John  Halbntter  Jr., 
Ward  20;  William  H.  Spencer,  Ward  18;  Peter  J  . 
Mortimer,  Ward  1;  William  B  Turner  Ward  21; 
Frank  H.  Carpenter,  Ward  11;  Nathaniel  F. 
Ayer,  Ward  11;  John  A.  Dee,  Ward  21;  James 
Conley,  Ward  1;  John  S.  Casey,  Ward  15;  James 
F  Clarke,  Ward  11;  Eugene  F  Lally,  Ward  13; 
Peter  J.  Formica,  Ward  6;  Edward  J.  Johns, 
Ward  1;  William  F.  Winsor,  Ward  8;  James  Mc- 
Ardle, Ward  2;  Kaufman  Breger,  Ward  19;  Jere- 
miah Collins,  Ward  4;  Joseph  l<ernandezWaTdl5, 
Henry  M.  Crawford,  Ward  17;  Richard  G.  Hol- 
lum  Ward  25;  Ernest  Kitson,  Ward  19;  John  J. 
Curiey,  Ward  22. 


Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  Novem- 
ber 13,  1916: 

Charles  A.  Hinckley,  Ward  21;  Clyde  J.  Bab- 
cock,  Ward  26;  William  D.  Gashin,  Ward  23; 
Andrew  J.  Waggett,  Ward  7;  Anthony  Van 
Gemert,  Ward  17;  Charles  E.  A.  Merrow,  Ward  26; 
Frank  B.  Davis,  Ward  23;  Edward  McCarthy, 
Ward  17;  Thorne  M.  Carpenter,  Ward  19;  Thomas 
J.  Rogerson,  Ward  19;  Charles  H,  McBarron, 
Ward  18;  Harry  I.  Norton,  Ward  17;  Edward  J. 
Donohue,  Ward  20;  John  F.  Cavanagh,  Ward  24; 
John  A.  Dodd,  Ward  20;  John  J.  Conway,  Ward 
19;  Harry  O.  Heath,  Ward  4;  George  L.  Mudgett, 
Ward  17;  John  E.  F.  Coleman,  Ward  22;  John  W. 
Lipman,  Ward  9;  Fred  C.  Maker,  Ward  26;  William 
Coakley,  Ward  9;  Ralph  P.  Browne,  Ward  15; 
George  H.  Sloan,  Ward  13;  Vincent  F.  Loughlin , 
Ward  14;  Anthony  Angeloni,  Ward  6;  Stillman  B. 
Tuckerman,  Ward  16;  William  M.  Cole,  Ward  14; 
Joseph  Brazzell,  Ward  1;  Henry  P.  Amerige , 
Ward  10;  Herman  M.  Rich,  Ward  25;  Moses 
Elliott,  Ward  18;  Edward  J.  Merle,  Ward  20; 
Charles  Eachus,  Ward  7;  Thomas  J.  Tobin,  Ward 
23;  John  McClory,  Ward  17;  Joseph  W.  McGaragle, 
Ward  22;  George  H.  Wyatt,  Jr.,  Ward  10;  Gren- 
ville  B.  Macomber,  Ward  12;  Michael  J.  Cun- 
ningham, Ward  11. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  Novem- 
ber 13,  1916: 

ivlatthew  Henihan,  Ward  23;  Herbert  F.  Carter, 
Ward  25;  Gordon  S.  Donnan,  Ward  15;  Edward 
J.  Goodman,  Ward  21;  Frank  E.  Reid,  Ward  12; 
James  A.  Hennessey,  Ward  21;  Frederick  W. 
Godbold,  Ward  1;  Sheldon  D.  Graff,  Ward  25; 
Joseph  F.  Kelly,  Ward  16;  William  D.  Murray, 
Ward  14;  Eric  L.  Johanson,  Ward  16;  Arthur-  F. 
Richardson,  Ward  25;  Daniel  P.  Mahoney,  Ward 
19;  John  Regan,  Ward  24;  John  J.  Riley,  Ward  24; 
Pasquale  F.  Lombardi,  Ward  6;  Charles  F.  Bigelow, 
Ward  20;  John  J.  Drey,  Ward  9;  William  F. 
McGann,  Ward  12;  Harry  Heinemeyer,  Ward  20.; 
Arthur  L.  King,  Ward  24;  James  F.  Barker,  Ward 
2;  Stephen  L.  Favour,  Ward  1;  Stephen  Costello, 
Ward  15;  Harry  A.  Sterling,  Ward  24;  George  I. 
Brewer,  Ward  25;  John  Anderson,  Ward  21;  Jacob 
E.  Neff,  Ward  21;  Daniel  W.  Cotter,  Ward  10; 
George  F.  Hennigan,  Ward  22;  James  Ralls,  Ward 
3;  Fred  H.  Downing,  Ward  1 ;  William  P.  Heffernan, 
Ward  17;  Patrick  J.  Burns,  Ward  25;  Martin  J. 
Keohan,  Ward  15;  Butler  C.  Breed,  Ward  16; 
R.  Dudley  Peters,  Ward  11;  Hermann  C.  Bohn, 
Ward  14;  Robert  L.  Emery,  Ward  1;  Andrew  H. 
Gamble,  Ward  5. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  Novem- 
ber 13,  1916: 

Thomas  J.  O'Keefe,  Ward  9;  Amos  Weston, 
Ward  10;  Charles  H.  Wilson,  Ward  13;  Alphonse 
P.  Richards,  Ward  20;  John  Joseph  Gilmartin, 
Ward  4;  Timothy  J.  Toomey,  Ward  25;  Thomas 
M.  Lanigan,  Ward  1;  Charles  F.  Jordan,  Ward 
20;  Charles  K.  Jackson,  Ward  21;  James  E. 
Coyne,  Ward  21;  Edward  F.  Bent,  Ward  20; 
John  T  Hanlan,  Ward  24;  Antonio  Bevilacqua, 
Ward  1;  John  F.  Fallon,  Ward  24;  John  F. 
Newton,  Jr.,  Ward  17;  Francis  L.  Johnson, 
Ward  15;  Max  Geiger,  Ward  15;  Cornelius  E. 
Sullivan,  Ward  21;  Mortimer  F.  Fitzgerald, 
Ward  12;  Nathan  S.  Batchelder,  Ward  14; 
Lawrence  McCarthy,  Ward  15;  John  Sullivan, 
Ward  13;  George  E.  Curiey,  Ward  16;  Albert 
Stone,  Jr.,  Ward  11;  John  J.  Kiley,  Ward  17; 
Richard  Feakes,  Ward  23;  James  A.  McElaney, 
Jr  ,  Ward  23;  John  W.  Murphy,  Ward  11;  George 
W  Cuddy,  Ward  20;  George  F.  Flagg,  Ward 
18-  Edmund  L.  Phelan,  Ward  10;  John  L.  Oliver, 
Ward  9;  Philip  L.  Nagle,  Ward  5;  John  H.  Cav- 
ahagh,  Ward  16;  Edgar  T.  Holmes,  Ward  26; 
David  A.  Fullerton,  Ward  1 ;  William  R.  Kittredge  , 
Ward  21;  William  F.  Spencer,  Ward  15;  Michael 
P.  Tully,  Ward  16;   John  L.  Turner,  Ward  23. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Sixth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  November 
13, 1916: 

Patrick  J.  Dooley,  Ward  13;  Michael  J.  Skay- 
han,  Ward  14;  Henry  W.  Marsh,  Ward  16;  John 
W  Keating,  Ward  1;  Joseph  W.  Mulford,  Ward 
16-  Albert  E.  Smith,  Ward  16;  Robert  J.  Sullivan, 
Ward  2-  James  A.  Laidlaw,  Ward  16;  William  M. 
Rogers,  Ward  3;  George  W.  Reese,  Ward  2;  Rich- 
ard J.  Donnelly,  Ward  23;  Edward  F.  Burke,  Ward 
-20-   Walter  Schweitzer,  Ward  22;   James  O.  Davis, 
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Ward  9;  Thomas  C.  Caffrey,  "Ward  5;  Michael  J. 
Wall,  Ward  4;  William  J.  Norton,  Ward  16;  Albert 
T.  Percy,  Ward  20;  Joseph  L.  Rose,  Ward  3;  Ber- 
nard E.  Kernan,  Ward  20;  George  Davidson, 
Ward  23;  George  R.  Todd,  Ward  24;  Andrew 
Anderson,  Ward  1;  George  F.  Simmons,  Ward  16; 
Charles  A.  Barry,  Ward  21;  George  A.  Murray, 
Ward  13;  Theodore  Drury,  Ward  18;  Edmond 
Sweeney,  Ward  2;  Martin  Powers,  Ward  15; 
Henry  J.  Foley,  Ward  20;  Michael  T.  Doherty, 
Ward  20;  Simon  Quint,  Ward  20;  Burton  L. 
Baker,  Ward  19;  Thomas  Quigley,  Ward  5;  Wil- 
liam H.  Hill,  Ward  26;  Abraham  Rosenstein, 
Ward  11;  Harvey  S.  Atkinson,  Ward  1;  John  A. 
Dooley,  Ward  20;  John  T.  Regan,  Ward  5; 
Michael  J.  Murphy,  Ward  20. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Seventh  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
November  13,  1916: 

Theodore  Maylandt,  Ward  20;  Edward  J. 
Lynch,  Jr.,  Ward  6;  John  F.  Kyle,  Ward  5; 
Frederick  A.  Quinn,  Ward  11;  Daniel  Leary,  Ward 
19;  Frank  P.  Dolliver,  Ward  1;  Arthur  E.  Holland, 


Ward  22;  Joseph  Keefe,  Ward  25;  John  A.  Holland, 
Ward  24;  John  T.   McAlarney,  Ward  9;  William 

F.  Crowley,  Jr.,  Ward  14;  Alexander  E.  Gold- 
smith, Ward  20;  Fred  G.  Uriot,  Ward  23;  Harry 
Sachs,  Ward  9;  John  Ryan,  Ward  11;  Carl  L. 
Biewald,  Ward  21;  John  W.  Dacey,  Ward  9; 
Patrick  H.  Ryder,  Ward  2;  James  J.  Moore,  Ward 
3;  Frank  A.  Murphy,  Ward  16;  Roderick  J.  Mac- 
donald,  Ward  1;  George  M.  Stone,  Ward  26;  John 
J.  Fay,  Ward  19;  Alois  F.  Beckonert,  Ward  23; 
Thomas  F.  Ryan,  Ward  14;  Albert  Corey,  Ward  10; 

G.  Bela  Pierce,  Ward  24;  George  A.  Webster, 
Ward  10;  James  Ravenscroft,  Ward  1;  James  F. 
Mcintosh,  Ward  20;  Joseph  Hogan,  Ward  9; 
Harry  Barter,  Ward  1;  Martin  A.  Carney,  Ward 
15;  Thomas  Sweeney,  Ward  20;  George  C.  Wood- 
ward, Ward  20;  Elmer  S.  Nyman,  Ward  10;  Pearl- 
ston  G.  Quinn,  Ward  1;  Samuel  Tichnor,  Ward  20; 
Edgar  R.  Ostrom,  Ward  26;  Sigmund  Kaitz, 
Ward  20. 


Adjourned  at  2.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLLINS,  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  October  31,  at 
two  o'clock  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Tuesday,  October  31,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair,  and    all  the  mem- 
bers present. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE    MAYOR. 

.  Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
terms  ending  April  30,  1917; 

1.  G.  Kendriok  Smith,  416  Marlborough  street, 
Boston,  to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

.  2.  Philip  Berwin,  16  Berwick  park,  Boston,  to 
the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

3.  Abraham  H.  Radio,  194  Washington  street, 
Dorchester,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

4.  Edwin  E.  Houston,  335  Winthrop  street, 
Winthrop,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

5.  Ceorge  A.  Exley,  853  Saratoga  street,  East 
Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

6.  Charles  E.  Jameson,  189  Forest  street, 
Medford,  Julius  Stepat,  172  Westville  street, 
Dorchester,  Weighers  of  Coal  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1917. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


COST  OF  CONVENIENCE   STATION, 
GROVE  HALL.. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  31,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council : 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion received  from  the  Health  Commissioner,  the 
same  being  a  reply  to  the  order  passed  by  your 
honorable  body  under  date  of  October  17,  1916, 
which  is  self-explanatory. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  October  21,  1916 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  with  the  request  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  that  I  furnish  the  City  Council 
with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  public  convenience 
station  in  the  vicinity  of  Grove  Hall,  Roxbury,  I 
beg  to  submit  the  following:- 

■  The  Roxbury  Crossing  building,  which  is  of 
fireproof  construction,  metal  doors,  frames,  win- 
dows and  sash,  cost  complete  $8,652.64.  In 
mentioning  this  figure  it  should  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration that  labor  and  materials  have  risen 
considerably  in  cost  since  that  contract  was 
awarded  approximately  two  years  ago.  Under 
these  conditions  I  think  it  advisable  to  allow  in 
the  vicinity  of  .$10,000  to  erect  a  similar  building. 

By  using  a  second-class  construction  roof,  wood 
doors  and  frames,  wood  window  frames  and  sash 
it  may  be  possible  to  build  a  like  structure  for 
approximately  $8,500. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  X.  Mahoney,  M.  D., 

Health  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


COURTHOUSE,   WEST  ROXBURY.     , 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  31,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — -The  city  possesses  land  at  Forest 
Hills  square,  taken  many  years  ago  in  connection 
with  the  extension  of  the  Stony  brook  sewerage 
works,  which  land,  with,  a  slight  additional  area, 
should  be  ample  as  a  site  for  a  courthouse. 


The  building  used  as  a  courthouse  in  West 
Roxbury,  both  from  a  sanitary  condition  and  the 
standpoint  of  location,  has  been  undesirable  for 
years  and  since  the  addition  of  Hyde  Park  to  Boston 
has  been  inadequate  to  serve  the  West  Roxbury 
and  Hyde  Park  section  of  the  city. 

I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $10,000  be  and  here- 
by is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings  for  purchase  of  site 
and  for  plans  for  a  municipal  building  to  be. located 
in  the  vicinity  of  Forest  Hills  Station,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


TRANSFER   TO    MUNICIPAL   COURT, 
CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  31,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  -receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Municipal  Court  of  the 
Charlestown  district,  and  respectfully  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  appended  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Municipal  Court  of  the  Charlestown  District,    - 
Boston,  Mass.,  October  17,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayoi  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — By  virtue  of  chapter  195  of  the 
General  Acts  of  the  vear  1916,  on  October  2  I  notiT 
fied  City  Auditor.  Mitchell  that  Thomas  F.  Fitz- 
patrick  was  appointed  as  Second  Assistant  Clerk 
of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict. Under  date  of  October  3  I  received  a  noti- 
fication from  the  auditor  stating  that  there  was  no 
appropriation  covering  this  appointment  and  until 
the  money  was  provided  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  would 
not  receive  any  salary. 

May  I  respectfully  ask  your  Honor  to  provide 
the  necessary  amount  for  the  appropriation,  dating 
from  October  2,  based  upon  a  yearly  salary  of 
$1,200.  I  make  this  request  inasmuch  as  there  is 
not  sufficient  funds  provided  for  it  under  Schedule 
A-l  of  our  budget. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Charles  S.  Sullivan,  Justice,  j 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $296.67  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Munici- 
pal Court,  Charlestown  District,  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER  FOR  CHELSEA  POLICE  COURTS 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  31,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Police  Court  of  Chelsea, 
advising  that,  by  reason  of  the  extraordinary 
amount  of  business  transacted  by  the  court  on 
account  of  industrial  disturbances  during  the  last 
four  months,  appropriations  for  various  items  have 
become  exhausted,  and  I  accordingly  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  appended  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 

Police  Court  of  Chelsea, 
Chelsea,  Mass.,  October  30,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  respectfully  ask  to  have  the  follow- 
ing transfers  and  appropriations  made: 

A-2,  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
"50)  from  B-35. 


292 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


B-13,  the  amount  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100) 
from  B-35. 

B-33,  the  amount  of  eight  hundred  dollars  ($800) 
from  the  County  Reserve  Fund,  and 

G-l,  the  amount  of  two  hundred  dollars  ($200) 
from  B-35,  fifty  dollars  ($50)  from  C-7,  one  hun- 
dred dollars  ($100)  and  from  County  Reserve 
Fund,  fifty  dollars  ($50). 

Yours  very  truly, 
Albert  D.  Bosson,   Justice. 

Chelsea,  Mass.,  October  30,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
My  dear  Sir, — I  am  requesting  various  transfers 
this  year  made  necessary  by  the  extraordinary 
amount  of  business  brought  to  this  court  by  reason 
of  the  industrial  disturbances  which  have  taken 
place  during  the  last  four  months. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Albert  D.  Bosson,  Justice. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
■  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $800  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Police 
Court,  Chelsea,  B-33,  Interpreters,  and  the  sum  of 
$50  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  an  appropriation  for 
Police  Court,  Chelsea,  G-l,  Probation  Officers' 
Expenses. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER  FOR  CITY  HOSPITAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  31,  i916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation received  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital,  requesting  a  transfer  of  $7,913.63 
to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  tunnel  under 
the  yard  from  the  Ward  A  tunnel  to  the  Patho- 
logical Building  and  a  rat-proof  garbage  house, 
and  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully. 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  City  Hospital, 

October  24,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — Shortly  after  the  death  of  a  patient 
it  becomes  necessary  to  remove  the  body  to  the 
morgue.  As  there  is  no  physical  connection  be- 
tween the  hospital  and  the  Pathological  Building, 
bodies  are  wheeled  through  the  various  corridors, 
then  through  the  tunnels  to  the  basement  door  of 
Ward  E,  where  the  basket  is  placed  over  them, 
thence  across  the  open  yard  and  up  the  incline  to 
the  Pathological  Building — this  despite  weather 
conditions.  Since  deaths  occur  at  any  time,  it 
happens  frequently  that  visitors  to  patients  in  the 
lower  wards  are  confronted  by  the  spectacle  of 
dead  bodies  being  wheeled  across  the  yard.  It  is 
very  distressing  to  persons  visiting  sick  relatives 
and  friends  to  be  brought  into  such  intimate  con- 
tact with  death. 

Mr.  Joseph  McGinniss,  architect,  has  informed 
us  that  it  is  possible  to  tunnel  under  the  yard  from 
Ward  A  tunnel  and  break  an  entrance  into  the 
west  end  of  the  Pathological  Building,  then  the 
bodies  could  be  carried  through  the  basement 
corridors  of  the  Pathological  Building  to  the  ele- 
vator. As  the  elevator  at  the  present  time  does 
not  descend  to  the  floor,  changes  would  have  to  be 
made  to  allow  of  this. 
Mr.  McGinniss  estimates  the  cost  of  the 

tunnel  at ...$4,500  00 

Changes  in  wiring,  motors  and  plumbing,       300  00 
Rearranging  elevator 700  00 

$5,500  00 

The  present  garbage  house  has  long  since  out- 
lived its  usefulness.  It  is  unsightly,  and  is  neither 
fly  nor  rat  proof,  the  two  latter  being  especially 
desirable  in  a  hospital.  Mr.  McGinniss  informs 
us  that  for  $1,850  the  trustees  could  have  con- 
structed a  garbage  house,  built  of  brick  to  conform 
to  the  other  hospital  buildings,  which  would  be 
rat-proof,  with  center  floor  drainage,  so  that  the 
walls  and  floors  could  be  flushed  wth  hot  or  cold 
water,  and  screened  against  flies.     These  improve- 


ments would  total  $7,350,  with  architect's  fees 
added,  $7,791.  There  is  a  balance  left  over  from 
the  coal  pocket  of  $6,722.69,  from  the  Pathologi- 
cal Building,  for  remodeling  basement,  of  $1,190.94, 
and  from  the  storage  house,  $2,304.90. 

The  trustees  respectfully  request  your  Honor 
and  the  Honorable  City  Council  to  have  the  above 
items  transferred  'so  that  same  may  be  used  for 
the  purposes  heretofore  mentioned.  The  work 
outlined,  with  extras  which  usually  occur  in  con- 
struction, will  be  sufficiently  covered  by  the  trans- 
ler  asKea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
A.  Shuman, 
President,  Board  of  Trustees. 


uruerea,  1  nat  unaer  autnonty  or  cnapter  26 1  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Hospital  Depart- 
ment, Coal  Pocket,  to  the  appropriation  for  Hospi- 
tal Department,  Tunnel  and  Garbage  House, 
$6,722.69. 

From  the  appropriation  for  Hospital  Depart- 
ment, Pathological  Building,  Remodeling  Base- 
ment, to  the  appropriation  for  Hospital  Depart- 
ment, Tunnel  and  Garbage  House,  $1,190.94. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


FUEL  FOR  ALMSHOUSE,  ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  31,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion received  from  the  Boston  Infirmary  Depart- 
ment requesting  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$5,952.07  for  fuel  for  the  Almshouse  and  Hospital 
and  the  steamer  "George  A.  Hibbard,"  and 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 

Boston  Infirmary  Department, 

October  13,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The  Boston  Infirmary  Trustees  desire 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  funds 
to  cover  the  cost  of  fuel  on  the  maintenance  appro- 
priations for  the  current  year,  and  would  respect- 
fully request  additional  funds  as  follows: 

Long  Island  Hospital,  $5,500;  Steamer  "George 
A.  Hibbard,  "$452.07;  total,  $5,952.07. 

Bills  incurred:  Long  Island  Hospital..   $21,399  21 

Estimate    of    final    shipment,    500-600 

tons  at  $5.33 2,980  69 

$24,379  90 

Appropriation $19,000  00 

Transfers 120  10 

18,879  90 

Deficit $5,500  00 

Bills  incurred:  Steamer  "Hibbard  "...     $3,450  72 

Estimate    of    final   shipment,    500-600 
tons  at  $5.33 

$3,450  72 

Appropriation $3,000  00 

Transfers - 1  35 

2,998  65 

Deficit $452  07 


At  the  time  the  budget  was  prepared  it  was 
estimated  that  an  appropriation  of  $21,000  for  fuel 
for  Long  Island  and  $3,000  for  the  "Hibbard" 
would  be  necessary,  the  expenditures  for  the  pre- 
vious year  being  $21,751.08  and  $2,964.48  respec- 
tively. Two  thousand  dollars  was  cut  from  the 
Long  Island  Hospital  estimate  when  the  appropria- 
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tion  was  granted.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  estimate 
was  $700  less  than  the  expenditure  for  the  previous 
year.  The  average  cost  per  ton  for  soft  coal  in 
1915-16  was  $3.86.  Had  the  price  remained  at 
this  figure  the  expenditures  for  this  year  would  have 
been  $2,800  less.  The  average  cost  per  ton  for 
year  1016-17  is  $4.55. 

Therefore  the  deficit  is  caused  by: 

Low  estimate $700  00 

Reduction  in  appropriation.  . .    2,000  00 

Difference  in  price  of  coal 2,800  00 

$5,500  00 


The  deficit  on  fuel  for  the  "Hibbard"  is  entirely 
caused  by  the  difference  in  price  of  coal. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Thomas  A.  McQuade,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $5,500  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Boston 
Infirmary  Department,  Boston  Almshouse  and 
Hospital,  D-3,  Fuel,  and  the  sum  of  $452.07  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Boston 
Infirmary  Department,  Steamer  "George  A.  Hib- 
bard," D-3,  Fuel. 


SALE  OF  OLD   POLICE   STATION   7. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  31,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report  of  the  Municipal 
Auctioneer  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  building  occupied  heretofore  by 
Police  Station  7,  corner  of  Paris  and  Meridian 
streets,  East  Boston,  and  in  view  of  the  facts  therein 
set  forth,  I  beg  to  renew  the  recommendation  made 
under  date  of  September  2Q,  namely,  that  the 
upset  price  be  made  $8,000. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

October  31,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  advise  you  that  after  calling 
the  auction  and  asking  for  bids  at  the  upset  price 
of  $9,000  on  the  Police  Station  No.  7,  at  Paris  and 
Meridian  streets,  East  Boston,  and  dwelling  at 
length  upon  the  fact  that  nobody  bid,  I  asked  this 
morning  for  information  from  the  audience  what 
was  the  reason  that  I  could  secure  no  bids  on  this 
property.  As  this  was  the  fourth  time  that  this 
property  has  been  tried  out  at  public  auction,  I 
thought  I  would  inform  myself  from  among  the 
people  attending  the  sale  what  was  their  opinion  in 
the  matter,  and  in  response  I  received  the  reply 
that  they  considered  this  piece  of  property  nothing 
more  or  less  than  a  land  proposition,  buildings  of 
no  importance  other  than  to  wreck,  and  one  gentle- 
man said  that  he  considered  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty to  be  $7,000.  In  talking  with  business  men  in 
the  district  and  also  with  real  estate  men  of  many 
years'  standing  there  this  man's  statement  was 
corroborated. 

I  submit  these  facts  to  your  Honor  and  think 
that  if  I  could  start  the  bidding  at  $7,000,  upset 
price,  I  might  dispose  of  it. 

Respectfully, 

Edward  W.  Foye, 

Municipal  Auctioneer. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


VARIOUS  DEPARTMENT  TRANSFERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  31,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  herewith  orders  for 
transfer  from  various  items  in  the  segregated 
budget  to  other  items,  in  conformity  with  requests 
of  department  heads  and  recommend  the  approval 
of  the  same  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Pabk  and  Recreation  Depaetment. 
From  the  appropriation  for  F-12,  Contracts  for 
Construction,   Columbia  Road   Sidewalks,   to   the 
appropriation  foT  F-12,  Contracts  for  Construction, 
$2,319.50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Cemeteby  Depaetment. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor 
Vehicles,  $1,500. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Police  Court,  Chelsea. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-35,  Fees,  Services 
of  Venires,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Tem- 
porary Employees,  $250. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Services, 
of  Venires,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-13, 
Communication,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Services 
-  of  Venires,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  G-l,  Pro- 
bation Officers'  Expenses,  $0.50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  G-l,  Probation 
Officers'  Expenses,  $100. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

County  of  Suffolk. 
Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  District. 
From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Commu- 
nication, $50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Hospital  Depabtment. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary, 
to  the  appropriation  for  A-3,  Unassigned,  $1,500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage  and'Freight, 
$125. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-12,  Premium  on  Surety 
Bond,  $40. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-6,  Stable,  $17. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  $250. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and  Instru- 
ments, $600. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-13,  Chemicals  and 
Disinfectants,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  forE-1,  Building,  $1,700. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  E-9,  Machinery,  $170. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General  Plant,  $120. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  forF-11,  Workingmen's  Com- 
pensation, $550. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

OVERSEEING    OF    THE    POOR    DEPAETMENT. 

Central  Office. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-9,  Care  of  De- 
pendents, $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and 
Instruments,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-9,  Care  of 
Dependents,  $100. 

Temporary  Home. 
From  the  appropriation  for  B-22,  Medical,  to  the 
appropriation  for  F-9,  Caro  of  Dependents,  $350. 
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From  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice, 
to  the  appropriation  for  F-9,  Care  of  Dependents, 
$150. 

"Wayfarer's  Lodge. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-9,  Care  of 
Dependents,  $250. 

From  the  appropriation  forB-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  F-9,  Care  of  Dependents, 
$150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing  Ap- 
parel, to  the  appropriation  for  F-9,  Care  of  De- 
pendents, $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice, 
to  the  appropriation  for  F-9,  Care  of  Dependents, 
$500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  F-9,  Care  of  Dependents,  $150. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1S93,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Fire  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicle  Repairs  and  Care,  to  the  appropriation  for 
C-6,  Stable,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-41,  Horseshoeing 
and  Clipping,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-6,  Stable, 
$510. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-41,  Horseshoeing 
and  Clipping,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-16, 
General  Plant,  $95. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-41,  Horseshoeing 
and  Clipping,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furni- 
ture and  Fittings,  $60. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-41,  Horseshoeing 
and  Clipping,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-32,  Tow- 
ing, $35. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-l,  Apparatus, 
Cable,  Wire,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-14, 
Livestock,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-l,  Apparatus, 
Cable,  Wire,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-37, 
Photographic  and  Blueprinting,  $300. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and  Animal, 
$1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and  Animal,  $230. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage  and  Freight,  $34. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-12,  Medical,  Sur- 
gical, Laboratory,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-4, 
Forage  and  Animal,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and 
Animal,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-17,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and  Instru- 
ments, $6,750. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-17,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-13,  Chemicals  and  Disin- 
fectants, $250. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-18,  Cloth,  Hats 
and  Helmets,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage 
and  Animal,  $320. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-ll,  Marine,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and  Animal,  $100. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Wire  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage, 
$40. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicles,  repairs  and  care,  to  the  appropriation  for 
D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle,  $25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle,  $15. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-16,  Care  of  Horses, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-41,  Horseshoeing  and 
Clipping,  $8. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor 
Vehicles,  $576.40. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
$14.35. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-16,  Care  of  Horses, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles,  $16. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-37,  Photographic 
and  Blueprinting,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-4, 
Motor  Vehicle,  $20. 


From  the  appropriation  for  C-3,  Electrical,  to 
the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles,  $69.34. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-12,  Medical,  Sur- 
gical, Laboratory,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-4, 
Motor  Vehicles,  $70.  , 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles,  $225. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Registry  or  Deeds. 
From  the   appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  $600. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Children's  Institutions  Department. 
Placing  Out  and  Office  Division. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office, 
$111.85. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-13,  Chemicals 
and  Disinfectants,  $3. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General 
Plant,  $12. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Persons, 
to  the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General  Plant,  $88. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry,  Clean- 
ing, Toilet,  $25. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Printing  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  25  Composi- 
tors at  $21,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  5  Job 
Pressmen  at  $19,  $763. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  1  Apprentice 
at  $15,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  6  Press  Feeders 
at  $16,  $491. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Rent,  Taxes  and 
Water,  $55. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General  Plant,  $447. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery,  to 
the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General  Plant,  $1,471. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for  E-13,  General  Plant,  $43. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-17,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General  Plant,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry, 
Cleaning,  Toilet,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-18, 
Cleaning,  $70. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Art  Department. 
From  the  appropriation  for  B-37,  Photographic 
and  Blueprinting,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-39, 
General  Plant,  $22. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Street  Laying-Out  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-3,  Advertising  and 
Posting,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-37,  Photo- 
graphic and  Blueprinting,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Services 
of  Venires,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-9, 
Office,  $26.68. 

Fiom  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and  Binding, 
Jib's. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation  of 
Persons,  $400. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office  Supplies,  $150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-10,  Library,  to 
the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Rent,  Taxes  and  Water, 
$11.74. 


OCTOBER    31,    1916. 


295 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Consumptives'  Hospital  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-3,  Advertising 
and  Posting,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  S3. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel, 
$93.05. 

From  the  appropiiation  for  B-10,  Rent,  Taxes 
and  Water,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel, 
$76.73. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-ll,  Insurance,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $30.85. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $161.02. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-24,  Blacksmith, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $15. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $86.65. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-6,  Stable,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $25. 

From  the  appropriation  forC-10,  Library,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $20. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and 
Instruments,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel, 
$200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-6,  Library,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $4. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-10,  Agricultural, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $200.  # 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-8,  Apparatus,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $18. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-9,  Machinery,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $52.33. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $164.37. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-8,  Light  and 
Power,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry, 
Cleaning,  Toilet,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Persons, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and  Binding, 
$91.26. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  $90. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle 
Repairs  and  Care,  $22.81. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  B-23,  Veterinary, 
$10. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  B-31,  Extermina- 
tion of  Insects,  $307.93. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Services 
of  Venires,  etc.,  $0.80. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  C-14,  Live  Stock,  $5. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  C-10,  Wearing  Ap- 
parel, $115. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice, 
$1,500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  D-5,  Medical,  Surgi- 
cal,  Laboratory,  $409.63. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  D-13,  Chemicals  and 
Disinfectants,  $75. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant, 
$141.31. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, to  the  appropriation  for  E-10,  Electrical, 
$41.70. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Catherine  Rittighofer,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries received  from  a  defect  in  Ferdinand  Street. 

William  G.  Bouchard,  •  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  by  a  defect  at  cornel  Summer 
and  Washington  streets. 


Ernest  Bretschneider,  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  Oakdple  terrace  by  employees  of  the 
Sanitary  Division.    - 

Commercial  Fruit  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damages  at  56  Commercial  street  by  sewer  work. 

Commercial  Towing  Company,  to  be  paid  on 
account  of  detention  of  tugs  at  Granite  Avenue 
Bridge. 

John  J.  Cronin,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  a  defect  in  Sedgwick  street. 

P.  J.  Cronon,  to  be  paid  for  the  care  of  a  horse 
of  Philip  DeRosa,  which  was  shot  by  a  police 
officer. 

K.  M.  Curran,  executor,  for  compensation  for 
damages  by  change  of  grade  at  1200  Columbia 
road. 

Anna  L.  Davis,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  falling  over  catch-basin  cover  at  corner 
Reading  and  Island  streets. 

James  Dunn,  to  be  repaid  amount  paid  to  the 
city  for  taxes. 

Edwazd  V.  FitzGerald,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  by  collision  with  a  city 
automobile. 

Mrs.  Emma  E.  Grover,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  clothing  because  of  a  defect  in  highway 
at  24  Winter  street. 

Dennis  J.  Hurley,  to  be  paid  amount  of  salary 
lost  on  account  of  injuries  received  while  a  member 
of  the  Fire  Department. 

Rebecca  Kerzner,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  a  defect  in  highway  at  52  Salem  street.- 

Edward  O'Connor,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  being  knocked  down  by  a  city  team. 

Lucy  A.  Ohse,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  Hanover  street. 

Mis.  Jessie  N.  Monroe,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  from  a  defect  in  the  highway. 

Daniel  P.  Murray,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  by  a  tree  guard  on  Jersey  street. 

Emily  Dutton  Proctor,  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  10  Thacher  street,  by  surface  water. 

Annie  Rosenberg,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  a  fall  on  Exchange  street. 

Theresa  Scherer,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  because  of  a  defect  in  street  at  15  Dev- 
onshire street. 

John  E.  Weldon,  for  compensation  for  damages 
by  collision  with  a  street  sweeping  machine^ 

Augustus  A.  Wilder,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  by  a  defect  in  Walk  Hill 
street. 

Richard  Cronin,  for  compensation  for  injury  to 
horse  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Commercial 
street. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms 
at  various  locations,  viz.: 

Tosi  Music  Company,  263  Washington  street, 
Ward  5. 

S.  Simons  Hardware  Company,  21  and  23  Wash- 
ington street,  Ward  5. 

James  Rooriey,  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914. 

Unclaimed  Baggage. 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  to 
sell  unclaimed  baggage. 


CLERK  HIRE. 

Communication  was  received  from  W.  T.  A. 
Fitzgerald,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws,  cer- 
tifying that  persons  have  been  employed  in  his 
office  from  September  25  to  October  23,  1910,  and 
that  work  had  been  performed  to  the  amount  of 
$4,261.21. 

The  pay  roll  was  approved  and  ordered  paid. 


CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

The  City  Auditor  submil  ted  quarterly  stai 
of  money  expended  by  \\«-  Mayor  and  the  City 

Council  for  contingent,  expenses  (Document  102). 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE    VI  \M>U. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint 
lent  of   Fred  J.   Kneelaud  as  Superintendent  o 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Public  Buildings,  a  certified  copy  of  the  same 
having  been  filed  with  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission. 

Notice,  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  of  receipt  of  certificate  of  appoint- 
ment by  the  Mayor  of  Fred  J.  Kneeland  as  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings,  asking  for  informa- 
tion concerning  said  appointment. 

Placed  on  file. 


TEMPORARY  APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was.received  from  the  Mayor  designating 
Patrick  O'Hearn  to  act  as  Superintendent  of  Sup- 
plies pending  the  confirmation  of  a  permanent 
appointee  by  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION  OF  SUPERINTENDENT     OF 
SUPPLIES. 

Notice  was  received  by  the  City  Clerk  from  the 
Mayor  of  acceptance  of  resignation  of  D.  Frank 
Doherty,  Superintendent  of  Supplies,  October  24, 
1916. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
missioneis  of  approval  of  appointment  of  Robert  S. 
Peabody  as  Park  and  Recreation  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILROAD   POLICE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner of  appointment  of  Patrick  F.  Healy  and 
George  E.  Walsh  as  railroad  police  officers,  on 
petition  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  Company. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company  that  John  H. 
Keney  and  Leo  Sheehan  are  no  longer  employed 
by  said  railroad  as  police  officers. 

Placed  on  file. 

NOTICE   OF  HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  petition  of  Boston 
Development  and  Sanitary  Company  for  construc- 
tion of  private  railroad  tracks  in  East  Boston,  said 
hearing  to  be  held  on  November  1,  at  10.30  a.  m. 

Placed  on  file. 


EXTENSION  OF  TIME. 

A  copy  of  an  order  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  granting  extension  of 
time  to  West  End  Street  Railway  Company  on 
471st  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  LOCATION. 

A  copy  of  an  order  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners was  received  granting  the  Bay  State  Street 
Railway  Company,  successors  of  the  Old  Colony 
Street  Railway  Company,  location  on  Oakland 
street,  Dorchester,  13th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 
Company,  keeping  of  gasolene,  at  A  street,  corner 
of  Melcher  street. 

George  R.  White,  keeping  of  gasolene,  14 
Aberdeen  street. 

Armstrong  Transfer  Express  Company,  keeping 
of  gasolene,  271  Albany  street. 

Michael  H.  Curley,  keeping  of  gasolene,  4  Bow- 
doin  street,  Dorchester. 

Henshaw  Motor  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
915  Boylston  street. 

Edward  Timmons  Motor  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  45  Brighton  avenue. 


Albert  Geiger,  Jr.,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
590  and  592  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Joseph  P.  Collins,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
corner  Cliff  and  Washington  streets,  Roxbury. 

Joseph  P.  Collins,  keeping  of  gasolene,  414 
Jamaicaway,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Isaac  Cohen,  keeping  of  gasolene,  36  Dover  street 

Georgia  S.  Bumpus,  keeping  of  gasolene,  89. 
Hobart  street,  Brighton. 

Packard  Motor  Car  Company  of  Boston,  keep- 
ing and  sale  of  gasolene,  corner  Malvern  street 
and  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Welsbach  Street  Lighting  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  rear  354  Newbury  street.  • 

Crescenzo  DeSimone,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
62  Saratoga  street,  East  Boston. 

Mary  Ann  Carr,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
9  and  11  Walley  street,  East  Boston. 

Eugenie  H.  Simonds,  keeping  of  gasolene  at 
1765  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


PAYMENT   OF  CITY  EMPLOYEES   BY 
CHECK. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  October  26,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the 
City  Council  on  June  19,  1916,  referring  to  the 
Finance  Commission  for  consideration  and  report 
the  message  of  the  Mayor  to  the  City  Council, 
with  letter  dated  June  7,  1916,  from  the  City 
Treasurer  opposing  the  payment  by  check  of  cer- 
tain city  employees,  the  Finance  Commission  sub- 
mits the  following  report: 

This  report  is  supplementary  to  the  commis- 
sion's report  of  December  9,  1915,  outlining  the 
system  of  paying  city  employees  by  check  now  in 
use"  in  New  York  and  recommending  that  it  be 
tried  experimentally  in  Boston. 

The  Finance  Commission  has  conferred  with  the 
City  Treasurer  on  the  subject  in  question  and  on 
October  11,  1916,  received  from  him  a  letter  which 
qualifies  the  estimates  contained  in  his  previous 
letter  of  June  7,  referred  by  you  to  the  commission. 

This  later  lettei  in  itself  furnishes  a  very  good 
argument  foi  the  establishment  of  the  check  sys- 
tem for  the  payment  of  city  employees.  _  The  City 
Treasurer  states  therein  that  he  estimates  the 
expense  of  the  necessary  apparatus  to  be  used  for 
the  payment  by  check  of  city  employees  will  be 
$3,445,  including  $1,700  annually  for  checks. 
Deducting  the  $1,700,  the  annual  estimate  for 
check  leaves  $1,745  as  the  cost  of  the  necessary 
apparatus.  As  this  apparatus  would  last  for  a 
term  of  years  and  is  not  an  annually  recurring  ex- 
pense, $400  a  year  would  be  an  ample  estimate 
on  this  account.  The  City  Treasurer  in  this 
second  letter  has  reduced  his  estiniate  of  $9,000 
for  the  cost  of  checks  contained  in  his  letter  of 
June  7  to  $1,700.  This  item  of  $1,700  a  year  for 
checks,  the  Finance  Commission  believes,  might 
be  omitted  entirely,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that 
banks  and  trust  companies,  would  be  glad  to  fur- 
nish the  checks  necessary  in  return  for  the  city 
deposits. 

The  City  Treasurer  further  states  that  if  checks 
are  delivered  at  the  yards  or  buildings  in  packages 
the  service  of  five  paymasters,  as  such,  with  total 
salaries  of  $13,100  could  perhaps  be  dispensed 
with,  but  in  place  thereof  clerks  would  be  needed 
for  the  preparation  of  checks  and  probably  for 
their  distribution  and  the  identification  of  payees. 
The  transportation  item  of  about  $5,600  would  be 
retained  or  reduced  according  to  the  methods  of 
distribution  and  identification  finally  adopted. 

Using  the  figures  of  the  City  Treasurer,  modified 
as  above  outlined,  the  annual  saving  in  office  ex- 
penses of  applying  the  check  system  of  payment 
to  all  employees  would-be  approximately  accord- 
ing to  the  following  estimate: 

Wages  of  paymasters $13,100 

Transportation f.  •  •  •  •  5,600 

$18,700 
400 

$18,300 


Deduct  annual  expense  of  apparatus. 


The  City  Treasurer's  letter  omits  any  considera- 
tion of  the  greatest  source  of  saving,  which  will  be 
in  the  time  saved  to  the  employees  working  in  the 
field.     Compared  with  possible  savings  from  this 
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source,    a   discussion   of   office   expenses    and   the 
savings  resulting  therein  is  of  little  importance. 

The  Finance  Commission  believes  that  time  of 
employees  would  be  saved  in  practically  all  the 
departments  outside  City  Hall.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  saving,  however,  would  be  in  the 
Paving  Service  of  the  Public  Works  Department, 
the  Sewer  Service  of  the  Public  Works  Department, 
the  Park  and  Recreation  Department  and  the 
Cemetery  Department.  Statements  made  by  the 
foremen  in  charge  and  the  results  of  inquiries  made 
by  the  commission's  representatives  show  that 
in  the  Sewer  and  Paving  Services  one-half  day's 
time  each  week  of  the  greater  portion  of  men  and 
teams  is  lost.  Although  the  time  lost  in  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Department  and  the  Ceme- 
tery Department  is  less,  it  amounts  to  a  substantial 
amount.  A  detailed  estimate,  including  only 
such  employees  who  actually  leave  their  work  for 
a  considerable  time  to  receive  pay,  and  not  includ- 
ing such  employees  as  foremen,  who  do  not  actually 
perform  labor,  clerks,  inspectors,  janitors  and 
other  employees  whose  work  is  definite  in  amount 
and  can  be  made  up,  indicates  that  the  city  loses 
time  for  which  it  pays  approximately  $75,000  a  year 
on  account  of  pay  day  in  the  above  departments 
alone.  If  the  time  lost  by  foremen  and  similar 
employees  is  included,  it  amounts  to  approximately 
§100,000.  If  to  this  8100,000  is  added  the  amount 
which  can  be  saved  in  the  central  office,  it  makes 
a  total  of  $118,300  as  the  estimated  savings  from 
the  installation  of  the  check  system.  It  is  possible 
that  much  greater  savings  may  be  made. 

Checks  could  be  delivered  to  employees  during 
the  regular  working  hours  by  the  foremen,  thus 
saving  time  and  doing  away  with  the  necessity  for 
extra  clerks.  This  method  would  also  meet  an 
objection  of  the  City  Treasurer  and  accord  with 
chapter  249  of  the  Acts  of  1911,  as  the  employees 
would  be  paid  before  the  close  of  the  regular 
working  hours  and  not  on  their  own  time,  as  is 
done  in  New  York. 

In  view  of  the  success  which  has  resulted  from 
paying  certain  of  the  New  York  employees,  and 
that  of  the  United  States  Treasurer  in  the  payment 
of  pension  checks,  in  identifying  the  recipients  of 
the  checks,  a  method  of  identification  in  delivering 
the  checks  to  the  proper  parties  could  be  inaugu- 
rated with  a  small  expense.  If  a  system  of  paying 
by  check  a  portion  of  or  all  city  employees  is 
adopted,  the  change  will  be  gradual  and  employees 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  whose  services  are 
unnecessary,  can  be  utilized  to  fill  vacancies  in 
other  departments.  The  commission  believes  that 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  employ  additional  clerks 
for  this  new  work,  but  if  additional  clerks  are 
employed  the  compensation  paid  them  should  be 
deducted  from  the  estimated  savings  in  office 
expenses,  $18,300. 

The  Finance  Commission  in  its  former  com- 
munication of  December  9,  1915,  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  did  not  recommend  that  the  system  of 
paying  city  employees  by  check  be  adopted  at 
once  by  the  city  for  all  classes  of  employees.  It 
did  recommend  that  the  system  of  paying  monthly 
salaries  by  check  be  adopted  for  the  ensuing  fiscal 
year  and  thereafter  be  extended  to  other  classes 
of  employees  as  may  be  found  practicable. 

The  Finance  Commission  renews  that  recom- 
mendation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULES. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  submitted 
to  the  City  Council  schedules  of  cost  of  sidewalk 
construction  on  Bourne,  Walk  Hill  and  Dracut 
streets,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  schedules 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the  sums  set 
against  their  respective  names  as  their  proportional 
parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks  on  the 
streets  above  stated,  the  cost  of  the  same  being 
$1,042.09. 

The  order  was  passed. 


MINORS'  LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  twelve  newsboys — 
reoommending  that  licenses  be  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 


Reports  severally  accepted;    licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


REMODELING   OF  FIRE  HOUSES. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Fire  Commissioner  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the  City  Council 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  remodeling  and  modern- 
izing the  houses  of  Engine  No.  20  and  Ladder  No. 
27,  Walnut  street,  Neponset. 

Coun.  BALLANTi  NE— Mr.  President,  I  visited 
the  nouses  of  Engine  20  and  Ladder  27  yesterday, 
being  out  there  with  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  and  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners, 
looking  over  the  land  almost  adjoining  the  site^  of 
the  house  of  Engine  20.  I  have  never  been  inside 
that  house  before,  and  I  thought  I  would  like  to 
look  through  it  and  see  the  conditions  under  which 
the  men  lived  there.  I  found  the  house  in  very  bad 
condition  in  many  ways.  The  out  buildings  are 
in  bad  shape,  some  of  them  almost  toppling  over. 
The  engine  house,  built  of  brick,  is  falling  away 
from  the  main  building,  and  the  quarters  of  the 
men  I  found  to  be  anything  but  what  we  should 
have  for  men  performing  the  duties  that  the  firemen 
of  Boston  perform.  I  found  in  those  two  com- 
panies eighteen  men,  and  when  I  say  that  those 
eighteen  officers  and  men  have  but  one  old-fashioned 
bath  tub  to  use  for  bathing  after  they  come  home 
dirty  from  a  fire,  I  think  that  should  be  sufficient  to 
show  that  something  should  be  done.  Such  con- 
ditions ought  not  to  exist.  I  hope  any  member  of 
the  City  Council  who  can  spare  the  time  will  go 
out  there  and  look  for  himself  at  the  conditions  in 
the  houses  referred  to. 

The  order  was  passed. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  od  Pub- 
lic Lands,  submitted  a  report  on  message  of  Mayor, 
communication  and  order  (referred  October  17) 
relative  to  exchange  of  land  on  Walnut  street, 
Neponset,  with  land  of  the  Metropolitan  Park 
Commission — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  settle  the  claim  of  the  City 
of  Boston  against  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  about  fourteen  hundred  seventy-six 
(1,476)  square  feet  of  land  on  the  southerly  side  of 
Walnut  street  in  Neponset  Village  in  the  Dorchester 
district  of  Boston,  taken  by  the  Metropolitan  Park 
Commission  of  said  Commonwealth  by  a  taking 
dated  December  23,  1914,  and  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  3856,  page  241,  and  for  that 
purpose  that  he  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and 
instructed  to  execute,  acknowledge  and  deliver  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  the 
deed  and  release  of  damages  conveying  said  land 
and  releasing  the  claim  of  said  city  to  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  on  account  of  said 
taking,  a  copy  of  which  deed  is  filed  herewith. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE — Mr.  President,  in  reference 
to  this  order  I  will  simply  say  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lauds  went  out  there  yesterday  with 
Mr.  Rogers  of  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission 
and  saw  the  piece  of  land  that  the  city  is  to  ex- 
change for  land  of  the  Commonwealth.  In  my 
opinion  and  the  opinion  of  other  members  of  the 
committee,  the  city  is  getting  the  better  end  of  the 
bargain.  The  City  of  Boston  is  to  get  a  corner  lot 
along  the  new  boulevard  which  is  to  be  constructed 
which  will  run  through  Neponset  Village,  and  the 
Commonwealth  is  releasing  more  land  to  the  city 
than  the  city  is  releasing  to  the  Commonwealth. 
In  fact,  the  city  is  giving  about  1,476  square  feet 
and  receiving  from  the  state  about  3,500  square 
feet.  The  little  one-story  building  which  is  on 
the  city's  land  is  of  practically  no  value,  it  having 
been  used  many  years  ago  as  an  old  police  slat  ion. 
The  committee  recommends  that  the  order  for  the 
transfer  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  order  was  given  its 
first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  dual  reading  nut  K't-s  than 
fourteen  days  from  date. 


ANNUITY   FOR   MRS.    EARLE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That   an 

annuity  be  paid   to  the  widow  of  John  J.  Enrle, 
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formerly  a  member  of  the  Police  Department,  the 
amount  of  said  annuity  not  to  exceed  $300  per 
annum,  and  to  be  paid  as  long  as  Mary  Earle, 
widow  of  said  John  J.  Earle,  remains  unmarried, 
said  amount  to  be  paid  from  the  appropriation  for 
Pensions,  Police  Department,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  178,  Acts  of  1887. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ACCOMMODATIONS,   EAST   BOSTON 
COURT. 

Coun.  ATTPJDGE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Justice  of  the  East  Boston  District  Court  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform 
the  City  Council  what  additional  accommodations 
are  required  for  minors  and  witnesses  in  attendance 
at  said  court,  and  to  report  as  to  what  is  necessary 
to  be  done,  in  his  opinion,  to  obtain  such  accom- 
modations. 

Passed. 


NEW  BUILDINGS,   CONSUMPTIVES' 
HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  ATTPJDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  ($2,500)  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Consumptives'  Hospital  Trustees, 
for  plans  and  specifications  for  new  buildings,  Con- 
sumptives' Hospital  Department,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized  to  issue,  from  time- to 
time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  cer- 
tificates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


LAND   FOR   OUT-PATIENT   DEPARTMENT, 
CONSUMPTIVES'   HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  submit  a  loan 
order  to  the  City  Council  covering  the  amount 
necessary  for  land  for  Consumptives'  Hospital 
building,  Out-Patient  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


COMPREHENSIVE  STREET   WIDENING 
PLAN. 

Coun.  STORROW  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  for  the 
information  of  the  Council  and  the  citizens  of 
Boston  a  comprehensive  and  progressive  program 
of  street  widenings,  in  the  order  of  importance,  to 
be  accomplished  during  a  series  of  years  as  money 
may  become  available,  involving  the  expenditure 
of  $5,000,000  to  the  end  that  the  street  widening 
work  of  the  city  shall  proceed  according  to  a  care- 
fully thought  out  plan  which  shall  give  to  the  city 
the  utmost  benefit  from  money  to  be  expended. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  think 
that  order  speaks  for  itself.  I  should  say  within 
the  last  week  I  have  read  of  three  contemplated 
street  widenings.  One  is  the  widening  of  Boylston 
place  and  the  extension  of  that  place;  then  we 
have  seen  a  discussion  in  the  newspapers,  I  think 
originating  with  the  City  Planning  Board,  in  favor 
of  the  widening  of  the  congested  part  of  Washing- 
ton street;  and  there  has  also  been  under  discussion 
in  the  papers  in  a  few  days — I  do  not  remember 
who  is  back  of  it — the  widening  of  this  end  of 
Beacon  street.  I  fancy  all  the  members  of  the 
Council  will  agree  that  the  City  of  Boston  should 
as  the  result  of  a  careful  study  evolve  a  program 
for  street  widening.  If  we  leave  it  to  the  spur  of 
the  moment,  some  disinterested  citizens  may  per- 
fectly honestly  urge  vehemently  a  somewhat  local 
improvement,  doing  it  in  good  faith  but  without 
a  knowledge  or  appreciation  of  the  fact. that,  look- 
ing at  the  city  as  a  whole,  it  is  not  the  next  thing 
that  the  city  should  do.  .  So  that  order  asks  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to  present  to  this 
Council,  for  the  information  of  the  Council  and  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston,  a  progressive  program 
intended  to  extend  over  a  series  of  years  as  money 
becomes  available,  and  I  have  inserted  the  sum  of 
five  million  dollars.  It  might  be  some  other  sum, 
but  I  inserted  the  sum  of  $5,000,000  so  that  they 
might  tell  us  deliberately  and  carefully,  looking 
at  the  city  as  a  whole,  how  they  would  recommend 


that  the  next  $5,000,000  for  this  purpose  be  ex- 
pended, so  that  when  a  street  widening  project 
comes  before  us  we  may  have  all  ready  a  program 
and  at  least  compare  the  new  proposition  with 
this  carefully  thought  out  program. 
The  order  was  passed. 


UNCLAIMED   BAGGAGE. 

Coun.  McDONALD,  for  the  Committee  on 
Unclaimed  Baggage,  submitted  a  report  on  peti- 
tion of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  Company  (referred  today)  to  sell  certain 
articles  of  unclaimed  baggage — recommending 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  sell  at  public  auction,  after  publication  of 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  the  articles  of 
unclaimed  baggage  in  the  possession  of  said  com- 
pany in  the  City  of  Boston,  which  were  duly 
advertised  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  1916, 
such  sale  to  take  place  on  or  before  December  1, 
1916. 

Report  accepted:  order  passed. 


STREET  IMPROVEMENT  PROPOSITIONS. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  if  I  may- 
have  the  indulgence  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  a  moment,  last  winter  the  Council  was  hard  at 
work,  among  other  things,  upon  the  question  of 
improving  the  streets  of  Boston,, and  evolved,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Finance  Commission,  nine 
propositions,  every  one  of  which  bears  directly 
upon  the  improvement  of  our  streets  and  the 
violation  of  any  one  of  which  is  a  step  backward . 
Those  were  the  propositions  which  appear  on  page 
213  of  our  minutes.  It  seemed  to  me  at  the  time 
that  it  was  important  that  we  should  have  a 
permanent  record  of  those  nine  propositions,  lest 
some  of  them  be  violated.  Every  single  one  _  of 
them  has  been  violated,  to  the  injury  of  our  city 
and  the  department  of  our  streets,  in  the  past.  .  At 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  at  its  active  session, 
a  tenth  principle  was  evolved  leading  to  better 
streets  for  the  City  of  Boston,  and  I  am  anxious 
that  that  tenth  principle  should  be  added  to  our 
list  of  nine  and  be  made  a  matter  of  permanent 
record  in  our  proceedings  also.  One  suggestion, 
Mr.  President,  was  largely  yours,  I  think.  At  any 
rate,,  it  evolved  from  a  discussion  with  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  and  the  members  of  this 
Council  sitting  in  executive  session,  and  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  stating  it  as  principle  No.  10  to 
be  applied  in  securing  for  Boston  better  streets: 

"No.  10.  That  the  city  shall  withhold  a  certain 
per  cent,  to  be  definitely  stated  in  the  specification, 
to  insure  faithful  performance  of  the  contract, 
rather  than  to  leave  bidders  in  the  dark  as  to  what 
that  per  cent  shall  be." 

Members  of  the  Council  will  remember  that  in  that 
Strandway  specification,  as  it  was  at  first  adver- 
tised, it  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  whether  he  should  not  hold 
back  100  per  cent  of  the  money. due  the  contractor 
each  month,  something  unheard  of  in  my  experience , 
something  which  gives  to  the  commissioner  the 
power,  the  right  and  the  ability,  probably,  to  ruin 
any  ordinary  contractor,  because  all  contractors 
do  their  business  on  the  basis  of  a  limited  capital 
and  expect  month  by  month  as  the  work  goes  on 
that  they  will  receive  the  larger  part  of  the  money 
due  them.  The  city  need  only  hold  back  a  com- 
paratively small  percentage,  which  in  that  case, 
you  will  remember,  it  was  agreed  between  the 
commissioner  and  the  Council  should,  be  15  per 
cent,  and  I  understand  that  the  specification  as 
now  printed  leaves  no  discretion  with  the  com- 
missioner. So  a  bidder  on  that  specification  may 
know  exactly  what  he  is  confronted  with,  that 
15  per  cent  will  be  held  back  to  insure  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  contract,  and  the  power  to  ruin 
a  contractor  has  been  taken  from  the  hands  of  the 
commissioner.  I  presume,  Mr.  President,  that  it 
was  never  in  the  thought  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  that  he  would  desire  to  ruin  any 
honest  contractor.  But,  if  he  never  desired  and 
never  should  have  that  power,  it  is  best  that  it 
should  not  be  in  the  specification,  because  it  would 
certainly  have  the  effect  of  frightening  away  many 
men,  and  especially  men  who  were  strangers  to  the 
commissioner  and  perhaps  strangers  to  the  methods 
practised  in  the  performance  of  work  in  Boston. 
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If  I  may  take  another  moment,  I  will  add  that  I 
believe  I  have  discovered,  and  I  do  not  claim 
much  merit  for  it,  an  eleventh  principle  which  must 
be  observed  if  the  City  of  Boston  is  to  have  better 
streets,  or,  at  least,  it  is  a  principle  which  will  have 
a  tendency  to  get  better  results  for  the  money 
which  the  City  of  Boston  spends  from  year  to  year 
and  will,  therefore,  lead  to  better  streets.  I  take 
the  liberty  of  reading  it.  I  have  stated  it  somewhat 
roughly: 

"No.  11.  That  the  time  allowed  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  contract  shall  be  ample  to  permit 
the  economical  conduct  of  the  work  so  as  to  secure 
the  lowest  possible  bid  and  avoid  frightening  away 
bidders  who  may  feel  that  only  a  friendly  bidder 
can  secure  necessary  extensions  of  time  without 
loss  due  to  the  enforcement  of  the  time  penalty 
clause." 

This  possibility  came  to  my  knowledge  a  month 
or  two  ago  in  connection  with  one  of  our  city  con- 
tracts. A  certain  contractor  who  came  to  see  me 
said,  "It  is  perfectly  impossible,  and  everybody 
knows  it  is  impossible,  to  perform  this  contract 
within  the  time  limit  set  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  and  there  is  a  heavy  penalty 
clause.  Now,  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
is  a  gentleman  who  is  a  total  stranger  to  me.  I 
don't  know  how  his  mind  works.  It  might  work 
in  favor  of  reasonable  leniency  and  extending  the 
time  from  time  to  time  without  the  enforcement  of 
a  penalty  clause,  and  it  might  not.  I  have  come 
to  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  bidding  on  that  con- 
tract, but  I  have  read  that  clause  and  I  do  not  dare 
to  do  it,  and  I  am  going  away  without  doing  it." 

So  it  is,  obviously,  very  important  that  a  reason- 
able length  of  time  should  be  allowed,  for  that 
reason  and  for  another  reason,  that  undue  haste 
means  needless  expense.  Besides  frightening  away 
some  bidders,  it  also  has  the  effect  of  making  prices 
higher,  because  it  says,  "This  has  got  to  be  done 
in  a  hurry."  When  the  Council  goes  into  executive 
session,  if  time  permits,  I  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  members  to  a  case,  i.  e.,  the  Dorchester 
Strandway,  where  I  believe  the  specification  vio- 
lates principle  No.  11,  where  the  time  is  totally 
inadequate  to  invite  reasonable  competition  and 
probably  the  contract  cannot  physically  be  fulfilled 
by  anybody  in  the  United  States,  even  within  the 
time  limit  set  in  the  specification.  So  it  certainly 
will  frighten  away  some  people  and  will  either  make 
the  bidders  who  do  bid  bid  high  or  prevent  their 
bidding  at  all.  That  is  a  very  large  contract,  in- 
volving something  like  $800,000.  The  time  pro- 
vision may  raise  the  bid  §20,000  or  $25„000,  for  all  I 
know,  and  the  men  who  bid  must  rely,  as  I  feel  they 
should  not  be  compelled  to  rely,  if  they  use  the 
utmost  possible  expedition,  upon  an  extension  of 
the  time  by  the  commissioner  and  the  withholding 
of  the  penalty. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLLINS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
Coun.  ATTRIDGE  at  6.38  p.  m. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  President  pro  tern.,  called 
up  unfinished  business,  Nos.   1,  2  and  3,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  of  Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston,  viz.: 

1.  William  J.  Coughlan. 

2.  Louis  La  Court. 

3.  Joseph  V.  O'Donnell. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— -Coun.  McDonald  and  Coleman.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  0,  yeas  0,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, .-.  1 1 1 . 1 1 1 1 1  led    I  lie    follow  in". 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at  various 
locations — that  permits  lie  granted,  viz.: 

Tosi  Musio  Company,  263  Washington  street, 
Ward  5. 


S.  Simonds  Hardware  Company,  21  and  23 
Washington  street,  Ward  5. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  James  Rooney  (referred 
today)  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 765  of  the  Acts  of  1914 — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  James  Rooney,  employed  in 
the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(3)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  for  pay- 
ment of  annuity  to  the  widow  of  John  J.  Earle, 
formerly  member  of  the  Police  Department,  not 
to  exceed  $300  per  annum  as  long  as  she  remains 
unmarried — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for  transfer  of 
$7,913.63  for  tunnel  construction  and  rat-proof 
garbage  house,  City  Hospital — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  order  given  its 
first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  date. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tions and  order  (referred  today)  for  transfer  of 
$850  from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  Police  Court, 
Chelsea — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(6)  Report  on  order  (referred  August  28)  for 
transfer  of  $24,060  to  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for  transfer  from 
Reserve  Fund  of  sum  of  $5,952.07  to  Boston 
Infirmary  Department — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for  transfer  of 
$296.67  to  Municipal  Court,  Charlestown — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  7  nays  0. 

(9)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  various 
orders  (referred  today)  transferring  various 
department  items — that  the  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    orders  passed,  yeas  7,   nays  0. 


INFORMATION    CONCERNING  AWARD     OF 
CONTRACTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  for  President  Hagan  offered 
an  order — That  the  Finance  Commission  be  re- 
quested to  submit  to  the  City  Council,  as  soon  as 
possible,  its  opinion  upon  the  granting  and  approval 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  contracts  without 
advertising,  at  the  request  of  department  heads, 
as  for  instance  as  published  in  the  Boston  City 
Record  of  October  14,  21  and  28,  for  the  Hospital, 
Supply  and  Fire  Departments  with  whatever 
recommendations  inay  be  suggested  by  the  Finance 
Commission  to  the  City  Council. 

Passed. 


SIDEWALK,   ROCKWELL   STREET. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order — That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  both  sides  of  Rockwell  street,  between 
Washington  street  and  Milton  avenue,  Ward  21, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet,  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite  edgestone 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  209,  Special  Acts 
of  I '.1 16, 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


GENERAL  RECONIS]  I  )ERATION. 

Coun.  McDONAliD  moved  a  general  reconsid- 
eration on  till  business  transacted  ;it  the  meeting, 
hoping  tleit  Hie  same  would  not  prevail,    Lost. 


Adjourned  nt  6.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KENNY,  to  meet  on  Wednosday,  Novcmbor  S, 
at  2  p  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Wednesday,  November  8,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members 
present. 

APPOINTMENTS   BY  THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  S,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  appoint  Henry  J.  Rogan,  9 
Brookford  street,  Roxbury,  to  the  position  of 
Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1917. 

Respectfully, 
Jambs  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  8,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  appoint  John  H.  French,  135 
School  street,  Roxbury,  to  the  position  of  Con- 
stable of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1917. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curi,ey,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


COST     OF     REMODELING     FIRE     HOUSE, 
CHARLESTOWN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
,        Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  8,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion ..,  received  from  the  Fire  Commissioner,  in 
reply  to  the  order  passed  by  your  honorable  body 
under  date  of  October  17,  1916,  containing  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  remodeling  the  fire  house 
on  Winthrop  street,  Charlestown,  and  installing 
therein  an  automobile  engine  and  an  automobile 
hose  wagon. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  November  3,  1916. 
•  Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  an  order  of  the 
City  Council,  dieted  October  17,  1916,  I  have  made 
an  investigation  into  the  cost  of  remodeling  the 
fire  house  in  Winthrop  street,  Charlestown,  now 
occupied  by  Chemical  3,  with  a  view  to  installing 
an  automobile  engine  and  an  automobile  hose 
wagon. 

The  estimated  cost  to  remodel  this  house,  sub- 
mitted bv  Mr.  Joseph  McGinniss,  aichitect,  is 
823,500.  To  this  should  be  added  $10,000  for  a 
1,000-gallon  pumping  engine  and  $5,150  for  an 
automobile  hose  wagon,  making  a  total  of  $38,650. 

In  making  up  this  estimate  consideration  has 
been  given  to  the  establishment  of  a  coal  depot  at 
this  house.  With  such  a  depot  in  seivice  the  pres- 
ent coal  station  in  Main  street,  Charlestown,  could 
be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  turned  into 
the  city  treasury.  The  coal  station  in  Main  street 
was  assessed  this  year  for  $6,500. 

In  connection  with  this  matter  I  would  say  that 
the  remodeling  of  this  house  and  the  installation 
of  a  pumping  engine  has  been  agitated  and  recom- 
mended for  many  years  by  former  Hi c  commis- 
sioners and  chiefs  of  department.  The  installa- 
tion of  an  engine  and  hose  wagon  would  give  better 
protection  to  the  large  shipping  interests,  railroads, 
and  the  congested  wooden  district,  in  Charlestown. 


In  case  of  a  second-alarm  fire  the  automobile 
apparatus  could  reach  the  business  section  of 
Boston  in  a  very  short  time,  and  thereby  relieve 
Engine  27,  horse-drawn,  from  coming  to  the  city 
proper  as  it  does  now.  The  increased  protection 
which  would  result  and  the  many  advantages  to 
be  gained  by  the  adoption  of  this  recommendation 
warrants  the  expenditure  of  this  money,  and  I 
earnestly  urge  that  the  City  Council  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $38,650  in  order  that  this  change  may 
be  made,  and  give  to  the  hazardous  Charlestown 
district  added  fire  protection. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 
John  Grady, 

Fire  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


ESTIMATES    FOR    REQUIREMENTS,   LONG 
ISLAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  8,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I   am  in  receipt  of  the   appended 
estimates  of  requirements  for  fire  protection  and 
heating  improvement  at  Long  Island,  and  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order.. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
(Annexed  were  estimates  referred  to.) 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $108,000  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Infirmary 
Trustees  for  fire  protection  and  various  other 
improvements  at  Long  Island,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said-  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


COTTAGE  BUILDING,  CONSUMPTIVES' 

HOSPITAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  8,  1910. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed  com- 
munication from  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Con- 
sumptives' Hospital,  requesting  an  appropriation 
of  $5,000  for  the  construction  of  a  new  cottage 
building  to  contain  fourteen  beds  for  women,  and 
respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  ac- 
companying order  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Consumptives'  Hospital, 
October  17,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir,— An  appropriation  of  $125,000  was 
made  December,  1914,  to  this  department  for  new 
buildings.  With  this  money  all  the  buildings  con- 
templated and  more  have  been  built.  Plans  were 
drawn  last  spring  for  a  small  cottage  building  which, 
it  was  estimated,  could  be  built  with  the  balance 
of  this  fund.  It  was  found  that  the  estimates  made 
by  builders  on  the  plans  and  specifications  were  in 
excess  of  the  balance.  The  trustees  feel  that  this 
new  building  (a  cottage  or  open  ward  to  contain 
fourteen  beds  for-  women)  is  much  needed  by  the 
hospital. 

The  trustees  respectfully  request  arr  additional 
appropriation  of  $5,000  for  this  purpose. 
Yours  truly, 
James  I.  Minot,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Trustees  ol 
the  Boston  Consumptives'  Hospital  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  cottage  building  at  Mattapan,  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request     of     the     Mayor,     bonds    or    certificate     of 

indebtedness  of  the  city  ("  said  amount. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


VARIOUS    MUNICIPAL   TRANSFERS. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  8,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  orders  for 
transfer  from  various  items  in  the  segregated 
budget  to  other  items,  in  conformity  with  requests 
of  depaitment  heads,  and  recommend  the  approval 
of  the  same  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Municipal  Court,  City  op  Boston. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-33,  Inter- 
preters, $400. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Services 
of  Veniies,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-39, 
General  Plant,  $50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  heieby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Children's  Institutions  Department. 
Suffolk  School  for  Boys. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-41,  Horse- 
shoeing, $7. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-8,  Educational  and 
Recreational,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-9,  Educa- 
tional and  Recreational,  $58.07. 

From  the  appiopriation  for  C-14,  Live  Stock,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and  Animal, 
$100. 

From  the  appropriation  from  F-13,  Industries,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and  Animal,  $240. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-13,  Industries,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry,  Cleaning, 
Toilet,  $150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-13,  Industries,  to 
the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  $200. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

County  of  Suffolk,  Associate  Medical 
Examiner,  Northern  District. 
From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  to  the 
appropiiation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Venires,  etc.,  $25. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Library  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Pent,  Water, 
Taxes,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  S86;  B-2,  Postage,  $111;  B-ll,  Insurance, 
$16.65;  B-13,  Communication,  $45;  B-35,  Fees, 
Services,  Venires,  etc.,  $16.1  0;  C-17,  General  Plant , 
$62;   D-l,  Office,  $144;   E-10,  Electrical,  $19.25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-8,  Light  and 
Power,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General 
Plant,  $347;   E-10,  Electrical,  $153. 

From  the  appropiiation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  to  the 
appropriation  for  E-13,  General  Plant,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry, 
Cleaning,  Toilet,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-13, 
General  Plant,  $100;   B-39,  General  Plant,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General 
Plant,  $1,900. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


INCREASE   FOR   DEER   ISLAND   PEN- 
SIONERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  8,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  petition 
which  I  inclose  herewith  of  Joseph  A.  Wiggin  and 
Llewellyn  Lincoln,  veterans  of  the  Civil  War,  each 
of  whom  is  over  seventy  years  of  age  and  unable  to 


perform  any  labor,  who  were  retired  in  1912  at 
one  half  the  compensation  then  received,  exclusive 
of  board. 

It  is  the  contention  of  these  men  that  they  can- 
not exist  on  the  amount  received  and  that  in  com- 
puting the  one-half  salary,  board  and  other  inci- 
dentals should  have  been  included,  which,  if  done, 
would  have  resulted  in  theii  receiving  the  amount 
set  forth  in  chapter  148  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916, 
namely,  $510  per  annum.  I  accordingly  recom- 
mend the  acceptance  of  this  act  by  your  honorable 
body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Melrose,  Mass.,  January  27,  1915. 
His  Honor,  Mayor  of  Boston,  Mass.: 

We,  the  undersigned,  veterans  of  the  Civil  War, 
who  were  retired  during  the  year  1912  from  active 
service  at  the  House  of  Correction,  Deer  Island, 
Mass.,  under  the  Acts  of  1910,  1911,  1912,  chapter 
459  of  1910,  with  promise  of  one  half  compensa- 
tion, are  not  getting  it,  but  are  receiving  one  half 
of  the  salary  we  were  getting  when  we  were  retired. 
When  we  were  engaged  by  Mr.  James  R.  Gerrish, 
"then  the  Superintendent  at  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion," and  he  will  certify  to  the  fact,  he  offered  us 
a  salary,  and  in  addition  stated  that,  as  an  induce- 
ment we  would  be  furnished  as  compensation 
our  rooms,  board,  medical  attendance,  laundry, 
clothing,  and  shoes  repaired,  which  he  estimated  at 
($1.00)  one  dollar  a  day  per  man. 

We  respectfully  petition  that  we  be  paid   one 
half  the  compensation  as  computed. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Joseph  A.  Wiggin, 

24  Beverly  street.  Melrose,  Mass. 
Llewellyn  Lincoln, 

3  Gerry  street,  Stoneham,  Mass. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Walter  J.  Berry,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  automobile  by  an  auto  street  sprinkler. 

John  J.  Collins,  for  compensation  for  damages 
by  the  bursting  of  a  hose  on  city  watering  cart 
and  hydrant. 

Arthur  H.  Driver,  for  a  hearing  on  claim  on 
account  of  injuries  received  at  161  Allston  street, 
Brighton. 

Katie  Hayes,  for  compensation  for  damages  by 
blasting  at  572  Centre  street. 

John  H.  Hession,  to  be  paid  for  a  garbage  can 
broken  by  city  employees. 

Patrick  H.  McCormick,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  by  a  rope  stretched  across 
Cambridge  street,  Charlestown. 

James  A.  Patsiades,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages by  surface  water  at  96  Dartmouth  street. 

Mary  L.  Rath,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
297  Hyde  Park  avenue,  by  obstruction  of  the  main 
sewer. 

Mrs.  Charles  Schneider,  for  compensation  for 
the  death  of  her  husband,  who  died  from  injuries 
received  while  assisting  firemen. 

Barnard  Shore,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  a  defect  in  highway  at  977A  Tremont 
street,  Boston. 

Ernest  Fitzgerald,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Executive. 
Petitions    for    retirement    under    provisions    of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 

John  Kennedy,  John  P.  Bogan,  Thomas  F. 
Ford. 

Public  Lands. 

Raymond  P.  Delano,  agent  to  sell  land  on 
Columbia  road  for  municipal  purposes. 


NOTICE  OF  RESIGNATION. 

Notice  was  received  by  the  City  Clerk  from  the 
Mayor  of  resignation  of  Richard  A.  Lynch,  as 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOVEMBER    8,    1916. 
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TEMPORARY  APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  by  the  City  Clerk  from  the 
Mayor  of  appointment  of  Joseph  P.  Lomasney  to 
act  as  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  pending 
the  confirmation  of  a  permanent  employee. 


APPOINTMENT  BY  THE   MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
appointment  of  James  V.  Donnaruma  as  Infirmary 
Trustee,  a  certified  copy  of  same  having  been  sent 
to  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission asking  information  relative  to  James  V. 
Donnaruma. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearing  on  November  15,  at  10.30 
a.  m.,  on  petition  of  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  for  taking  of  land  in  South 
Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE  OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

T.  Jefferson  Coolidge,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
94  Back  st. 

William  L.  Turner,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
667  Bennington  street,  East  Boston. 

Capitol  Oil  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
petroleum  products,  including  naphtha  and  kero- 
sene, 60  Cambridge  street,  Brighton. 

Elihu  L.  Sawyer,  keeping  of  gasolene,  6  Conway 
street,  Roslindale. 

Charles  R.  Currier,  keeping  of  gasolene,  49  Eliot 
street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Carl  Stohn,  keeping  of  gasolene,  260  Metro- 
politan avenue,  Roslindale. 

F.  H.  Thorp,  keeping  of  gasolene,  200  Mt.  Vernon 
street,  West  Roxbury. 

Lizzie  L.  Wiggin,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
41  Stanhope  street. 

Amy  B.  Goodwin,  keeping  of  gasolene,  196  Strat- 
ford street,  West  Roxbury. 

Washington  Street  Garage,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  1732  Washington  street  and  9  East 
Springfield  street. 

Eugene  H.  Simmons,  keeping  of  gasolene,  1765 
Commonwealth  avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


ONE   DAY    IN   THREE   FOR    FIREMEN. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  February  28) 
relative  to  hours  of  labor  for  firemen — that  the 
ordinance  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  consideration 
of  the  ordinance  before  us  regulating  the  hours  of 
labor  of  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  upon 
which  hearings  have  been  held  bj  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  it  seems  to  me  may  properly  be 
divided  into  two  parts.  The  first  question  that 
confronts  the  City  Council  is,  what  are  our  legal 
rights  in  the  matter?  The  second  question  per- 
tains to  the  merits  of  the  proposition  of  one  day 
off  in  three  for  members  of  the  Boston  Fire  Depart- 
ment. In  discussing  the  first  proposition,  the  legal 
one,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  proper  at  this  time  to 
suggest  that  under  the  charter  of  1885  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  regulation  of  the  hours  of  labor  of 
members  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department  is  an 
executive  duty.  We  have  had  here  during  the 
hearings,  and  particularly  in  a  communication 
sent  to  this  Council  from  the  Finance  Commission, 
a  statement  to  the  effect  that  the  Corporation 
Counsel  baok  in  1901  set  forth  what  he  considered 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  executive  pertaining  to  the 
hours  of  labor  of  firemen.  It  may  be  noted  on 
page  6  of  the  Finance  Commission's  report  to  the 
Council.  The  Corporation  Counsel  said  then  that 
he  was  of  the  opinion  that  cloarly  tho  hours  and 


what  hours  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department 
worked  was  a  matter  of  executive  responsibility 
and  ought  to  be  exclusively  exercised  by  the  Fire 
Commissioner  under  the  general  supervision  and 
control  of  the  Mayor.  In  1904,  however,  a  gen- 
eral statute  was  passed,  which  statute  provided, 
in  few  words,  that  any  city  or  town  in  the  Com- 
monwealth may  pass  such  iules  and  regulations 
as  it  sees  fit  pertaining  to  the  days  off  for  members 
of  the  Fiie  Department.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  read 
specifically,  Mr.  President,  at  this  time  the  words 
of  that  statute,  which  is  chapter  315  of  the  Acts  of 
1914:  "Section  1.  Any  city  may,  by  ordinance 
passed  by  its  city  council  and  approved  by  its  mayor, 
and  any  town  may,  by  by-law,  establish  the  hours  of 
labor  of  the  members  of  its  fire  department. "  It 
is  a  general  rule  of  law  borne  out  by  specific  cases 
in  this  Commonwealth,  to  wit,  Copeland  vs. 
Springfield,  166  Mass.  498,  that  a  later  general 
act  does  not  abrogate  an  earlier  special  act  by 
mere  implication  and  that  there  is  necessary 
particularly  strong  language  to  bring  about  such 
a  repeal.  A  general  act  without  express  words 
of  repeal  will  not  repeal  a  prior  local  or  special 
act  on  the  same  subject.  The  Act  of  1904  is 
distinctly  permissive,  as  it  begins  with  the  words 
"Any  city  may,"  while  the  Charter  Act  of  1885 
specifically  forbids  the  Boston  City  Council  to  inter- 
fere in  the  administrative  business  of  the  city.  It  is 
then,  therefore,  in  my  mind  at  least  an  open  ques- 
tion Whether  the  Act  of  1904  repealed  the  prohibi- 
tion in  the  Charter  Act  of  1885.  The  charter  pro- 
vision forbidding  interference  with  the  executive 
work  was  enacted  into  law  bv  the  Legislature  of 
1909  in  section  8  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  that 
year.  This  chapter  was  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Metropolitan  Affairs  on  May  20  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor  on  June  11.  Id  the  same 
session  the  law  giving  any  city  permissive  authority 
to  regulate  the  hours  of  labor  of  the  members  of  its 
Fire  Department  was  incorporated  in  an  act,  "To 
codify  the  laws  relating  to  labor,"  w.hich  was 
approved  by  the  Governor  on  June  18,  1909,  as 
chapter  514  of  the  Acts  of  that  year.  Chapter  514 
of  the  Acts  of  1909  was  to  take  effect  on  October  1, 
1909,  while  chapter  486,  embod.ving  the  charter 
amendments  of  1909,  did  not  take  effect  until  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1910.  If  the  question  whether  the  special 
Charter  Act  repealed  the  General  Act  is  to  be 
decided  by  the  date  of  its  passage  it  seems  fairly 
well  established  that  for  the  purposes  of  con- 
struction, the  time  in  which  an  act  is  to  go  into 
effect  is  to  be  taken  into  consideration  rather 
than  the  exact  date  upon  which  it  passes  a  legis- 
lative body,  with  the  result  that  from  this  point 
of  view  the  act  amending  the  Boston  Charter  is 
a  later  act  than  the  codification  of  the  labor  laws. 
Furthermore,  in  section  8  of  chapter  486,  Acts 
of  1909,  we  find  the  words,  "except  as  otherwise 
provided  in  this  Act".  This  would  seem  to  be 
evidence  that  the  Legislature  considered  the 
possibility  of  exceptions  to  the  charter  provision 
forbidding  the  City  Council  to  interfere  in  the 
conduct  of  the  executive  and  administrative 
business  of  the  city,  and  after  due  consideration 
decided  that  there  should  be  no  exceptions  which 
were  not  provided  in  this  specific  acti  to  wit, 
chapter  486.  This  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that 
the  words,  "except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this 
Act,"  were  not  contained  in  the  original  recom- 
mendations of  the  Finance  Commission  but  are 
found  in  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Metropolitan  Affairs.  There  is  a  possibility 
that  this  insertion  may  have  been  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  general  labor  law  had,  on  April  29, 
been'  reported  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
while  the  charter  was  not  reported  until  May  20. 
Furthermore,  when  the  same  legislative  body 
in  the  same  legislative  session  passed  two  acts, 
it  was  a  rule  of  law  that,  if  possible,  effect  should 
be  given  to  both,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by 
admitting  that  the  General  Act  does  not  apply 
to  the  City  of  Boston  and  therefore  is  no  repeal 
of  the  special  charter  legislation.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  Boston  is  the  laigest  city  in 
the  Commonwealth  and  it  is  no  unusual  practice 
for  tho  Legislature  to  pass  acts  which  apply  in 
the  rest  of  the  Commonwealth  but  not  irr  Boston. 
It  seems  to  me  thai  the  charter  amendments  of 
1909  are  this  kind  of  special  Legislation  and  thai, 
a  further  study  of  all  the  cases  in  the  Common- 
wealth and  of  the  briefs  submitted  by  both 
parties  press  one  to  the  conclusion  that,  the 
Council  has  no  legal  authority  to  regulate  the  hours 
of  labor  of  members  of  the  Fire  Department.  So 
much,  Mr.  President,  for  the  rcsum6  of  these 
statutes.     It  may  be  rather  trite,  but  I  think  what 
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I  have  said  has  been  to  the  point.    We  now  come  to 
the  next  and  the  important  consideration  in  this 
case— namely,  whether  or  not  by   the  passing  ot 
this  ordinance,  entirely  aside  from  the  legal  propo- 
sition,   any    additional    expense    will    have    to    pe 
borne  bv  "the  citizens  at  large  in  order  to  make 
effective' the  change?     There  has  been  a  wealth  of 
testimony  on  this  proposition,  for  and  against.     1 
one  reads  all  of  it  carefully,  it  seems  to  me  he  is  led 
to  this   conclusion.     The  responsible  head  of  the 
Fire    Department    is    Fire    Commissioner    Grady. 
Fire    Commissioner    Grady    was    asked    by    this 
Council  to  look  into  this  matter  and  make  areport. 
The  commissioner  did  so,   and  what  did  he  say? 
He  said    that  today  the  fire-fighting  force  of  the 
City  of  Boston  comprises  965  men.     This  report 
was  made  in  March  of  this  year.    He  said  that  one 
fifth,    or   193   men,    are   off   duty   da. y  under  the 
present  one  day  off  in  five  system;  that  under  a 
one  dav   off  in  three  322  men  would  be  off  duty 
every  day,   or   129   more  men  than  are   off   duty 
under  the  present  arrangement;  .that,  in  order  to 
counteract  this  difference  and  maintain  the  depart- 
ment at  its  present  standard  of  efficiency    no  less 
then  192  more  men  would  be  necessary,    that  one 
dav  off  in  three  could  not  be  granted  the  men  of 
the  department  under  the  present  conditions  with- 
out materially  affecting  the  efficiency  of  the  depart- 
ment.    Mr.  President,  that  statement  of  the  situa- 
tion strikes  me  as  very  important,  coming  from  .a 
man  who  has  worked  his  way  up  to  the  Position 
of  Fire  Commissioner  from  a  humble  memberm 
the  ranks.     No  one  can  say  that  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner is  not  in  sympathy  with  the     tmen;M 
one  would  say  that  he  would  not  do  all  be  could 
reasonably  to  allieviate  their  condition  and   pro- 
mote their  welfare.   .  He  has  concluded  that  this 
change  would  necessitate,  the  addition  of  192  men 
to  the  Fire  Department  in  order  to  maintain  the 
efficiency  of  the  department  at  its  present  standard 
and   that  it   would   cost,   reading   again  from   his 
report  to  us,  $155,520  the  first  year;   that  when  the 
maximum  had  been  reached   at  the  end  of  five  and 
one-half  years,  the  cost  would  amount  to  $268,000, 
Commissioner  Grady  further  points  out  that  ,txs 
nossible  that  other  expenses  incident  to  the  plan 
nnght  arise  after  the  system  was  put  into  operation 
Mr  President,  we  all  realize  the  difficulties  we  had 
This  year  in  providing  adequate  sums  of  money  for 
he  respective  departments    sufficient  money  for 
many  needs  of  the  city,  and. I  am  soiry  to  say  .that 
£  many  cases  the  amounts  given  were  not  sufficient. 
In  other  words,  we  did  not  have  enough  money 
for  those  purposes.     In  view   of  the    act  that  at 
nresent  our  reserve  fund  is  only  $29,000,  in  view 
of  the  further  fact  that  during  this  year  we  have 
not  had  sufficient  money  .to.  meet  any  such  addi- 
tional  expense   as   Commissioner   Giady   suggests 
would  bTrequired,  I  say   frankly,  how  can  we  pass 
this  ordinance  and  put  this  expense  onto  the  city. 
W Shout    sufficient    money    for    the    purpose    we 
would  not  be  doing  justice  to  the  members  of  the 
Boston  Fire   Department— whom.no  one  respects 
and  admires  more  than  I-by  taking  the  proposed 
action    because,  if  we  cannot  supply  the  nmw 
money  to  keep  the  department  at  proper  efficiency  , 
we    will   in   the    words   of    Commissioner   Grady 
have  a  department  that  will  not  be  as  efficients   t 
is  today.     Therefore,  as  I  say  frankly,  bearin„  in 
mind  the  statement  made  to  us  by  Comm.ss.one 
Gradv,   and   waiving  the  lega I  technicality,   I  m 
convinced,  on  all  the  evidence,  that  this  plan  cannot 
be  put  into  operation,  still  maintaining  the  effi- 
ciency o    the  department,  and  acting  in  ta     ..ess.  to 
the  men  themsefves,  without  materially  in;  Rasing 
the    expenditure    of    the    department.      Ice    Pest 
expert  on  whom  we  may  rely  is  the  man  I  have 
mentioned,  Fire  Commissioner  Grady t>.e  respon- 
sible head  of  the  Fire  Department,   and  what  he 
has  had  to  sav  to  us  has  much  weight  with  me 
in  the  action  I  am  taking.     It  seems  to  me,   Mr 
President  in  view  of  all  these  facts,  that  this  is  not 
ST time   to    act   favorably   upon    this   proposed 
ordinance^  Mr    presidenti  my  first  and, 

on  the  whole,  mv  most  firm  and  abiding  conviction 
on  this  subject  is  that  it  it  not  properly  be  ore  the 
City  Council.  We  have  an  ordinance  p.escntel 
not  by  the  Mayor,— who  has  also  the right ,  to 
present  ordinances  and  who  is  interested  m  this 
matter-but  by  one  of  »"nm  ?*  ^fjo  ' 
whole  responsibility  (except  for  the  May  o is 
signature,  which  is,  of  course,  required)  is  laid  upon 
th?C  y  Council.  Our  jurisdiction  is  questionable 
to  say  trie  least,  and  affirmative  action  would  likely 
De  Xllenged'by  an  appeal  to  the .courts.  I 
incline  strongly  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 


Finance    Commission    and    Attorney    George    R. 
Nutter   that    after   our   full   consideration   of   this 
measure   through    hearings,    petitions   ^resolu- 
tions   of    public    bodies    and    communications    ot 
every  sort,  an  appeal  would  result  in  vacating  and 
setting  aside  our  action-    The  court,  in  my  judg- 
ment,   would   decide  that   we    had    exercsed    an 
administrative    function,    thereby    trespassing    on 
the    field    reserved    by    the    statutes    to    "other 
branch  of  the  city  government.     Apart  from  the 
merits  of  this  particular  question,  it  has  been  my 
policy   (I  believe  my  fellow  members    even  those 
who   have  differed  with  me  most,  will  credit  me 
with  consistency  in    this      to  observe  closely  the 
separation    or    distribution    of    functions    required 
by  the  city  charter.     I  do  not  mean,  however   to 
dodge  behind  a  legal  technicality  or  to  refuse  to 
give  my  vote  on  the  proposed  ordinance  and  my 
reasons  for  it.     The  firemen  have  come  before  us 
and  asked  us  to  reduce  their  hours  of work. .They 
are  naturally   enthusiastic   about  the  matter  and 
s  ncere  v  convinced  that  what  they  ask  is  simple 
justice.     They  are  supported  by  a  petition  wfeeh 
from  the  number  of  itssigne.s  and  the  ^character 
of  many  of  them,  must  command  respect.      J.  hey 
"the   warm   approval   of   the   Centra     Labor 
Union,   the   representative   organisation   ot   wage 
earners.     Back  of  all  this,  as  a.  land  of  atmosphere 
fn  which  the  whole  question  >*  enveloped,  is  the 
good  will,   the    pride    the   confidence,   which   the 
citizens  of  Boston,  and  ourselves  among  them   feel 
for    this    devoted    body    of    public    servants.  .It 
would  be  an  easy  and,  perhaps    a  popular .solution 
for  each  of  us  to  give  way  to  the  current ,  to  run 
with  the  crowd,  and  lose  our  personal  responsibility 
in  the  general  drift.     But  this  is  not.  as ;  I under 
stand  it,    what  we  are  elected  for.     liyen.it  a  lull 
referendum  of  the  citizens  had  been  taken  and  my 
single  vote  were  needed  to  decide  the  fate  ot  some 
measure,  my  conception  of  my  duty -as .a .member 
of  this  body   would  constrain  me  to  express  rny 
own  judgment  instead  of  merely   confirming .that 
of  the  majority.     This  is,  of   course,  an  imaginary 
case      There    has   been    no    referendum.     We    alt 
know  that  a  signature  to  a  petition  is  not  always 
riven  seriously    and,  while  there  are  public  bodies 
relordfd  in  favor  of  the  ordinance,  there  are  other 
public  bodies,  no  less  entitled  to  respect   opposed 
to  it      In  the  end   we   are   thrown   back   on   oui 
nd  vidual  judgments  and  will  be  -peeted  to  gve 
the  reasons  which  led  us  to  form  them.     In  doing 
so  I  shall  try  to  bring  all  I  t»Ve»W.^ 
subject  under  a  few  simple  heads.     I  shall  consider. 
1      The  actual  situation  in  the  fire  houses. 
2.     The  safety  of.  the  public. 
1      The  burden  of  cost,  and 

I     Some  general  consequences  if  the  ordinance 
were  passed      aego{  ^  fi  p£3«J» 

Boston  are  so  many  that  to  the  <?f  ^bpc  f^ 
salesman,  laborer  or  mechanic,  to  the  members  or 
the  Protective  Department  doing  sin ular  w or k  tor 
private  employers,  to  many  pusrne ss  and  proles 
sional  men,  to  firemen  in  nearly  all  the  other  cities 
of  the  country,  they  must  seem  particularly 
fortunate  Th/full  pay  of  the  regular  »  , 
$1,400  a  year,  but  an  unusuaUy.large^  percentage 
of  the  force— nearly  a  quarter,  I  believe  are 
chiefs  capons,  lieutenants  and  engineers  receiv- 
ing substantially  more.   .  The  prospects    ther     tor 

tionatelv  greater.  Retirement  on  halt  pay  is  also 
aU6wedinSsome  cases  after  fifteen  years,  of  service 
ad  in  cases  of  serious  in  ury  the  pension  is  two 
thhVs  of  the  regular  pay,  The  lowest  pension, 
then,  is  $700  a  year.  Tins  is  equiva lent  to  the 
income  of  $20,000.  invested  at  3i  per  cent,  in 
other  words,  the  city  agrees  to  set  as >«  for  each 
fireman  who  has  reached  the  age  ot  hlty-nve,  ai , 
leasTmOOO  (and  usually  more)  ; and  o  pay  h  m 
the  interest  on  that  sum  as  long  as  he  lives ■  l'11] 
is  a  reassuring  prospect  for  any  man  ■£ the  end 
of  his  working  clays,  One  reason  fo sue  hi  i  al 
treatment  as  I  take  it,  is  principally  the  long  hours 
of  service  which  the  firemen  are  required  to  give 
No  one  contends  that  their  s^ll  is  greater  than 
that  displayed  in  other  occupations  in  which  the. 
vearlv  earnings  average  a  good  deal  less,  or 
KVe  periods  actually  spent  in  preventing 
and  extinguishing  fires  constitute  more  than  a 
small  fraction  of  a  day's  work  U^the  h°™ 
run  a  day  is  the  average) ;    or  even  that  the  haz 
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ards  of  the  occupation  are  not  paralleled  in 
other  lines  of  employment,  among  the  railway 
trainmen,  for  example,  or  among  structural  iron 
workers,  roofers,  miners,  soldiers,  sailors,  fisher- 
men and  life-savers.  The  fireman  is  paid,  of  course, 
for  all  these  things,  though  I  confess  I  do  not  know 
how  their  bravery  can  be  measured  and  paid  for. 
That  is  something  quite  outside  of  the  multiplica- 
tion table.  No  true  fireman  would  feel  like  pre- 
senting a  bill  for  saving  human  life.  The  best 
reward  for  that  is  the  well-deserved  trust  •  and 
admiration  of  his  fellow-men.  But  the  peculiar 
and  distinguishing  element  in  the  fireman's  service 
is  time.  He  must  be  always  there,  close  at  hand, 
near  his  apparatus,  the  living  mainspring  of  the 
machine.  At  the  fire  itself,  he  is  a  drilled  and. 
trained  workman;  between  times  he  is  a  sort  of 
watchman  or  sentinel.  It  is  for  these  long  terms  of 
sentry  duty,  as  well  as  for  his  skill  and  discipline 
when  the  emergency  arises,  that  he  receives  his 
generous  compensation.  He  is  paid,  then,  in  some 
measure  for  his  unoccupied  time.  But  this,  not 
his  pay,  is  the  very  thing  he  wants  reduced.  No 
one  wishes  to  reduce  his  pay,  but  the  fireman  would 
thus  be  giving  less  of  the  particular  service  for 
which  he  is  paid.  The  plea  is  made  on  the  score  of 
the  interruption  of  home  relations,  especially  in  the 
case  of  married  men.  It  is  our  duty  to  examine 
this  plea,  put  forward  so  earnestly  by  intelligent 
workers,  who  ought  to  understand  the  circum- 
stances of  their  own  lives  better  than  any  outsiders, 
but  who,  at  the  same  time,  may  be  swayed  by 
natural  bias,  like  the  rest  of  us.  There  is  nobody 
here,  I  suppose,  who  hasn't  often  prayed  for  relief 
from  the  tedium  of  drudgery  and  long  hours.  The 
trouble  is  we  are  all  involved  in  the  general  network 
and  few  of  us  can  escape  our  burdens  merely  by 
showing  that  a  respite  from  them  would  be  agree- 
able and  well  deserved.  We  all  have  to  keep  going 
sometimes  at  the  very  moment  when  we  would 
particularly  like  to  stop.  Let  us  consider  the 
Boston  police  force,  another  department  of 
the  city's  administration.  A  Boston  police 
officer,  for  instance,  has  only  one  day  off  in  fifteen. 
I  think  we  all  would  agree  that  here  is  an  op- 
portunity for  meritorious  legislation  before  ad- 
ditional consideration  is  given  to  the  Boston 
fireman.  An  act  which  passed  the  1916  session 
of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  provided 
that  members  of  the  police  force  of  this  city 
should  be  relieved  of  police  duty,  without  loss  of 
pay,  once  in  every  period  of  eight  days,  but  I 
regret  to  say,  the  Governor  saw  fit  to  veto  this 
act.  This  legislation  provided  that  before  be- 
coming effective  it  should  receive  the  approval 
of  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston.  If 
that  bill  had  received  the  sanction  of  the  Governor 
and  had  been  presented  to  the  City  Council  for  its 
ratification,  it  would  have  afforded  me  great  pleas- 
ure to  have  voted  in  favor  of  its  acceptance,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  in  the  case  of  the  Boston  Police 
Department  it  is  only  justice  deferred,  and  that 
the  Boston  police  officer  may  soon  be  given  the 
privilege  of  enjoying  one  day  off  in  eight,  as  the 
rest  of  us  enjoy  one  day  off  in  seven.  At  present 
the  Boston  fireman  is  allowed  one  full  day  off  in 
five.  In  the  four  days  of  service  he  has 
twelve  meal  periods  of  one  and  a  quarter  hours 
each,  or  fifteen -hours  in  all,  making  a  deduction  of 
thirty-nine  hours  in  120.  But  he  also  has  church 
periods  on  alternate  Sundays  and  other  minor 
allowances,  which  would  make  the  total  deduction 
at  least  forty  hours  in  120,  or  one  third.  He  has 
besides  sixteen  days  of  vacation  every  year.  The 
actual  time,  then,  given  to  the  city  is  about  two 
thirds  of  all  the  time  for  fifty  weeks  out  of  fifty-two. 
If  it  were  spread  out  evenly,  it  would  mean  sixteen 
hours  on  duty  every  day  of  the-year,  except  the 
two  weeks  or  so  of  the  summer  vacation.  But  of 
this  sixteen  hours  a  good  part  is  spent  in  sleep, — 
subject,  of  course,  to  calls, — a  good  part  in  recrea- 
tion, chatting  and  waiting  round.  This  problem 
is  not  in  any  sense  the  problem  of  an  overworked, 
fatlguc-wofn  body  of  men  asking  for  relief  from 
excessive  hours  of  drudgery.  Many  firemen,  in 
fact,  have  to  exercise  in  order  to  keep  lit-  Thru 
firehouses  are  provided  with  gymnasiums,  pool 
tables  and  reading  matter.  They  complain,  not 
of  hardship,  but  of  monotony,  and  thai,  :is  1  look 
at  it,  is  an  element,  unfortunate,  no  doubt,  but 
hard  to  separate  from  the  whole'  arrangement.  It 
is  their  part,  their  disagreeable  part,  of.  the  con- 
traol  which  in  sunn-  other  respects  is  so  favorable 

to  them.      If  the  fireman,  when  he  is  married,  sees 

his  children  only  at  meal  times,  m-  when  thej  \  isil 
him,  as  they  are  allowed  to  at  the  stations,  and  for 
one  full  day  in  five  and  for  the  sixteen  days  of  the 


annual  vacation,  he  has,  at  least,  the  satisfaction, 
denied  to  the  vast  majority  of  men,  even  in  this 
prosperous  country,  of  knowing  that  his  prolonged 
absences  and  the  sacrifice  they  represent  are  the 
very  means  of  providing  well  for  the  material  wants 
of  bis  family  and  of  giving  them  the  opportunities 
that  go  with  a  steady  and  substantial  income. 
With  the  best  disposition  in  the  world  toward  the 
firemen  and  with  no  pretence  that  I  understand 
their  peculiar  trials  better  than  the  men  who  have 
to  live  through  them  and  bear  them,  I  cannot  see 
that  their  burden  in  life  is  an  intolerable  one. 
Everyone  has  to  bear  some  burdens.  Consider, 
for  example,  the  two  great  industrial  armies,  num- 
bering millions  of  men  and  women, — the  farm 
laborers  and  the  factory  operatives.  To  such 
persons,  struggling  all  the  time  to  keep  their  heads 
above  water,  the  lot  of  the  Boston  fireman  must 
seem  to  have  compensations  as  well  as  drawbacks. 

2.  At  the  same  time,  the  drawbacks  are  un- 
deniably there;  and  if  I  were  convinced  that  the 
firemen  are  correct  in  their  contention  that  their 
hours  of  service  can  be  reduced  without  increasing 
the  fire  risk,  I  should  approve  of  granting  their 
request  as  promptly  and  heartily  as  anybody  here. 
But  the  overwhelming  weight  of  testimony — and 
I  may  add  the  dictates  of  reason — forbid  us  to 
accept  the  conclusions  which  they  have  drawn. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  the  present  Fire  Com- 
missioner and  two  oi  his  predecessors  and  of  the 
fire  underwriters,  all  unanimous  in  opposition 
to  the  proposed  rearrangement  of  hours.  There 
is  some  testimony  on  the  other  side,  but  compara- 
tively little — not  enough  I  think,  to  impeach  such  a 
powerful  consensus  of  expert  opinion.  The  con- 
cession of  meal  hours,  by  the  firemen  is  creditable 
to  their  sense  of  public  responsibility;  but  it  is 
more  than  offset  by  the  reduction  of  numbers  at 
other  times,  and  there  is,  at  least,  a  possibility 
that  this  feature  may  not  work  well  in  practice. 
As  for  the  diminished  fire  loss  in  St.  Louis,  follow- 
ing a  change  similar  to  the  one  proposed,  the  period 
of  trial  is  too  short  to  permit  us  to  draw  conclusions. 
In  a  fluctuating  item,  like  the  annual  fire  loss,  it  is 
hardly  convincing  to  present  the  figures  for  one 
or  two  years.  In  Boston  we  know  that  the  fire 
losses  compared  for  five-year  periods  are  increasing 
rapidly.  We  are  putting  in  motor  apparatus  and 
high  pressure  service;  we  are  training  the  public 
and  the  school  children  and  enforcing  more  strictly 
the  building  laws,  but  still  the  figures  of  loss, 
already  scandalous  as  compared  with  European 
cities,  and  high  even  for  an  American  city,  are 
climbing.  It  is  the  best  expert  opinion  that  we 
need  more  men,  not  fewer  men,  in  the  department. 
What  the  petitioners  propose,  to  put  in  bluntly,  is 
to  take  away  men.  That  is  the  net  result.  What 
with  the  present  day  off  in  five,  vacations,  meal 
periods,  church  leave,  sick  leave,  funerals,  odds  and 
ends  of  subtracted  time,  the  actual  working  force 
is  today  well  below  the  safety  lines.  With  the 
full  auota  present  at  all  times  the  stations  would 
not  be  overmanned.  As  things  are,  with  the 
absences  now  permitted  (and,  of  course,  legiti- 
mately permitted)  they  are  undermanned.  Any 
Boston  fire  commissioner  would  welcome  a  sub- 
stantial increase  of  his  force  and  would  feel  safer 
if  it  could  be  granted  to  him.  It  is  certainly  no 
time  to  talk  of  reductions.  We  may  imagine  the 
feelings  of  the  present  commissioner  upon  this 
petition.  He  is  divided  between  his  sympathy  for 
the  men,  with  whom  he  has  been  associated  as  a 
practical  fireman  all  his  life,  and  his  concern  for  the 
public  safety.  His  courageous  and  conscientious 
decision  sets  an  example  for  all  of  us  and  his  con- 
clusions should  be  disputed  only  by  those  who  can 
speak  with  higher  authority  than  his.  He  has 
informed  us  that  nearly  two  hundred  men  will  be 
needed  to  make  good  the  loss  to  the  present 
strength  of  his  department.  Such  a  depletion, 
such  a  void,  cannot  be  created  by  any  serious 
body  of  officials  merely  on  the  assurances  of  en- 
thusiastic employees  that  their  computations  are 
more  accurate  than  those  of  the  commissioner  and 
of  other  experts  whose  specialty  happens  to  be 
accurate  computation. 

3.  The  only  way  to  meet  this  depletion  of  the 
force  and  keep  the  Fire  Department  up  to  the 
present  standard  of  efficiency  would  be  to  add 
the  necessary  200  men.  The  cost  of  this  addition 
would  be  about  $300,000  a  year.  The  advantage 
would  accrue  solely,  or  almost  solely,  to  the  fire- 
men. We  are  asked  to  devote  the  annual  tax 
return  on  some  $17,000,000  worth  of  property 
more  than  the  whole  valuation  of  several  of  the 
city  wards — to  an  expenditure  which  would  make 
life  a  little  easier  for  tho  firemen,  but  would  pro- 


305 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


duce  no  visible  benefit  to  the  community.  Let  us 
understand,  then,  clearly  what  the  financial  effect 
of  this  action  would  be.  It  would  mean  a  round 
twenty  cents  added  to  the  tax  rate.  Or,  let  us  put 
it  a  little  differently,  by  cutting  it  out  of  the  map, 
so  to  speak.  The  maintenance  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment now  calls  for  the  entire  tax  return  from  East 
Boston,  Charlestown  and  Ward  9.  I  am  using 
the  old  ward  lines  for  quicker  appreciation.  We 
are  asked  to  throw  in  the  entire  return  from  Ward 
18  as  a  bonus  to  the  firemen.  If  the  ordinance 
were  passed  and  pronounced  legal,  Ward  18  would 
be  rendered  permanently  unproductive  as  a  source 
of  municipal  revenue.  Its  territory  would  pass  out 
of  our  hands  and  would  be  set  aside  for  purposes 
which  would  add  nothing  to  the  health,  safety, 
beauty  or  prosperity  of  the  city  as  a  whole.  Finan- 
cially, it  would  become  dead  territory.  This  sum 
would  be  a  heavy  addition  to  the  burdens  of  the 
taxpayer,  and  the  real  taxpayer,  whether  it  is  the 
cost  of  municipal  government  or  of  the  national 
government  that  is  considered,  is  the  man  of  small 
or  moderate  income.  He  is  in  the  majority;  he 
and  his  compose  the  mass  of  the  population. 
Have  we  a  right  to  make  his  burdens  heavier,  to 
assess  him  so  much  more,  in  order  that  a  class  of 
employees  whom  he  may  well  regard  as  fortunate, 
comparing  their  situation  with  his  own,  may 
have  things  a  little  more  to  their  liking?  With 
food  prices  and  all  commodity  prices  in  America 
soaring  almost  to  the  level  of  the  war  countries^ 
we  should  be  able  to  give  better  reasons  than  any 
I  have  seen  for  passing  the  proposed  ordinance, 
which  virtually,  by  its  implications  and  inevitable 
consequences,  would  impose  a  new  twenty-cent 
tax  on  the  tax-ridden  public  of  Boston.  We  are 
already  told  that  the  city  government  (and  the 
national  government  as  well)  is  managed  too 
much  in  the  interest  of  its  employees  and  too  little 
in  the  interest  of  the  citizens,  who  outnumber 
them  ten  to  one.  Whatever  tincture  of  truth 
there  may  be  in  this  very  prevalent  opinion  would 
not  be  diminished,  I  think,  by  the  passage  of  the 
proposed  ordinance. 

4.  The  result  of  such  action  would  be  a  per- 
manent loss  to  the  city  treasury  of  some  $300,000 
a  year,  every  dollar  of  which  we  need  for  immediate 
and  crying  public  necessities.  The  streets  alone 
will  readily  swallow  that  amount,  and  still  reflect 
no  special  credit  on  the  cit>.  I  need  not  enumerate 
the  other  calls  for  money.  You  are  familiar  with 
the  annual  estimates  of  department  heads  and 
the  thousand  and  one  meritorious  demands  of  the 
citizens,  which  are  the  vexing  problems  of  every 
mayor  and  city  council.  I  shall  merely  suggest 
that  the  possibilities  behind  this  ordinance  are 
more  formidable  even  than  the  measure  itself. 
If  we  gave  them  encouragement  by  setting  a 
favorable  precedent  before  them,  other  organized 
bodies  of  employees  might  bring  similar  pressure 
to  bear  and  we  shall  have  to  meet  in  everj  case 
special  reasons,  perhaps  auite  as  plausible  as  those 
which  have  been  offered  on  behalf  of  the  firemen. 
One  unproductive  measure  would  be  the  parent  of 
other  unproductive  measures  and  we  would  be 
more  than  ever  put  to  it  to  find  the  funds  which  are 
necessary  for  the  upkeep  and  advancement  of  the 
city.  My  conclusion,  therefore,  is  that  the  passage 
of  this  ordinance  would  have  inevitably  and 
immediately  impaired  the  protection  which  we  owe 
as  a  duty  to  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  citizens; 
-and  that,  if  it  wrere  passed,  a  large  addition  would 
have  to  be  made  to  the  fire-fighting  force  and 
imperative  improvements  postponed  or  adopted 
only  through  the  imposition  of  an  extra  twenty- 
cent  tax.  My  vote  against  the  ordinance  implies 
no  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  firemen's  services 
and,  I  hope,  no  lack  of  sympathy  for  the  special 
sacrifices  which  they  are  called  on  to  make.  It 
merely  records  my  judgment  that  we  have  gone  as 
far  as  we  can  in  liberality  of  this  sort,  in  view  of  the 
many  urgent  problems  affecting,  not  a  small  group 
of  a  thousand  men,  but  our  whole  city  of  three 
quarters  of  a  million  people. 

Coun.  MrDONALD — Mr.  President,  after 
listening  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  who 
has  preceded  me,  I  wonder  whether  the  rest  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  or  myself  had  not  better  re- 
sign membership  here  and  become  members  of  the 
Fire  Department.  If  I  thought  that  I  would  enjoy 
all  the  good  things  he  has  told  us  about  that  the 
firemen  enjoy  in  each  of  the  fire  houses — that 
possibly  I  might  have  a  Turkish  bath  and  a  rubber 
—I  think  I  would  become  a  fireman,  if  I  were 
eligible,  and  not  too  old  to  take  the  Civil  Service 
examination;  and  if  I  thought  the  firemen  en- 
joyed all  the  privileges  and  good  things  the  gentle- 


man who  preceded  me  has  told  us  about,  I  would 
hesitate  before  introducing  the  ordinance  giving 
them  further  time.  I  don't  think  he  believes  that 
they  enjoy  those  nice  things  and  that  they  have 
such  nice  times  in  the  fire  houses;  that  they  have 
recreation  three-fourths  of  the  time  and  that  they 
only  respond  to  alarms,  on  the  average,  once  a  day 
or  once  a  week. 

Coun.  KENNY — No,  not  more  than  one  run  a 
day,  on  the  average. 

Coun.  McDONALD— I  think,  instead  of  listen- 
ing to  the  arguments  presented  by  the  firemen,  my 
learned  friend — for  whom  I  have  a  gieat  deal  of 
respect — must  have  read  the  report  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  the  recommendations  of  the 
Finance  Commission,  and  that  he  prepared  his 
statement  from  their  reports  instead  of  preparing 
it  from  the  testimony  introduced  here  by  the  fire- 
men. I  am  not  going  to  discuss  the  legal  side  of 
the  question  with  my  learned  friend,  because  I  am 
not  a  lawyer.  While  my  legal  opinion  might  have 
as  much  weight  as  that  of  some  of  the  lawyers  who 
have  given  us  their  opinion  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
matter — with  myself,  anyway — I  don't  think  the 
ordinance  should  be  considered  along  the  lines  of 
the  legal  aspect  of  our  rights,  whether  we  have  a 
right  to  consider  the  matter  or  not.  I  think  we 
should  cast  our  votes  here  today  having  in  mind 
the  question  whether  the  firemen  are  entitled  to 
more  time  off.  My  friend  who  preceded  me  said 
he  would  vote  for  a  day  off  in  eight  for  policemen. 
I  would,  too.  But  I  would  be  conscious  of  the  fact 
when  I  was  doing  so  that  I  was  giving  the  police- 
men more  privileges  than  the  firemen  are  enjoying 
—and  would  be  willing  to  do  it.  Theie  is,  how- 
ever, no  question  in  my  mind,  and  I  don't  think 
there  is  any  question  in  the  mind  of  anybody, 
that  the  firemen  are  not  enjoying  in  this  respect 
the  same  privileges  that  the  policemen  do.  When 
they  aie  having  a  day  off  in  five  they  are  not  en- 
joying the  same  privileges  that  the  policemen  are 
when  they  are  getting  a  day  off  in  fifteen.  I  think 
a  policeman  should  get  a  day  off  in  seven,  the  same 
as  everybody  else;  but  a  day  policeman,  when  he 
is  through  at  six  o'clock,  after  working  eight  or 
nine  hours,  goes  home  several  days  in  the  week  and 
reports  the  next  morning,  the  same  as  I  do,  the 
same  as  everybody  here  does.  When  a  fireman, 
however,  returns  from  his  day  off,  a  man  in  one  of 
the  down  town  districts,  living  in  Dorchester,  can- 
not again  go  home  until  the  next  five  days  are  up. 
That  is  true,  no  matter  whether  they  do  any  work  or 
not.  They  do  not  enjoy  the  privileges  that  other 
citizens  enjoy,  no  matter  what  kind  of  a  job  they 
have  got,  and  I  think  they  are  justified  in  asking  for 
the  privilege  I  enjoy  of  seeing  my  family  at  least  an 
hour  or  two  each  day.  You  cannot  dispute  me 
when  I  say  that  that  is  the  issue.  One  of  them  said 
here,  and  it  is  true,  that  it  is  a  pretty  tough  job.  I 
think  it  is.  It  is  a  tough  job  to  stay  in  a  place  for 
twenty-four  hours,  even  if  you  are  permitted  to  go 
out  three  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  a 
tough  job  to  be  unable  to  go  to  sleep  without  a 
chance  of  interruption,  with  the  expectation  of 
being  waked  up  any  time  during  the  night,  perhaps 
to  go  out  for  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours.  The 
firemen  heie  said  it  was  a  tough  job,  and  that  is. 
true.  I  don't  think  some  of  the  questions  that  have 
been  brought  up  in  regard  to  the  fireman's  life 
should  be  considered.  The  question  is,  whether 
they  are  entitled  to  some  time  off.  Even  if  the 
brief  of  the  attorney  for  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Nathan  Matthews,  is  to  be  followed,  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  firemen  should  not  be  given  a  day 
in  three.  He  says  they  have  nothing  to  do,  that 
they  are  simply  hanging  around  the  file  houses. 
Well,  if  they  are  only  hanging  around  the  file  houses 
it  is  not  going  to  hurt  the  fire  underwriters,  the 
insurance  companies  or  the  citizens,  to  give  them 
a  little  more  time  off.  If  we  are  to  believe  what 
my  friend  here  says,  that  they  only  respond  on  the 
average  to  one  fire  a  day,  it  is  not  necessaiy  to  put 
on  any  more  men  to  loaf  around  the  fire  houses, 
I  have  had  some  experience  along  the  line  of  short- 
ening-the  work  hours,  and  the  arguments  presented 
ever  since  the  printers  were  working  for  ten  hours 
a  day  has  been  that  to  reduce  the  hours  from  ten 
to  nine  meant  a  ten  per  cent  increase  in  the  force. 
But  we  did  reduce  the  hours,  and  it  did  not  increase 
the  force  a  bit.  Again,  the  hours  went  from  nine 
to  eight  and  the  same  argument  was  presented, 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase  the  force 
a  corresponding  percentage  in  order  to  secure  the 
same  output  that  they  were  securing  under  the 
nine-hour  working  clay.  But  they  never  increased 
the  force;  and  if  the  Boston  Fire  Department 
were  put  on  a  day  off  in  three  basis  they  would  not 
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have  to  inciease  the  force.  That  is  the  contention 
of  the  firemen  and  I  believe  it  to  be  the  fact.  It 
is  proven  so  by  the  experience  in  St.  Louis  and 
Chicago.  The  experience  in  Chicago  shows  it,  not- 
withstanding that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
or  Chief  O'Connor  said  that  it  required  129  men. 
It  did  iequire  129  men  ten  months  before  the 
firemen  went  on  to  the  day  off  in  three  basis,  but 
that  was  because  of  the  condition  my  fiiend  here 
refeis  to  as  prevailing  in  the  present  fire  depart- 
ment, that  there  were  not  beiore  men  enough  to 
do  the  work  required  of  them,  and  they  had  to  put 
on  these  men  to  bring  the  department  up  to  the 
proper  standard  of  efficiency.  If  they  can  do  it  in 
St.  Louis  they  can  do  it  in  Boston;  if  they  can  do 
it  in  Chicago  they  can  do  it  in  Boston.  The  reports 
that  came  here  came  based  on  the  same  contention, 
that  it  would  require  198  additional  men.  The 
Finance  Commission  said  so.  I  suppose  they  got 
their  report  from  Commissioner  Grady,  and  he  got 
his  report  from  some  of  the  clerks  up  there.  I 
suppose  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  must  have  got 
its  report  from  Commissioner  Grady.  I  under- 
stand that  the  whole  thing  comes  from  somebody- 
by  the  name  of  Quinn,  who  is  the  chief  clerk  up 
tbeie,  who  says  whether  the  thing  should  be  done 
or  not.  My  fiiend.  Conn.  Collins,  says  that  nobody 
will  dispute  that  the  commissioner  worked  his 
way  up  through  the  depaitment  and  that  he  knows 
something  about  fire  fighting.  I  agree  with  him 
that  Commissioner  Grady  was  a  fireman,  and 
when  he  was  a  fireman  he  felt  like  a  fireman  and 
wanted  a  day  off  in  three,  and  complained  about 
conditions.  Since  he  got  to  be  commissioner  he  is 
not  living  up  to  the  ordinances  as  they  exist  today, 
because  he  is  fining  firemen  for  fooling  in  the  bunk 
room  three  days'  pay,  and  taking  two  days  off  of 
them,  which  is  a  violation  of  law  and  the  ordinances 
as  they  exist  today.  He  does  those  things,  and  if 
anybody  inquires  he  will  find  out  that  the  present 
File  Commissioner  is  not  popular  with  the  firemen. 
I  don't  know  why,  but  possibly  the  firemen 
may  be  able  to  tell  some  of  the  members.  If  that 
is  true,  he  should  give  his  decision  as  a  fireman 
and  not  as  a  commissioner,  and  if  he  gave  his 
opinion  as  a  fireman,  as  John  Grady,  as  deputy 
chief  or  captain,  he  would  say,  as  he  said  when  he 
was  a  fireman,  deputy  chief  and  captain,  that  the 
firemen  were  entitled  to  a  day  off  in  three,  and 
should  be  given  a  day  off  in  three.  We  see  a  lot  in 
looking  over  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  brief  here, 
to  the  effect  that  the  job  is  so  easy,  and  also  to  the 
effect  that  the  men  in  the  day  off  they  do  get 
indulge  in  doings  which  are  questionable.  That 
is,  they  don't  say  that  it  is  so,  but  say  that  "it  has 
been  said"  that  they  do  so  and  so,  and  that  they 
are  not  in  condition,  that  because  of  the  things 
they  do  in  that  day  off  they  are  not  in  shape  to 
work  when  they  report  the  next  morning.  There 
has  not  been  any  evidence  submitted  here  jxt  this 
hearing  to  substantiate  that,  and  in  my  opinion 
there  has  not  been  any  evidence  introduced  to 
substantiate  anything  that  has  been  said  by  either 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  or  the  gentleman 
from  South  Boston,  who  preceded  me.  It  is  true 
that  there  was  evidence  on  both  sides,  but  the 
evidence  submitted  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
was,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  that  of  members 
of  the  Chamber,  the  majority  living  outside  of 
Boston,  who  did  not,  in  my  opinion,  deal  with  the 
question  at  issue.  They  brought  a  man  over  here 
from  New  York  who  was  an  ex-chief  of  the  depart- 
ment. He  did  not  know  what  conditions  existed 
in  New  York;  he  did  not  know  whether  they  had 
petitioned  for  a  two-platoon  bill  or  not;  he  did 
not  know  what  the  meal  hours  were;  he  did  not 
know  anything  about  the  department.  He  knew 
that  Chief  O'Connor  was  a  good  and  a  responsible 
chief,  but  he  did  not  know  when  asked  why  if  this 
could  be  done  in  St.  Louis  and  Chicago  it  could  not 
be  brought  about  in  Boston,  why  it  could  not  be 
brought  about  here.  The  only  answer  he  would 
give  to  a  question  was  "Well,  it  isn't  practical." 
I  think,  instead  of  coming  here  and  talking  about 
the  railroad  trainmen,  who  have  just  been  given 
an  eight-hour  day  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  our  Congress,  and  who  get  $35  and  $40 
a  week,  instead  of  holding  them  upt  as  an  example 
and  holding  up  the  ironworkers,"  who  work  an 
eight-hour  day  for  $5.80  a  day,  as  a-reason  why  the 
firemen  should  not  be  given  off  a  day  in  three  and 
work  24  hours  each  on  the  other  two  days,  we  should 
deal  with  the  question  as  it  should  be  dealt  with. 
As  to  the  legal  question,  whether  our  action  is  to 
be  considered  legal  or  in. I,  I  dare  -:i\  it  il  were 
considered  legal  by  the  gentleman  of  the  committee 
and  I  should  then  ask  him,  if  it  was  legal  to  vote  for 


it,  he  would  not  do  so.  I  don't  think  he  would 
vote  for  it  whether-  it  was  legal  or  not.  The  other 
members  have  just  as  much  right  to  their  opinion 
as  I  have.  I  am  not  disputing  that.  But  I  say 
we  should  not  duck  behind  the  question  of  legality. 
We  should  come  out  in  the  open  and  deal  with  the 
case  as  we  dealt  with  it  at  the  hearing.  If  the 
firemen  have  proven  their  case  we  should  say  so, 
and  if  they  have  not  proven  it,  we  should  say  that 
they  have  not.  I  think  that  they  have.  I  don't 
think  there  was  any  evidence  introduced  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  that  would  warrant  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  I  think  we  ought  to 
deal  with  the  matter  as  the  evidence  submitted 
indicates  that  we  should  deal  with- it.  If  we  are 
to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
who  said  that  we  had  a  right  to  act  in  the  matter 
jointly  with  the  Mayor  and  the  Fire  Commissioner, 
I  feel  that  we  should  amend  the  ordinance.  We 
had  an  opinion  from  the  Finance  Commission.  I 
don't  know  which  attorney  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission gave  the  opinion,  but  we  had  the  opinion 
from  the  Finance  Commission  that  we  did  not  have 
the  right  to  act  in  this  matter.  In  the  face  of  those 
two  opinions  we  require  these  men  to  come  here, 
hiring  a  lawyer,  night  after  night,  and  give  evi- 
dence showing  why  we  should  grant  them  a  day 
off  in  three,  and  after  doing  that  we  finally  sat 
down  in  committee  and  said,  "Well,  legally  we 
have  no  right  to  do  it.  We  are  not  going  to  take 
up  the  merits  of  the  case,  but,  because  we  hive  no 
legal  right,  we  are  not  going  to  consider  it."  That 
was  the  position  of  some  of  the  members  of  the 
committee.  I  do  not  consider  that  that  is  tha 
proper  attitude  to  take.  I  will  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  I  think  the  evidence  as  submitted  by  the  fire- 
men at  the  hearing  warrants  us  in  giving  them 
what  they  ask  for.  I  don't  think  the  membership 
of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  as  far  as  the  men 
are  concerned,  would  have  to  be  increased  one  man- 
The  firemen  are  willing  to  give  the  matter  a  trial.' 
They  ask  us  to  give  it  a  trial  for  six  months,  if 
necessary,  without  increasing  the  department  one 
man,  and  say  they  will  prove  to  the  37,000  and 
more  citizens  and  to  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  that  the  same  amount  of  efficiency  will 
prevail  in  the  Fire  Department  with  the  present 
force  under  the  day  off  in  three  as  prevails  now 
under  the  day  off  in  five  system,  and  nobody  will 
say  that  the  Boston  firernen  are  not  efficient, 
courageous  men.  I  trust  that  the  Council  will 
disapprove  of  the  report  and  will  give  these  men  a 
day  off  in  three,  because,  in  my  opinion,  they 
proved  their  case  at  the  hearing.  I  trust  that  the 
committee's  report,  "Ought  not  to  pass,"  will  not 
prevail. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COLEMAN— Mr.  President.  I  do  not 
intend  to  take  any  time  to  rehearse  the  arguments 
on  either  side  or  to  repeat  the  evidence.  I  do, 
however,  want  to  say  one  or  two  things  by  way  of 
indicating  the  opinion  I  have  arrived  at  after  hear- 
ing all  the  evidence  and  listening  to  the  arguments 
on  both  sides.  When  the  proposition  was  first 
placed  before  the  Council  by  former  Coun:  Watson 
that  the  firemen  have  one  day  off  in  three,  I  will 
frankly  say  that  it  appeared  quite  ridiculous  to 
me..  I  looked  at  it  in  the  way  in  which  it  has  been 
frequently  referred  to — one  day  off  in  three  as 
compared  with  the  one  day  off  in  seven  which  most 
of  us  have — and  looking  at  it  in  that  light  it  seemed 
to  be  treating  the  firemen  rather  generously.  But 
when  I  looked  into  the  situation  and  especially 
when  I  heard  the  firemen  present  the  matter  from 
their  own  point  of  view,  I  saw  it  in  an  entirely 
different  light — just  as  I  think  one  would  see  the 
police  situation  in  an  entirely  different  light  if,  after 
hearing  that  they  simply  had  one  day  off  in  fifteen, 
he  found  out  what  other  time  they  have  off  that 
the  firemen  do  not  have  off.  So,  alter  hearing  tin- 
statements  of  the  firemen,  showing  that  they  wen- 
able  to  spend  with  their  families  the  evening  and 
night  only  one  day  in  live,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
—and  I  am  quite  positive  in 'regard  to  it — that 
those  conditions  are  not  desirable.     They  a.re  not 

good  for  the  fireman  himself;    they   are  not      I 

for  the  family  of  the  fireman,  and  ilex  an  till 
less  a  good  thing,  I  think,  for  the  community. 
For  a  man  to  be  separated  from  his  family  at  night. 

four  nights  oul  of  the  five,  right  through  the  year, 
for  year  after  \  ear  and  perhaps  decade  after  decade, 
is  a  vers'  bad  thing  for  the  man  and  a  very  bad 
tiling  for  Die  family,  and  il   is  not  a  good  Standard 

for  the  community  t"  uphold.  I  realize,  as  has 
been  pointed  out  by  the  councilor  from  South  Bos- 
ton,  that   many   men   are   no!    as   favored   as   they, 
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even,  and  do  not  get  as  much  time  as  the  firemen 
have  with  their  families.  It  is  true  in  my  own 
case.  The  firemen  undoubtedly  are  with  their 
families  a  great  deal  oftener  than  I  am  at  my  home, 
but  I  do  not  consider  the  example  I  am  setting  as 
one  that  should  be  followed  and  set  up  for  the 
community.  I  think  L  am  setting  a  yery  poor 
example  in  that  respect,  and  I  am  sure  if  I  had 
three  or  four  little  ones  at  home  I  would  find  some 
way  to  remedy  the  situation  and  get  home  more 
often  than  I  do.  But  I  am  quite  satisfied  that 
the  firemen  ought  to  have  more  time  off  than  they 
have,  especially  at  night,  with  their  families.  I 
don't  think  they  ought  to  have  more  than  one  day 
off  in  five,  when  you  make  it  day  time,  but  when 
you  make  it  day  and  night  it  is  a  very  different 
situation.  So  much  for  that.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  from  the  evidence  pre- 
sented both  by  the  firemen  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  that  the  change  cannot  be  effected  from 
one  day  off  in  five  to  one  day  off  in  three  without 
either  reducing  the  efficiency  of  the  department 
noticeably  or  adding  greatly  to  the  expense,  or 
both.  I  do  not  believe  the  city  at  the  present  time 
is  in  a  position  where  it  can  afford  to  add  materially 
to  its  expense  for  maintaining  the  Fire  Department, 
and  of  course  we  will  all  grant  that  the  city  cannot 
for  a  minute  reduce  the  effectiveness  of  its  Fire 
Department.  I  believe,  as  has  been  pointed  out, 
that  it  will  be  desirable  to  have  it  a  little  more 
effective  than  it  is,  to  have  more  men  on  rather 
than  less,  and  it  was  made  perfectly  clear  by  the 
opponents  of  the  proposed  ordinance — and  nothing 
to  the  contrary  was  shown  by  the  firemen — that 
giving  the  firemen  one  day  off  in  three  instead  of 
one  day  off  in  five  would  materially  reduce  the 
men  in  active  service  at  times  when  the  city  most 
needed  protection,  at  night.  In  fact,  one  simply 
has  to  look  at  the  matter  in  a  reasonable  way  to 
have  it  appear  perfectly  obvious  that  you  cannot 
give  more  time  off  and  still  have  .the  same  number 
of  men  on  service  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
Therefore,  while  I  shall  feel  obliged  to  vote  against 
the  ordinance  if  it  comes  before  us  for  action  today, 
I  do  so  with  the  reservation  that  I  believe,  just  as 
soon  as  the  finances  of  the  city  make  it  possible, 
some  readjustment  of  the  time  allowed  off  to  the 
firemen  should  be  made,  so  that  they  will  have  more 
time  with  their  familes.  I  am  also  entirely  per- 
suaded that  it  is  a  matter  we  ought  not  to  act  upon 
at  all  in  the  Council,  but  that  it  is  purely  an  execu- 
tive function.  I  agree  with  the  opinion  rendered 
by  Nathan  Matthews  and  Mr.  Nutter,  and  would  be 
perfectly  willing  to  rest  the  matter  there;  but  I 
also  feel,  as  expressed  by  the  councilor  from  South 
Boston,  that  we  ought  not — and  I  don't  believe 
any  of  us  care  to  do  so — to  hide  behind  that  tech- 
nical legal  consideration.  I  think  most,  if  not  all, 
of  us  are  willing, — I  am  sure  I  am  perfectly  willing, 
— to  have  every  one  understand  exactly  where  we 
are  placed  in  the  matter.  Feeling  positive  that 
the  firemen  ought  to  have  more  time  off,  and  feeling 
equally  positive  that  the  city  cannot  at  the  present 
juncture  afford  to  pay  any  more  money  for  the 
fire  service,  I  feel  constrained  to  take  the  position 
I  have  stated. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  think 
perhaps  I  owe  an  apology  to  the  body  for  trespass- 
ing on  the  time  of  the  members  upon  this  matter, 
as  I  presume  everybody's  mind  is  made  up.  Yet 
it  is  of  vital  consequence,  I  think,  to  the  City  of 
Boston  that  this  should  be  decided  right.  We 
are  in  the  position  of  trustees.  We  must  choose 
between  two  sets  of  people.  If  this  ordinance 
goes  into  effect,  it  is  not  going  to  cost  my  friend 
opposite,  who  has  favored  the  ordinance,  or  myself 
anything.  We  are  dealing  with  other  people's 
money  and  our  only  anxiety  ought  to  be  to  deal  as 
justly  and  fairly  with  it  as  we  possibly  can.  The 
weight  of  legal  opinion  now  before  us  seems  to 
distinctly  incline  against  the  authority  of  this 
Council  to  pass  the  proposed  ordinance.  The 
chairman  has  discussed  that  matter  and  I  do  not 
personally  wish  to  get  into  that  discussion.  I  do 
not  feel  fitted,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  to  go  into  the 
questions  of  law.  But  it  does  seem  pretty  clear 
that  the  weight  of  the  legal  authority  before  us,  the 
preponderant  weight,  is  against  the  authority  of 
the  Council  to  take  this  action.  I  do  want  to  say, 
Mr.  President,  that  on  any  theory  of  the  law — 
whether  it  is  Coun.  McDonald's  theory  or  our 
chairman's  theory — as  a  matter  of  proper  executive 
administration,  before  this  order  comes  up  here 
for  final  legislative  action  by  the  legislative  branch 
of  the  city,  the  Mayor,  as  the  chief  executive  of  the 
city,  ought  to  get  off  the  fence  and  tell  us  whether 
he    favors    or    is    opposed    to    this    ordinance.     I 


have  been  looking  into  some  of  the.  elements  of 
cost  of  maintaining  our  Fire  Department.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  they  are  conclusive  on  this 
question  at  all,  because  if,  in  order  to  be  generous 
and  fair  to  these  men,  the  city  ought  to  have  an 
added  burden  laid  upon  it,  then  the  city  should 
foot  the  bill.  Nevertheless,  it  is  worth  while  at 
this  time,  I  think,  to  stop  a  few  moments  and  look 
at  the  expense  of  our  Fire  Department.  The  fact 
is  that  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment during  the  last  ten  years  has  been  at  a  rate 
more  than  100  per  cent  greater  than  the  increase 
in  our  population  01  the  increase  in  our  valuation. 
I  think  that  is  a  correct  statement.  In  1905  the 
department  spent  SI, 341,448. 01;  in  1915,  $2,053,- 
084.16,  an  increase  of  $711,036.15,  or  53  per  cent. 
During  this  time  the  population  of  the  city  in- 
creased 21  per  cent  and  the  total  valuation  24  per 
cent.  If  those  figures  are  correct,  as  I  believe  they 
are,  it  is  then  an  accurate  statement  to  say  that 
the  expenses  of  our  department  have  increased 
more  than  twice  as  rapidly,  or  over  100  per  cent 
as  rapidly   as   the  increase  of  this   city  in  either 

•  population  or  in  assessed  valuation;  and  it  may,  be 
stated  in  passing  that  the  high  figures  for  the  year 
1915,  which  I  just  gave,  are  not  due  to  any  abnormal 
increase  in  the  purchase  of  equipment,  as  the  total 
expense  for  equipment  in  1915  was  only  $77,581. 
I  believe  that  sum  is  no  more,  and  probably  less, 
than  the  City  of  Boston  should  spend,  every  year, 
and  therefore  must  be'  looked  upon  as  a  fixed 
expense  and  one  that  cannot  be  regarded  as 
abnormal.  Turning  to  the  Police  Department, 
the  increase  in  expense  duiing  those  same  .ten 
years  was  38  per  cent,  as  compared  with  53  per 
cent  for  the  Fire  Department.  I  have  taken  a 
comparison  of  the  per  capita  cost  of  the  Boston 
Fire  Department  with  a  number  of  the,  other 
larger  cities  of  the  country.  I  have  taken  the 
figures  from  the  United  States  Census  Report 
on  Financial  Statistics  of  Cities  for  the  year  1915, 
and  I  assume  that  those  must  be  correct.  In 
that  year  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  fire  depart- 
ment of  Philadelphia,  a  city  with  a  larger  popula- 
tion than  Boston,  was  $1,502,000,  compared 
with  $2,053,000  spent  by  the  City  of  Boston, 
giving  Philadelphia  a  per  capita  cost  for  its  fire 
department  of  91  cents.  The  per  capita  cost 
for  Cleveland  was  $1.32,  for  Chicago  $1.38,  for 
St.  Louis  $1.65.  for  Baltimore  $1.72,  for  New 
York  $1.73,  for  Pittsburgh  $1.82,  for  Detroit  $1.94, 
and  foi  Boston  $2.45.  If  those  figures  are  correct, 
it  is  now  costing  the  City  of  Boston  two  and  one 
half  time?  as  much  per  capita  to  maintain;  its 
Fire  Department  as  it  is  costing  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  it  is  costing  the  City  of  Boston  more, 
and  very  substantially  more,,  per  capita ,  than 
any  other  large  city  in  the  United  States.  Now, 
if  that  increased  cost  of  our  Fire  Department,. had 
kept  step  with  a  corresponding  increase  in.  the 
number  of  men  to  fight  our  fires,  much  might , be 
said  for  it,  but  that  is  not  the  fact.  .Between 
1905  and  1915  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
firemen  in  the  City  of  Boston,  was  183,  or  2,2  per 
cent;  the  increase  in  fire  alarms  in  that-  period 
was  from  3, 1 15  to  5,43.7  or  74  per  cent.  Thei  ef ore, 
the  number  of.  men  in  our  Fire  Department  has 
not  kept  step,  in  proportion,  with  the  .burdens 
thrown  upon  them.  According  to  the  opinion,  of 
the  chief  engineer  of  the  National  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters,  dated  ■  June  5,  ,  1916,  the  present 
force  is  inadequate  by  166  men  to  maintain  the 
minimum  strength  of  companies  which  in  the 
opinion  of  their  boards  would  be  adequate.  That 
is  an  outside  opinion  of  an  organization  which  I 
think  may  be  credited  with  looking  fairly  at  the 
City  of  Boston  and  regarding  it  as  only  one  .city 
of  many  with  which  they  have  to  deal.  We  are 
now  below  the  safe  standard,  according  to  that 
authority.  Nothing  has  been  said  here,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  gather, — and  I  have  listened 
carefully  to  the  arguments  in  favor  of  this-  ordi- 

•  nance — to  cam  e  me  t  o  change  my  mind  and.  be- 
lief that  Commissioner  Grady  is  right  when  he 
points  out  that  if  we  are  to  maintain  our  Fire 
Department  at  its  present  state  of  efficiency,  this 
proposed  ordinance  in  the  cours  e  of  a  few  years 
will  cost  the  city  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars 
per  year.  Personally,  I  want  to  go  on  record^  at 
this  time  as  saying  that  I  believe  we  are  motorizing 
our  fire  apparatus  too  slowly.  This  Council,  if  I 
remember  the  figures  correctly,  cut  down  the 
figures  for  motorizing  the  department  in  the  last 
budget  from  $90,000  to  $75,000.  That  did  not 
sound  good  to  me  at  the  time,  and  I  felt  that  it  was 
making  a  mistake.  Still,  with  a  majority,  and, 
as  nearly  as  I  can  remember  it,  a  unanimous  vote 
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of  this  Council,  it  was  done.  But  I  am  not  going 
to  do  that  again.  This  year  I  am  not  going  to 
be  content  with  the  sum  of  $75,000  for  motorizing 
the  city's  apparatus.  I  think  we  ought  to  get 
there  sooner.  I  am  not  sure  that  we  all  under- 
stand the  great  conflagration  risks  that  exist  here 
in  Boston.  I  happened  to  be  connected  wi1  h 
the  relief  committee  following  the  Chelsea  fire, 
and  I  had  occasion  to  spend  a  good  deal  of  time 
over  in  Chelsea  looking  over  the  field  of  that  con- 
flagration and  hearing  about  it.  That  fire  started 
in  a  gale  of  wind,  as  we  all  remember.  It  got  to 
going  among  some  of  those  wooden  buildings,  and 
nothing  under  heaven  enabled  the  firemen  to  stop 
that  fire  except  its  burning  to  the  water's  edge.  I 
think  substantially  the  same  thing  happened  at 
Salem,  and  we  are  in  a  condition  today,  I  take  it 
that  there  is  no  question  about  it,  where  we  could 
have  a  fire  four  times  as  big  as  either  the  Chelsea 
or  the  Salem  conflagration,  if  we  should  get  the 
particular  conditions.  A  short  delay,  the  firemen 
not  getting  there  in  time,  a  gale.of  wind,  shingles, 
clapboards  and  cinders  blowing  from  these  wooden 
houses  for  perhaps  a  quarter  to  half  a  mile  away, 
fires  breaking  out  in  a  dozen  places,  might  very 
well  be  the  circumstances  attendant  upon  a 
terrible  conflagration  in  this  city.  That  is  the 
risk  we  are  running  here  in  Boston,  and  I  believe 
it  is  a  very  serious  risk,  because  of  the  possibility 
of  fires  getting  away  from  our  Fire  Department  at 
any  time,  not  through  any  fault  of  theirs ,  but  through 
the  very  dangerous  conditions  that  exist  here  in 
Boston.  We  all  know  that  we  have  not  a  bottom- 
less well  here  to  deal  with.  We  cannot  lower  the 
bucket  and  hoist  up  unlimited  sums  of  money.  We 
are  kept  within  very  narrow  limits  in  what  we  can 
do,  and  it  is  rather  a  question  of  spending  a  very 
definite  sum  in  the  fairest  possible  way  to  meet  the 
claims  of  all.  Certainly  the  people  living  in  these 
hundreds  of  acres  of  wooden  buildings  in  our 
suburbs  need  protection,  and  we  must  consider 
their  situation.  We  must  think  of  the  possible 
suffering  that  might  result  from  a  conflagration, 
and  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  that  at  the  time  of  the 
Chelsea  fire.  There  were  18,000  people  burned 
out  of  their  homes  without  five  minutes'  notice,  and 
we  might  have  40,000  people  in  that  condition  here 
in  Boston.  It  is  entirely  possible.  It  is  not 
wholly  a  question  of  ordinary  comfort,  here.  I 
believe  that  the  present  conditions  under  which 
our  firemen  are  working  are  at  least  not  ungenerous. 
I  believe  Commissioner  Grady  himself  to  be  a 
humane  and  generous  commissioner,  interested,  as 
he  ought  to  be,  in  the  welfare  of  the  firemen.  I 
notice  that  in  an  article  on  the  Fire  Department, 
published  in  the  City  Record  of  October  31,  1914, 
he  summed  up  Boston's  treatment  of  its  firemen 
as  follows: 

"The  Orty  of  Boston  takes  better  care  of  its 
firemen  than  any  city   of  the  country." 

Then  he  went  into  details,  to  show  why,  and 
wound  up  by  saying: 

"On  the  whole,  the  firemen  ot  this  city  are  treated 
as  well,  if  not  better,  than  those  of  any  other  city  of 
the  countiy." 

I  tliink  we  all  know  that  during  the  decade  from 
1905  to  1915,  salaries  have  been  substantially 
increased;  the  daily  periods  for  meals  have  been 
gradually  increased.  In  1913  the  pay  of  our  fire- 
men was  increased  $100,  of  the  higher  officers 
somewhat  more;  and  in  1914  the  pay  of  privates 
was  advanced  another  $100.  I  agree  with  Coun. 
McDonald  that  it  is  not  wholly  a  question  of 
whether  we  can  get  men  at  this  compensation  to 
discharge  those  duties,  because  if  that  argument 
were  pushed  to  an  extreme  you  could  defend  prac- 
tically any  length  of  hours  and  almost  any  inade- 
quate degree  of  pay.  We  know  that  in  oui  lac- 
tones, in  our  industrial  establishments  and  in  many 
other  places,  the  hours  certainly  would  bo  very 
much  longer  than  they  are  and  than  they  ought  to 
be,  if  people  woiking  in  them  had  not  been  pro- 
tected by  legislation.  Still,  we  have  a  straw  which 
furnishes  some  line  on  conditions,  as  bearing  on 
the  attractiveness  ot  the  employment.  It  is 
worth  noticing  that  in  1915,  out  of  nearly  1,000 
men  in  the  department,  only  seven  resigned,  a 
negligible  number;  in  1914  out  oi  nearly  a  thou- 
sand men  in  the  department  bo  be  precise,  978,  only 
eight  resigned.  If  we  look  at  another  test,  the 
civil  service  examinations  in  1915,  99  passed  the 
examination,  mid  I  line  imc  vacancies  for  less  than 
half  of  that  number,  43;  in  1914,  119  passed  thi 
examination,  and  there  were  only  eight  vacancies  to 
be  filled  in  the  department.  I  do  not  want  to  over- 
emphasize either  of  those  two  features,  but  I  think 


in  reviewing  all  the  evidence,  which  it  is  our  duty  to 
do,  those  things  ought  to  be  looked  at.  It  has  been 
mentioned  here  that  the  policemen  get  one  day  off 
in  fifteen.  This  is  an  ordinance  which  proposes  to 
give  the  firemen  one  day  off  in  three.  1  agree  that 
the  fireman  should  have  his  day  off  come  around  - 
oftener  than  the  policeman,  because  his  duty  is 
continuous  practically,  or  nearly  so,  during  the 
twenty-four  hours.  But  my  impression  is  that  one 
day  off  in  fifteen,  on  the  whole,  is  a  greater  hard- 
ship for  the  policemen  than  one  day  off  in  five  for 
the  firemen.  I  confess  that  the  policeman  who 
most  often  attracts  my  attention  is  the  man  stand- 
ing at  the  crossing,  and  I  cannot  see  why  the  City  of 
Boston  should  give  that  man  only  one  day  off  in 
fifteen.  I  doubt  very  much  if  there  can  be  ad- 
vanced any  sound  argument  for  that.  I  am 
inclined  to  agree  with  the  others  who  have  called 
attention  to  that  fact,  that  it  is  really  the  police- 
man's turn,  if  it  is  anybody's  turn,  and  that,  if  it  is 
possible  to  find  the  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  nec- 
essary for  the  firemen — and  I  don't  see  where  it  is 
coming  from,  in  justice  to  the  other  people  of 
Boston,  and  nobody  has  pointed  out  just  where  it 
can  come  from — we  should  use  that  money  first  to 
improve  the  position  of  our  police  officers  and  give 
them  one  day  off  in  seven  or  eight.  Personally,  my 
present  state"  of  mind  is  that  if  that  bill  for  one  day 
off  in  eight  for  the  policemen,  which  came  before 
the  Legislature  recently,  were  before  me  for  action, 
I  should  vote  for  it.  Of  course,  I  tliink  we  ought  to 
look  into  those  questions.  I  don't  think  it  is 
proper  for  me  or  anybody  else  today  to  give  a  final 
opinion.  There  may  be  some  factors  about  it  of 
which  we  do  not  know.  But  it  is  a  pretty  good  Viet, 
as  I  see  it,  that  if  we  had  before  us  the  question  of 
giving  the  policemen  one  day  off  in  eight,  I  should 
feel  that  it  was  my  duty  to  vote  for  it.  So,  Mr. 
President,  without  attempting  to  deal  with  the 
legal  end  of  this  thing,  which,  however,  I  think 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked  for  a  minute,  and 
without  putting  to  one  side  the  fact  that  the  Mayor, 
so  far  as  I  know,  is  on  the  fence  and  in  my  judgment 
ought  to  get  off  the  fence,  I  am  willing  to  say  that 
my  position  today  is  that  it  is  not  expedient  and  I 
don't  think  it  is  fair  to  take  up  this  question  of  the 
firemen  and  deal  with  it,  giving  the  firemen  one 
day  off  in  three,  until  at  least  we  have  given  the 
policemen  one  clay  off  in  eight.  So  I  shall  vote 
against  this  ordinance  on  its  merits,  as  well  as 
being  influenced  by  the  advice  of  our  chairman,  so 
well  expressed,  on  the  question  of  law. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, at  least,  has  left  the  matter  in  the  air  as  to 
the  reason  for  the  increased  cost  in  maintenance 
of  the  Fire  Department,  which  he  says  has  taken 
place  in  the  last  ten  years.  He  said  that  the  cost 
of  running  the  department  has  increased  over  100 
per  cent,  and  then  he  says  it  is  not  because  of 
apparatus.  My  impression  is  that  he  wanted  us 
to  believe  that  it  was  because  of  the  men,  increases 
in  pay  or  additions  to  the  department.  But  he 
gave  it  as  a  reason  why  the  men  should  not  be 
granted  further  time  off.  He  also  says  that  Com- 
missioner Grady  should  know,  and  he  thinks  does 
know,  what  he  is  doing  and  saying,  in  sending  his 
report  to  the  Council.  I  asked  Commissioner 
Grady,  under  date  of  March  27,  how  many  men 
were  in  the  department  December  1,  1905,  when 
the  department  went  from  a  day  in  eight  to  a  day 
in  five  without  the  addition  of  one  man  to  the 
department,  and  I  asked  him  how  many  call  men 
were  in  the  department  December  I,  1905.  I  also 
asked  him  how  many  men  were  in  the  department 
March  1,  1916,  and  how  many  new  companies 
were  added  from  1905  to  1916.  He  reported  to  the 
City  Council  that  on  December  1,  1905,  there 
were  775  permanent  men  and  60  call  men,  making 
837  men  altogether,  and  he  said  that  on  March  1, 
1916,  there  were  966  permanent  men  and  no  call 
men.  But  during  that  time  he  added  12  new  coin- 
panics  of  93  men,  which  made,  including  call 
men,  about  an  equal  division,  taking  men  em- 
ployed in  1916  and  men  employed  in  1905.  That 
is,  they  have  granted  the  men  a  day  off  in  i\\'e 
instead  of  a.  day  off  in  eight,  and  there  has  not 
been  a  man  added.  If  that  is  true,  the  increase 
mini     have    been    for    something    else    besides    tile 

men.  tt  is  true  that  the  firemen  have  received 
S2( it i  increase,  the  lieutenants  $200,  captains  S200, 

and  the  district  chiefs  *SO0,  I  believe,  and  it  may 
be  that  that  figures  up  100  per  cent  Lncren  e  i<" 
the  ten  years,     lint  I  don't   think  it  does. 

Coun.  ST(i|;i;<  >\\  Mr.  President,  I  don't 
kn.m  whether  the  councilor  wants  to  have  me 
inieiTupi   him  at   i  his  time,  correcting  the  figures? 
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President    HAGAN — Does    the    councilor    yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  McDONALD— I  don't  care. 
Coun.  STORROW— I  think  perhaps  the  coun- 
cilor had  better  finish. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  another 
question  cropped  up  in  the  argument.  The  gentle- 
man wanted  to  know  where  the  Mayor  stood, 
why  he  did  not  come  off  the  fence.  I  have  never 
looked  at  the  Mayor's  position  in  this  matter  in 
that  light.  I  simply  thought  that  the  ordinance 
would  be  vetoed  or  signed  by  him  finally.  I  don't " 
know  as  he  has  told  the  Council  how  he  feels,  but 
if  we  pass  the  ordinance  and  put  it  up  to  him  he 
will  tell  us  his  position,  possibly  through  his  Cor- 
poration Counsel.  I  don't  think  we  ought  to  ask 
the  Mayor  where  he  fits  on  the  thing  at  this  time 
and  try  to  get  him  off  the  fence,  as  the  councilor 
says,  before  we  take  action.  I  think  we  ought  to 
act  on  the  matter.  The  gentleman,  in  trying  to 
show  that  this  is  such  a  nice  job,  says  that  only 
seven  men  resigned  in  one  year  and  eight  in  another 
year.  Well,  I  know  some  poor  unfortunate  fellows 
over  my  way,  and  no  doubt  the  gentleman  knows 
some  poor  unfortunate  fellows  over  his  way,  who 
have  worked  on  certain  jobs  twenty-five  years 
for  $12  a  week,  and  are  not  getting  as  much  pay 
as  a  city  laborer,  and  they  have  not  resigned. 
That  is  no  reason  for  saying  that  the  job  is  a  nice 
job,  because  a  fellow  does  not  resign.  The  gentle- 
man tells  us  that  a  lot  of  fellows  are  taking  the 
civil  service  examination  for  this  job.  Well,  if 
there  is  a  call  foi  a  civil  service  examination  for  any 
place,  you  will  get  a  large  number  of  applicants 
for  inspector,  probation  officer  or  any  other  place. 
Two  or  three  weeks  ago  there  was  a  chance  to  take 
an  examination  for  probation  officer,  and  300  took 
the  examination.  The  salary  was  $1,200  a  year, 
and  those  applying  were,  they  tell  me,  lawyers, 
engineeis,  men  from  the  Institute  of  Technology, 
fellows  who  had  a  college  tiaining.  I  don't  know 
whether  it  is  true  or  not,  but  one  of  the  successful 
men  told  me  that  Out  of  the  300  applicants  there 
were  only  fourteen  who  passed.  Of  course,  there 
are  a  good  many  young  men  who  apply  for  the 
position  of  firemen  and  who  take  the  civil  service 
examination.  They  have  got  to  be  young  men, 
because  there  is  an  age  limit,  and  there  is  a  height 
limit  and  a  weight  limit,  established  by  this  City 
Council.  You  have  got  to  be  a  young  man  to  take 
the  examination,  and  I  suppose  these  young  men 
are  following  other  walks  of  life  where  they  do  not 
at  their  age  get  as  good  a  stipend  as  a  fireman 
enjoys.  Therefore,  they  think  they  would  like  to 
be  firemen,  and  that  is  the  only  reason  why  they 
apply.  There  was  another  matter  that  the  gentle- 
man who  preceded  me  brought  up.  I  have  a  note 
of  it  here,  but  had  almost  forgotten  about  it.  He 
said  he  would  favor  the  day  off  in  eight  for  police- 
men if  he  had  a  chance  to  vote  for  it — that  he 
thought  at  least  the  policeman  he  had  come  in 
touch  with  more  often  than  others,  the  fellow  on 
the  crossing,  ought  not  to  have  to  work  fifteen  days 
before  getting  a  day  off.  I  understand,  and  I  think 
I  am  right  about  it,  that  the  crossing  officers  work 
only  six  days,  and  they  have  Sundays  and  holidays 
off.  They  do  not  work  on  Sundays  and  holidays 
because  of  the  job  they  hold  during  the  week. 
Therefore,  that  man  has  a  better  job  than  the  fire- 
man, because  he  has  Sundays  and  holidays  off, 
and  the  fireman  has  only  one  twenty-four  hours 
off  out  of  every  five  days  and  is  working  the  rest  of 
the  time. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  would  be 
very  sorry  to  have  any  figures  I  have  given  mis- 
understood, and  I  think  the  councilor  who  last 
spoke  was  perhaps  misled  by  an  expression  that  I 
used,  which  was  that  the  expenses  of  the  Fire 
Department  had  been  increasing  !00  per  cent  faster 
than  the  population.  He  translated  that  in  his 
mind  into  a  statement  that  the  expenses  had 
increased  100  per  cent.  That,  of  course,  is  another 
proposition.  The  expenses  in  1905  were  $]  ,341,000 
and  in  1915,  $2,053,000,  or  an  increase  of  $711,000, 
amounting  to  a  rate  of  53  per  cent  increase  for 
the  ten  years.  I  gave  those  figures,  but  perhaps 
misled  the  councilor  a  little  bit  by  using  the  term 
100  per  cent  as  showing  that  the  expenses  had 
increased  at  more  than  twice  the  rate  of  the  increase 
in  population. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  was  misled  was  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  councilor  said  that  in  Philadelphia  the  increase 
was  only  37  per  cent,  while  in  Boston  it  was  100 
per  cent.  I  did  not  hear  him  say,  in  regard  to 
Boston,  that  the  increase  was  100  per  cent  over 
the   increase   in   population.     But   he    didn't   say 


anything  about  the  Philadelphia  increase  being 
only  37  per  cent  over  the  increase  in  population, 
and  that  is  why  I  thought  he  meant  that  the  depart- 
ment increase  here  had  been  100  per  cent. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  the  last 
speaker  sees  no  reason  why  the  Mayor  should  get 
down  off  the  fence  before  the  Council  takes  action 
on  this  ordinance.  I  do  not  look  at  it  in  that 
way.  Whatever  the  precise  and  somewhat  intri- 
cate question  of  law  may  be,  it  cannot  be  success- 
fully contended  that  we  are  not  dealing  with  an 
executive  or  administrative  matter,  and  the  Mayor 
is  the  Chief  Executive.  Coun.  McDonald,  it  seemed 
to  me,  himself  furnished  one  very  good  argument 
why  the  Mayor,  as  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  city, 
should  get  down  off  the  fence  and  tell  us  what  he 
thinks  about  this  before  it  comes  up  here  for  final 
action,  because  the  councilor  opposite  pointed  out 
that,  while  the  expenses  of  the  department  had 
increased  something  like  three  quarters  of  a  million 
dollars  in  the  last  ten  years,  apparently  only  a  small 
part  of  that  increase  has  gone  towards  increasing 
the  compensation  of  the  firemen.  That  is  not  a 
legislative  matter;  that  is  a  matter  which  the  Chief 
Executive  of  the  city  should  look  into.  If  it  is 
true,  as  Coun.  McDonald  apprehends,  that  we 
have  had  a  great  increase  here  with  a  very  small 
increase  in  the  number  of  men  and  a  small  increase 
in  the  rate  of  pay,  which  does  not  explain  the  large 
increases  in  expenses,  then  the  money  must  be 
going  in  some  other  direction  and  possibly  it 
may  be  wasted.  That  is  an  executive  matter, 
the  manner  of  spending  the  city's  money,  finding 
out  where  the  city's  money  has  gone,  and  the 
Mayor  is  responsible  for  the  spending  of  that 
money.  The  Mayor  should  look  into  the  matter, 
confer  with  the  head  of  the  Fire  Department, 
appointed  by  himself,  and  find  out  how  and  where 
that  money  is  being  expended,  and  he  might 
indeed  find  that  a  very  large  part  of  the  money 
that  would  be  necessary  for  the  proposed  changes 
would  be  obtained,  as  seems  to  be  the  councilor's 
impression,  already  in  the  department,  by  perhaps 
saving  some  unnecessary  expenses.  So  it  seems 
to  me  a  mere  trifling  to  say  that  this  is  in  form  an 
ordinance.  In  effect  it  is  an  executive  matter. 
In  fact,  it  may  be  that  the  money  already  exists 
in  the  department  for  giving  the  men  added  time 
off,  and  the  Mayor,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  come 
out  squarely  and  say  where  he  stands  and  advise 
us  of  his  views  and  of  the  possibilities  of  the  case, 
before  we  are  asked  to  take  this  final  vote. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  feel  that 
every  member  of  the  Council  has  made  up  his 
mind  on  this  particular  proposition,  after  having 
been  present  at  the  various  hearings  held  by  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  after  having  read  the 
testimony  which  was  taken  at  the  hearings,  after 
having  read  the  briefs  submitted  by  the  attorney 
for  the  firemen,  and  also  by  the  representatives  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  I  don't  believe 
that  I  can  convert  any  one  today  to  my  way  of 
thinking  if  he  does  not  already  agree  with  me.  I 
have  my  own  opinion  in  reference  to  our  power  and 
authority  to  pass  such  an  ordinance  as  is  before 
this  Council  today.  In  1909  two  acts  were  passed 
which,  of  course,  were  cited  by  counsel  on  both 
sides.  One  was  the  General  Act  referring  to  laws 
relating  tolabor;  the  other  Act  was  the  Act  amending 
the  city  charter  of  Boston.  The  Legislature,  when 
it  passed  the  Act  relating  to  labor,  knew  of  the 
report  of  the  Finance  Commission  in  regard  to  the 
administration  of  the  City-of  Boston;  but,  never- 
theless, the  Legislature  passed  that  Act,  which  said 
that  any  city  may  by  ordinance  and  any  town  may 
by  law  establish  the  hours  of  labor  of  the  members 
of  the  Fire  Department.  I  think  if  the  Legisla- 
ture intended  to  give  this  power  to  every  city  and 
town  in  Massachusetts  with  the  exception  of  Boston, 
the  Legislature  would  have  said,  in  so  many  specific 
words,  "any  city  except  Boston,  and  any  town 
may  by  law  establish  the  hours  of  labor  of  the 
members  of  the  Fire  Department."  That  is 
but  my  own  individual  opinion.  I  feel  that  that 
right  which  was  given  to  every  other  city  and  town 
should  be  given  to  the  City  of  Boston,  through  its 
City  Council.  Of  course,  we  hear  a  great  deal 
about  the  violation  of  the  city's  charter,  and  I 
believe  I  myself  am  possibly  one  of  those  who  did 
violate  the  city  charter,  and  I  never  went  to  jail 
for  it.  Section  3  of  the  charter  says  that  all 
appropriations  shall  originate  with  the  Mayor. 
A  great  many  people  believe  that  we  violated  the 
charter  when  we  put  up  to  him  three  or  four  differ- 
ent times  a  segregated  budget  for  the  Sewer 
Service.  It  was  really  an  administrative  function 
in  the  minds  of  many  citizens  of  Boston,  and  there 
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was  in  the  minds  of  many  a  direct  prohibition 
against  the  City  Council  originating  an  appro- 
priation for  the  Sewer  Service  of  the  city.  But 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council  did 
not  pay  much  attention  to  their  legal  rights  in  the 
matter.  Of  course,  the  object  to  be  obtained  was 
to  be  the  benefit  of  the  city,  but,  as  I  say,  a  great 
many  people  in  this  city  believe  that  we  violated 
the  city  charter.  We  have  heard  about  section  8, 
which  says: 

"Neither  the  City  Council,  nor  any  member  or 
committee,  officer,  or  employee  thereof  shall, 
except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  act,  directly 
or  indirectly,  on  behalf  of  the  city  or  of  the  County 
of  Suffolk  take  part  in  the  employment  of  labor," 
and  then,  further  on,  "nor  in  the  conduct  of  the 
executive  or  administrative  business  of  the  city 
or  county." 

In  the  first  instance,  I  have  always  believed 
that  that  provision  which  says  that  neither  the 
City  Council  nor  any  member  thereof  shall  take 
part  in  the  employment  of  labor  was  for  the 
purpose  of  remedying  the  abuse  that  might  result 
from  holding  up  the  Mayor  of  the  city  and  hold- 
ing up  the  administration  for  jobs  and  asking 
for  places  on  the  pay  roll.  1  think  that  was  the 
idea  of  that  particular  section  of  the  city  charter. 
It  was  not  long  ago  that  the  majority  members  of 
this  Council  passed  an  order  which  contained  a 
list  of  streets  of  the  city  which  were  to  be  paved, 
and  that  list  settled  how  the  streets  were  to  be 
paved  and  what  particular  kind  of  pavement  was 
to  be  used.  Some  of  us  believed  that  by  that  act 
the  majority  members  of  the  Council  had  violated 
the  city  charter  and  the  provisions  of  section  8. 
I  thought  when  that  matter  was  before  the  Council 
that  it  was  executive  work,  belonging  to  the 
Mayor  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
the  Commissioner  recehing  $9,000  a  year  to  look 
after  the  city's  streets.  But,  as  I  say,  the  charter 
in  the  opinion  of  some  people  has  been  violated, 
and  there  is  always  a  question  of  our  legal  rights, 
and  perhaps  always  will  be,  so  long  as  the  City 
Council  is  in  existence  and  there  is  a  city  charter,  a 
question  as  to  the  relative  rights  of  the  Mayor  and 
of  the  City  Council  in  transacting  the  city's  busi- 
ness. But,  as  I  said  in  the  beginning,  I  feel  that 
under  the  law  which  says  that  any  city  may  by 
ordinance  establish  the  hours  of  labor  of  the 
members  of  the  Fire  Department,  this  Council  has 
the  right  to  act  in  the  manner  proposed  and  is  not 
intruding  upon  the  executive  or  trjing  to  exercise 
an  executive  function.  When  this  matter  was 
before  the  committee  we  received  a  number  of 
letters.  I  received  52,  three  of  them  from  one 
firm,  all  on  the  same  style  paper  and  in  the  same 
language,  and  the  majority  of  those  letters  in  tone 
opposed  the  establishment  of  a  day  off  in  three 
for  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department.  Most 
of  the  letters  said  that  we  should  appropriate  more 
money  for  the  streets,  and,  as  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton know,  more  than  $500,000  was  appropriated. 
The  main  argument  that  they  put  before  the 
Council  then  was  that  the  city's  streets  should 
first  be  fixed  up,  even  though  the  firemen  them- 
selves had  said  that,  by  a  re-arrangement  of  hours 
and  their  giving  up  some  of  tho  hours  they  now 
have,  this  plan  could  be  put  into  operation  in  the 
City  of  Boston  without  the  expenditure  of  any 
additional  money  on  the  part  of  the  city.  We 
were  told  at  the  hearings  and  have  been  told  at 
other  times  that  there  wps  always  a  long  list  of 
applicants  for  the  Fire  Department,  and  1  think 
I  colled  attention  to  the  fact  that  at  the  State 
House  a  person  can  find  at  the  labor  office,  where 
Mr.  Gilbert  is  in  charge,  that  2,265  laborers  on 
June  7  of  this  year  had  registered  for  ordinary 
laboring  work,  1,077  teamsters,  189  chauffeurs, 
110  carpenters,  120  engineers,  and  so  on  down  the 
line.  You  can  always  find  at  the  Civil  Service 
office  at  the  State  House,  where  people  have  taken 
examinations  for  the  state  and  city  services,  that 
there  are  a  great  many  men  and  women  taking  all 
kinds  of  examinations  for  clerkships  and  for 
stenographic  work,  and  I  have  n  list  here  of  those 
who  were  on  the  list  and  had  passed  the  examina- 
tions on  June  7,  1910.  But  I  am  not  going  to 
burden  the  members  of  the  Council  by  reading 
the  entire  list.  I  believe  there  is  a  humanitarian 
side  to  this  question,  and  I  feel  that  ninety-six 
hours  on  duty  is  too  long  for  the  members  of  the 
Fue  Department.  I  believe  the  majority  of  tho 
men  ar9  mariied.  I  was  at  Engine  10  one  night 
and  asked  about  the  men  of  the  company,  trying 
to  find  out  what  men  were  married  and  what 
families  they  had,  and  I  found  that  taking  the 
eleven  men  in  the  company,  all  but  two  had  chil- 


dren. One  man  had  three'children,  one  had  two, 
another  three,  and  two  and  three  seemed  to  be 
the  usual  number  of  children  that  each  fireman 
had.  One  man  who  was  not  married  was  support- 
ing a  sister  and  brother,  one  of  them  an  invalid. 
That  brings  me  to  this  point,  that  these  men  have 
asked  for  time  off  for  the  purpose  of  being  with 
the  members  of  their  families  a  little  more,  a  little 
longer.  When  the  eight-hour  clay  was  given  to 
the  firemen  and  the  railroad  men  by  the  United 
States  Congress,  and  the  bill  was  signed  by  the 
Piesident,  the  real  argument  that  was  advanced 
by  the  presidents  of  the  various  brotherhoods  and 
orders  of  railway  conductors,  trainmen  and 
engineers,  was  that  this  bill  would  give  them  the 
opportunity  to  be  more  at  home  with  the  members 
of  their  families,  would  give  them  an  opportunity 
to  live  in  human  companionship  with  their  families, 
to  be  relieved  of  inhuman  hours,  to  gain  the  benefits, 
socially,  hygienically  and  industrially,  that  come 
with  a  reasonable  time  for  employment  and  for 
i  est  and  reeieation.  They  stood  for  the  shorter 
hours  as  a  humane,  just  proposition,  and  all  of 
these  statements — and  there  are  four  of  them, 
with  which  I  will  not  burden  the  record — use  the 
same  argument,  that  the  granting  of  the  demand 
meant  a  little  more  time  off  with  the  members  of 
their  families.  I  remember  when  Mr.  Grarly  was 
appointed  Fire  Commissioner  of  the  city,  and  a 
reporter  from  the  Boston  Post  visited  his  wife  and 
had  an  interview  with  her.  The  whole  tone  of 
that  interview  with  Commissioner  Grady's  wife 
was  to  the  effect  that  she  was  happy  because  of 
the  fact  that  he  would  be  more  at  home,  and  I  am 
going  to  burden  the  record  with  this  statement, 
which  I  got  from  the  Boston  Post  of  March  8, 
1914,  reading  it  so  that  it  will  appear  in  the  record. 
This  was  when  his  name  was  before  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  for  approval  as  commissioner. 
The  article  is  headed,  "Why  Fire  Chief  Grady's 
Wife  is  Happy,"  and  it  goes  on: 

"  Radiant  with  joy  at  the  thought  that  she  would 
soon  have  the  companionship  of  her  husband  much 
more  than  ever  before  in  their  married  life,  Mrs. 
John  Grady,  the  wife  of  the  now  acting  chief,  con- 
sented to  tell  a  Sunday  Post  reporter  of  a  side  of 
Mr.  Grady's  life  that  has  not  before  been  brought 
to  public  attention.  Mrs.  Grady  has  been  ill  more 
or  less  of  late,  and  when  she  was  told  that  her  hus- 
band had  been  named  by  the  Mayor  as  the  com- 
missioner, the  joy  nearly  caused  a  reaction.  'You 
see,  it  is  not  because  I  am  glad  he  has  been  pro- 
moted or  because  of  the  increased  salary  that  he 
will  receive  that  makes  me  happy,'  she  told  the 
reporter,  'but  because  I  will  see  more  of  him. 
One  day  off  in  five  isn't  much  for  a  man  to  spend 
with  his  wife  and  it  makes  me  very  happy  to  think 
that  John  will  be  at  home  every  night.  I  can 
hardly  believe  it.  Why,  for  years  he  has  not  spent 
a  Sunday  with  me  except  on  the  few  times  that  his 
day  off  has  come  on  that  day.  We  have  been 
comrades  all  through  our  thirty-three  years  and 
it  has  been  kind  of  hard  to  live  this  way,  but  maybe 
our  reward  has  come  at  last.' " 

She  said  that  the  lot  of  the  wife  of  a  fireman  was 
not  an  easy  one  and  that  the  people  of  Boston  as 
a  whole  do  not  realize  what  it  is  to  be  the  wife  of  a 
fireman,  and  especially  of  one  who  is  all  the  time 
taking  risks.  If  a  fireman's  wife  or  children  are 
sick  at  home  he  must  return  to  quarters  just  the 
same.  I  say  that  the  City  of  Boston  can  put  this 
into  operation  if  other  cities  have  done  it,  with  the 
men  giving  up  some  of  their  time.  They  do  take 
chances.  All  men,  I  suppose,  will  admit  that.  A 
young  fellow  who  used  to  work  with  me  went  into 
the  Fire  Department  and  lost  three  toes  by  being 
run  over  by  the  engine  of  old  Ladder  3,  Harrison 
avenue.  Another  friend  of  mine  who  lived  at  the 
South  End,  well  known  to  the  City  Clerk,  a  young 
man  in  the  prime  of  life,  would  probably  be  alive 
today  if  he  had  rrot  lost  his  life  in  the  fire  at  the 
Dagney  apartments .  Of  course,  the  city  gave  his 
wife  the  ordinary  annuity  of  $300  a  year  so  long 
as  she  remains  unmarried,  but  he  lost  his  life. 
These  men  do  take  chances.  Everv  time  they  go 
on  the  street  to  a  fire  they  take  their  lives  in  their 
hands.  I  believe  all  tho  members  realize  that, 
and  that  no  argument  along  that,  line  is  necessary. 
But  I  believe  if  St.  Louis  could  put  this  into  opera- 
tion the  City  of  Boston  can  put.  it  into  operation 
without  any  loss  of  efficiency.  Boston  will  not 
be  leading  the  way  in  this  regard,  and  has  not  led 
the  way.  Chicago  has  a  day  off  in  three,  and  so 
has  St.  Louis,  Cleveland,  Dayton  and  Schenecl  ,lv  . 
and  Boston  could  at  least  try  the  experiment  and 
demonstrate  whether  or  not  it  can  be  put  into 
successful  operation.     My  opinion  is  this,  that  if 
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a  day  off  in  three  is  not  put  into  operation,  sooner 
or  later  we  will  see  not  only  in  Boston  but  in  most 
of  the  cities  of  Massachusetts  a  two-platoon  system 
which  will  be  much  more  expensive  to  the  cities 
and  the  towns.  We  heard  arguments  at  the  hear- 
ing about  there  not  being  enough  men  in  the  Fire 
Department  at  the  present  time.  Nevertheless, 
the  city  uses  men  of  the  Fire  Department  in  flushing 
the  streets  sometimes — two  men,  and  sometimes 
three  or  more — and  those  men  are  sometimes  sent 
out  with  the  hose  carts,  men  have  been  detailed 
to  the  Fire  Alarm  Service  from  thft  branch  of  the 
Fire  Department;  men  have  gone  out  salting 
hydrants,  ringing  fire  alarm  boxes,  and  so  on.  If 
that  is  weakening  the  department  possibly  it  may 
be  necessary'  for  the  commissioner  to  change  his 
rules  and  not  have  anything  more  of  that  kind  done 
in  the  future.  At  the  hearing  there  was  an  intima- 
tion that  if  the  day  off  in  three  was  put  into  opera- 
tion a  rise  in  insurance  rates  might  result.  I,  for 
one,  think  there  is  plenty  of  work  for  the  insurance 
companies  to  do  without  raising  their  rates  at  this 
particular  time,  or  even  if  this  should  go  into  opera- 
tion. We  have  been  told  that  the  fire  losses  are 
greater  now  than  they  used  to  be.  I  think  the 
insurance  companies  themselves  could  reduce  the 
fire  losses  a  great  deal  if  they  would  be  a  little  more 
particular  as  to  whose  property  they  insure.  I 
understand  that  in  many  cases  they  insure  property 
that  they  never  see.  I  have  been  told,  for  instance, 
with  reference  to  household  furniture,  that  a  man 
will  buy  furniture  for  a  small  amount  and  get 
insurance  up  on  it,  and  that  then  a  fire  will  con- 
veniently start  in  that  particular  place.  A  fireman 
told  me  once  about  a  fire  where  that  thing,  in  his 
opinion,  took  place,  and  where  there  were  powder 
marks  on  the  floor  which  gave  him  the  idea  that 
the  fire  was  set  to  get  the  insurance.  Possibly  if 
the  fire  insurance  companies  were  a.  little  more 
particular  the  fire  losses  would  not  be  as  great. 
As  to  the  efficiency  of  the  one  day  off  in  three  sys- 
tem, I  have  a  few  letters  which  I  have  received,  one 
from  St.  Louis,  two  from  Schenectady  and  one  from 
Chicago,  and,  referring  to  those  letters,  I  am  going 
to  read  a  short  statement  into  the  record  as  to  the 
efficiency  in  those  particular  cities.  Mr.  Hender- 
son, the  chief  of  the  fire  department  in  St.  Louis, 
said,  "It  is  absolutely  efficient  from  the  very  fact 
that  the  first  year  fire  losses  were  reduced  more 
than  one  million  dollars."  Then,  Chief  Henry  R. 
Yates,  chief  engineer  of  the  Schenectady  depart- 
ment— and,  of  course,  I  admit  that  Schenectady 
is  a  smarl  city  and  has  a  small  department, — says, 
"It  is  working  out  very  satisfactorily."  Further 
he  says:  "  It  is  working  to  perfection  in  every  par- 
ticular. We  get  better  service  from  the  men  and 
they  are  all  well  pleased.  We  would  not  think  of 
returning  to  any  former  systems."  Then,  in  a 
letter  to  me  he  say s :  "  We  have  found  that  it  works 
out  to  perfection."  Thomas  O'Connor,  fire  mar- 
shal of  Chicago,  under  date  of  November  9,  1915, 
says:  "As  regards  this  effecting  the  efficiency  of 
the  department,  I  feel  that  it  has  brought  it  up  to 
a  higher  standard."  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
-  fact  that  these  men  are  on  duty  and,  in  my  opinion, 
at  work  ninety-six  hours  of  120,  I  feel  that  I,  for 
one,  have  the  right  under  the  law  and  am  justified 
in  voting  to  make  their  condition  a  little  better, 
and  I  intend  to  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

The  ordinance  was  rejected,  yeas  3,  nays  5: 
Yeas — Coun.    Attridge,    Ballantyne,    McDonald 
—3. 

Nays — Coun.  Coleman,  Collins,  Hagan,  Kenny, 
Storrow— 5.  . 

2.  Report  on  communication  from  Finance 
Commission  (referred  February  28),  relative  to 
ordinance  for  one  day  in  three  for  firemen — that  the 
same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;   communication  placed  on  file. 

3.  Report  on  request  from  Finance  Commission 
(referred  January  24),  for  time  for  report  on  ordi- 
nance relative  to  hours  of  labor  for  firemen— that 
the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Repprt  accepted;  communication  placed  on  file. 

4- i.  Report  on  communication  from  Fire  Com- 
missioner (referred  March  20),  relative  to  day  off  in 
three  for  firemen — that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  communication  placed  on 
file..   ;; 

5.  Report  oh  ordinance  (referred  January  10) , 
relative  to  hours  of  labor  for  firemen — that  ho 
furtheraetion  is- necessary. 

Report  accepted. 


TIME   OFF   FOR  FIREMEN. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
of  Boston  hereby  favor  the  granting  of  one  day's 
leave  of  absence  in  three  to  the  members  of  the 
Fire  Department,  believing  it  to  be  a  simple 
measure  of  justice  to  the  members  of  a  department 
which  is  entitled  to  the  greatest  consideration  on 
the  part  of  the  citizens  and  the  city  government. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  present  the  resolution  is  because  in  all  our 
meetings  and  hearings  we  considered  the  day  off  in 
three  proposition  from  the  legal  aspect,  the  right 
of  the  Council  to  consider  the  matter.  I  think  the 
men  are  entitled  to  some  action  on  our  part  show- 
ing our  feeling  upon  this  matter,  aside  from  the 
fact  that  we  vote  against  the  ordinance  because 
certain  members  do  not  consider  that  we  have  a 
legal  right  to  act  in  the  matter.  If  it  is  true  that 
we  have  no  legal  right  to  do  this,  we  should  at  least 
say  to  these  men,  "We  think  you  are  entitled  to 
more  time  off  and  that  you  should  have  it."  That 
is  my  reason  for  presenting  this  resolution. 

The   resolution   was   referred  to   the   Executive 

Committee.  

PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  Josiah 
H.  Goddard,  trustee  (referred  October  2),  for 
release  of  restrictions  on  land  on  Wareham  and 
Maiden  streets — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  for  a  nominal 
consideration  to  execute  an  instrument  satisfactory 
in  form  to  the  Law  Department  whereby  the  city 
shall,  so  far  as  it  may  lawfully  do  so  without  affect- 
ing the  legal  or  equitable  rights  of  other  persons, 
release  the  restrictions  and  conditions  now  remain- 
ing in  force  so  far  as  they  affect  the  land  in  Boston, 
bounded  southwesterly  by  Wareham  street  and 
northerly  by  the  southerly  line  of  Maiden  street, 
as  fully  described  in  Land  Court  Certificate  No. 
8372  in  the  Suffolk  Registry  District,  being  the 
greater  portion  of  the  lands  conveyed  by  the  city 
to  John  J.  McNutt,  by  deeds  dated  Julv  14,  1863, 
October  20,  1875,  March  26,  1877,  and  May  10, 
1877,  and  respectively  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  830,  page  312,  Book  1297,  page  139  and 
Book  1375,  pages  113,  114  and  115. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  in  regard 
to  this  particular  report  and  order  I  will  simply  say 
that  the  order  has  been  drawn  by  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, and  that  the  restrictions  are  similar  to  those  . 
released  some  weeks  ago  for  Mr.  Phipps.  If  this 
order  today  goes  on  its  passage  for  the  first  time, 
it  will  remain  on  the  table  for  two  weeks  before 
final  action,  so  that  the  members  can  investigate  it. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  second  reading  not  less 
than  fourteen  days  from  date. 


PERAMBULATION   OF    BOUNDARIES. 
Coun.    McDONALD,    for    the    Perambulating 
Committee,  submitted  the  following  (Doc.  105): 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
lines  and  bound  marks  between  the  City  of  Boston 
and  the  cities  of  Revere,  Everett,  Somerville  and 
Newton,  and  the  towns  of  Brookline,  Dedham  and 
Milton,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  attended 
to  the  duty  with  which  they  were  charged  and  have 
examined  and  verified  with  the  committee  appointed 
by  said  cities  and  towns  the  several  boundaries  and 
bound  marks  in  the  existing  boundary  lines,  and 
they  submit  herewith  descriptions  of  the  same  for 
record.  The  committee  authorizes  the  re-setting 
of  eight  monuments  in  the  boundary  line  between 
Boston  and  Brookline,  and  one  monument  in  the 
boundary  line  between  Boston  and  Dedham. 

Daniel  J.  McDonald, 
John  J.  Attridge, 

Councilors. 
James  Donovan, 

City  Clerk. 
John  F.  Dever, 

Clerk  of  Committees. 
Frank  O.  Whitney, 
Chief  Engineer  Street  Laying-Out  Department. 
Report  accepted  and  ordered  printed. 


NOVEMBER    8,    1916. 
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SIGNS   AT    DRAWBRIDGES. 

Coun.  STORROW  offered  the  following: 
In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 

An  Ordinance  Concerning  Speed  of  Street  Cars 
at  Drawbridges. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston, 
as  follows: 

There  shall  be  maintained  a  sign  or  mark  either 
between  the  tracks,  on  the  curb  or  at  other, con- 
venient place,  200  feet  from  the  gates  on  each  side 
of  all  drawbridges  crossed  by  street  cars  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  street  cars  shall  proceed  from  said 
sign  or  mark  to  the  place  where  the  gate  of  the 
drawbridge  is  located  at  a  speed  not  exceeding  six 
miles  per  hour. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


COMMITTEE   APPOINTMENTS. 

The  President  announced  the  appointments  of 
Coun.  Lehy  on  the  following  committees  to  fill 
vacancies  caused  by  the  death  of  Coun.  Coulthurst. 
The  committees  are  as  follows:  County  Accounts; 
Parkman  Fund;  Printing;     Soldiers'  Relief. 


SALE   OF  GALLOP'S   ISLAND.  . 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  4,  viz.: 

4.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city  to  convey  to  the  United  States  of  America 
by  a  suitable  quitclaim  deed  in  a  manner  satisfac- 
tory to  the  Law  Department  and  for  a  considera- 
tion of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
the  island  situated  in  the  harbor  of  said  Boston, 
known  as  Gallop's  Island,  together  with  the  build- 
ings thereon  and  all  the  property  used  in  connection 
with  the  Quarantine  Service  hitherto  performed 
by  the  city;  excepting  that  portion  of  said  island 
now  owned  by  the  United  States  of  America,  here- 
tofore conveyed  to  it  by  the  city. 

On  October  24  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and 
passed,  yeas  9. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  4.38  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  6.03  p.  m. 


REDUCTION  OF  CITY  DEBT. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  a  report  on  message  of  Mayor 
and  ordinance  (referred  September  14)  relative  to 
Sinking  Funds  Department  and  reduction  of  city 
debt — recommending  passage  of  ordinance  in  the 
following  new  draft: 

City  of  Boston, 

In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixteen. 

An  Ordinance  Concerning  the  Use  of  the  Sinking 

Funds. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  Section  two  of  chapter  thirty-one  of 
the  Revised  Ordinance  of  1914  is  hereby  amended 
by  striking  out  said  section  and  substituting  there- 
for the  following  new  section — -Section  2.  When- 
ever the  amount  of  any  sinking  fund  exceeds  tin- 
entire  amount  of  the  debt  for  the-  payment  of  which 
it  was  established,  the  commissioners  shall  use  tin- 
surplus  for  the  purchase  and  cancellation  of  any 
outstanding  bonds  of  the  city;  and  whenever  the 
amount,  of  any  sinking  fund  is  greater  than  is 
required  with  ii^  accumulations  i<>  meet  its  debt  at 
maturity  the  surplus  of  such  amount  may  be  used 
by  the  commissioners  to  obtain  and  cancel  any  part 
of  such  debt.  The  pro. ■ceils  of  all  sales  of  land  and 
buildings,  other  than  school  lands,  shall  be  applied 

by  the  commissioners  to  the  reduction  and  cancella- 
tion of  any  part  of  any  outstanding  debt  of  the  city. 
Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  I  his  is  a,  new- 
draft  of  the  Mayor's  ordinance.  The  reasons  for 
the  ordinance  are  self-evident  if  one  reads  the  letter 


from  the  City  Auditor,  which  I  will  ask  to  have  read 
and  incorporated  into  the  records  of  this  meeting. 
The  letter  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Auditing  Department,  September  8,  1916. 
Hon.  John  A.  Sullivan, 

Corporation  Counsel: 

Dear  .Sir, — I  wish  to  submit  for  your  considera- 
tion the  following  amendments  to  chapter  31  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1914:  In  section  2,  fifth  line, 
after  the  word  "advisable,"  add,  "or  may  use  the 
same  for  the  purchase  and  cancellation  of  any  out- 
standing serial  bonds  of  the  city." 

Also  strike  out- all  after  the  word  "city"  in  the 
next  to  the  last  line  of  said  section. 

My  reason  for  suggesting  these  changes  are  as 
follows:  The  Cochituate  Water  Sinking  Fund  now 
exceeds  the  amount  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Debt; 
this  condition  has  been  brought  about  by  the  can- 
cellation of  large  amounts  of  water  debt  with 
moneys  received  from  the  sale  of  the  works  to  the 
Commonwealth.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  sinking 
fund  surplus  should  be  used,  as  far  as  possible,  for 
the  purchase  and  cancellation  of  serial  bonds  issued 
for  water  purposes,  of  which  there  is  now  S384.000 
outstanding;  the  ordinance  as  now  worded  does 
not  permit  of  this  being  done. 

The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  land  and  buildings 
should  be  used  to  cancel  the  particular  bonds  issued 
for  the  original  purchase  of  the  land  and  buildings, 
when  obtainable.  To  illustrate:  The  receipts 
from  the  sale  of  the  fire  3tation  lot,  Charlestown, 
could  have  been  used  to  cancel  a  like  amount  of 
serial  bonds  issued  for  its  purchase  if  the  com- 
missioners had  possessed  the  authority.  If  this  is 
not  entirely  clear  to  you  I  shall  be  glad  to  confer 
with  you  or  furnish  any  additional  information. 
Very  truly, 

J.    Alfred    Mitchell, 

City    Auditor. 

Report  accepted,  original  ordinance  rejected, 
and  the  substitute  ordinance  as  reported  in  new 
draft  passed. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  a  report  on  order  (referred 
October  31)  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  submit  a  loan  order  to  the  City  Council  covering 
the  amount  necessary  for  land  for  Consumptives' 
Hospital  Building,  Out- Patient  Department — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report. accepted;  order  passed. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE      REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  of  John  P.  Bogan, 
John  Kennedy  and  Thomas  F.  Ford  (referred  today) 
for  retirement  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765 
of  the  Acts  of  1914 — recommending  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
t915,  John  P.  Bogan,  employed  in  the  labor  service 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  John  Kennedy,  employed  in 
the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  i  la- 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1911,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Thomas  F.  Ford,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  "f  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Repi  o  i  accepted;   order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  resolution  (referred  today)  that 
the  Council  favors  the  granting  of  ono  day's  leave 
of  absenco  in  three  to  members  of  the  Fire 
Department      I  led  lie-  same  ought  not  to  pass. 
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The  report  wag  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  will  ask 
for  a  roll  call  and  will  say  that  if  Coun.  Ballantyne 
were  here  he  would  vote  yes. 

The  resolution  was  rejected,  yeas  2,  nays  5. 

Yeas — Coun.  Attridge,  McDonald — 2. 

Nays — Coun.  Coleman,  Collins,  Hagan,  Kenny, 
Storrow — 5. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred  today) 
transmitting  orders  for  transfers  from  various 
items  in  the  segregated  budget  to  other  items,  in 
conformity  with  request  of  department  heads — ■ 
that  the  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    orders  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  October  31,  viz.: 

1.  Edwin  E.  Houston,  George  A.  Exley.  Abra- 
ham H.  Radio,  Charles  E.  Jameson  and  Julius 
Stepat,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

2.  G.  Kendrick  Smith,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

3.  Philip  Berwin,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee 
— Coun.  Attridge  and  McDonald.     Whole  number 


of  ballots  cast  8,  yeas  8,  and  the  several  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


CONVENIENCE    STATION,     GROVE     HALL. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  Coun.  Ballan- 
tyne has  been  obliged  to  return  home  and  has 
asked  me  to  present  an  order  for  him,  which  I 
am  glad  to  do  in  his  absence. 

Coun.  KENNY,  for  Coun.  Ballantyne,  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $12,000  be  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  by  the  Health  Commis- 
sion.-" r  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  erection  of  a 
public  convenience  station  in  the  vicinity  of  Grove 
Hall,  Roxbur/I  and  that  to  meet  the  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  ATTRIDGE  general  recon- 
sideration of  all  action  taken  today  was  refused. 

Adjourned  at  6.11  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KENNY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  November  20,  at 
2  p.  m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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Monday,  November  13,  1916. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair,  and  all  the  mem- 
bers present. 

The  Clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting,  as 
follows: 

City  of  BostoD, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  11,  1916. 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

A  special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  will  be 
held  at  the  City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on 
Monday,  November  13,  1916,  at  2  p.  m.,  to  con- 
sider the  removal  of  street  railway  cars  from  certain 
portions  of  Washington  street,  to  consider  an  amend- 
ment to  the  order  recently  passed  by  the  Council 
relative  to  the  sale  of  Gallop's  Island,  and  such 
other  business  as  may  properly  come  before  the 
meeting. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present), 
viz.: 

Twelve  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  Novem- 
ber 22,  1916: 

Louis  M.  Hammond,  Jr..  Ward  23;  Thomas 
Boylan.  Ward  22;  James  J.  Hetherington,  Ward  15; 
Martin  Jordan,  Ward  8;  Frederick  A.  Morev, 
Ward  25;  William  Ruhser,  Ward  22;  George  F. 
Drown,  Ward  22;  Frederick  O.  Knowles,  Ward 
20;  Charles  H.  Rose,  Ward  20;  Frederic  D.  Fisk, 
Ward  10:  Theodore  Gerloff,  Ward  23;  Jeremiah  A. 
McGovern,  Ward  24. 

Six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court,  Fifth 
Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  November  27, 
1916: 

Thomas  F.  Lovett,  Ward  9;  Frank  C.  Lovell, 
Ward  17;  William  H.  Garland,  Ward  9;  William 
Shaw,  Ward  20;  Franklin  M.  Erlenbach,  Ward 
24;  Fred  L.  Voehner,  Word  22. 


TEMPORARY   DISCONTINUANCE   OF 
STREET   CARS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  13,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Washington  street,  between  Essex 
and  Franklin  streets,  is  subject  to  such  congestion 
as  to  make  necessary  certain  regulations  relative  to 
the  use  thereof  by  cars  of  the  street  railway  com- 
pany. At  the  time  that  the  Washington  Street 
Tunnel  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
was  constructed,  it  was  generally  understood  that 
the  company  would  cease  operation  of  electric  cars 
on  Washington  street,  between  these  points.  This 
has  never  been  done,  however,  and  in  the  opinion 
of  business  men  and  engineers  who  have  made  a 
study  of  traffic  conditions  in  this  section,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  cars  be  taken  from  the  section 
of  Washington  street  referred  to,  at  least  during 
the  holiday  season,  for  the  benefit  of  shoppers  and 
pedestrians  generally.  Accordingly,  I  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  operation  of  street  railway  cars 
on  Washington  street,  between  Essex  and  Franklin 
streets,  be  discontinued  from  December  15,  1916,  to 
January  5,  1917,  inclusive. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


-   WARRANTY  DEED,  GALLOP'S-  ISLAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  13, 1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  order  adopted  by  your  honor- 
able body  under  dates  of  October  24  and  November 
8,  providing  for  the  sale  of  Gallop's  Island,  together 
with  buildings  thereon,  and  all  the  property  used 
in  connection  with  the  quarantine  service,  to  the 
Federal  Government  provided  that  the  City  of 
Boston  should  give  a  quitclaim  deed.  The  Fed- 
eral Government  requires  that  this  deed  be  a 
warranty  deed.  You  are  accordingly  requested 
to  approve  the  appended  order  which  provides  for 
the  execution  of  a  warranty  deed  of  the  premises 
above  mentioned. 

Very  truly  yours, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  on  October  24  and  November  8,  1916, 
relating  to  the  conveyance  of  Gallop's  Island  to  the 
United  States  of  America  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  the  word  "quitclaim"  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  word  "warranty,"  so  as  to  read 
as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city  to  convey  to  the  United  States  of  America  by 
a  suitable  warranty  deed  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  the  Law  Department  and  for  a  consideration  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  island 
situated  in  the  harbor  of  said  Boston  known  as 
Gallop's  Island,  together  with  the  buildings  thereon 
and  all  the  property  used  in  connection  with  the 
Quarantine  Service  hitherto  performed  by  the 
city;  excepting  that  portion  of  said  island  now 
owned  by  the  United  States  of  America,  heretofore 
conveyed  to  it  by  the  city. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


VARIOUS   MUNICIPAL   TRANSFERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  13,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion received  from  the  City  Auditor  and  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompany- 
ing orders. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Footbridge,  Dalton 
Street  to  Boylston  Street,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Granite  Avenue  Bridge,  $9,445. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Broadway  Bridge, 
Rebuilding,  to  the  appropriation  for  Granite 
Avenue  Bridge,  $20,605.48. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LAND  FOR  STURTEVANT  MILL  COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  13,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Sturtevant  Mill  Company 
of  Dorchester  is  desirous  of  erecting  a  factory 
building  over  land  taken  by  the  city  for  sewerage 
purposes  in  the  vicinity  of  Tenean  creek.  Tho 
land  in  question  can  be  disposed  of  subject  to 
restrictions  which,  in  tho  opinion  of  tho  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works,  may  be  necessary  for  tho 
protection  of  sewerage  conduits  there  located, 
and  while  the  assessed  price  is  but  four  (4)  cents 
per  square  foot  it  would  appear  not  unreasonable 
to  demand  fifteen  (15)  cents  per  squaro  foot  for 
this  land. 

Accordingly,  I  recommend  the  adoption  of  tho 
accompanying  order. 

Respectful  ly, 
J.v.Mrs    M.   I  'i  id  II,  Major. 
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November  13,  1916". 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  my  opinion  the  land  now  owned 
by  the  City  of  Boston  situated  on  Sturtevant  street 
and  shown  on  the  accompanying  plan  is  no  longer 
required  for  public  purposes  aDd  the  same  may  be 
conveyed,  provided  that  in  the  deed  conveying 
said  land  a  reservation  and  restriction  be  made 
which  will  provide  that  the  sewer  now  maintained 
by  the  City  of  Boston  in  said  land  may  be  properly 
protected,  and  that  a  further  reservation  be  placed 
in  said  deed  that  the  city  shall  at  all  times  have  the 
right  to  enter  upon  said  land  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing,  reconstructing  and  maintaining  said 
sewer. 

In  my  opinion  the  city  should  receive  as  a  mini- 
mum price  the  sum  of  fifteen  cents  per  square  foot 
for  the  land  so  conveyed. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  F.  Murphy, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  a  certain  parcel  of  land  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  Sturtevant  street,  Dorchester,  as 
set  forth  in  the  accompanying  plan,  be  sold  to 
the  Sturtevant  Mill  Company  at  a  price  of  fifteen 
(15)  cents  per  square  foot,  subject  to  such  reser- 
vations and  restrictions  in  the  deed  as  will  prop- 
erly protect  the  city's  rights  in  the  construction, 
reconstruction  and  maintenance  of  the  trunk  and 
sewerage  system  at  this  point. 
;    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


APPOINTMENT    BY    THE    MAYOR. 
.    The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  13,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  appoint  Reuben  Goren,  19 
Fowler  street,  Dorchester,  to  the  position  of 
Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1917. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


CONSTABLES'    BUND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constables'  bond  of 
George  L.  Gilbert. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


ROPING    OFF    STREETS,   PARADE    OF 
TROOPS. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  any 
expense  incurred  by  the  City  Messenger  for  roping 
off  streets  on  the  occasion  of  the  return  of  Massa- 
chusetts troops  from  the  Mexican  border,  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council, 
G-l,  Flags,  Ropes  and  Stakes,  etc. 

Passed. 


CIVIC   CENTER,   SOUTH   END. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Finance  Commission  and  the  City  Planning  Board 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  a  study  and  to  furnish  the  City  Council  with 
a  detailed  report  and  xecommendation  on  the  rela- 
tion of  "the  proposed  Civic  Center  to  a  general  plan 
for  the  development  of  the  westerly  and  southerly 
end  of  the  downtown  district, 

Passed. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2,24  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  3.57  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  giving  warranty  deed  to  United 
States  Government  for  taking  of  Gallop's  Island- 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;     order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 
In   connection  with   the   report   Coun.   COLE- 
MAN submitted  the  following: 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  November  13,  1916.   ' 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  title  of  the  City  of  Boston  to 
Gallop's  Island  in  Boston  Harbor  is  good  in  the 
city,  subject  only  to  such  right  and  title  as  the 
United  States  of  America  now  has  under  previous 
deeds  from  the  city  to  it,  and  there  is  no  objection 
to  the  city  giving  the  United  States  of  America  a 
warranty  deed  of  the  island  as  proposed  by  the 
amended  order  in  compliance  with  the  request  of 
the  Department  of  Justice  -at  Washington. 
Very  respectfully, 

Elizabeth  M.  Taylor, 

City  Conveyancer. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  for  various  municipal 
departments — that  the  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    orders  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meet- 
ing, hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 


Adjourned  at  4.03  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun 
BALLANTYNE. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council, 


Monday,  November  20,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.. 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members 
present. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
terms  ending  April  30,  1917: 

1.  John  A.  Duggan,  90  Welles  avenue,  Dor- 
chester, to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

2.  Louis  E.  Keenan,  768  Broadway,  South 
Boston,  to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

3.  R.  B.  Hidden,  79  Southern  avenue,  Dor- 
chester, a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

4.  Charles  T.  Callahan,  700  East  Sixth  street, 
South  Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

5.  Herbert  J.  Day,  14  Allen  street,  Salem,  a 
Weigher  of  Coal. 

6.  Bernard  F.  Travers,  32  Hawthorne  street, 
Roxbury,  a  Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Boston  Con- 
solidated Gas  Company. 

Severally  laid  over,  under  the  law. 


VARIOUS   MUNICIPAL   TRANSFERS. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  orders  for 
transfer  from  various  items  in  the  segregated  bud- 
get to  other  items,  in  conformity  with  requests  of 
department  heads,  and  recommend  the  approval  of 
the  same  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor.  » 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Puelic  Works  Department. 
Highway  Division,  Paving  Service. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transporta- 
tion of  Persons,  $20. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons, 
$86. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-3,  Advertising  and 
Posting,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transporta- 
tion of  Persons,  $19. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, $60. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-8,  Light  and 
Power,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, $140. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle, 
Repairs  and  Care.  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless  Vehicle, 
Repairs  and  Care,  $700. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-23,  Velnrinary, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-16,  Care  of  Horses,  $30. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-24,  Blacksmith, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Care  of  Horses,  $8.39. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-24,  Blacksmith, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-22,  Medical,  $35.29. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-24,  Blacksmith, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-31,  Extermination  of 
Insects,  $16.0"). 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-3.r>,  Fees,  Services 
of  Venires,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-31, 
Extermination  of  I  sects,  $10. 


From  the  appropriation  for  B-40,  Harness  and 
Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-31,  Extermina- 
tion of  insects,  $14.50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-40,  Harness  and 
Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-6,  Stable,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-41,  Horseshoeing 
and  Clipping,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-6,  Stable, 
$100. 

From  the  aopropriation  for  B-41,  HorseshoeiDg 
and  Clipping,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools 
and  Instruments,  $150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery,  to 
the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and  Instruments, 
$250. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice,  $35. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery,  tc 
the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry,  Cleaning, 
Toilet,  $25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant,  S38. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-2,  Highway,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  $750. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-2,  Highway,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-2,  Highway!  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and  Animal, 
$2,000. 

From  the  appropription  for  E-  2.  Highway,  to  the 
appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-2,  Highway,  to 
the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent  Employees, 
$13,500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-2,  Highway,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $3,200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-2,  Highway,  to  the 
appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions  and  Annuities, 
$2,800. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Public  Works  Department. 
Highway  Division,  Sewer  Service. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and  Binding,  $15. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Com- 
munication, $150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-8,  Light  and  Power,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communication,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Rent,  Taxes 
and  Water,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery, 
$300. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Rent,  Taxes 
and  Water,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Rent,  Taxes 
and  Water,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-17,  General 
Plant,  S152. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicle,  Repairs  and  Care,  to  the  appropriation  for 
■B-8,  Light  and  Power,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicle,  Repairs  and  Care,  to  the  appropriation  for 
C-17,  General  Plant,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-19,  Removal  of 
Ashes,  Dirt  and  Garbage,  to  the  appropriation  for 
B-35,  Fees,  Services  of  Venires,  etc.,  $21. 

From. the  appropriation  for  B-19,  Removal  of 
Ashes,  Dirt  and  Garbage,  to  the  appropriation  for 
C-2,  Machinery,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-24,  Blacksmith, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and  Instru- 
ments, $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-24,  Blacksmith, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-32,  Towing,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant,  $200. 

From  Hie  appropriation  for  B-32,  Towing,  to  the 
appropriation  for  C-2,  Maohinei . .  sioo. 

Prom  the  appropriation  for  B-32,  Towing,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle,  $50. 
^  From    the    appropriation    for    C-5,     Motorless 
Vehicles,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-17,  General 
Plant,  $150. 

Ffbm  the  appropriation  for  ('-I  1,  I  iv<  Stock,  t,> 
the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Forage  and  Animal, 
SL'IIII 

From  tin'  appropriation  for  K-10,  Klcctrical,  In 
the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinerj  .  $50 
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From  the  appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-ll,  Work- 
ingmen's  Compensation,  $238. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Public  Works  Department; 
Highway  Division,  Water  Service. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicle,  Repairs  and  Care,  to  the  appropriation  for 
B-2,  Postage,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicle,  Repairs  and  Care,  to  the  appropriation  for 
B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-16,  Care  of  Horses, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation  of 
Persons,  $150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-16,  Care  of  Horses, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-10, '  Rent,  Taxes  and 
Water,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-16,  Care  of  Horses, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle, 
Repairs  and  Care,  $150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Services 
of  Venires,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-14, 
Motor  Vehicle,  Repairs  and  Care,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Services 
of  Venires,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-39, 
General  Plant,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-40,  Harness  and 
Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General 
Plant,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-41,  Horseshoeing 
and  Clipping,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General 
Plant,  $300.  . 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-3,  Electrical,  to 
■  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicle, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-6,  Stable,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General 
Plant,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant.  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing  Ap- 
parel, to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$50 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-6,  Water,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant,  $1,100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-6,  Water,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and  Animal,  $l,0o0. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and  Animal, 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-10,  General  Plant,  $550. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-2,  Damages,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General 
Plant,:$850.  „       .  ., 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-ll,  Working- 
men's  Compensation,  $150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-12,  Replacement  ot 
Mains,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-12,  New  Mams, 
$7,500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-12,  Blasting,  to  the 
appropriation  for  F-12,  New  Mains,  $700.     ; 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-12,  Main  Pipe 
Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-12,  New  Mains, 

$5,000.  ;':•'.     _. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-12,  Main  1  ipe 
Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-12,  To  Cover  a 
Contract  for  Loading  and  Piling  Pipe  at  South  Bay 
Avenue  Yard,  $500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Public  Works  Department. 
Highway    Division,  -Street    Cleaning    and    Oiling 
Service. 
From    the    appropriation    for    A-l,    Permanent 
Employees,   to  the   appropriation   for   A-3,   Unas- 
signed,  $11,575. 


From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of 
Teams,  $9,500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-3,  Advertising  and 
Posting,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Rent, 
Taxes  and  Water,  $13. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Rent, 
Taxes  and^ Water,  $14. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-27,  Testing 
Materials  and  Supplies,  $16. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-8,  Light  and  Power, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Rent,  Taxes  and 
Water,  $400. 

.  From  the  appropriation  for  B-20,  Disposal  of 
Ashes,  Dirt  anf  Garbage,  to  the  appropriation  for 
B-14,  Motor  Vehicles,  Repairs  and  Care,  $450. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-20,  Disposal  of 
Ashes,  Dirt  and  Garbage,  to  the  appropriation  for 
B-13,  Communication,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-22,  Medical,  _  to 
the  appropriation  for  B-40,  Harness  and  Repairs, 
$90. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Services 
of  Venires,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-10, 
Rent,  Taxes  and  Water,  $45. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-37,  Photographic 
and  Blueprinting,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-40, 
Harness  and  Repairs,  $2.50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery,  to 
the  appropriation  for    B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $51. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for   B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $500. 

From  ■  the  appropriation  for  C-5,  Motorless 
Vehicles,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of 
Teams,  $1,200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-6,  Stable,  to  the 
appropriation  for    B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $300. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for    B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $1.75. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and 
Instruments,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of 
Teams,  $300. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-14,  Live  Stock,  to 
the  appropriation  for    B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of 
Teams,  $1,100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-7,  Veterinary,  $17. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  to  the 
appropriation  for    B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $58. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry, 
Cleaning,  Toilet,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-6, 
Hire  of  Teams,  $10. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams, 
$2,500.  ■-■<  . 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-ll,  Working- 
men's  Compensation,  $800. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of 
Teams,  $1,300. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Public  Works  Department. 
Highway  Division,:  Sanitary  Service. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions 
and  Annuities,  $1,200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-ll,  Work- 
ingmen's  Compensation,  $1,600. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-3,  Advertising 
and  Posting,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage 
and  Freight,  $5. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage 
and  Freight,  $5. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage,  to  the 
appropriation  for  C-0,  Stable,  $25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  C-6,  Stable,  $25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-18,  Cleaning,  to 
the  appropriation  for  C-6,  Stable,  $5. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-6,  Stable,  $25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-8,  Light  and 
Power,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and 
Instruments,  $200. 
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From  the  appropriation  for  B-41,  Horseshoeing 
and  Clipping,  to  the  appropriation  for  0-13,  Tools 
and  Instruments,  8100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-20,  Disposal  of 
Ashes,  Dirt  and  Garbage,  to  the  appropriation  for 
D-3,  Fuel,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of 
Teams,  $150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle, 
Repairs  and  Care,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-6, 
Hire  of  Teams,  S500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-19,  Removal  of 
Ashes,  Dirt  and  Garbage,  to  the  appropriation  for 
B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $2,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General 
Plant,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams, 
$700. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $1,500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-5,  Motorless 
Vehicles,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of 
Teams,  $1,125. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-14,  Live  Stock,  to 
the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $900. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-7,  Veterinary,  to 
the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor 
Vehicles,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of 
Teams,  S100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  $2,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Public  Works  Department. 
Bridge  and  Ferry  Division,  Ferry  Service. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Tem- 
porary Employees,  $800. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, $40. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery,  to 
the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-4,  Ferries,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-4,  Ferries,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $2,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Public  Works  Department. 
Bridge  and  Ferry  Division,  Bridge  Service. 
From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the   appropriation   for  B-4,   Transportation  of 
Persons,  $40. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and  Instru- 
ments, $50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Public  Works  Department. 
Highway  Division,  Lighting  Service. 
From    the    appropriation     for    B-39,     General 
Plant,     to    the    appropriation    for    B-14,    Motor 
Vehicle,  Repairs  and  Care,  $75. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Public  Works  Department. 
Central  Office. 
From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and  Binding,  $75, 

Ordered.  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authonzod  to  make  the  following  transfers: 


County  Buildings. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-8,  Light  and  Power,  $220. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building, 
$4.73. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7.  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-10,  Electrical, 
$7.60. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-13,  General 
Plant,  $1.20. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-18,  Cleaning, 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse. 
County  Buildings. 
From  the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-18,  Cleaning,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  to  the 
appropriation  for  E-10,  Electrical,  $50. 

From  the  approprietion  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $400. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Municipal  Court. 
Charlestown  District. 
From  the  appropriation  for  C-10,  Library,  to  the 
appropriation  for  E-7,  Pensions  and  Annuities,  $50. 
From  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage,  $15.60. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Weights  and  Measures  Department. 
From  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle, 
Repairs  and  Care,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-ll, 
Motor  Vehicle,  $150. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  Cir?y  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Public  Buildings  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-6,  Military,  to 
the  appropriation  for  F-ll,  Workingmen's  Com- 
pensation, $554. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Market  Department. 

F'om  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communication, 
$8. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry, 
Cleaning,  Toilet,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-18. 
Cleaning,  $12. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Registry  Department. 
From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage,  $20.80. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  bo  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Jail. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-27,  Testing  Materials 
and  Supplies,  $15.45. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-19,  Removal  of  Ashes, 
Dirt  and  Garbage,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
to  tho  appropriation  for  B-29,  Stenographic  and 
Copying,  $33.98. 
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From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-16,  Care  of 
Horses,  $50.30. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-3,  Electrical,  to 
the  appropriation  for  E-10,  Electrical,  $300. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  $125. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-5,  Medical, 
Surgical,  Laboratory,  $300. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry, 
Cleaning,  Toilet,  $315. 

From  the  appropriation  tor  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-15,  Tobacco, 
$90. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-9,  Machinery, 
$15.42. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-12,  Parks  and 
Recreational,  $12.90. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent  Em- 
ployees, to  the  appropriation  for  C-17,  General 
Plant,  $170.05. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 


Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  $30.06. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Services 
of  Venires,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Per- 
manent Employees,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-37,  Photographic 
and  Blueprinting,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l, 
Permanent  Employees,  $29.70. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  $40. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-12,  Medical, 
Surgical,  Laboratory,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l, 
Permanent  Employees,  $16. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-12,  Medical,  Sur- 
gical, Laboratory,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2, 
Temporary  Employees,  $30. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and  In- 
struments, to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Tem- 
porary Employees,  $40. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons, 
$3.40. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$10. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-3,  Unassigned,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office  Supplies,  $15. 

And  substitute  the  following  schedule  for 
Schedule  A. — Personal  Service. 

Medical    Examiner,    one    at    $333    per 

month $4,000  00 

Secretary,  one  at  $11.0  per  month 1,320  00 

Executive  clerk,  one  at  $110  per  month,  1,320  00 
Custodian  of  Mortuary,  one  at  $110  per 

month 1,221  24 

Deputy  Custodian  of  Mortuary,  one  at 

$96.25  per  month 1,068  60 

Assistant  at  Mortuary,  one  at  $66.66  per 

month 741  92 


$9,671  76 


Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER    FOR     MEDICAL     EXAMINER, 
NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  20,  1916. 
To  the  Cuv  Council: 

Gentlemen. — 1  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Medical  Examiner  of  the 
Northern  District,  requesting  an  appropriation  of 
$620  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  and  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Medical  Examiner  for  Suffolk  County, 

November  18,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear-  Sir, — Transfers  of  appropriation  as  in- 
dicated by  the  accompanying  schedule,  I  earnestly 
request  to  the  end  that  the  Medical  Examiner  Serv- 
ice for  Suffolk  County  (North)  may  be  continued 
without  hindrance. 

The  shortage  necessitating  such  action  is  due  in 
part  to  the  failure  of  the  Council  to  vote  the  full 
amount  of  money  called  for  by  a  closely  drawn 
annual  estimate,  and  in  part  to  the  incidence  of 
unforeseen  expenses. 

I  again  ask  that  the  following  be  substituted  for 
"Schedule    A"    as    presented    on    page    86,    City 
Document  No.  66,  as  of  July  1,  1916. 
A-l,  Medical  Examiner,  one  at  $333  per 

month $4,000  00 

Secretary,  one  at  $110  per  month.  .  .     1,320  00 
Executive  Clerk,   one  at  $110  per 

month 1,320  00 

Custodian  of  Mortuary,  one  at  $110 

per  month 1,221  24 

Deputy    Custodian    of    Mortuary, 

one  at  $96.25  per  month 1,068  60 

Assistant     at     Mortuary,     one     at 

$66.66  per  month 741  92 

$9,671  76 

All  of  the  expenses  involved  I  certify  to  have  been 
incurred  in  strict  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
law. 

Respectfully  yours, 
George  Burgess  Magrath,  M.  D., 
Medical  Examiner  for  Suffolk  County. 

From  B-13,  Communication,  to 

A-l,  Permanent  Employees. . .      $36  06 

From  B-35,  Witness  Fees,  to  A-l, 

Permanent  Employees 100  00 

From    B-37,    Photographic,    to 

A-l,  Permanent  Employees. . .        29  70 

From  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  to  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees 40  00 

From  C-12,  Laboratory  Equip- 
ment,    to     A-l,     Permanent 

Employees 16   00    . 

$221   76 

The   above  transfers  are  requested  in 

order   to   meet   the   expenses   for  clerical 

assistance   as   named   under   Schedule  A 

of  the  annual  estimate  presented. 

From  C-12,  Laboratory  Equip- 
ment, to  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees $30  00 

From  C-13,  Tools  and  Instru- 
ments, to  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees 40  00 


70  00 


This  transfer  is  asked  for  to  meet  out- 
standing bills  for  clerical  assistance 
rendered. 

From  B-2,  Postage,  to  B-4,  Transporta- 
tion   3  40 

This  transfer  is  asked  for  at  the  request 
of  the  Auditor's  Office  in  order  to  meet  a 
classification  under  an  item  not  included 
in  the  annual  appropriation. 
From    B-13,    Communication,    to    B-39, 

General  Plant  Repairs 10  00 

This  transfer  is  requested  in  order  to 
meet  bills  which   exceed  the  amount  of 
balance     on     hand     for     General     Plant 
Repairs. 
From  A-3,  Unassigned  Personal  Service, 

to  D-l,  Office  Supplies 15  00 

This  transfer  is  requested  in  order  to 
meet  bills  which  exceed  the  amount  of 
balance  on  hand  for  Office  Supplies. 


$320  16 


From  Reserve  Fund,  to*B-5,  Cartage $180  00 

The  above  transfer  is  requested  in  order 
to  meet  unforeseen  .demands. 
From  Reserve  Fund,  to  B-14,  Auto  Care 

and  Repair 105  00 

This  transfer  is  asked  for  to  meet  ex- 
penses for  maintenance  of  automobile, 
which,  owing  to  insufficient  appropriation, 
are  in  excess  of  balance  on  hand. 


NOVEMBER    20,    1916. 
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From    Reserve    Fund,    to    B-28,    Expert 

(Chemical  Examination) .  . S260  00 

This  transfer  is  requested  in  order  to 

meet  outstanding  bills  incurred  owing  to 

unforeseen  demands. 

From  Reserve  Fund,  to  C-4,  Auto  Equip- 
ment          75  00 

The  above  transfer  is  requested  in  order 

to   meet   expenses   for   which   insufficient 

appropriation  was  made. 

S620  00 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Medical 
Examiner,  Northern  District. 

To  B-5,  Cartage  and  Freight $180  00 

To  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  and  Care,     105  00 

To  B  28,  Expert  and  Architect 260  00 

To  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles 75  00 


SR20  00 


Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REPORT  ON   HEIGHT  OF  BUILDINGS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  of  the 
Commission  on  Height  of  Buildings  and  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  same  be  printed  as  a  city 
document. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Chrley,  Mayor. 
The   report    was    ordered   printed    as    a   public 
document.     (City  Document  114.) 


PARK,     DORCHESTER     CENTRE. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  20,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  inclosed  petitions,   containing 
the  names  of  several  thousand  citizens  and  tax- 
payers of  the  Dorchester  district,  have  been  received 
requesting  that  the  property  on  Washington  street, 
Dorchester,   running   from   Washington   to   Clay- 
bourne  streets,  being  23,539  square  feet,  owned  by 
Mary  F.  B.  Hall,  and  17,291  square  feet  owned  by 
Herbert  L.  and  Fred  L.  Carter,  be  acquired  by  the 
City  of  Boston  for  park  purposes,  and  I  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Very  truly  yours, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
(Annexed  were  petitions  referred  to.) 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  (820,000)  be  appropriated  to  be  expended 
by  the  Park  Commission  for  the  purchase  of  land 
for  park  purposes  in  Dorchester  Centre,  and  that" 
to  meet  said  expenditure  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  to  issue  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said 
amount  and  for  said  purpose. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

I  ouis  I.  Altshuler,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  torn  on  barrels  at  corner  of  Tremont  and 
Park  streets. 

Ellen  J.  Bradford,  fur  compensation  for  injuries 
received  while  entering  City  Hall  elevator. 

i  n">  l>"i  -  C ' : v  1 1  ~ 1 1  ■  i  1 1 ,  I'm  r,  impi-ii  1  urn  for  injuries 
due  to  n  defeotive  oro  walk  at  Washington  and 
Bedford  streets. 

L.  II.  Daloz  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damages  on  account  of  foul  water  sunply. 


Gertrude  Dana,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  at  151  Tremont  street. 

Mary  Hillson,  for  compensation  for  injuries  from 
a  fall  at  1283  Washington  street. 

Annie  Kratfeman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  accident  at  1000  Washington  street. 

Wadia  Lahan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  being  run  over  by  a  city  ash  cart. 

John  J.  McAvoy,  for  refund  of  overcharge  for 
laying  water  pipes  at  255  Kennebec  street. 

W.  J.  McGonigle,  to  be  paid  amount  of  doctor's 
bill  incurred  on  account  of  injuries  to  his  son  by  a 
patrol  wagon. 

Melvin  Parker,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  a  defect  in  "public  park  at  City  Point." 

Patrick  O.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  a  fall  at  94  Washington  street,  Charles- 
town  . 

Justin  E.  Trefry,  for  compensation  for  damages  to 
bis  daughter's  clothing  by  a  contractor  for  the 
city. 

Henry  D.  Binney,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  and  damage  to  clothing  by  a  city  truck. 

Raffaele  DeSisto,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  while  working  for  the  city. 

Laura  P.  Goddard,  for  compensation  for  expense 
incurred  on  account  of  change  of  grade  at  81 
Brunswick  street. 

Alexander  Stein,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  by  a  defect  in  Westville  street. 

Executive. 

>South  Boston  Citizens'  Association,  relative  to 
certain  proposed  street  changes  by  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad. 

Timothv  Gearin  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Lyon 
street,  Ward  18. 


INCREASE      OF     SALARIES,      PROBATION 
OFFICERS. 

A  _  communication  was  received  from  John 
Perrins,  Jr.,  Justice  of  Municipal  Court  of  "the 
West  Roxbury  District  of  the  City -of  Boston, 
fixing  salaries  of  Frank  B.  Skelton  and  Arthur 
R.  Towle,  probation  officers  of  said  court,  at 
SI, 700  and  31,500  per  annum  respectively,  said 
increases  to  date  from  January  1,  1917. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts . 


STORAGE  OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons,  keeping  of  gasolene  at  406 
Arborway. 

Mrs.  Eugenia  Nicolini,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  899  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Vitagraph-Lubin-Selig-Essanay,  Inc.,  keeping 
and  rent  of  film,  at  67  Church  street. 

C.  P.  Rockwell  (Inc.),  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  corner  Commonwealth  avenue  and 
Hinsdale  street. 

Theodore  H.  Tyndale,  keeping  and  sale  of 
gasolene,  338  Newbury  street. 

L.  H.  Daloz  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene and  naphtha  at  11  Humphreys  street. 

J.  H.  Corney,  keeping  of  gasolene,  corner  M  and 
Emerson  streets. 

Simpson  Brothers  Corporation,  keeping  of  gaso- 
lene, 69  and  71  Proctor  street  and  85  Magazine 
street. 

A.  D.  Hall  &  Son,  keeping  of  gasolene,  33-41 
Spice  street. 

Harvard  Medical  School,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
17  Villa  street. 

World  Film  Corporation,  keeping  and  storage 
of  motion  picture  films  and  reels. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILWAY   LOCATIONS. 

Copies  of  orders   were  received  from  the  Street 

C 1    doners    granting    locations    to    the     Wet 

End  Street  Railway  Company,  as  follows,  viz.: 

Alford  street,  Charlestown,    188th  location. 

( lanal  si  reel ,  489th  location. 
.  Boylston  street,  490th  location. 

Placed  on  file. 
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SIDEWALK   SCHEDULE. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  submitted  a 
schedule  of  cost  of  constructing  artificial  stone 
sidewalk  along  estates  bordering  on  Callender 
street,  between  Don  and  Tucker  streets — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  foregoing 
schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed  the 
sums  set  against  their  respective  names  as  their 
proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing 
artificial  stone  sidewalks  along  their  estates  border- 
ing on  Callender  street.  Ward  21,  and  the  same  is 
ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice  given  to  the 
parties,  the  total  amount  of  the  assessment  being 
$1,237.01. 

The  order  was  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission of  confirmation  of  Fred  J.  Kneeland  as 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


RELIEF   OF   CAR   CONGESTION   ON 
WASHINGTON   STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

November  16,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  with  the  request  ot 
the  City  Council  for  suggestions  relative  to  the 
relief  of  congestion  on  Washington  street,  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  begs  to  make 
the  following  report: 

After  a  careful  study  of  traffic  conditions  on 
Washington  street,  and  streets  leading  therefrom, 
within  the  area  between  Adams  square  and  Bovlston 
street  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  all  surface 
cars  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
should  be  removed  from  Washington  street,  between 
Franklin  street  and  Boylston  street,  between  the 
hours  of  9  a.  m.  and  7  p.  m.,  during  the  shopping 
season  from  December  4,  1916,  to  January  13,  1917, 
inclusive.  In  connection  with  this  suggestion  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
to  exclude  all  other  vehicles  south  bound  from 
Washington  street  during  the  same  period,  between 
the  hours  of  10  o'clock  a.  m.  and  6.30  o'clock  p.  m. 
daily  Our  Board  also  intends  to  make  Arch  street, 
between  Franklin  and  Summer  streets,  a  one-way 
thoroughfare  going  south,  and  Essex  street,  between 
Harrison  avenue  and  Washington  street,  a  one-way 
thoroughfare  going  west. 

While  the  exclusion  of  surface  cars,  as  above 
suggested,  may  cause  some  inconvenience  to  a 
limited  number  of  patrons  of  the  road,  it  would, 
without  question,  result  in  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number.  Every  person  coming  into 
or  "oin«-  from  the  heart  of  the  city,  on  surface  lines 
running  over  the  part  of  Washington  street  from 
which  it  is  proposed  to  exclude  them,  can,  with 
little  or  no  inconvenience,  be  accommodated  in 
other  ways.  .        .  ™      ,     ^ 

All  south-bound  cars  coming  from  Charlestown, 
Charles  street,  Battery  or  Hanover  streets  should 
loop  via  Franklin  street  and  Federal  street. 
Passengers  wishing  to  go  to  points  beyond  may 
transfer  at  Milk  street  station  of  the  tunnel. 

North-bound  cars  from  Huntington  avenue, 
Columbus  avenue,  Tremont  street  and  Washington 
street  should  loop  via  Kneeland  street,  Harrison 
avenue,  Essex  street  and  return.  Passengers 
desiring  to  go  to  South  Station,  Rowcs  Wharf 
Charlestown,  etc.,  may  transfer  to  the  Elevated  at 
Beach  street,  and  passengers  wishing  to  go  to  points 
north  of  Bovlston  street  may  transfer  to  Washing- 
ton Street  Tunnel  at  Essex  street.  The  present 
South  Boston  Broadway  Extension  service  can  be 
made  in  part  to  loop  via  Kneeland  street,  Harrison 
avenue,  Essex  street,  with  necessary  transfers,  and 
in  part  via  Dorchester  avenue,  Federal  street, 
Franklin  street  and  loop  via  Hawley  street  and 
Summer  street.  It  is  expected  that  the  Cambridge 
Subway  will  be  in  operation  to  Dewey  square  by 
December  4,  and  transfer  may  be  made  to  all 
Summer  Street  Extension  and  Dorchester  avenue 
cars;  if  not,  then  the  transfer  may  be  made  at 
Chauncy-Arch  street  corner. 

All  lines  from  Dorchester  avenue  and  bummer 
Street  Extension  should  give   transfers   to   enable 


passengers  to  take  cars  along  Atlantic  avenue  to 
North  Station  or  through  Federal  street,  Post 
Office  square  to  North  Station.  _         ... 

The  suggested  changes  may  be  attained  in  either 
one  of  two  ways.  First:  An  order  may  be  passed 
by  the  City  Council  ordering  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  to  make  such  rearrangement 
as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  is  for  the  public 
interest.  Such  order  would  require  the  approval 
of  the  Public  Service  Commission.  Second:  If  the 
City  Council  can  by  resolution  or  other  means  per- 
suade the  company  to  make  the  suggested  experi- 
ment, the  approval  of  the  Public  Service 
Commission  will  not  be  necessary.  Of  course,  if 
done  in  this  latter  way,  after  the  experiment  has 
been  tried,  the  Public  Service  Commission,  if  not 
satisfied  with  it,  may  compel  a  re-establishment  of 
the  old  schedule. 

It  would  seem  that  the  second  method  would  be 
the  better  one,  as  it  would  obviate  the  delay 
necessary  in  getting  the  approval  of  the  Public 
Service  Commission.  The  Elevated  Company 
could  not  very  well  refuse  to  try  an  experiment 
that  has  the  appioval  of  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  almost 
all  the  merchants  on  Washington  street  within 
the  area  of  the  proposed  change. 

Respectfully, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Placed  on  file. 


CHANGES    IN    STILLMAN     STREET,    ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  November  16,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  . 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  Submits 
its  report  on  the  proposed  changes  in  the  Stillman 
and  Morton  street  section,  in  response  to  the 
order  of  your  honorable  body. 

The  Commission  has  visited  the  Stillman  street 
district  and  has  given  a  hearing  to  persons  inter- 
ested in  improving  it.  All  of  the  streets  are  narrow 
and  connected  with  alleys  on  which  houses  are 
built.  The  houses  are  old,  in  poor  repair,  and  many 
of  the  tenements  are  dark  and  incapable  of  proper 
ventilation.  Where  stores  occupy  the  front  of  the 
lower  floor  the  rooms  behind,  used  for  dwelling 
purposes,  receive  light  from  small  areas  or  light 
shafts  and  are  particularly  undesirable.  The  sani- 
tary provisions  are  limited  and  unsatisfactory. 
The  part  of  Morton  and  Stillman  streets  in  question 
is  distinctly  a  slum  section.  . 

The  improvements  contemplated  in  this  district 
are  not  required  by  traffic  conditions  and  do  not 
give  sufficient  space  to  allow  them  to  be  considered 
a  park  problem.  It  is  purely  a  question  of  abolish- 
in"  one  slum,  and  as  this  district  is  only  one  of 
many  it  presents  not  merely  an  isolated  problem 
but  a  question  of  the  general  policy  to  be  adopted 
by  the  city.  Citv  foremen  acquainted  with  con- 
ditions in  all  parts  of  Boston  have  testified  before 
the  Finance  Commission  to  the  existence  of  at  least 
one  hundred  and  fifty  congested  sections,  with 
conditions  resembling  in  many  respects  those  in 
Morton  street. 

In  Europe  a  good  deal  has  been  done  to  abolish- 
slums  although  in  many  cases  the  question  of 
-  traffic  was  influential.  This  is  most  noteworthy  m 
Germany.  In  England  also,  under  general  laws, 
considerable  .areas  in  crowded  sections  have  been 
condemned,  cleared  and  reconstructed.  Instances 
of  these  improvements  and  discussion  of  the  laws 
under  which  the  work  has  been  done  are  given  in 
"The  Housing  Problem  in  England,  by  Ernest 
R  Dewsnup,  and  in  the  report  of  the  London 
County  Council,  "Housing  of  the  Working  Classes, 
1855-1912."  ,  .     .      ,, 

There  have  been  few  such  experiments  in  the 
United  States  worthy  of  mention  The  problem 
is  still  in  the  speculative  stage.  By  act  ot  Con- 
gress passed  in  1906,  a  board  was  created  to  deal 
with  the  situation  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  with 
power  "to  condemn  those  buildings  which  are  m 
such  insanitary  condition  as  to  endanger  the  health 
and  lives  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  or  of  persons 
livin«-  in  the  vicinity,  and  to  cause  all  buildings  to 
be  put  into  sanitary  condition  or  to  be  vacated, 
demolished  and  remoyed."  Under  this  apt  much 
was  done  to  clean  up  the  bad  conditions  in  alleys 
of  the  Capital,  demolishing  insanitary  buildings 
and  by  the  construction  of  model  residences. 

New  York  by  public  auction  and  private  enter- 
prise has  abolished  several  slum  areas.  The  most 
notable  of  these  are  the  Mulberry  Bend  and  the 
Five   Points   districts.     The  purpose   of   the  lm- 
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provements,  however,  was  not  only  the  abolition 
of  slums.  The  Five  Points  section  was  improved 
partly  for  business  purposes  and  partly  for  the 
erection  of  the  new  courthouse,  and  Mulberry 
Bend  was  made  into  a  much  needed  park,  under  a 
law  providing  for  the  creation  of  parks  in  New 
York  City.  Other  cities  have  done  away  with 
slum  areas,  but  so  far  as  the  commission  is  in- 
formed, this  result  has  been  incidental  to  improve- 
ment in  traffic  conditions. 

Many  difficulties  and  dangers  are  encountered 
in  undertaking  to  abolish  slums.  In  the  first  place, 
the  original  occupants  of  the  slums  generally  do 
not  benefit  by  the  improvement.  While  the  work 
of  demolition  is  going  on  they  scatter  to  other 
similar  neighborhoods,  still  further  to  congest  such 
neighborhoods.  As  the  changes  generally  result 
in  a  better  class  of  dwellings  with  higher  rents, 
the  original  occupants  seldom  return.  A  notable 
instance  of  the  change  in  the  character  of  a  neigh- 
■  borhood  is  found  in  the  improvement  by  private 
enterprise  of  the  district  in  the  West  End  of  Bos- 
ton, near  the  Charles  River  Basin. 

The  commission  believes  that  waste  and  extrava- 
gance are  bound  to  result  from  carrying  out  these 
projects.  Slum  areas  undoubtedly  will  be  acquired 
by  enterprising  speculators,  who,  through  political 
influence,  may  often  force  the  city  to  purchase 
land  in  districts  that  are  not  needing  improvement. 

If  the  city  decides  to  inaugurate  the  policy  of 
abolishing  slums,  it  will  be  entering  upon  a 
problem  involving  ultimately  the  expenditure  of 
millions  of  dollars.  It  is  doubtful  if  this  is  a  munic- 
ipal purpose  for  which  the  city's  money  can  be 
used,  and  it  maybe  necessary  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  additional  power  in  order  that  the  work 
may  be  done.  If  Morton  and  Stillman  streets  are 
to  be  improved,  it  should  be  done  as  part  of  such  a 
policy,  as  the  advantage  is  small  in  clearing  one 
objectionable  locality  if  many  others  as  bad  or 
nearly  as  bad  are  to  go  untouched. 

The  Finance  Commission  suggests  that  no  pre- 
cipitate action  should  be  taken  by  the  city.  It 
should  wait  until  the  plans  of  the  City  Planning 
Board  are  in  more  definite  shape  for  presentation; 
until  a  comprehensive  survey  of  the  entire  city  has 
been  made;  through  what  period  of  years  the  City 
Planning  Board  proposes  to  continue  the  improve- 
ments; what  is  likely  to  be  the  effect  on  the  whole 
city  by  such  improvements,  and  particularly  as 
regards  new  slum  districts  that  will  develop  on 
account  of  the  elimination  of  the  old;  what  will  be 
the  ultimate  cost  of  the  work,  and  what  will  be  its 
final  effect  on  the  finances  of  the  Gity  of  Boston. 

The  commission,  however,  is  so  in  sympathy  with 
the  object  desired  that  it  would  welcome  an  oppor- 
tunity to  consider  the  project  further  when  the 
entire  plan  is  presented. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


REPORT'ON  STREET  REPAIRS,  ETC.,  FROM 
FINANCE   COMMISSION. 
The  following  was  received : 

November  18,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  answer  to   the  request   of  the 


City  Council  contained  in  the  following  order, 
dated  October  17,  1916: 

Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be 
requested  to  report  to  the  City  Council  as  soon  as 
possible  upon  the  quality,  efficiency  and  such  other 
phases  as  the  Finance  Commission  may  deem 
important,  of  the  street  repairs,  resurfacing  and 
new  street  work  now  under  way  or  completed 
during  the  current  fiscal  year  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  and  by  contractors. 

The  Finance  Commission  submits  herewith  the 
report  of  its  consulting  engineer,  containing  the 
result  of  studies  made  by  him. 

_  The  Finance  Commission,  after  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  its  engineer's  report,  approves  the  state- 
ments and  conclusions  "made  therein. 

_  The  commission  desires  to  call  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  portions  of  the  report  dealing  with  the 
following  matters: 

1.  The  delay  in  awarding  contracts  for  con- 
struction work  until  a  large  part  of  the  working 
season  has  passed. 

2.  The  disregard  by  contractors  of  the  contract 
date  for  completion  of  work  and  the  lack  of  effectual 
means  for  forcing  contractors  to  finish  their  work 
on  or  before  the  contract  date. 

3.  The  failure  of  Public  Works  officials,  in 
fixing  the  time  for  completion  of  their  contracts, 

■  to   discriminate  between  work  of  general  public 
necessity  and  work  of  only  local  importance. 

4.  The  lack  of  discrimination  in  making  up 
contracts  between  streets  that  can  be  closed  with- 
out great  public  inconvenience  and  those  streets 
which  cannot  be  closed  without  inconvenience 
and  for  which  special  methods  of  construction 
should  be  adopted. 

5.  The  necessity  of  having  all  work  by  public 
'  service   corporations   and   city  departments   com- 
pleted before  contracts  are  awarded. 

6.  The  necessity  of  preliminary  investigation 
to  enable  the  contractor  to  judge  of  the  exact 
conditions  which  he  wijl  encounter. 

7.  The  decrease  in  efficiency  of  the  day  labor 
force,  due  to  lack  of  proper  apparatus. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Muephy, 

Chairman. 

November  13,  1916. 
To  the  Finance  Commission: 

Gentlemen, — -The  following  order  of  the  City 
Council  has  been  submitted  to  me  for  investigation 
and  report: 

Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be 
requested  to  report  to  the  City  Council  as  soon 
as  possible  upon  the  quality,  efficiency  and  such 
other  phases  as  the  Finance  Commission  may 
deem  important,  of  the  street  repairs,  resurfacing 
and  new  street  work  now  under  way  or  com- 
pleted during  the  current  fiscal  year  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  and  by  contractors. 

In  connection  with  the  matter  I  have  made  a 
personal  investigation  of  the  conditions  of  the 
work  under  all  the  contracts  for  street  paving  work 
let  by  the  city  during  the  present  season,  and  also 
of  the  condition  of  the  streets  either  repaired  or 
constructed  by  the  day  labor  force  of  the  Public 
Works  Department.  I  have  also  interviewed 
the  various  contractors  and  the  engineers  in 
charge  of  the  work.  The  results  of  my  investi- 
gation are  shown  in  the  following  explanatory 
tables  and  supplementary  remarks: 


Table  I. — Contract  of  Central  Construction  Company.     (Sheet  Asphalt.) 
Date  of  Contract,  July  18, 1916.     Date  for  Completion,  October  10,  1916. 


Street. 


Ardent  street,  West  Roxbury  * .  . 
Bardwell  street,  West  Roxbury.  . 

Dunster  road,  West  Roxbury. .  .  . 

Halifax  street,  West  Roxbury. . .  . 

Hillcrest  street,  West  Roxbury. . . 
Lorette  street,  West  Roxbury  *. . 
Moraine  street,  West  Roxbury.  . 

Temple  street,  West  Roxbury. . . 


Belgrade  avenue  to  Colberg  avenue. 
South  street  to  Ballard  street. 

Centre  street  to  Pond  street 

South  Huntington  avenue  to  Pond 
View  street. 

Elgin  street  to  Temple  street 

Centre  street  to  Hillcrest  street. . . 
Centre  street  to  Jamaicaway 

Spring  street  to  Ivy  street 


Present  Condition. 


Nearly  completed. 

Edgcstone  and  sidewalks  finished. 

No  paving  work. 
Edgestone  being  set  and  excavation 

being  done. 
Sewers    being    built.     No    paving 

work  done. 
Nearly  completed. 
Completed. 
Sewers    being    built.      No    paving 

work  done. 
Edgestoneset.   Gradinginprogress. 


*  Streets  marked  with  a  star  were  subgraded  by  the  city  day  labor  force  during  the  winter  of  1916-16, 
the  cost  being  charged  to  the  loan  for  laying  out  and  construction  of  highways,  chapter  393,  Aots  of  1906. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Per  cent  of  area  completed  or  nearly 

completed 17.4% 

Total    number    of     square     yards     in 

contract 21,490 

Total  number  of  square  yards  completed 

or  nearly  completed 3,750 

Estimated  cost $51,506.60 


Neither  Moraine  nor  Halifax  street  can  be 
completed  this  season,  on  account  of  necessary 
underground  work.  Temple  street  and  Dunster 
road  will  be  completed  if  good  weather  continues 
for  two  or  three  weeks.  The  remaining  streets 
in  contract  will  be  completed  during  present 
season. 


Table  II. —  Contract  of  Central  Construction  Company.     (Sheet  Asphalt.) 
Date  of  Contract,  July  28, 1916.     Date  of  Completion,  November  15, 1916. 


Street. 


Brunswick  street,  Dorchester  : 


Centervale  park,  Dorchester. 

Cedric  street,  Roxbury 

Epping  street,  Dorchester. . . 
Eric  avenue,  Dorchester.  .  .  . 
Everton  street,  Dorchester  *. 

Homestead  street,  Roxbury . 

Hubert  street,  Roxbury. . . .  . 

Lithgow  street,  Dorchester. . 


Normandy  street,  Dorchester  *. 
Orchardfield  street,  Dorchester. . 

Randall  street,  Dorchester  * 

Ripley  road,  Dorchester 


Southwick  street,  Dorchester. . . 
Theodore  street,  Dorchester. . .  . 


Tuckerman  street,  South  Boston, 
Upland  avenue,  Dorchester  * .  . . . 


Limits. 


Blue    Hill    avenue   to   Normandy 
street. 

Upland  avenue  to  Bourneside  street 

Magazine  street  to  Langdon  street. 

Washington  street  to  Norfolk  street 

Savin  Hill  avenue,  northerly 

Geneva  avenue  to  Olney  street .  .  . 

Humboldt    avenue    to    Elm  Hill 
avenue. 

Shawmut  avenue  to  Westminster 
street. 

Talbot     avenue     to     Wainwright 
street. 

Intervale  street  to  Devon  street.  . 

Dorchester    avenue    to    Freeport 
street. 

Harrison  avenue  to  Albany  street, 

Harvard  street  to  Vassar  street.  . 


Neponset     avenue     to     Freeport 
street. 

Morton  street,  818  feet  easterly. .  . 


Dorchester  street  to  Middle  street, 
Park  street  to  Melville  avenue. . . . 


Present  Condition. 


Rock  exca- 
rading    work    in 


Completed. 

Nearly  completed. 

Nearly  completed. 

No  work  done. 

Nearly  completed. 

Some   edgestone  set. 
vation  in  progress 

Edgestone    and 
progress. 

Nearly  completed. 

Edgestone  being  set   and   excava- 
tion in  progress. 

Nearly  completed. 

Edgestone    in    place.     Excavation 
in  progress. 

Nearly  completed. 

Edgestones  set  and  grading  nearly 
done. 

Being  filled  with  excavation  from 
Theodore  street. 


Being    excavated    for    filling 
Southwick  street. 

Completed. 

Nearly  completed. 


for 


*  Streets  marked  with  a  star  were  subgraded  by  the  city  day  labor  force  during  the  winter  of  1915-16,  the 
cost  being  charged  to  the  loan  for  laying  out  and  construction  of  highways.     Chapter  393,  Acts  of  1906. 


Percentage  of  area  completed  or  nearly 

completed 50.5% 

Total  number  of  square  yards  in  con- 
tract   27,645 

Total  number  of  square  yards  com- 
pleted or  nearly  completed 14,000 

Estimated  cost 869,286 .  53 


It  is  difficult  to  predict  how  much  of  the  work 
on  this  contract  will  be  completed  during  the 
present  fiscal  year.  With  favorable  weather  con- 
ditions for  two  or  three  weeks  longer,-  it  is  probable 
that  all  of  the  streets  can  be  completed,  except 
Southwick  and  Theodore  streets. 


Table  III. —  Contract  of  Bernard  B.  Grant.     (Granite  and  Wood  Block.) 
Date  of  Contract,  August  26,  1916.     Date  of  Completion,  November  15,  1916. 


Street. 


Limits. 


Present  Condition. 


Albany  street 

Albany  street 

Beach  street 

Batterymareh  street 
Canal  street 


Kneeland  street  to  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad. 

Dover     street     to     Northampton 
street. 

Harrison  avenue  to  Atlantic  avenue, 


Franklin  street  to  Broad  street .  .  .  . 

Haymarket   square   to    Causeway 
street. 


Paving  delayed  on  account  of  sewer  work 
and  congested  traffic. 

Paving  work  now  in  progress. 


Paving  delayed  on  account  of  necessary 
work  on  tracks  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company. 

Completed. 

Paving  delayed  by  change  in  plans  and 
necessary  work  on  tracks  of  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company. 
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Table   III. —  Continued. 


Street. 


Limits. 


Present  Condition. 


Clinton  street 

Cross  street 

Columbia  road. . . . 
Devonshire  street . 
Dorchester  street. 


Fulton  street 

Haymarket  square . 


Harrison  avenue . 


Lincoln  street. . . . 
McKinley  square. 
Mercantile  street. 


School  street 

Washington  street. 


Merchants     row    to    Commercial 
street. 

Commercial  street  to  Haymarket 
square. 

Edward  Everett  square  to  Dudley 
street. 

Adams  square  to  Water  street 


Savin    Hill    avenue    to    Freeport 
street. 


Blackstone    street    to    Richmond 
street. 


Kneeland  street  to  Dover  street.  , 
Essex  street  to  Beach  street 


South  Market  street  to  Richmond 
street. 

Tremont    street    to    Washington 
street. 

Haymarket  square  to  Elm  street .  . 


No  paving.     Sewer  work  in  progress. 


Withdrawn  by  city  on  account  of  lack 

of  money. 

» 
Paving  work  in  progress.     Change  in 

form,  of  construction. 

Paving  delayed  on  account  of  change 
from  granite  to  wood  blocks. 

Paving  delayed  on  account  of  necessary 
work  on  tracks  of  Boston  Elevate  d 
Railway  Company. 

Paving  delayed  on  account  of  sewer 
work. 

Paving  delayed  on  account  of  necessary 
work  on  tracks  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company. 

Paving  delayed  on  account  of  sewer 
work. 

Depends   somewhat    on   Beach  street. 

No  paving  work  yet  done. 

Withdrawn  by  city  on  account  of  lack  of 
money. 

Nearly  completed. 


Paving  delayed  on  account  of  necessary 
work  on  tracks  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company. 


Percentage  of  area  completed  or  nearly 

completed .  12 . 2 

Total  number  of  square  yards  in  con- 
tract   68,110 

Total  number   of  square  yards   com- 
pleted or  nearly  completed 8,300 ' 

Estimated  cost $362,304.70 

Of  the  work  under  this  contract,  Batterymarch 

street,    School    street,    a   part    of    Albany    street, 

Devonshire  street  and  perhaps  Lincoln  street  will 


probably  be   completed  during  the  present  year, 
approximately  15  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  what- 
ever blame  attaches  to  the  contractor  for  not 
completing  the  few  streets  that  are  ready  for  his 
work,  a  much  greater  measure  of  blame  belongs 
to  the  city  for  not  anticipating  the  necessary 
underground  work  to  be  done  and  on  account  of 
changes  in  the  plans,  which  should  have  been 
determined  before  the  contract  was  let. 


Table  IV. —  Contract  of  Wareen  Beothers  Company.     (Sheet  Asphalt.) 
Date  of  Contract,  September  9,  1916.     Date  for  Completion;  December  15,  1916. 


Street. 

Limits. 

Present  Condition. 

Appleton  street 

Berkeley  street  to  Columbus  avenue 

Nearly  completed. 

Blossom  street 

Tremont  street  to  Washington  street 

Berkeley  street  to  Columbus  avenue 

Albany  street  to  Dudley  street 

Completed. 

Dearborn  street,  Roxbury 

North  Anderson  street 

Parkman  street  to  Fruit  street .  . 

North  Grove  street 

North  Anderson  street  to  North  Grove  street, 
Columbus  avenue  to  Tremont  street 

No  work  done. 
Completed. 

West  Canton  street 

Per  cent  of  area  completed,  or  nearly 

completed 41.5 

Total  number  of  square  yards  in  con- 
tract   34,200 

Total  number  of  square  yards  com- 
pleted   14,261 


Estimated  cost 875,731.10 

It  is  doubtful  if  all  the  work  under  this  contract 
is  completed  during  the  present  year,  without 
unusually  favorable  weather  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year. 
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Table  V. —  Contract  of  Central  Construction  Company.     (Sheet  Asphalt.) 
Date  of  Contract,  October  9,  1916.     Date  for  Completion,  November  30,  1916. 


Street. 


Atkins  street,  Brighton 

Blake  street,  Dorchester 

IJexley  street,  West  Roxbury 

Cummings  road,  Brighton 

Fordham  road,  Brighton. ........ 

Gaffney  street,  Brighton 

Glencoe  street,  Brighton. 

Kenton  road,  West  Roxbury 

Lome  street,  West  Roxbury 

Matchett  street,  Brighton  * 

Neptune  street,  East  Boston 

Perham  street,  West  Roxbury. 
Richwood  street,  West  Roxbury .  . 

Saville  street,  West  Roxbury 

Selwyn  street,  West  Roxbury 

Westwood  street,  Dorchester 

Wordsworth  street,  East  Boston .  . . 
William  Jackson  avenue,  Brighton, 
Rugby  road,  Dorchester 


Limits. 


Present  Condition. 


Washington  street  to  Stratton  street. 

Hyde  Park  boundary  across  Randolph 

road. 
Washington  street  to  Florence  street. 

Commonwealth  avenue,  835  feet  east- 
erly. 

Commonwealth    avenue    to    Brighton 

.   avenue. 

Commonwealth  avenue  to  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad. 

North  Beacon  street  to  Gordon  street. 

Washington  street,  800  feet  southeast- 
erly. 
Harvard  street,  650  feet  northwesterly. 

Washington  street,  843  feet  northerly. 

Bennington  street  to   Boston,   Revere 

Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad. 
Vermont   street   to    New   York,    New 

Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad. 
Centre  street  to  Montview  street. 

Park  street  to  Stratford  street 


Farquhar  street,  1,175    feet    northeast- 
erly. 
Richfield  street  to  Wales  street. 

Horace  street  to  Coleridge  street. 

Chestnut  Hill  avenue  to  Academy  road. 

Randolph  road  to  Oakland  street. 


No  work  has  yet  been 
started  on  any  street. 

A  small  amount  of  excava- 
tion may  be  done  on  two 
or  three  of  the  streets. 

None  of  these  streets  will  be 
completed  during  the 
present  season,  unless  un- 
usually warm  and  pleasant 
weather  prevails  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year. 


*  Street  marked  with  a  star  was  subgraded  by  the  city  day  labor  force  during  the  winter  of  1915-16,  the 
cost  being  charged  to  the  loan  for  laying  out  and  construction  of  highways,  chapter  393,  Acts  of  1906. 


Total  number  of  square  yards  in  con- 
tract  


53,775 


Total  number   of  square  yards  com- 
pleted    — 

Estimated  cost $173,187  51 


Table  VI. —  Contract  or  Martino  DeMatteo.     (Bituminous  Macadam.) 
Date  of  Contract,  October  14,  1916.     Date  of  Completion,  November  30,  1916. 


Street. 

Limits. 

Present  Condition. 

Breck  avenue,  Brighton 

Washington  street  to  Langley  road .... 

No  work  done. 

Wyoming  street,  Roxbury 

Wabeno  street  to  Humboldt  avenue. . . . 

No  work  done. 

Augustus  avenue,  West  Roxbury. . . 

Metropolitan  [avenue  to  Ethel  street .  .  . 

Work  commenced. 

Granada  avenue,  West  Roxbury.  .  . 

Metropolitan  avenue  to  Ethel  street.  .  . 

No  work  done. 

Cornell  street,  West  Roxbury 

]S  o  work  done. 

Patten  street,  West  Roxbury 

Hyde  Park  avenue  to  Bourne  street 

No  work  done. 

Rose  street,  West  Roxbury 

South  street,  416  feet  westerly 

No  work  done. 

Vista  street,  Roxbury 

Augustus  avenue  to   Malvern  road 

Work  commenced. 

Caspian  way,  Dorchester 

Savin  Hill  avenue,  520   feet  easterly. . .  . 

No  work  done. 

Downer  avenue,  Dorchester 

No  work  done. 

Rowell  street,  Dorchester 

Hancock  street  to  Cushing  avenue 

No  work  done. 

Hill  Top  street,  Dorchester 

Work  commenced. 

Total  number  of  square  yards  in  con- 
tract   

Total  number  of  square  yards  com- 
pleted   


31,800 


Estimated  cost $61,642  90 

Work  has  been  begun  on  three  streets  only,  as 
above  indicated.  Probably  none  of  the  streets  will 
be  completed  during  the  present  season. 


NOVEMBER    20,    1916. 
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Specifications  for  the  contracts  scheduled  in  the 
foregoing  tables  appear  to  have  been  prepared  in 
substantial  agreement  with  the  specifications  of  the 
American  Society  of  Municipal  Improvements,  as 
recommended  by  the  commission  appointed  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  its  report  of  June  15,  1916, 
These  specifications,  if  properly  enforced,  will 
secure  satisfactory  work  and  on  all  of  the  larger 
contracts  the  work  being  accomplished  seems  to  be 
of  at  least  average  quality. 

Granite  Block. 

The  work  of  repaving  streets  with  granite  blocks, 
as  shown  in  Table  III.,  has  been  greatly  delayed, 
principally  on  account  of  the  neglect  and  over- 
sight of  the  city  authorities  in  charge  of  the  work. 
As  shown  in  the  table,  sewers  are  under  construc- 
tion in  many  of  the  streets  that  should  have  been 
and  doubtless  were  anticipated.  Some  of  the 
sewer  work  appears  to  be  unreasonably  delayed 
and  in  some  cases  unnecessary  latitude  has  been 
allowed  the  contractor  in  the  occupation-  of  streets. 
For  example,  a  recent  examination  of  Fulton 
street,  between  Ferry  and  Richmond  streets, 
showed  that  the  street  was  completely  obstructed 
with  large  piles  of  earth,  although  no  work  was  in 
progress.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  under 
proper  management  the  work  could  not  have  been 
done  without  serious  interference  in  the  street 
traffic. 

Again,  as  regards  Clinton  street,  although  pav- 
ing has  been  prevented  by  the  construction  of  a 
sewer,  this  street  is  one  of  the  most  congested  in  the 
city,  particularly  at  this  time  of  year,  when  green 
produce  is  being  delivered  to  the  markets.  This 
street  should  be  made  the  subject  of  an  emergency 
contract  and  the  paving  done  during  the  dull 
season  in  the  summer,  on  nights,  Sundays  and 
holidays.  By  such  a  method  the  work  could  be 
done  without  seriously  interfering  with  the  street 
traffic. 

Devonshire  street  has  been  changed  from  the 
granite  blocks  required  in  the  contract  to  wood 
blocks,  and  the  wood  blocks  have  only  recently 
arrived  in  the  city. 

The  withdrawal  of  Cross  street  and  Mercantile 
street  from  the  contract  for  granite  payed  streets 
is,  in  my  otrinion,  a  wise  provision,  rjarticularly  as 
regards  Cross  street.  As  pointed  out  in  a  previous 
report  on  street  conditions,  Cross  street  furnishes 
a  direct  route  from  the  Atlantic  avenue  water 
front  to  the  North  Station.  If  it  were  of  sufficient 
width,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  an  important 
thoroughfare.  At  its  Dresent  width  it  will  never 
become  an  important  street.  At  the  present  time 
the  greater  part  of  the  teams  -sing  this  street  are 
those  belonging  to  the  abutters  and  the  principal 
use  of  the  street  is  as  a  feeding  place  for  horses,  and 
as  a  waiting  place  for  teams.  The  street  is  barely 
wide  enough  for  three  lines  of  teams,  and  at  present, 
with  teams  standing  crosswise  of  the  street  to  de- 
liver goods,  it  is  impossible  for  even  one  team  to 
pass  through  the  street  without  serious  delay. 
Moreover,  the  street  repavement  is  not  necessary, 
as  the  present  pavement  is  in  fair  condition  as^ 
compared  with  some  neighboring  streets. 

There  has  been  considerable  discussion  in  the 
daily  papers  regarding  the  change  in  the  form  of 
construction  for  Columbia  road,  between  Edward 


Everett  square  and  Dudley  street.  In  my 
report  to  the  Finance  Commission  of  May  25, 
1916,  I  recommended  that  this  street  be  paved 
with  sheet  asphalt.  One  of  the  principal  reasons 
governing  this  selection  was  the  fact  that  the 
street  had  a  heavy  1  elford  base,  which  would 
have  been  especially  favorable  for  a  sheet  asphalt 
pavement.  It  appears  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  determined  that  a  granite  block 
pavement  composed  of  a  special  block  4  inches 
deep  should  be  laid  on  this  street,  with  the  Telford 
as  a  foundation.  Levels  actually  taken  on  this 
street,  compared  with  the  theoretical  grade  of  the 
Telford  foundation,  indicated  the  method  to  be 
feasible.  After  the  work  was  started  it  was  found 
that  the  Telford  base  was  for  the  greater  part 
higher  than  the  theoretical  grade.  This  discovery 
necessitated  the  removal  of  the  old  Telford  base 
and  the  substitution  of  a  concrete  base.  The 
work  of  removing  the  Telford  base  has  been  done 
as  extra  work  at  an  increased  cost  over  the  original 
plan,  estimated  as  _  approximately  $2,500.  If 
sufficient  preliminary  investigation  had  been  made 
it  would  have  been  found  that  the  plan  proposed 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  was  not  . 
feasible  and  the  plans  for  the  pavement  would  have 
been  according  to  the  method  finally  adopted. 

The  work  being  done  on  granite  paved  streets 
appears  to  be  of  at  least  average  quality  and  such 
small  matters  for  criticism  as  were  observed  during 
my  examination  appeared  to  be  due  to  lax  inspec- 
tion rather  than  any  intention  of  the  contractors 
to  neglect  or  avoid  any  of  their  contractual 
obligations. 

Sheet  Asphalt. 

In  deference  to  the  ooinion  of  members  of  the 
City  Council,  that  the  proper  place  to  inspect 
asphalt  paving  mixtures  is  at  the  mixing  plant, 
inspection  at  the  plants  of  the  various  contractors 
is  now  in  progress.  Two  inspectors  are  employed, 
one-  who  inspects  the  chemical  properties  of  the 
materials,  and  the  other  the  practical  work  of 
cooking  and  mixing.  This  inspection  will  un- 
doubtedly assist  in  obtaining  a  better  quality  of  - 
asphalt  pavement  than  has  been  obtained  in  the  past 
few  years,  or  than  would  have  been  obtained  had  not 
this  inspection  been  provided  for.  The  chemist 
has  no  city  laboratory  and  is  therefore  obliged  to 
make  such  tests  as  he  finds  possible  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  at 
one  of  its  laboratories.  The  chemical  inspection 
is  at  present  confined  to  penetration  tests  for  the 
asphalt  and  mechanical  analysis  of  the  sand.  The 
matter  of  the  composition  of  the  asphalt,  specific 
gravity,  ductility,  percentage  of  bitumen,  etc.,  is 
of  necessity  neglected.  I  am  informed  that  a 
laboratory  for  such  work  is  to  be  established  at 
City  Hall,  and  I  believe  that  the  expenditure  for 
such  a  laboratory  should  be  made.  The  areas  of 
-concrete  base  that  were  available  for  inspection 
appeared  to  be  of  good  quality. 

Day  Labor  Force. 
A  large  number  of  jobs  have  been  completed  by 
the  day  labor  force  of  the  city,  most  of  them  of 
small  area,  so  that  the  actual  amount  of  work  per- 
formed is  much  less  than  apDears  from  the  follow- 
ing list  of  streets. 


Table  VIII. —  Day  Labob  Work. 


Street. 


Material. 


Amount. 


Present 
Condition. 


East  Boston. 


Saratoga  street,   Butler  avenue  to  Washburn 
street. 

Asphalt  macadam 

$2,000  00 

In  progress. 

Bennington  street,  Saratoga  street  to  Leyden 
street. 

950  00 

Chelsea  street,  Porter  street  to  Marion  street. . .  . 

400  00 

Completed. 

Charlestown. 


Rutherford     avenue,    Mason    street    to    City 
square . 

Concord  street,  Bunker  Hill  street  to  Monument 
square. 


New  granite  block. 
Macadam 


$800  00 
700  00 


In  progress. 
Completed. 
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City  Proper. 


Stbeet. 

Material. 

Amount. 

Present 
Condition. 

S3.200 

00 

Harrison  avenue. 

Concrete  base 

200 

00 

Completed. 

Building. 

Chauncy  street,  Bedford  street  about  106  feet 
northerly. 

New  granite  block 

1,000 

00 

Completed. 

Essex  street  (north  side) ,  Washington  street  to 
Harrison  avenue. 

New  granite  block 

400 

00 

Completed. 

North  Margin  street,  La  Fayette  avenue  to  125 
feet  southerly. 

New  granite  block 

400 

00 

Completed. 

North  street,  Union  street  to  Merchants  row. . . . 

New  granite  block 

400 

00 

Completed. 

North  Centre  street,. Hanover  street  to  North 
street. 

Second-hand  granite  block, 

2,000 

00 

Completed. 

Allston  street,  Bulfinch  street  to  Bowdoin  street, 

800 

00 

Completed. 

Union  Park  street,  Shawmut  avenue  to  Wash- 
ington street. 

Asphalt  macadam 

900 

00 

Completed. 

Buckingham  street,  Dartmouth  streel  to  Colum- 

Second-hand macadam. .  . 

400 

00 

Completed. 

bus  avenue. 

Union    park,    Shawmut    avenue    to    Tremont 

950 

00 

street. 

Roxbury. 


St.  Albans  road,  Francis  street  to  Huntington 
avenue. 

Reinforced  concrete 

$8,600  00 

Not  started. 

Julian  street,  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Judson  street, 

Grading 

500  00 
800  00 

In  progress. 
Completed. 

Palmer  street,  Harrison  avenue  to  Washington 
street. 

New  granite  block 

Washington   street,    Bartlett   street   to    Guild 
street. 

New  granite  block 

990  00 

In  progress. 

Walnut  avenue    (north   side),   Dale   street   to 
Humboldt  avenue. 

Second-hand  granite  block, 

500  00 

In  progress. 

Ward  street  receiving  station  yard,  old  line  of 
pavement  to  4  feet. 

Second-hand  granite  block, 

300  00 

Not  started. 

Davenport  street,  Tremont  street  to  Columbus 
avenue. 

Macadam 

400  00 

Completed. 

Burke    street,    Tremont    street    to    Columbus 
avenue. 

Macadam 

400  00 

Completed. 

Walpole  street,  Tremont  street  to  Columbus 
avenue. 

Macadam ■ 

825  00 

Not  started. 

Cunard    street,    Cabot    street    to    Columbus 

Macadam 

825  00 

avenue. 

Weston  street,   Warwick   street  to   Columbus 
avenue. 

Macadam 

950  00 

Not  started. 

Sarsfield  street,  Tremont  street  to  Columbus 

325  00 

avenue. 

Bay  State  road,  Granby  road  to  Ashby  street. . 

Macadam 

950  00 

Completed. 

Chilmark    street,    Commonwealth    avenue    to 
Bay  State  road. 

Macadam 

625  00 

Completed. 

Benton  street,  Columbus  avenue  to  Tremont 
street. 

800  00 

Completed. 

Warren  street,  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Brunswick 
street. 

Asphalt  macadam 

900  00 

Completed. 

Dcerfield  street,  Bay  State  road  to  Common- 

Tar macadam 

950  00 

Completed. 

wealth  avenue. 

Cummington  street,  Blandford  street  to  Law  1 1  in 

2,500  00 

( lompleted. 

street. 
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Table  VIII. —  Continued. 


Stbeet. 

Material. 

Amount. 

Present 
Condition. 

Boylston   street,   Ipswich   street  to   Brookline 

$4,600  00 

950  00 

950  00 

950  00 

350  00 
300  00 

Completed. 

In  progress. 

Completed. 

Completed. 

Completed. 
In  progress. 

avenue. 
Haviland  street,  Massachusetts  avenue  to  Hem- 

en  way  street. 
Bickerstaff   street,    Haviland   street   to   Astor 

street. 
Blandford   street,    Commonwealth    avenue   to 

railroad. 
Appian  way,  Franklin  street  to  Raymond  street, 

Waumbeck  street,   Warren   street   to   Walnut 
avenue. 

South  Boston. 


Colton  street,  West  First  street  to  West  Second 

Granite  block 

$300  00 

900  00 
900  00 

850  00 
500  00 
950  00 
950  00 

Completed. 
Completed. 

street. 
Summer  street,  Viaduct  and  D  street  to  E  street, 

East   Second  street,   Dorchester  street   to   M 

Granite  block 

street. 

Completed. 

Carpenter  street,  Hyde  stree*  to  Preble  street . . 

I  street,  East  Fourth  street  to  East  Sixth  street, 

I  street,  East  Sixth  street  to  Columbia  road. . . . 

Tar  macadam 

In  progress.   , 

Dorchester. 


Charles  street,  Ditson  street  to  Geneva  avenue . . 

Charles  street,   Dorchester  avenue  to   Ditson 
street. 

Columbia  road,  Old  Colony  avenue  to  Newman 
street. 

Savin  street,  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Warren  street, 

Harvard  street,  Talbot  avenue  to  Vesta  road .... 

Roseelair  street,  Dorchester  avenue  to  Boston 
street. 

Harvard  street,  Vesta  road  to  Abbot  street. . . . 

Wellesley  park,  Park  street  to  Melville  avenue, 

Dixfield  street,  Old  Harbor  street  to  Covington 
street. 

Newport   street,   Crescent   avenue   to   Harbor 
View  street. 

Centre   street,   Dorchester   avenue   to   Adams 
street. 

Draper  street,  Bowdoin  street  to  Arcadia  street, 

Morton   street,    Canterbury   street   to   Forest 
Hills  Cemetery. 

Blue  Hill  avenue,  Woodrow  avenue  to  Talbot 
avenue. 

Blue   Hill   avenue,    at   intersection   of   Talbot 
avenue. 

Blue  Hill  avenue,  Hiawatha  road  to  Welling- 
ton Hill  street. 

Walk  Hill  street,  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Almont 
street. 

Pierce    square    (east   side),    Adams    street    to 
Milton  line. 


Concrete 

Asphalt  macadam . 

Asphalt  macadam . 

Asphalt  macadam. 
Asphalt  macadam. 
Asphalt  macadam . 

Asphalt  macadam . 

Asphalt  coat 

Tar  macadam 


Tar  macadam . 

Tar  macadam . 

Tar  macadam. 
Tar  macadam. 

Tar  macadam. 

Tar  macadam. 

Tar  macadam. 

Tar  macadam . 

Tar  macadam. 


$3,469  00 

In  progress 

2,831  00 

In  progress. 

2,800  00 

Completed. 

3,000  00 

Completed. 

950  00 

Completed. 

3,500  00- 

Completed. 

900  00 

Completed. 

500  00 

Completed. 

450  00 

Completed. 

900  00 

Completed. 

3,000  00 

Completed. 

5,500  00 

Completed. 

4,000  00 

Completed. 

950  00 

Completed. 

800  00 

Completed. 

900  00 

Not  started. 

990  00 

In  progress. 

500  00 

Completed. 
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Table  VIII. —  Continued. 


Street. 

Material. 

Amount. 

Present 
Condition. 

Howard  avenue,  Quincy  street  to  Cummington 
street. 

Second-hand  tar  macadam, 

$200  00 

In  progress. 

Quincy  street,   Blue  Hill  avenue   to   Howard 
avenue. 

Second-hand  tar  macadam, 

300  00 

In  progress. 

Faulkner  street,  Dorchester  avenue  to  Freeman 
street. 

Second-hand  tar  macadam, 

300  00 

Completed. 

Park  street,  Adams  street  to  railroad  bridge. . . 

Second-hand  tar  macadam, 

300  00 

In  progress. 

Olney    street,    Lakeville    street    to    Bowdoin 
street. 

Second-hand  tar  macadam, 

300  00 

Completed. 

West  Roxbury. 


$10,300  00 
100  00 

2,000  00 
1,500  00 
5,200  00 

1,500  00 

9,000  00 
10,900  00 

In  progress. 
Completed. 

Robinwood  avenue,  Rockview  street  100  feet 
northerly. 

Centre  street,  Bellevue  street  to  Beech  street . . 

Granite  block  gutters .... 

Centre  street,  Bellevue  street  to  Spring  street .  . 

Washington  street,  Ashland  street  to  La  Grange 

street. 
Washington  street,  New  York,  New  Haven  & 

Hartford  Railroad  to  Stony  brook. 
Milton  street,  Sprague  street  to  Dedham  line . . . 

Metropolitan  avenue,   Hyde   Park   avenue  to 
River  street. 

Tar  macadam 

In  progress. 

Brighton. 

Beacon  street,  Cleveland  circle  to  Newton  line. 

Concrete  pavement 

$35,000  00 

In  progress. 

Lincoln  street,  Everett  street  to  Portsmouth 
street. 

Asphalt  macadam 

950  00 

Completed. 

South  street,  Commonwealth  avenue  to  Chest- 
nut Hill. 

Tar  macadam 

800  00 

Completed. 

Lanark  road,  Colliston  road  to  Brookline  line .  . 

Tar  macadam 

300  00 

Completed. 

The  principal  work  now  in  progress  is  the  con- 
struction of  concrete  pavement  in  Parkton  road, 
West  Roxbury,  and  in  Beacon  street,  Brighton, 
from  Cleveland  circle  to  the  Newton  line.  The 
Beacon  street  work,  which  is  much  larger  than  any 
other  job  attempted  by  the  city,  is  proceeding 
slowly,  principally  due  to  the  lack  of  adequate 
machinery  for  placing  the  concrete.  The  gang 
which  is  employed  is  an  excellent  one,  the  pick  of  the 
Brighton  force,  and  capable  of  doing  two  or  three 
times  as  much  work  as  it  is  able  to  do  with  the 
apparatus  furnished  it.  Two  old  concrete  mixers 
equipped  with  gasolene  engines  are  on  the  job  and 
both  have  been  out  of  commission  for  repairs  at 
each  of  my  two  visits. 

Whereas  it  is  possible  to  put  in  place  75  linear 
feet  of  street  surface  with  the  force  on  the  work,  the 
average  is  not  more  than  20  feet  a  day.  The  cost 
of  concrete  mixer,  approximately  $2,000,  could  be 
saved  in  one  month's  work.  The  failure  to  furnish 
this  gang  with  suitable  apparatus  is  inexplicable. 

Analysis  of  the  work  done  by  the  day  labor  force, 
including  the  number  of  square  yards  of  pavement 
put  in  place  and  the  cost  of  the  same,  is  not  possible 
with  the  information  at  hand.  The  work  would 
require  all  the  information  necessary  for  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  annual  report  of  the  department.  The 
concrete  streets  appear  to  be,  so  far  as  completed, 
of  excellent  quality.  The  remainder  of  the  work 
appears  to  be  of  the  usual  quality  done  by  the  day 
labor  force. 

It  is  impossible  from  any  figure  available  at  the 
present  time  to  determine  how  much  pavement 
surface  will  be  constructed  or  repaired  as  the  total 


of  the  work  authorized  to  be  done  by  the  day  labor 
force.  A  very  rough  estimate  indicates  that  the 
work  authorized  may  be  divided  as  follows: 

Bituminous  macadam 137,000  square  yards.. 

Waterbound  macadam 25,000  square  yards 

Concrete  pavements 26,500  squareyards' 

New  granite  block  pavements,  2,300  square  yards. 
Second-hand    granite      block 

pavements 4,500  square  yards. 

Of  the  above  estimated  areas  jobs  aggregating 
totals  as  follows  have  not  yet  been  started  and 
probably  will  not  be  started  during  the  present 
year.      Certainly  they  will  not  be  finished. 

Bituminous  macadam 16,000  square  yards. 

Waterbound  macadam 20,000  square  yards. 

Concrete 4,900  square  yards. 

On  the  Beacon  street  and  Parkton  road  concrete 
jobs  about  9,000  square  yards  of  a  total  of  IS, 700 
square  yards  will  be  completed  during  the  present 
year.  Allowing  that  all  other  work  now  in  progress 
will  be  completed  during  the  present  season,  the 
figures  indicate  that  the  work  of  the  day  labor  force 
for  the  season  of  1916-17  will  be  represented  by  the 
following  approximate  areas: 

Bituminous  macadam 121,000  square  yards. 

Waterbound 5,000  square  yards. 

Concrete  pavements 11,900  square  yards. 

New  granite  block  pavements,  2,300  square  yards. 
Second-hand  granite  block 

pavements 4,500  square  \  aids 

Although,  if  unusually  good  weather  prevails  for 
the  next  month  or  six  weeks,  some  additional  work 
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of  laying  macadam  may  be  done;  the  figures  show 
clearly  that  the  season's  work  by  the  paving  service 
force  "will  be  much  less  than  for  any  previous  year 
for  which  reliable  records  exist.  In  quality  the 
work  of  the  day  labor  force  is  of  about  the  same 
average  as  for  previous  years. 

In  reviewing  the  foregoing  facts  some  of  the 
striking  features  for  criticism  are  as  regards: 

(A)     Contract  Work. 

(1.)  The  apparent  delay  in  awarding  contracts 
until  the  better  working  part  of  the  season  has 
passed.  , 

(2.)  The  apparent  disregard  of  the  contract 
date  for  completion  by  the  contractors,  and  the 
lack  of  effectual  means  for  forcing  the  contractors 
to  accelerate  their  work  and  to  finish  it  on  or 
before  the  contract  date. 

(3.)  The  failure  of  the  Public  Works  officials, 
in  fixing  the  time  for  the  completion  of  their  con- 
tracts, to  discriminate  between  work  of  general 
public  necessity  for  which  a  short  time  limit  should 
be  fixed  and  special  means  taken  to  secure  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work,  and  work  of  only  local  impor- 
tance for  which  practically  unlimited  time  could  be 
given  the  contractor,  if,  by  such  an  extension  of 
time,  lower  prices  and  better  work  could  be  secured. 

(4.)  The  lack  of  discrimination  in  making  up 
contracts  between  streets  that  can  be  closed  so  as 
to  give  the  contractor  exclusive  occupancy  during 
his  work  without  great  public  inconvenience,  and 
streets  that  cannot  be  closed  without  great  public 
inconvenience  and  for  which  special  methods  of 
construction  should  be  adopted. 

(5.)  The  failure  to  secure  to  the  contractor  the 
right  of  way  in  his  work  by  having  the  work  of 
public  service  corporations,  as  well  as  the  work  of 
sewers  and  water  pipes,  finished  before  the  con- 
tracts are  let. 

(6.)  The  lack  of  sufficient  preliminary  investi- 
gation of  conditions  before  plans  and  contracts 
are  prepared. 

(B)     Day  Labor  Force. 

(1.)  The  general  inefficiency  of  the  day  labor 
force. 

(2.)  The  decrease  in  efficiency  due  to  the  failure 
of  supervisory  officials  to  furnish  the  force  with 
such  necessary  apparatus  as  will  enable  it  to  be- 
come at  least  more  efficient. 

(A)  Contract  Work. 
(1.)  In  regard  to  the  time  of  the  award  of  the 
contracts,  in  the  majority  of  contracts  let  during 
the  present  year,  there  appears  to  have  been  no 
reason  why  these  contracts  could  not  have  been 
awarded  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  even  before 
the  advent  of  warm  weather.  The  greater  number 
of  streets  are  those  laid  out  under  chapter  393 
of  the  Acts  of  1906,  and  money  for  payment  of  the 
work  appears  to  have  been  available  from  loans 
made  in  the  previous  year,  a  balance  of  $495,903.01 
being  brought  over  from  1915-16.  As  regards  the 
contract  for  repaying  public  ways,  there  appears  to 
have  been  no  reason  why  these  streets  could  not 
have  been  definitely  decided  upon  before  the  open- 
in"  of  the  working  season  and  a  definite  list  sub- 
.  mitted  to  the  City  Council,  instead  of  the  pro- 
visional list  that  was  submitted.  By  such  a  method 
unnecessary  delay  and  argument  regarding  the 
location  and  character  of  streets  to  be  repaved 
would  have  been  avoided,  and  appropriations 
might  have  been  made  available  at  an  earlier  date. 

(2  )  It  is  apparent  that  the  contract  date  in  the 
majority  of  contracts  is  regarded,  after  the  contract 
is  let,  as  a  minor  provision  that  may  be  safely 
disregarded.  Although  the  notice  to  bidders,  under 
which  the  contracts  were  advertised,  contains  a  pro- 
vision that  the  contractor  should  submit  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  evidence  of  his 
ability  to  fulfill  the  contract  in  the  required  time 
and  of  his  possession  of  sufficient  plant,  the  pro- 
vision seems  in  practice  to  be  used  only  as  a  deter- 
rent to  prevent  competition  by  contractors  outside 
Boston  who  are  not  aware  of  the  slight  importance 
that  should  be  attached  to  such  requirements 

Various  expedients  have  been  suggested  to 
force  the  completion  of  contracts.  The  one  which 
seems  to  be  most  in  favor  is  the  insertion  of  a 
liquidated  damage  clause  in  all  contracts,  through 
which  a  forfeit  would  be  made  by  the  contractor 
in  case  his  work  was  not.  finished  by  contract 
date  In  my  opinion,  such  a  clause  would  not  be 
advisable  in  all  contracts,  although  m  specific 
instances  it  might  be  of  value.     The  importance 


of  such  provisions  depends  upon  the  care  with 
which  a  contract  has  been  made.  They  are  of  no 
value  unless  all  matters  have  been  included  that 
might  delay  the  contractor's  work.  Under  the 
usual  contract  it  is  easy  for  the  contractor  to 
secure  orders  for  extra  work  which  invalidates  the 
effect  of  the  forfeiture  provision.  In  the  ordinary 
contract  the  only  effect  of  a  forfeiture  provision 
would  be  still  further  to  limit  competition  by 
frightening  away  the  uninitiated  bidder. 

Ordinarily  the  contractor  who  has  overhead 
expenses  going  on  continuously  desires  to  finish 
his  work  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  Depend- 
ence upon  adequate  preliminary  investigation,  the 
completion  of  all  preliminary  work,  either  by  the 
city  or  by  public  service  corporations,  complete 
preparation  of  contracts,  the  power  to  take  away 
a  contractor's  work,  as  provided  in  the  present 
contracts,  in  case  specified  progress  is  not  being 
made,  and  the  exercise  of  a  proper  discrimination 
based  upon  past  experience  or  original  investiga- 
tion in  awarding  to  a  single  contractor  more  work 
than  he  has  facilities  to  complete,  will,  I  believe, 
give  better  assurance  of  the  early  completion  of 
the  contract  than  would  forfeitures  that  might  be 
exacted  of  the  contractor,  as  liquidated  damages. 
(3.)  The  greater  number  of  streets  constructed 
under  the  present  year's  contracts  are  so-called 
"393  streets"  in  the'suburban  districts.  Their 
construction  is  of  no  general  public  importance, 
and  ordinarily  the  abutting  property  owners  on 
these  streets  have  little  interest  in  the  time  when 
the  work  begins  or  is  completed.  The  way  in 
which  these  streets  are  regarded  by  the  Public 
Works  Department  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that 
the  work  on  several  of  the  streets  under  the  con- 
tracts now  being  considered,  was  begun  bythe  day 
labor  force  of  the  department  during  the  fall  of 
1915-16,  and  was  left  by  this  force  in  an  unfin- 
ished and  in  some  cases  a  practically  impassable 
condition  during  the  past  summer.  Had  no  work 
been  done  by  the  day  labor  force  of  the  depart- 
ment there  would  have  been  no  urgent  necessity 
for  the  early  completion  of  the  contracts  and,  as 
'previously  stated,  there  appears  to  be  no  reason 
why  these  contracts  could  not  have  been  made  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season  and  the  entire  working 
season  allowed  for  their  completion. —Peculiarly, 
in  one  oi  the  contracts  the  date  of  completion  is 
fixed  as  November  30,  although  the  law — chapter 
393  of  the  Acts  of  1906 — specifically  states  that 
no  work  shall  be  done  after  November  15,  "unless 
he  (the  superintendent)  certifies  in  a  writing 
approved  by  the  Mayor  and  kept  on  file  in  the 
office  of  said  superintendent,  that  public  necessity 
requires  the  work  to  be  done."  This  contract 
provision  probably  does  not  in  any  way  invalidate 
the  contract,  but  it  indicates  the  lack  of  attention 
which  the  department  gives  to  such  provisions  of 
law. 

(4.)  In  the  contract  for  repaving  public  ways, 
there  are  certain  streets,  for  example,  Columbia 
road,  School  street,  Batterymarph  street  and  Beach 
street,  which  it  is  apparent  could  be  closed  and  the 
contractor  given  exclusive  rights  of  occupation 
without  serious  inconvenience  to  the  public,  other 
avenues  of  traffic  being  available.  On  the  other 
hand,  such  streets  as  Clinton  street  cannot  be 
closed  for  long  periods  and  special  arrangements 
for  their  completion,  with  as  little  public  incon- 
venience as  possible,  should  be  made. 

(5.)  The  matter  of  having  the  necessary  work 
of  public  service  corporations  done  before  paving 
work  is  commenced  is  a  difficult  one,  particularly 
as  regards  the  track  work  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company.  Although  various  public 
service  corporations  are  usually  willing  to  co- 
operate with  the  city,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  legal 
means  are  at  hand  to  force  them  to  do  this  work 
at  such  times  as' suits  the  convenience  of  the  city 
authorities.  ■■■■  '  . 

Whatever  the  difficulties  in  securing  the  comple- 
tion of  public  service  work,  no  contracts  should 
'  be  let  until  all  such  work  is  completed  and  the 
contractor  given  a  free  hand  in  the  prosecution  of 
his  work.  To  secure  such  conditions  would 
undoubtedly  require  the  exercise  of  considerable 
foresight  and  would  probably  require  the  completion 
of  the  public  service  work  during  the  season 
preceding  the  season  in  which  the  paving  work  is  to 
be  done.  Certainly  there  should  be  no  difficulty 
in  having  the  sewer  and  water  pipes  put  in  place 
and  the  contractor  should  be  spared  such  annoy- 
ance as  we  have  recently  witnessed  on  School  street, 
where  the  Water  Division  dug  up  the  street  after 
the  concrete  base  had  been  put  in  place,  notwith- 
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standing  the  fact  that  the  street  had  been  occupied 
by  the  public  service  corporations  during  the  entire 
season. 

(6.)  The  lack  of  sufficient  preliminary  investi- 
gation before  contracts  are  advertised  is  becoming 
a  serious  matter  which  handicaps  the  contractor 
in  his  work,  prevents  free  competition,  and  necessi- 
tates the  submission  of  high  prices  by  bidders  not 
fully  acquainted  with  conditions.  The  work  on 
Columbia  road,  already  referred  to,  is  an  example 
during  the  present  season  where  expense  could 
have  been  avoided  by  making  adequate  prelimi- 
nary examination.  In  some  of  the  contracts  for 
asphalt  paving  the  contractors  were  not  informed 
that  filling  material  required  to  be  excavated  on 
certain  streets  was  of  suitable  quality  for  filling  on 
other  streets.  Such  matters  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  supervisory  officials  naturally  make  a  bidder- 
uncertain  as  to  the  latitude  that  will  be  allowed 
him.  The  city  saves  nothing,  as  the  contractor 
usually  submits  a  bid  high  enough  to  secure  the 
filling  from  independent  sources.  If  the  material 
on  the  job  is  found  to  be  suitable, it  means  an  addi- 
tional pnofit  to  the  contractor.  Such  matters 
should  be  the  subject  of  preliminary  investigation, 
so  that  exact  methods  of  doing  the  work  may  be 
defined  as  nearly  as  possible. 

(B)     Day  Labor  Force. 

(1.)  The  inefficiency  of  the  day  labor  force  has 
been  discussed  so  much  and  its  causes  are  so  well 
known  that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  make  further 
remarks  regarding  the  matter  in  the  present 
instance. 

(2.)  The  failure  to  furnish  the  day  labor  force 
with  suitable  apparatus  for  performing  its  work, 
thereby  increasing  its  inefficiency,  has  already 
been  referred  to.  Whatever  may  be  the  natural 
failings  of  the  day  labor  force,  it  at  least  should 
be  given  every  possible  chance  to  make  good. 

The  conditions  outlined  in  the  above  report  are 
approximately  as  of  November  7.  Whatever 
completion  of  the  work  or  commencing  of  work 
taken  place  since  that  time  will  not  change  the 
general  statements  or  conclusions  given. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Guy  C.  Emerson, 
Consulting  Engineer. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


DAYS   OFF  FOR  POLICEMEN. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  His  Excellency  Governor  Samuel  W. 
McCali  returned  to  the  Honorable  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  without  his  approval  the 
bill  entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  Days  Off  for 
Members  of  the  Police  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston,"  and 

Whereas,  The  bill  authorized  "the  city  govern- 
ment to  grant  the  members  of  the  police  depart- 
ment one  day  off  duty  in  eight  instead  of  one  day 
off  in  fifteen,  as  under  the  present  system,"  and 

Whereas,  Governor  McCali  stated  in  his  veto 
message  that  "the  p'olice  force  of  Boston  is  not 
surpassed  fmefficiency  and  discipline  by  any  police 
force  in  the  world,  if  indeed  it  is  equaled,  in  effi- 
ciency by  any  similar  force  in  the  country,  and  in 
point  of  discipline  and  personnel  the  city  and  the 
Commonwealth  may  well  be  proud  of  the  police 
force  of  Boston,"  and 

Whereas,  Governor  McCali  stated  that  "the 
city  government  had  not  petitioned  for  authority 
to  make  the  increase  nor  had  it  made  any  suggestion 
in  favor  of  the  said  bill,  but  with  due  regard  to 
the  rights  of  self-government,  in  a  matter  of  this 
sort  the  initiative  should  proceed  from  the  city 
authorities  and  if  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  their 
power  in  the  premises  should  be  enlarged  they 
should  make  that  opinion  known,  as  they  represent 
the  people  peculiarly  interested  and  who  are  to 
pay  the  bills  and  the  increased  cost,"  and 

Whereas,  Governor  McCali  stated  that  "if 
the  government  chosen  by  the  citizens  to  represent 
them,  and  having  especial  cognizance  of  all  the 
facts,  believe  that  time  off  duty  for  members  of  the 
police  department  should  be  inercascd,  with  the 
corresponding  increase  of  expense,  they  should 
make  a  representation  to  that  effect  to  the  Legisla- 
ture and  the  Lattei  should  not  assume  the  initiative 
wit] I  some  suggestion  from  the  city  govern- 
ment," and 

Whereas;  Governor  McCali  further  stated  that 
"it  may  be  that  the  off-duty  time  of  the  members 


should  be  increased  either  to  the  extent  provided 
for  by  the  bill  or  to  a  less  degree,  but  it  seems  that 
in  the  first  instance  the  authorities  of  the  city 
should  determine  whether  such  a  step  should  be 
taken  and  should  make  their  wishes  known  to  the 
Legislature,  and  that  their  wishes  would  have 
great  weignt  in  securing  legislative  action,"  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  city  government  of  Boston 
believing  time  off  duty  should  be  increased 
hereby  petitions  for  authority  to  grant  the  members 
of  the  Police  Department  one  day  off  in  eight,  and 
hereby  places  itself  on  record  in  favor  of  a  bill 
identical  with  Senate  Bill  463  of  1910,  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  favor 
such  a  bill  before  the  Legislature,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered  that  the  committee  on  legislative  matters 
of  the  City  Council  shall  appear  before  the  proper 
committee  of  the  Legislature  in  favor  of  and  in 
support  of  such  bill,  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  and 
orders  be  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Honorable 
Senate  and  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  to  the  Clerk  of  the  proper  committee 
of  the  Legislature;  also  to  every  Representative 
and  Senator  of  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  year  1917. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE — I  expect  these  resolutions 
will  be  referred  today  to  the  Executive  Committee 
so  that  the  members  of  the  Council  can  make  some 
investigation  as  to  the  question  of  passing  the 
resolution.  Last  year,  Mr.  Charles  S.  Lawler, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, introduced  a  bill,  which  was  House  Bill  624, 
in  relation  to  granting  days  off  for  members  of  the 
Police  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  the 
Senate  reported  a  bill,  which  was  Senate  Bill  429, 
and  then  that  was  changed  to  No.  463,  which  was 
entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  Days  Off  for  Members 
of  the  Police  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston." 
That  was  passed  by  the  Senate  on  May  2,  and  it 
reached  the  Governor  on  the  tenth  of  May  and  was 
vetoed  by  him  on  the  sixteenth  of  May.  And 
I  have  here  a  copy  of  his  veto  message  and  a  copy 
of  the  ect  which  he  vetoed.  The  copy  of  the  act 
reads  as  follows: 

Senate  No.  463. 

Senate  No.  429,  as  passed  to  be  ergro.-sed  by  the 

Senate. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

In   the   Year   One   Thousand   Nine   Hundred   and 

Sixteen. 
An  Act  Relative  to  Days  Off  for  Members  of  the 

Police  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 
Section  1.  Members  of  the  regular  and  reserve 
police  force  of  tie  city  of  Boston  shall  be  relieved 
of  police  duty,  without  loss  of  pay,  once  in  every 
period  of  eight  days  for  not  less  than  twentv-four 
consecutive  hours  except  for  the  time  required  to 
answer  at  roll  call  immediately  before  the  begin- 
ning or  immediately  after  the  end  of  a  tour  of  duty. 
The  time  and  manner  of  such  relief  shall  be  deter- 
mined in  each  instance  by  the  police  c  )mmissioner 
for  the  city  of  Boston,  or,  under  his  direction,  by 
the  superintendent  of  police  or  other  superior 
officer.  A  member  so  relieved  shall  be  exempt  for 
said  period  from  actual  police  service,  and  from 
presence  tor  duty  but  otherwise  shall  be  subject 
during  such  time  to  all  the  laws,  rules,  orders  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  force  which 
may  then  be  in  effect.  Should  the  exigencies  of 
the  service,  in  the  judgment  of  the  commissioner, 
or  of  the  superintendent  or  such  other  superior 
officer  at  any  time  require,  such  period  of  relief 
may  be  postponed  or  curtailed;  provided,  the  same 
is  made  up  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be. practicable. 
Sect.  2.  The  police  commissioner  tor  the  city 
of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
appoint  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  such 
additional  members  of  the  police  force  as  he  shall 
deem  necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  full  effect  after 
the  lapse  of  six  months  following  its  acceptance  by 
the  city  council  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  ap- 
proval of  the  mayor. 

Senate,  May  2,  1916. 
Passed  to  be  engrossed. 

Sent  clown  for  concurrence. 

Henry  D.  Coouihie,  Clerk. 
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The  other  is  the  veto  message,  which  is  contained 
in  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  under  date  of  Wednes- 
day, May  17,  and  upon  which  these  resolutions 
were  based: 

Journal  of  the  Senate. 

Wednesday,  May  17,  1916. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Chaplain. 

Bill  Returned  by  the  Governor  with  His 
Objections. 
The  engrossed  bill  relative  to  days  off  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Police  Department  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton (which  originated  in  the  Senate)   (see  Senate, 
No.  463), — which,  on  May  10,  had  been  laid  before 
the    Governor    for    his    approbation,    and    which, 
subsequently  to  adjournment  on  Tuesday,  May  16, 
had  been  returned  by  his  Excellency  to  the  Clerk 
ot  the  Senate  together  with  his  objections  thereto 
in  writing, — was  laid  before  the  Senate. 
The  message  was  as  follows: 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Executive  Department,  Boston,  16th  May,  1916. 
To  the   Honorable   Senate   and   House   of   Repre- 
sentatives: 
I  return  herewith  without  my  approval  the  en- 
grossed bill  entitled  "An  Act  relative  to  days  off 
for  members  of  the  Police  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston."     (See  Senate,  No.  463.) 

The  bill  authorizes  the  city  government  to 
grant  the  members  of  the  Police  Department  in 
addition  to  fourteen  days'  vacation  with  pay, 
which  they  now  receive,  one  day  off  duty  in  eight 
instead  of  one  day  off  in  fifteen,  as  under  the  pres- 
ent system. 

The  police  force  of  Boston  is  not  surpassed,  if 
indeed  it  is  equalled,  in  efficiency  by  any  similar 
force  in  the  country.  Under  the  direction  of  its 
commissioner  it  is  largely  a  self-governing  body 
with  its  own  courts  to  try  infractions  upon  dis- 
cipline and  to  establish  a  high  standard  of  conduct 
among  its  men.  A  force  cf  such  a  character  is 
attractive  to  men  of  high  grade,  and  in  point  of 
discirjline  and  personnel  the  city,  and  the  Com- 
monwealth so  far  as  the  latter  is  responsible,  may 
well  be  proud  of  the  police  force  of  Boston.  But 
the  city  government  has  not  oetitioned  for  author- 
ity to  make  the  increase,  nor  so  far  as  I  am  informed 
has  it  made  anv  suggestion  in  favor  of  the  pending 
bill.  While  the  Legislature  has  imposed  peculiar 
limitations  upon  the  power  of  the  government  of 
Boston,  nevertheless  with  due  regard  to  the  rights 
of  self-government,  in  a  matter  of  this  sort  the 
initiative  should  proceed  from  the  city  authorities. 
If  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  their  power  in  the 
•premises  should  be  enlarged  they  should  make  that 
opinion  known.  They  represent  the  people  pecu- 
liarly interested  and  who  are  to  pay  the  bills. 
The  representatives  of  the  other  cities  and  of  the 
towns  should  not  in  the  first  instance  pass  an 
enactment  upon  the  subject  which  is  likely  in  effect 
to  foreclose  the  question  and  to  determine  the 
action  of  the  city  government  whatever  its  view 
of  the  subject  might  be.  The  city  would  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  the  increased  cost  which  I  am  in- 
formed would  at  the  beginning  amount  to  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  and  ultimately  to  one 
hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  a  year._  As  was 
said  by  Governor  Russell  in  vetoing  a  similar  bill 
with  reference  to  increasing  the  time  off  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Fire  Department  of  Boston,  "They" 
(the  citizens  of  Boston)  "know  its  needs  and  its 
wishes  and  are  vitally  interested  in  its  efficiency." 
If  the  government,  chosen  by  the  citizens  to  repre- 
sent them,  and  having  especial  cognizance  of  all 
the  facts  believes  that  time-off  duty  for  members 
of  the  police  department  should  be  increased, 
with  the  corresponding  increase  of  expense,  they 
should  make  a  representation  to  that  effect  to  the 
Legislature  and  I  think  the  latter  should  not  assume 
the  initiative  without  some  suggestion  from  the 
city  government  or  from  the  force  itself. 

The  police  force  of  the  city  numbers  some  six- 
teen hundre'd  members.  The  men  who  are  ad- 
mitted to  it  begin  their  service  as  reserve  men, 
so  called,  or  practically  as  probationers,  and  after 
serving  for  a  year  and  a  half  in  that  capacity  they 
become  patrolmen  with  a  salary  of  one  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  which  is  increased  one  hundred 
dollars  each  year  until  a  maximum  of  fourteen 
hundred  dollars  is  reached.  There  are  one  hun- 
dred seven  sergeants  with  a  salary  of  seventeen 
hundred  fifty  dollars,  forty  lieutenants  with  a 
salary  of  two'  thousand  dollars,  twenty-five  inspec- 
tors with  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars,  and 
twenty-five  captains  with  a  salary  of  three  thousand 
dollars.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  is  a  liberal 
opportunity   for   promotion   and   for   increase   in 


pay.  In  addition  they  may  be  retired  upon  pen- 
sions for  which  no  deductions  are  made  from  their 
pay. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Boston  police  force  is  the 
best  paid  of  any  in  the  world,  with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  New  York,  and  that  the  pay  of  the  mem- 
bers of  these  two  forces  is  about  the  same.  I  feel 
sure  that  it  is  not.  surpassed  in  efficiency  and  dis- 
cipline by  any  police  force  in  the  world.  I  under- 
stand that  time-off  duty  of  members  of  the  force 
corresponds  closely  with  that  of  cities  similar  in 
size  to  Boston.  It  may  be  that  the  off-duty  time 
of  the  members  should  be  increased  either  to  the 
extent  provided  for  by  the  bill  or  to  a  less  degree, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  in  the  first  instance  the 
authorities  of  the  city  should  determine  whether 
such  a  step  should  be  taken  and  should  make  their 
wishes  known  to  the  Legislature.  That  their 
wishes  would  have  great  weight  in  securing  legis- 
lative action  I  have  no  doubt. 

Samuel  W.  McCall. 

The  message  (see  Senate,  No.  502)  was  read 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  bill, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion; and,  pending  the  question  on  passing  the 
bill,  the  objections  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  the  next 
session,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLaughlin. 

Now,  this  year  I  have  talked  with  Mr.  Lawler, 
and  Mr.  Lawler  states  he  intends  to  put  a  bill  in 
the  Legislature  similar  to  the  one  which  was  vetoed 
last  year.  And  I  notice  by  the  papers  that  a  new 
bill  has  been  filed  which  is  identical  with  Senate 
Bill  463,  with  the  single  exception  that  in  section  3 
the  words  "after  the  lapse  of  six  months"  has  been 
stricken  out.  In  the  old  bill  which  was  vetoed, 
section  3  said:  "This  act  shall  take  full  effect  after 
the  lapse  of  six  months  following  its  acceptance  by 
the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  the 
approval  of  the  Mayor;"  but  the  new  act  which 
has  been  filed  by  a  member  of  the  Senate,  which 
is  now  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate,  gives 
the  same  section  3  of  Senate  Bill  463  with  the 
words,  as  I  said  before,  "after  the  lapse  of  six 
months,"  stricken  out.  I  talked  with  the  Police 
Commissioner  some  time  ago,  and  he  said  that  in 
order  to  put  a  bill  like  this  into  effect  it  would  be 
necessary  to  add  100  men  to  the  police  force  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  the  reserve  men  when  they  are 
appointed  receive  $780  a  year,  in  fact,  they  receive 
$780  for  the  first  year  and  a  half.  So  that  if  the 
same  thing  happened  the  coming  year  as  happened 
last  year,  and  the  bill  was  accepted  by  the  city 
government,  then  the  Police  Department  would  be 
called  upon  for  the  six  months,  the  balance  of  the 
year,  to  expend  in  the  neighborhood  of  about 
$39,000.  And  after  a  year  and  a  half  the  reserve 
men  are  paid  $1,000  a  year,  so  that  if  100  men 
would  be  necessary,  as  the  Police  Commissioner 
says  they  would  be,  it  would  cost  at  the  end  of  a 
year  and  a  half,  if  put  into  operation,  $100,000, 
and  at  the  end  of  two  and  one  half  years  $110,000, 
at  the  end  of  three  and  one  half  years  $120,000,  at 
the  end  of  four  and  one  half  years  $130,000,  and 
when  the  men  receive  full  pay  at  the  end  of  five  and 
one  half  years  it  would  mean  an  increased  expendi- 
ture of  $140,000.  I  thought  I  would  call  that  to  the 
attention  of  the  Council  so  that  they  would  under- 
stand what  the  expense  would  be  in  case  this  was 
accepted  by  the  City  Council  after  acceptance  by 
the  Legislature.  So  I  think  that  this  Council 
should  take  some  action  on  this  proposition,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth vetoed  the  bill  last  year  because  the  City 
Council  had  taken  no  action  at  all. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SETTLEMENT   OF   LAND   CLAIM. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  4,  viz.: 

4.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  settle  the  claim  of  the 
City  of  'Boston  against  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  for  about  fourteen  hundred  seventy- 
six  (1,476)  square  feet  of  land  on  the  southerly  side 
of  Walnut  street  in  Neponset  Village  in  the  Dor- 
chester district  of  Boston,  taken  by  the  Metro- 
politan Park  Commission  of  said  Commonwealth 
by  a  talcing  dated  December  23,  1914,  and  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  3850,  page  241,  and  for 
that  purpose  that  he  be  and  is  hereby  authorized 
and  instructed  to  execute,  acknowledge  and  deliver 
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in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  the 
deed  and  release  of  damages  conveying  said  land 
and  releasing  the  claim  of  said  city  to  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  on  account  of  said 
taking,  a  copy  of  which  deed  is  filed  herewith. 

On  October  31  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
eas  8,  nays  0. 


TRANSFERS  FOR  HOSPITAL  DEPART- 
MENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  busi- 
ness, No.  5,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  make  the  following  trans- 
fers: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Hospital  Depart- 
ment, Coal  Pocket,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Hospital  Department,  Tunnel  and  Garbage  House, 
$6,722.69. 

From  the  appropriation  for  Hospital  Depart- 
ment, Pathological  Building,  Remodeling  Basement, 
to  the  appropriation  for  Hospital  Department, 
Tunnel  and  Garbage  House,  SI, 190.94. 

On  October  31  the  foregoing  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  8,  nays  0. 


MUNICIPAL    BUILDING,    SOUTH    END. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  proceed  with  the 
erection  of  the  proposed  municipal  building  in  the 
South  End. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.35  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  were  called  to  order 
by  the  President  at  5.28  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Michael  Donahue  and 
communications  (referred  October  17)  to  be 
retired  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914 — that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  at  his  own  request. 

Report  accepted;  petitioner  given  leave  to 
withdraw. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  George  M.  Tully 
(referred  October  17)  for  retirement  under  pro- 
visions of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914— recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  La- 
borers be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of 
1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1915,  George  M.  Tully  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  various 
orders  (referred  today)  transferring  various  items 
in  the  segregated  budget  to  other  items — that  the 
orders  ought  to  pass,  with  the  exception  of  the 
following: 

Suffolk  Covinty  Courthouse,  county  buildings. 

Public  Buildings  Department. 

Public  Works  Department,  Bridge  and  Ferry 
Division,  Ferry  Service. 

Public  Works  Department,  Highway  Division, 
Paving  Service. 


Public  Works  Department,  Highway  Division, 
Street  Cleaning  and  Oiling  Service. 

Public  Works  Department,  Highway  Division, 
Sanitary  Service. 

Public  Works  Department,  Highway  Division, 
Water  Service. 

Report  accepted;  orders  passed  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  ones  specified,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  November  13)  for  closing  of  portion  of 
Washington  street  to  street  railway  cars — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  be  requested  to  discontinue  its  surface 
cars  on  Washington  street,  between  Franklin  and 
Boylston  streets,  on  week  days  between  the  hours 
of  9  a.  m.  and  7  p.~m.,  in  the  period  begin- 
ning December  4,  1916,  and  ending  January  13, 
1917;  and  that  the  company  be  further  requested, 
during  the  same  time  and  within  the  same  hours,  to 
make  such  other  incidental  changes  in  the  routing 
and  operation  of  its  cars  as  are  recommended  by 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  in 
the  communication  of  the  Board  dated  November 
16,  1916,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order 

Coun.  KENNY  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  "January  13"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
"January  5." 

The  motion  to  amend  was  declared  lest.  Coun. 
KENNY  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call. 

The  amendment  was  reacted,  yeas  2,  nays  5, 
Coun.  KENNY  and  McDONALD  voting  yea. 

The  order  was  passed. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  November. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  busi- 
ness, Nos.  1,  2  and  3  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  of  Constables  of  the  City  of  Boston,  viz.: 

1.  John  H.  French. 

2.  Henry  J.  Rogan. 

3.  Reuben  Goren. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Attridge  and  Coleman.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6.  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


SIDEWALK,  MONADNOCK  STREET. 

Coun.  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  the  Monadnock  stieet  side  of  estate  No. 
735  Dudley  street,  Ward  17,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  269  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  LEHY  moved  a  general  reconsideration 
on  all  business,  hoping  that  the  same  would  not 
prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  5.42  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KENNY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  November  27,  at 
three  o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY   COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday.November  27,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  Citv  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  Gitj.  Hall,  President  HAG  AN  in 
the  chair  and  all  the  members  present. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  December  6,  1916: 

William  F.  Keane,  Ward  25;  Robert  E.  Holli- 
day,  Ward  21;  Thomas  M.  Taylor,  Ward  26; 
James  T.  Martin,  Ward  21;  Daniel  .1.  Brown, 
Ward  10;  William  B.  Moran,  Ward  25;  Joseph 
Hodges,  Ward  15:  Robert  R  McCaull,  Ward  18: 
Patrick  H.  Crowley,  Ward  12;  G.  Edison  Camp- 
bell, Ward  10;  Michael  J.  Winn,  Ward  8;  Joseph 
Dorr,  Ward  11;  Jeremiah  J.  Reardon,  Ward  19; 
Albert  Carson,  Ward  18:  George  B.  Scott,  Ward 
24;  Olaf  Sternberg,  Ward  24;  Charles  E.  Ware.  Jr., 
Ward  11;  John  fi.  McPherson,  Ward  24;  William 
Johnson,  Ward  18;  Edwin  G.  Andrews,  Ward  11; 
John  Tassinari,  Ward  2;  John  J.  Neary,  Ward  3; 
Charles  S.  Flagg,  Ward  7;  Samuel  Steinberg, 
Ward  9;  Robert  fl.  Mackinnon,  Ward  19;  William 
M.  Foley,  Ward  20;  Charles  Brandt,  Ward  1; 
Frank  Russo,  Ward  14;  Michael  J.  Reagan,  Ward 
20;  Herbert  L.  Greene,  Ward  10;  Jacob  Hurwitz, 
Ward  16:  John  E.  Ryan,  Ward  17:  Jeremiah  J. 
McCarthy,  Ward  16;  James  F.  Mullen,  Ward  22; 
William  F.  Russell,  Ward  10;  Joseph  J.  Linton, 
Ward  17. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  December  7, 
1916: 

Benjamin  J.  Allen,  Ward  23:  Thomas  J.  Crump, 
Ward  14;  Charles  James  Fox,  Ward  19;  Aloysius  .1. 
Ochs,  Ward  19;  Edward  C.  Daley,  Ward  17; 
Konrad  Schieffler,  Ward  15;  Louis  F.  Woodruff, 
Ward  10;  George  R.  Haskell,  Ward  26;  Abraham 
Wolf,  Ward  1;  James  A.  Geehan,  Ward  15; 
John  H.  L.  Timmins,  Ward  25;  John  W.  McPhee, 
Ward  14:  Edward  Walsh,  Ward  13;  Herbert  H. 
Holton,  Ward  11;  Albert  P.  Button,  Ward  7; 
John  H.  Leighton,  Ward  1;  Thomas  F.  Sliney, 
Ward  20;  S.  Lawson  Smith,  Ward  26:  John  J. 
Hickey,  Ward  20;  Walter  E.  Carlton,  Ward  26; 
Augustus  G.  Plummer,  Ward  23;  Leopold  E. 
Fregeau,  Ward  18;  Charles  W.  Franklin,  Ward  17; 
HaTry  L.  Whipple,  Ward  21;  James  T.  Manson, 
Ward  2:  Alexander  Baker,  Ward  16;  David  Crow- 
ley, Ward  1;  Arthur  F.  Mooney,  Ward  1;  Joseph' 
Griffin,  Ward  21;  Patrick  Fole.v,  Ward  21;  Angus 
B.  Mclsaac,  Ward  20;  John  H.  Keleher,  Ware;  22; 
Thomas  L.  Lynch,  Ward  23;  Alfred  B.  Thatcher, 
Ward  24;  Frederick  A.  Williams,  Jr.,  Ward  26; 
Richard  C.  Domigan,  Ward  18. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  appoint  Chester  B.  Hayden,  10 
Washington  street,  Charlestown,  a  Weigher  of 
Goods  for  the  Eastern  Salt  Company  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1917. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curlev,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


TRANSFER,   ASSISTANT   MEDICAL 
EXAMINER. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I    am   in   receipt    of   the   inclosed 
communication   from   the   Associate    Medical   Ex- 
aminer, Northern  District,  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curlev,  Mayor. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
County  of  Suffolk, 
Boston,  November  20,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston:  . 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  spoken  with  the  Budget 
Commissioner  in  regard  to  the  insufficient  amount 
appropriated  for  my  office  in  the  last  budget,  and 
as  my  time  of  service  is  nearly  used  up  and  my 
unpaid  bills  aTe  at  hand,  I  respectfully  call  your 
attention  to  the  amounts  and  what  these  unpaid 
bills  are,  and  respectfully  ask  you  for  a  sufficient 
increase  in  my  appropriation  to  cover  the  amounts 
of  the  bills  due.  The  Budget  Commissioner  knows 
that  I  am  sepding  this  letter  to  you. 

I  have  the  following  bills  on  hand  and  due: 
Undertakers'    bills    for    the    removal    of 

bodies $68  00 

This  comes  under  Group  B,  No.  5,  and 
there  is  only  $5  of  the  appropriation  left. 
Transportation 113  00 

This  comes  under  Group  B,   No.  4,  for 
which  there  is  nothing  left  of  the  appro- 
priation. 
Clerical  services 100  00 

This  comes  under  Group  B,  No.  29,  for 
which  there  is  $3  of  the  appropriation  left. 

8281   00 

All  the  amounts  that  can  be  transferred  from  one 
group  to  another  have  been  transferred,  and  I  feel 
that  my  appropriation  should  be  increased  in 
sufficient  amount  at  least  so  that  these  bills  can  be 
paid. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Oscar  Richardson,  M.  D. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Associate 
Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District: 

To  B-5,  Cartage  and  Freight $2?   00 

To  B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons 113  00 

To  B-29,  Stenographic  and  Copying 30   00 

$166  00 


Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


VARIOUS   MUNICIPAL  TRANSFERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  orders  for 
transfer  from  various  items  in  the  segregated  bud- 
get to  other  items,  in  conformity  with  requests  of 
department  heads,  and  recommend  the  approval 
of  the  same  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curlev,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

Associate  Medical  Examiner,  Northern 
District. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-28,  Expert  and 
Architect,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-29,  Steno- 
graphic and  Copying,  $50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
I  he  Arts  of  L898,  I  lie  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 
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Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-10,  Library,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage,  $15. 

Voted,  Thai  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of  the 
Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Children's 'Institutions  Department,  Placing 
Out  and  Office  Division. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of 
Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-16,'  Wearing 
Apparel,  $2,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Persons, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage,  $25. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Fire  Department. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-3,  Advertising  and 
Posting,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and 
Instruments,  $52.50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-32,  Towing, 
$30. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-13,  Chemi- 
cals and  Disinfectants,  $70. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and  Instru- 
ments. $132.50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  B-18,  Cleaning,  $100. 

From  the  aDpropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle 
Repairs  and  Care,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-l, 
Building,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicle  Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-4, 
Forage  and  Animal,  $800. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-22,  Medical,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant,  $25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-25,  Examinations, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and  Instru- 
ments, $204.03. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-25,  Examinations, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-13,  Chemicals  and  Dis- 
infectants, $68.97. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-29,  Stenographic 
and  copying,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General 
Plant,  $40. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Service  of 
Venires,  etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage 
and  Animal,  $7.21. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-36,  Boiler  Inspec- 
tion, to  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice, 
$24. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-ll,  Marine,  to  the 
appropriation  for  C-6,  Stable,  $11.84. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-ll,  Marine,  to  the 
appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  $34.34. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-ll,  Marine,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-13,  Chemicals  and  Disinfect- 
ants, $10.71. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-14,  Live  Stock,  to 
the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  $123.23. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-10,  Rent, 
Taxes  and  Water,  $623.08. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage, 
$20.82. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  $18.31. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and 
Ice,  $3.40. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and  Animal, 
$1,928.25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  to  the 
appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and  Instruments, 
$500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  to  the 
appropriation  for  E-l,  Building,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-7,  Veterinary,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-14,  Marine,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant,  $75.34. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-14,  Marine,  to  the 
appropriation  for  D-13,  Chemicals  and  Disinfect- 
ants, $0.46. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-18,  Cloth,  Hats, 
etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  $192.98. 


From  the  appropriation  for  D-18,  Cloth,  Hats, 
etc.,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-13,  Chemicals  and 
Disinfectants,  $1.19. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-9,  Machinery,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and  Animal, 
$95.80. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-9,  Machinery,  to 
the  appropriation  for  D-13,  Chemicals  and  Disin- 
fectants, $0.42.. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers: 

Municipal   Court,   West     Roxbury   District. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage, 
$10. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Com- 
munication, $10. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-7,  Furniture 
and  Fittings,  $18.     . 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-10,  Library, 
$2. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  $20. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-15,  Motorless 
Vehicles  Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-9, 
Office,  $15. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfers: 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees, 
Service  of  Venires,  etc.,  $400. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-2,  Postage,  to 
the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Service  of 
Venires,  etc.,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees, 
Service  of  Venires,  etc.,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  G-l,  Probation 
Officers'  Expenses,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-35, 
Fees,  Service  of  Venires,  etc.,  $600. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LAND    FOR    EXTENSION     OF    BELGRADE 
AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — For  the  extension  of  Belgrade 
avenue  it  was  necessary  for  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  to  take  a  strip  of  land  in  the  West 
Roxbury  Parkwav,  which  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission. 

The  commission  has  agreed  to  transfer  the  land 
in  question,  containing  approximately  14,000 
square  feet,  to  the  care  and  control  of  the  City  of 
Boston  for  this  purpose,  and  I  accordingly  rec- 
ommend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  vote 
which  authorizes  the  city  to  accept  the  same. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Voted,  To  accept  from  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  acting  through  its  Metropolitan 
Park  Commission,  the  transfer  for  care  and  control, 
including  police  protection,  of  a  certain  parcel  of 
land  in  that  part  of  Boston  in  the  County  of  Suffolk 
and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  called  West 
Roxbury,  and  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  Metropolitan  Park  Com- 
mission, West  Roxbury  Parkway,  Plan  of  Transfer 
in  Boston  for  care  and  control  to  City  of  Boston 
of  land  for  extension  of  Belgrade  Avenue,  .  .  . 
November  17,  1916,  John  R.  Rablin,  Engineer," 
being  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners'  Plan 
No.  709,  as  set  forth  in  an  indenture  by  and  be- 
tween said  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  and  the 
City  of  Boston,  dated  November  22,  1916,  a  copy 
of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  and  to  that  end  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
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ized  to  execute  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City 
of  Boston  said  indenture  with  the  said  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER  FOR  SOLDIERS' 
DEPARTMENT. 


RELIEF 


The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion received  from  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department 
and  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department, 

November  27,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The  passage  of  chapter  314,  Acts  of  ' 
1916,  at  the  special  session  of  the  Legislature  in 
September  last,  granting  state  aid  to  the  depend- 
ents of  soldiers  at  the  Mexican  border  resulted  in 
an  extra  and  unlooked-for  expense  to  this  depart- 
ment of  $8,809  for  October,  and  S5.448.13  for 
November;   total,  S14.257.13. 

But  for  this  extra  expense,  the  Soldiers'  Relief 
Department  would  have  had  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  an  unexpended  balance  of  over  $10,000, 
this  being  made  possible  by  reductions  of  payments 
to  beneficiaries  in  consequence  of  increases  in  their 
United  States  pensions. 

Because  of  this  extra  expense,  I  respectfully 
request  a  transfer  of  S4.000  to  Group  F,  No.  8, 
budget  of  this  department. 

A  small  number  of  the  dependents  of  Mexican 
border  soldiers,  not  yet  mustered  out,  must  go  on 
the  December  pay  roll,  but  I  estimate  that  the 
transfer  requested  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  such 
expense. 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  E.  Gilman, 
Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $4,000  from  the 
appropriation  for  Granolithic  Sidewalks  to  the 
appropriation  for  Soldiers'  Relief  Department, 
Group  F-S. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


EXPENSES    OF    HEIGHT    OF    BUILDINGS 
COMMISSION. 
The  following  was 'received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed  com- 
munication from  the  Commission  on  Height  of 
Buildings,  advising  that  they  have  incurred  expenses 
amounting  to  $930.53  in  connection  with  their 
work,  and  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order, 
gig  Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Commission  on  Height  of  Buildings, 

November  3,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The  Commission  on  Height  of  Build- 
ings in  the  City  of  Boston  has  found  it  necessary 
to  incur  certain  expenses  in  connection  with  its 
work,  extending  over  nearly  a  year,  prior  to  filing 
order  defining  the  boundaries  of  districts  A  and  U 
in  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  a  copy  of  which  has  been 
transmitted  to  you  today. 
Those  expenses  include: 

Advertising • $331   18 

Verbatim  reports  of  public  hearings _.     300  30 

Secret  anal  sorvices  including  BtiT-Jgraplu; 

work 250   00 

Stationery  and  postage .. . . .       23  00 


Maps,  mounts  and  reproductions -$12  20 

Typewriting ._. 12   00 

Recording  fee 1  85 


$930  53 


The  commission  further  suggests,  should  youi 
Honor  see  fit  to  recommend  the  printing  of  this 
report  as  a  public  docurrent,  that  there  be  pub- 
lished in  connection  therewith  a  msp  showing  the 
boundaries  as  now  established.  This  suggestion  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  when  this  commission  started 
work  nearly,  a  year  ago,  the  only  map  available 
showing  the  boundaries  of  districts  A  and  B  was 
found  in  the  report  of  a  New  York  commission. 
We  have  on  file  a  map  showing  these  boundaries 
which  could  be  readily  reproduced  for  use  in  con- 
nection with  the  report. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Ralph  A.  Cram. 

Ordered,  That  the  expenses  of  the  Commission 
on  Height  of  Buildings,  amounting  to  S930.53,  be 
charged  to  Reserve  Fund. 


PUBLIC   PARK,    NORTH   END. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  recent  report  of  the  Boston 
Board  of  Health  disclosed  the  pleasing  announce- 
ment that  the  health  record  of  Boston  is  higher 
and  the  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  lower  than  that 
of  any  other  large  city  in  the  United  States. 

If  it  were  possible  to  eliminate  the  disease  and 
death-breeding  slum  section  where  the  sunlight 
seldom  penetrates,  where  the  air  has^  little  oppor- 
tunity for  circulation,  where  typhoid  fever  and 
tuberculosis  breed,  and  where  doctors  and  under- 
takers do  a  thriving  business,  it  might  be  possible 
to  improve  upon  the  present  record. 

It  is  desirable  that  a  beginning  be  made,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  wise  investment  to  ex- 
pend not  less  than  5200,000  annually  for  the  pro- 
tection" of  public  health  and  the  improvement  of 
the  aesthetic  value  of  the  city  through  the  abolition 
of  the  slum  sections. 

During  a  period  of  fifty  years,  the  North  End 
section  of  the  city  has  been  subject  to  investiga- 
tions and  reports  without  any  action  being  taken. 

The  most  unsightly,  unhealthful  and  hazardous 
section  of  the  entire  city,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
who,  from  time  to  time  during  the  past  half  century, 
have  considered  the  problem,  is  the  section  known 
as  Morton  street. 

I  transmit  herewith  report  of  the  City  Planning 
Board  and  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  also  a 
communication  from  the  President  of  the  Boston 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  accordingly  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanjdng  order, 
which  will  render  available  the  necessary  funds 
for  the  initial  step  on  the  matter  of  a  more  healthful 
and  beautiful  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
November  24,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  Boston  Chamber  of 
Commerce  has  indorsed  the  proposed  widening 
of  Morton  street  on  the  ground  that  it  is  an 
absolutely  necessary  humanitarian  measure. 

This  particular  location  is  probably  the  worst 
sore  spot  in  the  City  of  Boston.  The  Chamber 
does  not  believe  that  it  should  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue to  fester  while  a  general  comprehensive  plan 
is  being  evolved  for  the  improvement  of  all  the 
slums.  ',■_..  „ 

The  Chamber  agrees  with  the  Finance  Com- 
mission that  such  a  plan  should  be  evolved,  but  as 
it  is  inconceivable  that  this  location  would  not  be 
included  in  any  plan  as  one  of  the  first  spots  to 
be  remedied  the  Chamber  believes  that  work  here 
should  start  promptly.  * 

The  work  in  carrying  out  any  general  plan  will 
be  done  piecemeal  anyway.  The  scheme  evolved 
by  the  City  Planning  Board  with  respect  to  this 
particular  district  is  admirable  and  could  not  but 
harmonize  with  any  general  plan. 

The  conditions  here  at  present  are  intolorab  lo 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


For  fiftyrone  years  the  Health  Department  and 
other  investigating  bodies  have  reported  this  as 
one  of  the  worst  localities  in  Boston. 

Prof.  Dwight  Porter  in  1888  referred  to  the 
density  of  occupation  in  this  block  as  715  persons 
to  the  acre. 

In  1909  the  density  was  reported  as  1,032  persons 
to  the  acre. 

Morton  street  is  the  narrowest  vehicle  traveled 
public  way  in  the  city.  It  is  so  narrow  that  there 
is  no  possibility  of  the  sun  reaching  into  windows 
below  the  top  stories  of  the  houses  on  it. 

The  basement  rooms  have  been  condemned  for 
human  habitation  and  are  now  used  largely  for  the 
storage  of  fruit.  In  spite  of  every  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities  the  street  is  offensive  from 
decayed  fruit  and  other  dirt  and  litter  much  of 
the  time. 

The  houses  cover  86  per  cent  of  the  block 
exclusive  of  the  streets,  and  the  street  area  is  28 
per  cent  as  against  a  normal  35  to  40  per  cent. 
The  fire  peril  is  terrible  to  contemplate. 

There  is  no  breathing  space  nearer  than  the 
Prince  Street  Playground,  and  that  is  inadequate 
to  provide  for  the  needs  of  those  living  nearer  to  it. 

Let  us  make  a  beginning  and  show  some  real 
accomplishment  in  this  work. 

This  is  not  part  of  any  traffic  plan  that  needs  to 
be  coordinated  with  other  development. 

It  is  a  single  isolated  spot  that  is  now  pointed 
to  visitors  as  the  worst  spot  in  Boston. 

The  Chamber  hopes  that  work  may  be  begun  as 
soon  as  the  money  can  be  made  available  for  it. 
Yours  verv  truly, 

C.  F.  Wood,  President. 

Annexed  is  the  report  of  the  Planning  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $200,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Commission  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  public  park  within  the  area  bounded  by 
Salem,  Stillman,  Cross  and  Endicott  streets,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time  upon 
the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SAFEGUARDING   HIGHWAY  DRAW- 
BRIDGES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — -I  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  methods 
of  safeguarding  highway  drawbridges  which  has 
this  day  been  adopted  by  the  General  Committee 
at  its  meeting,  and  I  recommend  that  the  same 
be  printed  as  a  public  document. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjrlet,  Mayor. 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  November  21,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The  committee  appointed  by  you  on 
Thursday,  November  16, 1016,  to  consider  methods 
of  s'afeguarding  highway  drawbridges,  begs  to 
submit  the  following  recommendations,  which  were 
adopted  at  its  meeting  on  November  21,  1916: 

1.  That  the  gates  at  all  highway  drawbridges 
be  painted  white  with  transverse  black  stripes  and 
so  maintained  as  to  be  conspicuous  at  all  times. 

2.  That  there  shall  be  installed  on  all  highway 
drawbridge  gates  a  large  sign  not  less^  than  24 
inches  long  and  not  less  than  18  inches  wide,  bear- 
ing the  word  "Stop"  painted  in  black  on  white 
background. 

3.  That  there  shall  be  installed  at  a  proper 
distance  from  all  highway  drawbridge  gates  lights 
with  reflectors  so  arranged  that  the  gates  and 
signs  shall  be  brightly  illuminated  when  the' gates 
are  closed. 

4.  That  there  shall  be  installed  on  all  gates  of 
highway  drawbridges,  over  which  electric  cars 
operate,  at  a  proper  distance  above  the  ground, 
powerful  red  lens  lanterns,  so  located  that  when 
the  gates  are  closed  a  lantern  will  hang  at  a  proper 
elevation  above  the  ground  directly  between  the 
two  rails  on  each  track  and  that  the  drawtenders 
be  required  to  light  these  lanterns  at  sunset  and 


keep  them  burning  until  sunrise.  The  practice  of 
displaying  sufficient  warning  lights  for  all  other 
vehicular  traffic  shall  be  continued. 

5.  That  there  shall  be  installed  at  all  highway 
drawbridges  a  large  gong  at  a  distance  of  not  less 
than  100  feet  from  each  end  of  the  draw  span,  so 
interlocked  with  the  drawbridge  operating  mechan- 
ism as  to  make  it  compulsory  on  the  part  of  the 
drawbridge  tender  to  close  the  circuit  which  causes 
the  gong  to  ring  before  he  can  open  the  drawbridge, 
the  gong  to  be  designed  to  ring  continuously  while 
the  draw  span  is  open. 

6.  That  existing  gates  at  highway  drawbridges 
shall  be  substantially  braced,  guyed  and  strength- 
ened and  provided  with  such  fastenings  in  the  form 
of  chains,  cables  or  other  device,  so  that  when 
closed  they  will  offer  their  maximum  of  resistance 
to  vehicles  colliding  with  same. 

7.  That  there  shall  be  a  sign  installed  at  all 
highway  drawbridges  over  which  electric  cars 
operate,  directly  over  the  car  tracks,  at  a  distance  of 
approximately  100  feet  from  the  draw  opening  on 
each  side,  reading  "Slow  Across  Draw,"  such  sign 
to  be  not  less  than  36  inches  long  and  not  less  than 
12  inches  wide,  and  to  be  lettered  in  black  on 
white  background. 

8.  That  an  illuminated  sign  not  less  than  36 
"inches  long  and  not  less  than  12  inches  wide  read- 
ing "Stop  When  Draw  is  Open"  be  installed  at  a 
distance  of  approximately  200  feet  from  each  high- 
way drawbridge  and  the  illuminating  mechanism 
interlocked  with  drawbridge  and  gong  operating 
mechanism. 

The  committee  believes  that  the  above  recom- 
mendations should  be  carried  out  with  as  great 
dispatch  as  possible. 

The  committee  has  also  considered  the  advisa- 
bility of  establishing  at  each  highway  draw  span 
a  positive  barrier  that  will  absolutely  stop  all 
vehicles  which  may  disregard  such  warnings  as 
may  be  provided.  It  believes  that  any  such 
barrier  should  be  one  which  would  yield  gradually. 
The  committee  realizes  that  the  selection  of  such 
a  barrier  is  a  question  which  requires  the  most 
careful  and  thorough  investigation.  Before 
making  any  definite  recommendations  it  respect- 
fully requests  that  it  be  permitted  to  have  more 
time  to  study  this  phase  of  the  question  before 
making  a  final  report. 

The  committee  wishes  to  state  that  it  has  given 
careful  consideration  to  the  wisdom  of  installing 
derailing  devices,  and  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  danger  from  derailment  of  electric  cars  to 
other  vehicles  standing  at  the  side  of  the  tracks, 
to  foot  passengers  on  sidewalks,  and  to  the  passen- 
gers in  the  car  which  might  thus  be  forced  off  the 
side  of  the  bridge,  is  so  great  as  to  make  such  de- 
vices dangerous  and  impracticable.  It  has  also 
considered  the  wisdom  of  automatically  cutting 
off  the  power  from  electric  cars  at  a  reasonable 
distance  from  the  draw  span  before  the  latter  is 
opened,  but  feels  that  this  might  prove  dangerous 
in  case  of  failure  of  brakes,  as  the  motorman  would 
then  have  no  opportunity  of  controlling  the  car 
with  his  reverse. 

The  committee  recommends  that  copies  of  this 
report  be  sent  to  all  state  bodies  having  charge 
of  maintenance  and  operation  of  highway  draw-  „ 
bridges. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Charles  M.  Spofford,  Chairman, 
Professor  in  Charge,  Civil  and  Sani- 
tary     Engineering       Department, 
Massachusetts    Institute    of   Tech- 
nology. 
John  E.  Carty,  Secretary, 

Division   Engineer  Bridge  and  Ferry 
Division,    Public    Works     Depart- 
ment, Boston. 
T.  T.  H.  Harwood, 

Assistant    Engineer      United    States 
Engineer's  Office,  Boston. 
John  R.  Rablin, 

Chief     Engineer    Metropolitan    Park 
Commission. 
James  D.  Andrews, 

Superintendent  of  Station  Construc- 
tion   Edison  Electric   Illuminating 
Company. 
M.  C.  Brush, 

President   Boston   Elevated   Railway. 
Company. 
David  Curtin, 

Engineer  Maintenance  of  Way,  Bay 
State  Street  Railway  Company. 

Placed  on  file  and  ordered  printed. 


NOVEMBER    27,    1916. 
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MAYOR'S  REPLY  TO  FINANCE  COMMIS- 
SION RESPECTING  AWARD  OF  CON- 
TRACTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  recent  report  of  the  Finance 
Commission  addressed  to  you  under  date  of  No- 
vember 23,  1916,  respecting  the  award  of  contracts, 
does  this  administration  such  an  injustice  that  I 
must  make  a  reply. 

The  statement  to  the  effect  that  since  the  first 
six  months  of  the  present  administration  the  bars 
have  been  gradually  let  down,  until  requests  for 
dispensing  with  advertising  are  becoming  more 
frequent,  and  the  reasons  more  trivial,  is  not  true. 
The  bars  have  not  been  let  down;  the  reasons 
assigned  in  every  case  were  true  reasons  and,  in 
my  opinion,  they  were  sufficient. 

The  specific  instances  given  by  the  commission 
to  support  its  theory  as  to  the  letting  down  of  the 
bars  in  the  contract  system  show  how  trivial  the 
complaints  of  the  commission  are: 

One  sample  is  the  criticism  for  awarding  a  con- 
tract for  $1,100  for  a  temporary  structure  which 
was  used  to  house  the  horses  and  apparatus  of 
Engine  Company  No.  8  while  the  Salem  street 
quarters  were  being  remodeled.  Bids  were  re- 
quested from  several  contractors  in  this  case,  and 
only  two  bids  were  received,  the_  contract  being 
awarded  to  the  lower  bidder.  This  was  in  a  sense 
an  emergency  job,  and  it  was  in  consideration  of 
just  such  emergencies  as  this  that  the  Legislature 
gave  the  executive  officers  latitude  in  regard  to  the 
award  of  contracts  without  advertisement. 

The  next  instance  is  the  paving  of  the  north  side 
of  Commonwealth  avenue.  This  was  merely  the 
extension  of  an  existing  contract  at  the  same  unit 
prices,  the  unit  prices  in  the  contract  having  been 
secured  after  public  advertisement  for  bids. 

The  criticism  of  the  awarding  of  contracts  to 
J.  C.  Coleman  &  Sons  Company,  amounting  to 
$15,000  in  the  winter  of  1914-15,  is  an  exhibition 
of  the  same  spirit  which  caused  Ralph  Adams  Cram, 
the  other  day,  to  protest  against  the  commission's 
objection  to  the  Morton  and  Stillman  streets 
improvement.  At  this  time  (1914.-15)  a  great 
many  men  were  out  of  employment,  and  both  they 
and  their  families  were  on  the  verge  of  starvation. 
The  work  of  grading  Ronan  park  had  to  be  done, 
and  in  order  to  give  employment  to  a  considerable 
number  in  the  quickest  possible  time,  I  authorized 
the  awaid  of  the  contracts  to  the  J.  C.  Coleman  & 
Sons  Company  without  advertisement.  The  men 
went  to  work  and  obtained  money  which  gave  food 
to  themselves^  and  their  families.  It  is  possible 
that  the  city  did  not  get  the  full  value  of  this  money 
under  such  conditions,  but  it  is  equally  likely  that 
if  I  had  advertised  for  bids,  and  thereby  postponed 
the  beginning  of  the  work,  many  an  honest  man 
would  have  gone  hungry.  The  distress  was  so 
great  at  the  time  that  it  stimulated  the  charity  of 
many  wealthy  people,  notably  the  late  lamented 
George  A.  Gardner,  who  gave  me  $16,000  to  spend 
for  the  relief  of  the  unemployed. 

The  criticism  of  the  contract  for  lighting  election 
booths  and  the  saving  of  If  cents  per  lantern  per 
night,  plus  the  value  of  the  use  of  the  lantern 
equipment,  is  almost  too  trivial  to  answer. 

As  to  the  criticism  of  the  City  Hospital  Trustees 
for  awarding  a  contract  for  $1,180  for  a  galvanized- 
iron  fence  around  the  hospital  grounds  in  West 
Roxbury,  I  have  nothing  further  to  say  than  that  it 
appeared  to  the  trustees  to  be  a  good  business 
proposition,  and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  should 
prefer  to  take  the  judgment  of  Mr.  A.  Shuman, 
president  of  the  Hospital  Trustees  than  that  of  the 
Finance  Commission. 

The  insinuation  of  the  commission  that  I  am 
breaking  down  the  competitive  system  in  the  Fire 
Department,  in  the  purchase  of  motor  cars  and 
motor  apparatus,  is  almost  too  ridiculous  to  men- 
tion. So  far  as  I  know  there  never  was  any 
effective  advertised  competition  for  fire  depart- 
ment automobiles  or  other  motor-driven  apparatus. 
I  am  not  criticising  the  practice  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment in  earlier  days  because  I  think  the  only  way 
to  buy  an  automobile  is  to  find  out  what  kind 
you  want  and  then  go  into  the  market  and  buy  it 
at  the  lowest  price  you  can  get.  When  the  Finance 
Commission  cites  the  competition  of  May  IS,  1912, 
and  gives  the  impression  that  it  was  followed  by 
purchase,  it  is  misleading  the  public  Although 
the  four  conoerns  named  by  tho  commission  did 


bid  at  that  time,  none  of  them  received  the  contract. 
The  automobile  runabouts,  which  were  purchased 
in  that  year  and  in  the  succeeding  year,  were  pur- 
chased from  another  company,  and  without  com- 
petition, the  total  amount  spent  being  approxi- 
mately $20,000. 

The  recommendations  of  the  commission  that 
before  contracts  are  awarded  without  advertising 
the  reasons  first  be  published  in  the  City  Record 
would  cause  serious  delays  in  the  administration 
of  the  city's  business.  It  was  intended  that  the 
Chief  Executive  should  take  responsibility  in  al- 
lowing contracts  to  be  awarded  without  advertis- 
ing in  such  cases,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
take  the  responsibility  in  awarding  the  contr  acts 
for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  City  Record. 
'  Thejrecommendation  of  the  commission  that  the 
city  advertise  for  automobiles  and  motor-driven  fire 
apparatus,  and  buy  in  wholesale  quantities  for  a 
stated  term  of  years,  is  so  unwise  that  I  cannot 
understand  how  the  commission  could  have  been 
led  into  such  an  error.  I  believe  we  would  not  get 
either  cheaper  or  better  machines  by  that  method, 
even  if  we  ever  needed  such  numbers  as  to  make 
wholesale  purchases  possible. 

The  statement  that  '  'especially  during  the  last 
two  years"  the  giving  in  detail  of  reasons  for  not 
advertising  has  been  more  honored  in  the  breach 
than  in  the  observance,  is  not  true.  I  do  not  know 
of  a  single  case  where  a  contract  has  been  awarded 
without  advertising  where  the  reasons  have  not 
been  published  in  the  City  Record. 

The  commission  says  that  the  record  of  the 
present  administration  in  the  number  of  contracts 
which  have  been  advertised  "has  in  the  main  been 
commendable."  What  it  should  have  said  is  that 
it  is  the  best  record  that  has  ever  been  made  in  the 
history  of  the  city.  The  records  in  my  administra- 
tion, up  to  the  last  date  when  I  had  them  compiled, 
show  that  96.83  per  cent  in  amount  of  the  contracts 
were  awarded  after  public  advertisement  for  bids, 
which  is  slightly  higher  than  the  percentage  in  the 
late  Mayor  Hibbard's  term,  which  was  95.2  per 
cent.  The  comparison  as  to  number  was  93.62 
per  cent  in  my  administration,  and  90.8  per  cent  in 
the  late  Mayor  Hibbard's  administration.  How 
much  better  these  figures  are  than  those  which  have 
been  made  in  previous  administrations.  Thus,  in 
the  years  1885-90,  inclusive,  the  number  of  con- 
tracts awarded  with  advertising  ranged  from  57  per 
cent  to  81  per  cent.  In  Mayor  Matthews'  four 
years,  1891-94,  inclusive,  the  figures  were  79,  81,  80 
and  77  per  cent,  respectively.  In  Mayor  Curtis' 
year,  1895,  the  figure  was  81  per  cent.  In  Mayor 
Quincy's  four  years,  1S96-99,  inclusive,  the  figures 
were  73,  65,  63  and  61  per  cent,  respectively.  In 
Mayor  Hart's  two  years,  1900-01,  the  figures  were 
52  and  32  per  cent,  respectively.  In  the  late 
Mayor  Collins'  administration,  1902  to  1905, 
inclusive,  the  figures  were  70,  67,  65  and  61  per  cent, 
respectively,  the  latter  being  for  the  year  1905  up 
to  September  16.  In  Mayor  Fitzgerald's  first  term, 
1906-07,  the  figures  were  46  and  48  per  cent,  respec- 
tively. The  figures  just  given  are  taken  from  page 
39  of  Volume  V.  of  the  Finance  Commission's 
Reports.  In  Mayor  Fitzgerald's  second  term,  in 
the  period  February  1,  1910,  to  January  3,  1914, 
inclusive,  the  number  of  contracts  advertised  and 
awarded  w_as  86.2  per  cent  as  shown  on  page  20  of 
Volume  IX.  of  the  Finance  Commission's  Reports. 
The  very  much  higher  percentage  of  contracts 
awarded  after  advertisement  in  my  administration, 
has  already  been  shown,  and  as  the  Finance  Com- 
mission was  aware  not  only  of  the  contract  history 
in  my  administration,  but  also  in  previous  admin- 
istrations, as  shown  by  its  own  reports,  it  is  singular 
that  it  should  speak  of  my  record  in  this  respect  as 
being  commendable  "in  the  main."  Why  couldn^t 
the  commission  have  told  the  truth  and  said  that  it 
was  the  best  record  made  so  far? 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

James  Ticrney,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Dorchester  street. 

Matilda  .Y.  Boron,  to  be  paid  for  damages  at  576 
Centre  street  by  change  of  grade  of  street. 
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Carlene  N.  Chipman  et  al.,  for  rebate  of  portion 
of  water  tax  on  estates  1  and  2  Holborn  terrace, 
Roxbur> . 

Charles  J.  Jacobs  Company,  for  compensation 
for  the  death  of  a  horse  by  a  defect  in  the  street  in 
rear  of  101  Cedar  street,  Roxbury. 

Edward  G.  Woods,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  automobile  by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Publio  Lands. 
Petition  from  William  H.  M.  Healey  et  al.;  for 
the  modification  of  restrictions  on  land  on  River- 
wpy. 

Unclaimed  Baggage. 
Petition  from  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  for  leave 
to  sell  unclaimed  baggage. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  following  constables' 
bonds,  viz.: 

Philip  Berwin,  John  H.  French. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


NOTICE   OF  APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Maj'or  of  the 
appointment  of  John  B.  Martin  as  Superintendent 
of  Supplies,  a  certified  copy  of  the  same  having  been 
sent  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  asking  for  information  concerning 
John  B.  Martin  appointed  by  the  Mayor  as 
Superintendent  of  Supplies. 

Placed  on  file. 


AWARDING  OF  CONTRACTS  BY  DEPART- 
MENT  HEADS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  November  23,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  reports 
as  follows  on  the  order  of  October  31  of  the  City 
Council,  in  which  the  commission  is  requested  to 
give- its  opinion  upon  the  practice  of  the  Mayor 
in  granting  to  department  heads  permission  to 
award  contracts  without  advertising  for  bids  and 
to  make  recommendations  thereon. 

The  conduct  of  the  contract  system  has  in  years 
"past  aroused  merited  criticisms  of  mayors  who 
disregarded  the  practice  of  public  advertising  for 
bids  and  gave  without  competition,  to  their  politi- 
cal favorites  and  supporters,  a  goodly  share  of  the 
city's  business.  The  result  was  that  the  city  paid 
excessive  prices  and  received  inferior  goods.  Up 
to  1909  (September  9)  *  the  City  of  Boston  was 
reciuired  by  law  to  advertise  for  contracts  amount- 
ing in  cost  to  $2,000  or  over,  unless  special  per- 
mission to  award  without  advertising  was  given 
by  the  Mayor  in  writing.  Such  a  large  figure, 
however,  easily  permitted  contracts  to  be  split, 
so  as  to  come  below  the  requirements  of  the  law. 
Not  only  were  numerous  contracts,  which  should 
have  been  given  as  one  contract,  split  into  sev- 
eral parts  so  as  to  fall  below  $2,000  in  each  case, 
but  the  then  mayor,  in  1906-08,  granted  wholesale 
requests  for  awarding  contracts  without  seeking 
competitive  bids.  In  commenting  on  this  prac- 
tice, the  Finance  Commission  pointed  out  that, 
from  January  1,  1906,  to  January  31,  1908,  only 
47  per  cent  of  the  contracts  were  advertised,  while 
in  the  following  period,  February  1,  1908,  to  Sep- 
tember 9,  1909,*  as  a  result  of  the  investigation  of 
the  Finance  Commission,  90.8  per  cent  were  adver- 
tised. Such  a  comparison  shows  plainly  that 
mayors  who  have  the  interest  of  the  city  at  heart 
can  direct  department  heads  to  advertise  publicly 
for  bids  on  almost  all  of  the  city's  contracts. 
Thus,  during  the  latter  period  mentioned  above, 
three  departments  (Street,  Water  and  Supply), 
which  contract  for  the  largest  amount  of  the  city's 
business  and  make  the  greater  part  of  the  city's 
contracts,  had  advertised  93.3  per  cent  of  their 
contracts. 

*  The  law  was  changed  requiring  advertisements 
on  contracts  of  $1,000  or  more. 


In  order  to  stop  the  practice  of  splitting  con- 
tracts, the  new  charter  specifically  provided  as 
follows: 

Section  30.  Every  officer  or  board  in  charge 
of  a  depoi'tment  in  said  city,  when  authorized 
to  erect  a  new  building  or  to  make  structural 
changes  in  an  existing  building,  shall  make  con- 
tracts therefor,  not  exceeding  five,  each  contract 
to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  mayor;  and 
when  about  to  do  any  work  or  to  make  any  pur- 
chase, the  estimated  cost  of  which  alone,  or  in 
conjunction  with  other  similar  work  or  purchase 
which  might  properly  be  included  in  the  same 
contract,  amounts  to  or  exceeds  one  thousand 
dollars,  shall,  unless  the  mayor  gives  written 
authority  to  do  otherwise,  invite  proposals  there- 
for by  advertisement  in  the  City  Record.  Such 
advertisement  shall  state  the  time  and  place  for 
opening  the  proposals  in  answer  to  said  advertise- 
ment, and  shall  reserve  the  right  to  the  officer 
or  board  to  reject  any  or  all  proposals.  No 
authority  to  dispense  with  advertising  shall  be 
given  by  the  mayor  unless  the  said  officer  or  board 
furnishes  him  with  a  signed  statement  which  shall 
be  published  in  the  City  Record  giving  in  detail  the 
'reasons  for  not  inviting  bids  by  advertisement. 

The  latter  provision,  requiring  the  publication 
in  the  City  Record  of  a  signed  statement,  giving  in 
detail  reasons  for  not  advertising,  has  been  more 
honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance, 
especially  during  the  last  two  years.  An  excerpt 
from  the  department  letter  may  be  published  in 
the  City  Record,  but  only  occasionally  has  the 
detailed  statement  called  for  by  the  law -been 
printed. 

The  record  of  the  administration  of  the  present 
mayor  in  the  number  of  contracts  which  have  been 
advertised  has  in  the  main  been  commendable. 
Thus  from  February  1,  1914,  to  January  1,  1915, 
91.1  per  cent  of  the  city's  contracts  over  $1,000 
were  advertised,  and  from  February  1,  1915,  to 
January  1,  1916,  90  per  cent  were  advertised. 

Since  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, however,  the  bars  have  gradually 
been  let  down,  until  requests  for  dispensing  with 
advertising  are  becoming  more  and  more  frequent, 
and  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  special  permission 
more  and  more  trivial. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that,  though  there  may 
be  occasions  when  a  head  of  a  department  feels 
that  he  can  make  a  profitable  contract  for  the  city 
by  taking  advantage  of  a  private  offer,  such  occa- 
sions so  rarely  arise  that  the  temporary  value 
gained  from  such  a  trade  is  a  poor  offset  to  a 
breach  of  the  fundamental  rule  of  public  com- 
petition. If  the  Mayor  would  force  adherence  to 
this  rule  by  department  heads,  it  may  be  stated 
.  indisputably  that  at  least  98  per  cent  of  the  city's 
contracts  would  be  advertised. 

Such  contracts  as  erecting  a  temporary  structure 
at  the  North  End  Paying  Yard,  or  the  paving  of  the 
north  side  of  Commonwealth  avenue,  between 
Massachusetts  avenue  and  Gloucester  street, 
could  have  been  made  the  subject  of  public  adver- 
tisement instead  of  private  award.  Similarly,  the 
granting  of  a  contract  in  1915  to  J.  C.  Coleman  & 
Sons  Company,  for  grading  Ronan  Park  for  $5,000, 
later  changed  to  $10,000,  and  still  later  to  $15,000, 
shows  the  evil  of  making  noncompetitive  contracts. 
These  are  only  a  few  illustrations,  but  many  other 
examples  could  be  given. 

The  advantage  of  public  advertisement  is  illus- 
trated by  the  contract  for  lighting  lanterns  on 
election  booths.  Prior  to  1914  the  contract  had 
been  for  many  years  given  by  the  Election  Depart- 
ment to  Thomas  McMann,  without  competition,  at 
a  price  of  10  cents  per  lantern  per  night,  the  city 
furnishing  the  lanterns,  oil,  wicks  and  chimneys. 
As  a  result  of  a  Finance  Commission  report,  the 
Election  Department  advertised  for  bids,  and 
received  a  bid  of  8J  cents  per  lamp  per  night,  the 
contractor  furnishing  the  lanterns,  oil,  wicks  and 
chimneys. 

A  deterrent  to  the  practice  of  private  awards 
would  be  the  establishment  of  a  rule  requiring  the 
printing  of  these  requests  in  the  City  Record  before 
the  permission  was  granted,  and  not  after,  as  is  the 
present  custom.  Thus,  an  opportunity  would  be 
afforded  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  request 
before  the  transaction  had  been  closed. 

The  best  practice  for  the  city  to  adopt  is  to 
require  all  department  heads  to  advertise  for  bids, 
except  in  some  cases  where  advertising  is  found 
impossible. 

Two  of  the  examples  referred  to  by  the  City 
Council  in  its  communication  to  the  Finance  Com- 
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mission,  furnish  valid  criticism  of  the  departments 
for  departing  from  the  rule  requiring  advertise- 
ments for  bids.  In  one  of  these  examples,  that  of 
the  fence  for  the  new  hospital  buildings  at  West 
Roxbury,  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Hospital 
Department  do  not  appear  to  be  convincing.  The 
Security  Fence  Erecting  Company,  which  secured 
the  contract,  is  a  Massachusetts  corporation  located 
in  Somerville,  and  the  material  submitted  by  it  on 
the  private  competition  with  two  other  fence 
erecting  companies  was  of  galvanized  iron,  while 
the  other  companies  submitted  steel  and  wrought 
iron.  If  simple  specifications  had  been  drawn  by 
the  Hospital  Department  for  this  fence  and  all  the 
world  allowed  to  bid,  it  might  have  produced  lower 
prices  than  that  paid,  and  a  better  quality  than  that 
selected  and  approved  by  the  Hospital  Trustees. 
As  a  fact  no  specifications  were  drawn,  but  certain 
selected  companies  were  asked  to  submit  designs 
and  prices,  without   any  indication   of  what  was 


required.  For  example,  the  Hospital  Department 
actually  wanted  a  galvanized-iron  fence,  five  feet 
high,  and  the  only  company  supplying  such  a  type 
was  the  successful  bidder,  while  one  of  the  other 
companies  was  allowed  to  erect  a  sample  of  a  steel 
fence  six  feet  high,  and  the  other  to  submit  prices 
for  a  five-foot  wrought-iron  fence. 

The  purchase  of  Buick  cars  by  the  Fire,  Supply 
and  other  departments  in  1915  and  1916,  without 
competition,  is  open  to  the  criticism  that  the  city, 
by  selecting  such  cars  from  one  manufacturer, 
without  first  resorting  to  competition  for  the  whole 
city's  supply  for  a  number  of  years,  pays  a  higher 
price  than  it  would  have  had  competition  been 
secured. 

Thus,  on  May  18,  1912,  Fire  Commissioner  Cole 
advertised  for  bids  for  runabouts  for  the  Fire 
Department,  and  in  response  thereto  received  bids 
from  four  reputable  automobile  dealers  in  Boston, 
as  follows: 


FlBM. 

Car.- 

Price. 

Williams  &  Co.,  Boston 

Thomas  B.  Jeffrey  Company  of  New  England 

Carter,  Model  R .  .  .  . 
Rambler  Roadster. .  . 

$1,250  each,  f.  0.  b.  Boston. 

SI, 475  each. 

$1,500  each,  f.  o.  b.  Boston. 

|$1,500  each,  if  seven  ordered. 
\  $2,250  each,  if  less  than  seven. 

The  low  price  bid  by  the  White  Company  on 
this  competition  for  seven  machines  at  $1,500  each, 
when  they  were  selling  at  retail  for  $2,250  each, 
shows  how  companies  are  willing  to  sacrifice  sub- 
stantial sums  in  order  to  obtain  a  large  order.  If 
the  city  authorities  should  advertise  through  the 
Supply  Department  for  a  supply  of  automobiles 
for  a  long  period,  the  saving  on  such  a  contract 
would  amount  to  thousands  of  dollars. 

The  same  criticism  may  be  made  of  the  purchase 
of  fire  apparatus  by  the  Fire  Department.  If  a 
type  of  fire  apparatus  was  selected  after  public 
competition,  and  one  firm  given  the  business  for  a 
stated  term  of  years,  the  city  woidd  receive  the 
benefit  of  wholesale  buying  at  greatly  reduced 
prices. 

The  commission  will  transmit  a  copy  of  this 
report  to  the  Mayor,  recommending  that  the  best 
interests  of  the  city  would  be  served  by  issuing  to 
department  heads  a  strong  note  of  disapproval 
of  any  requests  for  awarding  contracts  of  $1,000  or 
over,  without  public  competition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.   Murphy, 

Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Dr.  Charles  II.  Winn,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
1474  Tremont  street. 

Jacob  Racich,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
141-151  Sumner  street,  East  Boston. 

Frank  B.  Bemis,  keeping  of  gasolene,  128  Beacon 
street. 

Searchlight  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of 
acetylene,  365  Dorchester  avenue,  South  Boston. 

A.  Shuman,  keeping  of  gasolene,  90  Common- 
wealth avenue. 

Arthur  E.  Blaisdell,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
1800  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury. 

John  Manning,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
634  Huntington  avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


CLERK   HIRE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  W.  T.  A. 
Fitzgerald,  Register  of  Deeds,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  section  33,  chapter  22  of  the 
Revised  Laws,  certifying  that  certain  persons  had 
•  been  employed  in  his  office  from  October  23  to 
November  22,  1916,  and  that  work  had  been 
performed  to  the  amount  of  $5,154.32. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


MINORS'  LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  eleven  newsboys  and 
two  vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
ususal  conditions. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.24  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  STORROW,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President 
at  5.43  p.  m. 


COUNTY   ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts  aubmitted  a  report  on  pay  roll  of  Regis- 
ter of  Deeds  (referred  today)  for  payment  of 
clerk  hire — approving  of  the  same  to  the  amount 
of  $5,154,32. 

Report  accepted;  pay  roll  approved  and  ordered 
paid. 


FINANCE. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communication 
and  order  (referred  October  2)  for  loan  of  $41,500 
for  construction  of  power  and  heating  plant  at 
Deer  Island — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  given  its  first  reading 
and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less 
than  fourteen  days  from  today. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for  transfer  of 
$4,000  from  appropriation  for  granolithic  side- 
walks to  appropriation  for  Soldiers'  Relief  Depart- 
ment, Group  F-8 — -that  the  order  ought  not  to 
pass,  without  prejudice. 

Report  accepted;  order  rejected,  without 
prejudice. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  November  20)  for  transfer 
of  $020  from  Reserve  Fund  to  Medical  Examiner, 
Northern  District — that  the   order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  aocepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 
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(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  charging  expenses 
of  Commission  on  Height  of  Buildings,  amounting 
to  $930.53,  to  the  Reserve  Fund — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(4)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  October  17)  for  transfer 
of  $50  to  appropriation  for  Suffolk  County, 
Charles  Street  Jail,  the  same  to  be  expended  as 
reward  for  the  apprehension  and  return  to  the 
Charles  Street  Jail  of  Robert  L.  Smith,  alias 
Sumner  Brown — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred 
November  20)  and  order  for  transfers  for  Public 
Works  Department,  Highway  Division,  Paving 
Service, —  recommending  the  passage  of  same  with 
the  exception  of  Item  F-7,  Pensions  and  Annuities, 
82,800. 

Report  accepted;  transfers  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0, 
with  the  exception  of  Item  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  $2,800. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  November  20)  for  various  transfers — 
that  the  orders  ought  to  pass,  viz.: 

Public  Buildings  Department. 

Public  Works  Department,  Highway  Division, 
Water  Service. 

Public  Works  Department,  Highway  Division, 
Sanitary  Service. 

Public  Works  Department,  Highway  Division, 
Street  Cleaning  and  Oiling  Service. 

Public  Works  Department,  Bridge  and  Ferry 
Division,  Ferry  Service. 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse,  County  Buildings. 

Report  accepted;  orders  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion, preamble  and  order  (referred  August  2)  for 
sale  of  land  on  Neponset  avenue,  Hyde  Park — 
recommending  passage  of  order  in  the  following 
new  draft,  viz.; 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment and  upon  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  $1  0,  to 
convey  to  Charles  C.  Schoeplin  a  strip  of  land  on 
Neponset  avenue  in  the  Hyde  Park  district  of 
Boston  conveyed  to  the  town  of  Hyde  Park  by 
deed  dated  October  11,  1888,  and  recorded  with 
Norfolk  Deeds,  lib.  612,  fol.  544,  and  subject  as 
set  forth  in  said  deed  so  far  as  the  provisions  thereof 
are  now  in  force. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for  transfer  of  $166 
for  Associate  Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District, 
— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(9)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  orders  (referred  today)  for  transfers  for 
Associate  Medical  Examiner,  Northern  District, 
Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District,  Children's 
Institutions  Department,  Placing-Out  and  Office 
Division,  Municipal  Court,  West  Roxbury  Dis- 
trict, Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session,  Fire  De- 
partment— that  the  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

(10)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfer  of  land  from  Metro- 
politan Park  Commission  for  Belgrade  avenue — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

(11)  Report  on  order  (referred  November  20) 
to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  proposed  municipal 
building  in  the  South  End — that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


SALARIES     OF     JUSTICE,     ETC.,      SOUTH 
BOSTON   COURT. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
chapter  261  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
'An  Act  Relative  to  the  Salaries  of  the  Justice, 
Clerk  and  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Municipal  Court 
of  the  South  Boston  District  of  the  City  of  Boston," 
be  and  hereby  is  accepted. 

Passed. 


SALARIES  OF  CLERKS,  ROXBURY  COURT. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order—  That 
chapter  262  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 


'An  Act  Relative  to  the  Salaries  of  the  Clerk  and 
First  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Municipal  Court  of 
the  Roxbury  District  of  the  City  of  Boston,"  be 
and  hereby  is  accepted. 


SALARY  OF    JUSTICE,    ROXBURY_  COURT. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
chapter  263  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
"An  Act  Relative  to  the  Salary  of  the  Justice  of  the 
Municipal  Court  of  the  Roxbury  District  of  the 
City  of  Boston,"  be  and  hereby  is  accepted. 

Passed. 


SALE   OF   LAND,   SHIRLEY   STREET. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  sell  a  certain 
strip  of  land  at  the  corner  of  Shirley  street  and 
Massachusetts  avenue,  •  containing  about  forty 
square  feet,  on  terms  and  conditions  satisfactory  to 
the  Law  Department. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  reference.  This  matter  was 
discussed  informally  by  the  Executive  Committee 
this  afternoon,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  order 
should  be  passed  here  today. 

The  reference  was  reconsidered  and  the  order 
was  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 


PAYMENT  OF  EMPLOYEES  BY  CHECK. 

President  HAG  AN  offered  an  order — That  the 
City  Treasurer  be  requested  to  try  the  experiment 
of  paying  employees  by  check  in  some  city  depart- 
ment or  division  employing  at  least  one  hundred 
men,  and  report  the  result  and  his  conclusions  con- 
cerning the  same  to  the  City  Council  at  his  earliest 
opportunity. 

Passed. 


INVESTIGATION      OF      NONADVERTISED 
CONTRACTS. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — -That  the 
Finance  Commission  be  requested  to  consider  and 
report  to  the  City  Council  its  conclusions  as  to  the 
award  of  contracts  without  advertising,  as  printed 
in  the  City  Record  of  November  4,  November  11 
and  November  25,  this  investigation  to  apply  to 
contracts  so  awarded  by  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  know  something  about  that  order  before  I 
vote  on  it.  The  President  ought  to  tell  us  just  why 
he  presented  the  order. 

President  HAGAN — I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
tell  all  that  I  know  about  it.  In  the  City  Record 
of  November  4,  November  11  and  November  25, 
I  saw  some  contracts  that  were  awarded  by  the 
Public  Works  Department  without  advertising. 
I  have  asked  for  an  investigation  by  the  Finance 
Commission  and  a  report  to  the  City  Council 
whether  in  their  judgment  these  contracts  should 
have  been  advertised  or  awarded  without  adver- 
tising. 

The  order  was  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  1  2,  3  and  4,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  November  20,  1916,  viz.: 

1.  John  A.  Duggan,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

2.  Louis  E.  Keenan,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

3.  Charles  T.  Callahan,  R.  B.  Hidden  and 
Herbert  J.  Day,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

4.  Bernard  F.  Travers,  to  be  a  Weigher  of 
Goods  for  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company, 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  McDonald  and  Collins.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  several 
appointments  were  confirmed. 


NOVEMBER    27,    1916. 
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RELEASE  OF  LAND   RESTRICTIONS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  5,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  for  a 
nominal  consideration  to  execute  an  instrument 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department 
whereby  the  city  shall,  so  far  as  it  may  lawfully 
do  so  without  affecting  the  legal  or  equitable 
rights  of  other  persons,  release  the  restrictions  and 
conditions  now  remaining  in  force  so  far  as  they 
affect  the  land  in  Boston,  bounded  southwesterly 
by  Wareham  street  and  northerly  by  the  southerly 
line  of  Maiden  street,  as  fully  described  in  Land 
Court  Certificate  No.  8372  in  the  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  being  the  greater  portion  of  the  lands 
conveyed  by  the  city  to  John  J.  McNutt,  by  deeds 
dated  July  14,  1863,  October  20,  1875,  March  26, 
1877,  and  May  10,  1877,  and  respectively  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  830,  page  312,  Book 
1297,  page  139,  and  Book  1375,  pages  113,  114 
and  115. 

On  November  8  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  9. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  7,  nays  0. 


TRANSFERS   FROM   AND   TO   GRANITE 
AVENUE   BRIDGE. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  6  and  7,  viz.: 

6.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Footbridge,  Dalton 


Street  to  Boylston  Street,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Granite  Avenue  Bridge,  $9,445. 

On  November  13  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

7.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Broadway  Bridge, 
Rebuilding,  to  the  appropriation  for  Granite  Avenue 
Bridge,  $20,605.48. 

On  November  13  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

Nos.  6  and  7  were  given  their  final  readings, 
separately  and  passed,  yeas  7  nays  0. 


PAYMENT   OF   EMPLOYEES   BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order— That 
the  salaries  of  all  city  and  county  employees  on 
monthly  pay  rolls  be  allowed  and  paid  on  or  before 
December  23,  in  anticipation  of  the  January  draft, 
and  the  heads  of  departments  are  hereby  requested 
to  submit  their  pay  rolls  to  the  City  Auditor  in 
season  to  permit  such  payment. 

Passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  McDONALD  moved  a  general  reconsid- 
eration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  6.01  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
ATTRIDGE,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  4, 
at  2  p.  m. 


CITY   COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  4,  1916. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
President   HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Storrow. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council 
the  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments 
for  terms  ending  April  30,  1917,  viz.: 

1.  Anna  Goldberg,  143  Harold  street,  Roxbury, 
a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

2.  Weighers  of  Goods  for  R.  Estabrook's  Sons: 
Chester  F.  Cleaves,  Bromfield  street,  Wollaston; 
Rein  Van  Derzen,  Beach  street,  Wollaston. 

3.  Isaac  Saperia,  215  Chelsea  street,  East 
Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


VETO- 


-ROXBTJRY  COURT  JUSTICE'S 
SALARY. 


The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  4,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith,  without  my 
approval,  the  order  passed  by  your  honorable  body 
under  date  of  November  27,  providing  for  the 
acceptance  of  chapter  263  of  the  General  Acts  of 
1916,  entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  the  Salary  of 
the  Justice  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  Rox- 
bury District  of  the  City  of  Boston,"  for  the  reason 
that  there  are  insufficient  funds'in  the  county  appro- 
priation to  permit  of  the  proposed  increase  in 
salary. 

If  your  honorable  body  will  again  accept  this 
act  after  January  20,  1917,  when  appropriations 
for  the  year  1917  are  available,  I  shall  then  be 
pleased  to  approve  the  same. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


VETO— ROXBURY  COURT  CLERKS' 

SALARIES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  4,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith,  without  my 
approval,  the  order  passed  by  your  honorable  body 
under  date  of  November  27,  providing  for  the 
acceptance  of  chapter  262  of  the  General  Acts  of 
1916,  entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  the  Salaries  of 
the  Clerk  and  First  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Munic- 
ipal Court  of  the  Roxbury  District  of  the  City  of 
Boston,"  for  the  reason  that  there  are  insufficient 
funds  in  the  county  appropriation  to  permit  of  the 
proposed  increases  in  salary. 

If  your  honorable  body  will  again  accept  this 
act  after  January  20,  1917,  when  appropriations 
for  the  year  1917  are  available,  I  shall  then  be 
pleased  to  approve  the  same. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


VETO— SOUTH  BOSTON  COURT  SALARIES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  4,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — -I  return  herewith,  without  my 
approval,  the  order  passed  by  your  honorable  body 
under   date    of   November   27,   providing   for   the 


acceptance  of  chapter  261  of  the  General  Acts  of 
1916,  entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  the  Salaries  of 
the  Justice,  Clerk  and  Assistant  Clerk  of  the 
Municipal  Court  of  the  South  Boston  District  of 
the  City  of  Boston,"  for  the  reason  that  there  are 
insufficient  funds  in  the  county  appropriation  to 
permit  of  the  proposed  increases  in  salary. 

If  your  honorable  body  will  again  accept  this 
act  after  January  20,  1917,  when  appropriations 
for  the  year  1917  are  available,  I  shall  then  be 
pleased  to  approve  the  same. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

L.  L.  Wetherbie,  for  compensation  for  loss 
sustained  on  account  of  the  overhanging  limb  of  a, 
tree  at  corner  Audubon  road  and  Queensberry 
street. 

A.  O.  Hall,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
814  and  816  Washington  street  caused  by  discon- 
nected water  supply  pipe. 

Executive. 

Annette  Epstein,  for  permit  for  certain  children 
to  appear  at  Niagara  Theater  on  evening  of  Decem- 
ber 10,  1916. 

Francesco  Anzalone,  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or 
lease  firearms  at  8  Prince  street,  Ward  5. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
John  A.  Duggan. 

Approved  by  the  City  Council. 


CONFIRMATION     OF     APPOINTMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  confirming  appointment  of 
James  V.  Donnaruma  as  Infirmary  Trustee. 

Placed  on  file. 


INCREASE  FOR  PROBATION  OFFICER. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Justice 
of  the  East  Boston  District  Court  increasing  the 
salary  of  Daniel  J.  Kelleher,  probation  officer,  from 
$1,800  to  $2,000  per  annum,  said  increase  to  take 
effect  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


LIST    OF   STATE    REPRESENTATIVE 
DISTRICTS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth  transmitting  a  list  of 
the  Councilor,  Senatorial  and  Representative 
Districts. 

Placed  on  file. 


USE   OF   EAGLE   HILL   RESERVOIR. 

The  following  was  received: 

Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage  Board, 

Boston,  December  4,  1916. 
City  Council  of  Boston: 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  on 
Friday,  December  1,  1916,  of  copy  of  the  order  of 
the  City  Council  of  Boston  adopted  September  20, 
1916,  requesting  the  Metropolitan  Water  and 
Sewerage  Board  to  furnish  information  relative  to 
the  future  use  of  tho  Eagle  Hill  reservoir  property, 
East  Boston. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  the  property 
named  has  never  been  taken  for  or  used  as  a  part 
of  the  metropolitan  water  system.  Such  use  as 
may  have  been  made  of  the  reservoir  lias  been 
made  by  the  city.  Moreover,  it  is  not  tho  inten- 
tion of  the  Board  to  mako  any  future  use  of  this 
resorvoir.  There  has  been  considerable  discussion 
and    some    correspondence    between    tho    Publio 


345 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Works  Department '  of  the  city  and  this  Board 
regarding  the  abandonment  of  the  reservoir,  the 
city  contending  that  a  new  36-inch  pipe  should  be 
laid  by  the  Board  to  insure  an  adequate  supply 
for  the  East  Boston  district  before  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  reservoir  by  the  city.  The  depart- 
ment named  has  been  advised  recently  that  this 
Board  is  not  convinced  from  evidence  which  it  has 
been  able  to  obtain  that  it  is  essential  to  lay  a  new 
36-inch  pipe  in  Essex  street,  Chelsea,  as  requested 
by  the  city  before  the  reservoir  can  be  abandoned. 
The  city  has  also  been  informed  that  this  Board 
will,  in  its  estimate  for  the  year  1917,  include  a 
sum  sufficient  to  provide  for  such  pipe  line  and  will 
submit  the  matter  to  the  next  Legislature  for  such 
action  as  it  may  see  fit  to  take.  This  will  be  done 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  bringing  the  question  to  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature  through  the  proper 
channel. 

Yours  truly, 
William  N.  Davenport,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


LOAN  FOR  DEER  ISLAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  December  4,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  order  for  a 
loan  of  $41,500  for  the'  construction  of  a  pow-er 
and  heating  plant  at  Deer  Island,  filed  by  the 
Mayor  with  the  City  Clerk  October  2,  1916,  not 
having  been  rejected  or  withdrawn  within  sixty 
days  after  the  date  of  said  filing,  was  in  force  on 
December  2,  1916,  as  if  adopted  by  the  City 
Council,  under  the  provisions  of  section  2  of 
chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909. 

Respectfully, 

James  Donovan, 

City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 


CLOSING   OF  WASHINGTON   STREET   TO 
SURFACE  CARS. 

The  following  was  received: 

President's  Office,  101  Milk  Street, 
Boston,  Mass.,  November  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Clerk: 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  on  November  20,  requesting  this  company 
to  discontinue  the  operation  of  surface  cars  on 
Washington  street,  between  Franklin  and  Boylston 
streets,  on  week  days,  between  the  hours  of  9  a.  m. 
and  7  p.  m.t  beginning  December  4,  1916,  and  end- 
ing January  13,  1917,  and  to  make  such  other  in- 
cidental changes  in  operation  as  are  recommended 
by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  I  would  say 
that  the  company  is  proposing  to  remove  surface 
cars  from  Washington  street  as 'requested,  except 
that  southbound  surface  cars  on  Washington  street 
will  be  turned  down  Milk  street,  instead  of  Franklin 
street  as  stated  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners.  It  is  believed  that  by  so 
doing  a  great  deal  of  congestion  will  be  avoided 
with  regard  to  vehicles  on  Washington  street, 
between  Milk  street  and  Franklin  street,  and  that 
there  will  be  a  great  deal  smoother  operation  of 
cars  on  Franklin  street,  because  cars  will  be  op- 
erated only  in  one  direction. 

Street  cars  from  the  south  will  be  terminated  on 
the  loop  by  way  of  Harrison  avenue,  Essex  and 
Washington  streets,  and  transfer  privileges  will  be 
provided  to  and  from  Beach  Street  Elevated  Sta- 
tion. Of  the  cars  from  the  south  and  east  reaching 
Dewey  square,  a  portion  will  run  to  or  toward 
North  Station  via  Federal  street.  Others  will  loop 
via  Federal,  Franklin,  Hawley  and  Summer 
streets,  and  cars  so  looping  will  transfer  to  Summer 
Station  of  Washington  Street  Tunnel,  and  honor 
transfers  issued  from  Winter  Station. 

Regarding  temporary  transfers  recommended  at 
Dewey  square,  it  may  have  escaped  your  notice 
that    transfer    privileges    already    exist    between 


Summer  Street  extension  cars  and  Dorchester 
avenue  cars,  enabling  patrons  on  these  lines  to  reach 
Atlantic  avenue  points  and  points  of  the  Federal 
street-North  Station  route,  such  transfer  privi- 
leges existing  at  Broadway  and  Dorchester  avenue, 
South  Boston;  Dorchester  avenue  and  Summer 
street  and  Atlantic  avenue  and  Summer  street . 
In  view  of  this  fact  the  company  is  not  now  propos- 
ing to  establish  the  temporary  transfer  privileges 
referred  to. 

This  company  is  today  petitioning  the  Public 
Service  Commission  for  approval  of  the  temporary 
transfer  privileges  referred  to  and  hopes  to  receive 
their  approval  in  time  to  make  the  change  on 
December  4,  1916,  as  requested. 
Yours  very  truly, 

M.  C.  Brush,  President. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  27,  of  Chester  B.  Hayden  to  be 
a  Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  Eastern  Salt  Company. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Collins  and  Coleman.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  7,  yeas  7,  and  the  appoint- 
ment was  confirmed. 


CHANGE   IN   NAME   OF    HEATH    SQUARE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  space  now  known  as  Heath  square  be  known 
and  hereafter  called  General  Heath  square,  and 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested  to 
post  signs  on  said  square  designating  it  as  General 
Heath  square. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


NOTICE   OF   CITY   ELECTION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
meetings  of  the  male  citizens  of  this  city  qualified 
to  vote  for  city  officers  to  be  held  in  the  several 
polling  places  designated  for  the  purpose  by  the 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners,  on  Tuesday, 
the  nineteenth  day  of  December,  1916,  to  give  in 
their  votes  for  three  members  of  the  City  Council 
for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  one  member  of 
the  City  Council  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  for 
two  members' of  the  School  Committee;  and  also 
to  give  in  their  votes  "Yes"  or  "No"  in  answer  to 
the  following  question:  "Shall  licenses  be  granted 
for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  city?" 

Also  that  meetings  of  the  female  citizens  of  this 
city  qualified  to  vote  for  School  Committee  be 
held  on  the  same  day  and  in  the  same  places,  to 
give  in  their  votes  for  two  members  of  the  School 
Committee. 

The  polls  at  said  meetings  shall  be  opened  at 
six  o'clock  a.  m.  and  closed  at  four  o'clock  p.  m. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to 
give  notice  of  said  meetings  by  advertising  the 
same  as  required  by  law. 

Passed. 


INFORMATION   CONCERNING   CITY 

AUTOMOBILES. 

Coun.  LEHY  offered  an  order — That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  direct  all  department 
heads  using  automobiles,  excepting  the  Mayor's 
Office,  Fire  and  Police  Departments,  to  submit  to 
the  City  Council  on  or  before  January  1,  1917,  a 
complete  list  of  their  passenger  automobiles  and 
auto  trucks,  and  the  cost  of  the  automobile  service, 
using  the  accompanying  specimen  form  for  the 
returns. 


DECEMBER    4,    1916. 
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CITY   COUNCIL. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.43  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  at 
4.20  p.  m.,  Coun.  COLLINS  in  the  chair. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Annette  Epstein  (re- 
ferred today)  for  permit  for  certain  children  to 
appear  at  Niagara  Theater  on  evening  of  December 
10,  1916 — that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Francesco  Anzalone 
(referred  today)  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  8  Prince  street,  Ward  5 — that  permit 
be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  communication  from  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  (referred  today) 
concerning  closing  of  Washington  street  to  street 
cars — that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  communication  placed  on  file. 


FINANCE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  November  8)  for  loan  of 
$5,000  for  erection  of  cottage  building  for  Boston 
Consumptives'  Hospital  at  Mattapan — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  order  was  given  its 
first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  second  and  final  reading 
not  less  than  fourteen  days  fr^m  date. 

(2)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  c  ommunic  a- 
tion  (referred  March  27)  relative  to  site  for  court- 
house, West  Roxbury — that  the  same  be  placed  on 
file. 

Report  accepted;  papers  placed  on  file. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  October  31)  for  loan  of  $10,000  for 
municipal  building  in  the  vicinity  of  Forest  Hills 
Station — that  the  same  ought  not  to  pass,  without 
prejudice. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  rejected, 
without  prejudice. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Coun.  ATTRIDGE 
presented  the  following  order  in  a  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $10,000  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings  for  purchase  of  site 
and  for  plans  for  a  courthouse  to  be  located  in 
the  vicinity  of  Forest  Hills  Station,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  _  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  the  com- 
mittee voted  to  reject  the  Mayor's  order  without 
prejudice  because  the  order  called  for  a  municipal 
building  and  it  was  the  sense  of  the  committee  that 
a  courthouse  should  be  erected.  Therefore  this 
order  is  presented  to  the  body  for  a  courthouse  in 
the  vicinity  of  Forest  Hills  square. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  be  given  its  final  reading  not  less 
than  fourteen  days  from  date. 


WIDENING   OF   OAKLAND   STREET. 

Coun.   COLLINS   offered  an  order— That  the 
Board    of    Street    Commissioners    be    requested, 


through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening 
Oakland  street,  from  Richmond  road  to  Harvard 
street,  Dorchester. 
Passed. 


EAST   BOSTON   RESERVOIR   FOR 
PLAYGROUND. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  direct  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  to  transfer  from  his 
custody  the  unused  reservoir  in  East  Boston  to 
the  Park  and  Recreation  Department,  so  said 
unused  reservoir  may  be  used  in  the  future  as  a 
playground,  as  the  Metropolitan  Water  and 
Sewerage  Board  have  no  use  for  the  reservoir  in 
question,  according  to  a  communication  received 
from  the  Board  under  date  of  December  4. 

Coun.  HAGAN — Mr.  President,  this  matter  is 
one  that  has  been  considered  by  this  Council  and 
other  Councils.  I  think  possibly  almost  every 
member  of  the  Council  has  at  some  time  or  other 
considered  the  problem  and  tried  to  meet  with 
the  wish  of  the  people  of  East  Boston  to  convert 
this  reservoir  lot  into  a  playground.  There  hps 
been  a  very  insistent  demand  in  that  direction 
from  the  residents  of  the  East  Boston  section. 
This  lot  belongs  to  the  city  and  can  be  converted 
to  playground  purposes  at  a  minimum  amount  of 
expense.  My  investigations  make  it  clear  to  my 
mind  that  the  use  of  the  land  for  playground  pur- 

foses  will  redound  to  the  advantage  of  the  city. 
a  leveling  the  lot  to  the  street  level — the  proce- 
dure that  will  probably  be  taken — the  filling  taken 
from  the  lot  can  be  used  to  extend  the  wharf 
property  now  owned  by  the  city  out  to  the  harbor 
line,  giving  them  an  area  there  much  larger  than 
they  utilize  or  can  utilize  today  and  giving  the 
city  an  opportunity  to  dispense  with  the  leasing 
of  adjoining  wharf  property,  which  it  has  leased 
for  a  number  of  years  and  which  is  now  costing 
the  city  $1,800  per  annum.  Looking  over  the 
plans  and  the  atlas  in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works,  it  seemed  to  be  his  judg- 
ment and  opinion  that  this  would  be  a  wise  course 
to  pursue  if  the  reservoir  lot  is  not  to  be  used  for 
reservoir  purposes.  There  has  been  an  evident 
disposition  on  the  part  of  officials  of  the  Public 
Works  Department — perhaps  because  they  knew 
no  better  or  did  not  care  to  investigate — to  convey 
to  members  of  the  Council  an  idea  that  there  was 
a  necessity  for  retaining  the  land  for  such  pur- 
poses. The  communication  received  today  from 
the  Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage  Board  dis- 
closes the  fact,  beyond  any  question,  that  they 
have  no  use  for  it  whatever.  There  is  no  neces- 
sity for  its  existing  in  its  present  condition,  and 
therefore  I  think  every  member  of  the  body,  as 
well  as  the  Mayor,  should  make  every  possible 
effort  to  meet  with  the  wishes  of  the  residents  of 
East  Boston,  converting  this  lot  into  a  playground, 
something  which  can  be  done  without  any  expense 
to  the  city  and  in  the  last  analysis  at  a  real  saving 
to  the  taxpayers. 

The  order  was  read  for  the  information  of 
Coun.  Kenny,  and  was  passed. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  when  the  Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on 
next  Monday  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  HAGAN  a  general  recon- 
sideration of  all  business  transacted  today  was 
refused. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE, 
at  4.30  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  11, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  11,  1916. 
Regular   meeting   of   the   Council,    held   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members 
present. 


APPOINTMENT    BY   THE    MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  11,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject   to   confirmation   by   your 
honorable    body    I    appoint    Edward    J.    Bacon, 
323   Lamartine  street,   Jamaica  Plain,   a  Weigher 
of  Coal  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1917. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


TRANSFER  OF  EAST  BOSTON  RESERVOIR. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  11,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council : 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  passed 
by  your  honorable  body  on  December  4,  1916, 
requesting  the  Mayor  to  direct  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  to  transfer  to  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Department  the  unused  reservoir  in 
East  Boston  to  be  used  as  a  playground. 

I  am  advised  by  the  Public  Works  Department 
that  the  reservoir  is  of  considerable  value  for  a 
reserve  water  supply  and  should  not  be  abandoned 
until  an  additional  pipe  line  is  laid  in  Chelsea. 
In  view  of  that  fact,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
nothing  can  be  gained  by  transferring  the  bare 
custody  of  it  at  this  time  to  the  Park  and  Recrea- 
tion Department. 

At  a  seasonable  time,  when  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  proper  protection  of  East  Boston, 
plans  have  been  approved  and  an  appropriation 
is  available  for  converting  this  reservoir  into  a  park 
or  playground,  I  shall  be  glad  to  recommend  an 
order  in  proper  form  to  provide  for  this  transfer. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjrley,  Mayor. 


Coun.  STORROW  in  the  chair. 


Coun.  HAGAN — Mr.  President,  talking  upon 
the  communication  just  received  from  the  Mayor, 
this  is  in  answer  to  an  order  that  passed  the  Council 
at  its  last  meeting,  in  which  the  Council  requested 
the  Mayor  to  transfer  the  Eagle  Hill  reservoir  in 
East  Boston  from  the  control  of  the  Public  Works 
Department,  where  it  now  lies,  to  the  control  of  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Department.  This  is  a  move 
towards  getting  that  reservoir  site,  which  is  now 
available  for  observation  and  playground  purposes. 
There  has  been  an  insistent  demand  from  the 
people  of  East  Boston  for  a  number  of  years  to  have 
that  site,  which  is  not  and  has  not  been  used,  and 
which  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Metropolitan 
Water  and  Sewerage  Division  will  ne\  er  be  used  for 
water  supply,  devoted  to  a  use  that  will  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  residents  of  East  Boston.  An  order 
similar  to  this  was  passed  some  weeks  ago.  At 
that  time  a  communication  was  received  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  stating  practically 
the  same  reasons  that  arc  offered  in  the  communica- 
tion received  from  the  Mayor  today.  It  was 
because  of  that  communication  that  I  personally 
made  an  investigation,  and  I  find  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  either  does  not  know  the 
true  conditions  or  has  not  properly  represented 
them  to  this  body.  The  Metropolitan  Water  and 
Sewerage  Commission  reported  here  last  week  that 
it  would  have  no  use  for  this  property,  and  it  has  so 
reported  to  the  city  authorities,  that  the  available 
water  supply  was  adequate  to  supply  the  needs  and 


requirements  of  the  residents  of  East  Boston,  both 
for  drinking  purposes  and  for  fire  protection.  In 
view  of  that  fact,  and  in  view  of  the  insistent  de- 
mand from  residents  of  East  Boston,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  fair  for  the  Mayor  to  come  in  here  and 
stall  tins  matter  off  for  a  further  period  of  time,  on 
the  ground  offered  here  that  there  is  some  danger 
that  the  reservoir  will  be  needed  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  originally  installed.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage 
Commission  there  is  never  going  to  be  any  need  for 
this  property,  and  they  are  the  best  recognized 
state  authority  we  have.  The  suggestion  that  it 
will  be  so  needed  is  simply  stalling  and  offering  a 
weak  excuse  to  the  people  of  East  Boston.  If  "this 
were  a  matter  that  was  going  to  cost  the  city  money, 
I  might  hesitate  because  of  the  present  financial 
condition  of  Boston  in  advocating  it.  But  the 
property  is  owned  by  the  city  now.  The  only 
expense  necessary  will  be  for  leveling  the  reservoir, 
bringing  it  down  to  a  point  where  it  will  be  avail- 
able for  playground  purposes;  and,  as  I  pointed 
out  at  our  last  meeting,  when  I  presented  this 
order,  in  the  last  analysis  that  will  mean  an  economy 
to  the  city  because  the  filling  that  is  taken  from 
that  particular  elevation  can  be  used  to  extend  to 
the  harbor  line  the  wharf  property  now  owned  by 
the  city,  enlarging  the  area  of  that  wharf  property 
and  giving  an  opportunity  to  give  up  a  lease  of  an 
adjoining  wharf  property  which  is  now  costing  the 
city  $1,800  per  annum.  That  was  one  feature 
that  appealed  to  me.  I  do  not  propose  to  sit  here 
and  have  this  matter  stalled  any  longer.  I  want 
the  people  of  East  Boston  to  know  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  desire  them  to  have  the 
benefit  of  this  property.  This  is  not  anything  that 
originated  with  me.  I  don't  believe  there  is  any 
member  of  the  City  Council  who  has  not  at  some 
time  or  other  in  past  years  tried  to  get  this  site  for 
playground  purposes  for  the  people  of  East  Boston. 
But  they  have  always  been  stalled  off  in  this  way 
by  some  apt  and  ready  excuse.  I  now  want  it 
publicly  recorded  that  t  believe,  and  the  evidence 
is  clear  on  the  point,  that  this  is  simply  an  excuse. 
The  people  of  East  Boston  ought  to  know  where  to 
place  the  responsibility;  and  I  want  to  place  it 
right  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Mayor,  who  is  refusing 
to  grant  them  this  reasonable  request.  I  give 
notice  now  that  I  am  going  to  present  an  order  to 
the  City  Council  asking  the  City  Council  to  trans- 
fer this  reservoir  from  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment to  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department. 
The  Mayor  having  refused  to  do  that,  I  am  going 
to  ask  the  City  Council  to  place  themselves  on 
record  in  the  matter. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 


COST    OF    REMODELING    FIRE     HOUSES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  11,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentleman, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report  of 
the  Fire  Commissioner  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
October  31,  1916,  relative  to  cost  of  remodeling 
and  modernizing  the  houses  of  Engine  20  and  Lad- 
der 27,  Walnut  street,  Neponset. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  December  7,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  an  order  passed 
by  the  City  Council  October  31,  1916,  and  approved 
by  your  Honor,  that  the  Fire  Commissioner  submit 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  remodeling  and  model  a- 
izing  the  houses  of  Engine  20  and  Ladder  27,  Wal- 
nut street,  Neponset,  I  have  made  a  study  of  the 
matter  and  give  below  an  estimate  of  the  amount 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  work: 

To  remodel  the  building  along  modern 
lines  with  a  view  to  the  installation 
of  motor  lire  apparatus §26,000  00 

To  motorize  the  apparatus  in  the  house, 
viz.,  to  place  tractors  on  the  steam 
fire  engine  and  ladder  truck  and  to 
install  an  automobile  combination 
hose  wagon 12,100  00 

All  the  arguments  that  have  been  heretofore 
presented  in  Eavor  of  the  installation  of  motor  fire 
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apparatus  hold  good  in  this  case.  The  cost  of 
maintenance  of  horse-drawn  apparatus  is  very 
much  in  excess  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  motor- 
driven  apparatus.  For  forage  and  shoeing  alone, 
from  November  1,  1915,  to  November  1,  1916,  for 
these  two  companies,  this  department  expended 
$1,945.12.  During  some  of  the  winter  months  it 
is  necessary  to  provide  for  twelve  horses  for  the 
apparatus  stationed  at  this  house.  The  economy 
of  the  proposition  to  motorize  this  house  is  at  once 
apparent  for  there  is  a  heavy  maintenance  cost 
attached  to  these  horses,  whether  the  company  is 
busy  or  not,  while  in  the  case  of  automobile  appa- 
ratus there  is  little  or  no  cost  except  when  it  is  per- 
forming actual  service.  I  strongly  urge  and 
recommend  that  the  foregoing  amount  be  appro- 
priated to  remodel  this  house  and  install  motor 
apparatus. 

Yours  very  truly, 

John  Grady, 
Fire  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


FOOD   EMBARGO   BY   UNITED    STATES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  11,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  indications  are  that,  owing  to 
the  export  of  food  supplies,  the  cost  to  the  American 
people  will  continue  to  advance  and  unless  steps 
are  taken  to  conserve  the  food  supply  great  hard- 
ship may  result. 

It  is  important  that  the  City  of  Boston,  through 
its  City  Government,  record  itself  upon  this  im- 
portant project,  and  I  accordingly  recommend  that 
your  honorable  body  adopt  the  accompanying 
resolution. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Boston 
City  Council,  the  welfare  of  the  American  people 
requires  the  adoption  of  a  food  embargo  by  the 
Federal  government. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  That  copies  of  this 
resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Speaker  of  the  National  House  of 
Representatives,  and  Hon.  John  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


EXPENSES   OF   CIVIL   SERVICE 
COMMISSION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  11,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  order 
covering  expenditures  to  December  1  made  by  the 
Civil  Service  Commission,  in  accordance  with 
section  2,  chapter  486,  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  and 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  same. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Civil  Service  Commission  under  the  provisions  of 
section  11,  chapter  486,  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  amount- 
ing to  $116.40,  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Joseph  Allman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  a  defect  at  509  Washington  street. 

Rosa  Barnett,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  a  fall  at  352  Harrison  avenue. 

Catherine  G.  Driscoll,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  at  Franklin  Field  House. 

Mary  Rose  Fahey,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  automobile  by  a  defect  in  Columbia  road. 

Anna  W.  Jones,  for  refund  of  sewer  assessment 
on  property  on  Weston  place  and  Weston  street. 


John  S.  Moylan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
to  his  son  by  a  defective  coal  chute  at  22  Irving 
street. 

New  England  Newspaper  Publishing  Company, 
for  compensation  for  damages  at  4  and  5  Winthrop 
square  by  a  leaking  water  pipe. 

John  Piscopo,  for  compensation  for  damages  to 
fence  at  45  Gladstone  street,  by  city  employees. 

William  D.  Sohier  el  al.,  trustees,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damages  at  198  and  200  Friend  street  by 
defect  in  drain  pipe. 

Joseph  J.  Cheever,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  because  of  a  defect  in  La  Grange 
street. 

Genevieve  Moulton,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  and  damage  to  clothing  by  a  fall 
on  the  crossing  at  Tremont  and  West  streets. 

Mary  A.  Bateman,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  sidewalk  at  27  Duke  street,  broken  by  a  city 
employee. 

John  Albert  Nelson,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  by  being  run  into  by  a  horse  and 
wagon  of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  permits  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  public  places  of  amuse- 
ment, viz.: 

William  L.  Aldrich,  for  D.  Frances  Aldrich,  to 
appear  at  the  Copley-Plaza  on  the  evening  of 
January  4,  1917. 

Elsa  B.  Taylor,  for  Henry  .Pohnson  and  others, 
to  appear  at  Mechanics  Hall,  December  11-20, 
1916. 

Lilla  Viles  Wyman,  for  Gertrude  Lemon  and 
others,  to  appear  at  Mechanics  Hall  on  Saturday, 
December  16,  1916. 

Dorothy  Carmen,  for  Edith  Carmen  and  others, 
to  appear  at  Peabody  Playhouse  on  the  evening 
of  December  15,  1916. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Marden,  Jr.,  for  Eleanor  Halli- 
day  and  others,  to  appear  at  Dudley  Street  Opera 
House  on  the  evening  of  January  29,  1917. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Marden,  Jr.,  for  Mary  and 
Lillian  Carney  and  others,  to  appear  at  Owl's  Hall 
on  the  evening  of  February  7,  1917. 

Suffolk  Loan  Office,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms 
at  1904B  Washington  street,  Ward  12. 

Thomas  Kelly,  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914. 

Public  Lands. 
The    Emery-Wilkin    Company,    for    permission 
to  erect  a  building  on  land  on  Norwell  street,  in 
which  the  city  has  taken  a  sewer  easement. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

William  H.  Knapp,  keeping  of  gasolene,  27 
Davison  street,  Hyde  Park. 

Hugh  Nawn  Contracting  Company,  keeping 
of  gasolene,  295  Columbia  road. 

Hugh  Nawn  Contracting  Company,  keeping 
and  storage  of  dynamite,  at  27  Paul  Gore  street, 
Roxbury. 

Hugh  Nawn  Contracting  Company,  keeping 
and  storage  of  dynamite,  at  corner  Rosseter  and 
Olney  streets. 

Stewart  A.  Colpitis,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, 15  Alls  ton  street. 

Mutual  Film  Corporation,  keeping,  storage  and 
rent  of  reels  of  films,  at  1106  and  110S  Boylston 
street. 

Massachusetts  Wharf  Coal  Company,  keeping 
of  gasolene,  280  Cambridge  street,  Brighton. 

George  Grow  Automobile  Company,  keeping 
and  sale  of  gasolene,  321  and  323  Columbus 
avenue. 

George  B.  Collar,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
323  Faneuil  street,  Brighton. 

Henrici  Laundry  Machinery  Company,  keeping 
of  gasolene,  Forest  street,  near  Morton  Street 
Station. 

Huntley  Garage,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
15-23  Hawkins  street. 

Bert  W.  Gove,  keening  of  gasolene,  corner 
Hooker  and  Haskell  streets. 

Charles  E.  Fit/.,  keeping  of  gasolene,  541  Main 
street  (two  notices). 

William  H.  Wellington,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
350  Newbury  street. 


DECEMBER    11,    1916. 


350 


George  A.  Eastman,  keeping  of  gasolene,  60 
Ocean  street. 

Taylor  Brothers  Laundry  Company,  keeping 
of  gasolene,  8  Roseolair  street. 

Lester  Leland,  keeping  of  gasolene,  14  Scotia 
street. 

W.  A.  Naylor,  keeping  of  gasolene,  3  Schuyler 
street. 

Hotel  and  Railroad  News  Company,  keeping 
of  gasolene,  787  Tremont  street. 

Charles  Latorella,  keeping  of  dynamite  and 
exploders  in  vacant  lot,  Washington  street,  near 
Beech  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVEMENTS  AT   LONG    ISLAND. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  December  11,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council : 

Gentlemen, — In  answer  to  the  request  of  the 
City  Council,  transmitted  through  the  Clerk  of 
Committees,  that  the  Finance  Commission  advise 
regarding  the  loan  order  of  $108,000  for  fire  pro- 
tection and  various  other  improvements  at  Long 
Island,  a  copy  of  a  report  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mission on  the  matter,  which  was  transmitted  to 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  on  September  6,  1916,  is 
herewith  transmitted. 

In  that  report  the  Finance  Commission  set  forth 
its  opinion  as  to  what  work  it  considered  advisable 
at  Long  Island.  If  the  estimate  of  the  Finance 
Commission's  engineer  for  the  reservoir  repairs 
and  the  enlargement  of  the  boiler  house  for  a  new 
coal  pocket  is  used,  and  the  figures  of  costs  given 
in  the  report  of  Messrs.  O'Hearn  and  Rourke  for 
the  remainder  of  the  work,  the  commission  believes 
that  the  total  cost  of  the  necessary  work,  inchiding 
the  architect's  commission,  should  not  exceed 
$67,000. 

The  Finance  Commission  has  secured  no  inde- 
pendent estimates,  except  as  above  stated,  and 
takes  no  responsibility  for  the  accuracy  of  the  esti- 
mates submitted  by  Messrs.  O'Hearn  and  Rourke. 
So  far  as  it  can  judge,  the  estimates  are  ample  for 
their  purposes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 

Boston,  September  6,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Sir, — According  to  the  request  contained  in  the 
letter  of  your  Honor  of  July  7,  1916,  the  Finance 
Commission  submits  the  following  with  regard  to 
the  report  of  the  Building  Commissioner  and  his 
associate  as  to  the  necessity  of  additional  fire 
protection  for  the  buildings  at  Long  Island. 

The  present  conditions  at  Long  Island  are  sub- 
stantially as  follows: 

The  buildings  vary  as  regards  construction. 
Several  of  them  are  entirely  of  wood  with  shingle 
roofs,  others  are  of  brick  with  slate  roofs,  of  so- 
called  second-class  construction,  and  the  more 
recent  buildings  are  of  first-class  construction 
intended  to  be  fireproof. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Building  Commissioner 
and  his  associate  regarded  the  older  wooden  build- 
ings at  Long  Island  as  constituting  a  very  serious 
fire  hazard,  especially  the  women's  dormitory  and 
the  old  hospital  building.  These  two  buildings 
are  entirely  of  wood  with  shingle  roofs.  The  old 
nurses'  home  is  built  of  wood  and  brick,  with  a 
slate  roof,  and  the  chapel  building,  the  Superin- 
tendent's house  and  the  barn  are  of  wood  with 
shingle  roofs.  The  last  two  buildings  are  com- 
paratively isolated  as  regards  the  main  group  of 
buildings  and  have  not  been  seriously  considered 
as  a  (ire  hazard.  The  chapel  building,  on  account 
ol  its  infrequent  use,  is  also  not  a  serious  hazard 
although  $200  is  recommended  for  an  additional 
exit. 

The  buildings  which  constitute  the  greatest 
fire  hazard  are  the  women's  dormitory  and  the 
old  hospital  building,  which  arc  of  inflammable 
construction,  situated  near  each  other. 

The   Building  Commissioner  and  his  associate 

have  re nincnded  practically  every  known  form 

of  fire  protection  which  could  reasonably  be  applied 
to  the  buildings  at  Lorn-  Island.  The  present 
equipment  available  for  fire  protection  is  approxi- 
mately as  follows: 

Tin-  island  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  city 
mains  by  two  pipes,  one  12  inches  in  diameter,  the 


other  6  inches  in  diameter.  These  pipes  also 
supply  other  islands  in  the  harbor;  for  example, 
that  portion  of  Long  Island  owned  by  the  United 
States  Government,  the  garbage  plant  at  Spectacle 
Island,  Fort  Warren,  Gallop's  Island,  and  perhaps 
some  others.  On  account  of  the  large  use  of  the 
water  at  certain  times,  and  because  the  entire 
service  of  the  island  has  been  interrupted  on  at 
least  one  occasion  by  an  accident  to  the  pipes  on  the 
mainland,  a  reservoir  was  built  in  1893  which  will 
hold,  when  full,  approximately  $1,250,000  gallons 
of  water.  The  island  has  a  fresh  water  distribut- 
ing system  with  water  pipes  6  inches  in  diameter, 
upon  which  hydrants  are  installed.  This  system 
is  connected  directly  with  the  pipes  from  the  main- 
land and  also  has  a  connection  with  the  reservoir 
for  use  whenever  the  pipe  supply  is  interrupted. 
The  power  house  contains  a  fire  pump  of  250 
gallons  per  minute  capacity,  which  is  ordinarily 
connected  with  the  supply  pipes,  but  which  can 
take  its  supply  directly  from  the  reservoir  when 
necessary.  There  is  also  an  auxiliary  salt  water 
fire  supply,  taking  water  from  the  harbor  at  the 
wharf  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  island,  through  a 
pump  of  1,750  gallons  per  minute  capacity.  This 
system  is  of  6-inch  pipe  with  a  number  of  hydrants. 

The  buildings  are  equipped  on  their  interiors 
with  standpipes  with  frequent  hose  connections 
to  each  floor.  They  are  also  supplied  with 
chemical  fire  extinguishers.  All  buildings  are 
heated  from  a  central  power  plant  and  the  lighting 
is  entirely  by  electricity.  There  are  no  fires  of  any 
kind  in  the  buildings  and  the  interior  fire  hazard 
therefore  seems  to  be  reduced  to  a  possibility  of 
incendiary  fires,  and  fires  from  imperfect  electric 
wiring  and  from  the  careless  use  of  matches  by 
smokers  or  others,  As  the  building  which  has  the 
greatest  hazard  is  occupied  entirely  by  women, 
and  as  the  second  greatest  hazard  is  from  the 
hospital,  this  latter  consideration  is  probably  not  a 
serious  one. 

The  principal  recommendations  of  the  Building 
Commissioner  and  his  associates  are  as  follows: 

1.  That  automatic  sprinklers  of  the  so-called 
"wet"  type,  that  is,  sprinklers  that  are  filled  with 
water  under  pressure  at  all  times,  be  installed  in 
all  the  buildings,  irrespective  of  their  construction. 

2.  That  stairways  be  inclosed  in  fire  resisting 
material. 

3.  That  the  shingle  roofs  be  replaced  with 
gravel  or  slate. 

4.  That  the  reservoir  be  repaired  at  an  expense 
of  $13,000. 

5.  That  new  fire  escapes  be  placed  on  the 
administration  building. 

6.  That  a  system  of  intercommunicating 
telephones  be  installed. 

7.  That  additional  equipment  of  boilers, 
engines  and  generators  be  secured. 

8.  That  new  hydiants  of  the  "high  pressure" 
type  be  installed. 

9.  That  new  pipe  lines  be  built  from  the  reser- 
voir to  the  power  house  and  to  the  salt  water  pump. 

10.  That  new  supports  be  provided  for  the 
laundry  floors,  boiler  walls,  etc. 

11.  That  the  intake  for  the  salt  water  pump 
be  rebuilt. 

12.  That  mains  be  supplied  for  connecting 
the  pump  of  the  "George  A.  Hibbard"  or  the  fire 
boats  with  the  salt  water  fire  system. 

13.  Miscellaneous  small  items,  and  that 
various  other  minor  changes  be  made,  as  out- 
lined in  their  report. 

The  total  estimated  cost  is  $106,722. 

Some  of  the  recommendations  appear  to  be  so 
extreme  as  to  impair  the  value  of  other  recom- 
mendations. For  example,  it  is  recommended 
that  $1,750  be  expended  to  place  automatic 
sprinklers  in  the  domestic  building.  This  build- 
ing is  fireproof,  only  one  story  high,  with  a  base- 
ment, and  is  used  as  a  dining  hall.  U  has  several 
doors  and  many  windows.  It  is  occupied  only  at 
meal  times,  except  for  the  cooks  and  attendants 
in  the  basement.  It  contains  no  valuable  supplies 
or  fittings,  exci  pt  groceries  in  the  storeroom.     The 

hazard  on  this  building  seems  so  small  as  to  be 
negligible.      The    hazard    is   also    negligible    on    the 

new  first-olass  buildings  now  Hearing  completion. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  is  little  doubt  that  if  the 
women's  dormitory  should  burn  the  hospital  build- 
ing and  possibly  the  dormitories  which  adjoin  in 

the  same  group  of  buildings  would  also  be  endan- 
gered. While  the  lire  hazard  is  small,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  a  contingency  might  occur  that 
would  require  additional  fire  protection.  Wha1 
ever  additional  fire  protection  is  placed  in  the 
buildings:]  I  Long  I    land,  however,  will  bo  inefficient 
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under  present  conditions,  namely,  that  there  is  no 
properly  organized  fire  fighting  force.  A  proper 
fire  fighting  force  should  be  organized  at  once  and 
placed  in  charge  of  a  responsible  head,  with  fre- 
quent drills,  and  the  equipment  should  be  kept  in 
perfect  order. 

The  Finance  Commission's  opinion  regarding 
the  list  of  improvements  already  scheduled  is  as 
follows: 

1.  If  automatic  sprinklers  are  to  be  introduced, 
only  three  buildings,  or  possibly  four,  namely, 
the  dormitory,  the  hospital,  the  women's  home  and 
the  main  building  should  be  equipped,  and  even  in 
these  buildings  it  would  appear  that  the  "dry" 
system  of  sprinklers,  that  is,  sprinklers  that  are 
empty  except  when  in  use,  should  be  installed 
rather  than  the  "wet"  system,  as  portions  of  the 
buildings  do  not  now  have  heat  and  1he  sprinklers 
would  be  likely  to  freeze  in  the  winter  time  if  kept 
continuously  rilled. 

2.  That  stairways  should  be  inclosed  with  fire 
resisting  materials  and  that  doors  be  installed  and 
changed  in  various  places  as  recommended. 

4.  As  regards  the  repairs  on  the  reservoir,  for 
which  $10,000  is  asked,  it  appears  that  there  are 
certain  cracks  in  the  reservoir  lining  caused  by  the 
ice  in  the  winter  time.  The  reservoir  at  present 
holds  approximately  750,000  gallons  below  the 
cracks.  It  has  only  once  been  filled  in  recent 
years  to  its  full  capacity  and  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  serious  leaks  occurred  notwithstanding 
this  condition.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
gallons  of  water  in  a  reservoir  would  furnish  a 
supply,  assuming  both  fire  pumps  were  worked  to 
their  fullest  capacity  for  approximately  five  hours, 
assuming  that  both  the  fresh  water  and  the  salt 
water  supply  were  interrupted.  As  the  fire  boat 
should  reach  the  island  from  town  in  not  more  than 
one  half  hour  it  appears  that  this  supply  is  enough 
for  all  practical  purposes,  and  that  the  repairs 
recommended  are  not  urgently  needed.  More- 
over, it  appears  probable  that  $10,000  is  much 
more  than  would  be  required  for  repairs,  as  it  is 
more  than  the  necessary  cost  of  an  entire  new 
reservoir,  and  probably  more  than  twice  the  cost 
of  a  new  reservoir  if  the  labor  of  the  inmates  were 
utilized.  To  put  a  new  concrete  lining  in  the 
reservoir  to  replace  the  broken  plaster  lining  would 
cost  about  $1,000. 

5.  The  recommendation  that  new  fire  escapes 
be  placed  on  the  Administration  Building  should 
be  adopted. 

6.  The  system  of  intercommunicating  tele- 
phones recommended  at  a  cost  of  S4,000,  does  not 
seem  to  be  entirely  a  fire  protection  matter.  So 
far  as  it  would  be  used  for  fire  protection,  it  appears 
that  the  buildings  constituting  a  fire  hazard  are 
immediately  adjacent  to  the  power  house,  which 
would  be  the  place  to  be  notified  in  case  of  a  fire. 
The  dormitory  building  is  within  300  feet  of  the 
power  house  and  the  hospital  building  within  about 
50  feet.  It  appears  probable  that  a  quicker  warn- 
ing could  be  secured  by  a  messenger  or  by  a  gong 
system  than  through  the  proposed  telephone 
system. 

7.  The  additional  requirement  of  boilers, 
engines  and  generators,  at  a  cost  of  approximately 
$10,000,  appears  to  be  necessitated  on  account  of 
the  service  required  by  the  new  buildings  now 
approaching  completion. 

8.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  installation  of  a 
"high  pressure"  type  of  hydrants  would  furnish 
such  improvement  as  to  warrant  the  expenditure. 

9.  The  building  of  new  pipe  lines  from  the 
reservoir  to  the  power  house  and  from  the  reservoir 
to  the  salt  water  pump  seems  to  be  advisable  but 
not  urgently  required.  It  would  seem  a  better 
plan  to  build  an  additional  line  from  the  reservoir 
to  the  power  house  and  spend  such  additional  sum 
as  is  necessary  for  a  pump  of  greater  capacity  in 
the  power  house  rather  than  for  connecting  the 
present  salt  water  pump,  particularly  if  the  salt 
water  intake  is  repaired,  as  hereinafter  recom- 
mended. 

10.  New  supports  for  laundry  floors,  boiler 
walls,  etc.,  appear  to  be  necessary. 

11.  The  intake  of  the  salt  water  pump  at  the 
wharf  appears  to  be  in  bad  condition,  being  imper- 
fectly screened,  and  admitting  sand,  seaweed  and 
other  matters  to  the  pump.  This  defect  should  be 
remedied. 

12.  The  recommendation  that  an  additional 
connection  to  the  salt  water  service  be  made  for  the 
institution's  boat  or  for  the  fireboat  is  also  a  good 
one  and  should  be  adopted. 

13.  The  remaining  miscellaneous  recommenda- 
tions are  comparatively  unimportant  and  should  be 


taken  care  of  from  time  to  time  as  necessary  from 
the  annual  appropriations  for  the  department. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  giving  cost  of  construc- 
tion of  artificial  stone  sidewalks  along  estates 
bordering  on  Penfield  street.  Ward  23, — and 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  fore- 
going schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  as- 
sessed the  sums  set  against  their  respective  names 
as  their  proportional  part  of  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing artificial  stone  sidewalks  along  their  estates  on 
Penfield  street,  Ward  23,  to  the  amount  of  $729.78, 
and  the  same  is  ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice 
given  to  the  parties  as  aforesaid. 

The  order  was  passed. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

President,  Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report 
recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  for  the 
payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their 
families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of 
December. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  1  and  2,  viz.: 

Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the  Mayor, 
December  4,  1916,  viz.: 

1.  Isaac  Saperia  and  Anna  Goldberg,  to  be 
Weighers  of  Coal. 

2.  Chester  F.  Cleaves  and  Rein  Von  Derz,  to 
be  Weighers  of  Goods  for  R.  Estabrook's  Sons. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Attridge  and  Collins.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  9,  yeas  9,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


SALE   OF  CITY   LAND. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  3  and  4,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Law  De- 
partment and  upon  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  $10, 
to  convey  to  Charles  C.  Schoeplin  a  strip  of  land 
on  Neponset  avenue  in  the  Hyde  Park  district  of 
Boston,  conveyed  to  the  town  of  Hyde  Park  by 
deed  dated  October  11,  1888,  and  recorded  with 
Norfolk  Deeds,  lib.  612,  fol.  544,  and  subject  as  set 
forth  in  said  deed  so  far  as  the  provisions  thereof 
are  now  in  force. 

On  November  27  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

4.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the;  Mayor  be 
authorized  to  sell  a  certain  strip  of  land  at  the  corner 
of  Shirley  street  and  Massachusetts  avenue,  con- 
taining about  forty  square  feet,  on  terms  and 
conditions  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department. 

On  November  27  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  7,  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  read  separately  and  given  their 
final  readings  and  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0,  respec- 
tively. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  December  4) 
that  Heath  square  be  known  and  hereafter  called 
General  Heath  square — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  communication  from  Raymond 
P.  Delano,  agent  (referred  November  8),  offering 


DECEMBER    11,    1916. 


352 


to  sell  land  on  Columbia  road  for  municipal  pur- 
poses—recommending reference  of  the  same  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


ONE    DAY    IN    EIGHT    FOR    POLICEMEN. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order — That  the 
Corporation  Counsel  be  requested  to  furnish  to  the 
City  Council  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  City  of 
Boston,  through  the  Mayor  and  Police  Commis- 
sioner, has  the  authority  to  grant  one  day  off  in 
eight  to  the  members  of  the  Police  Department  of 
the  City  of  Boston  under  the  existing  laws. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  one  day  off  in  eight,  so  called,  for  the  Boston 
Police  Department.  We  all  know  that  last  year 
a  bill  passed  the  Legislature  which  authorized  the 
Police  Commissioner  to  give  to  the  members  of 
the  Police  Department  one  day  off  in  eight.  That 
bill  was  vetoed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 
I  have  been  over  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth 
applying  to  the  administration  of  the  city  Police 
Department  and  am  of  the  opinion  that  state 
legislation  is  unnecessary,  that  the  result  desired 
may  be  obtained  directly  through  the  action  of  the 
Mayor  and  the  Police  Commissioner  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  The  act  which  was  vetoed  by  the 
Governor  was  subject  to  the  approval  of  this 
Council.  As  I  remember  it,  the  Governor  did  not 
go  into  the  merits  of  the  question  at  all,  but  was 
rather  inclined  to  favor  the  legislation,  feeling, 
however,  that  it  should  originate  with  the  city 
authorities  rather  than  with  the  Legislature  itself. 
I  believe  he  even  intimated  that  if  the  bill  should 
come  to  him  with  the  indorsement  of,  or  at  the 
instance  of,  the  Boston  city  government,  he  would 
sign  it.  It  would  take  months  to  bring  about 
legislation  through  the  General  Court,  and  we  are 
now  about  to  enter  upon  a  new  financial  year.  It 
seems  to  me  the  entire  subject  may  well  be  dealt 
wi  th  in  the  coming  budget,  and  that,  if  I  am  correct 
in  my  opinion  that  the  matter  may  be  consummated 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner, a  great  deal  of  time  can  be  saved.  I  think 
this  is  a  matter  that  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  Council.  I  understand  that  we  are  all 
practically  unanimous  in  favor  of  granting  the 
Police  Department  one  day  off  in  eight.  If  any 
member  desires  to  have  the  matter  jeferred  to  the 
Executive  Committee  under  the  rules,  I  have  no 
objection.  I  believe,  however,  that  we  will  save 
time  by  passing  the  order  now. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
BALLANTYNE,  and  the  order  was  passed. 


PROTEST  CONCERNING  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  has  been  com- 
pelled to  spend  $33,714,700  upon  rapid  transit 
subways  in  order  to  relieve  the  intolerable  conges- 
tion in  its  streets  caused  by  its  natural  topography 
and  narrow  streets;   and 

Whereas,  The  substitution  of  motor  trucks  in 
place  of  pneumatic  tubes  for  the  transmission  of 
first  class  letter  mail  will  increase  the  congestion 
of  its  streets  by  restoring  to  the  surface  traffic  which 
is  now  carried  on  efficiently  and  expeditiously 
underground;  and 

Whereas,  The  restoration  of  this  traffic  to  the 
surface  of  our  streets  will  cause  the  business  men  of 
Boston  to  suffer  loss  and  inconvenience  through 
delay  in  the  delivery  of  their  mail  which  is  sure  to 
arise  because  of  the  inevitable  slowing  up  of  the 
mail  service,  which  will  be  made  3ti!l  worse  by  the 
congestion  and  bad  weather  conditions  in  the  winter 
season; 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston  pro- 
test emphatically  against  the  discontinuance  or 
diminution  of  the  pneumatic  tube  service  for  the 
transmission  of  first  class  letter  mail  and  the  sub- 
stitution therefor  of  motor  truck  service;  and 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
transmitted  to  the  Comgressional  Committee  of 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  now  sitting  in  Wash- 
ington. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PUBLIC  HEARINGS  ON  COST  OF  LIVING. 

Coun.   McDONALD   offered   the   following: 
Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  com- 


mission appointed  by  the  Governor  to  investigate 
the  high  cost  of  living  should  give  public  hearings 
and  give  all  citizens  who  desire  to  do  so  an  oppor- 
tunity to  appear  before  them  publicly  and  present 
their  views. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  according 
to  this  morning's  newspapers  the  commission 
appointed  by  Governor  McCall  to  investigate  the 
high  cost  of  living  say  that  it  is  not  going  to  give 
public  hearings.  They  think  that  better  results 
can  be  had  by  having  private  individuals  appear 
before  the  commission  in  private.  I  think,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  every  member  of  the  City  Council 
will  agree  with  me,  that  that  is  a  very  important 
matter,  one  in  which  every  citizen  of  the  Common- 
wealth is  interested,  and  that  they  should  be 
permitted  to  go  before  the  commission  and  have 
what  they  say  made  public,  allowing  the  public 
to  know  what  kind  of  an  investigation  the  com- 
mission is  carrying  on,  who  appeared  and  what  they 
said,  and  when  they  appeared  before  the  commis- 
sion. I  trust  that  we,  as  members  of  the  City 
Council  of  the  largest  city  in  the  Commonwealth, 
will  recjuest  the  commission  appointed  by  Governor 
McCall  to  investigate  the  high  cost  of  living  to  at 
least  have  public  hearings. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  happen  to 
be  a  member  of  that  commission.  I  noticed  this 
morning's  papers,  but  I  think  Coun.  McDonald  is 
unduly  concerned,,  because  I  am  not  aware  that  the 
commission  has  declined  to  have  public  hearings. 
I  am  not  aware  that  anybody  who  wants  to  appear 
before  the  commission  is  going  to  be  excluded,  and 
I  assume  also  that  the  Press  is  welcome  at  the 
meetings  of  the  commission.  I  know  of  nothing 
to  the  contrary,  and  I  have  been  to  the  only  meetin g 
the  commission  has  had.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  if  the  Council  wants 
it  passed,  although  I  shall  vote  against  it.  I 
believe  it  to  be  entirely  unnecessary,  as  far  as  I  can 
see. 

Coun.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  I  have 
just  sent  for  a  copy  of  the  Boston  Post  of  this 
morning.  As  there  reported,  the  chairman  of  the 
commission,  Robert  Luce  of  Somerville,  said 
positively  that  the  commission  would  not  have 
public  hearings,  that  better  results  could  be  had 
through  private  hearings  and  that,  so  far  as  the 
commission  was  concerned,  it  would  not  have  pub- 
lic hearings.  I  don't  know  whether  the  commis- 
sion acted  on  the  matter  or  not,  but  I  think  it  is 
important  enough  to  have  the  City  Council  say 
at  least  that  we  think  the  citizens  of  Boston  are 
entitled  to  public  hearings.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  councilor  who  preceded  me,  Coun.  Storrow, 
will  do  what  he  can  to  have  public  hearings.  I 
am,  however,  going  to  quote  from  the  Boston  Post; 

"Robert  Luce,  chairman  of  the  State  Commis- 
sion, told  the  Post  yesterday  he  is  convinced  public 
hearings  would  not  be  helpful  or  tend  to  advance 
the  inquiry  as  to  the  causes  of  high  prices.  'Such 
affairs  do  not  furnish  facts  and  as  we  already 
know  that  certain  conditions  exist  there  will  be  no 
occasion  to  hold  meetings  merely  to  receive  com- 
plaints',' he  said: 

"  'We  want  to  get  at  the  causes  and  through 
investigators  learn  what  legislation  is  needed.  I 
do  not  want  to  discourage  any  information  that 
private  individuals  might  have,  and  we  will  be 
glad  to  receive  all  communications  that  would 
throw  light  on  the  subject  of  our  investigation.'  " 

Certainly  if  the  chairman  of  the  commission 
was  in  favor  of  public  hearings  he  would  not  have 
said  what  he  did  say  in  the  papers  today.  I  think 
we  ought  to  tell  the  chairman  of  the  commission, 
at  least,  that  this  Council  representing  the  people 
of  Boston  demand  that  there  be  public  hearings 
on  such  an  important  matter  as  this. 

President  HAGAN— The  Chair  will  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  the 
matter  has  been  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


A   QUESTION   OF   PRIVILEGE. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to 
a  question  of  personal  privilege,  and  wish  to 
make  a  short  statement.  There  appeared  in 
I  he  Uci.sl  mi  impel  s  I  liis  iin. i  inn",  mutual  hi,"  from 
the  Good  Government  Association,  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  voters  of  Boston  containing  a  word 
which,  while  in  a  sense  it  ittiglil  serin  simple  and 
meaningless,    in    the    way    in    which    it   was   used 
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in  the  paper  means  a  lot.  It  said  that  I  was 
"a  political  trimmer."  I  feel  that  I  have  accom- 
plished something,  any  way,  when  this  associa- 
tion admits  that  it  is  a  political  organization, 
pure  and  simple,  and  that  when  they  have  accused 
other  political  organizations  of  trying  to  nominate 
and  elect  political  candidates  they  were  sailing 
under  false  colors;  that  they  now  admit  that 
they  are  a  political  organization.  But  the  par- 
ticular statement  to  which  I  take  umbrage  is  the 
one. in  which  they  say  that  I  was  elected  on  a 
pay-as-you-go  platform,  not  borrowing  money 
for  current  expenses,  and  that  I  have  repudiated 
the  platform.  It  is  true  that  I  was  elected  on  a 
sound  financial  platform.  That  was  true  three 
years  ago,  six  years  ago,  and  has  been  true  all 
through  my  political  career,  and  I  have  voted 
in  accordance  with  that  platform  all  the  time. 
They  are  not  fair  enough  to  say  that,  however, 
but  they  do  say -that  I  no  sooner  got  into  office 
than  I  immediately  voted  to  borrow  money  to 
repair  our  streets.  That  is  true.  I  voted  that 
way  and  I  said  at  the  time,  while  I  voted  that 
way,  that  I  did  not  think  it  was  good  financial 
policy  to  borrow  money  for  that,  but.  that  the 
city  did  not  have  any  money  and  that  the  people 
were  .clamoring  to  have  our  streets'  repaired. 
The  Boston  American  indorsed  what  I  did  at 
that  time,  saying  in  an  editorial  comment  that  I 
was  justified  in  doing  what  I  did.  The  loan  I 
voted  for  principally  was  a  five-year  short-term 
loan,  which  would  expire  before  the  guaranty 
would  expire,  because  we  had  only  $40,000  in  the 
Reserve  Fund  and  had  a  million  and  a  quarter 
available  to  borrow.  They  had  a  right  to  say 
that  about  me,  but  I  take  exception  to  the  next 
part  of  it,  which  is  absolutely  untrue,  which  is 
printed  against  me  purposely  to  deceive  the  public, 
because  it  deals  with  my  record  here  in  the  City 
Council.  What  I  have  done  here  is  a  matter  of 
record  and  should  not  be  misrepresented;  and 
the  statement  that  I  did  not  believe  in  or  did  not 
vote  for  segregation  is  absolutely  untrue.  ^  I 
stood  with  my  three  colleagues  for  segregation 
all  the  time  and  said  so,  but  I  did  not  believe 
in  the  kind  of  segregation  that  is  made  up  in  the 
Parker  House  or  somewhere  else  by  outsiders 
and  handed  to  me  here  to  accept,  and  attempted 
to  be  forced  upon  members  of  this  Council  who 
did  not  see  it  until  they  were  acting  upon  it.  If 
that  is  segregation  I  am  not  in  favor  of  it.  But 
I  want  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  favored 
the  system  of  segregation  voted  on  by  this  Council 
when  we  voted  to  adopt  the  system  of  segregation, 
and  that  I  stood  for  it.  True,  I  absolutely  refused 
to  vote  for  the  reduction  of  salaries  or  the  striking 
of  names  from  the  pay  roll.  To  deceive  the  public 
they  further  say  that  this  was  to  be  done  without 
reducing  a  salary,  but  they  did  not  do  it  without 
reducing  a  salary,  because  they  recommended 
that  the  Mayor  strike  from  the  pay  roll  all  increases 
up  to  November  1  of  that  year  or  the  year  before. 
If  the  Mayor  did  that  he  would  have  to  reduce 
salaries;  if  it  were  not  for  the  way  things  have 
been  handled,  and  I  don't  know  whether  they 
will  have  to  be  reduced  yet  or  not.  But  I  do 
want  to  make  this  statement,  and  make  it  a  part 
of  the  record,  because  I  will  be  responsible  for 
what  I  say  and  do  to  the  public,  and  I  wish  the 
public  to  understand  my  position.  I  cannot,  of 
course,  spend  money  to  have  my  position  under- 
stood as  it  is  spent  by  the  association.  I  have 
not  the  money  to  do  that,  and  I  cannot  send  out 
those  booklets  to  explain  the  state  of  affairs. 
All  I  can  do  is  to  see  the  people,  talk  to  them  and 
try  to  explain  the  situation.  But  when  they  say 
these  things  about  me,  things  about  my  personal 
record  and  otherwise,  that  are  absolutely  unfair, 
I  must  object.  ^  I  have  refrained  from  criticising 
them  at  any  time  or  place  up  to  today,  and  I 
thought  they  would  be  at  least  fair  enough  to  tell 
the  truth  about  me  and  my  record  in  the  City 
Council.  For  these  reasons,  sir,  I  make  this 
statement. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.55  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  STORROW,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  reassembled}  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  ord  er  by  the  President 
at  4,58  p.  m. 


Cpun.  STORROW  in  the  cha  r. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  November  20)  for-  loan  of  $20,000  for 
purchase  of  land  for  park  purposes  in  Dorchester 
Center,  on  Washington  street,  from  Washington 
street  to  Claybourne  street — that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted;  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 

Coun.  Kenny's  vote  in  the  affirmative  was  re- 
corded in  his  absence  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  date. 

2.  Report,  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  November  27)  for  loan  of  $200,000  for 
park  and  area  bounded  by  Salem,  Stillman,  Cross 
and  Endicott  streets — that  the"  order  ought  to 
pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0. 

Coun.  Kenny's  vote  in  the  affirmative  was  re- 
corded in  his  absence  by  unanimous  consent. 

3.  Report  on  communication  from  Finance 
Commission  (referred  November  20)  on  proposed 
changes  in  the  Stillman  and  Morton  street  section 
^that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;   communication  placed  on  file 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Thomas  Kelly  (referred 
today)  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 765,  Acts  of  1914 — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following:     . 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Thomas  Kelly,  employed  in 
the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed.    • 

(2)  Reports  on  petitions  (severally  referred 
today)  for  permits  for. children  under  fifteen  years 
of  age  to  appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — 
that  permits  be  granted,  viz. : 

William  L.  Aldrich,  for  D,  Frances  Aldrich,  to 
appear  at  the  Copley-Plaza  on  the  evening  of 
January  4,  1917. 

Elsa  B.  Taylor,  for  Henry  Johnson  and  others, 
to  appear  at  Mechanics  Hall,  December  11-20, 
1916. 

Lilla  Viles  Wyman,-  for  Gertrude  Lemon  and 
others,  to  appear  at  Mechanics  Hall  on  Saturday, 
December  16,  1916. 

Dorothy  Carmen,  for  Edith  Carmen  and  others, 
to  appear  at  Peabody  Playhouse  on  the  evening  of 
December  15,  1916. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Marden,  Jr.,  for  Eleanor  Halli- 
day  and  others,  to  appear  at  Dudley  Street  Opera 
House  on  the  evening  of  January  29,  1917. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Marden,  Jr.,  for.  Mary  and 
Lillian  Carney  and  others,  to  appear  at  Owl's  Hall 
on  the  evening  of  February  7,  1917. 

Reports  accepted;  permits  granted  under  the 
usual  conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  petition  of  Suffolk  Loan  Office 
(referred  today)  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or  lease 
firearms  at  1904B  Washington  street,  Ward  12 — ■ 
that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  concern- 
ing public  hearings  by  commission  appointed  by 
Governor  to  investigate  high  cost  of  living — recom- 
mending passage  of  resolution  in  the  following  new 
draft: 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  com- 
mission appointed  by  the  Governor  to  investigate 
the  high  cost  of  living  should  give  one  or  more 
public  hearings  and  give  all  citizens  who  desire  to 
do  so  an  opportunity  to  appear  before  them  publicly 
and  present  their  views. 

Report  accepted;  resolution  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  October  17)  concerning  alterations  and  so 
forth  by  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road Company  on  West  First  and  other  streets — ; 
recommending  reference  of  same  to  Finance  Com- 
mission and  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  study  and 
report. 


DECEMBER    11,    1916. 


354 


Coud.  McDONALD— Mr.  President,  while 
Coun.  Kenny  is  not  now  here,  he  and  I  both  voted 
against  this  in  the  Executive  Committee  because 
we  both  felt  that  the  people  of  South  Boston  were 
entitled  to  be  considered  in  this  matter.  We  both 
favored  reporting  back  "Ought  not  to  pass,"  upon 
the  matter.  I  simply  wish  to  have  that  under- 
stood, both  for  the  councilor  from  South  Boston 
and  myself. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  recommendations 
.  adopted. 

(6)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  charging  expense  of  Civil  Service 
Commission  to  the  Reserve  Fund,  said  expense 
amounting  to  $116.40 — that  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted ;   order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


EAST    BOSTON    RESERVOIR    FOR 
PLAYGROUND. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
unused  East  Eagle  reservoir  in  East  Boston  be 
and  hereby  is  transferred  from  the  custody  of 
the  Public  Works  Department  to  the  custody 
of  the  Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners,  with 
the  intention  of  having  said  unused  reservoir  filled 
in  so  it  may  be  used  for  park  or'  playground 
purposes. 

Coun.  HAGAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
that  the  order  might  be  acted  upon  today. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Corporation 
Counsel  to  find  out  whether  we  can  legally  take 
this  action  or  not.  I  want  to  say  that  I  favor 
the  order.  I  claim  the  distinction  of  being  the 
father  of  the  original  order  to  convert  Eagle  Hill 
reservoir  into  a  playground.  I  have  been  over 
to  East  Boston  time  and  time  again,  and  the 
gentleman  will  bear  me  out,  advocating  the  very 
thing  that  this  order  calls  for.  I  think  the  people 
over  there  are  entitled  to  it;  I  think  they  should 
have  that  particular  spot  made  into  a  recreation 
ground  for  women  and  children.  I  went  over  the 
thing  two  years  ago,  and  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Board  sent  us  a  report  that  the  thing  could  be 
done  at  that  time,  that  the  land  was  not  used 
and  was  not  necessary.  But  at  the  time  of  the 
break  at  the  Maiden  Bridge  for  five  or  six  minutes 
they  had  to  turn  on  and  use  that  water,  and  that 
was  used  as  an  argument  at  the  time  why  it 
should  not  be  taken.  They  have  since,  how- 
ever, discontinued  the  use  of  it.  The  people  of 
East  Boston  should  be  given  a  playground,  and 
this  is  the  best,  most  available  spot.  It  is  a  nice 
place  at  the  top  of  a  hill,  a  beautiful  place  for 
mothers  and  children  in  East  Boston  to  go  to  for 
recreation.  I  would  like  to  find  out  what  our 
authority  in  the  premises  is.  If  it  comes  to  a 
vote,  however,  I  will  vote  for  it,  because  I  think 
it  is  something  that,  should  be  brought  about. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  shall 
vote  against  suspension  of  the  rule  because  I 
think  the  matter  should  go  into  the  Executive 
Committee.  An  order  passed  by  us  has  been 
turned  down  by  the  Mayor,  and  he  gives  his 
reasons  for  it.  This  order  cannot  become  effective 
without  the  approval  of  the  Mayor.  I  think  we 
are  wasting  time.  I  am  as  much  interested 
in  the  project  as  the  councilor  opposite,  and  I 
will  tell  Coun.  McDonald  and  the  gentleman 
opposite  that  I  am  the  father  of  it,  because  I 
put  the  order  into  the  Board  of  Aldermen  nearly 
nine  years  ago  to  have  this  used  as  a  public  park. 
I  am  very  much  interested  in  it.  I  think  it  would 
be  a  splendid  breathing  spot  for  the  people  of 
East  Boston.  But  why  not  refer  it  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  and  have  it  beforo  that  committee 
for  consideration.  We  can  then  call  in  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and  the  Mayor 
and  see  why  they  are  opposed  to  it.  It  has  been 
vetoed  by  the  Mayor  today,  and  I  believe  we 
should  now  send  the  matter  to  the  Executive 
Committee  where  it  can  be  thoroughly  discussed. 

Coun.  HAGAN — Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
glad  indeed  to  give  full  credit  to  Conn.  Ballantyne, 
as  well  as  to  Coun.  McDonald,  for  the  paternity 
ni  this  proposition.  It  evidently  has  two  fathers, 
so  I  now  claim  to  be  the  mother.  I  wish  to  bo 
a  good,  zealous  mother,  as  long  aa  it  is  my  child, 
and  to  push  it  along  and  go  through  with  it.  I 
don't  want  to  see  objections  or  obstacles  thrown 
in  the  way  by  the  fathers  of  the  order,  either, 
I  expect,  as  does  my  good  friend  Ballantyne, 
that   the   Mayor  will  veto  the  order  again,   if   it 


is  passed,  and  I  want  to  give  him  that  very  pleasant 
duty  to  perform.  I  want  him  to  go.  on  record 
before  the  people  of  East  Boston  as  vetoing  the 
order.  I  want  to  stop  him  stalling  in  the  matter, 
and  have  him  on  record.  If  he  is  going  to  veto 
it  again,  very  well.  I  want  to  have  the  thing 
set  right.  Let  us  pass  the  order  now,  and  let 
the  Mayor  record  himself  absolutely  on  the  question. 

Conn.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President, 
wouldn't,  it  be  much  better  to  get  all  the  informa- 
tion we  can. before  passing  the  order  a  second  time? 
That  information  can  be  had  by  referring  the  mat- 
ter to  the  Executive  Committee.  I  have  no  desire 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  East  Boston  people 
getting  their  playground.  I  hope  Coun.  Hagan 
will  succeed  in  having  the  thing  put  through,  and 
in  having  the  ground  used  by  the  people  of  East 
Boston,  who  should  use  it.  But  I  don't  think  we 
are  going  to  gain  anything  by  passing  the  order 
today,  and  I  hope  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
will  not  prevail,  but  that  the  order  will  go  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  HAGAN — Mr.  President,  Coun.  Ballan- 
tyne and  other  members  have  been  for  years  trying 
to  get  this  thing  through  and  to  get  information 
about  it.  Now  we  have  got  the  information  that 
we  wish  spread  on  our  records  from  the  Metro- 
politan Water  and  Sewerage  Commission.  '  They 
have  said  that  they  have  no  control  over  the 
reservoir  lot,  have  no  use  for  it  and  never  will  have. 
In  spite  of  that  fact,  we  are  met  by  communica- 
tions from  the  Mayor's  office  along  similar  lines  to 
the  one  today,  saying  that  he  believes  that  there 
is  going  to  be  a  use  for  it.  That  shows  that  they 
have  made  no  study  of  the  proposition  whatever; 
it  shows  that  the  communication  from  the  Metro- 
politan Water  and  Sewerage  Commission  of  last 
.week  did  not  seem  to  penetrate  the  Mayor  or  have 
any  effect  on  him,  because  his  communication 
today  is  in  very  similar  language  to  that  received 
some  months  ago.  I  believe  if  you  ask  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  about  the  matter  he  will 
tell  you  what  he  told  me  some  months  ago;  that 
some  time  ago,  at  a  time  of  a  fire,  there  was  some 
trouble  at  the  Wellington  Bridge,  and  they  had 
to  turn  on  this  reservoir  to  provide  water  for  the 
people  of  East  Boston.  I  understand  from  the 
Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage  Commission 
that  they  did  nothing  of  the  sort.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  this  is  a  very  hazardous,  dangerous  spot. 
A  boy  was  drowned"  there  last  summer.  It  is  time 
that  something  of  the  sort  was  done  in  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  East  Boston.  It  can  be  done  at 
very  small  expense  to  the  city,  and  I  believe  in  the 
last  analysis  there  will  be  a  saving  to  the  city  if  it 
is  carried  out,  because,  as  I  have  suggested  here,  the 
area  of  the  wharf  property  in  that  section  can  be 
increased  by  filling  taken  from  this,  and  that  is 
something  that  is  very  much  needed.  I  certainly 
do  Dot  want  to  have  any  obstacles  placed  in  the 
way  of  this  matter.  It  is  not  a  legal  proposition, 
and  if  we  pass  it  the  Mayor  will  come  back  next 
week  saying  that  the  Corporation  Counsel  states 
that  it  is  not  legal.  The  Mayor  will  find  a  way  out. 
He  can  crawl  through  the  crack  in  a  sliver  better 
than  any  man  I  know  of  in  our  community.  I 
want  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  veto  this 
measure,  if  he  wishes  to  do  so,  and  I  hope  the 
Council  will  vote  for  this  order  today. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Mr.  President,  I  agree  in 
everything  that  the  gentleman  who  preceded  says, 
as  far  as  the  importance  of  having  this  land  used 
for  the  people  of  East  Boston  is  concerned,  but  he 
is  putting  an  obstacle  in  the  way  now,  I  am  afraid . 
He  says  that  if  we  send  it  to  the  Mayor  now  he  will 
veto  it.  He  doesn't  think  that  if  he  sends  the 
thing  right  back  to  the  Mayor  the  people  of  East 
Boston  are  going  to  get  what  they  want  in  the 
way  he  now  suggests.  Does  ho  intend  going  on 
doing  this  sort  of  thing  until  ten  years  from  now? 

Coun.  HAGAN — One  year  from  now  is  probably 
all  I  want. 

Coun.  McDONALD — Well,  one  year  from  now. 
I  am  going  to  do  it  three  years  from  now,  if  I  can. 
so  that,  Keeping  at  the  matter  until  the  people  of 
East  Boston  get,  some  benefit  from  this  plaoe.  I 
w:iiil  the  people  to  get  that  park.  1  don't  care 
whether  the  Mayor  opposes  it  or  not.  My  friend 
Storrow  laughs;  but  1  am  with  that  proposition, 
and  I  say  I  don't  care  whether  the  Mayor  opposes 
it  or  not.  They  should  give  [lie  people  01  East 
Boston  that  recreation  spot.  The  Metropolitan 
Water  and  Sewerage  Board  told  me  that  they  used 

that  for  six  minutes,  and  the  people  of  East  Boston 
did  not  know  about  it,  because  they  had  to  do  it 

in  in  emergency.  Of  course,  thai  doesn't  make 
any  difference,  but    if   the  councilor  wants  action, 
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why  not  let  the  Corporation  Counsel  tell  us 
whether  we  can  do  it  or  not?  Of  course,  we  can 
pass  and  pass  motions  or  resolutions,  and  we  are 
not  going  to  get  anything  for  the  people  of  East 
Boston,  unless  we  go  about  this  in  the  right  way. 
I  will  withdraw  my  motion  and  let  the  matter  go 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  let  Mr.  Murphy, 
the  Mayor,  the  Corporation  Counsel  and  every- 
body else  be  brought  before  the  committee.  We 
can  then  find  out  what  is  the  trouble,  and  can  act 
accordingly.  Of  course,  if  it  is  pushed  today  I 
will  not  vote  against  it.  I  want  the  people  over 
there  to  get  action.  But  the  only  obstacle  we  are 
placing  in  the  way  now  is  by  sending  the  order 
right  back  to  the  Mayor,  I  believe.  He  voted  an 
order  similar  to  it,  and  why  should  we  send  this 
back  immediately?  We  are  not  getting  anywhere, 
and  let  us  try  to  get  somewhere. 

Coun.  HAGAN — Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
asks  the  reason  why  we  should  do  it?  Because  we 
want  to  do  it,  because  it  is  clearly  within  the 
rights  of  the  Council  to  do  it.  I  have  been  assured 
by  our  esteemed  City  Clerk  that  it  is  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Council  to  pass  this  order,  and 
I  would  rather  have  his  opinion  of  what  we  can  do 
than  that  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  or  nine  tenths 
of  the  lawyers  in  this  town.  I  think  he  knows, 
while  the  other  people  are  guessing.  Now,  it  is 
clearly  within  our  jurisdiction,  if  my  good  friend 
McDonald  will  only  take  my  version  of  it,  and  I 
simply  want  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  voting 
for  it  today,  not  next  week  or  the  week  after, 
but  before  the  next  city  election.  I  want  to  give 
to  my  good  friend  McDonald  an  opportunity  to 
record  himself  in  favor  of  this  measure  which  he 
believes  in  and  which  he  is  one  of  the  fathers  of, 
so  that  the  people  of  East  Boston  will  recognize 
the  fathers  of  the  order.  I  want  to  see  him  vote 
on  it,  and  I  want  to  have  the  Mayor,  if  he  proposes 
to  veto  it  again,  do  so  before  the  city  election, 
between  now  and  a  week  from  tomorrow. 

Coun.  McDONALD — I  will  vote  for  it  today, 
and  I  don't  believe  Coun.  Hagan  or  anybody  else 
can  tell  the  people  of  East  Boston  that  I  am  not  the 
father  of  the  order,  because  it  is  well  known  that  I 
have  introduced  the  order  in  the  past.  He  got  in 
at  a  meeting  over  in  East  Boston  where  the  matter 
was  being  considered,  got  in  on  the  job,  simply 
because  he  was  invited  by  one  of  the  members.     He 


knows  that  that  is  true.  But  I  will  vote  for  it 
now.  As  a  personal  matter,  I  would  sooner  vote 
for  it  now,  because  I  will  get  a  lot  of  votes  by  voting 
for  it.  I  am  satisfied  to  go  through  with  it.  But 
the  people  of  East  Boston  know,  While  the  gentle- 
man has  b^en  hammering  at  it  and  has  done  a  lot 
of  work  for  it,  that  I  have  done  so  also.  Coun. 
Attridge  did  some  work,  too,  and  Coun.  Ballantyne 
and  other  members  of  the  City  Council  have  tried 
to  help  out  the  people  of  East  Boston,  because  they 
thought  it  would  do  them  some  good  politically. 
At  every  city  election  for  a  long  time  the  subject 
matter  of  this  order  has  been  under  discussion.  I 
did  not  put  it  in  today,  but  I  am  going  to  vote  for  it. 
The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
declared  passed.  Coun.  McDONALD  doubted  the 
vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  order 
was  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


GREAT  WHITE  WAY,  MERIDIAN  STREET. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  cause  Meridian 
street,  East  Boston,  from  Sumner  street  to  Lexing- 
ton street,  to  be  illuminated  or  lighted  as  a  so-called 
"Great  White  Way";  said  improvement  being 
greatly  desired  by  the  merchants  and  business  men 
of  Meridian  street,  between  the  streets  mentioned 
above. 

Passed. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


NEXT  MEETLNG. 

It-  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COLLINS- 
that  when  the  Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on 
Wednesday,  December  27,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 


The  Council  stood  adjourned  at  5.30  p.  m. 
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Friday,  December  15,  1916. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  12.3(0  p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent    HAGAN     in     the     chair.     Absent — Coun. 
McDonald. 

The   Clerk   read   the   call    for  the   meeting,    as 
follows: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  13,  1916. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — rYou  are  requested  to  assemble  in 
the  Citv  Council  Chamber,  Citv  Hall,  on  Friday, 
December  15,  1916,  at  12.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  jurors  and  to  take  action  on  an 
order  appropriating  the  balance  of  the  income  of 
the  Parkman  Fund  for  the  calendar  year. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ccrley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


EXPENDITURE   OF  PARKMAN    FUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  15,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed  re- 
quest of  the  Park  and  Recreation  Commission 
that  the  balance  of  the  Parkman  Fund  income  be 
applied  as  set  forth  in  their  recommendation  and 
respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjeley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Reereation  Department, 

December  11,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Park 
and  Recreation  Commissioners  held  on  Friday, 
December  8,  1916,  it  was  voted  that  a  request 
be  made  upon  the  City  Council  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  for  the  balance  of  the  Parkman  Fund, 
as  follows: 

Bird  house,  Franklin  Park $21,050  90 

Improvement,  Zoological   Garden   and 

Aquarium 13,771  48 


834,822  38 


Respectfully  yours, 
John  H.  Dillon,   Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $34,822.38  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the 
Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department  for  the 
maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  Common 
and  parks  in  existence  on  January  12,  1887,  and 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Aquarium  and  Zoologi- 
cal Garden,  as  follows: 

Bird  house,  Franklin  Park $21,050  90 

Improvement,  Zoological    Garden   and 

Aquarium ■ 13,771.48 


$34,822  38 


Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
First  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January 
2,  1917: 

Robert  E.  Blair,  Ward  15;  James  P.  Bradley, 
Ward  21;  Henry  Schuchhardt,  Ward  1;  Clarence 


P.  Whorf,  Ward  16;  Timothy  J.  Ahern,  Ward  20; 
John  J.  Kelly,  Ward  20;  Bernard  McGlinchey, 
Ward  3;  Finimore  L.  Bodman,  Ward  25;  Walter 
Kirby,  Ward  21;  Andrew  L.  O'Toole,  Ward  20; 
Renfrew  I.  Edwards,  Ward  21;  Daniel  E.  Finn, 
Ward  11;  J.  Albert  Brown,  Ward  11;  Harry  V. 
Lawrence,  Ward  10;  Owen  A.  Cavlin,  Ward  15; 
Thomas  J.  Lodge,  Ward  21;  Charles  Cochran, 
Ward  12;  James  Matthews,  Ward  19;  Abram 
Herman,  Ward  9;  Benjamin  F.  Drake,  Ward  20; 
Patrick  Murphy,  Ward  9;  John  T.  McCormack, 
Ward  26;  Charles  J.  Boodro,  Ward  14;  Charles 
W.  Meier,  Ward  16;  Jeremiah  F.  Driscoll,  Ward 
16;  Frank  J.  Weymouth,  Ward  24;  Arthur  J. 
Bigelow,  Ward  26;  Abraham  Silberstein,  Ward  11; 
Henry  W.  Stevens,  Ward  25;  Michael  G.  Havey, 
Ward  18;  Charles  P.  Adams,  Ward  10;  Lawrence 
B.  Martine,  Ward  10;  Frank  J.  McCoy,  Ward  8; 
Michele  Luongo,  Ward  6;  Walter  H.  Ricker,  Ward 
7;  Albert  C.  Haley,  Ward  13;  Charles  Duffy,  Ward 
19;  Thomas  F.  H.  Sproules,  Ward  19;  James  H. 
McCallum,  Ward  1;  David  Bendetson,  Ward  20. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Second  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January 
2,  1917: 

Robert  M.  Otis,  Ward  23;  Lloyd  N.  Young, 
Ward  17;  Solomon  Hamburg,  Ward  8;  Frank  R. 
Cauley,  Ward  3;  Frederick  A.  Purrington,  Ward 
25;  John  J.  Cloney,  Ward  17;  William  J.  Mitchell, 
Ward  20;  Michael  J.  Haley,  Ward  3;  Frank  M. 
Frost,  Ward  16;  Patrick  O'Callaghan,  Ward  25; 
James  A.  Higgins,  Ward  21;  John  J.  Kennerley, 
Ward  2;  Jeremiah  Scannell,  Ward  16;  John  J. 
■  Kiernan,  Ward  22;  William  Stephen  Connolly, 
Ward  17;  James  J.  Nicholson,  Ward  15;  Herbert 
Benton,  Ward  21;  Daniel  B.  Sydleman,  Ward  21; 
Walter  C.  Harris,  Ward  25;  Joseph  F.  Curran, 
Ward  1;  Arthur  E.  Rabethge,  Ward  1;  William 
O.  Lynch,  Ward  16;  John  J.  Smith,  Ward  18;  E. 
Eugene  Morse,  Ward  23;  William  J.  Tighe,  Ward 
20;  Frank  J.  Wainwright,  Ward  24;  Herbert  C. 
Hartwell,  Ward  21;  Edward  J.  Geishecker,  Ward 
21;  Frank  H.  Chambers,  Ward  22;  Fred  G.  F. 
Eklund,  Ward  20;  Harry  J.  Norton,  Ward  20; 
William  J.  Quinn,  Ward  20;  J.  Myles  Standish, 
Ward  20;  John  F.  Shaughnessy,  Ward  24;  John 
Mahoney,  Ward  18;  William  Cohen,  Ward  2; 
Walter  A.  Webster,  Ward  20;  Bernard  G.  Vor- 
brink,  Ward  25;  George  G.  Parlee,  Ward  20;  John 
J.  Moran,  Ward  26. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January 
2,  1917: 

John  J.  Kellev,  Ward  21;  Michael  J.  Lyons, 
Ward  2;  James  D.  O'Malley,  Ward  20;  Eugene  J. 
Mulvey,  Ward  16;  George  W.  Armington,  Ward 
21;  Frank  Cook,  Ward  19 ;  Walter  Pritchett,  Ward 
16;  Hugh  J.  Arbuckle,  Ward  20;  Alexander  D. 
Ritchie,  Ward  17;  Ralph  F.  Nichols,  Ward  21; 
Edward  A.  Smith,  Ward  18:  Charles  Brackle, 
Ward  21;  William  J.  Glavey,  Ward  22;  Harrison 
W.  James,  Ward  21;  George  L.  French,  Ward  23; 
Charles  W.  Carter,  Ward  12;  John  McCarthy,, 
Ward  4;  John  J.  Manning,  Ward  15;  Daniel  J.' 
O'Leary,  Ward  13;  Chester  A.  Wilson,  Ward  25; 
Arthur  E.  Messer,  Ward  1;  John  S.  McAdams, 
Ward  5;  Abraham  S.  Bearse,  Ward  8;  Daniel  J. 
Kane,  Ward  10;  Aubrev  W.  Benjamin,  Ward  16; 
Frederick  L.  Wilder,  Ward  20;  Arthur  H.  Saunders, 
Ward  20;  Granville  E.  Foss,  Jr.,  Ward  11;  Rudolph 
G.  Widmer,  Ward  23;  Joseph  T.  Walsh,  Ward  20; 
Paul  G.  Anderson,  Ward  2;  Thomas  J.  Sullivan, 
Ward  25;  Alden  T.  Cleveland,  Ward  26;  William 
M.  Tolman,  Ward  23;  Frank  P.  Moriarty,  Ward 
25;  Charles  Kean,  Ward  7;  William  D.  Murphy, 
Ward  19;  Allen  A.  Smith,  Ward  20;  Andrew 
Carroll,  Ward  12;  Charles  D.  Mclnnis,  Ward  25. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superijr  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  Janu- 
ary 2,  1917: 

Daniel  G.  Finnertv,  Ward  19;  Thomas  J.  Tighe, 
Ward  23;  Albert  F.  Brown,  Ward  24;  Jamea  E. 
Dalton,  Ward  1;  Matthew  Fenyus,  Ward  22; 
Charles  W.  Bradlee,  WTard  11;  Mark  E.  Kelly, 
Ward  23;  Simon  Newhoff,  Ward  21;  Peter  Weloh, 
Ward  15;  Bernard  M.  Hession,  Ward  16;  Harry 
D.  Cheney,  Ward  5;  Everett  M.  Gilpatrick, 
Ward  12:  Charles  E.  Mayer,  Ward  23;  John  Carl- 
son, Ward  16;  Andrew  J.  Abel,  Ward  16;  William 
W.  Duncan,  Ward  1;  Patrick  J.  Kane,  Ward  11; 
Jamea  McLaughlin,  Ward  20;  Richard  C.  Shar- 
man,  Ward  20;  Jeremiah  .1.  Murray,  Ward  20; 
Frank  .1.  Ilackett,  Waul    1;   Neil  llarol,  Ward  21; 
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Richard  Pitt  Bagley,  Ward  14;  Charles  G.  Died- 
rieh,  Ward  16;  Timothy  J.  Cotter,  Ward  3;  George 

E.  Underwood,  Ward  20;  James  R.  Hill,  Ward  16; 
George  H.  Page,  Ward  13;  Anson  C.  Geer,  Ward 
22;  Walter  Sherman,  Ward  17;  Charles  E.  Gardner, 
Ward  21;  Martin  Sullivan,  Ward  23;  Erford  J. 
Manchester,  Ward  26;  John  D.  Kenney,  Ward  10; 
John  C.  Meade,  Ward  24;  John  E.  Jaeobson,  Ward 
10;  Louis  Boraks,  Ward  20;  Robert  F.  Griffin, 
Ward  20;  Michael  J.  Dunn,  Ward  7;  Elmer  L. 
Ditmers,  Ward  25. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court,  Fifth 
Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January  2,  1917: 

John  A.  Mullen,  Ward  24;  Bradford  L.  Barton, 
Ward  24;  John  C.  King,  Ward  5;  Allen  W.  Hovey, 
Ward  18;  John  J.  Carroll,  Ward  5;  Felix  Schindler, 
Ward  19;  Ernest  H.  Parker,  Ward  22;  Cornelius  J. 
Cadogan,  Ward  3;  John  E.  Daly,  Ward  12;  Stephen 
Bradford,  Ward  24;  John  A.  Finn,  Ward  20; 
Charles  A.  Haley,  Ward  26;  Edward  F.  Galligan, 
Ward  20;  Samuel  Silberg,  Ward  9;  Abraham 
Lipson,  Ward  9;  Charles  T.  Smith,  Ward  7; 
John  O.  Smith,  Ward  14;  Alexander  McDonald, 
Ward  23;  William  Gray,  Ward  17 ;  Edward  Doherty, 
Ward  12;  Frederick  B.  Hodgdon,  Ward  26;  John 

F.  August,  Ward  1;  Carl  V.  P.  E.  Hammerich, 
Ward  22;  Edward  Newcomb,  Ward  10;  Frank  E. 
Fuller,  Ward  20;  Thomas  J.  Burns,  Ward  15; 
Daniel  P.  Shea,  Ward  13;  Samuel  Solomon,  Ward 
16;  George  F.  Tegan,  Ward  3;  Oliver  F.  Davenport, 
Ward  20;  Arthur  E.  Swan,  Ward  25;  Karl  Przytek, 
Ward  12;  Arthur  W.  Gibson,  Ward  14;  Patrick 
Keohane,  Ward  3;  Thomas  P.  McNamara,  Ward  12; 
Henry  Kuhns,  Ward  22;  George  M.  Brown,  Ward 
23;  Christian  Rausch,  Ward  1;  Charles  A.  Robin- 
son, Ward  23;  Lewis  J.  McKenzie,  Ward  20. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Sixth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January 
2,  1917; 

Edward  A.  Lally,  Ward  20;  George  W.  Hiltz, 
Ward  22;  Michael  J.  Tierney,  Ward  3:  Vincent 
F.  Crowley,  Ward  12;  Edward  B.  Walsh,  Ward 
12;  Charles  T.  Maroske,  Ward  20;  Joseph  Mul- 
len, Ward  13;  Frederick  B.  Pitcher,  Ward  24; 
Axel  Johanson,  Ward  20;  Alfred  G.  Bourque, 
Ward    25;    Charles    E.    Mills,  Ward   20;    Saverio 


Piscopo,  Ward  6;  John  Leitch,  Ward  19;  John 
B.  Lynch,  Ward  15;  Michael  Rutledge,  Ward 
25;  Thomas  R.  Sullivan,  Ward  2;  Samuel  W. 
Jackson,  Ward  20;  Victor  Didion,  Ward  19; 
George  W.  Russell,  Ward  23;  John  McCorkle, 
Ward  21;  William  A.  Norton,  Jr.,  Ward  21;  Albert 
Montardo,  Ward  6;  Thomas  V.  Jones,  Ward  7; 
Henry  A.  Kirk,  Ward  20;  Frederick  W.  Gifford, 
Ward  16;  J.  Frank  Cashman,  Ward  17;  Frank 
Dorion,  Ward  14;  George  C.  Hill,  Ward  11; 
Michael  Brooks,  Ward  22;  Albert  H.  Barker, 
Ward  22;  Walter  J.  Wood,  Ward  26;  Miles 
Mahone,  Ward  8;  William  L.  Goldston,  Ward  18; 
Felix  Gormley,  Ward  1;  Martin  Grundahl,  Ward 
23;  John  Walsh,  Ward  8;  Max  Shapiro,  Ward  20; 
John  M.  Sargent,  Ward  25;  John  T.  Moore,  Ward 
20;    William  F.  Bryant,  Ward  21. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Seventh  Session,  January  Sitting,-  to  appear  Janu- 
ary 2,  1917; 

Lucien  J.  Price,  Ward  11;  Reuben  Winslow 
Ward  21;  John  F.  Roftery,  Ward  19;  Sanford  E 
Kimball,  Ward  1;  Loughlin  Mclnnes,  Ward  14 
Frederick  W.  Allen,  Ward  20;  Patrick  H.  Crowley 
Ward  26;  Daniel  Grady,  Ward  8;  Augustus  A 
Fales,  Ward  5;  Sherwood  R.  Weaver,  Ward  10 
Patrick  Connell,  Ward  20;  James  P.  McDonald 
Ward  8;  Jeremiah  L.  Shea,  Ward  1;  Thomas  H 
Griffin,  Ward  16;  Francis  J.  Obert,  Ward  24 
Charles  N.  Donovan,  Ward  12;  James  Roberts 
Ward  20;  Thomas  H.  Cavanaugh,  Ward  12 
Harry  E.  Hoyt,  Ward  21;  John  F.  White,  Ward 
26;  William  H.  Quigley,  Ward  4;  Charles  S.  Ken- 
rick,  Ward  1;  William  Connor,  Ward  1;  Thomas  J. 
Burke,  Ward  1;  Avery  L.  Boyd,  Ward  1;  George 
M.  Bingham,  Ward  20;  Henry  C.  Oxley,  Ward  1; 
George  A.  Savage,  Ward  10;  James  4  Lee, Ward  19; 
Edward  G.  DerJey,  Ward  2;  John  H.  Rooney,  Ward 
19;  Garrett  Joseph  Curtis,  Ward  1;  Edward  R. 
Sears,  Ward  2;  Fred  L.  Richardson,  Ward  22; 
William  J.  O'Callaghan,  Ward  23;  Edmund  J. 
Cranwell,  Ward  23;  Charles  J.  Recker,  Ward  23; 
James  H.  Mulrey,  Ward  23;  Samuel  E.  Howe, 
Ward  20;  Edward  L.  Call,  Ward  1. 


Adjourned  at  1.05  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun, 
STORROW. 
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Wednesday,  December  20,  1916. 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  4  o'clock  p.  m., 
for  the  purpose  of  drawing  jurors,  President 
HAGAN  in  the  chair  and  a  quorum  present. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

Twenty-two  grand  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  January  2,  1917: 

Frederick  J.  Young,  Ward  9;  Herbert  Dilling- 
ham, Ward  22;  Charles  A.  Howland,  Ward  24 
Victor  E.  Hoist,  Ward  25;  William  F.  Fanning 
Ward  17;  Harry  Abraham  Friedland,  Ward  13 
Edward  Conroy,  Ward  23;  Frederick  A.  Walker 
Ward  12;  Dennis  J.  Nolan,  Ward  14;  Louis  Ralph 
Ward  26;  Eugene  F.  McDonough,  Ward  23;  Peter 
F.  Kelly,  Ward  17;  Walter  B.  Colburn,  Ward  4 
J.  Arthur  Belderston,  Ward  25;  James  P.  Smith 
Ward  24;  John  J.  "Riley,  Ward  19;  Christian 
Schlappi,  Ward  19;  Thomas  E.  Maloney,  Ward  16 
William  T.  F.  Trudell',  Ward  3;  Aloysius  P.  E 
Cunningham,  Ward  24;  Thomas  F.  Downey 
Ward  26;   Samuel  G.  Treat,  Ward  12. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  January  4,  1917: 

George  W.  Knapp,  Ward  21;  George  S.  Wyman, 
Jr.,  Ward  20;  Michael  A.  Griffin,  Ward  12;  Matthew 
J.  Murphy,  Ward  12;  William  J.  Deery,  Ward  12; 
Thomas  P.  Fox,  Ward  20;  Joseph  B.  Wermers, 
Ward  21;  Harry  D.  Finberg,  Ward  21;  Henry  T. 


Gorman,  Ward  20;  Frank  X.  Sheerin,  Ward  19 
George  D.  Wells,  Ward  11;  T.  Frank  Nightingale 
Ward  10;  Ansil  G.  Arnold,  Ward  21;  Daniel  D 
Muffin,  Ward  7;  Laroy  A.  Pinkham,  Ward  21 
Walter  S.  Blake,  Ward  16;  Gustav  Hartman 
Ward  19;  James  H.  Stokes,  Ward  22;  William  S 
Lynch,  Ward  20;  Fred  H.  Marshall,  Ward  22 
Henry  C.  Waters,  Ward  11;  Nathan  H.  Dole. 
Ward  23;  George  W.  Kenyon,  Ward  22;  Lawrence 
F.  Tobin,  Ward  22;  Frank  C.  Douglas,  Ward  16 
Albert  B.  Cook,  Ward  5;  Charles  B.  Talbert 
Ward  21;  Henry  N.  Doll,  Ward  17;  Joseph  A 
Metcalf,  Ward  1;  Thomas  Dalton,  Ward  25 
Daniel  Collins,  Ward  13;  John  J.  Mogan,  Ward 
26;  Richmond  Smith,  Ward  24;  Henrv  J.  Murphy 
Ward  9;  John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  13;  Thomas  J 
Kenny,  Ward  23. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  January  S,  1917: 

Peter  F.  Ward,  Ward  15;  James  A.  Stewart, 
Ward  20;  Louis  Rubin,  Ward  21;  Harold  W. 
Young,  Ward  24;  John  Adam  Hauek,  Ward  15; 
Frank  L.  Snow,  Ward  8;  Michael  L.  Connolly, 
Ward  15;  Patrick  F.  Noone,  Ward  1;  Neil  C. 
Mahaney,  Ward  20;  James  H.  Edwards,  Ward  25; 
Walter  J.  Connell,  Ward  24;  Charles  F.  Berry, 
Ward  20;  Frank  C.  Hatch,  Ward  10;  Cornelius  J. 
Riordan,  Ward  25;  Robert  Schofield,  Ward  1; 
John  Davis,  Ward  1;  William  E.  Rose,  Ward  23; 
Louis  S.  Farnham,  Ward  18;  William  I.  Whitton, 
Ward  1;  John  J.  Fraser,  Ward  1;  John  O'Hare, 
Ward  14;  Frederick  E.  Lord,  Ward  16;  Edmund  L. 
Dolbeare,  Ward  20;  James  Joseph  Slattery, 
Ward  20;  Edward  R.  Schneider,  Ward  20;  Robert 
E.  Magner,  Ward  23;  James  F.  Smith,  Ward  15; 
Daniel  J.  Dooley,  Ward  14;  Patrick  Kilev,  Ward 
14;  Adolph  Suck,  Ward  26;  Thomas  A.  Fox, 
Ward  11;  George  W.  Thurston,  Ward  25;  Daniel 
A.  Doherty,  Ward  5;  James  H.  Lyons,  Ward  1; 
Charles  F.  Nagle,  Ward  22;  Abraham  Ratkowski, 
Ward  21. 


Adjourned  at  4.15  p.  m. 
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Wednesday,  December  27,  1916. 
-  Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun. 
Kenny. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
terms  ending  April  30,  1917: 

1.  Donald  J.  Ferguson,  11  Fountain  street, 
Roxbury,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

2.  William  Coakley,  339  Harrison  avenue, 
Boston,  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

Laid  over  under  the  law. 


VETO  TRANSFER  OF  EAGLE   HILL 
RESERVOIR. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  without  my 
approval  order  of  your  body  passed  December  11, 
providing  for  transfer  from  the  Public  Works 
Department  to  the  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment of  the  Eagle  Hill  reservoir. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  is  of  the 
opinion  that  until  such  time  as  the  necessary  fire 
protection  has  been  provided  for  this  section  of 
East  Boston  and  the  adjoining  Chelsea  section,  the 
Eagle  Hill  reservoir  should  not  be  converted  to 
any  use  other  than  that  which  it  now  serves, 
namely,  auxiliary  fire  protection. 
•  A  recent  communication  from  the  Metropolitan 
Water  and  Sewerage  Board,  which  your  body  has 
had  opportunity  to  examine,  clearly  states  that  it  is 
the  purpose  of  that  Board  to  seek  in  January  such 
legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to  provide  for  an 
extension. of  the  existing  water  mains,  and. when 
this  work-has  been  completed  I  can  see  no  objection 
to  the  transfer  of  the  Eagle  Hill  reservoir  property 
to  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department  and  its 
development  for  park  and  playground  purpose, 
but  until  such  time  as  adequate  fire  protection 
has  been  provided  there  is  no  way  t'o  justify  a 
course  differing  in  any  essential  from  the  one 
determined  upon. 

I  append  herewith  report  in  this  connection  of 
the  Efficiency  Board  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Public  Works  Department, 

December  13,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

East  Boston  is  dependent  upon  its  entire  water 
supply  from  two  lines  crossing  Chelsea  creek  at 
different  locations.  Both  of  these  lines  are  fed 
from  two  mains,  one  of  which  is  20  inches  and  the 
other  24  inches  in  diameter,  both  located  in  the 
same  street  in  Chelsea,  for  about  1,500  feet.  One 
of  these  lines  was  installed  in  1850  and  the  other 
in  1888,  and  they  cross  one  another  at  two  loca- 
tions in  this  street. 

This  is  rather  a  dangerous  condition,  for  should 
a  break  occur  in  either  one  at,  or  close  to,  these 
crossings,  it  might  put  both  out  of  service  and  the 
supply  to  East  Boston  would  be  entirely  cut  off. 

If  had  been  proposed  for  considerable  time  pas! 
to  reinforce  these  two  mains  with  a  new  36-inch 
main  in  another  location,  which  would  furnish  a 
reasonably  reliable  supply  at  all  times. 

The  writer  was  told  by  Mr.  Foss,  chief  engineer 
of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  recently  t  ti.it 
they  intended  to  request  of  the  next  Legislature 
an  appropriation  to  install  this  36-inch  line;  and 


if  the  legislative  sanction  were  received  sufficiently 
early  in  the  year  the  line  could  be  completed 
probably  before  the  1st  of  June. 

Located  in  East  Boston  at  Brooks  street  and  West 
Eagle  street  is  the  Eagle  Hill  reservoir,  covering  a 
site  of  about  220,000  square  feet  and  having  a 
capacity  of  approximately  5,000,000  gallons. 

In  case  of  a  break  in  the  mains  discussed  above 
in  Chelsea,  East  Boston  would  be  entirely  cut  off 
from  any  water  supply  except  that  from  the 
harbor,  and  if,  during  this  period,  a  large  fire 
should  occur  there  would  be  absolutely  no  method 
of  checking  its  spread  by  any  water  supply  except 
from  the  fire  boats,  and  were  the  fire  inland  there 
would  be  nothing  to  prevent  a  large  part,  and  pos- 
sibly the  whole,  of  East  Boston  being  wiped  out 
by  a  general  conflagration,  and  we  think  that  this 
will  continue  to  be  a  most  dangerous  situation, 
without  some  emergency  supply,  until  the  new 
main  in  Chelsea  is  installed. 

The  Eagle  Hill  reservoir  has  been  recently 
cleaned,  the  water  is  wholesome  and  can  be  let  in 
the  distribution  system  safely  for  any  purpose, 
either  domestic  consumption  or  fire,  and  the 
emergency  availability  of  this  5,000,000  gallons 
under  the  conditions  referred  to  above  cannot  be 
overestimated  in  importance,  as  far  as  fire  pro- 
tection to  the  island  is  concerned. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  abandon  this  reservoir 
as  such  and  utilize  the  site  for  playground  pur- 
poses. The  Efficiency  Commission  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  had  been  considering  this 
matter  and  had  in  mind  two  schemes,  one  of 
which  provided  for  the  removal  of  sufficient 
amount  from  the  reservoir  site  to  fill  to  the  bulk- 
head line  the  Water  Service  property  close  by. 
This  would  take  care  of  12,000  cubic  yards-  of 
material,  which,  if  taken  from  the  top  of  the 
reservoir  site  and  a  grade  established  by  which 
the  reservoir  depression  was  filled  to  an  even  grade, 
would  leave  a  .total  area  of  practically  100,000 
square  feet  for  playground  purposes.  Were  the 
entire  si*e  brought  to  the  street  levels  adjoining 
we  would  have  to  remove,  in  addition  to  .the 
above,  about  100,000  cubic  yards  of  material 
which  would  render  available  about  220,000  square 
feet  for  playground  purposes  and  would  cost, 
depending  entirely  upon  local  conditions  of  filling 
required,  etc.,  roughly  $50,000  to  $75,000. 

The  Public  Works  Department,  however,  has 
been  and  is  now  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  this 
reservoir  be  not  abandoned  until  such  time  as  this 
pipe  line  reinforcement  in  Chelsea  is  completed. 
It  looks  as  though  by  cooperation  of  the  city  and 
the  state  a  bill  could  be  gotten  through  the  Legis- 
lature to  provide  the  money  for  this  extension  and 
the  work  of  providing  a  playground  on  whatever 
basis  decided  upon  prosecuted  during  the  coming 
summer.  It  does  not  seem  as  though  any  action 
other  than  this  suggested  would  provide  a  play- 
ground any  sooner.  As  practically  80  per  cent  of 
the  cost  of  this  extension  will  be  borne  by  the  city 
anyway,  even  if  it  is  built  with  metropolitan  loans, 
there  should  be  no  objection  to  this  being  done. 
In  case  it  should  be  decided  by  the  Legislature 
that  this  is  not  advisable,  it  seems  as  if  the  city 
could  well  afford  to  spend  the  additional  money 
required,  namely,  not  more  than  $5,000  to  pay  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Works  to  install  this  extension 
if  it  is  desired  to  provide  the  playground  im- 
mediately. 

In  any  case,  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that 
primarily  because  of  its  emergency  value  for  fire 
purposes  this  reservoir  supply  of  water  should  not 
I"'  abandoned  or  transferred  from  the  custody  of 
the  Public  Works  Department  until  this  line  in 
Chelsea  is  provided. 

Respectfully, 
J.  A.   RouitKE,  Mechanical  Engineer. 

The    Commonwealth    of    Massachusetts,     Metro- 
politan Water  and  Sewerage  Board, 

Boston,  October  26,  1016. 
Mr.  E.  F.  Murphy, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 
Dear  Sir, — Replying   to  your   favor   of   the    23d 
inst.,   relative   to  laying  a  new   pipe   line   in    Ksscx 

street,  Chelsea,   the  Board  is  not   convin I  from 

e\  idence  which  it  has  been  able  to  obtain  that  it  is 

essential    I"   [ay   :i    new   36-inch   pipe   in   said   street 

before  the  Bast  Boston  reservoir  can  be  abandoned. 

The  Board  will,  however,  in  its  estimate  for  the 
year  1917,  which  will  be  tiled  with  the  Auditor  of 
the  Commonwealth  in   November,  include  a  sum 
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sufficient  to  provide  for  such  pipe  line  and  will 
submit  the  matter  to  the  next  Legislature  for  sucn 
action  as  it  may  see  fit  to  take. 

Yours  truly, 
William  A.  Davenport,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


BRANCH  LIBRARY,  MEETING  HOUSE  HILL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  26,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council:  ■  .     ,        , 

Gentlemen,—  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  chairman  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library.  The  same  being  in 
reply  to  an  order  adopted  by  your  honorable  body 
at  a  recent  meeting  it  is  respectfully  forwarded. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Library  Department,  December  22,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston:  ; 

Sir We  have  received  from  the  City  Council, 

through  the  City  Clerk,  a  request  for  a  report  and 
recommendation  upon  the  petition  of  Thomas  ri. 
Glynn  and  others  for  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  library  in  the  Meeting  House  Hill  district 
of  Dorchester,  and  make  our  reply  to  you  for 
transmission  to  the  City  Council  at  your  discretion. 
We  referred  the  matter  to  the  librarian  for  exam- 
ination and  report,  and  his  report  thereon  was  as 

f°"Thave  had  referred  to  me  for  investigation 
and  report  petitions  of  numerous  citizens  ot  D or- 
chester  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch  library 
in  the  Meeting  House  Hill  district  of  Dorchester. 
These  petitions  were  presented  to  the  City  Council 
and  by  its  "vote  of  March  13  referred  to  your 
Board  for  a  report  thereon,  with  recommendations. 
"Previously,  under  date  of  January  31,  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  in  a  communication  stated  that 
request  had  been  made  for  the  opening  of  such  a 
branch,  and  requested  information  as  to  the 
desirability  and  possibility  of  such  a  branch  being 
added  to  the  library  system  There  is  also 
before  your  Board  a  communication  from  Edward 
F  Trainor,  Secretary  of  the  Meeting  House  Hill 
Improvement  Association,  in  support  of  the  pro- 
ject, and  stating  that  the  various  organizations 
of  the  district,  including  the  Meeting  House  Hill 
Improvement  Association  and  the  Ward  18 
Democratic  Club,  incorporated,,  have  indorsed 
the  plan  and  are  willing  to  do  their  utmost  for  the 
establishment  of  the  branch  .    ,.  n 

"The  request  for  an  establishment  of  a  station 
of  the  library  in  the  so-called  Meeting  House  Hill 
district  of  Dorchester  is  not  a  new  one.  It  has 
been  several  times  considered  by  your  Board. 
It  was  adversely  reported  upon  m  1897,  1899  and 
1908.  In  April,  1912,  the  Board  in  replying  to 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  relative  to  the  matter  said: 

"  'If  the  financial  resources  of  the  department 
permitted  the  multiplication  of  reading  rooms 
indefinitely  the  proposed  location  has  me  it  b  t 
the  establishment  of  a  new  station  of  this  kind 
involves  an  initial  expense  of  approximately  SAoOO, 
and  a  continuous  annual  expense  thereafter  of 
$2  000  The  suggested  site  is  less  than  two  thuds 
of 'a  mile  from  a  well-equipped  branch  at  Upham  s 
Coiner,  with  direct  electric  communication,  and 
only  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Dorchester  branch. 
"In  1908  virtually  the  same  report  had  been 
made,  and  in  that  year  a  committee  of  the  trus- 
tees visited  the  district,  and  reported  adversely 

"The  population  has  increased  somewhat  since 
1912  but  otherwise  conditions  are  unchanged. 
No  precise  location  is  suggested  in  the  Present  Peti- 
tion, but,  if  a  station  is  established  in  the  district, 
it  would,  I  suppose,  be  located  in  or  near  Eaton 
souare  which,  as  stated  in  the  report  for  191A  is 
Tss  than  two  thirds  of  a  mile'  from  the  active 
Upham's  Corner  branch,  one  of  the  best  and  most 
popular  branches  in  our  system.  It  is  as  also 
stated  in  1912,  'about  a  half  mile  from  the  Dor- 
chester branch.'  Each  of  these  branches  would 
undoubtedly  lose  some  of  their  patrons  to  the 
new  branch  if  one  were  established.  The  schools 
of  the  Meeting  House  Hill  district  are  already 
served  bv  one  or  the  other  of  the  existing  branches 
which  I  have  named.  There  are  other  districts 
in  the  city  which  have  at  least  as  strong  claim  as 
this  one  for  the  establishment  of  a  station,  and 


in  equity,  ought  not  to  be  denied  if  the   present 

petition 'is  granted.  Some  of  these  are  at  this  time 
asking  for  stations.  Others  have  asked  in  the 
past,  and  are  probably  waiting  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  renew  their  applications. 

"I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  apart  from  the  merits 
of  this  particular  case  or  others  now  pending,  no 
other  branches  should  be  established  at  least  until 
enlarged  equipment  at  the  Central  Library  makes 
it  possible  to  operate  more  effectively  the  present 
agencies  through  which  we  serve  the  public.  When 
the  proposed  addition  to  the  Central  Building 
(now  about  to  be  put  under  contract)  is  com- 
pleted, and  adequately  provided  with  books  lor 
use  through  the  branches,  so  that  the  Branch 
Department  at  the  Central,  by  means  of  which 
all  the  sub-agencies  in  various  parts  ol  the  city 
are  served,  has  at  its  command  much  needed 
facilities  for  properly  performing  its  work,  it  may 
then  be  possible  to  consider  enlargements  ot  the 

Sy "  Your  Board,  in  its  report  for  the  year  ending 
January  31,  1915,  stated  its  policy  with  reference 
to  the  immediate  establishment  of  new  branches, 
in  words  which  may  be  pertinently  applied  to  the 
present  case.     You  said: 

"  'This  brings  to  the  trustees  and  to  the  city 
government  a  very  important  question  which  is, 
whether  the  library  shall  extend  its  plant  by  the 
establishment  of  new  reading  rooms,  or  shall  lor 
the  present  at  least  improve  the  plant  we  have, 
and  so  serve  the  public  better  with  the  facilities 
thev  now  enjoy.     Shall  we  plough  the  library  held 
of  the  city  wider  or  deeper?     This  question  cannot 
be  approached  from  the  point  of  any  mere  y  local 
interest.     We  must  consider  the  whole  held,  and 
what  we  do  must  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  library  as 
a  system.     This  is  necessarily  so,  for  the  amount 
of   money   which   may   be   appropriated   for   the 
librarv  out  of  the  tax  levy  is  not  only  limited  by 
the  tax  rate  of  the  city,  but  also  by  the  increasing 
demands    of    other    much    larger    departments,— 
streets,  hospital,  police,  schools  water  and  sewage 
lighting  and  their  wants  must  be  first  met.     1  hey 
are    necessary    departments,    and   mus}t,be  fkf,p* 
efficient   for   the   good   order   and   health,  of   the 
city.     When  they  are  supplied,  the  remainder  ot 
the  amount  that  can  be  divided  out  of  the  tax  levy 
must  be  apportioned  among  the  other  departments 
including  the  library,  and  there  is  very  little  left 
which  will  allow  an  increase  in  the  library  appro- 
priation   of   more   than  is   required   Properly   to 
maintain  the  present  plant  and  work  it  efficiently: 
"The  branch  library  system  now  costs  $140,000 
as   against  $42,355.51   in   1894,    and   there  is   no 
municipal  library  system   which   is  more   highly 
developed  or  more  completely  equipped  to  reach 
all  the  people,  than  is  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
All  the  residents  of  the  city  except  in  a  very  few 
instances,  are  brought  within  at  least  a  mile  ot  a 
library  distribution  point,  and  in  some  parts  of  the 
citv  this  distance  is  much  reduced.     Within  a  few 
years  four   additional  reading   rooms   have   been 
established,   and  yet  there  are  constant  requests 
to  the  city  government  and  the  trustees  for  the 
establishment     of     new     reading     rooms      Three 
additional    requests    have    reached    the   trustees 
during  the  present  year,  by  orders  from  the  City 
Council,  supported  by  petitions  and  communica- 
tions   sent    directly    to    the    trustees      Informal 
requests  have  come  from  two  other  sections  of  the 
citv      Every   such   request,   if   granted,   leads   to 
agitation  for  similar  action  in  other  districts. 

'"Reading  rooms  must  be  opened  by  special 
appropriation  from  the  city  government  but 
when  once  opened'  they  must  be  maintained  out 
of  the  regular  appropriation,  and  the  expense  toi 
service,  books,  transportation,  rent,  light,  heat 
and  care  is  thus  constantly  enlarged,  lo  in- 
crease the  number  of  reading  rooms  without  at 
the  same  time  enlarging  our  financial  resources, 
is  simplv  to  place  burdens  upon  the  existing 
system  If  only  a  given .  amount  of  money  is 
available  for  books  or  service  and  the  number  of 
places  where  books  must  be  kept  or  service  ren- 
dered is  increased,  then  every  pre-existing  place 
must  bear  its  share  of  the  diminished  expenditure 
in  order  that  the  new  reading  room  may  be  sup- 
plied What  the  library  needs  for  the  present, 
and  from  the  point  of  economy  and  efficient 
administration,  is  enlarged  equipment  to  make 
more  effective  the  operation  of  its  present  agencies 
of  public  service,  rather  than  the  establishment 
of  new  agencies.'  .  ,  .       T  , 

"In  replv  to  a  communication  from  the  John 
D  Philbrick  Home  and  School.  Association,  sent 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  April  10,  1915, 
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relative  to  ^hej  (establishment  of  a  new  branch  at 
Mt.  Hope,  your  .Board  remarked  that  'the  power 
to  establish  branches  is,  by  the  city  ordinance, 
given  to  the  trustees.  This  seems  to  be  proper 
because  the  Board  being  in  charge  of  the  whole 
library  plant,  may  be  assumed  to  be  best  informed 
as  to  the  necessity  of  adding  a  new  branch  to  the 
library  plant.'  And  then,  without  going  into  the 
merits  of  the  particular  case,  you  pointed  out 
certain  immediate  needs  of  the  library,  and  con- 
cluded with  the  extract  from  your  report  which  I 
have  included  above. 

"There  appears  to  be  no  greater  urgency  for  a 

new  branch  at  Meeting  House  Hill  than  in  the 

Mount    Hope-Forest   Hills    district.     The    reply 

made  in  that  case  seems  to  be  applicable  in  this. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  G.  Wadlin,  Librarian." 

After  full  examination  and  consideration,  the 
trustees  adopted  the  report  as  the  opinion  of  the 
Board. 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  H.  Benton,  President. 

Placed  on  file. 


ALTERATION  OF  BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Law  Department  with 
reference  to  the  condition  of  the  Broadway  Bridge 
over  the  tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad, 
and  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  December  26,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  Carty  of  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment has  been  to  see  me  with  reference  to  the 
repair  of  the  Broadway  Bridge  over  the  tracks  of 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad.  He  says  that  the 
engineers  of  the  Public  Service  Commission  recom- 
mend that  the  bridge  be  repaired  and  strengthened. 
I  have  been  in  conference  with  Mr.  Carty  and  Mr. 
Sargent  of  the  Elevated,  and  they  agree  that  it  is 
essential  that  the  work  be  started  at  once. 

I  inclose  form  of  order  to  be  sent  to  the  City 
Council  authorizing  the  Corporation  Counsel  to 
petition  the  Public  Service  Commission  for  an 
order  prescribing  the  alterations  for  the  necessary 
repairs.  I  would  like  very  much  to  have  you  send 
this  order  to  the  Council  tomorrow. 
Yours  respectfully, 

George  A.  Flynn, 
Assistant  Corporation  Counsel. 

Whereas,  Broadway,  a  public  way  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  crosses  the  tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  by  an  overhead  bridge;  and 

Whereas,  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  security  and  convenience  of  the  public 
that  an  alteration  which  does  not  involve  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  crossing  at  grade  should  be  made  in  said 
overhead  bridge  and  its  approaches; 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  in  the 
name  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  apply  to  the 
Public  Service  Commission  for  its  decision  upon 
the  necessity  of  such  alteration  and  for  prescribing 
the  mar  ner  and  limits  within  which  it  shall  be  made, 
in  compliance  with  chapter  463  of  the  Acts  of  the 
year  1906,  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof  and  in 
addition  thereto. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RIGHT   OF    WAY,    MOUNT    HOPE 
CEMETERY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I    am    in    receipt    of    tin-    inclosed 
communication    from    the   Cemetery    Department 
and  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfullyi 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Cemetery  Department,  December  21,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir, — The  Cemetery  Department  finds  it  neces- 
sary to  acquire  a  right  of  way  in  Mount  Hope 
Cemetery,  and  the  Law  Department  informs  us  that 
before  the  Street  Commissioners  can  make  this 
taking  it  will  be  necessary  that  an  appropriation 
be  made  for  this  specific  purpose. 

The  department  therefore  requests  a  transfer  of 
sixty-six  dollars  ($66)  from  B-39  (General  Plant 
Repairs)  and  thirty-four  dollars  ($34)  from  E-2 
(Highway  Material)  to  F-l  (Land). 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
Charles  E.  Phipps,  Chairman, 

Trustees  Cemetery  Department. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers  in 
the  appropriation  for  Cemetery  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant 
Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-l,  Land, 
$66.  From  the  appropriation  for  E-2,  Highway 
Material,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-l,  Land,  $34, 
to  acquire  a  right  of  way  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery . 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Henry  P.  Barry,  for  refund  of  amount  paid  for 
a  building  permit  which  was  not  used. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giuseppe  Calcagna,  for  compensa- 
tion for  injury  and  death  of  their  infant  daughter 
by  alleged  neglect  at  the  Consumptives'  Hospital. 

Mark  H.  Crehan  &  Co.,  for  compensation  for 
damages  at  corner  of  Norfolk  avenue  and  Burrill 
street  by  the  bursting  of  a  hydrant. 

Cudahy  Packing  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  auto  truck  by  Fire  Department 
apparatus. 

Ellen  Denehy,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  a  defect  in  Market  street,  Brighton. 

Mrs.  Armstead  H.  Dixon,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  defect  in  West  Newton  street, 
near  Huntington  avenue. 

P.  Dooley,  for  compensation  for  injury  to  horse 
by  a  defective  eatch-basin  cover  at  corner  East 
Second  and  L  streets. 

William  H.  Edmands,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  by  a  defect  at  374  Common- 
wealth avenue. 

James  F.  Fitzmaurice,  to  be  paid  for  a  horse 
which  died  from  injuries  received  by  the  unsafe 
condition  of  North  Harvard  street. 

Mrs.  Julia  B.  Fltzpatrick,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  in  the  City  Hall  Annex. 

Mrs.  James  Gloffin,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  on  Washington  street. 

Max  Goldberg,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
22  Normandy  street  by  the  shutting  off  of  water. 

Charles  P.  Hall,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  by  a  city  team. 

La  Notisia  Publishing  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damages  at  32-36  Battery  street  on  account 
of  the  breaking  of  water  pipe. 

Annie  McLaughlin,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  a  defect  in  highway  at  8  Orchardfield 
street. 

Agnes  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  and  damage  to  clothing  by  a  defect  at 
5  Dillaway  stre'e! 

Joseph  H.  Norton,  for  compensation  for  an  over- 
coat torn  on  a  tree  on  Brown  avenue. 

Catherine  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  at  683  East  Second  street. 

{Catherine  Irene  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  defect  at  683  East  Second 
street. 

W.  A.  Sellon,  for  compensation  for  damages  at 
2  Aulmru  place  by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Ida  Shoninger,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defeot  at  123  wesl  Canton  street, 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Silva,  for  compensation  for  injuries 

caused  by  a  fall  on  Boardman  street. 

John  Slyva,  for  compensation  lor  damages  at 
88  Child  street,  Hyde  Park,  by  obstruction  of 
Corbett's  brook  by  city  emploj  ee 
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Mary  J.  Wilson,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  at  corner  of  West  Dedham  and 
Washington  streets. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Pinkham,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  because  of  a  defect  at  118  West 
Newton  street. 

Clara  Blanehard,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  the  Municipal  Building,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Cunningham  Motor  Renting  Company,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  auto  truck  by  a  defect 
in  Albany  street,  at  Dedham  street. 

F.  Howard,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  a  defective  ballot  box  at  the  city  election. 

Fred  Keaatz,  to  be  paid  for  clothing  lost  while 
he  was  a  patient  at  the  City  Hospital. 

Executive. 

James  A.  Watson,  for  action  adverse  to  pro- 
posed increase  of  fares  by  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company. 

Miss  Emma  R.  Gragg,  for  hearing  in  regard  to 
improving  conditions  in  certain  departments  of 
the  city. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  various  places  of  amusement,  viz.: 

William  C.  Stewart,  Odd  Fellows  Hall,  evening 
of  January  1. 

Annette  Epstein,  Fauntleroy  Hall,  evening  of 
December  28. 

Samuel  Barshak,  Apollo  Hall,  December  24. 

Max  Kaufman,  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  firearms  at 
4  Green  street,  Ward  5. 

Communication  from  Justices  of  Municipal 
Court  requesting  additional  allowance  for  clerical 
assistance. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor,  certified  copies  of  same 
having  been  sent  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission: 

John    B.   Martin,    Superintendent    of    Supplies. 

Francis  J.  Brennan,  member  of  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners. 

Dr.  Henry  S.  Rowen,  Hospital  Trustee. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Election 
Commissioners  certifying  that  at  the  city  election 
held  in  the  City  of  Boston,  December  19,  1916, 
the  election  results  were  as  follows,  viz: 

Members  of  City  Council  for  term  of  three 
years:  Francis  J.  W.  Ford;  Daniel  J.  McDonald; 
James  A.  Watson. 

Member  of  City  Council  for  term  of  one  year: 
Alfred  E.  Wellington. 

Members  of  School  Committee  for  term  of  three 
years:  Henry  Abrahams;  Michael  H.  Sullivan. 

License  vote:  Yes,  53,417;  No,  30,328. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE    OF    APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  by  the  City  Clerk  of  ap- 
pointment of  Frederick  S.  Davis  to  be  Deputy 
Commissioner  in  charge  ot  the  division  of  Vital 
Statistics,  Board  of  Health. 

Placed  on  file. 


AMENDMENT    OF    DECREE. 

Notice  was  received  by  the  City  Clerk  from  the 
Public  Service  Commission,  and  also  copy  of 
order  of  said  commission,  amending  decree  dated 
September  22,  1914,  relative  to  the  alteration  of 
the  crossing  of  Franklin  street  and  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  in  Brighton. 

Placed  on  file.    . 


NOTICE   OF   HEARINGS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  hearings  on  December  15  at  10.30 
a.  m.,  on  petitions  of  West  End  Street  Railway 
Company,  viz.: 

Approval  of  location  on  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Approval  of  488th,  489th  and  490th  locations. 

Placed  on  file. 


STREET    RAILWAY    I'OI.K'E. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  that  said  company  no  longer 
requires  the  services  as  street  railway  police  officers 
of  H.  R.  Creed  and  three  others. 

Placed  on  file. 


INCREASE      IN      PROBATION       OFFICER'S 
SALARY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Justice 
of  the  Juvenile  Court  increasing  salary  of  Mr. 
John  B.  O'Hare,  Probation  Officer  of  said  court, 
from  $1,800  to  $2,000  per  annum. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


DAY   IN   EIGHT  FOR   POLICEMEN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  December  15,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City, Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  request  of 
December  11,  1916,  viz.: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested  to  furnish  to  the  City  Council  an  opin- 
ion as  to  whether  the  City  of  Boston,  through  the 
Mayor  and  Police  Commissioner,  has  the  author- 
ity to  grant  one  day  off  in  eight  to  the  members  of 
the  Police  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston 
under  the  existing  laws," 
I  respectfully  submit  the  following: 

By  Statutes  1906,  chapter  291,  sections  7  to  13, 
inclusive,  the  office  of  Police  Commissioner  of  the 
City  of  Boston  was  created  and  said  commissioner 
was  given  sole  authority  over  the  police  force, 
subject  to  such  exceptions  as  are  specifically  noted 
in  said  chapter.  For  the  conduct  of  his  office  the 
Police  Commissioner  is  responsible  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Commonwealth,  and  not  to  the  City 
of  Boston  or  to  any  official  thereof.  As  head  of 
the  Police  Department  the  commissioner  may 
allow  such  number  of  days  off  to  the  force  as  he 
deems  proper,  having  in  mind  the  maintenance 
of  the  efficiency  of  the  force.  The  allowance  of 
time  off  is  subject  to  his  discretion,  and  for  the 
exercise  of  his  discretion  he  is  responsible  only  to 
the  Governor.  If  his  allowance  of  time  off  makes 
necessary  the  appointment  of  additional  members 
of  the  force  he  can  make  the  necessary  addition 
if  it  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor.  It 
follows  that  the  grant  of  one  day  off  in  eight  may 
be  made  if  the  Police  Commissioner  and  the  Mayor 
wish  to  give  it. 

The  limitation  on  the  power  of  the  Police  Com- 
missioner with  respect  to  the  appointment  of 
patrolmen  is  contained  in  section  13  of  chapter  291 
of  the  Acts  of  1906,  which  provides  that,  "he  shall 
not  appoint  any  greater  number  of  patrolmen  than 
the  present  board  of  police  of  the  said  city  is  now 
authorized  to  appoint,"  meaning  the  number 
authorized  at  the  time  said  statute  was  passed, 
unless  the  appointment  of  the  additional  number 
required  by  the  Police  Commissioner  is  authorized 
by  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  number 
of  patrolmen  and  reserve  men  was  directed  to  bre 
increased  above  the  number  limited  by  the  pro- 
visions of  section  13  of  chapter  291  of  the  Acts  of 
1906  by  chapter  513  of  the  Acts  of  1907,  which 
was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  regular 
and  reserve  police  force  one  day  off  in  each  fifteen 
days  without  loss  of  pay.  In  order  to  give  the 
time  off  the  Police  Commissioner  was  authorized 
and  directed  to  appoint  such  additional  members 
of  the  police  force,  including  the  reserve,  as  he 
deemed  necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
chapter  513  of  the  Acts  of  1907.  This  act  resulted . 
in  the  increase  of  the  number  of  the  Boston  police 
force  above  the  number  which  was  referred  to  in 
section  13  of  chapter  291  of  the  Acts  of  1906. 
Section  13  of  chapter  291  of  1906  was  not  repealed, 
however,  unless  it  was  repealed  by  implication  by 
section  4  of  chapter  513  of  the  Acts  of  1907,  which 
provided  that,  "All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  incon- 
sistent herewith  are  hereby  repealed."  In  my 
opinion  section  13  was  not  repealed  by  implica- 
tion. 

If  additional  members  are  now  desired  by  the 
Police  Commissioner  in  order  to  give  the  force 
one  day  off  in  eight,  he  may  request  the  authority 
of  the  Mayor  for  the  appointment  of  the  additional 
number,  and  if  the  Mayor  consents  to  such  addi- 
tion, then  under  section  8  of  chapter  291  of  the 
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Acts   of   1906,   the  Police   Commissioner  may  re- 
quire the  payment  of  the  additional  number  by 
requisition   upon*  the   city,   and   the   city   will  be 
obliged  to  honor  the  requisition. 
Yours  truly, 

John  A.  Sullivan, 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue  the 
use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable  fluids, 
viz.: 

Daniel  B.  Murphy,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
791  Adams  street,  Dorchester. 

Elizabeth  Rothfuss,  keeping  of  gasolene,  4  Arbor- 
way  and  96  Prince  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Chalmers  Motor  Company  of  New  England, 
keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  Cummington  street. 

Walworth  Manufacturing  Company,  keeping  of 
fuel  oil,  First  and  O  streets,  South  Boston, 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
Lincoln  street,   Brighton. 

Frederick  A.  Russell,  keeping  of  gasolene,  31 
Lindsey  street,  Dorchester. 

Mrs.  E.  N.  Whitcomb,  keeping  of  gasolene,  34 
Maple  street,  Roxbury. 

Cecelia  M.  Murrin,  keeping  of  gasolene,  120 
Milton  street. 

William  H.  Taft,  keeping"  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
58  Murdock  street,  Brighton. 

H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons,  keeping  of  gasolene,  527 
Rutherford  avenue. 

Sarah  A.  Hersey,  keeping  of  gasolene,  315  Walnut 
avenue,  Roxbury. 

Kinney  Manufacturing  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  3541  Washington  street  (rear). 

Frederick  G.  Huss,  keeping  of  gasolene,  62 
Waverly  street,  Roxbury. 

George  Grow  Auto  Company,  keeping  and  sale 
of  gasolene,  276  West  Newton  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK .  SCHEDULES. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  sent  to  the 
City  Council  a  communication  reporting  on  cost 
of  constructing  artificial  stone  sidewalks  along  es- 
tates bordering  on  Park  street,  Bayswater  street, 
Austin  avenue,  Bourne  street,  East  Fourth  street 
and  Stoughton  street — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  fore- 
going schedules  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
assessed  the  sums  set  against  their  respective 
names  as  their  proportional  parts  of  cost  of  con- 
structing sidewalks  along  estates  mentioned,  and 
that  the  same  be  ordered  to  be  certified  and  notice 
given  to  the  parties  as  aforesaid,  the  cost  being 
$3,124.19. 

The  order  was  passed. 


PAYMENT    OF   CLERK    HIRE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  W.  T.  A. 
Fitzgerald,  Registrar  of  Deeds,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Re- 
vised Laws,  certifying  that  persons  have  been 
employed  in  his  office  from  November  27  to  De- 
cember 18,  inclusive,  and  that  work  had  been 
performed  to  the  amount  of  $4,119.20. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  HAG  AX  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  six  newsboys — recom- 
mending that  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


MONEY   FOR    SOLDIERS'    BELIEF . 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  Soldiers'  Relief 
<  lommissioner,  and  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  dollars  ($300),  said  sum  to  be  expended, 
subject    to   the    approval    of    the    Committee    on 


Soldiers'  Relief,  by  said  commissioner  in  affording 
immediate  relief  to  persons  entitled  to  aid  under 
chapter  79  of  the  Revised  Laws  and  Acts  in  amend- 
ment thereof  and  addition  thereto. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
that  this  order  be  placed  on  its  passage.  It  is  an 
order  such  as  is  passed  once  or  twice  every  year. 
It  simply  gives  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner 
power  to  attend  to  relief  cases  without  waiting  for 
committee  action.  There  is  no  addition  to  or 
reduction  of  his  appropriation. 

The  order  was  passed. 


PARKMAN    FUND. 

Coun.  STORROW,  for  the  Committee  on  Park- 
man  Fund,  submitted  a  report  on  message  of  Mayor, 
communication  and  order  (referred  December  15) 
appropriating  the  sum  of  $34,822.38  for  maintenance 
anil  improvement  of  Common  and  parks  in  existence 
on  January  12,  1887 — recommending  the  passage 
of  order  in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $34,822.38  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  Park- 
man  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Park  and  Recreation  Department  for  the  main- 
tenance and  improvement  of  the  Common  and 
parks  in  existence  on  January  12,  1887,  to  be 
expended  as  follows,  viz.: 

For  payment  of  execution  of  court  for 
balance  due  for  construction  of  the 
Bird  House  at  Franklin  Park $21,050  90 

For  construction  work  on  marble  col- 
umns and  Greeting  at  Franklin 
Park 13,771  48 


$34,822  38 


In  connection  with  the  report  the  following  letter 
was  submitted: 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  and  Recreation  Department, 

December  26,  1916. 
To  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund  Income: 

Dear  Sirs, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  December 
23,  1916,  asking  for  a  statement  of  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  proposed  to  use  $34,822.38  as  asked  for 
by  vote  of  the  Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners, 
and  also  stating  that  your  committee  is  not  dis- 
posed to  recommend  the  expenditures  of  the  money 
for  maintenance,  but  only  for  additions  to  the  parks, 
as  the  latter  seems  to  be  a  more  faithful  observance 
of  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  I  would  respect- 
fully state  that  the  money  asked  for  is  not  to  be 
used  for  maintenance  but  for  the  improvements  of 
the  park  as  follows:, 

For  payment  of  execution  of  court  for 
balance  clue  for  construction  of  the 
Bird  House  at  Franklin  Park,  same 
being  in  litigation  for  about  four 
years $21,050  90 

For  construction  work  on  marble  col- 
umns and  Greeting  at  Franklin  Park,    13,771  48 


$34,822  38 


Respectfully  yours, 
John  H.  Dillon,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  new  draft. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  think  it 
was  at  our  last  meeting  that  Mayor  Curley  sub- 
mitted to  us  an  order  asking  the  appropriation  of 
that  amount  of  money,  $34,000,  being  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  Parkman  fund.  We  have 
amended  the  order  so  that  it  provides  specifically 
for  the  expenditure.  The  first  item  is  $21,000  for 
payment  of  an  execution  taken  after  judgment  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of  the  Bird  House. 
That  seems  a  proper  use  for  the  Parkman  Fund. 
The  second  item  is  for  the  completion  of  the  marble 
columns  set  up  at  the  Greeting,  and  possibly  some 
expense  in  connection  with  the  Greeting.  1  think 
the  chairman  of  the  Park  Commission  made  i!  plain 
that  in  the  future  his  department  would  probably 
ask  for  further  expenditures  in  connection  with  the 
Greeting.  Hut  this  sum  will  definitely,  we  were 
informed,  complete  those  marble  columns.  'We 
understand  that  thai  is  not  onh  warmly  recom- 
mended by  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Commission, 
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but  that  the  former  chairman,  Mr.  Robert  Peabody, 
who  is  now  also  a  member  of  the  Board,  believes 
strongly  that  it  should  be  done.     Therefore,  I  ask 
that  the  order  be  put  upon  its  passage. 
The  order  was  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


COST    OF    RESERVOIR    PLAYGROUND, 
EAST   BOSTON. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform  the 
City  Council  what  work  would  be  necessary,  and 
the  cost  thereof,  to  convert  the  Eagle  Hill  reser- 
voir property  into  a  playground,  provided  the  said 
property  is  placed  in  their  custody. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PAYMENT   OF   MONEY   TO   GATELYS. 

Coun.  STORROW  offered  an  order— That  chap- 
ter 235  of  Special  Acts  of  1916,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  pay  a  sum  of 
money  to  Grant  Gately  and  Olive  P.  Gately  or 
their  legal  guardian,  "be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
accepted. 

(Annexed  was  act  referred  to.) 
An  Act  to  Authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  Pay  a 

Sum  of  Money  to  Grant  Gitely  and  Olive  P. 
Gately  or  Their  Legal  Guardian. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  pay  to  Grant  Gately  and  Olive  P.  Gately, 
or  their  legal  guardian,  at  any  time  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  January  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  the 
difference  between  the  amount  found  due  from  the 
city  of  Boston  to  Mary  M.  Gately,  as  guardian 
of  the  said  Grant  Gately  and  Olive  P.  Gately,  by 
an  auditor,  whose  report  was  filed  in  the  Superior 
Court  for  the  county  of  Suffolk  in  the  month  of 
March,  nineteen  hundred  and  eleven,  and  the 
amount  actually  paid  by  the  city  to  said  guardian, 
together  with  interest  on  said  sum  from  the  date 
of  said  payment. 

Section  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its 
passage. 

(The  foregoing  was  laid  before  the  Governor  on 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  1916,  and  after 
five  days  it  had  "the  force  of  a  law,"  as  prescribed 
by  the  constitution,  as  it  was  not  returned  by  him 
with  his  objections  thereto  within  that  time.) 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
that  that  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
Mrs.  Gately  called  upon  me  this  week,  and  she 
claims  that  she  has  been  wronged  by  the  City  of 
Boston.  She  evidently  has  persuaded  the  Legis- 
lature to  that  effect,  because  there  is  this  special 
act  referred  to  in  the  order  permitting  the  City  of 
Boston  to  pay  her  a  sum  of  money.  Personally  I 
have  no  information  whatever  as  to  the  merits  of 
the  case,  but  she  is  asking  for  a  hearing.  I  con- 
sulted with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  and  he  agrees  that  the  matter  is  of  such 
general  importance  that  probably  all  the  members 
would  like  to  be  present  at  the  hearing  which  we 
would  have  to  hold.  Therefore,  I  ask  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  would 
suggest  that  the  legislative  act  be  printed  in  the 
record  in  connection  with  that  order. 

Coun.  STORROW— Mr.  President,  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  have  that  done. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


UNCLAIMED    BAGGAGE. 

Coun.  McDONALD,  for  the  Committee  on 
Unclaimed  Baggage,  submitted  a  report  on  peti- 
tion of  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  (referred  Novem- 
ber 27)  for  sale  of  unclaimed  baggage — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  be 
authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  on  or  before 
.January  17,  1917,  and  after  publication  of  the 
time  and  place  of  sale  according  to  law,  the  articles 
remaining  unclaimed  in  the  possession  of  said 
company  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed. 


PAYMENT  FOR  WELCOMING    SECOND 
BRIGADE. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order — That  the 
expense  attending  the  home  coming  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  M.  N.  G.,  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Mayor,  Public  Celebrations. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  December  11,  1916,  of  Edward  J.  Bacon, 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee— Coun.  Attridge  and  McDonald.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  8,  yeas  8,  and  the  appoint- 
ment was  confirmed. 


VARIOUS   LOAN   ORDERS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business 
Nos.  2,  3,  4  and  5,  viz.: 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $10,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  for  purchase 
of  site  and  for  plans  for  a  courthouse  to  be  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  Forest  Hills  Station,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  December  4,  1916,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Boston  Consumptives'  Hospital 
for  the  erection  of  a  cottage  building  at  Mattapan, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  December  4,  1916,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

4.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  ($20,000)  be  appropriated  to  be  expended 
by  the  Park  Commission  for  the  purchase  of  land 
for  park  purposes  in  Dorchester  Center,  and  that 
to  meet  said  expenditure  the  City  Tresaurer  be 
authorized,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  to  issue  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount  and  for  said  purpose. 

On  December  11,  1916,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $200,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Park 
and  Recreation  Commission  for  the  establishment 
of  a  public  park  within  the  area  bounded  by  Salem, 
Stillman,  Cross  and  Endicott  streets,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  December  11,  1916,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

Nos.  2,  3,  4  and  5  were  given  their  final  readings 
separately  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 


RECESS    TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.42  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  LEHY,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  5.24  p.  m. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on.  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  November  8)  for  loan  of 
$108,000  for  fire  protection  and  various  other 
improvements  at  Long  Island — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 
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The  report  was  accepted,  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0, 
Coun.  Ballantyne,  Kenny  and  Storrow  not  present. 

The  order  will  be  given  its  final  reading  not 
less  than  fourteen  days  from  date. 

2.  Report  on  communication  from  Finance 
Commission  (referred  December  11)  regarding 
improvements  at  Long  Island — that  the  same  be 
placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  communication  placed  on 
file. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
permits  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  various  places  of  amusement — that  per- 
mits be  granted,  viz.: 

William  C.  Stewart,  Odd  Fellows  Hall,  evening  of 
January  1. 

Annette  Epstein,  Fauntleroy  Hall,  evening  of 
December  28. 

Samuel  Barshak,  Apollo  Hall,  December  24, 
1916. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  permits  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Max  Kaufman  (re- 
ferred today)  for  permit  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  4  Green  street,  Ward  5 — that  permit  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  petition  of  Emma  R.  Gragg  (re- 
ferred today)  to  be  heard  before  City  Council 
regarding  improving  conditions  in  certain  depart- 
ments of  the  city — that  the  same  be  placed  on 
file. 

Report  accepted;   petition  placed  on  file. 

(4)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  ex- 
pense attending  the  home-coming  of  Second 
Brigade,  M.  N.  G.,  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion ,  for  Mayor,  Public  .  Celebrations — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

(5)  Report  on  order  (referred  October  31)  for 
sidewalks  on  Rockwell  street,  Ward  21 — that,  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed. 

(6)  Report  on  order  (referred  November  20)  for 
sidewalk  on  Monadnock  street  side  of  estate  735 
Dudley  street — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

(7)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  today)  for  transfer  of  $100 
in  appropriation  for  Cemetery  Department  to 
acquire  right  of  way  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  read  once  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0,  Coun.  Ballantyne,  Kenny  and 
Storrow  not  present. 

Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for  final  action. 

(8)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communication, 
preambles  and  order  (referred  today)  for  alteration 
in  Broadway  Bridge — that  the  preambles  and 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  preambles  and  order  passed. 

(9)  Report  on  communication  from  Justices  of 
Municipal  Court  (referred  today)  requesting 
additional  allowance  for  clerical  assistance  in 
Criminal  Court — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Whereas,  It  has  been  determined  by  the  Justices 
of  the  Municipal  Court,  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  71  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  that  it  is 
necessary  for  the  Clerk  of  said  Court  for  Criminal' 
Business,  to  expend  yearly  for  extra  clerical  assist- 
ance in  his  office,  as  such  clerk,  the  sum  of  $3,600  in 
addition  to  the  amount  now  allowed  by  law. 

Ordered,  That  the  expenditure  of  $3,600  annu- 
ally, as  aforesaid,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  ap- 
proved. 

Report,  accepted;  preamble  and  order  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0,  Coun.  Ballantyne,  Kenny  and 
Storrow  not  present. 


REPORT  ON  WASHINGTON  STREET 
CLOSING. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— Thai  I  lie 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
submit  to  the  City  Council,  :is  soon  as  possible,  ils 
findings    as    to    the    benefit    or   otherwise  of    the 


temporary  closing  of  Washington  street,  between 
Milk  and  Essex  streets,  to  car  traffic,  and  also  to 
submit  whatever  recommendations  and  suggestions 
may  seem  to  them  to  bear  upon  the  street  car 
traffic  between  the  above-named  points  in  the 
future. 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  my  object  in 
offering  that  order  is  to  obtain  from  the  Street  Com- 
missioners the  result  of  the  study  of  the  commis- 
sioners on  this  subject.  Sometime  ago  we  passed 
an  order  closing  Washington  street  to  street  car 
traffic  between  Franklin  and  Essex  streets  until 
about  the  middle  of  January.  My  object  in  offer- 
ing this  order  is  simply  to  get  additional  light  and 
information  which  the  Street  Commissioners  may 
have  to  give  us,  since  we  have  some  jurisdiction 
in  the  matter  of  regulating  street  car  traffic.  In 
other  words,  the  order  is  simply  offered  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  necessary  information, 
because  we  may  have  to  pass  upon  this  question  in 
the  future. 

The  order  was  passed. 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on  Public- 
Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Reports  on  petition  of  William  H.  M. 
Healey  el  al.  (referred  November  27)  for  modifica- 
tion of  restrictions  of  land  on  Riverway — recom- 
mending passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  and  Recreation 
Commissioners,  with  the  approval  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  and  by  an  instrument  or  instruments 
satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department,  may  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  city  and  for  a  nominal 
consideration  modify  and  amend  the  restrictions 
contained  in  a  deed  for  agreement  given  by  Francis 
V.  Balch,  trustee  under  the  will  of  Catherine  D. 
Hancock,  and  by  Anna  Catherine  Page  to  the  City 
of  Boston,  dated  March  30,  1889,  and  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  1871,  page  337,  conveying 
land,  now  a  part  of  the  Riverway,  so  called,  at  and 
near  Tremont  street,  now  Huntington  avenue,  so 
far  as  the  land  restricted  by  said  deed  or  agreement 
is  now  owned  by  William  H.  M.  Healey  or  by 
Abraham  Caplan,  by  altering  or  amending  para- 
graph 2  of  said  restrictions  so  as  to  permit  of 
building  an  apartment  house  within  100  feet 
measuring  southwesterly  on  the  Riverway  from 
land  supposed  to  belong  to  the  House  of  the  Good 
Shepherd  that  will  cost  not  less  than  two  and  fifty 
one-hundredths  dollars  per  square  foot  per  floor  or 
story,  and  so  as  to  permit  of  building  on  their 
remaining  land  fronting  on  said  Riverway  an  apart- 
ment house  that  will  cost  not  less  than  eight 
thousand  dollars  per  floor  or  story,  covering  an 
area  not  exceeding  thirty-five  hundred  square  feet, 
and  the  cellar  of  basement  in  either  case  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  a  floor  or  story. 

The  above  modifications  are  to  be  made  on  the 
condition  that  the  front  walls  and  other  appur- 
tenances with  the  buildings  erected  on  said  lands, 
shall  be  satisfactory  to  said  Board  of  Park  and 
Recreation  Commissioners,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  plans  and  specifications  approved  by  said 
Board. 

The  following  letter  was  also  submitted  with  the 
report. 

City  of  Boston, 

Law  Department, 
December  27,  1916. 
J.  J.  Attridge,  Esq., 

Chairman  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Dear  Sir, — Ln  compliance  with'  your  request  I 
hand  you  this  statement  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed' modification  of  the  restrictions  on  land  on 
the  Riverway  near  Huntington  avenue,  formerly 
Tremont  street. 

These  restrictions  were  imposed  by  ilecd  in  1SS9 
and  were  appropriate  to  the  method  of  construc- 
tion at  that  date.  Modern  requirements  for  small 
apartments  preclude  the  building  as  provided 
in  said  restrictions  and  call  for  a  modification  of 
the  same  to  meet  such  requirements.  In  view  of 
this,  it  seems  that  the  request  of  Mr.  Healey  should 
be  favorably  considered,  modifying  the  restrictions 
upon  such  terms  as  seem  to  your   honorable   l>od\ 

and  to  the  Park  and  Recreation  Commissioners 
satisfactory,  always  retaining  the  right  of  said 
commissioners  to  control  the  character  of  Up- 
front   walls,    etc.,    of    the    buildings    that    m;>\     be 

erected. 

The  Park  Commissioners  have  already  passed 
favorably    upon    this    proposition    as    originally 
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presented  and  will  probably  act  favorably  upon 
your  order  as  redrafted  to  meet  the  peculiar  shape 
of  the  Healey  land. 

I  have  handed  to  Mr.  Dever  an  order  covering 
this  matter  as  finally  settled  by  your  committee. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Charles  Frank  Day, 

City  Conveyancer. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE — Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
have  the  letter  from  Mr.  Day  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment printed  in  the  record.  I  might  say  that  the 
committee  has  given  a  great  deal  of  thought  and 
attention  to  this  particular  matter,  and  has  pro- 
tected the  city  in  every  way  possible.  The  owners 
could  build  now  suites  to  cost  $4,000  per  suite,  or 
$8,000  per  floor,  but  because  of  the  changes  from 
suites  to  kitchenettes  in  these  days  the  owners 
desire  to  put  in  kitchenettes.  The  restrictions 
have  been  changed  to  meet  the  new  conditions. 
The  cost  is  to  be  $8,000  per  floor  of  3,500  square 
feet  area,  and  there  is  one  place  near  the  House  of 
Good  Shepherd  land  where  the  counsel  have  put 
down  the  price  to  cost  not  less  that  $2.50  per 
square  foot,  which  would  bring  the  cost  per  floor 
on  that  triangular  lot  to  $8,750.  That  is  accept- 
able to  the  owners  of  the  property  and  to  the 
committee.  The  committee,  as  I  say,  has  given 
a  great  deal  of  thought  and  attention  to  this 
matter  and  has  had  three  meetings  in  reference 
to  it. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 
It  will  come  up  for  final  reading  and  passage  in 
not  less  than  two  weeks. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Emery-Wilkin  Com- 
pany (referred  December  11)  for  permission  to 
erect  a  building  on  land  on  Norwell  street  in  which 
the  city  has  taken  a  sewer  easement — recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby"  is  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city  and  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Law 
Department  and  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  to  execute  and  deliver  to  the  Emery-Wilkin 
Company,  the  owner  of  land. on  the  easterly  side 
of  Norwell  street,  near  Harvard  street,  in  the  Dor- 
chester district,  a  license  to  construct  a  building 
over  a  strip  of  said  land  8  feet  wide,  in  which  the 
city  has  an  easement  under  the  taking  made  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  approved  June  8,  1891, 
as  shown  on  a  plan  of  land  of  the  Emery-Wilkin 
Company,  dated  December  23,  1916,  filed  in  the 
Department  of  Public  Works,  reserving  to  the 
city  without  liability  for  damages  therefor  the 
right  by  its  officers,  agents  and  contractors  at  any 
and  all  times  to  enter  upon  said  strip  of  land  and 
to  repair  and  maintain  the  sewerage  works  now 
therein  and  to  construct  such  new  works  as  said 
commissioner  may  from  time  to  time  deem  de- 
sirable. 

This  license  is  to  be  issued  upon  the  condition 
that  the  city,  its  officers,  agents  or  contractors 
shall  in  no  event  be  liable  in  damages  for  any 
injury  done  to  the  property  or  building  that  may 
be  erected  over  said  strip  of  land. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE — Mr.  President,  in  reference 
to    this    particular    order    I    would    like    to    have 


incorporated  in  the  record  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Day,  the  city  conveyancer  in  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, and  also  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works,  Mr.  Murphy.  The  order  has  been 
drawn  by  Mr.  Day,  so  in  case  the  city  ever  enters 
upon  the  land  it  will  be  protected  from  any 
damage  that  might  result  from  the  opening  of  the 
sewer.  The  committee  has  reported  back,  "Ought 
to  pass." 

City  of  Boston, 

Public  Works  Department,  December  26, 1916. 
To  the  City  Council: 

With  reference  to  plan  dated  December  23,  1916, 
submitted  by  the  Emery-Wilkin  Company,  show- 
ing proposed  garage  to  be  erected  over  sewer  taking 
on  Norwell  street,  near  Harvard  street,  Dorchester, 
said  plan  being  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  and  approved  by  me,  I 
beg  to  report  that  there  is  an  18-inch  pipe  sanitary 
sewer  located  in  this  easement,  which  is  the  outlet 
for  the  Harvard  street  sewer. 

As  far  as  this  department  is  concerned  there 
are  no  objections  to  the  granting  of  the  permission 
to  erect  this  building  over  said  taking,  provided 
the  usual  reservations  are  made  giving  the  city  the 
right  to  enter  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  and  mak- 
ing repairs,  etc.,  when  necessary. 
Yours  respectfully, 

E.  F.  Murphy, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


1916. 


City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  December  27 , 
John  J.  Attridge,  Esq.: 

My  dear  Sir, — Upon  the  application  of  the 
Emery-Wilkin  Company  for  leave  to  construct  a 
building  for  a  garage  on  their  land  on  Norwell 
street,  near  Harvard  street,  in  the  Dorchester  dis- 
trict, I  would  say  that  in  1891  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men took  an  easement  for  sewerage  purposes  in  an 
eight-foot  strip  of  land  running  diagonally  across 
the  lot  as  now  owned  by  said  company .  They 
now  desire  to  erect  a  building  and  to  facilitate  the 
matter  they  need  a  special  license  to  build  over 
the  eight-foot  strip.  It  seems  reasonable'  for  the 
city  to  authorize  such  building  and  to  help  develop 
the  vacant  land  and  the  accompanying  order  so 
provides,  with  a  reservation  to  the  city  of  the  right 
to  maintain  and  renew  the  sewerage  works  as 
required  from  time  to  time. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Charles  Frank  Day, 
City  Conveyancer. 
The  order  was  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 


GENERAL    RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  LEHY  moved  a  general  reconsideration 
on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting,  hoping 
that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  5.37  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLEMAN,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  8, 
1917,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Monday,  January  8,  1917. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAG.AN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Storrow . 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present), 
viz.: 

Thirty-two  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  Second  Division,  to  appear  Janu- 
ary 22,  1917: 

Edmund  F.  Conway,  Ward  4;  Harry  Steinberg, 
Ward  13;  Henry  Kraiise,  Ward  22 ;  Charles  Schiel, 
Ward  19;  James  A.  Macdonald,  Ward  21;  Her- 
manBarth,  Ward  22 ;  Charles  H.  Kernan,  Ward  20; 
Michael  R.  Molineaux,  Ward  9;  Edward  Noonan, 
Ward  4;  Fred  J.  Harrington.Ward  20;  Aloysius  G. 
Holthaus,  Ward  16;  Ralph  Hodgkins,  Ward  3; 
George  W.  Sweeten,  Ward  18;  John  Waters, 
Ward  21;  Edward  J.  Dunn,  Ward  2;  James 
Brennan,  Ward  22;  Thomas  A.  Cassidy,  Ward  1; 
Thomas  J.  A.  Judge,  Ward  18;  John  J.  Needham, 
Ward  22;  James  Sullivan,  Ward  15;  George  W. 
Belyea,  Ward  1;  Richard  J.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  5; 
Edward  Foley,  Ward  9;  Edmund  J.  Barry,  Ward  1  ; 
Harry  S.  Watson,  Ward  23;  Daniel  F.  Cavanagh, 
Ward  14;  George  J.  Bass,  Ward  14;  Carl  B. 
Wenner,  Ward  10;  Jacob  M.  Cohen,  Ward  25; 
Edward  L.  Stevens,  Ward  14;  Watson  H.  Hardy, 
Ward  18;  Joseph  H.  Connell,  Ward  17. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
terms  ending  April  30,  1917: 

1.  Lloyd  N.  Young,  1890  Washington  street, 
Boston,  to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

2.  James  F.  Daily,  88  Coleman  street,  Dorches- 
ter, to  the  position  of  Constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

3.  Fred  B.  Walker,  26  Winchester  street, 
Brookline,  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurer  of 
Wood  and  Bark. 

4.  Weighers  of  Goods  for  John  A.  Hull  & 
Co.:  Edward  J.  Bacon,  323  Lamartine  street, 
Jamaica  Plain;  Henry  H.  Tay,  86  Vinton  street, 
Melrose. 

Severally  laid  over  under  the  law. 


BRIDGE   OVER  BROOKLINE   AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  8,  1917. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  recommending  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
over  the  tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
on  Brookline  avenue,  and  in  view  of  the  building 
development  now  in  progress  in  this  section  of  the 
city  and  of  the  purpose  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  to  lay  tracks  on  Brookline 
avenue,  from  Brookline  Village,  to  con  in 'c I.  will i  I  lie 
.subway  at  Commonwealth  avenue,  as  well  as  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  baseball  parks  are  located" 
in  this  section,  it  is  desirable  that  the  work  be  com- 
pleted before  the  baseball  season  opens.     1  rec - 

mend  action  be  taken  at  once  upon  the  accompany 
ing  order. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Jambs  M.  Cuhley,   Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
December  28,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor: 

I  inclose  herewith  letter  from  Mr.  John  E.  Carty, 
Division  Engineer  of  the  Bridge  and  Ferry  Divi- 
sion, which  has  my  approval,  relative  to  alteration 
of  the  bridge  over  the  tracks  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  on  Brookline  avenue,  for  your 
consideration. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  F.  Murphy, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
Bridge  and  Ferry  Division, 

December  27,  1916. 
Mr.  Edward  F.  Murphy, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works: 
Dear  Sir, — I  received  a  letter  on  December  20, 
addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Lyons,  Assistant 
Corporation  Counsel,  stating  that  in  the  matter  of 
the  alteration  of  the  bridge  over  the  tracks  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  on  Brookline  avenue,  it 
has  been  agreed  by  all  parties  interested  that  the 
City  of  Boston  shall  make  the  alterations  without 
waiting  for  a  determination  of  the  commission 
appointed  by  the  Court. 

No  contracts,  of  course,  can  be  let  for  this  work 
until  the  money  is  available,  but  the  plans  have 
already  been  started  and  an  estimate  has  been  made 
of  the  cost,  which  amounts  to  $55,000.  This  money 
properly  should  be  obtained  by  loan  and  should  be 
rendered  available  as  soon  as  possible. 

This  provides  for  a  steel  bridge  with  the  steel 
work  encased  in  concrete,  which  type  is  necessitated 
by  the  fact  that  it  is  the  type  agreed  upon  by  all  the 
parties  and  set  forth  in  the  decree  of  the  Public 
Service  Commission. 

Respectfully  yours, 
John  E.  Cakty, 

Division  Engineer. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty-five  thousand 
dollars  be  appropriated  for  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  over  the  tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  at  Brookline  avenue,  and  that  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time, 
upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said 
amount  and  for  said  purpose. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


POLICE  STATION,  HYDE  PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  8,  1917. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  and  sketches  from  Maginnis  & 
Walsh,  the  architects  selected  to  design  the  oolice 
station  to  be  constructed  at  Hyde  Park,  and  I 
forward  the  same  for  your  consideration  in  connec- 
tion with  the  appropriation  order  now  pending. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cukley,  Mayor. 

Boston,  January  2,  1917. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — We  beg  to  hand  you  a 
sketch  plan  of  the  police  station  to  be  built  on  the 
Public  Works  grounds  on  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
near  River  street,  where  the  present  Hyde  Park 
police  station  is  located. 

As  we  wrote  you  on  December  21,  the  limits  of 
the  lot  were  such  that  the  new  building  will 
displace  some  of  the  sheds  of  the  Street  Depart- 
ment. The  plans  which  we  have  made  have  been 
examined,  by  the  Police  Commissioner  and  also  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Police,  and  found  acceptable 
by  that  department,  as  set  forth  in  the  accompany- 
ing letter  of  December  29.  As  you  are  aware, 
.Hyde  Park  avenue  is  to  be  widened  so  that  the 
proposed  building  will  have  a  very  prominent  site. 
The    building   as   drawn    is   6,510   square    feel    and 

c  mtains  approximately  260,  mo  cubic  feet.  Allow- 
ing twenty-five  cents  a.  cubic  foot  I'm-  seoond  class 
construction,    this    building    would   'cost    approxj- 

ilj  $65,000.     It  is  our  opinion,  however,  thai 

this  building  should  be  of  fireproof  construction, 
-ml  our  apprcxKi.at:.  estimate  :.n  ll.:s  basis  would 
be  880,000. 
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The  plans  submitted  consist  of  basement,  first 
and  second  floor  and  the  Hyde  Park  avenue 
elevation,  all  drawn  to  a  scale  of  jj,  inch  to  a  foot; 
also  a  plot  plan  showing  the  location  of  the  build- 
ing and  that  portion  of  the  Public  Works  buildings 
which  would  be  displaced. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Maginnis  &  Walsh. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department, 
Office  of  the  Commissioner,  December  29,  1916. 
Messrs.  Maginnis  &  Walsh, 

100  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  Mass.: 
Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  December  28  and  to  return  herewith 
the  proposed  plans  for  a  station  house  in  Hyde 
Park.  They  have  been  examined  by  me  and 
especially  by  the  Superintendent  of  Police,  whose 
knowledge  of  technical  police  matters  is  superior 
to  my  own,  and  we  find  them  acceptable  to  this 
department. 

Respectfully, 

Stephen  O'Meara, 
Police  Commissioner  for  the  City  of  Boston. 
(Annexed  were  sketches  referred  to.) 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


REBUILDING  OF  BEECH  STREET  BRIDGE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  8,  1917. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers on  November  3,  1916,  passed  an  order  extending 
Belgrade  avenue  and  widening  Beech  street,  West 
Roxbury. 

This  work  will  necessitate  the  rebuilding  of 
Beech  Street  Bridge  over  the  tracks  of  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad.  Under 
the  statutes  it  is  necessary  for  the  City  Council 
to  petition  the  Public  Service  Commission  for  its 
decision  upon  the  necessity  of  such  an  alteration. 
I  therefore  present  the  inclosed  order  for  your 
consideration. 

Yours  very  truly, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  Beech  street  in  the  West  Roxbury 
district,  a  public  way  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
crosses  the  tracks  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  by  an  overhead  bridge;  and 

Whereas,  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  security  and  convenience  of  the  public 
that  an  alteration  which  does  not  involve  the 
abolition  of  the  crossing  at  grade  should  be  made 
in  said  overhead  bridge  and  its  approaches; 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  in  the 
name  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  apply  to  the 
Public  Service  Commission  for  its  decision  upon 
the  necessity  of  such  alteration,  and  for  pre- 
scribing the  manner  and  limits  within  which  it 
shall  be  made;  and  if  the  decision  of  the  Public 
Service  Commission  is  that  an  alteration  is  neces- 
sary, that  the  Corporation  Counsel  take  such  legal 
proceedings  as  are  necessary  to  have  such  decision 
carried  into  effect  in  compliance  with  sections 
23  to  28,  both  inclusive,  of  chapter  463  of  the  Acts 
of  the  year  1906  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof 
and  in  addition  thereto. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


BUILDING  FOR  SPANISH  WAR  VETERANS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  8,  1917. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  response  to  a  communication 
from  the  United  Spanish  War  Veterans  I  have 
received  the  appended  decision  and  report  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel  relative  to  the  building  on 
Eustis  street,  Roxbury,  formerly  occupied  as  a 
chemical  fire  station  by  the  Fire  Department.  The 
Fire  Department  having  recently  reconstructed 
Ladder  House  4,  on  Dudley  street,  and  installed 
there  the  apparatus  formerly  located  at  Eustis 
street,  the  building  is  no  longer  of  service  to  the 
Fire  Department.  I  accordingly  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  December  29,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — Upon  examination  of  the  title  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  the  property  on  Eustis  street, 
formerly  used  by  the  Fire  Department  for  an 
engine  house,  and  now  vacant,  I  find  no  restric- 
tions which  would  prohibit  the  city  from  leasing 
it  to  a  camp  of  the  Legion  of  Spanish  War  Veterans. 
The  statute,  Revised  Laws,  chapter  25,  section 
13,  authorizes  cities  and  towns  to  lease  public 
buildings  or  parts  thereof  to  a  post  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  or  a  camp  of  the  Legion  of 
Spanish  War  Veterans,  for  a  period  of  not  more 
than  five  years,  upon  such  terms  as  the  city  or 
town  may  think  fit  and  proper.  The  city  has 
authority  under  this  statute  to  lease  the  Eustis 
Street  Engine  House  property  to  a  camp  of  the 
Legion  of  Spanish  War  Veterans  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  five  years. 

It  is_  customary  in  leases  of  this  sort  to  insert 
a  provision  that  the  city  may  terminate  the  lease 
upon  ninety  days'  notice  in  writing. 

Yours  respectfully, 
George  A.  Flynn, 
Assistant  Corporation  Counsel. 


Ordered,  That  the  custody  of  the  building  for- 
merly occupied  as  a  chemical  fire  station  at  Eustis 
street,  Roxbury,  be  transferred  from  the  Fire 
Department  to  the  Public  Buildings  Department; 
and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  authorized  to  lease  to  the  United 
Spanish  War  Veterans  the  said  premises  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  five  years,  the  lease  to  be 
subject  to  termination  on  ninety  days'  notice,  at  a 
nominal  rental  and  subject  to  such  conditions  as 
may  be  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

James  W.  Hunter,  for  compensation  for  injury 
to  his  son  by  a  defect  in  street  near  12  Renfrew 
street. 

John  Maher,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  being  knocked  down  by  a  city  team._ 

James  R.  McDermott,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim 
on  account  of  the  flooding  of  his  cellar  at  140  D 
street. 

Agostino  Pesaturo,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Webster  avenue. 

Joseph  Sosso,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
horse  by  a  defective  manhole  on  Atlantic  avenue. 

Mary  J.  Wilson,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  corner  of  West  Dedham  and  Washington 
streets. 

Sabbino  Fraccadio,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  223  Marion  street,  East  Boston,  by  sewage. 

John  Stanley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  by  being  run  into  by  Fire  Department 
apparatus. 

Ethel  Levyarta,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Salem  street. 

Carmela  Grasso,   for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Prince  street. 
,     Andrew  Egan,  for  compensation  for  injury  to 
horse  and  sleigh  by  a  defect  in  Washington  street, 
at  Turner  street,  Brighton. 

George  P.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  automobile  on  the  East  Boston  Ferry. 

Harriet  Richardson,  to  be  paid  for  clothing  torn 
by  sewer  pipe  on  Tremont  street,  near  West  street. 

Robert  A.  Strong,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  automobile  by  a  defect  in  Breck  avenue, 
Brighton. 

Jessie  A.  Moran,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  because  of  a  defect  in  Breck  avenue, 
Brighton. 

Hans  C.  Hanson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  automobile  by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Mrs.  T.  H.  Lyons,  for  compensation  for  loss  and 
inconvenience  occasioned  by  the  shutting  off  of 
water  at  28  Bowman  street. 

George  Cannata,  to  be  paid  for  overcoat,  etc., 
stolen  from  locker  in  Ward  4  Municipal  Building. 
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Dennis  C.  Mahoney,  to  be  paid  for  expense  in- 
curred on  account  of  stopping  up  of  drain  at  72 
Decatur  street,  Charlestown. 

Michael  Nicastra,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  5-7  Savin  Hill 
avenue. 

Parkman  Fund. 

Ames  Real  Estate  Trust  et  al.,  for  erection  of  a 
fence  on  the  original  boundary  line  of  the  Common, 
from  Charles  street  to  Park  street,  etc. 

County  Accounts. 

Catherine  Marshall,  for  return  of  .cash  advanced 
for  bail. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lease  fire- 
arms at  various  locations,  viz.: 

Sam  Solstein,  109  Staniford  street,  Ward  5. 

Samuel  Fredberg,  172  Merrimac  street,  Ward  5. 

Maurice  Pearlstein,  86  Merrimac  street,  Ward  5. 

Hyman  Sisonsky,  146  Northampton  street, 
Ward  6. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  LOAN  ORDER  IN 

EFFECT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  January  8,  1917. 
To  the  City  Council: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  order  for  a  loan 
of  $108,000  to  be  expended  by  the  Infirmary 
Trustees  for  fire  protection  and  other  improve- 
ments at  Long  Island,  filed  by  the  Mayor  with 
the  City  Clerk  November  8,  1916,  not  having  been 
rejected  or  withdrawn  within  sixty  days  after  the 
date  of  said  filing,  is  in  force  on  this  day,  as  if 
adopted  by  the  City  Council  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909. 

Respectfully, 
James  Donovan,  City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Simeon  J.  Chadwick,  keeping  and  sale  of  gaso- 
lene, 1175  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

James  A.  Sullivan,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
411  Bowdoin  street,  Dorchester. 

Ansco  Company,  keeping  and  sale  of  negative 
cotton,  46  Cornhill. 

Carton  Belting  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
52  Everett  street,  Brighton. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  keeping 
of  torpedoes  and  fuses,  75  Exeter  street. 

Charles  A.  Dailey,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
634-644  East  Fourth  street,  South  Boston. 

Catherine  A.  Smith,  keeping  of  gasolene,  46 
Greenwood  avenue,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Massachusetts  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Animals,  keeping  of  gasolene,  170-184  Long- 
wood  avenue. 

C.  A.  Woodsome,  keeping  of  gasolene,  21  Mel- 
ville avenue. 

Mary  Roughan,  keeping  of  gasolene,  60  Pond 
street,  Jamaica  Plain.  „ 

D.  Whiting  &  Sons,  keeping  of  gasolene,  570 
Rutherford  avenue. 

William  Smith,  Jr.,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
408  South  Huntington  avenue. 

G.  M.  Hyams,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  26 
Wales  street. 

S.  Otto  Svenson,  keeping  of  gasolene,  307  Wood 
avenue,  Hyde  Park. 

Charles  H.  B.  Breck,  keeping  of  gasolene,  28 
Tremout  street,  Brighton. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  City  Treasurer,  after  having  duly  approved 
of  the  same,  submitted  the  constable's  bond  of 
Joseph  J.  McWeeney. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


REMOVAL   OF   CARS,    WASHINGTON 
STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

January  6,  1917. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Your  order  of  December  27,  1916, 
in  which  you  ask  for  an  opinion  as  to  the  results  of 
the  removal  of  trolley  cars  from  Washington  street, 
between  Essex  and  Franklin  streets,  during  the 
holiday  shopping  season,  has  received  the  consider- 
ation of  this  Board.  The  Board  begs  to  say  that 
the  experiment  was  a  complete  success  as  far  as 
giving  relief  to  traffic  congestion  was  concerned. 

The  relief  afforded  was  not  wholly  due,  however, 
to  the  fact  that  trolley  cars  were  kept  off  the  street, 
but  the  conditions  were  helped  greatly  by  the  traffic 
regulations  made  by  this  Board  which  allowed 
vehicles  to  pass  in  but  one  direction  in  Washington 
street  during  the  busy  hours  of  the  day,  by  the 
intelligent  work  of  the  officers  assigned  to  traffic 
duty  in  this  territory  from  police  divisions  2  and  4, 
and  by  the  cooperation  of  the  officials  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company. 

Whether  or  not  the  conditions  brought  about  by 
this  experiment  ought  to  be  made  permanent  the 
Board  is  not  ready  at  this  time  to  advise.  At  a 
hearing  on  the  subject  given  a  few  days  ago,_  it 
developed  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  complaint 
from  residents  of  South  Boston  and  of  Dorchester 
of  poor  car  service  to  and  from  those  districts.  It 
was  attributed  to  the  removal  of  cars  from  Wash- 
ington street.  It  was  said  that  the  car  service  had 
been  reduced,  and  that  people  objected  to  being 
deposited  so  far  from  the  center  of  the  retail  shop- 
ping district  as  Essex  street. 

A  further  complaint  was  made  that  too  many 
people  were  required  to  take  cars  at  Essex  street 
in  leaving  the  city  proper  for  their  homes,  resulting 
in  overcrowding  and  in  delay.  Some  of  those  com- 
plaining suggested,  however,  that  if  the  traffic  was 
divided  between  Essex  street  and  Summer  street 
(some  of  the  cars  to  arrive  at  and  to  leave  at  Essex 
street,  others  to  arrive  at  and  to  leave  at 
Summer  street)  much  of  the  objection  to  removing 
the  cars  from  Washington  street  might  be  overcome. 

From  the  conversations  which  the  Board  has 
had  with  officials  of  the  Street 'Railway  Company, 
it  would  seem  that  the  principal  difficulties  com- 
plained of  might  be  relieved  by  a  rerouting_  of 
cars.  As  has  been  stated,  the  railroad  officials 
worked  earnestly  in-  cooperation  with  the  Board, 
yet  their  plans  were  hastily  made  and  under  the 
most  trying  conditions  of  the  busiest  retail  shop- 
ping season  that  the  city  ever  knew.  Undoubtedly 
they  are  ready  to  further  cooperate. 

This  Board  begs  to  suggest  that  the  cars  be 
kept  off  Washington  street  for  a  further  period 
of  six  weeks.  This  will  enable  the  railroad  to  try 
different  routings  of  cars  from  South  Boston  and 
Dorchester  under  normal  conditions.  At  the  end 
of  this  period  it  can  be  definitely  decided  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  plan  should  be  made  permanent. 

If  this  suggestion  is  agreeable  to  your  honor- 
able body  this  Board  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  immediate  action  be  taken,  as  the 
present  experimental  plan  expires  by  limitation 
on  Saturday  next,  January  13,  and  there  ought 
not  to  be  a  break  in  its  continuity.  It  is  also 
suggested  that  if  you  pass  the  order  requesting 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  to  con- 
tinue this  experiment  for  the  next  six  weeks,  the 
time  be  fixed  between  10  o'clock  a.  m.  and  6.30 
o'clock  p.  m.  This  would  make  the  order  agree 
with  the  traffic  regulations  of  this  Board,  thus 
avoiding  confusion. 

As  for  the  merchants  doing  business  on  Wash- 
ington street,  most  of  them  seem  to  think  the 
experiment  was  successful  and  would  like  to  see 
it  made  permanent. 

Respectfully  yours, 

J.  J.  O'Callaghan, 

Secretary. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


N(  ITIFICATION  OF  VOTE,  AGRICULTURAL 

MM.  Mil  S 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Election 
Commissioners  certifying  that  at  the  stato  elec- 
tion held  in  Boston,  November  7,  1916,  the  vote 
upon  the  question:  "Shall  an  aot,  passed  by  the 
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General  Court  in  the  year  1916,  to  authorize 
'  cities  to  maintain  schools  of  agriculture  and 
horticulture,  and  to  make  provision  in  certain 
instances  for  temporary  housing  of  persons  attend- 
ing the  school,  be  accepted?"  was  as  follows: 

Yes,  54,307;    No,  12,117. 

Placed  on  file. 


INFORMATION  REQUESTED  BY  CIVIL 
SERVICE   COMMISSION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  asking  for  information  in 
regard  to  Dr.  Henry  S.  Rowen,  appointed  as  City 
Hospital  Trustee. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BONDING. 

The  bonds  were  received  of  the  Register  of 
Deeds;  Assistant  Register  of  Deeds;  Treasurer, 
Social  I-aw  Library. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


MINORS'  LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions of  twenty-eight  newsboys  for  minors'  licenses 
— recommending  that  licenses  be  granted. 

Reports  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the 
usual  conditions. 


ACCOMMODATIONS,    EAST    BOSTON 
COURT. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
•justice  of  the  East'  Boston  Court  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform  the 
City  Council  what  additional  accommodations 
are  required  at  said  court,  and  to  report  as  to 
what  is  necessary  to  be  done,  in  his  opinion,  to 
obtain  such  accommodation. 

Passed. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  SOCIAL  LAW 
LIBRARY. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That 
.there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
Social  Law  Library  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
(1,000)  dollars  for  the  maintenance  and  enlarge- 
ment of  said  library  during  the  present  year,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  County 
of  Suffolk,  Social  Law  Library. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  busi- 
ness, No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments,  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  December  27,  1916,  of  William  Coakley 
and  Donald  J.  Ferguson,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Coleman  and  Ballantyne.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


SIDEWALK,   WASHINGTON   STREET, 
ROSLINDALE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Commissioner  of.  Public  Works  make  a  side- 
walk along  both  sides  of  Washington  street,  be- 
tween Walk  Hill  and  South  streets,  in  front  of  the 
estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from 
3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be 
from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  arti- 
ficial stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  437  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RESURFACING  OF  WASHINGTON  STREET, 
ROSLINDALE. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  resurface  and 
place  in  proper  condition  for  public  travel  Wash- 
ington street,  Roslindale,  between  Walk  Hill  and 
South  streets. 

Passed. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.31  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  4.20  p.  m. 


PROTEST  AGAINST  CITY  TAX    FOR    BOS- 
TON ELEVATED  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

Coun.  LEHY  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston  in 
order  to  protect  the  citizens  of  Boston  from  the 
impositon  of  an  added  tax  rate,  for  the  benefit  of  a 
private  corporation,  hereby  places  itself  on  record 
as  opposed  to  any  contribution  by  the  City  of 
Boston  to  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
or  to  any  increase  of  the  tax  limit  of  the  City  of 
Boston  for  such  a  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
presented  to  the  Special  Commission  now  con- 
sidering the  financial  condition  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution and  order. 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  explain  my  unwillingness  to  vote  on  this 
order,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  not  yet  had 
the  report  of  this  commission,  and  do  not  know 
what  its  recommendations  are  to  be  or  what  the 
facts  are  upon  which  its  recommendations  may  be 
based  For  that  reason  I  am  unprepared  to  act 
on  the  matter  at  this  time,  and  shall  not  vote 
either  one  way  or  the  other. 

The  resolution  and  order  were  passed. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Reports  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
permits  to  sell,  rent  or  lea?e  firearms  at  various 
locations — that  permits  be  granted,  viz.: 

Sam  Solstein,  109  Stamford  street,  Ward  5. 

Samuel  Fredberg,  172  Merrimac  street,  Ward  5. 

Maurice  Pearlstein,  86  Merrimac  street,  Ward  5. 

Hyman  Sisonsky,  146  Northampton  street, 
Ward  6.  ,'.'.."'.'", 

Reports  accepted;  permits  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions.  ■ 

(2)  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  the  sum  of  $1,000  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library  for  main- 
tenance and  enlargement  of  said  library — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

(3)  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  preambles  and 
order  (referred  today)  relative  to  rebuilding  of 
Beech  Street  Bridge  over  the  tracks  of  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad — that  the 
preambles  and  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  preambles  and  order  passed. 
"  (4)  Report  on  communication  from  Street 
Commissioners  (referred  today)  relative  to  street 
car  and  other  traffic  on  Washington  street — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  be  requested  to  discontinue  its  surface 
cars  on  Washington  street,  between  Franklin  and 
Boylston  streets,  on  week  days  between  the  hours 
of  10  a.  m.  and  6.30  p.  m.,  in  the  period  beginning 
January  13,  1917,  and  ending  February  24,  1917; 
and  that  the  company  be  further  requested  to 
make  such  other  incidental  changes  in  the  routing 
and  operation  of  its  cars  during  such  period  as 
may  be  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 
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SIDEWALK,   MORTON   STREET. 

Coun.  McDONALD  offered  an  order — That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  make  a  sidewalk 
along  the  northwesterly  side  of  Morton  street, 
between  Washington  and  Forest  Hills  streets, 
Ward  22,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon, 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  269  of 
the  Special  Acts  of  1916. 

Passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  McDONALD  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meet- 
ing, hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    _ 


Adjourned  at  4.25  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
BALLANTYNE,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  15, 
at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  Gi 


Monday,  January  15,  1917. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,   held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,   at  two   o'clock 
p.  m.,  President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — 
Coun.  Collins  and  Storrow. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY    THE    MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  15,  1917. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  appoint  the  following-named 
persons  Weighers  of  Coal  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1917: 

Ada  S.  Dicks,  45  Munroe  street,  Roxbury. 
Hazel  M.  Prosser,  45  Munroe  street,  Roxbury. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  under  the  law. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  a.nd  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Estate  of  J.  DeBock,  to  be  paid  for  expense 
incurred  on  account  of  stoppage  in  main  sewer 
at  217  and  219  West  Eighth  street. 

S.  S.  Pierce  Company,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
expense  incurred  on  account  of  damages  at  8  Hunt- 
ington avenue  caused  by  break  in  water  main  in 
Copley  square. 

Jacob  Rosenfield,  to  be  paid  rent  due  for  premises 
on  Columbia  road,  corner  H  street,  occupied  by 
the  Paving  Service. 

Ernesto  DeCamillio,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  at  the  North  Ferry,  East  Boston. 

Dora  Beck,  for  compensation  for  damage,  by 
water  in  cellar  at  2  Lexington  street,  East  Boston. 

Executive. 

Jennie  M.  Trainor,  for  permit  for  child  under 
fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Convention  Hall 
on  January  15. 

Petitions  for  retirement  under  provisions  of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 

Michael  Barrett,  Thomas  C.  Hughes. 

Ordinances. 
Chamber    of    Commerce,    for    extension    of    the 
building  limits. 


STORAGE   OF   EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Triangle  Distributing  Corporation,  keeping, 
storage  and  renting  of  reels  of  films  at  48  and  50 
Melrose  street. 

Rudolph  H.  Pacht,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
4185  Washington  street. 

Mary  A.  Duke,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
1S61  Dorchester  avenue. 

William  Mahoney,  keeping  of  gasolene,  Sheridan 
court,  Charlestown. 

D.  F.  Doyle,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
corner  Adams  and  Park  streets. 

C.  H.  Cross,  keeping  of  gasolene,  45  Selkirk  road. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONTINGENT    EXPENSES. 

The  City  Auditor  submitted  quarterly  state- 
ment of  money  expended  by  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  for  contingent  expenses. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILWAY    POLICE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  mayor's 
office,  Cambridge,  stating  that  upon  petition  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  William 
J.  Donelan  and  others  wrere  appointed  as  railway 
police. 

Placed  on  file. 


AWARDING    OF   NONADVERTISED 
CONTRACTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  January  10,  1917. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — In  the  matter  of  the  following 
order  of  the  City  Council: 

Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be 
requested  to  consider  a,nd  report  to  the  City  Council 
its  conclusions  as  to  the  award  of  contracts,  without 
advertising,  as  printed  in  the  City  Record  of 
November  4,  November  11  and  November  25,  this 
investigation  to  apply  to  contracts  so  awarded  by 
the  Public  Works  Department. 

The  Finance  Commission  respectfully  reports  as 
follows: 

The  contracts  awarded  without  advertising, 
regarding  which  the  City  Council  desires  informa- 
tion, are,  to  be  more  correct,  additions  on  account 
of  changes  or  extra  work  made  without  advertising, 
to  contracts  previously  awarded,  except  in  the  cases 
of  Wyvern  and  Florence  streets.  The  notice  in  the 
City  Record  relating  to  these  two  streets  is  in  the 
form  used  by  the  Public  Works  Department  in 
getting  the  Mayor's  permission  to  do  work  by  the 
department's  day  labor  force.  Information  regard- 
ing the  original  contracts  and  such  additions  are  for 
convenience  itemized  in  the  following  tables,  the 
material  for  which  has  been  taken  from  the  City 
Record : 


City  Record,   November  4,  1916. 


Work. 

Street. 

Estimated  Cost. 

Contractor. 

Original 
Contract. 

Previous 
Extras. 

This 

Extra. 

Total 

Estimate 

to  Date. 

Department     of     Public 

Sewer 

Asphalt  pave- 
ments. 

Artificial  stone 
sidewalks. 

Sewer 

Wyvern 

Florence 

Northern  Avenue 

Bridge. 
Herbert          and 

i>i  hers. 
Matchett 

Canal    and    Sud- 
bury. 

52,290  00 
2,930  on 
1,185  00 

69.2S6  53 
1,332  00 

ll,:)72  75 

§2,290  00 

Works. 

Department        of        Public 

2,930  on 

Works. 
R.  &T  S.  Machine  Company, 

Central  Construction  Com- 

('■in\ 

S10   00 

S75  00 

00   00 

15   00 
770   (III 

1.260  00 

69,356  53 

1,347  00 

12.1  12   7.". 
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City  Record,  November  11,   1916. 


Work. 

Street. 

Estimated  Cost. 

Contractor. 

Original 
Contract. 

Previous 
Extras. 

This 

Extra. 

Total 

Estimate 

to  Date. 

Warren  Brothers  Company, 

Central  Construction  Com- 
pany. 

Asphalt   pave- 
ments. 

Asphalt    pave- 
ments. 

Sewer 

West         Canton 
and      Warren 
avenue. 

Worthington. . .  . 
Groveland 

$75,731  10 

6,545  40 

507  50 

14,306  25 

2,311  00 

14,605  50 

2,094  10 

2,317  40 

$60  00 

465  24 
498  00 

95  41 

25  00 

$300  00 

125  00 

10  00 

189  00 

73   00 

100   00 

-.    200   00 

100  00 

$76,091  10 

6,670  40 
517  50 

14,960  49 

Water  pipes.. . 
Water  pipes. .  . 
Water  pipes. .  . 
Water  pipes. .  . 

Fulton       and 
others. 

Harrison   avenue 
and  others. 

Hyde   Park   ave- 
nue and  others. 

New   York,  New 
Haven      and 
Hartford  Rail- 
road yard. 

2,882  00 

John  T.  Shea,  Jr 

14,800  91 

2,319  10 

M.  DeSisto 

2,417  40 

City  Record,  November  25,  1916. 


Work. 

Street. 

Estimated  Cost. 

Contractor. 

Original 
Contract. 

Previous 
Extras. 

This 
Extra. 

Total 

Estimate 

to  Date. 

R.  &  S.  Machine  Company, 

Repairs 

Granite    block 
pavement. 

Sewer 

Sewer 

Northern       Ave- 
nue Bridge. 

Cana    and  others 
Clinton 

$1,185  00 

$75  00 

$175  00 
11,000  00 

600   00 

14  00 
150   00 

15  00 

$1,435  00 

Timothy   Coughlan 

Anthony   Baruffaldi 

James    J.     Coughlin   Com- 
pany. 

John  Guarino  Company.  .  . 

1,736   19 

1,372  54 
32,886  40 

634  00 

650  00 

2,986  19 
1,386  54 

Frankfort 

33,036  40 

Water  pipes..  . 

649  00 

All  of  the  original  contracts  listed  above  were 
awarded  after  publicly  advertised  competition, 
except  the  sewer  jobs  on  Wyvern  and  Florence 
streets,  which  were  to  be  done  directly  by  the 
day  labor  force  of  the  department.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  form  of  contract  under  which  the 
original  contracts  were  let  shows  that  the  extras 
have  been  properly  allowed,  either  according  to 
definite  provisions  of  the  contracts,  or  according 
to  the  general  provisions  for  "extra"  work.  As 
regards  the  amounts  of  the  "extras,"  the  con- 
sulting engineer  of  the  Finance  Commission  reports 
that  he  has  no  information  regarding  their  correct- 
ness, as  it  is  impossible  at  the  present  time  to 
verify  the  figures  by  examining  the  amount  of 
work  done. 

The  only  "extra"  that  seems  to  require  explana- 
tion, in  addition  to  the  statement  in  the  City 
Record,  is  the  one  contained  in  the  City  Record  of 
November  25,  1916,  ordering  a  change  in  the 
form  of  pavement  for  Canal  street,  whereby  new 
granite  block  pavement  is  substituted  for  the  relay- 
ing of  the'  old  granite  block  pavement  required  in 
the  contract,  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $11,000. 
This  change  has  already  been  referred  to  in  a 
former  report  of  the  Finance  Commission,  dated 
November  18,  1916. 

The  original  contract  calls  for  the  relaying  of 
the  old  granite  blocks.     The  substitution  of  new 


granite  blocks  with  grout  joints  increases  the 
cost  of  the  street  pavement  by  a  total  of  $11,000. 
The  price  per  square  yard,  $3.28,  is  the  same  as 
bid  by  the  contractor  for  other  streets  to  be  paved 
with  new  blocks.  There  will  also  be  an  increased 
cost  for  concrete  base  ($915),  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  blocks  which  it  is  proposed  to  use  are  of 
less  depth  than  the  old  blocks,  so  that  the  total 
increase  on  account  of  the  change  will  be  approxi- 
mately $11,915.  The  addition  due  to  the  addi- 
tional concrete  base  is  not  considered  as  being 
technically  "extra"  work,  as  the  concrete  base  is 
paid  for  at  a  contract  price  per  cubic  yard  without 
any  definite  amount  being  specified. 

As  the  work  under  this  "extra"  is  to  be  done  at 
prices  provided  in  the  contract  for  other  streets, 
it  will  not  entail  a  greater  cost  for  the  street  than 
if  the  work  had  been  included  in  the  original  bid. 
It  does,  however,  increase  the  total  of  the  con- 
tract by  the  figure  above  noted. 

Whether  this  change  is  desirable  or  not  is  en- 
tirely a  matter  of  opinion.  The  pavement  of 
Canal  street  was  probably  in  the  best  condition 
of  any  of  the  streets  included  under  the  Grant 
contract.  It  was  repaved  in  18,98  and  the  blocks 
are  in  excellent  condition.  If  the  old  blocks  had 
been  relaid  with  grout  joints,  the  blocks  being 
turned  over  so  as  to  present  an  unworn  surface 
to  the  street,  the  difference  in  the  smoothness  of 
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the  pavement  between  the  old  blocks  relaid  and 
the  blocks  as  proposed  would  probably  have  been 
unappreciable.  This  change  is  clearly  one  that 
might  have  been  anticipated  before  the  work  was 
let. 

The  commission  has  no  further  adverse  com- 
ment to  make  on  these  matters,  except  in  the  case 
of  Canal  street  where  the  difference  in  the  character 
of  the  pavement  was  not  commensurate  with  the 
expense. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.   Murphy, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SALARY   OF   PROBATION   OFFICER, 
BRIGHTON. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Justice 
of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  Brighton  District 
fixing  the  salary  of  Edward  J.  Drummond,  pro- 
bation officer  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  Brigh- 
ton District,  at  $1,500  per  annum  to  date  from 
February  1,  1917. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  ten  newsboys  and 
one  bootblack — recommending  that  the  same  be 
granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  Nos.  3  and  4,  un- 
finished business,  viz. : 

3.  Fred  B.  Walker,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and 
Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark. 

4.  Edward  J.  Bacon  and  Henry  H.  Tay,  to  be 
Weighers  of  Goods  for  John  A.  Hull  &  Co. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee— Coun.  Ballantyne  and  Attridge.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


MODIFICATION   OF   RESTRICTIONS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  5,  unfinished, 
business,  viz. : 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  and 
Recreation  Commissioners,  with  the  approval 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  by  an  instrument 
or  instruments  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, may  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city 
and  for  a  nominal  consideration  modify  and  amend 
the  restrictions  contained  in  a  deed  for  agreement 
given  by  Francis  V.  Balch,  trustee,  under  the 
will  of  Catherine  D.  Hancock,  and  by  Anna 
Catherine  Page  to  the  City  of  Boston,  dated  March 
30,  18S9,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book 
1871,  page  337,  conveying  land,  now  a  part  of 
the  Riverway,  so  called,  at  and  near  Tremont 
street,  now  Huntington  avenue,  so  far  as  the  land 
restricted  by  said  deed  or  agreement  is  now  owned 
by  William  H.  M.  Healey  or  by  Abraham  Caplan, 
by  altering  or  amending  paragraph  2  of  said  restric- 
tions so  as  to  permit  of  building  an  apartment 
house  within  100  feet  measuring  south  westerly 
on  the  Riverway  from  land  supposed  to  belong  to 
the  House  of  the  Good  Shepherd  that  will  cost 
not  less  than  two  and  fifty-one  hundredths  dollars 
per  square  foot  per  floor  or  story,  and  so  as  to 
permit  of  building  on  their  remaining  land  front- 
ing on  said  Riverway  an  apartment  house  that 
will  cost  not  less  than  eight  thousand  dollars  per 
floor  or  story,  covering  an  area  not  exceeding 
thirty-five  hundred  square  feet,  and  the  cellar  of 
basement  in  either  case  is  not  to  be  considered 
as  a  floor  or  story. 

The  above  modifications  are  to  be  made  on  the 
condition  that  the  front  walls  and  other  appur- 
tenances with  the  buildings  elected  on  said  lands 
shall  be  satisfactory  to  said  Board  of  Park  and 
Recreation  Commissioners,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  plans  and  specifications  approved  by 
said  Board. 


On  December  27,  1916,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 


TRANSFER,     CEMETERY     DEPARTMENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  No.  6,  unfinished 
business,  viz. : 

6.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  make  the  following  trans- 
fers in  the  appropriation  for  Cemetery  Depart- 
ment: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
Repairs,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-l,  Land,  866. 
From  the  appropriation  for  E-2,  Highway  Mate- 
rial, to  the  appropriation  for  F-l,  Land,  $34,  to 
acquire  a  right  of  way  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery . 

On  December  27,  1916,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  6,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  for  the  month  of 
January,  1917. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


RECESS    TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.21  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  5.17  p.  m. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  January  8)  for  loan  of 
$55,000  for  Brookline  Avenue  Bridge — that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  order  given  its 
first  reading  and  passed,  yeas  9. 

The  order  will  take  its  final  reading  not  less 
than  fourteen  days  from  date. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  com- 
munications (referred  January  8)  relative  to  police 
station,  Hvde  Park — that  the  same  be  placed  on 
file. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  in  reference 
to  this  communication  I  desire  to  say  for  the 
committee  that  the  committee  desires  plans, 
specifications  and  detailed  estimates  as  to  the 
cost  of  a  first-class  fireproof  building  for  this 
particular  police  station.  This  can  be  done, 
because  of  the  fact  that  on  April  17  of  last  year 
the  City  Council  appropriated  the  sum  of  $5,000 
for  plans  for  this  particular  station. 

The  report  was  accepted. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  Michael  Barrett 
(referred  today)  for  retirement  under  provisions 
of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914 — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of   1914,   as  amended  by   chapter  63   of   the 

Special     \cl .     ol     P.i  I ...    \]  ichael    I '• 'It.    cmploj  ed 

in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of.  Boston  in  the 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Jennie  M.  Trainor 
(referred  today)  for  permit  for  child  under  tilt  ecu 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  Convention  Hall  on 
January   15,    1917 — that  permit  be  granted. 

.  Report  accepted;  permit    granted   on   the  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  message  ol  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  onler  (referred  January  8)   for  lease  of 
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Eustis  street  fire  house  to   United  Spanish'  War 
Veterans — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 
Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


OPERATION    OF   CARS,   WASHINGTON 
STREET. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order— That  the 
order  passed  by  the  Gity  Council  January  8,  1917, 
requesting  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
to  suspend  the  operation  of  cars  on  Washington 
street  between  the  hours  of  10  a.  m.  and  6.30 
p.  m.,  during  a  period  of  six  weeks  from  Janu- 
ary 13,  1917,  be  revised  by  changing  the  hours 
to  10  a.  m.  and  5.30  p.  m. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
say  just  a  word  in  explanation  of  this  order  so  that 
it  may  appear  in  the  minutes  why  it  is  offered. 
I  had  occasion  during -the  early  part  of  last  week 
to  investigate  the  conditions  on  Washington  street 
between  Franklin  and  Essex  streets  at  about 
quarter  of  six.  p  found  that  at  that  time  there 
was  no  congestion  and  that  the  street  was  not 
being  subjected  to  any  degree  of  use  by  reason  of 
shopping,  that  the  shoppers  were  all  gone.  I 
consulted  with  the  President  of  this  Council  and 
he  agreed  with  me  that  the  restrictions,  so  far 
as  the  operation  of  the  cars  was  concerned,  might 
very  well  be  modified,  so  as  to  go  into  effect  at 
half  past  five  instead  of  half  past  six.  This  after- 
noon we  had  a  conference  in  our  executive  com- 
mittee with  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  and  an  official  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway,  and  as  a  result  of  that  conference 
this  order  was  agreed  upon. 


COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following  reports  on 
bonds  (referred  January  8)  of  Register  of  Deeds 
and  Assistant  Register  of  Deeds,  also  Treasurer 
of  Social  Law  Library — recommending  approval 
of  the  same,  viz.: 

Register  of  Deeds;  Assistant  Register  of  Deeds; 
Treasurer,  Social  Law  Library. 

In  connection  with  the  same  the  following 
letter  was  submitted: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  City  Treasurer,  January  15,  1917. 
Mr.  John  F.  Dever, 

Clerk  of  Committees: 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th 
inst.  asking,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  County 


Accounts,  that  I  report  on  the  responsibility  of 
the  signers  of  the  bonds  of  the  Register  of  Deeds, 
Assistant  Register  of  Deeds  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Social  Law  Library,  and  as  to  their  form,  would 
say  that  I  have  had  the  bonds  approved  as  to 
form  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  and  inclose 
herewith  sworn  statements  of  the  sureties  on  the 
bonds  of  the  Register  and  Assistant  Register. 
The  bond  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Social  Law 
Library  is  executed  by  _  the  National  Surety 
Company,  a  company  accepted  by  the  Probate 
Court  of  our  county  as  surety  on  probate  bonds. 

I  return  the  bonds  herewith. 

Yours  respectfully, 
C.  H.  Slattery,  City  Treasurer. 

Reports  accepted;    bonds  approved. 


CONSTABLE'S    APPOINTMENT    LAID    ON 
TABLE. 

President  HAGAN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  action  on  appointment  submitted  by 
Mayor  January  8,  viz.: 

1.  Floyd  N.  Young,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  The  question  came  on  con- 
firmation. 

On  motion  of  President  HAGAN  No.  1  was  laid 
on  the  table. 


CONFIRMATION     OF    APPOINTMENT. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business 
No. 2,  viz.: 

2.  Appointment  by  Mayor  January  8  of  James 
F.  Daily,  to  be  a  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee 
— Coun.  Attridge  and  Coleman. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  cast  9,  yeas  9,  and  the 
appointment  was  confirmed. 


GENERAL      RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  5.25  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
ATTRIDGE,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  22, 
at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Monday,  January  22,  1917. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
President     HAGAN     in     the     chair.     Absent — 
Coun.  Collins  and  Storrow. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law  (the  Mayor  not  being  present),  viz.: 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  Thursday,  Febru- 
ary 8,  1917: 

William  J.  Lockhart,  Ward  23;  Kenneth  C. 
Macdonald,  Jr.,  Ward  24;  Frank  A.  Reinhard, 
Ward  20;  Philip  T.  Connolv,  Ward  20;  Worcester 
Putnam,  Ward  6;  Willis  E.  Hubbard,  Ward  25; 
Thomas  S.  Maloof,  Ward  7;  George  0.  Harvey, 
Ward  3;  Frank  O'Donnell,  Ward  12;  Joseph 
Jacobs,  Ward  24;  Alfred  H.  Marshall,  Ward  1; 
William  M.  Foley,  Ward  15;  George  G.  Lermond, 
Ward  21;  Samuel  Fenn,  Ward  9;  Charles  J.  Beale, 
Ward  1;  Martin  S.  Broderick,  Ward  19;  George 
T.  Cummings,  Ward  22;  Thomas  P.  Wallace, 
Ward  4;  Charles  F.  Chase,  Ward  5;  James  Keohan, 
Ward  9;  Mark  E.  Kivelin,  Ward  10;  George  W. 
Sorenson,  Ward  20;  Joseph  C.  Connolly,  Ward  9; 
Zax  Freedman,  Ward  6;  Fred  V.  Murtfeldt,  Ward 
24;  George  A.  Patterson,  Jr.,  Ward  24;  Charles 
Cuneo,  Ward  21;  James  N.  Millner,  Ward  25; 
Hugh  McMillan,  Ward  8;  Joseph  E.  Cornish, 
Ward  16;  James  H.  Meaney,  Ward  4;  Patrick 
Blute,  Ward  19;  Patrick  H.  Raftery,  Ward  18; 
John  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  5;  Samuel  Katz,  Ward 
17;  Edward  L.  Hoey,  Ward  1. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  Monday,  Febru- 
ary 12,  1917: 

James  F.  Quinn,  Ward  20;  Thomas  J.  Jennings} 
Ward  20;  John  S.  Stressenger,  Ward  26;  Anders 
Linberg,  Ward  22;  John  J.  Blake,  Ward  13; 
Leonard  McGeoueh,  Ward  4;  John  J.  Burns,  Ward 
19;  Francis  G.  Mayo,  Ward  22;  William  H. 
Cumin,  Ward  25;  John  F.  Gorham,  Ward  6; 
Albion  F.  Crocker,  Ward  1 ;  Fred  E.  Clish,  Ward 
24;  John  A.  Condy,  Ward  23;  Michael  Tracey, 
Ward  18;  Frederick  W.  Holbrow,  Ward  23; 
Frank  A.  Fisher,  Ward  21;  Neil  J.  McGaffigan, 
Ward  20;  John  V.  Leary,  Ward  20;  Charles  J. 
Holderried,  Ward  13;  Edward  W.  Forster,  Ward  1; 
Thomas  F.  Powell,  Ward  5;  John  A.  Finnegan, 
Ward  5;  LeRov  H.  Crandall,  Ward  21;  Leo  Gor- 
man, Ward  8;  Fred  R.  Wells,  Ward  10;  Daniel  P. 
O'Connell,  Ward  23;  Daniel  J.  Riley,  Ward  3; 
Gustavus  A.  Svedeman,  Ward  20;  James  W. 
Mogan,  Ward  1;  Thomas  S.  Lockwood,  Ward  11; 
Lawrence  J.  Fisher,  Ward  16;  Gerhard  Sterr, 
Ward  22;  John  Murray,  Ward  10;  Francis  T. 
Boutilier,  Ward  23;  Eldridge  Watson,  Ward  20; 
John  J.  Donovan,  Ward  20. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
First  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  February 
12,  1917: 

John  J.  Cronan,  Ward  20;  E.  Raymond  Dove- 
mus,  Ward  12;  Robert  E.  Harrison,  Ward  14; 
Frank  L.  Schumann,  Ward  22;  William  J.  Coleman, 
Ward  20;  John  J.  Tierney,  Ward  22;  Ransom  D. 
Pratt,  Ward  22;  George  IT.  Lapham,  Ward  20; 
Thomas  J.  Marley,  Ward  2;  Alexander  W.  Sharpe, 
Ward  21;  Joseph  J.  Donovan,  Ward  15;  Jeremiah 
Murphy,  Ward  15;  Benjamin  I'..  Hatch,  Ward  20; 
George  P.  Thomas,  Ward  9;  Patrick  J.  Feeney, 
Ward  i:i;  James  McLaughlin,  Ward  10;  Frederiij 
U.  Beale,  Jr.,  Ward  21  ;  William  E.  Fuller,  Ward  25; 
John  R.  Snow,  Ward  20;  Edward  G.  Marr,  Ward 
20;  Nal.lian  I.  Drookcr,  Ward  II;  Dana  I'! 
Jackson,  Ward  21;  Richard  A.  Dohcrty,  Ward  IS; 
Heinrich  V,  Slegemann,  Ward  18;  Charles  1 1  Hay, 
WardQ;    Llewellyn  M    Evans,  Ward  26;  Joseph  P 

kohl. -I  ,    Ward    I'.l;      I  eniuel     I'.    Man  i   -.    \\  aril    10; 
James  T.  O'Brien,  Ward  12;   Harry  Klein,  Ward  9; 


William  E.  Hagerty,  Ward  22;  Oscar  R.  Lundin, 
Ward  23;  Harry  G.  Blanchard,  Ward  12;  F.  Gor- 
don Patterson,  Ward  11;  William  L.  Anderson 
Ward  20;  Arthur  T.  Benson,  Ward  19;  James  J 
Mullaly,  Ward  19;  Bernard  Segall,  Ward  8- 
Joseph  F.  Bliss,  Ward  21;  John  T.  Powers,  Jr  , 
Ward  20. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Second  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1917: 

John  J.  Keane,  Ward  9;  John  C.  Rasch,  Ward 
23;  James  H.  Long,  Ward  10;  Frank  B.  Holmes, 
Ward  23;  Gustav  A.  Enders,  Ward  22;  Francis  P. 
Rowley,  Ward  22;  Jacob  Saunders,  Ward  21- 
Frank  E.  Nelson,  Ward  20;  Frank  Wardell,  Ward 
21;  John  F.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  19;  Berley  S.  Goode, 
Ward  18;  Roland  F.  Libby,  Ward  15;  Lewis  Ander- 
son, Ward  2;  George  J.  Cuddihy,  Ward  24;  James 
J.  Coughlin,  Ward  19;  William  Guiney,  Ward  13; 
Martin  Hook,  Jr.,  Ward  13;  Charles  P.  Muldoon, 
Ward  20;  Ruby  Hartman,  Ward  8;  Charles 
Conway,  Ward  14;  Robert  A.  Manning,  Ward  11; 
Jeremiah  C.  O'Brien,  Ward  17;  Arthur  Downing, 
Ward  24;  Harry  S.  Rowe,  Ward  23;  William  J. 
Arato,  Ward  6;  Daniel  P.  Pousland,  Ward  10; 
John  L.  Allen,  Ward  23;  Gabriel  Sanger,  Ward  25; 
Henry  E.  Chamberlin,  Ward  10;  David  D.  Hen- 
wood,  Ward  14;  Hector  Calder,  Ward  2;  Julius  G. 
Sandberg,  Ward  20;  Oscar  G.  Ridlon,  Ward  21; 
James  F.  Yeagle,  Ward  15;  .Amos  B.  Parsons, 
Ward  1;  Melvin  E.  Cobleigh,  Ward  4;  Martin  F. 
Carney,  Ward  20;  Michael  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  12; 
Thomas  Roche,  Ward  19;  Andrew  J.  McLaughlin, 
Ward  22. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  Febru- 
ary 12,  1917: 

William  J.  Hasson,  Ward  16;  Roswell  P.  Cham- 
berlin, Ward  16;  George  H.  Brock,  Ward  5; 
Patrick  H.  Buckley,  Ward  14;  Everett  L.  Lally, 
Ward  20;  Peter  A.  Larkin,  Ward  23;  Carl  H. 
Meister,  Ward  26;  Michael  J.  A.  Ryan,  Ward  17; 
George  H.  Moulton,  Ward  20;  Robert  E.  Town- 
send,  Ward  19;  Joseph  F.  Barker,  Ward  16;  Harrv 
C.  Parker,  Ward  10;  Carl  E.  Black,  Ward  21; 
Frank  L.  Baker,  Ward  24;  George  T.  Elliott,  Ward 
25;  James  H.  Murray,  Jr.,  Ward  24;  John  Joseph 
Durant,  Ward  17;  Edward  Heymann,  Ward  22; 
Robert  Mathias,  Ward  20;  Charles  P.  Russell, 
Ward  18;  Frank  W.  Clark,  Ward  24;  Richard  T. 
Sims,  Ward  21;  Karl  Schmatzler,  Ward  19;  Perley 
C.  Macdonald,  Ward  20:  Francis  J.  Ward,  Ward 
21;  James  F.  Lynch,  Ward  15;  Martin  Egan, 
Ward  25;  John  P.  Boltz,  Ward  18;  John  H.  Hayes, 
Ward  12;  Patrick  A.  Devlin,  Ward  6;  John  Dono- 
hue,  Ward  22;  Axel  N.  Peterson,  Ward  25;  James 
F.  Cunning,  Ward  2;  Fletcher  P.  Osgood,  Ward  24; 
Arthur  Rich,  Ward  20;  Patrick  J.  Gallagher, 
Ward  18;  Joseph  B.  Tiernav,  Ward  25;  Leo  F. 
Wells,  Ward  24;  Leon  E.  Stephens,  Ward  19; 
Ralph  G.  Crane,  Ward  21. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1917: 

Frank  C.  Withington,  Ward  23;  Frank  Kermann, 
•Ward  19;  William  O'Hara,  Ward  3;  Wladyslaw 
Wysrynski,  Ward  16;  Frank  A.  Renshaw,  Ward  19; 
Edward  S.  Lincoln,  Ward  24:  Thomas  M.  Burke, 
Ward  19;  Thomas  J.  Day.  Ward  17;  James  H. 
Lalor,  Ward  6;  Charles  W.  Camuso,  Ward  6; 
William  J.  Brady,  Ward  16;  Charles  H.  Flanigan, 
Ward  1;  Fred  Martin,  Ward  14;  John  F.  Conners, 
Ward  3;  Michael  J.  Mitchell,  Ward  16;  Eugene 
Schawo,  Ward  9;  Harrv  A.  Gray,  \\  aid  21  :  Frank 
W.  Hunt,  Ward  11;  John  Strobel,  Ward  10; 
Loo  Herman  Buckman,  Ward  8;  Thomas  F. 
Martin,  Ward  23;  Biaggio  Tannclla,  Ward  6; 
Thomas  F.  Coyne,  Ward  25;  John  Fames,  Ward  I: 
Mint  i  ll.  Wheclock,  Ward  20;  Arthur  J.  Berrigan, 
Ward  24;  George  A.  Nelson,  Ward  20;  Israel 
Jacobs,  Ward  8;  Charles  J.  Curto  Ward  24; 
Alfred  Mathieu,  Ward  6;  John  J.  Buckley,  Ward  3; 

I, a    Hue   Vredenhiirgh,    Ward   25;  Joseph    P.  Ryan, 

Ward     i      I  ugene    F.    Dannenhoffer,    Ward    21; 
Charles  \\  aara,  Ward  l  i  ;  John  J.  Boyle,  Ward  25; 
William  E.   Marsh,  Ward  20;  Richard  Henne     ey, 
Ward  13:  James  H,  MoMullen,  Ward  20;  Frano 
Eliseo,  Ward  6, 

ii  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  January  siltin:',  to  appear  February 
i  '.  L917: 

George  E.  Goodwin  ff  ird  L6;  Henry  Wilko- 
mirsky,    Ward    Uj    Morris    I'odolinsky,    Ward    11; 
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George  Lynch,  Ward  13;  Dennis  J.  Neenan,  Ward 
14;  Walter  J.  Ward,  Ward  13;  John  T.  Conway, 
Ward  1;  Frederick  Burns,  Ward  25;  Albert  F. 
Ripley,  Ward  24;  Ralph  S.  Ryder,  Ward  19; 
Walter  H.  White,  Ward  14;  Eugene  D.  Knox, 
Ward  22;  James  Kelly,  Ward  18;  Harold  H.  Lane, 
Ward  16;  Arthur  D.  Simonds,  Ward  1;  Daniel  J. 
Campbell,  Ward  19;  Edwin  S.  Fairbanks,  Ward 
1;  Martin  J.  Fogarty,  Ward  13;  James  P.  Wool, 
Ward  3;  John  F.  McLaren,  Ward  16;  Joseph  F. 
Driseoll,  Ward  17;  Lcuis  H.  Trautman,  Ward  23; 
Henry  Butterfield,  Ward  21;  Herbert  C.  Glover, 
Ward  9;  Frank  A.  Johnson,  Ward  16;  Ralph 
Tracy,  Ward  12;  James  Elliott,  Ward  16;  Michele 
Tranfaglia,  Ward  2;  William  W.  Elwtll,  Ward  15; 
Joseph  Wakeham,  Ward  -12;  Charles  F.  Grant, 
Ward  24;  Harry  J.  Spsulding,  Ward  25;  William 
J.  Schell,  Ward  17;  Harold  Lougee,  Ward  23; 
Joseph  H.  Hogan,  Ward  23;  James  H.  Moran, 
Ward  13;  Oscar  L.  Danielson,  Ward  19;  Allison  C. 
Ringer,  Ward  25;  Thomas  Davies,  Ward  26; 
George  A.  Murray,  Ward  4. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Cour,t' 
Sixth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  February 
12,  1917: 

Daniel  J.  Griffin,  Ward  19;  George  Ramos, 
Ward  9;  Julian  L.  Kelly,  Ward  21;  Joseph  A. 
Costello,  Ward  20;  Sidney  H.  Williams,  Ward  1; 
John  F.  Wagner,  Ward  21;  Jacob  Fingold,  Ward 
21;  Clarence  F.  Bowman,  Ward  18;  Robert  E. 
Hammond,  Ward  5;  George  Caldwell,  Ward  15; 
Augustus  N.  Rantoul,  Ward  11 ;  Kiernan  J.  Regan, 
Ward  13;  Herbert  C.  Clapp,  Ward  24;  Melvin  S. 
Williams,  Ward  15;  Ernest  V.  Knight,  Ward  24; 
John  J.  Ahem,  Ward  24;  Walter  L.  Mess,  Ward  5; 
Ernest  G.  Werner,  Ward  19;  James  P.  McGuire, 
Ward  15;  John  P.  Gorham,  Ward  15;  Charles  H. 
S.  Wetmore,  Ward  25;  Herman  Brief,  Ward  8; 
Byron  R.  Christopher,  Ward  25;  Herman  Grosse, 
Ward  24;  John  F.   McLaughlin,  Ward  20;  John- 

F.  Countie,  Ward  21;  George  H.  Wood,  Ward  25; 
Ernest  P.  Philbrick,  Ward  8;  John  M.  Hansbury, 
Ward  24;  Christopher  McKeon,  Ward  11;  Morris 
Goldstein,  Ward  2;  William  C.  Herrick,  Ward  21; 
Louis  J.  Kelle,  Ward  21 ;  Arthur  Willard  Lincoln, 
Ward  21;  Daniel  E.  Kennaley,  Ward  14;  William 

G.  Jordan,  Ward  22;  Emil  Hackel,  Ward  23; 
Daniel  O'Riordan,  Ward  25;  William  E.  Linton, 
Ward  14;  John  C.  Fox,  Ward  19. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Seventh  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  Feb- 
ruary 12;  1917: 

Charles  H.  Atkinson,  Ward  1;  John  Conway, 
Ward  4;  Fred  Capen,  Ward  23;  Edmund  W.  Cox, 
Ward  23;  Timothy  J.  Mullen,  Ward  20;  John  A. 
McPherson,  Ward  25;  Engelhardt  W.  Hoist,  Ward 
10;  Carl  Emil  Borjeson,  Ward  23;  William  R. 
Myers,  Ward  9;  Jeremiah  L.  McCarthy,  Ward  14; 
John  Bletzer,  Ward  22;  Arthur  B.  Anderson,  Ward 
23;  John  M.  Single,  Ward  19;  William  E.  Murphy, 
Ward  20;  Albert  F.  McCormack,  Ward  14;  Francis 
B.  Powderly,  Ward  26;  Otto  Johnson,  Ward  22; 
Ambro-iio  Piotti,  Ward  20;  Charles  A.  Moritz, 
Ward  22;  James  F.  Moronev,  Ward  14;  Roger  P. 
Tobey,  Ward  5;  John  J.  Sheehan,  Ward  12;  Peter  J. 
Kelly,  Ward  20;  John  J.  McDermott,  Ward  20; 
Alexander  Dexter,  Ward  21;  Cornelius  J.  Connell, 
Ward  21;  Charles  C.  Schoeplein,  Ward  26;  William 
A.  MeAlpine,  Ward  25;  Thomas  H.  Keenan,  Ward 
16;  James  H.  O'Brien,  Ward  8;  John  A.  Hines, 
Ward  25;  Manuel  DeMarco,  Ward  2;  Joseph  R 
Mclnnes,  Ward  21;  Charles  T.  A.  Bent,  Ward  1 
Daniel  J.  Creamer,  Ward  13;  David  Weinberg 
Ward  20;  William  Carroll,  Ward  19;  Carl  F.  W 
Ellinger,  Ward  21;  Edward  Thompson,  Ward  10 
Harry  O'Hare,  Ward  14. 


LAND   ON   ALFORD   STREET, 
.     CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the    Mayor,  January  22,   1917. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
report  of  the  Municipal  Real  Estate  Expert 
relative  to  land  on  Alford  street,  Charlestown,  and 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Yours  respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctthley,  Mayor. 


Boston,  January  11,  1917. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 

Dear  Sir, — I  inclose  herewith  a  communication 
from  Frederick  E.  Jennings,  relative  to  an  unde- 
termined right  of  way  owned  by  George  A.  Metcalf 
of  Maiden,  over  city  land  on  Alford  street,  Charles- 
town. 

The  entire  lot  consists  of  67,671  square  feet  of 
land  assessed  at  thirty  cents  a  square  foot.  Mr. 
Jennings  considers  that  a  width  of  twenty-five  feet 
would  constitute  a  proper  right  of  way  over  the 
city  land  to  the  land  belonging  to  the  said  Metcalf, 
and  he  is  willing  to  purchase  from  the  city  an 
additional  frontage  of  twenty  feet,  by  a  width  of 
eighty-three  feet,  making  a  total  area,  in  addition 
to  the  right  of  way,  of  1,660  square  feet  at  the 
assessed  value  of  thirty  cents  a  square  foot. 

I  consider  this  price  fair.  The  right  of  way, 
as  indicated  on  the  inclosed  plan,  is  so  situated 
that  the  remainder  of  the  city  land  is  unimpaired. 

The  determination  of  the  right  of  way  is  an 
advantage  for  both  parties  concerned,  Mr.  Jen- 
nings's client  accepting  the  right  of  way  at  the  most 
convenient  point  for  the  city  to  grant  it.  He 
seems  to  be  entitled  to  a  right  of  way,  and  the 
taking  over  of  the  title  to  the  land  constituting  the 
right  of  way  would  appear  to  be  more  or  less  of  a 
formality,  except  that  he  assumes  the  payment  of 
taxes. 

I  also  inclose  a  certified  copy  of  the  deed  from 
Jacob  Pierce  to- George  W.  Gerrish  that. contains 
a  reference  to  the  right  of  way. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  Beck. 


Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized, in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city,  to  convey 
to  George  A.  Metcalf,  by  an  instrument  satisfactory 
to  the  Law  Department,  a  parcel  of  land  on  Alford 
street,  containing  approximately  3,735  square  feet, 
in  consideration  of  the  payment  of  the  sum  of 
$498,  and  the  release  of  an  undetermined  right  of 
way  over  the  land  of  the  city,  which  right  of  way 
is  supposed  to  be  appurtenant  to  land  of  said 
Metcalf,  and  upon  such  other  terms  and  conditions 
as  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Arthur  E.  Dorr  &  Co.  Inc.,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  automobile  by  a  city  team. 

Julia  A.  Moran,  for  compensation  for  clothing 
torn  on  an  ash  barrel  on  sidewalk  on  P  street, 
between  Nos.  89  and  93. 

George  W.  Faulkner,  to  be  refunded  amount 
paid  for  license  for  a  street  stand  which  was  can- 
celled by  the  Street  Commissioners. 

Margaret  A.  O'Reiley,  to  be  paid  for  an  awning 
at  88  Draper  street  burned    by   a  _  steam   roller. 

John  Maher,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  being  knocked  down  by  a  city  ash  team.^ 

William  P.  Carpenter,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  defect  in  Paul  Gore  street. 

William  P.  Devine,  to  be  paid  for  street  improve- 
ments made  by  him  at  17  Cottage  side,  now 
Dawes  street. 

Julia  Dowd,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  a  fall  at  749  Washington  street. 

Rose  Rutstein,  for  compensation  for  damages  by 
overflow  of  water  from  a  defective  pipe  at  180 
Chambers  street. 

William  L.  Dolan,  for  compensation  for  damages 
caused  by  construction  of  Stony  brook  at  Forest 
Hills.  .'..■•. 

Thomas  Sennott,  for.  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  a  fall  at  corner  Milk  and  Wash- 
ington streets. 

Ross  Towboat  Company,  for  compensation  for 
expense  incurred  on  account  of  damages  and  delays 
at  drawbridges. 

Ross  Towboat  Company,  to  be  paid  balance  of 
amount  due  for  towing  floats,  etc.,  for  the  Park 
and  Recreation  Department. 

Ellen  McLaughlin  et  al.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  26  Highland  Park  avenue 
by  overflow  of  sewer. 

William  H.  Guinan,  James  J.  Harrington,  Patrick 
F.  O'Neil,  James  P.   Rose,   Michael  D.  Sullivan 
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(members  of  Fire  Engine  Company  No.  22) ,  to  be 
paid  for  clothing  burned  and  destroyed  while  they 
were  on  duty  at  a  fire.  • 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  retirement  under  provisions  of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914,  viz.: 

Maurice  Greenwood,    Martin  F.  J.  Melia. 

Dorothy  Carmen,  for  permit  for  child  under  15 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  Elizabeth  Peabody  Home, 
evening  of  February  2. 


CLERK  HIRE. 

W.  T.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Register  of  Deeds,  sub- 
mitted a  report  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  33,  chapter  22,  of  the  Revised  Laws,  cer- 
tifying that  certain  persons  had  been  employed  in 
his  office  from  December  18,  1916,  to  January  22, 
1917,  and  that  work  had  been  performed  to  the 
amount  of  $4,618.12. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  of  approval  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor,  viz. : 

Dr.  Henry  S.  Rowen,  City  Hospital  Trustee. 

Francis  J.  Brennan,  Street  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


RELOCATION  OF  TRACKS. 

_  Notice  was  received   from  the    Street   Commis- 
sioners   of   amendment   to    12th    location   of  Bay 
State  Street  Railway  Company. 
Placed  on  file. 


LAND   FOR  RAILROAD   PURPOSES, 
SOUTH  BOSTON. 
A  copy  of  order  was  received  from  the  Public 
Service     Commission     prescribing    limits     within 
which  land  may  be  taken  by  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company  for  railroad 
purposes  in  South  Boston. 
Placed  on  file. 


CHANGE  OF  STREET  NAME. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  change  of  name  of  way  known 
as  Bryant  street,  Roxbury,  from  Hemenway  street 
to  Ruggles  street,  to  Forsyth  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


STREET  TRAFFIC  REGULATIONS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  amendments  to  Articles  8  and  9 
of  the  Street  Traffic  Regulations,  viz.: 

Article  8  amended  by  adding  the  following- 
named  highway  as  a  one-way  street  to  vehicular 
traffic:  Bedford  street,  easterly  from  Chauncy 
street. 

Article  9  amended  by  adding  that  between  the 
hours  of  7  a.  m.  and  6  p.  m.  no  vehicle  shall  be 
left  standing  on  Common  side  of  Boylston  street, 
between  Tremont  street  and  Charles  street,  nor 
on  the  Coarthouse  side  of  Somerset  street,  between 
Pemberton  square  and  the  most  northerly  point  of 
Ashburton  place. 

Placed  on  file. 


STORAGE  OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Ronald  T.  Lyman,  keeping  of  gasolene,  39 
Beacon  street. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene  at  144  Keycs  street. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene  at  Hilton  street. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene  at  31  Freeporl  street. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  keoping  of 
gasolene  and  petroleum  oil  at  Cambridge  street 
and  Charles  river. 


Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  keeping  of 
petroleum  oil  at  Commercial  Point. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  keeping  of 
petroleum  oil  at  Calf  Pasture.   • 

Joseph  F.  Anderson,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
rear  11  Charles  street.     (Six  notices.) 

Howard  C.  Fiske,  keeping  of  gasolene,  94  Corey 
street,  West  Roxbury. 

Bay  State  Belting  Company,  keeping  and  sale 
of  celluloid,  acetone  and  ether,  122  West  First 
street. 

Frederick  Winch,  keeping  of  gasolene,  39 
Pomeroy  street. 

Mead-Morrison  Manufacturing  Company,  keep- 
ing of  gasolene,  turpentine  and  naphtha,  corner 
Prescott  and  Orleans  streets. 

Houghton  &  Dutton  Company,  keeping  of 
gasolene,  Tibbetts  street.     (Three  notices.) 

Farrington  Manufacturing  Company,  keeping 
of  gasolene,  23  Vale  street. 

Babcock  Varnish  Company,  keeping  of  naphtha, 
156  Western  avenue. 

Police  Commissioner,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
Station  16,  Boyston  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK   SCHEDULE. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  submitted 
a  report  on  cost  of  construction  of  artificial  stone 
sidewalks  on  Poplar  street,  between  Washington 
and  Sycamore  streets,  Ward  23,  with  schedule  of 
cost  of  same — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  persons  named  in  the  fore- 
going schedule  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  assessed 
the_  sums  set  against  their  respective  names  as 
their  proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  constructing 
artificial  stone  sidewalks  along  estates  bordering 
on  Poplar  street,  amounting  to  $645.63,  and  the 
same  is  oi-dered  to'be  certified  and  notice  given  to 
the  parties. 

The  order  was  passed. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  minors'  licenses  for  sixteen  newsboys 
and  two  vendors — recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


PAY  FOR  MATRONS,  HOUSE  OF 
DETENTION. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Police  Commissioner  concurring,  the  pay  of  the 
officers  of  the  House  of  Detention  for  Women  be 
established  as  follows: 

Chief  matron,  $1,400  per  annum;  assistant  chief 
matron,  SI, 200;    assistant   matrons   each,  $1,000. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  expect 
that  this  order  will  be  referred  to  the  proper  com- 
mittee, possibly  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
or  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.     In  1908 

I  was  interested  in  the  salaries  paid  these  women 
at  the  House  of  Detention,  and  at  that  time  an 
order  was  passed  granting  them  an  increase  in 
salary.  The  present  order  provides  for  an  increase 
of  $200  for  the  chief  matron,  to  $1,400;  for  an 
increase  for  one  assistant,  from  $1,000  to, $1,200; 
an  increase  of  $200  each  for  three  assistant  matrons, 
from  $800  to  $1,000.  I  might  say  that  I  saw  the 
Police  Commissioner  the  other  day  in  relation 
to  the  work  done  by  these  women.  I  had  quite 
a  talk  with  him,  and  I  have  here  a  record  of  the 
number  of  women  who  have  gone  through  the 
House  of  Detention  during  the  last  ten  years.  I 
am  going  to  ask  to  have  this  incorporated  in  tho 
records,  to  save  time:  In  thai,  time  about  60,000 
women  have  passed  through  the  House  of  Dcim 
tion,  and  tin-  1'olico  Commissioner  told  nic  the 
other  day  that,  so  far  as  ho  could  remember,  not  a 
single  complaint  has  ever  been  made  to  him  about 
the  waj  in  which  I  hese  women  handled  I  lie  prisoners 

I I  the  House  of  Detention.  Furthermore,  I 
would  like  to  incorporate  into  the  record  a  copy  of 
the  letter  from  the  Police  Commissioner  ol  the 
City  of  Boston  to  the  Mtayor  in  regard  to  this 
particular  matter,  win  nends  that 
these  advances  bo  authorized.     Under  the  law  the 
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County  Commissioners,  with  the  Police  Com- 
missioner concurring,  and,  of  course,  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor,  have  the  right  to  fix  the  salaries  of 
these  women. 

The  letter  from  the  Police  Commissioner 
referred  to  and  the  figures  introduced  showing 
the  number  of  women  who  have  been  handled 
at  the  House  of  Detention  were  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston,  Police  Department, 

December  23,  1916. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston: 
Dear  Sir, — The  chief  matron,  the  assistant  chief 
matron  and  the  three  matrons  of  the  House  of 
Detention  for  Women  have  asked  that  their 
salaries  be  increased.  As  the  authority  under  the 
law  rests  with  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council,  I 
respectfully  represent  that  these  matrons  have 
served  from  eight  to  twenty  years,  are  required 
to  possess  and  do  possess  exceptional  character  and 
ability,  mental  and  physical,  together  with  a 
humane  and  helpful  disposition;  that  they  have 
the  sole  care  annually  of  nearly  eight  thousand 
-female  prisoners,  the  majority  of  whom  are  wholly 
or  partly  intoxicated;  that  they  can  engage  in  no 
other  occupation;  and  that  their  duty  covers  the 
night  as  well  as  the  day.  The  present  salaries 
are:  Chief  matron,  $1,20(5;  assistant  chief  matron, 
$1,000;  three  assistant  matrons  each,  $800.  I 
believe  that  the  chief  matron  should  certainly 
receive  a  salary  equal  to  the  maximum  salary  of  a 
patrolman,  $1,400;  the  assistant •  chief  matron, 
the  salary  of  a  patrolman  in  his  third  year,  $1,200; 
and  the  three  assistant  matrons,  the  salary  of  a 
patrolman  in  his  first  year.  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  these  advances  be  authorized. 
Respectfully, 

Stephen  O'Meara, 
Police  Commissioner 
for  the  City  of  Boston. 

1905  (Mr.  O'Meara's  appointment.) 

1906  (This  was  the  first  year's  report  asked  for  by 

the  commissioner.) 

1907 4,751 

1908 5,600 

1909 5,740 

1910 5,746 

1911 5,313 

1912 5,758 

1913 6,045 

1914 6,164 

.  1915 6,838 

1916  (to  December  1) 7,296 

Total 59,251 

Not  a  single  complaint  that  he  can  remember. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


SALARIES  OF  JUSTICE,  ETC.,  ROXBURY 
COURT. 

Coun.    BALLANTYNE    offered    the    following  < 
orders : 

•  That  chapter  262  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916, 
entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  the  Salaries  of  the 
Clerk  and  First  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Municipal 
Court  of  the  Roxbury  District  of  the  City  of 
Boston,"  be  and  hereby  is  accepted. 

That  chapter  263  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916, 
entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  the  Salary  of  the 
Justice  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  Roxbury 
District  of  the  City  of  Boston,"  be  and  hereby  is 
accepted. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE— Mr.  President,  I  am 
going  to  ask  that  the  rule  be  suspended  and  that 
both  these  orders  be  placed  upon  their  passage 
today.  The  orders  have  been  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  Council  on  two  occasions  and 
vetoed  by  the  Mayor.  The  Mayor,  however, 
accompanied  his  last  veto,  under  date  of  December 
4,  with  these  words: 

"If  your  honorable  body  will  again  accept  this 
act  after  January  20,  1917,  when  appropriations  for 
the  year  1917  are  available,  I  shall  then  be  pleased 
to  approve  the  same." 

This  being  after  the  20th  day  of  January,  the 
Mayor  will  no  doubt  approve  of  the  orders,  and  I 
therefore  respectfully  ask  suspension  of  the  rule 
so  that  they  may  be  placed  upon  their  passage. 

The   rule   was  suspended   and   the   orders   were 


SALARIES  OF  JUSTICE,  ETC.,  SOUTH 
BOSTON   COURT. 

Coun.  KENNY  offered  an  order — That  chapter 
261  of  the  General  Acts  of  1916,  entitled  "An  Act 
Relative  to  the  Salaries  of  the  Justice,  Clerk  and 
Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the 
South  Boston  District  of  the  City  of  Boston,"  be 
and  hereby  is  accepted. 

Coun.  KENNY — Mr.  President,  what  has 
already  been  stated  by  the  councilor  preceding  me 
applies  equally  to  this  order.  Therefore  I  ■  move 
that  the  rule  be  suspended  in  order  that  it  may  go 
upon  its  passage  now. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


STREET  SIGNS  AND  HOUSE  NUMBERINGS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  take  such  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Public  Works 
Department  to  make  a  fresh  canvass  of  the  whole 
situation  pertaining  to  street  signs  and  house 
numberings,  to  study  the  best  methods  in  other 
cities,  especially  New  York,  to  secure  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  Police  Department  in  enforcing  the 
ordinances  on  the  subject,  and  to  provide  for  any 
other  inspection  work  that  may  be  necessary  so 
that  Boston  may  become  as  famous  for  her  easily 
identified  streets  and  numbers  as  she  is  for  her 
narrow  and  tortuous  thoroughfares. 

Coun.  COLEMAN — Mr.  President,  in  view  of 
the  recent  discussion  in  the  Boston  Press  calling 
attention  to  the  inadequacy  of  our  street  signs 
and  house  numbering,  and  anticipating  the  great 
Pilgrim  celebration  of  1920  in  Boston,  when  our 
streets  will  be  thronged  with  strangers  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  realizing  the  difficulties  pre- 
sented by  Boston's  picturesque  streets,  I  trust  that 
the  order  will  pass. 

Passed. 


DISPOSITION  OF  MONEY  PAYABLE 
TO   CITY. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  offered-  an  order— That 
chapter  289  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1916,  entitled 
"An  Act  relative  to  the  disposition  of  sums  pay- 
able to  the  City  of  Boston  by  the  Commonwealth 
in  reimbursement  for  certain  pensions  paid  by  the 
city  to  retired  teachers,"  be  and  the  same  hereby 
is  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COST  OF  TREMONT  STREET  WIDENING. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
furnish  the  City  Council  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  widening  Tremont  street,  from  Warrenton 
street  and  from  Pleasant  street  to  Castle  square, 
to  a  width  of  80  feet. 

Passed. 


NUMBER   OF    MEN,    PUBLIC   WORKS 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  inform  the  City  Council 
as  to  the  number  of  men  employed  at  the  beginning 
of  each  fiscal  year  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Public  Works  Department,  in  the  following 
divisions: 

Sanitary;  Street  Cleaning,  Watering  and  Oiling; 
Water. 

Also  a  list  of  the  number  of  men  who  have  died , 
who  have  been  pensioned  or  who  have  been 
transferred  in  each  division  during  each  year. 

Passed. 


PRINTING   OF   STREET  BOOKS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  authorized  to 
prepare  and  have  printed  an  edition  of  fifteen 
hundred  copies  of  a  list  of  streets,  avenues,  courts, 
places,  etc.,  according  to  the  new  wards  and  pre- 
cincts, showing  numbers  and  divisions  of  those 
extending  through  more  than   one  ward   or  pre- 
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cinot,  together  with  the  location  of  hotels,  apart- 
ment houses,  etc.,  the  expense  of  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidental  Ex- 
penses, City  Council. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business 
No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  January  15,  1917,  of  Ada  S.  Dicks  and 
Hazel  M.  Prosser,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee 
— Coun.  Coleman  and  Attridge.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  cast  6,  yeas  6,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.52  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President 
at  3.47  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, submitted  the  following: 

(1)  Report  on  order  (referred  December  27) 
to  accept  chapter  235,  Special  Acts  of  1916, 
relative  to  Grant  Gately  et  al. — recommending 
reference  of  same  to  next  city  government. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

(2)  Report  on  petition  of  Dorothy  Carmen 
(referred  today)  for  permit  for  child  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  Elizabeth  Peabody  House, 
evening  of  February  2 — that  a  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

(3)  Report  on  petitions  for  retirement  under 
provisions  of  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914 — recom- 
mending passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  Thomas  C.  Hughes,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  Maurice  Greenwood,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 


as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  Martin  F.  O'Melia,  employed  in  the  labor 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


RAILROAD   GRADE  CHANGES,  SOUTH 
BOSTON. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Finance  Commission, 

January  22,  1917. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  has  re- 
ceived the  order  and  message  referred  to  it  by 
your  honorable  body,  which  authorizes  the  rebuild- 
ing with  changes  of  grades  of  bridges  crossing  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad, 
located  in  South  Boston,  and  the  abolition  of  the 
grade  crossing  at  West  First  street  by  the  discon- 
tinuance as  a  public  highway  of  a  portion  of  that 
street,  the  entire  cost  of  the  work  to  be  paid  by 
the  railroad  company.  The  commission  reports 
as  follows: 

The  plan  as  proposed  by  the  railroad  company 
for  widening  the  present  open  cut  through  South 
Boston,  so  as  to  make  room  for  four  tracks,  necessi- 
tates according  to  the  claims  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany the  changes  and  alterations  above  mentioned. 
The  railroad  has  stated  that  for  the  privilege  of 
closing  West  First  street  it  will  widen,  rebuild  and 
change  the  grade  of  the  various  bridges  crossing  it 
in  South  Boston  and  maintain  the  same  at  its 
own  expense.  The  commission  believes  that  the 
plan,  if  carried  out,  would  result  in  improved 
facilities  for  handling  freight  by  the  railroad,  that 
it  is  a  necessity  from  a  railroad  standpoint,  and 
that  it  will  be  beneficial  to  the  City  of  Boston, 
because  it  will  improve  its  terminal  facilities. 

The  commission  understands  that  your  honor- 
able body  desires  a  report  as  to  whether  the  rebuild- 
ing and  change  of  grade  as  proposed  by  the  railroad 
can  be  done  in  a  manner  which  will  be  less  objec- 
tionable to  the  people  of  South  Boston  than  the 
proposed  plan. 

The  objections  made  by  residents  and  citizens  of 
South  Boston  are  as  follows: 

The  closing  of  West  First  street  by  a  discon- 
tinuance of  a  portion  of  the  street  will  interfere 
with  the  traffic  now  using  the  street. 

The  building  of  four  tracks  in  the  present  cut 
where  there  are  now  but  two  tracks  will  result  in 
more  noise,  smoke  and  jarring  from  the  increased 
number  of  trains  that  will  be  run. 

Observations  made  for  the  commission  for  an 
8-hour  period,  7.44  a.  m.  to  4.04  p.  m.,  omitting 
11.25  to  11.45  a.  m.,  and  covering  385  teams, 
showed  the  following  results: 

The  gates  were  closed  48  per  cent  of  the  time. 

Of  the  385  teams  which  crossed  the  tracks  during 
the  observations  made,  182  were  delayed,  the 
period  of  delay  ranging  from  a  few  seconds  to  13 
minutes.  The  following  table  shows  in  detail 
the  delays  on  account  of  the  gates  being  closed: 

(Time  taken  to  nearest  minute,  except  when 
closing  was  less  than  one  minute.) 


Minutes  Closed. 

Total. 

i 

•i 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6' 

7 

11 

13 

Number  of  times 

5 
2 

5 
4 

37 
37 

27 
63 

14 

26 

8 
20 

5 
IS 

1 
4 

1 
2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

105 

Vehicles  affected 

is:' 

Total  time  closed,  230  minutes,  45  seconds. 

Average  time  lost  per  team,  1  minute,  26  seconds. 

Greatest  delay  for  any  team,  13  minutes. 

Total  loss  of  time  reduced  to  terms  of  one  team, 
estimating  the  delay  for  each  team  at  :m  average 
of  one  half  the  time  the  gates  were  closed,  ap- 
proximately 4  hours  and  22  minutes. 

The  greater  part  of  the  traffic  using  West  Firs! 

street  docs   not  originate   at  tlio   grade   e 

itsolf,  but  at  points  so  far  away  as  to  make  it  a 


negligible    matter    whether    it    uses    West    Firsl 

•  I  reel   mi    \\  i'   i   Second  si  reel  . 

Furthermore,  the  grade  from  West  First  to 
WCsi  Second  street,  a  distance  of  only  360  feet, 
is  no  greater  than  the  grade  would  have  to  be  on 
West  First  street  if  the  street  were  either  raised 
over  the  tracks  or  depressed  under  them. 

In  consideration  of  the  conditions  the  Finance 
Commission  believes  that  time  would  l>e  saved  for 
the  average  team  by  making  the  small  detour  to 
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West  Second  street,  as  against  waiting  at  the  grade 
crossing  on  West  First  street  for  a  chance  to  cross, 

The  Finance  Commission  is  also  of  the  opinion 
that  to  continue  the  crossing  at  grade  over  the 
proposed  four  tracks  would  be  unduly  dangerous 
and  either  to  raise  the  street  over  the  tracks  or  to 
depress  it,  under  the  provisions  of  the  grade  crossing 
acts,  would  be,  in  consideration  of  the  slight  ad- 
vantages to  be  obtained,  unduly  expensive. 

The  causes  of  the  second  objection  on  account 
of  the  smoke,  noise  and  jar  resulting  from  the 
increased  traffic  can,  according  to  statements  by 
the  railroad  company's  engineer,  be  to  a  great 
extent  obviated  by  improved  roadbed  construc- 
tion. If  the  railroad  company  will  make,  as  part 
of  the  "contract,  a  provision  to  ballast  its  tracks 
after  the  most  modern  improved  fashion,  the 
nuisance  resulting  from  dust  and  noise  and  from 
the  jar  to  the  surrounding  territory  will  be  done 
away  with  to  a  great  extent. 

The  commission  does  not  believe  that  the  present 
is  an  opportune  time  to  electrify  the  four  tracks 
that  would  be  maintained  through  the  cut.  If  the 
privileges  requested  are  to  be  granted  to  the  rail- 
road company,  the  city  should  make  such  provisions 
in  its  contract  that  if  at  a  later  time  it  wishes  to 
carry  West  First  street  either  over,  under  or  across 
the  tracks  in  accordance  with  the  grade  crossing 
acts,  it  will  be  in  no  worse  position  as  to  damages 
than  it  would  be  in  changing  the  grade  today. 

The  Finance  Commission  recommends  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  order  on  the  following  conditions: 

1.  That  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railroad  rebuilds  and  changes  the  grade  of  the 
bridges  crossing  the  railroad  located  in  South 
Boston,  and  maintains  the  same,  all  work  and 
maintenance  to  be  met  by  the  railroad  company. 

2.  That  it  ballasts  the  proposed  four  tracks 
which  are  to  be  laid  in  the  open  cut  through  South 
Boston  after  the  most  improved  and  modern 
methods  of  doing  such  work. 

3.  That  detailed  plans,  showing  the  proposed 
method  of  constructing  the  roadbed  and  rebuilding 
and  making  the  necessary  changes  in  the  bridges, 
be  submitted  to  the  city  authorities  for  approval 
before  final  action  be  taken  by  your  honorable 
body. 

4.  That  provision  be  made  in  the  contract  so 
that  the  present  and  future  rights  of  the  city  in 
West  First  street  will  be  protected  in  case  it  should 
be  decided  hereafter  to  raise  or  depress  the  street. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 

by  John  R.  Murphy, 

Chairman. 

Coun.  KENNY— Mr.  President,  the  report  of 
the  Finance  Commission  with  respect  to  the 
petition  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  for  the  right  to  widen  its  roadbed  through 
South  Boston  has  been  received  only  this  after- 


noon, since  we  convened  here.  The  members,  I 
take  it,  have  not  had  the  opportunity,  as  I  have  not, 
to  analyze  or  examine  this  report.  I  have  simply 
looked  it  over  hastily  and  have  observed  the 
recommendations.  The  matter  is  now  before  our 
Executive  Committee.  At  the  time  when  the 
committee  requested  the  Finance  Commission  to 
examine  into  this  proposition  it  made  a  like 
request  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  We  have 
not  yet  heard  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  that  body,  I  am 
going  to  move  that  this  entire  matter — that  is  to 
say,  the  Mayor's  order  and  the  communication 
which  he  submitted  with  it,  this  report  of  the 
Finance  Commission  and  the  report  which  is  to 
come  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  when  it 
does  reach  us — be  referred  to  the  next  year's 
city  government.  In  doing  this  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  do  not  at  all  agree  with  this  report  from  the 
Finance  Commission.  It  does  not  seem  to  me, 
from  the  hasty  perusal  I  have  given  it,  that  they 
have  at  all  grasped  the  situation.  They  cer- 
tainly do  not  appear,  to  my  mind,  to  have  pro- 
tected the  rights  and  interests  of  the  people  living 
in  that  section  of  the  city.  If  I  were  to  be  here 
in  the  government  next  year,  I  certainly  would 
not  favor  the  petition  which  is  before  this  body 
now.  Nevertheless,  the  matter  is  still  open  and 
we  are  to  hear  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  when  the  time  comes 
the  city  government  next  year  will  give  the  matter 
the  attention  it  deserves. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  next  city  govern- 
ment. 


INFORMATION     CONCERNING     CITY 
AUTOMOBILES. 

Coun.  LEHY  offered  an  order — That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  furnish  to  the  City 
Council  at  its  next  meeting  the  information  asked 
for  concerning  city  automobiles  as  set  forth  in  order 
introduced  and  passed  on  December  4,  1916,  by  the 
City  Council. 

Passed. 


GENERAL   RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  moved  a  general  recon- 
sideration, hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 


Adjourned  at  3.53  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
ATTRIDGE,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  29,  at 
two  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of.  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  29,  1917. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
President  HAGAN  in  the  chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Kenny,  Storrow. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Arthur  B.  Cassell,  for  compensation  for  damages 
at  10  Brookview  street  by  employees  of  the  Sani- 
tary Service: 

Mrs.  Ellen  Twomey,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages at  544  Saratoga  street  by  a  broken  water 
meter. 

Lewis  J.  Bridgman,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  by  a  street  oiling  team. 

Frank  J.  Hamilton,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  McNary  Park,  South  Boston. 

James  Selden,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  by  a  lamp-post  in  roadway  at  corner 
Walk  Hill  and  Norfolk  streets. 

Joseph  H.  Pimentel,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  from  a  fall  at  250  Warren  street, 
Roxbury. 

Executive. 

John  Kelly,  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914. 


BATH   HOUSE,    WEST   END. 

The  following  was  received: 

Independent  Order  Sons  of  Israel, 

47  Mt.  Vernon  Street, 
Boston,  January  27,  1917. 
To  the  Honorable   Members  of  the  Boston   City 
Council: 

Gentlemen, — For  many  years  the  inhabitants 
of  the  West  End,  a  district  with  a  population  of 
over  seventy  thousand,  have  felt  that  there  should 
be  located  in  their  district  a  municipal  bath 
house.  Residents  in  this  section  of  the  city,  as 
is  well  known,  are  composed  for  the  most  part  of 
working  people;  they  are  crowded  into  tenement 
blocks  without  any  modern  facilities  or  improve- 
ments. Many  of  the  poor  of  this  section  see  only 
photographs  of  bathrooms  when  published  in  the 
Press  or  left  with  them  as  advertisements. 

During  the  early  part  of  last  year  the  residents 
of  the  West  End  became  aroused.  Leading  social 
workers  assumed  charge  of  the  agitation.  Meet- 
ings were  held  all  over  the  West  End  and  cul- 
minated with  a  general  meeting  at  Ford  Hall, 
April  2,  1916.  The  meeting  was  held. under  the 
auspices  of  the  following  organizations:  Ford 
Hall  Town  Meeting,  Elizabeth  Peabody  House, 
Francis  Willard  Settlement,  West  End  House, 
West  End  Improvement  Society,  West  End 
Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association  and  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  Sons  of  Israel.  Among  the  speakers 
were  Rev.  Christopher  R.  Eliot,  Robert  A.  Woods, 
George  W.  Foster,  Mrs.  Glendower  Evans,  Mr. 
Henry  H.  Levenson,  Mrs.  Martha  M.  Silverman. 
Most  of  the  members  of  the  City  Council  were 
invited  to  address  this  meeting  and  some  of  them 
honored  the  occasion  by  their  presence.  Imagine 
the  great  joy  of  the  West  Enders  when  Henry  E. 
Hagan,  President  of  the  City  Council,  amidst 
enthusiastic  applause,  announced  at  this  mass 
meeting  that  he  did  not  believe  there  would  be  a 
dissenting  voice  in  the  City  Council  against  the 
appropriation  for  an  all-the-year-round  bath  house - 
in  the  Went  End,  and  further,  that  ho  was  of  the 
opinion  that  Mayor  Curley  would  sign  the  order. 
He  further  declared  that  no  push  or  pull  were 
needed  with  the  Council  in  this  project. 

Coun.  John  J.  Attridge  then  spoke,  reechoing 
the  words  of  President  Hagan,  and  when  lie 
announced  that  lie  had  already  introduced  an 
order  for  the  purchase  of  a  site,  many  of  the  district 


residents  imagined  that  on  the  morrow  their 
fondest  hope  would  be  a  reality.  And  what  a 
climax  when  the  letter  from  Coun.  James  J.  Stor- 
row, the  old  devoted  friend  and  philanthropist, 
was  read;  there  he  stated:  "I  want  your  committee 
to  know  that  the  project  of  a  municipal  building 
in  the  West  End  has  my  heartiest  approval  and 
will  receive  my  support  in  the  Council.  No  sec- 
tion of  the  city  has  a  greater  need  for  such  an 
institution,  and  I  cannot  understand  why  it  was 
not  built  years  ago." 

The  position  of  George  W.  Coleman  was  known 
to  all  of  us,  and  we  were  certain  that  his  vote  and 
efforts  would  surely  favor  this  necessary  project. 
Other  members  of  the  Council  had  already 
expressed  themselves  as  favorable  and  promised 
their  cooperation  and  support. 

Following  this  meeting  much  publicity  was 
given  the  project  by  the  Press  of  Boston,  and  one  of 
the  leading  journals  of  our  city  wrote  an  editorial 
in  its  favor  and  urged  upon  the  City  Council  the 
great  need  for  this  improvement. 

We  have  waited  patiently.  The  year  has 
passed  by  and  what  progress  has  been  made? 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council,  why  this  delay? 
How  much  longer,  will  it  be  necessary  for  us  to 
wait  before  the  necessary  legislative  machinery  is 
put  in  motion  to  give  to  the  West  End  this  much 
needed  improvement? 

The  Social  Welfare  Committee,  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  Sons  of  Israel,  at  a  meeting  held 
last  night,  voted  to  again  appeal  to  you  honorable 
gentlemen  to  take  such  action  and  appropriate 
such  funds  as  will  provide  for  the  West  End  in  the 
immediate  future  a  municipal  bath  house. 
Very  sincerely  yours, 

Robert  Silverman, 

Grand  Secretary. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  fully  realize  that  the 
municipal  building  is  needed  down  there,   but  it 
has  been  a  hard  thing  this  year  to  get  a  start  on 
the   proposition.     I    have    been    interested,    even 
up  to  a  week  ago,  and  am  interested  now,  in  rela- 
tion to   this   building.     I   have   talked   with   Mr. 
Murphy,  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  about 
the  matter  in  connection  with  the  Public  Works 
yard   on  North   Grove  street.     Mr.   Murphy  has 
had    three    of    his    engineers — Mr.    Rourke,    Mr. 
Carty  and  Mr.  Shea — as  an  efficiency  committee, 
I  think  it  is  called,  making  an  investigation  of  the 
district  down  there  to  see  if  there  was  any  avail- 
able site  for  a  municipal  building.  .  A  report  has 
been  made,  so  Mr.  Murphy  told  me,  or  so  I  under- 
stood, and  I  presume  the  report  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  Mayor,  if  it  has  not  been  forwarded  already. 
The  City   Council   ought  to   get   a   copy   of  that 
report.      Plans   were  drawn  some  years   ago,   for 
which  the  city  paid  .$1,500,  for  a  municipal  build- 
ing on  the  site  of  the  Blossom  Street  Wardroom  and 
Gymnasium,  where  it  was  proposed  to  put  a  bath 
house.     Those  plans   are  in  existence,    I   believe, 
and  I  understand  that  the  committee  referred  to, 
composed    of    Mr.    Carty,    Mr.    Rourke   and    Mr. 
Shea,   have   those  plans.     I   understand,   while    I 
do  not  know  absolutely,  that  without  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  large  sum  a  municipal  building   can  be 
built  on  that  site  that  will  not  only  contain  the 
health  unit  that  is  there  now  but  a  public  hall,  a 
meeting  place,   a   gymnasium   and  baths   for   the 
residents  of  the  district.     The  committee  of  the 
Council  has  not  been  lax  in  this  matter.     We  were 
in    communication    with    the    Superintendent    of 
Public  Buildings  in  regard  to  it.     We  have  also 
been  in  communication  with  the  Park  and  Recrea- 
tion Department,   and  I  have   a  letter  here   that 
was  sent  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council 
by  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department.     I  shall 
ask  to  have  that  placed  in  the  record.     In  that 
letter  Captain  Dillon,  the  chairman  of  the  depart- 
ment, in  writing  to  the  committee  in  relation  to 
this    all-the-year-round    bath    house,    stated    that 
he  had  discussed  the  matter  with  his  Honor  (the 
Mayor  and  was  anxious  "that  action  be  deferred 
until  such  time  as  consolidation  has  been  effected 
with  various  yards  now  in  use  by  the  Public  Works 
Department.     Upon  completion  of   this    arrange- 
ment   Hie   city    will   have  land  to  erect  a  suitable 
bath    house    without    being    obliged    to    purchase 
additional   land    for   that    purpose."     In   relation 
to  that  particular  thin?  I  introduced  an  order  in 
the   Council,   which   was   passed,   asking  for  infor- 
mation  as  to  when  that  consolidation  would   take 

place.  Furthermore,  Captain  Dillon  says:  "I 
have  discussed  with  his  Honor  the  question  of 
utilizing  the  health   uni<   located    in    Hie    Blossom 
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street  building,  and  he  absolutely  refuses  to  con- 
sider the  project,  it  being  his  contention  since  the 
establishment  of  the  West  End  Health  Unit  that 
cases  of  contagious  disease  in  this  section  of  the 
city  have  only  been  one  tenth  as  great  as  prior 
to  its  establishment."  That  is  signed  by  Chair- 
man Dillon.  So  you  can  see  that  there  was  an 
objection  first  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  the 
Blossom  street  building,  and  then  the  matter  has 
been  held  up  because  of  the  consolidation  plan 
down  in  that  particular  district.  Mr.  Dever,  the 
Clerk  of  Committees,  had  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Lynch  under  date  of  August  21,  1916.  Mr.  Dever, 
as  Clerk  of  Committees,  was  requested  by  the 
committee  to  get  in  touch  with  Mr.  Lynch  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  and  Mr.  Lynch  replied: 

"Dear  Sir, — In  regard  to  land  and  buildings  in 
the  West  End  of  city,  under  the  control  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  would  reply 
that  this  department  occupies  No.  18  North  Grove 
street  as  a  morgue  (20  feet  by  40  feet).  Numbers 
20  and  22  of  said  building  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Health  Department.  These  numbers  take  in 
the  whole  of  building. 

"On  Joy  street,  corner  of  Smith  court,  there  is  a 
building  formerly  used  as  school,  now  occupied 
and  leased  by  Post  134  G.  A.  R.  There  are  1,938 
square  feet  of  land  in  thip  lot,  and  the  land  and 
building  are  under  the  control  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings Department. 

"Trusting  this  information  is  what  is  desired,  I 
am, 

Yours  respectfully, 

Richard  A.  Lynch, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings." 

This  letter  deals  with  land  under  the  control  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  none  of 
which,  I  understand,  is  suitable  for  a  municipal 
building.  Mr.  President,  if  the  report  of  Mr. 
Murphy's  engineers  is  to  the  effect  that  the  city 
ought  to  use  the  Blossom  street  building  and  put 
a  couple  of  more  stories  on  it,  using  the  plan  for 
which  the  city  has  paid  $1,500,  and  the  Mayor  is 
not  willing  to  accede  to  that  plan,  it  will  be  a 
question  of  getting  some  land.  The  President  of 
the  Council  and  myself  one  day  made  a  journey 
down  to  the  district  and  looked  it  over  to  see  if 
there  were  any  good  place  for  a  municipal  building. 
Of  course  we  cannot  designate  any  particular 
land  to  be  taken.  That  is  the  duty  of  the  Mayor 
and  the  Street  Commissioners.  I  tried  to  get  an 
order  passed  for  $5,000  for  plans  for  a  building  and 
was  met  with  the  proposition,  "Where  is  the  land 
that  we  are  going  to  put  it  on?"  Then  we  went 
after  Mr.  Lynch  to  see  if  he  could  tell  us  about 
some  land  that  the  city  might  own,  and  went  after 
the  Park  and  Recreation  Department;  and  now 
the  Public  Works  Department  has  investigated 
the  matter  and  Mr.  Murphy  has  the  report.  When 
it  will  be  here  I  don't  know.  I  understand  that 
Mr.  Murphy  is  now  away  in  Chicago,  with  some 
engineers,  among  them  Mr.  Carty,  studying  the 
matter  of  bridges.  When  he  returns  I  presume 
that  he  will  make  a  report  to  the  Mayor  and  also 
to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council  upon 
this  matter,  and  this  is  one  of  the  matters  that  we 
can  take  up  when  the  new  Council  starts  in  a  week 
from  today.  It  is  my  intention  to  again  introduce 
an  order  in  relation  to  this  building  and  try  to  get 
some  action  this  coming  year.  In  fact,  I  spoke  to 
George  Coleman  about  it  the  other  day,  when  we 
were  talking  over  matters  before  this  committee. 
He  asked  me  what  was  going  to  be  done  with  the 
order  I  introduced  for  a  building  in  the  West  End, 
and  I  told  him  it  would  be  just  as  well  to  let  the 
order  go  over  to  the  next  City  Council  rather  than 
to  have  it  placed  on  file  or  indefinitely  postponed. 
I  am  making  this  statement  so  that  the  people  of 
the  district  may  realize  that  the  Council  has  not 
forgotten  about  the  building.  I,  for  one,  have  not 
forgotten  about  the  building,  and  it  is  going  to  be 
my  duty  to  do  my  part  the  coming  year  to  get  an 
appropriation  for  it.  Of  course  we  must' first  try 
to  get  a  location.  If  the  Mayor  does  not  want  to 
use  the  Blossom  street  building  he  should  send 
out  his  real  estate  expert  and  find  a  site  and  then 
send  the  order  to  us  for  its  purchase.  I,  for  one, 
shall  be  glad  to  vote  for  the  money  for  it.  Of 
course  the  Council  cannot  say  what  property  shall 
be  designated,  and  should  not  say  so;  but  if  the 
Mayor  will  send  in  an  order  for  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money  to  purchase  the  land  for  a  building  I  will 
vote  for  it  just  as  soon  as  I  get  the  chance,  and  I 
think  all  the  other  members  of  the  Council  will  do 
the  same  thing.     I  don't  think  the  people  of  this 


district  should  feel  that  the  Council  has  neglected 
them  entirely  or  that  it  has  forgotten  about  them. 
I  chink,  to  use  the  ordinary  everyday  expression 
of  the  streets,  the  Council  in  this  matter  of  a  munic- 
ipal building  for  the  West  End  will  make  good, 
and  within  a  reasonable  time. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 


STORAGE   OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Notices  were  received  of  intention  to  continue 
the  use  of  premises  for  explosives  or  inflammable 
fluids,  viz.: 

Ellen  Murphy  heirs,  keeping  of  gasolene,  61 
Burt  street. 

Police  Commissioner,  keeping  of  gasolene,  17 
Dickens  street. 

Max  B.  Bloom,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene, 
193  Humboldt  avenue. 

Holt  &  Bugbee  Company,  keeping  of  gasolene, 
295  Medford  street,  Charlestown. 

Henry  P.  Oakman,  keeping  of  gasolene,  3  Oak- 
man  street. 

John  Tonge,  keeping  and  sale  of  gasolene,  209 
South  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Justin  M.  Tibbetts,  keeping  of  gasolene,  62 
Sawyer  avenue,  Dorchester. 

Alfred  Hale  Rubber  Company,  keeping  of  gaso- 
lene, 17  Covington  street,  South  Boston. 

Cemetery  Department,  City  of  Boston,  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery,  keeping  and  storage  of  dynamite, 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

Cemetery  Department,  City  of  Boston,  keeping 
and  storage  of  dynamite,  Fairview  Cemetery. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  HAGAN  "submitted  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  eight  newsboys  and  three  vendors  for 
minors'  licenses — recommending  that  licenses  be 
granted. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  licenses  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions. 


CONSTABLE'S  APPOINTMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Lloyd  N. 
Young  withdrawing  his  application  for  appoint- 
ment as  constable. 

The  appointment  for  constable  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 


LOAN  FOR  BRIDGE,  BROOKLINE  AVENUE. 

President  HAGAN  called  up  unfinished  business, 
No.  1,  viz.: 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty-five  thousand 
dollars  be  appropriated  for  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  over  the  tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  at  Brookline  avenue,  and  that  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount  and  for  said  purpose. 

On  January  15,  1917,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  9. 

The  order  was  given  its  final  reading  and  passed, 
yeas  6,  nays  0. 


COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Catherine  Marshall 
(referred  January  8)  for  return  of  cash  advanced 
for  bail — recommending  reference  of  the  same  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Report  accepted;    said  reference  ordered. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  22)  to 
increase  pay  of  matrons  at  House  of  Detention — 
recommending  reference  of  same  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Report  accepted;    said  reference  ordered. 


CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  reports'  on  petitions  referred  to 
said  committee  during  the  municipal  year  of  1916 
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for  compensation  for  damages,  personal  and 
property— that  the  same  be  given  leave  to  with- 
draw (that  action  being  recommended  by  the 
Law  Department),  viz.: 

H  P.  Abbott,  for  damage  to  property  at  So 
Bedford  street  by  Fire  Department  apparatus 

Francis  W.  Adams,  that  the  city  repair  brick 
wall  in  rear  of  755  Tremont  street  damaged  by  a 
city  team.  . 

Bella  Albit,  for  injuries  received. 

Sebastiano  Aligatta,  for  damage  to  wagon  by 
a  city  team.  .,       r     * 

James  W.  Allan  el  at,  for  compensation  tor  loss 

of  life  of  son.  ...  ,    , 

Rebecca  Askenazy,  for  injuries  caused  by  a 
defect  at  367-391  Harrison  avenue.  . 

Chester  A.  Baker,  for  damages  by  flooding  ot 
bas'ement  at  29  Massachusetts  avenue. 

John  C.  Ban-,  husband  of  Paula  Barr,  for  illness 
of  said  Paula  caused  by  defective  drainage  in 
Franklin  Park.  ,  ,     . 

Paula  Barr,  for  illness  caused  by  defective  drain- 
age in  Franklin  Park.  ...  ,   , 

Mrs  E.  M.  Barratt,  for  injuries  received  be- 
cause of  a  fall  on  Walk  Hill  street. 

August  Beucks,  for  damages  by  surface  water 
Harriet   L.    Blanchard,    for   injuries   caused   by 
being  bitten  by  mad  dog  which  had  escaped  from 

agents  of  the  city.  . ' 

Mrs.  S.  Blotner,  for  damage  to  clothing  by 
projecting  wire.  _  ...  ,      ,  •, 

Annabelle  Bowditch,  for  injuries  received  while 
tobogganing  at  Franklin  Park. 

A     G     Brady,    for   damage  to   property    at    is 
Humphreys  place  by  water  being  turned  off  and  on. 
Duncan  Brash,   for  damage  to   automobile   by 
defect  in  Perkins  street. 

P.  Breen,  for  damage  to  wagon  by  team  ot 
Public  Works  Department. 

P  Fred  Brine,  for  damages  at  Hotel  Buck- 
minster  by  overflow  of  sewer  in  Beacon  street.    . 

Rena  M.  Browne,  for  damage  to  clothing  by 
tar  on  a  bench  in  the  Public  Garden 

Lizzie  Buzzell,  for  injuries  caused  by  a  delect 
in  Kearsarge  avenue. 

Ellen  Carlin,  for  damages  at  288  Shawmut 
avenue  by  bursting  of  water  main. 

Owen  Carroll,  for  injuries  received  February  1.1, 
1916   on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  Charlestown. 

Joanna  B.    Casey,    for   damages    to  a  garbage 
receiver  at  27  Greenbrier  street  by  a  city  employee 
Michael  Caughev,  for  injuries  caused  by  detect 
in  highway  opposite  No.  59  Fleet  street. 

Joseph  L.  Clapp,  for  damage  to  clothing  by  a 
snowslide  from  the  Old  State  House. 

George  Clausen,  for  illness  caused  by  defective 
drainage  in  Franklin  Park. 

Oda  Clausen,  for  illness  caused  by  defective 
drainage  in  Franklin  Park. 

Chester  Conant,  for  injuries  caused  by  a  city 
employee  in  breaking  up  ice  on  Beverly  street 

Margaret  E.  Corbett,  for  injuries  received  by  a 
defect  in  Columbus  avenue. 

Richard  Cosby,  for  damage  to  clothing  by  a 
snowslide  from  Police  Station  No.  2. 

James  Corsano,  to  be  refunded  amount  ot  tee  tor 
building  which  cannot  now  be  legally  erected. 

Lucia  Covina,  for  injuries  received  because  ot  a 
defect  at  149  Salem  street. 

John  F.  Cowan,  for  damage  to  clothing  b>  a 
snowslide  from  police  station  house  in  City  Hall 

"^Michael  Covne,  Jr.,  for  injuries  received  because 
of  a  snowslide  at  79  Broadway. 

Mrs.  J.  Croke,  for  damages  at  7  Josephine  street 
by  overflow  of  sewage.  . 

John  P  Crowley,  to  be  paid  for  expense  incurred 
for  injuries,  etc.,  received  while  assisting  a  police 
officer  make  arrest.  •.  '■■■ 

Gerda  O.  Cullman,  for  damages  at  41  Evelyn 
street  by   employees   of   the   city    while    spraying 

r<John  J.  Curran,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  for 
damages  by  stopping  up  of  sewer  at  3141  Wash- 
ington street.  ...  ,  , 

Mrs.  Leo  W.  Cashing,  for  injuries  caused  by  a 
fall  on  Portland  street. 

Ccliri  Cushner,  for  injuries  cruised  by  v.  ass  and 
debris  falling  from  an  electric  light  al  L2A<  nambers 
street.  .      ,  ,  .     ,, 

John  J.  Daly,  for  clothing  binned  in  the  inspec- 
tor's shanty  on  Ballou  avenue. 

R  N.  Daley,  M.  ')..  for  al  tendance  on  two  school 
children  at  the  ShuTtleff  School. 

Frank  D.  Ambrosio,  for  window  at  5  l'lrmklm 
avenue  broken  by  wagon  of  the  Public  Works 
Department. 


John  F.  Denning,  for  damages  at  216  Broadway 
by  change  of  grade. 

John  A  DeVito,  for  refund  of  portion  of  fee  paid 
for  occupation  of  street,  985  Bennington  street. 

Harris  N.  Diekerman,  for  damages  at  631,  635, 
639  Morton  street  by  overflow  of  hydrant  on  Wel- 
ligton  Hill  street. 

Mrs.   W.    J.   Doherty,   for   damages   by  surface 

W  Drobnis  &  Green,  for  damages  at  623,  625,  627 
Morton  street  by  overflow  of  hydrant  in  Wellington 
Hill  street.  ,        ,        .. 

R  W.  Emery,  for  garbage  barrel  broken  by  city 
employees  at  226  Bay  State  road. 

J.  Walter  Farrel,  for  damages  to  automobile  by 
defect  in  Isabella  street. 

William  E.  Faulkner,  for  expense  incurred  on 
account  of  leak  in  water  pipe  at  290  Marlborough 

S  ^Samuel  Finkelstein,  for  injuries  received  at  the 

b°ChristarFischer,  for  illness  caused  by  defective 
drainage  in  Franklin  Park.  „_,..■_.,.  f  „ 
F  W  Fischer,  husband  of  Chnsta  Fischer,  for 
illness  of  said  Christa  caused  by  defective  drainage 
in  Franklin  Park.  i„c„„i.;,,~ 

Frode  Fischer,  for  illness  caused  by  defective 
drainage  in  Franklin  Park.  . 

Helge  Fischer,  for  illness  caused  by  defective 
drainage  in  Franklin  Park.  . 

Homo  Fischer,  for  illness  .  caused  by  defective 
drainage  in  Franklin  Park. 

Kaia  Fischer,  for  illness  caused  by  defective 
drainage  in  Franklin  Park.  i  *    i- 

Olga  Fischer,  for  illness  caused  by  detective 
drainage  in  Franklin  Park. 

Daniel  J.  Ford,  for  damage  to  property  at  cor- 
ner Walk  Hill  and  Harvard  streets  by  employees 
of  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department. 

Mrs.  Albert  B.  Fotch,  for  a  hearing  on  claim  on 
account  of  a  fall  on  sidewalk. 

Edward  Garnett,  for  injuries  caused  by  an 
obstruction  in  the  Sharp  School  ,,,r 

Simon  J.  Gerrior,  for  refund  of  fee  for  building 
permit  issued  February  1,  1916. 

Hannah  A.  Gilman,  for  damages  at  22  and  24 
Lorette  street  by  surface  water.   .... 

Jasper  Gray,  for  injuries  received  and  damage 
to  clothing  by  an  alleged  defect  corner  Blackstone 
and  Fulton  streets.  , 

Greater  New  York  Pickle  Works,  Inc.,  for 
repairs  to   automobile   damaged   on  East  Boston 

fS  Antonio  Gregori,  for  a  window  broken  and 
goods  damaged  at  383  Hanover  street  by  an  auto 
truck  of  the  Park  and  Recreation  DePal'tm,?ntW  . 
Annie  M.  Halloran,  for  damages  at  208  West 
Canton  street  by  bursting  of  a  water  mam. 

Estate  of  Charles  H.  Hanlon,  for  damages  at 
297  Atlantic  avenue  by  laying  of  water  pipes. 

Catherine  J.  Hannon,  for  a.  hearing  on  her 
claim  on  account  of  injuries  received. 

Agnes  Harrington,  for  injuries  received  from  a 
fall  on  sidewalk  outside  of  City  Hospital. 

James  Henderson,  to  have  refunded  amount 
paid  for  building  permit  for  house  at  82  Johnswood 

r°lngemann  Herskind,.  for  illness  caused  by  defec- 
tive drainage  in  Franklin  Park.  . 

Nathaniel  G  Hill,  for  damages  at  43o  Main 
street,  Charlestown,  by  Fire  Department  apparatus 

George  B.  Hinman,  for  damage  to  automobile 

byWillitaymC X  Iversen,  husband  of  Petrea  Iversen, 
for  illness  and  death  of  said  Petrea  caused  by 
defective  drainage  in  Franklin  Park 

William  J.  Iversen  administrator  estate  0 
Petrea  Iversen,  for  illness  and  death  of  said 
Petrea  caused  by  defective  drainage  in  Franklin 

Pajohn  M.  Jackson,  for  damage  to  automobile  by 
a  defect  in  roadway  on  Dudley  street. 

J  J.  Johnston,  for  refund  of  fee  paid  for  two 
permits  for  building   at   260   and   262   Brooklme 

^Trustees    under   will    of   Eben   D.    Jordan,  for 

damages  at   So  Bedford  street  by  I'ire  Department 

^achador  Kamian,  for  windows  broken  by 
Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Mary  E.  Kiernan,  for  injuries  caused  bj  defect 
in  brick  pavement  in  yard  of  ( iaston  School. 

Harold  Kn.idso,,,  for  illness  caused  by  detective 
drainage  in  Franklin Park.  r,„v,,in  _trpr. 

Grace  Lanes,  for  damages  at  71  Claxton  street 
by  bursting  of  a  water  main. 
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Joseph  Lanzillo,  for  damage  to  property  at  53 
Chelsea  street  by  overflow  of  sewer. 

Mrs.  Levin,  for  damages  at  94  Erie  street  by 
surface  water. 

John  T.  Lundstrom,  for  expense  of  repairs  on 
sewer  on  Fairview  street. 

Daniel  J.  Lynch,  for  clothing  burned  in  in- 
spector's shanty  on  Ballou  avenue. 

Mrs.  Delia  Lynch,  for  personal  injuries  caused 
by  a  fall  on  Rochester  street. 

Alice  R.  Lyons,  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect 
in  Columbia  road. 

Joseph  McCarthy,  for  damage  by  backing  up 
of  sewer  at  20  Woodrow  avenue. 

Edward  McManus,  for  injuries  received  on 
Massachusetts  avenue  January  12,  1916. 

Sadie  McGonagle,  for  injuries  received  and 
damages  at  Hotel  Buckminster  by  a  defective 
sewer  in  Beacon  street. 

Peter  F.  Maher,  for  damages  at  165,  167,  168 
Norfolk  street  by  being  flooded  with  water. 

John  J.  and  Ellen  Mahoney,  for  damages  at 
529  Geneva  avenue  by  City  Hospital  ambulance. 

Mansion  House  Ice  Cream  Company,  for  in- 
jury to  truck  by  a  team  of  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment. 

Vivian  Martin,  for  injuries  received  because  of 
a  defective  coal-hole  cover  at  16  Holyoke  street. 

Doris  L.  Marr,  for  damage  to  suit  by  being 
splashed  with  mud. 

Massachusetts  Breweries  Company,  for  damages 
by  the  disconnecting  of  sewer  pipe  in  Conant  street. 

Metropolitan  Coal  Company,  for  damage  to 
lighter  at  Congress  Street  .Bridge. 

Anna    Moller,   for   illness   caused   by   defective  • 
drainage  in  Franklin  Park. 

Hans  Stern  Moller,  husband  of  Anna  Moller,  for 
illness  of  said  Anna  caused  by  defective  drainage 
in  Franklin  Park. 

Mary  K.  Moran,  for  damage  by  sewage  at  124 
Coleridge  street,  East  Boston. 

Morrison  &  Shief ,  for  damage  to  auto  truck  by  a 
city  team. 

Thomas  Mulhern,  to  be  refunded  a  certain 
amount  paid  by  him  for  water  taxes. 

Murphy  Brothers,  for  damage  to  team  on  Atlan- 
tic avenue  by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 

John  J.  Murphy,  for  a  hearing  on  claim  on 
account  of  injuries  to  horse  on  Massachusetts 
avenue  in  1909. 

Ina  Nadreau,  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect  in 
Summer  street. 

New  England  Newspaper  Publishing  Company, 
for  damage  to  automobile  by  Fire  Department 
service  car. 

Isabelle  Nickerson,  for  injuries  caused  by  defect 
in  highway  at  Fort  Hill  square. 

Laura  Noll,  for  injuries  received  because  of 
defect  in  highway  in  December,  1914. 

George  H.  Noone,  for  horse  killed  while  in  use 
by  the  city. 

Sarah  B.  Ogier,  to  be  refunded  amount  of  water 
tax  at  9-11  Kensington  street,  paid  under  protest. 

Joseph  H.  O'Toole,  for  injuries  received  while  in 
the  employ  of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Parker  Masters  Company,  for  damage  to  goods 
by  break  in  water  pipe  in  Washington  street. 

S.  M.  Paterson,  for  damage  to  automobile 
while  crossing  East  Boston  Ferry. 

George  Patterson,  for  injuries  received  from 
fall  on  sidewalk. 

Gregor  Peters,  to  have  refunded  fee  for  permit 
to  display  and  sell  fruit  in  front  of  30  Canal  street. 

Henry  F.  Pickett,  for  garment  lost  at  the  City 
Hospital. 

Mary  B.  Price,  for  injuries  received  by  fall 
on  steps  of  Armory  Building,  Bremen  and  Maverick 
streets. 

Ellen  Rasmussen,  for  illness  caused  by  defective 
drainage  in  Franklin  Park. 

Ruth  Rasmussen,  for  illness  caused  by  defective 
drainage  in  Franklin  Park. 

Edward  Raulins,  for  damage  to  automobile  by 
a  defect  in  Beacon  street. 

B.  T.  Read,  for  damages  to  clothing,  etc.,  by  a 
street  sprinkling  cart. 

Ralph  W.  Redding,  for  damage  to  building  in 
Congress  and  A  streets  by  Fire  Department 
apparatus. 

Mrs.  Julia  Reilly,  for  damage  to  clothing  by  a 
defective  crosswalk  on  Boylston  street,  near 
Exeter  street. 

Albert  A.  Rigby,  for  injuries  to  his  son  and 
damage  to  clothing  by  a  fire  chief's  car  at  corner 
of  Belvidere  and  Dalton  streets. 

William  L.  Ripley,  for  a  hearing  on  claim  for 
damages  to  automobile  by  Fire  Department 
apparatus. 


Joseph  Rittenberg,  to  be  refunded  amount  of 
water  tax  at  85  Myrtle  street  which  should  have 
been  paid  by  previous  owner. 

Madaline  Roccbi,  for  injuries  received  in  the 
Franklin  street  tunnel,  Brighton. 

Mrs.  Ida  L.  Robinson,  for  damages  at  16  and  18 
Humphreys  place  by  water  being  turned  off  and  on. 

Howard  C.  Rogers,  for  damage  to  automobile  by 
a  city  wagon. 

George  Rosemond,  for  injuries  caused  by  a  defect 
in  highway,  corner  of  Broadway  extension  and 
Albany  street. 

Joseph  Rubenstein,  for  damage  to  daughter's 
clothing  by  employees  of  the  Street  Cleaning 
Service. 

John  Scanlon,  for  injuries  caused  by  being  struck 
by  a  barrel  thrown  by  an  employee  of  the  Sanitary 
Service. 

Honora  Scott,  for  the  release  of  a  covenant  with 
the  city  relative  to  a  bulkhead  at  78  Medford 
street,  Charlestown. 

Robert  Carl  Schimmel,  for  damage  to  automo- 
bile by  defect  in  roadway  at  200-250  Columbus 
avenue. 

Magdalena  Schwendewmann,  for  damages  at 
46  Chestnut  avenue  by  stoppage  of  sewer. 

Scribner  &  Campbell's  Express,  to  be  paid  for 
damage  to  team  by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Alexander  Shapior,  to  be  refunded  portion  of 
amount  paid  for  permits  issued  by  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works. 

A.  Vere  Shaw,  for  damage  to  automobile  by  ice  in 
Beacon  street. 

Daniel  F.  Shea,  for  injuries  received  at  Parker 
Hill  reservoir  property. 

Mrs.  Nellie  B.  Sherry  and  Mrs.  Daniel  J.  Green, 
for  damage  to  clothing  by  a  city  watering  cart. 

Joseph  Siegel,  for  damages  by  sewer  at  87  St. 
Stephen  street. 

Elizabeth  Silverman,  for  coal-hole  cover  at 
2  Smith  court  broken  by  a  city  ash  team. 

Smith  &  Lovett  Company,  to  be  paid  for  lights  of 
glass  broken  by  stones  from  the  Ward  7  Playground. 

Michael  Solari,  for  damages  by  surface  water  at 
9  Leyden  street. 

Magna  Sorensen,  for  illness  caused  by  defective 
drainage  in  Franklin  Park. 

R.  Clipton  Sturgis,  for  damage  to  auto. 

Sullivan's  Somerville  Express,  to  be  paid  for 
damage  to  team  by  a  city  cart. 

John  Swanberg,  for  injuries  received  on  North 
Ferry. 

Daniel  F.  Sweeney,  for  damage  to  drain  at  10 
Bullard  street  by  blasting. 

Marion  L.  Thompson,  for  injuries  received  and 
damage  to  clothing  by  a  snowslide  from  the  Old 
State  House. 

Joseph  H.  Turner,  for  expense  of  repairing 
house  drain  at  163-165  Cabot  street,  on  account 
of  a  defective  main  sewer. 

Frederick  H.  Verhaeff,  M.  D.,  for  damage  to 
automobile  by  a  wagon  of  the  Sanitary  Service. 

George  Voye,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  on 
account  of  the  death  of  his  child  caused  by  his 
being  struck  by  a  city  team. 

W.  J.  Walker,  for  damage  to  motorcycle  while 
crossing  Beacon  street  on  Massachusetts  avenue. 

Walkup  Brothers,  for  damage  to  wagon  by  a 
city  ash  team. 

James  H.  Walsh  and  L.  V.  Niles,  for  damages 
by  sewage  at  7,  8,  9  and  10  Washington  Street 
North. 

Joanna  Waters,  for  injuries  caused  by  a  fall 
corner  Warren  avenue  and  Clarendon  street. 

Peter  and  Annie  Welch,  for  damage  caused  by 
leak  in  main  water  pipe. 

William  T.  Welch,  to  be  paid  amount  of  money 
stolen  from  his  room  while  an  employee  at  the 
House  of  Correction,  Deer  Island. 

Mrs.  F.  J.  Welling,  for  damages  by  overflow  of 
sewer  at  714  Havre  street,  East  Boston. 

Jane  Wilson,  for  injuries  received  from  a  fall  on 
the  street  back  of  the  South  Station. 

M.  K.  Wood,  for  clothing  damaged  by  a  water- 
ing cart  on  Summer  street. 

Mrs.  Annie  Wright,^  for  damage  at  10  Reno 
street  by  break  in  pipe  in  street. 

Marion  A.  Youngjohn,  for  damages  at  studio 
at  159A  Tremont  street  by  Fire  Department 
employees. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  petitioners  given 
leave  to  withdraw. 


NAMING   OF  SQUARE,   ROXBURY. 

"  Coun.  BALLANTYNE   offered  an  order— That 
he  space  at  the  junction  of  Cabot,  Tremont  and 
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Hammond  streets,  Roxbury,  be  hereafter  known 
as_  Frederick  Douglass  square,  and  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  cause  said  location  to 
be  properly  designated  by  signs. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


RECESS  TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.33  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COLEMAN,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
'call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the 
President  at  4.15  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 
Coun.    COLEMAN,    for    the   Executive    Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following,  viz.: 

(1)  Report  on  petition  of  John  Kelly  (referred 
today)  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 765  of  the  Acts  of  1914 — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  John  Kelly,  employed  in  the  labor  service  of 
the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

(2)  Reports  on  various  papers — that  the  same 
be  placed  on  file,  viz.: 

Communication  from  Finance  Commission 
(referred  August  28)  as  to  the  segregated  budget. 

Communication  from  Finance  Commission  (re- 
ferred November  20)  as  to  street  construction. 

Communication  from  Finance  Commission  (re- 
ferred 1915)  on  use  of  automobiles. 

Message  of  Mayor  and  communication  from  Fire 
Commissioner  (referred  1915)  relative  to  equipping 
buildings  with  sprinklers. 

Message  of  Mayor  (referred  May  17)  relative  to 
way  in  which  money  wall  be  spent  for  street  repairs. 

Message  of  Mayor  and  communication  (referred 
1915)  relative  to  property  of  city  occupied  by  the 
Park  and  Recreation  and  Cemetery  Departments. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  papers  placed  on 
file. 

(3)  Reports  on  various  papers — that  no  further 
action  is  necessary: 

Wren  street,  Ward  23  (referred  1915),  sidewalk 
construction. 

Corbet  street,  Ward  24  (referred  1914),  sidewalk 
construction. 

Petition  of  Thomas  A.  Niland  el  al.  (referred 
January  31)  that  action  be  taken  to  cause  the 
Gas  and  Electric  Light  Commission  to  fix  the  price 
for  electric  lights  in  the  streets. 

Message  of  Mayor,  communication  and  order 
(referred  June  19)  for  appropriation  of  S5.000  for 
target  practice  for  militia. 

Order  (referred  March  6)  for  payment  to  widow 
of  Charles  E.  Silloway. 

Order  (referred  April  17)  to  accept  chapter  109, 
General  Acts  of  1916,  relative  to  interpreters  for 
Municipal  Civil  Court. 

Order  (referred  1915)  relative  to  employment 
of  boy  in  City  Messenger's  office. 

Order  (referred  1915)  to  rescind  orders  for 
arrangement  of  early  court  records. 

Order  (referred  1915)  to  discontinue  work  on 
early  court  files. 

Report  of  committee  and  ordinance  (referred 
1915)  to  prevent  noises  in  the  vicinity  of  hospitals, 
etc. 

Ordinance  (referred  1915)  to  amend  Boston 
building  limits. 

Order  (referred  1915)  for  vacation  of  two  weeks 
for  city  laborers,  etc. 

Message  of  Mayor  and  communication  (referred 
1914)  relative  to  dilapidated  buildings. 

Petition  of  Anne  Hutchinson  Statue  Committee 
(referred  1915)  that  income  of  Phillips  Street  Fund 
be  expended  for  said  statue, 

Order  (referre  1  April  25)  accepting  chapter  447, 
Acts  of  1912,  relative  to  veterans. 

Reports  severally  accepted. 


INSPECTION  OF  PRISONS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Inspection  of  Prisons,  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  of  the  City  Council,  appointed 
in   accordance   with   the  provisions   of   section    1, 


chapter  224,  of  the  Revised  Laws,  to  inspect  the 
prisons  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  has  attended  to 
its  duty  and  submits  the  following  report.  (Doc. 
123.) 

In  Citt  Council,  January  29,  1917. 
This  report  is  made  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  224  of  the  Revised  Laws,  by  the 
Committee  on  Prisons,  which  has  attended  to  its 
duty  and  submits  the  following:  The  institutions 
reported  on  are  the  House  of  Correction  at  Deer 
Island,  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  at  Rainsford 
Island  and  the  Suffolk  County  Jail  on  Charles 
street. 

Suffolk  Counts  Jail. 
In  their  visits  to  the  jail  on  Charles  street  the 
committee  found  the  buildings  and  grounds  well 
cared  for,  the  officers,  guards  and  matrons  attentive 
to  their  routine  duties,  the  food  wholesome  and  in 
sufficient  quantities,  and  the  prisoners  as  a  rule 
without  serious  complaints.  Although  reasonable 
discipline  is  maintained,  few  complaints  were  heard 
against  the  sheriff,  who  is  generally  regarded  by 
the  prisoners  as  doing  as  well  as  he  can  by  his 
charges. 

While  the  committee  gladly  acknowledges  these 
merits  in  the  jail  management,  it  is  obliged  to  speak 
just  as  frankly  concerning  what  it  believes  to  be 
serious  errors  in  the  conduct  of  the  jail.  Fortu- 
nately the  worst  error  has  recently  been  corrected, 
owing  to  the  fortuitous  resignation  of  the  medical 
adviser  rather  than  to  any  action  of  the  sheriff. 
This,  committee  long  ago  called  attention  to  the 
inability  of  Doctor  Cilley,  owing  to  advancing  years, 
to  carry  at  all  suitably  the  burdens  of  his  position. 
The  sheriff  in  his  wisdom  paid  not  the  least  heed 
to  our  advice,  but  furthermore  backed  up  the  doctor 
in  his  refusal  to  accede  to  any  of  our  suggestions 
with  reference  to  the  sadly  needed  improvement 
of  the  medical  service. 

We  felt  it  essential  that  the  doctor  should 
always  be  on  hand  to  examine  every  group  of 
prisoners  as  they  are  received  from  the  courts 
and  to  examine  them  again  when  they  are  dis- 
charged from  the  institution,  and  that  suitable 
record  be  made  of  every  one  suffering  from  any 
physical  or  mental  ailment.  We  were  dissatis- 
fied with  the  incomplete,  inadequate,  clumsy 
record  of  illnesses  kept  by  the  doctor  and  recom- 
mended a  simple  card  system  which  would  enable 
the  matter  to  be  handled  more  thoroughly  and 
accurately.  Doctor  Cilley  declined  to  make  any 
change.  We  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  doc- 
tor in  charge  should  be  a  resident  physician  and 
suitably  recompensed,  and  not  simply  on  call 
when  some  inmate  is  in  such  dire  straits  that  it 
seems  necessary  to  ring  up  and  rout  out  an  aged 
and  infirm  doctor  who  must  leave  his  comfortable 
home  and  brave  the  rain  and  the  cold  at  any  hour 
of  the  night.  Under  such  conditions  the  doctor 
is  not  so  likely  to  be  on  hand  when  he  is  needed. 
With  several  hundred  human  beings  in  his  care, 
and  most  of  them  more  or  less  abnormal  in  one 
way  '  or  another,  a  doctor  right  on  the  ground 
would  have  plenty  to  attend  to,  if  he  gave  his 
patients  the  care  that  the  people  of  Suffolk  County 
certainly  intend  them  to  have. 

In  our  last  visit  to  the  jail  we  had  a  vivid  and 
very  unpleasant  illustration  of  the  merit  -of  our 
recommendations.  A  large  group  of  prisoners  had 
just  been  ushered  in.  They  were  being  crowded 
temporarily  into  two  cells  where  there  was  neither 
space  nor  air  sufficient  for  their  accommodation. 
One  young  fellow  was  evidently  just  about  to 
collapse.  With  no'  physician  at  hand  to  say 
whether  he  was  a  drunk,  a  dope,  suffering  from  a 
weak  heart  or  a  fractured  skull,  he  was  hustled 
with  the  others  into  this  crowded  cell  where  he 
dropped  suddenly  to  the  floor,  hitting  his  head 
with  a  resounding  whack  on  the  iron  floor  and 
going  off  into  convulsions. 

Perhaps  this  prisoner  was  a  "dope."  It  was 
anybody's1  guess.  The  doctor  was  not  on  hand. 
The  young  man  was  carried  downstairs,  pre- 
sumably to  a  padded  cell  where  all  such  ruses  go 
to  await  the  coming  of  the  doctor,  whenever  thai 
might  In-. 

In  the  women's  department  during  this  same 
visit  we  lame  across  another  case  of  extreme  illness 
where  tin-  medical  care  was  conspicuous  by  its 
absence. 

After  consulting  the  best  prison  authority  in 
the  state  as  to  the   wisdom   of  putting  two  men   in 

cell  and  receiving  his  unqualified  disapproval 

of  such  course  under  any  and  nil  circumstances, 
we  were  surprised  to  find  in  one  cell  a  tuberculous 
prisoner    and    one    who    was    still    perfectlj     well. 
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We  know  that  the  sheriff  is  unable  always  to  give 
each  man  a  separate  cell  owing  to  his  limited 
accommodations,  and  we  have  recognized  that 
there  are  at  times  some  advantages  to  offset  the 
disadvantages  in  putting  two  men  in  a  cell,  es- 
pecially when  you  are  obliged  to  do  something  of 
that  kind;  but  we  felt  that  any  proper  medical 
supervision  would  have  prevented  such  a  case  of 
doubling  up  as  we  discovered.  It  is  much  better, 
say  the  experts,  to  put  three,  four  or  five  men  in 
a  very  large  cell  than  to  put  two  in  an  ordinary 

n.ll 

Our  recommendation  of  a  year  ago  that  facili- 
ties for  baking  be  added  to  the  kitchen  equipment 
has  received  no  attention.  The  same  thing  hap- 
pened to  our  request  that  Sunday  religious  services, 
be  provided.  Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish 
services  might  easily  be  arranged  quarterly  in 
advance.  Of  course  the  attendance  should  be 
voluntary.  The  sheriff  was  requested  in  our  last 
report  to  study  the  question  of  introducing  some 
industry  into  the  jail  and  make  some  recommenda- 
tion.    We  have  heard  nothing  from  it. 

Prisoners  make  two  very  just  complaints.  Men 
are  held  waiting  for  trial  an  unreasonable  length 
of  time — sometimes  more  than  a  year.  This  is 
certainly  an  outrage  for  which  the  court  and  not 
the  sheriff  is  responsible.  The  opportunity  for 
outdoor  exercise  is  altogether  too  limited.  Prison- 
ers suffer  from  the  lack  of  it.  The  committee 
promised  a  year  ago  the  cooperation  of  the  County 
Commissioners  with  the  sheriff  in  any  plan  he 
might  devise  for  permitting  daily  open-air  exercise 
for  all  the  inmates.  Nothing  has  ever  been  done 
about  the  matter. 

We  wish  to  give  the  sheriff  credit  for  inaugura- 
ting a  plan  by  which  honor  prisoners  are  employed 
by  the  day,  outside  the  prison  walls,  and  are  allowed 
to  earn  something  for  their  families  or  against  the 
time  when  they  are  released.  This  plan  has  been 
carried  out  very  successfully  with  great  benefit 
to  the  men,  and  in  spite  of  some  unfavorable  criti- 
cism of  the  sheriff  inside  and  outside  of  the  jail. 
Only  one  prisoner  abused  his  privilege  by  escaping, 
and  he  was  brought  back  in  due  time.  This  move 
is  certainly  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  We  would 
only  suggest  that  a  reasonable  portion  of  the 
money  a  prisoner  has  earned  to  take  out  with  him 
be  invested  in  fittings  for  his  use  before  he  departs. 

During  one  of  our  visits  our  attention  was  called 
to  the  dangerous  condition  of  the  jail  wall  on  the 
Fruit  street  side  of  the  grounds.  It  was  badly 
out  of  plumb  and  in  need  of  complete  rebuilding. 
After  consulting  the  Public  Buildings  Department 
of  the  city,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  sheriff, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  City  Council 
passed  a  special  appropriation  for  the  rebuilding 
of  this  damaged  section  of  the  wall. 


Suffolk  School  fob  Boys. 

Our  visits  to  Rainsford  Island  convinced  us  that 
the  trustees  and  officers  are  carrying  on  this  school 
for  boys  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  We  saw 
nothing  worthy  of  serious  criticism,  and  prompt 
advantage  was  taken  of  such  suggestions  for  im- 
provement as  we  were  able  to  make. 

The  Point  Cottage  is  serving  its  purpose  admi- 
rably as  a  means  of  segregating  the  younger  boys, 
and  is  well  worth  what  little  it  has  cost  to  put  it 
into  commission. 

A  row  of  trees  has  been  planted  at  one  end  of  the 
playground,  adding  materially  to  its  attractive- 
ness, but  we  urge  still  further  development  of  this 
playground  after  consultation  with  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Department. 

A  reservoir  has  been  built  to  afford  a  high  pres- 
sure water  supply  in  case  of  fire. 

We  investigated  with  reference  to  some  reports 
that  had  reached  us  concerning  rough  and  unwar- 
ranted discipline  exercised  by  one  of  the  officers 
and  talked  with  some  of  the  boys  concerned,  with 
Superintendent  Ryan  and  the  officer  iii  question. 
A  change  was  promptly  made. 

Among  the  physical  improvements  made  since 
our  last  report  we  noted: 

1.  All  wooden  buildings  shingled  and  painted. 

2.  Engine  room  made  fireproof. 

3.  Office  remodeled  and  made  fireproof. 

4.  All  electric  wires  in  institution  building  put 
in  conduits. 

5.  The  old  abandoned  cell  rooms  made  over 
into  officers'  quarters. 

6.  New  lavatories,  bowls  and  bathtubs  installed 
in  bathrooms. 

7.  Wharf  replanked  and  new  pilings  replaced 
old  ones. 


8.  A  lawn  made  in  front  of  institution  build- 
ing with  cement  curbing. 

9.  A  cement  bench  running  the  length  of  the 
playground  replaces  the  old  one. 

10.  An  auxiliary  engine  installed. 

The  boys  in  dress  and  cleanliness  presented  a 
good  appearance  and,  whether  in  school  or  at 
work,  seemed  to  be  in  a  healthy  frame  of  mind. 

We  recommend  the  completion  of  the  high  pres- 
sure service  for  fire  control,  and  the  completion  of 
the  piggery  and  henhouse.  The  necessity  for 
the  former  was  made  freshly  manifest  by  the  total 
destruction  by  fire  of  the  shoe  shop  on  December 
22. 

House  of  Cobeection. 

In  view  of  the  charges  made  against  the  manage- 
ment of  this  institution  at  Deer  Island  about  a 
year  ago,  this  committee  has  exercised  special 
care  in  its  supervision  of  this  work,  making  more 
visits  than  usual  and. spending  more  time  inquiring 
into  details.  During  our  earlier  visits  we  cross 
examined  privately  many  of  the  prisoners,  men 
and  women,  who  had  been  making  complaints. 

Under  the  management  of  the  new  master, 
James  H.  Burke,  the  more  serious  complaints 
promptly  disappeared,  and  although  prisoners  as 
a  rule  are  never  quite  happy  or  free  from  much 
petty  fault-finding  we  think  the  conditions  at 
Deer  Island  at  the  present  time,  as  to  physical 
cleanliness,  absence  of  "dope,"  proper  and  ade- 
quate food,  necessary  but  reasonable  discipline, 
are  entirely  creditable  to  those  who  are  in  charge. 

We  have  visited  the  institution  in  groups  and 
singly,  by  appointment  and  unexpectedly,  during 
the  day  and  at  night,  and  have  always  found  the 
buildings  and  grounds  in  excellent  condition-; 
everything  neat  and  orderly,  and  officers  and  guards 
attending  to  their  duties. 

On  one  visit  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
had  a  long  talk  with  a  large  group  of  prisoners  in 
the  yard  and  listened  to  a  long  string  of  minor 
complaints.  There  was  general  unanimity  on 
three  specific  charges. 

1.  It  was  claimed  that  the  wire  screen  between 
the  inmates  and  their  relatives  and  friends  in  the 
visiting  room  was  exceedingly  trying  to  the  eyes. 
There  was  some  justice  in  the  complaint,  and  the 
difficulty  is  to  be  remedied  by  inserting  small  panes 
of  glass  without  removing  the  screen  which  is 
necessary  to  prevent  the  passing  of  "dope"  from 
visitors  to  prisoners. 

2.  The  salt  mackerel  served  Thursday  mor- 
nings at  breakfast  was  declared  to  be  unfit  for 
human  beings.  Unexpectedly  to  officers  and 
prisoners,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Prisons  took  breakfast  one  Thursday  morning  with 
the  prisoners  and  found  the  salt  mackerel  to  be 
good  and  palatable. 

3.  The  air  at  night  in  the  upper  tiers  of  the  "  old 
prison"  was  bitterly  complained  of.  Unexpectedly 
to  everyone  on  the  island  the  chairman  spent  a 
night  in  one  of  those  very  cells  and  found  the  air 
as  sweet  and  fresh  as  in  his  own  bedroom  at  home. 

Of  course  these  tests  did  not  prove  everything, 
but  they  convinced  the  committee  that  conditions 
at  the  island  are  reasonably  good  on  the  very 
points  where  the  criticism  was  most  sharply  fo- 
cussed. 

A  good  job  was  done  by  the  prisoners  in  taking 
down  the  crumbling  towers  referred  to  in  the  last 
report  of  this  committee  and  finishing  the.  building 
with  square  corners. 

We  recommend  an  appropriation  for  a  new  coal 
shed,  a  new  cold  storage  house  and  a  suitable  vege- 
table storeroom.  A  much  needed  new  power  plant 
is  about  to  be  provided. 


A  Possible  Advantageous  Exchange. 

At  Deer  Island  there  is  a  magnificent  women's 
prison  building,  one  of  the  best  in  the  country,  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  never  used,  and  at  the 
Charles  Street  Jail  there  is  always  room  and  to 
spare  in  the  women's  department.  On  the  other 
hand,  both  at  Deer  Island  and  at  Charles  street  the 
accommodations  for  the  men  are  inadequate,  pre- 
venting a  desirable  and  even  necessary  segregation 
of  different  classes  and  cases  at  Deer  Island,  and 
forcing  the  putting  of  two  men  into  one  cell  in 
many  instances  at  the  Charles  Street  Jail. 

We  would'  recommend  to  the  proper  authorities 
the  consideration  of  the  possibility  of  transferring 
all  women  prisoners  to  the  Charles  Street  Jail, 
making  it  exclusively  an  institution  for  women, 
except  where  it  is  necessary  as  a  place  of  detention 
for  men,  and  to  devote  Deer  Island  exclusively  to 
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men,  thus  bringing  into  proper  use  the  extraordi- 
narily fine  facilities  offered  in  the  women's  prison. 

The  Work  of  the  Probation  Officer. 

The  committee  does  not  want  to  close  its  report 
without  calling  attention  to  the  excellent  work 
done  by  Assistant  Penal  Commissioner  George 
H.  Sheehan  along  the  line  of  probation  and  parole. 
We  have  watched  his  work  from  various  angles 
and  liave  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  our  highest 
commendation. 

During  the  year  he  interviewed  about  five 
thousand  prisoners  committed  to  the  House  of 
Correction  at  Deer  Island  and  to  the  Suffolk 
County  Jail.  Of  that  number  he  released  on  parole 
approximately  1,300,  of  which  eighty-nine  had  to 
be  returned  for  violation  of  the  conditions  of  their 
parole.  In  all  cases  where  parole  was  granted 
employment  was  obtained,  and  in  many  cases  em- 
ployment had  to  be  secured  a  second  or  third  time 
until  suitable  positions  were  found. 

One  interesting  and  valuable  feature  of  the 
parole  work  was  the  establishment  of  savings 
bank  accounts,  where  men  who  had  no  one  de- 
pendent upon  them  and  were  obtaining  fair  wages 
were  encouraged  to  start  bank  accounts  ranging 
from  $2  a  week  up  as  high  as  So  a  week.  This 
feature  proved  a  valuable  assistance  to  the  men 
in  enabling  them  to  keep  their  parole. 

The  appropriation  for  the  year  under  the  Uni- 
form Desertion  Act,  whereby  50  cents  a  day  is 
paid  to  the  wife  or  dependents  of  those  com- 
mitted for  nonsupport,  amounted  to  S12,500. 
Through  careful  attention  and  thorough  investiga- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  probation  officers,  many 
of  these  men  were  released  and  restored  to  their 
families  and '  positions  obtained  for  them,  thus 
not  only  relieving  the  city  of  the  payment  of  50 
cents  a  day  and  their  keep,  but  also  relieving  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  who  were  obliged  to  assist 
the  families  of  these  men. 

The  amount  paid  under  this  act  for  the  present 
year  will  probably  not  exceed  §8,000,  showing  a 
saving  of  over  $4,000.  In  many  cases,  men  whose 
probation  time  had  expired  continued  to  pay 
certain  amounts  at  Mr.  Sheehan's  office  every  week 
for  the  support  of  their  wives  and  families. 

Special  good  work  was  done  by  Miss  Josephine 
Kiley  among  the  women  committed  to  Deer 
Island.  She  obtained  positions  for  every  woman 
committed  to  Deer  Island  during  the  past  year. - 
In  most  cases  she  was  a"ble  to  secure  positions  for 
these  women  outside  the  city  where  they  are  re- 
moved from  the  temptations  which  they  meet  in 
Boston.  She  has  also  been  able  to  secure  trans- 
portation for  them  to  their  places  of  work. 
For  the  committee, 
George  W.  Coleman,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  printed  as 
a  city  document. 


ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  COLLINS,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Reports  on  various  papers — that  no  action 
is  necessary,  viz.: 

Ordinance  (referred  May  15)  relative  to  the 
sweeping  of  sidewalks. 

Ordinance  (referred  1914)  to  establish  a  Finance 
Department. 

Ordinance  (referred  1915)  for  the  licensing  of 
porters. 

Reports  accepted. 

2.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  January  31, 
1910)  establishing  a  municipal  standard  and  city 
flag — recommending  the  passage  of  said  ordi- 
nance with  the  following  amendments,  viz.: 

Strike  out  section  3  and  insert  in  place  thereof 
the  following: 


"Section  3.  The  city  flag  shall  be  displayed 
on  City  Hall,  and  may  be  displayed  on  Boston 
Common  on  occasions  when  the  national  flag 
is  ordered  displayed." 

Strike  out  of  section  4  in  the  first  line  the  word 
"shall,"  and  insert  in  place  thereof  the  word 
"may." 

Coun.  COLLINS — Mr.  President,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  ordinance  I  beg  to  say  that  it  was 
the  purpose  of  the  committee  to  first  receive  from 
the  Art  Department  the  approval  of  the  design 
and  to  then  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
ordinance.  That  approval  is  now  before  the 
committee,  and  I  respectfully  ask  that  the  report 
of  the  Art  Department  on  this  design  be  incor- 
porated in  the  minutes  of  the  meeting.  We  have 
stricken  from  the  ordinance  everything  pertaining 
to  the  display  of  the  flag  elsewhere  than  on  City 
Hall.  In  other  places  it  is  permissible,  not  man- 
datory. In  short,  Mr.  President,  the  committee 
has  concluded  that  this  particular  design,  as 
approved  by  the  Art  Department,  should  be 
adopted  as  the  design  of  the  city  flag  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted;    ordinance  adopted. 

The  communication  referred  to  by  Coun. 
Collins  is  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Art  Commission,  May  11,  1916. 
To  the  Chairman  City  Council: 

Dear  Sir, — The  Art  Commission  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  understanding  that  there  is  a  bill  before 
the  City  Council  for  the  adoption  of  a  civic  flag, 
wishes  to  recommend  the  passage  of  this  measure 
and  the  adoption  of  the  inclosed  design  for  the 
civic  flag. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Thomas  Allen,  Chairman. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING,   WEST   END. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE  offered  an  order—  Ordered, 
That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  submit 
to  the  City  Council  an  order  for  a  sum  of  money 
sufficient,  in  his  opinion,  to  cover  the  cost  of  a 
site  and  plans  for  a  new  municipal  building  in 
Ward  5,  West  End,  said  building  to  contain  an 
all-vear-round  bath  house. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  am  going 
to  ask  a  suspension  of  the  rule  so  that  this  order 
may  be  passed  today,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there 
is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  municipal  authorities 
to  keep  the  health  unit  in  a  separate  building,  and 
also  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  has  not  yet  received 
any  report  as  to  consolidation  of  the  department, 
the  order  having  been  introduced  in  the  Council 
October  17.  In  order  that  we  may  procure  a  new 
site  and  that  the  building  may  be  erected  I  have 
introduced  this  order.  The  Mayor  can  direct 
either  the  real  estate  expert  of  the  city  or  the 
Street  Commissioners  to  look  at  the  various  sites, 
and  when  he  gets  the  information  he  can  send  an 
order  to  the  Council  providing  the  sum  required 
for  a  site  and  also  for  plans  for  the  building.  The 
chances  will  then  be  that  a  beginning  will  be  made 
upon  the  municipal  building  for  Ward  5  this  year. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  passed. 


GENERAL    RECONSIDERATION. 

Coun.  COLLINS  moved  a  general  reconsidera- 
tion on  all  business  transacted  at  the  meeting, 
hoping  that  the  same  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 


Adjourned  at  4.20  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
COLLINS,  to  meet  Saturday,  February  3,  at 
10.30  a.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Saturday,  February  3,  1917. 
Finrfl  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  10.30  a.  m.,  Presi- 
dent    HAGAN     in    the     Chair.     Absent — Coun. 
Kenny  and  Storrovv. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  following  committee,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Anna  M.  Burns,  for  compensation  for  injury 
received  from  a  fall  at  579  East  Eighth  street. 

Dennis  J.  Collins,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  screw  on  drinking  fountain 
in  front  of  Faneuil  Hall. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Holm,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  defect  in  street  crossing  at  Dearborn  and 
Dudley  streets. 

Amasa  P.  Mallison,  for  hearing  on  claims  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries. 

Louis  Science,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  from  fall  at  1 1  Albany  street. 


CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  _  Reports  on  all  claims  acted  upon  during  the 
municipal  year  1916 — recommending  that  the  same 
be  printed  as  a  city  document. 

(Annexed  was  the  list  of  claims  referred  to.) 
Ordered  printed  as  a  city  document. 

2.  Reports  on  various  petitions  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage,  personal  and  property — recom- 
mending that  the  petitioners  be  given  leave  to  with- 
draw (the  same  being  recommended  by  the  Law 
Department),  viz.: 

Hajop  H.  Adjogian,  for  certain  articles  of 
clothing  taken  from  the  Broadway  Bathhouse. 

Leo  Albaum,  for  injuries  received  by  a  defect  in 
Haverhill  street. 

Albiani  Lunch  Company,  for  amount  of  tax 
which  was  paid  twice. 

John  A.  Alden,  for  injuries  received  on  the  East 
Boston  Ferry,  June  26,  1913. 

Simon  Alexander,  for  injuries  received  because  of 
a  defect  in  sidewalk  at  232  Hanover  street. 

Joseph  Allman,  for  injuries  received  by  a  defect 
at  509  Washington  street. 

Mrs.  Arene,  for  damages  at  5  Emmons  street, 
East  Boston,  by  sewage. 

Morris  Aronsky,  for  damages  at  1461  Columbus 
avenue   by  employees  of  the  Sanitary  Division. 

Atlantic  Express,  for  damage  to  caravan  by  Fire 
Department  apparatus. 

C.  C.  Bailey  Company,  for  damages  at  48  Canal 
street   by  a  defective  sewer  on  July  1,  1915. 

C.  C.  Bailey  Company,  for  damages  at  48  Canal 
street  caused  by  a  defective  sewer  on  July  8,  1915. 

Rosa  Barnett,  for  injuries  received  from  a  fall  at 
352  Harrison  avenue. 

Jonah  Barrah,  for  injuries  received  from  Fire 
Department  apparatus. 

William  Bartlett,  for  a  hearing  on  his  claim  on 
account  of  a  fall  at  78  London  street. 

Mary  A.  Bateman,  for  damages  to  sidewalk  at  27 
Duke  street  broken  by  an  employee  of  the  Sanitary 
Division. 

A.  Berkman  &  Co.,  for  damages  to  team  by  a 
street  cleaning  cart. 

A.  Berkman  &  Co.,  for  damage  to  team  by  a 
defect  in  highway  near  121  Hutohins  street,  Rox- 
bury. 

Walter  J.  Berry,  for  damage  to  automobile  by  an 
auto  street  sprinkler. 

Dr.  Samuel  Berry,  for  injuries  received  from  a 
fall  on  Cross  street,  corner  Haymarket  square. 

Henry  D.  Binney,  for  injuries  received  and 
damage  to  clothing  by  a  city  truck. 


Clara  Blanchard,  for  injuries  received  at  Munic- 
ipal Building,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Isaac  Blankenberg,  for  stopping  up  of  sewer  and 
damages  at  18  Leverett  street. 

_    Celia  Blotner,  for  damages  by  defective  fence 
in  Fort  Hill  square. 

J.  W.  Black,  for  damage  to  clothing  caused  by 
nail  in  tree  on  Portsmouth  street. 

Pietro  Bombardieri,  for  damage  to  wagon  by 
Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Vincenzo  Bonzagni  et  al.,  trustees,  that  the  city 
build  a  retaining  wall  on  its  (the  city's)  premises 
adjoining  47-55  Putnam  street. 

Bornstein  Real  Estate  Trust,  for  damage  by 
sewer  at  24  and  26  Salem  street. 

Boston  Lying-in  Hospital,  to  be  refunded  amount 
paid  for  refuse  tickets. 

Boston    Transfer    and    Forwarding    Company, 
for  injury  to  horse  by  a  defect  in  Rutherford  avenue. 
Ellen   J.    Bradford,   for   injuries   received   from 
falling  while  entering  City  Hall  elevator. 

Heirs  of  Thomas  Brennan,  for  damages  by 
sewer  crossing  rear  of  359  Baker  street. 

Ernest    Bretschneider,    for    damages    at    Oak- 
dale  terrace  by  employees  of  the  Sanitary  Division. 
C.  Brigham  Company,  for  damage  to  automobile 
by  city  team  at  corner  of  Lowell  and  Causeway 
streets. 

Brookline  Trust  Company,  for  damage  to  auto- 
mobile by  a  team  of  Public  Works  Department. 

Louise  Brooks,  for  damage  to  clothing  and 
person  caused  by  scattered  mud,  July  10. 

Martha  E.  Brown,  for  damage  to  clothing  by 
being  spattered  with  mud  on  Atlantic  avenue. 

Antonio  Bruno,  to  be  repaid  amount  of  tax 
which  was  paid  twice. 

Merrill  P.  Butler,  for  damage  to  auto  by  defect 
in  Commonwealth  avenue  at  new  Hotel  Kenmore. 
Henry  D.  Cahill,  for  damages  caused  by  being 
splashed  with  mud  at  corner  of  Elm  and  Washing- 
ton streets. 

E.  Campbell,  for  injuries  received  from  a  fall  on 
Boylston  street. 

George  Cannata,  for  overcoat,  etc.,  stolen  from 
locker  in  Ward  4  Municipal  Building. 

Nicholas  Carafotias,  for  damages  at  12  Spring 
street,  West  Roxbury,  by  sewer  construction. 

Carl  E.  Carlson,  for  damage  to  property,  286 
Walnut  avenue  and  83  Holworthy  street,  by  blast- 
ing. 

Vincenzo  Casazza,  for  injuries  received  at  a  fire 
at  79  Prince  street. 

Frank  H.  Cheney,  for  injuries  received  at  Munic- 
ipal Building,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Celia  Cohen,  for  damages  to  flour  by  backing  up 
of  sewer  at  10  Wall  street. 

Herman  Cohen,  for  damage  by  sewer. 
John  J.  Collins,  for  damage  by  bursting  of  hose 
on  city  watering  cart. 

E.  H.  Collupy,  for  damage  to  automobile  on  ferry 
boat  "D.  D.  Kelley." 

Commercial  Fruit  Company,  for  damages  at  56 
Commercial  street  by  sewer  work. 

Fillippo  Consolo,  for  money  stolen  from  locker 
at  North  End  Park. 

James  J.  Corliss,  for  damage  to  fence  at  63  Leon- 
ard street  by  city  employees. 

Richard  A.  Cosman,  for  injuries  caused  by  defect 
,at  junction  Massachusetts  avenue,  Southampton 
and  Gerard  streets. 

William  F.  Costello,  for  damage  to  wagon  by  a 
city  cart. 

John  E.  Counsens  Coal  Company,  for  damages 
by  stoppage  of  sewer  at  791  Commonwealth  avenue. 
William    Cowan,    for    property    stolen    at    the 
North  End  Park. 

Charles  Crawford,  to  be  repaid  expense  of  clear- 
ing title  to  estate  on  Burt  street,  Dorchester. 

Crawford  House  Auto  and  Taxi  Service  Com- 
pany, for  damages  to  automobile  by  a  city  wagon. 
Patrick  F.  Crosby,  for  wages  lost  while  absent  on 
account   of  injuries   received   while   an   attendant 
at  the  Zoo. 

Cudahy  Packing  Company,  for  damage  to  auto 
truck  by  Fire  Department. 

Cunningham  Motor  Renting  Company,  for 
damage  to  auto  truck  by  defect  in  Albany  street 
at  Dedham  street. 

Annie  M.  A.  Cushman,  for  illness  caused  by 
being  drenched  by  watering  cart  in  Forest  Hills 
square. 

Mrs.  J.  Daley,  for  clothing  of  son,  James,  lost 
while  he  was  a  patient  at  the  City  Hospital. 

Hugh  F.  Daly,  for  injuries  received  at  the 
Municipal  Building,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Gertrude  Dana,  for  injuries  caused  by  fall  at 
151  Tremont  street. 
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Clifton  S.  Day,  for  damage  to  motor  truck  by 
snow  and  ice  from  building  New  Faneuil  Hall 
Market. 

Ernesto  DeCamillis,  for  injuries  received  at  the 
North  Ferry,  East  Boston. 

Mrs.  DeNapoli,  for  damage  by  overflow  of 
brook  at  28  Lawn  street. 

Philip  DeRosa,  for  horse  shot  by  police  officer  on 
North  Margin  street. 

Raffaele  DeSisto,  for  injuries  received  while 
working  for  the  city. 

Felippo  DiBlasi,  for  injury  to  horse  by  water 
wagon  No.  18  on  Norman  street. 

Freeman  J.  Doe  Estate,  for  expense  incurred  at 
64-66  Pleasant  street  caused  by  defective    sewer. 
Hilda  Dolan,  for  injuries  received  by  fall  at  the 
Dorchester  High  School. 

John  Dooley,  for  damage  to  boat  by  a  boat  of 
the  City  of  Boston. 

D.  N.  Dopkeen,  for  damage  to  awning  at  1191 
Washington  street  by  watering  cart. 

Peter  Doyle,  for  injuries  received  while  in  the 
employ  of  the  city. 

Catherine  G.  Driscoll,  for  injuries  received  at 
Franklin  Field  House. 

James  Dunn,  to  be  repaid  amount  paid  to  city 
for  taxes. 

Dustoline  For  Roads  Company,  for  damage  to 
automobile  by  police  patrol  wagon. 

Martha  H.  Dyer,  for  damages  at  741  Shawmut 
avenue  by  stoppage  of  drain. 

A.  Edgcomb  Company,  for  injuries  to  horse  by 
defective  catch-basin,  corner  Essex  and  Kingston 
streets. 

Gertrude  Eilertsen,  for  damage  to  clothing  by 
watering  cart  in  Scollay  square. 

Mrs.  Fannie  Engle,  for  injury  to  her  son  by  city 
ash  team. 

Frank  F.  Ernst,  for  damage  at  186  Lamartine 
street  by  broken  water  pipe. 

E.  J.  Farley,  for  refund  of  fee  paid  for  street 
permit  which  was  not  used. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Fiorillo,  for  damages  by  overflow  of 
sewer  at  22  Haynes  street,  East  Boston. 

H.  H.  Fisher,  for  death  of  horse  caused  by  fall- 
ing into  a  city  scow. 

Louis  Fisher,  for  refund  of  fee  paid  for  permit 
for  building  in  Brighton,  which  cannot  be  used 
under  the  new  law. 

Edward  V.  FitzGerald,  for  damage  to  auto  by 
collision  with  city  automobile. 

Mrs.  Julia  B.  Fitzpatrick,  for  injuries  received 
in  the  City  Hall  Annex. 

Charles  Flaherty,  for  damages  at  5  Warrenton 
street  by  breaking  of  water  main. 

C.  Ray  Flanigan,  for  damage  to  hat  by  decora- 
tion blown  from  pole  on  Dartmouth  street. 

Frank  Fopiano,  for  damage  to  property  at  42 
North  Bennet  street  by  overflow  of  sewer. 

Giuseppe  Fortunati,  for  refund  of  amount  of 
tax  on  estate  203  Salem  street,  which  has  been 
paid  twice. 

Foster,  Adams  &  Gibbs,  for  damage  to  goods 
by  city  watering  cart. 

William  Francis,  for  damages  by  sewer  water 
at  10  Pond  street,  Dorchester. 

Ernest  Gallagher,  P.  P.  A.,  Benjamin  Gallagher, 
father,  for  sickness  and  medical  treatment  because 
of  defective  sewer  at  53  Bennington  street,  East 
Boston. 

Mrs.  George  H.  Gardner,  for  boiler  at  52  Patten 
street,  which  burst  because  of  bursting  of  water 
main  caused  by  blasting. 

Gustavus  A.  Gardner,  for  damage  to  fence  at 
52  Gladstone  street  by  change  of  grade  of  street. 

Ronald  J.  Gillis,  for  damages  to  estate,  corner 
Buttonwood  street  and  Columbia  road,  by  change 
of  grade  of  Buttonwood  street. 

Oilman  Brothers  (Inc.),  for  injuries  to  goods  at 
50  Franklin  street  by  water. 

John  H.  Glover,  for  damages  at  112  D  street 
by  improvement  in  Old  Colony  avenue. 

Sarah  Goodman,  for  damage  to  goods  at  13 
Oneida  street  by  defective  water  meter. 

Julia  Gordon,  to  be  repaid  tax  on  65  Brighton 
street,  which  was  paid  twice. 

Mrs.  Annie  Goren,  for  injuries  caused  by  being 
struck  by  stick  in  the  hands  of  a  city  employee. 

Patrick  Gorham,  for  damages  at  135  Bowen 
street  by  backflow  of  sewage. 

Andrew  J.  Granara,  for  damages  at  38  North 
Bennet  street  by  leak  in  sewer. 

Ellen  W.  Gray,  for  damage  to  auto  by  a  city 
team. 

Hans  C.  Hanson,  for  damage  to  automobile  by 
Fire  Department  apparatus. 
Arthur  Herculson,   for  damage  to  wagon  and 


loss  of  horse  by  limb  of  a  tree  on  Savin  Hill  avenue, 
at  the  John  Motley  Schoolhouse. 

John   H.   Hession,   for  garbage  can  broken  by 
city  employees. 

Mrs.  Delia  Hilbrunner,  for  damage  by  sewage 
at  3  Lark  street. 

Mary  Hillson,  for  injuries  from  a  fall  at  1283 
Washington  street. 

Keseall  Hoffman,  for  refund  of  amount  of  fee 

Pajdfor  entrance  to  sewer  at  419  Harrison  avenue. 

E»fabeth   J.   Hollis  et  al.,   for  damages   at   69 

Middle  street  by   break   in   water  pipe   in   Alger 

street,  November  5,  1911. 

Mrs.  Jennie  F.  Holmes,  for  damage  to  clothing 
by  street  mud. 

Margaret  A.  Holmes,  for  damage  to  clothing  by 
street  mud. 

Frank  T.  Horgan,  for  damages  at  394-396  West 
Broadway  by  leak  in  water  main. 

P.  A.  fiorton,  for  damage  to  automobile  by  Fire 
Department  apparatus. 

Hotel  Westminster,  for  damages  by  bursting  of 
water  main  in  Copley  square. 

F.  Howard,  for  injuries  by  defective  ballot  box 
at  city  election. 

S.  Louise  Hurd,  for  refund  of  portion  of  gypsy 
moth  assessment. 

Ida  Hurwitz,  for  damages  to  clothing  by  wheel- 
barrow in  the  hands  of  a  city  employee. 

Fred  Keaatz,  for  clothing  lost  at  City  Hospital 
while  he  was  a  patient  there. 

James  Kearney,  for  damages  by  overflow  of 
sewer  at  497  East  Sixth  street,  South  Boston. 

Hugh  D.  Kelly,  for  damages  at  1125-1129 
Dorchester  avenue  and  at  3-7  Melvinside  terrace 
by  overflow  of  sewer. 

William  Klein,  for  damages  at  283  C  street  by 
sewer  overflow. 

Annie  Krateman,  for  injuries  caused  by  accident 
at  1000  Washington  street. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Judge,  for  damages  by  bursting 
of  water  main  on  Chapman  street. 

Wadia  Lahan  (minor),  for  injuries  received  be- 
cause of  a  city  ash  cart  running  over  her  hand. 

John  Lane,  for  injuries  caused  by  being  kicked 
by  a  horse  while  in  the  employ  of  the  city. 

John  H.  Lane,  for  damages  by  break  in  water 
pipe  at  78  George  street,  Roxbury. 

Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Lee,  for  damages  at  54  Marion 
street,  East  Boston,  by  break  in  water  main. 

A.  J.  and  E.  P.  Legg,  for  a  hearing  on  their  claim 
for  damages  at  40  Geneva  avenue. 

James  Leonard,  for  damages  at  house  34  Bardwell 
street  by  construction  of  sewer  in  Ballard  street. 

Mrs.  Augustine  Lombard,  for  injuries  caused  by 
fall  at  Huntington  and  South  Huntington  avenues. 
Joseph  Lynch,  for  damages  by  defect  in  Chatham 
street. 

Mrs.  T.  H.  Lyons,  for  loss  and  inconveniences 
occasioned  by  the  shutting  off  of  water  at  28  Bow- 
man street. 

Mrs.  George  Mahan,  for  injuries  received  by  fall- 
ing through  a  hole  in  raft  at  Savin  Hill  Beach. 

Dennis  C.  Mahoney,  for  expense  incurred  on 
account  of  stopping  up  of  drain  at  72  Decatur 
street,  Charlestown. 

Katherine  J.  Maguire,  for  damages  at  1975-1979 
Columbus  avenue  by  water  in  cellar  from  a  street 
conduit. 

Samuel  G.  McCracken,  for  damage  to  property 
at  499  East  Sixth  street  by  stoppage  of  sewer. 

James  McDermott  and  Walter  Spratt,  for  hearing 
on  their  claims  for  damages  at  140  D  street  and 
39  West  Seventh  street,  respectively. 

James  R.  McDermott,  for  damages  at  140  D 
street  by  sewage. 

Patrick  F.  McDonough,  for  damages  at  53  Alger 
street  by  the  tearing  down  of  adjoining  building. 

W.  J.  McGonagle,  for  amount  of  doctor's  bill 
incurred  on  account  of  injuries  to  his  son  by  patrol 
wagon. 

Annie  McKinnon,  for  injuries  caused  by  a  fall 
corner  Summer  and  Kingston  streets. 

Annie  McLaughlin,  for  injuries  received  by  defect 
in  highway  at  8  Orchardfield  street. 

Mary  Ellen  Mehigan,  for  injuries  received  by 
herself  and  her  little  girl  by  a  defect  corner  Franklin 
and  Washington  streets. 

Estate  of  Henry  C.  Morse,  for  damages  at  676- 
678  Harrison  avenue  by  bursting  of  a  water  supply 
pipe. 

John  L.  Moylan,  for  injuries  to  his  son  by  defec- 
tive coal  chute  at  22  Irving  street. 

Fred  Arnold  Muller,  for  injuries  caused  by  slip- 
ping on  oily  floor  of  Florence  Street  Primary  School. 
Frederick  F.  Murphy,  for  damage  to  automobile 
by  a  patrol  wagon. 
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John  H.  Murphy,  for  damage  to  property  at  133- 
135  Walnut  street. 

John  Albert  Nelson,  for  injuries  received  by  being 
run  into  by  a  horse  and  wagon  of  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

New  England  Brewing  Company,  for  refund  of 
an  assessment  paid  for  a  sidewalk  on  Germania 
street. 

Northwestern  Syndicate  (Inc.),  for  damage  to 
wagon,  etc.,  by  a  defect  in  Haverhill  street. 

Thomas  F.  O'Brien,  for  damage  to  wagon  by  a 
city  ash  team. 

Anna  L.  O'Day,  for  injuries  caused  by  defect  in 
Avon  street. 

Charles  O'Flaherty,  for  damages  at  14  Earl  street, 
South  Boston,  by  overflow  of  water. 

Melvin  Parker,  a  minor,  by  Thomas  F.  Parker, 
father  and  next  friend,  for  injuries  received  by 
defect  in  public  park  at  City  Point. 

James  A.  Patsiades,  for  damages  by  surface 
water  at  96  Dartmouth  street. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Pinkham,  for  injuries  by  defect 
in  street  at  118  West  Newton  street. 

Bessie  Pinstein,  for  injuries  caused  by  defect 
corner  Chambers  and  Auburn  streets. 

John  Ponzio,  for  injuries  received  by  an  electric 
saw  at  Deer  Island. 

Walter  H.  Preble  Company,  for  fee  for  unused 
permit  for  sewer  repairs  at  12  Kneeland  street. 

Emily  Dutton  Proctor,  for  damages  at  10 
Thacher  street  by  surface  water. 

Mary  Pappas,  for  injuries  received  from  fall  at 
entrance  to  Common  on  Park  street. 

Margaret  Quill,  for  injuries  caused  by  defect  in 
sidewalk. 

Mary  L.  Rath,  for  damages  at  297  Hyde  Park 
avenue  by  obstruction  of  main  sewer. 

Scipione  Ratti  et  al.,  for  repayment  of  tax  paid 
twice  by  them. 

Edith  C.  Reichardt,  trustee,  for  repayment  of 
taxes  paid  twice  on  estate  8  Ludlow  street. 

Anthony  Reynolds,  for  damages  at  76  Boston 
street  by  fire  alarm  wires. 

Philip  Richenburg,  for  damage  to  clothing  by 
watering  cart  in  Scoliay  square. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Ridge,  for  injuries  caused  by 
fall  on  Emerson  street,  South  Boston. 

N.  W.  Robinson,  for  damages  at  1180  and  1182 
Dorchester  avenue  by  break  in  sewer  pipe. 

Richard  R.  Robinson,  for  damages  at  37  Dent 
street  by  sewer  construction. 

Elgin  Rockwell,  for  injuries  received  at  Savin 
Hill  Beach. 

Harlow  H.  Rogers,  to  have  recalled  tax  deed  of 
certain  land  on  South  Huntington  avenue. 

Mary  Rosen,  for  damages  at  2  Parkman  street 
and  40  North  Russell  street  by  water  from  defec- 
tive water  pipe. 

Max  Rosen,  for  an  accident  which  occurred 
because  of  there  being  no  signal  light  at  Chelsea 
bridge. 

Mrs.  James  Royall,  for  injuries  received  by  being 
knocked  down  by  a  mounted  police  officer. 

Henry  W.  Savage  (Inc.),  for  damages  at  163 
West  Canton  street  by  stoppage  of  drain. 

Mrs.  Charles  Schneider,  for  death  of  her  hus- 
band from  injuries  received  while  assisting  firemen. 

W.  A.  Sellin,  for  damages  at  2  Auburn  street  by 
Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Adolf  Shairer,  for  damages  at  24  Arcadia  park 
by  bursting  of  water  drain. 

Gertrude  M.  Shanley,  for  injuries  caused  by 
fall  on  Boston  Common. 

Hyman  Shrier,  for  damages  by  the  breaking  of 
sewer  at  51  Salem  street. 

Rose  Simons,  for  damage  to  property  at  139 
Harold  street  by  blasting. 

John  Slyva,  for  damages  at  88  Child  street, 
Hyde  Park,  by  obstruction  of  Corbctt's  brook  by 
city  employees. 

Walter  Spratt,  for  damage  by  sewerage  at  59 
West  Seventh  street. 

Alexander  Stein,  for  damage  to  automobile  by 
defect  in  Westville  street. 

Mrs.  Catherine  F.  Sullivan,  for  damages  at  975 
Canterbury  street  by  overflow  of  sewer. 

Daniel  M.  Sullivan,  for  injuries  received  at  the 
East  Boston  Relief  Hospital. 

Katherine  Sullivan,  for  damage  to  clothing  by 
defect  in  Farragut  road. 

Mary  H.  Tivnan,  for  damage  by  sewage  at 
32  Haynes  street. 

Justin  E.  Trcfry,  for  damages  to  his  daughter's 
clothing  by  being  sprayed  with  tar  by  a  city 
employee  or  contractor. 

Max  Ulin,  for  damage  to  automobile  because  of 
the  absence  of  a  light  at  Chelsea  drawbridge. 


John  E.  Weldon,  for  damages  by  collision  with 
a  street  sweeping  machine. 

Mary  D.  Whitaker,  for  excessive  assessment  on 
property  on  Aspinwall  road. 

Samuel  H.  White  Company,  for  damage  by 
sewage  at  95  Salem  street. 

Mary  T.  Whitney,  for  damages  to  property  on 
Vale  street,  South  Boston,  by  defect  in  water  pipe. 

The  Will  &  Baumer  Company,  for  damages  at 
71  Broad  street  by  break  in  a  water  main. 

Annie  M.  Willour,  for  damages  at  34  Phillips 
street,  Roxbury,  by  a  broken  and  leaking  hydrant. 

Edward  G.  Woods,  for  damage  to  automobile 
by  Fire  Department  apparatus. 

Reports  severally  accepted,  petitioners  given 
leave  to  withdraw. 


GROUP   PICTURE   OF   COUNCIL. 

Coun,  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
the'  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  obtain  a  group 
picture  of  the  members  and  officers  of  the  City 
Council  and  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  same  to  each 
of  such  members  and  officers;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council, 
B-37. 

Passed. 


PAY   OF   CITY   LABORERS. 

President  HAGAN  offered  an  order — That  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  submit  an  appro- 
priation in  the  budget  for  the  coming  fiscal  year 
of  a  sum  sufficient  to  give  a  daily  wage  of  $3  per 
day  to  all  laborers  in  the  city  employ  who  ara 
married,  and  $2.75  per  day  for  all  laborers  who 
are  unmarried. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS   TAKEN. 

The  Council  voted  at  11.12  a.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President. 

The  members  of  the  Council  reassembled  in  the 
chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  11.57  a.  m. 


Coun.  BALLANTYNE  in  the  chair. 


REFERENCE  OF  UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Coun.  BALLANTYNE  offered  an  order— That 
all  matters  of  an  unfinished  nature  in  the  hands 
of  the  several  committees  of  this  City  Council 
be  referred  to  the  City  Council  of  1917. 

Passed. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  COLEMAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

(1.)  Report  on  order  and  communication  (re- 
ferred January  29)  for  increase  of  pay  of  matrons 
at  the  House  of  Detention — that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(2.)  Report  on  order  (referred  December  11), 
to  illuminate  Meridian  street,  East  Boston — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

(3.)  Report  on  order  (referred  today),  for  pay- 
ment of  wages  to  city  laborers — recommending 
passage  of  order  in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  submit  an  appropriation  in  the  budget 
for  the  coming  fiscal  year  of  a  sum  sufficient  to 
give  a  daily  wage  of  $3  per  day  to  all  laborers 
in  the  city  employ. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  new  draft. 

Coun.  HAGAN — Mr.  Chairman,  in  reference 
to  the  pending  order,  it  appears  to  me  today  that 
the  men  who  need  an  increase  in  salary  perhaps 
as  much,  if  not  more,  than  anybody  else,  are 
those  in  the  laboring  force  of  the  city.  The  cost 
of  the  necessities  of  lifo  has  increased  so  abnor- 
mally even  in  the  last  few  nionlhs  thai  ilsccmsto 
me  to  be  a  proper  lime  to  request  (he  Mayor  to 
include  a  sufficient  sum  in  the  budget  appropria- 
tions for  the  coming  year  to  enablo  the  oity  govern- 
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inent  to  reward  these  men  a  little  more  substan- 
tially than  in  the  past.  I  was  very  glad  indeed 
to  find  that  I  had  the  cooperation  of  my  colleagues 
in  this  matter,  as  shown  by  the  hearty  way  in 
which  it  was  received  in  committee. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE— Mr.  President,  I  am  going 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Council  during  the  year 
and  will  have  a  chance  to  vote  upon  the  various 
items  in  the  budget  and  I,  for  one,  will  be  willing 
and  glad  to  vote  in  favor  of  granting  the  laborers 
of  the  City  of  Boston  $3  a  day.     I  don't  think 
much    argument — or,  in    fact,    any — is  needed  to 
prove  that  the   cost  of  living  has  increased.     It 
has  increased  tremendously.     Only   this  morning 
at  the  table  my  wife  spoke  to  me  about  reading 
of  a  proposed  increase  of  one  cent  per  quart  in  the 
price    of    milk.     I    understand    that    every    milk 
concern  doing  business  in  Boston,  with  the  excep- 
tion, I  think,  of  the  Hood  Company,  is  going  to 
increase  the  price  of  milk,  which  is  a  staple  com- 
modity,   something    used    by    all    the    people.     A  . 
grocer  told  my  wife  the  other  day  that  all  shelf 
goods,    all    canned    goods,    were    to   be   increased 
in  price,   that  on  preserves,  pickled  goods,   on  a 
10-cent  can  there  was  to  be  an  increase  of  2  cents, 
'on  a   15-cent  can  3  cents  and  on  a  25-cent  can 
5  cents.     I  have  here  an  editorial  which  appeared 
in  the  Boston  American,  under  date  of  September 
16  last,  and    also  an  article  that  appeared  in  the 
paper  the  day  before  that,  and  there  is  a  diagram 
in  the  article  of  September  16  showing  how  some 
of  our  principal  foodstuffs  have  increased  in  price 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  flour  having  gone 
from    $6.50    to    $10.75    a    barrel.     That    was    in 
September  last.     Sugar,  which  was  5  cents  before 
the  war,  had  jumped  to  8  cents;    butter,  before 
the   war,    33   cents,   in   September  was   38   cents, 
and  my  wife  tells  me  that  today  it  is  43  cents  a 
pound.     Potatoes  before  the   war  were   30  cents, 
in  September  they  were  45   cents,  and  they  tell 
me  at  home   that  potatoes  have   gone  up  to   70 
cents  a  peck  today.     Lard  was  13  cents  a  pound 
before  the  war  and  is  now  20  cents;   Crisco,  which 
.was    25    cents,    has   jumped   to    35   cents;      ham, 
which  you  could  get  for  18  cents  a  pound  before 
the  war,  in  September  was  30  cents  a  pound.     I 
think  $3  a  day  is  little  enough  to  pay  to  the  la- 
borers of  the  city.     I  see  that  the  Mayor  intends 
to  put  in  the  budget  for  the  year  a  sum  sufficient 
to  increase  the  pay  of  the  probationary  firemen 
from  $720  to  $900  a  year.     That  is  another  order 
that  I  shall  be  glad  to  vote  for  when  the  budget 
is  presented  to  the  Council.     Some  people  may  say 
that  the  city  shouldn't  increase  wages  these  days, 
but  we  find  according  to  the  Herald,  under  date 
of    December    17,    that   the    Secretary    of    Labor 
says    that    5,750,000    employees    have    received 
increases,      and      that      an      amount      involving 
$300,000,000    was    involved.     The    city   is    today 
in   a  fairly  good,  substantial  financial  condition, 
and  I,  for  one,  believe  that  these  men  who  work 
for   the   city   should   get   $3   a   day.     I,   for   one, 
wonder  how  men  can  really  support  their  families, 
send  their  children  to  school  and  pay  for  shoes 
for  their  children  on  the  money  which  they  now 
receive.     In  regard   to  shoes,   I   know  personally 
that  where  years  ago    I  could  buy  a  pair  of  shoes 
for  $1.75  to  $2,  today  I  cannot  do  so  for  less  than 
$5,   a  serviceable  pair,  and  it  costs  me  as  much 
today  to  buy  a  pair  of  shoes  for  my  little   one 
but  two  years  old  as  it  cost  my  folks  when  I  was 
going  to  schoool  to  buy  a  pair  of  shoes  for  me. 
That  is   one   instance   that  shows   how   the   cost 
has  increased.     We  know  that  there  is  a  demand 
on  the  part  of  many  individuals  that  cities  and 
towns  have  the  right  to  sell  food  at  cost,  to  sell 
coal,  ice,  milk,  potatoes  and  other  things.     That  is 
one  of  the  matters  which  will  be  taken  up  by  the 
constitutional  convention,  because  of  the  increase 
in  the  prices  of  these  staple  articles.     I  wonder 
how  some  men  can  really  support  their  families, 
give  them  a  schooling,  pay  for  shoes  and  clothing 
and  the  ordinary  articles  of  life,  with  the  amount 
of   money  they  get.     It  is   a  shame,   a  disgrace, 
that  today  poor  people    have  to    pay  70  cents  a 
peck  for  potatoes.     Something  must  be  done  to 
curb   the   dealers   who   are   selling   food   at   these 
high  prices.     I,  for  one,  shall  be  glad  to  vote  to 
increase  the  pay  of  laborers  to  $3  a  day,  if  the 
Mayor  will  provide  for  it  in  the  budget,  and  in 
my  opinion  that  is  little  enough. 

Coun.  COLLINS— Mr.  President,  when  this 
order  first  came  to  the  Council  it  provided  that 
the  Mayor  should  be  asked  to  send  in  the  budget 
a  provision  sufficient  to  give  the  unmarried  men 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  city  $2.75  a  day  and  the 
married   men   $3   per  day.     Of  course,   any  such 


line  of  demarcation  as  that  is  manifestly  unjust 
and  unfair,  and  I  was  pleased  to  move  in  com- 
mittee that  the  Mayor  be  requested  instead  to 
provide  in  the  budget  sufficient  money  to  give 
everybody  in  the  labor  service  of  the  city  $3  a  day. 
I  was  pleased  to  hear  what  the  last  speaker  had  to 
say,  but  it  is  only  just  to  consider  that  conditions 
in  the  outside  world  today  are  abnormal.  They 
are  not  always  going  to  continue  this  way.  The 
pendulum  is  going  to  swing  back,  looking  at  the 
matter  over  a  long  period  of  time,  subject  to  the 
laws  of  supply  and  demand.  What  is  just  for  us 
to  do  by  the  taxpayers  as  well  as  by  the  laborers 
and  other  men  in  the  city  service?  It  seems  to 
me  that  clearly  at  this  time  the  minimum  wage  for 
a  laboring  man  should  be  at  least  $3  a  day.  The 
test,  it  seems  to  me,  is  not  what  peculiar  conditions 
are  today,  but  what  are  they  going  to  be  in  the 
future?  We  all  know  that  laborers  for  contractors 
outside  the  city's  service  get  more  than  $3  a  day. 
When  conditions  adjust  themselves,  in  my  opinion, 
they  will  not  get  any  more  than  $3  a  day,  and 
perhaps  less.  But  I  believe  the  city  should  blaze 
the  way  and  should  treat  those  who  receive  the 
smallest  pay — namely,  the  laborers  and  mechanics 
in  the  city's  service — with  just  and  fair  considera- 
tion. With  that  view  I  voted  for  this  order, 
asking  the  Mayor  when  he  sends  in  his  appropria- 
tion bill  to  include  a  sufficient  amount  in  his 
estimate  to  give  these  men  a  living  wage — to  wit, 
S3  a  day.  After  all,  this  is  not  a  matter  that  is 
within  our  province.  It  is  a  matter  that  requires 
executive  action,  and  we  are  merely  asking  him 
to  take  that  action. 

Coun.    McDONALD— Mr.    President,  ,  it   is    a 
pleasure  for  me  to  sit  here  and  listen  to  my  friends 
who  have  preceded  me,  excepting  Coun.  Attridge, 
advocate  the  increase  of  pay  of  the  laboring  men 
to  $3  a  day.     I  suppose  they  have  seen  the  light. 
In  the  last  campaign  all  through  Boston  I  advocated 
$3  a  day  for  laborers  and  increases  for  elevator- 
men,  scrubwomen  and  other  employees  who' are 
not  classed  as  laborers.     If  we  are  going  to  increase 
the  pay  of  the  laboring  men — and,  of  course,  we 
ought  to  do  it  and  they  are  entitled    to.  it — we 
should  also  increase  the  pay  of  all  other  underpaid 
city  employees,  and  there  are  a  number  of  them. 
Those  classed  as  laborers  merely  include  a  part  of 
our  lower  paid  employees,  and  there  are  a  number 
of  other  unpaid  employees  who  should  be  increased 
to  $3  or  $3.50  a  day.     When  we  tried  last  year  to 
give   underpaid   employees   a   little   more  money, 
they  were  stricken  off  the  budget  because  of  the 
fact  that  money  was  wanted  for  streets,  and  when 
we  said  we  wanted  money  for  laborers  we  were 
told  that  they  didn't  care  about  increasing  the  pay 
of  laborers  or  anything  of  the  sort,  that  they  wanted 
to  put  all  the  money  they  could  into  streets,  that 
that  was  the  most  important  thing.     The  same 
condition  of  affairs  existed  last  year  in  regard  to  the 
high  cost  of  living,  although  perhaps  to  not  quite 
such  an  extreme  degree.     Potatoes  were  50  cents  a 
peck  in  the  spring,  and  are  only  65  cents  now;  and 
yet  this  is  the  first  time  since  I  have  been  here  in  the 
government    that    these    members    are    agitating 
increased  pay  for  the  laborers.     I  know  that  if  the 
Mayor  can  do  it  he  will  do  it,  because  he  said  in 
the  public  Press  and  elsewhere  in  the  last  two  or 
three  months,  has  said  all  along,  that  he  believes 
in  increasing  the  pay  of  laborers  to  something  more 
than  they  are  getting,  as  well  as  increasing  the  pay 
of  elevator  men  and  other  deserving  city  employees 
who  are  underpaid.     I  agree  with  the  gentlemen 
who  preceded  me  that  Boston  ought  to  take  the 
lead  in  this  matter.     It  should  not  only  do  so  now, 
but    always.     We    are    not    interfering    with    the 
administrative   part   of     our   government  in   this 
■  matter,  as  they  said  we  were  when  we  tried  to  get 
the  day  off  in  three  for  firemen,  and  all  that  sort  of 
thing.     We  are  simply  doing  what  we  ought  to  do, 
taking  care  of  our  employees.     It  is  a  pleasure  to 
me  to  vote  for  the  order,  and  I  am  glad  that  the 
order   was   amended   in    executive   committee    to 
include  all  laborers,  single  and  married  men.     I 
am  glad  that  these  members  have  seen  the  light 
and  are  going  to  be  with  the  men  employed  by  the 
city  who  are  underpaid . 
The  order  was  passed. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  29),  to 
name  junction  of  Cabot,  Tremont  and  Hammond 
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streets,  Frederick  Douglass  square — that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 
-    2.     Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  communica- 
tion and  order  (referred  July  26),  for  sale  of  old 
•Police  Station   No.   6 — that  no  further  action  is 
necessary. 

Report  accepted. 

3.  Reports  on  various  papers — that  the  same 
be  placed  on  file,  viz.: 

Message  of  Mayor  and  communication  (referred 
October  31),  relative  to  sale  of  old  Police  Station 
NoV7,  Meridian  street,  East  Boston. 

Message  of  Mayor  and  communication  (referred 
March  13),  relative  to  sale  of  land  on  Wallingford 
road. 

Message  of  Mayor  and  communications  (referred 
1914),  relative  to  sale  ofMand  on  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue. 

Message  of  Mayor  (referred  1914),  relative  to 
leasing  of  land,  Hyde  Park. 

Message  of  Mayor,  communications  and  order 
(referred  1914),  for  sale  of  land,  Hyde  Park. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  papers  placed  on  file. 


FINANCE. 

Coun.  ATTRIDGE,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  communication  from  Raymond 
P.  Delano  (referred  December  11),  offering  to  sell 
land  on  Columbia  road  for  municipal  purposes — 
that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  paper  placed  on  file. 

2.'  Reports  on  various  orders — that  no  further 
action  is  necessary,  viz.: 

Order  (referred  September  14)  for  loan  of  $10,700 
for  motor  ladder  truck  for  Charlestown  district. 

Order  (referred  November  1)  for  loan  of  $5,000 
for  plans  for  new  buildings,  Consumptives'  Hos- 
pital. 

Order  (referred  May  31)  for  loan  of  $50,000  for 
restoration  of  Faneuil  Hall. 

Reports  severally  accepted. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  1915)  to  obtain 
estimate  of  cost  of  bath  house,  Tenean  Beach — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pa,ss. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  MOTOR  APPARATUS. 

Coun.  COLLINS  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  submit  an  ap- 
propriation in  the  budget  for  the  coming  fiscal  year 
of  a  sum  not  less  than  $250,000  for  motor  apparatus 
for  the  Fire  Department. 

Passed. 


CLOSING  PROCEEDINGS. 

Coun.      COLEMAN      offered      the      following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
extended  to  Henry  E.  Hagan  for  the  impartiality 
and  ability  he  has  displayed  as  presiding  officer  for 
the  municipal  year  1916. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Coun.  COLEMAN  said: 

Mr.  Clerk,  in  accordance  with  the  usual  custom 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Council  for  the  year 
I  present  this  resolution,  and  upon  it  I  wish  to 
'say  a  few  words,  which  probably  will  be  the 
last  words  I  speak  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council. 
•I,  recall  that  it  was  just  a  year  ago  that  Coun. 
James  A.  Watson — who  I  notice  is  among  us 
this  morning,  I  suppose  reacclimatizing  himself 
to  the  atmosphere  of  the  chamber  in  preparation 
for  his  duties  another  year — arose  from  this  same 
seat  and  presented  a  similar  resolution  in  regard 
to  the  then  retiring  president  of  the  City  Council. 
I  also  recall  quite  distinctly  that  a  little  more 
than  three  years  ago,  when  we  had  just  such  a 
very  cold  snap  as  we  are  enjoying  today,  it  was 
my  privilege  to  receive  a  large  vote  which  made 
me  a  member  of  this  City  Council.  I  wish  to  say 
on  this  occasion  that  the  three  years  that  I  have 
been  a  member  of  the  body  have  to  me  passed 
in  very  rapid  fashion.  I  think  if  we  could  review 
all  the  business  that  has  been  transacted  through 
these  three  years  and  compare  it  with  the  record 
of  any  other  three  years  of  the  City  Council  under 
the  present  charter,  we  would  find  that  as  much 
strenuous     and     important     business     has     been 


crowded  into  the  three  years  as  has  ever  been 
done  in  any  other  three  years  since  the  new 
charter  was  adopted.  You  can  easily  recall 
some  of  the  major  matters  with  which  this  Council 
has  dealt  in  the  last  three  years.  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  review  them  at  this  time.  Many  of 
them  were  of  vital  importance  with  reference 
to  the  welfare  of  the  city  and  involved  huge 
sums  of  money,  and  others,  while  not  such  large 
matters,  nevertheless  called  for  the  expenditure 
of  a  great  deal  of  time,  energy  and  devotion  on 
the  part  of  the  members  of  this  Council.  So  I 
think  during  these  three  years  of  my  member- 
ship, judging  from  what  I  have  learned  from 
members  of  the  Council  who  have  served  in  the 
government  longer  than  I  have,  there  has  been 
more  demand  on  the  members'  time,  energy 
and  devotion  than  perhaps  ever  before.  I  have 
personally  found  these  three  years  most  delight- 
ful in  the  fellowship  they  have  afforded  with 
members  and  officials,  with  all  those  in  City  Hall 
with  whom  I  have  been  brought  in  contact  through 
official  business.  I  have  taken  occasion  here- 
tofore to  express  my  appreciation  of  and  even 
my  surprise  at  what  I  have  found  to  be  the  calibre, 
quality  and  character  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  public  servants  of  the  city,  as  contrasted 
with  the  reputation  they  have  gained  through 
the  superabundant  criticism  which  is  always 
directed  towards  the  city  government,  city  affairs 
and  city  officials.  I  have  found  in  the  city  govern- 
ment men  of  devotion,  character,  ability  and 
experience  far  beyond  my  expectation  when  I 
first  came  here.  If  there  is  one  thing  above 
another  that  has  brought,  satisfaction  to .  me 
during  my  membership  in  the  City  Council 
it  has  been  the  opportunity  that  I  had,  unnoticed, 
unobserved  and  unrecorded,  to  take  a  stand 
during  the  negotiations  for  the  segregated  budget, 
when  the  City  Council  was  in  seemingly  hopeless 
disagreement  with  the  Mayor  with  respect  to 
the  adoption  of  a  segregated  budget.  Some  of 
you  will  recall  that  there  was  a  time  when  the 
thing  was  long  drawn  out,  and  when  there  seemed 
to  be  no  possibility  of  an  agreement  between 
the  City  Council  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
and  even  our  late  friend,  Coun.  Coulthurst, 
the  lion  hearted,  was  himself  discouraged  and 
felt  that  we  had  reached  the  last  ditch  and  had 
lost  the  day,  that  we  could  no  longer  keep  the 
employees  in  certain  departments  of  the  city  wait- 
ing for  their  pay  while  this  quarrel  between  the 
Mayor  and  the  City  Council  was  being  settled, 
and  would  have  to  yield  and  lose  our  contention 
with  respect  to  the  segregated  budget.  It  happened 
on  that  occasion  that  I  did  not  feel  that  way  at  all 
and  that  I  was  able  to  offer  some  remarks  which 
stemmed  the  tide  and  encouraged  us  all  to  renew 
our  efforts;  and  finally  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  you 
will  recall,  appointed  a  commission  to  study  the 
whole  question.  Out  of  that  came  the  segregated 
budget.  We  all  know  what  that  cost  us  that  winter 
and  spring  in  the  way  of  time,  devoting  hours,  days 
and  nights  to  the  details  of  that  budget.  In  the 
coming  year,  through  the  mechanism  which  has 
now  been  adopted  and  in  light  of  the  experiences 
which  has  been  obtained,  this  labor  will  be  very 
much  lessened:  but  that  added  very  materially  to 
the  burdens  of  the  City  Council  at  that  time.  I 
am  very  glad,  however,  that  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  be 
in  the  City  Council  during  the  year  when  the 
segregated  budget  system  .  was  adopted  and  to 
have  a  share  which  at  the  time  was  so  vital  of  the 
work  in  relation  to  it.  An  editorial  in  the  Boston 
Journal  this  morning  calls  attention  to  the  three 
retiring  members  of  the  City  Council — Messrs, 
Kenny,  Lehy  and  Coleman,  and  pays  us  a  very 
pleasing  compliment  for  our  service  in  the  Council. 
It  goes  on  to  say  how  difficult  it  is  to  retain  in  the 
Council  the  services  of  men  whom  the  city  desires 
to  hold  in  that  service.  It  could  sav  that  also  of 
other  members  of  the  Council  who  will  still  be  here, 
some  of  whom  have  served  for  ,i  considerable  time, 
and  one  at  least  of  whom  is  now  beginning  his 
tenth  year.  I  don't  think  any  one  outside  appre- 
ciates how  much  time,  strength  ami  sacrifice  is 
involved  in  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties 
of  a  member  of  the  Council.  I  think  the  point 
made  in  the  Boston  J  ournal  editorial  is  quite  correct, 
that  one  of  the  difficulties  in  retaining  in  the 
Council  for  any  length  of  time  men  of  calibre  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  in  the  very  nature  of  things 
it  takes  so  long  to  accomplish  so  very  little,  there 
is  so  much  waste  of  time  necessarily  in  the  trans- 
action of  business  where  the  opinions  and  judg- 
ment of  nine  virile,  independent  men  has  to  be 
considered.      I    was    talking    only    a    little    while 
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a^o'with  a  high  official  in  city  affairs  who  pointed 
out,  as  it  seemed  to  me  very  accurately,  the  con- 
ditions under   which   we   labor   here   m   the   City 
Council.    He  said  that  the  power  of  the  city  govern- 
ment was  concentrated,  90  per  cent  in  the  hands 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  but  10  per  cent  in  the 
hands  of  the  City  Council,  and  that  that  10  per 
cent  was  divided  up  among  nine  men.      lnat  is 
very  true.     Although  we  have  to  deal  with  large 
fimnciil   affairs    and    can   take   the    initiative    in 
smi2  of  them,  it  remains  true,  nevertheless,  that 
oir  percentage  of  authority  in  the  affairs  of  the 
City   Council   remains   very   small   and   that   tnat 
small  percentage  is  divided  up  among  nine  men, 
so  that  it  takes  a  great  deal  of  time  to  accomplish 
very  little.      An  illustration   of   that   is   found   in 
the  experience   of  the  past  year—  and,   lor  that 
matter,  in   previous  years— of  the   Committee   on 
Prisons.   Last  year  the  Committee  on  Prisons,  when 
it  came  to  take  up  its  work,  found  a  rather  difficult 
situation  to  deal  with.    In  the  first  place,  conditions 
on  Deer  Island  were  in  a  state  of  turmoil.     Alter 
an  investigation  which  had  been  recently  conducted 
bv  the  Mayor,  the  citizens  were  very  much  dis- 
turbed  in   relation   to   affairs   there,    and   it   was 
very  difficult  to  get  at  the  bottom  o    the  situation. 
There  were  also  problems  at  the  Suffolk  County 
Jail  on  Charles  street.     The  preceding  committee 
had  turned   over  the  situation   to  the  m-coming 
committee,  a  situation  which  was  entirely  unsatis- 
factory to  them,  and  they  so  reported  it  in  their 
last  report  to  the  City  Council.     The  Prison  Com- 
mittee during  the  past  year  has  spent  an  unusual 
amount  of  time,  energy  and  devotion  m  the  exami- 
nation and  supervision,  so  far  as  they  had  authority, 
of  the  three  institutions  which  have  especially  come 
under  their  care— that  at  Deer  Island,  the  boys 
institution   at   Rainsford  Island,   and  the  jail  on 
Charles  street.     After  many  visits,  spending  days 
and  days  of  time,  the  committee  made  a  full  and 
complete  report  in  which  they  gave  credit  wherever 
credit  was  due,  according  to  their  best  judgment, 
and  also  criticised  where  it  seemed  necessary  to 
draw  a  sharp  criticism.     Most  of  the  criticism  had 
to   deal  with  the  condition  of  things  which   was 
existent  the  year  before  and  upon  which  the  com- 
mittee that  preceded  this  committee  had  reported 
in  full,  asking  that  certain  changes  be  made.     N  oth- 
ing  had  been  done  with  reference  to  these  change^ 
no  action  had  been  taken  on  the  Part  °f  &heritt 
Quinn  to  meet  the  criticisms  made  by  the  Council 
tlie  year  before;    and  now,  at  the  end  of  another 
year,  the  committee,  after  having  made  another 
report  and  having  spent  all  this  time,  finds  the 
situation  not  changed  at  all  so  far  as  any  action  by 
the  sheriff  is  concerned— being  fortunately,  how- 
ever, changed  in  one  very  vital  respect,  owing  to  the 
resignation  of  the  doctor  who  has  been  in  the  service 
at  Charles  Street  Jail  for  so  many  years..    One  of 
the  Boston  papers  recently  said  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  committee  had  made  a  some- 
what constructive  report— not  top  common  a  thing 
in  reports  as  they  run  in  city  affairs— nevertheless 
in  a  day  it  would  be  forgotten  and  nothing  would 
come   of   it.     The   committee     of   course,  has   no 
power  to  command  officers  of  these  institutions  to 
carrv  out  its  suggestions,  but  in  most  cases  the 
committee's   suggestions   have   been   very   kindly 
received  and  acted  upon,   in  many  cases  to  the 
improvement     of     the     institution.     But     Shepfl 
Quinn,  at  the  Charles  Street  Jail  instead  of  taking 
the  efforts  of  the  committee  in  the  right  spirit  and 
seeking  to  cooperate  with  them. for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  jail,  assumed  the  attitude  at  once  that 
the  members  of  the  committee  were  enemies  and 
that  they  were  entirely  ignorant  ot  the  situation 
and  incapable  of  making  any  suggestions  that  would 
be   at   all  worth   while.     As.  a  substitute  for. the 
committee's     careful,    conscientious     and     official 
examination  of    the  conditions .  at  the  mstitution, 
and  its  recommendations  looking  to  change  and 
improvement,  all  of  which  were  made  in  the  best 
spirit  and  with  an  intention  to  be  absolutely  fair 
and   at   the   same  time  entirely  independent,  the 
sheriff  invites  to  his  boarding  house,  as  he  calls  it,  a 
corps  of  reporters  from  the  various  papers  ot. the 
city,  and  has  succeeded  during  the  last  few  days  in 
furnishing  a  very  delightful  vaudeville  enterta la- 
ment to  the  people  of  Boston  who  have  read  the  in- 
LMVSt.ingrep!,rlspres,Virdby1llenM.n;s;:,;t,;v:;so 
the  papers  for  two  or  three  days.     All  *at  these  re 
porters  have  said  with  reference  to  the  good  points 
of  the  jail,  and  in  commendation  of  the  conduct  ot 
the  jail,  is  covered  in  a  brief  paragraph  in  the  report 
Of  the  present  committee.     The  major  portion  of 
?he  criticisms  made  by  the  Committee  on  Prisons 
so  far  as  I  have  seen,  have  not  been  very  seriously 


treated    by    the    reporters;    and,    now     that    the 
city  has  had  its  entertainment  and  the  sheriff  has 
doubtless  had  some  satisfaction  in  affording  this 
method  of  investigation,  I  presume  that  conditions 
at  the  jail  will  go  on  just  about  the  same  as  ever— 
which  is  an  illustration  of  the  principle  I  was  point- 
ing  out,   that  it   is   rather   difficult  to   get  busy, 
capable  men,   who  have  other  things  demanding 
their  attention,  to  come  into  the  City  Council  and 
stay  there  when  they  find  that  it  takes  so  very 
long  to  accomplish  so  very  little.     To  come  back 
to   the  subject-matter  of  the   resolution   which   1 
have   presented,   let  me  say  that  that  resolution 
uses  formal  language  in  expressing  the  apprecia- 
tion that  your  colleagues  feel  of  the   manner  in 
'    which  you  have  conducted  your  office  as  president 
of  the  Council  during  the  last  year.     It  says  that 
you  have  presided  in  an  able  and  impartial  manner. 
We  will  all  grant  that,  unanimously.     1  think  we 
can  also  all  agree  in  saying  that  you  have  presided 
graciously,     courteously    and   easily.     By   that    1 
do   not   mean   that   you   necessarily   have   always 
been  easy  with  us,  but  you  have,  on  the  whole, 
made  us  feel  very  much  at  ease.     I  still  have  some 
very  vivid  recollections  of  my  own  service  in  that 
position,  when  you  will  recall  that  I  had  the  privi- 
lege and  responsibility  of  presiding  over,  1  think, 
all  the  members  of  the   Council  at  present  save 
one   and  also  our  good  friend,  the  late  William  i±. 
Woods.     When   our   soon-to-be-resurrected   mem- 
ber of  the  Council,  James  A.  Watson,  was  a  member 
nere  while  I   presided,  you  will  recall  that  we  had 
some  very  strenuous  occasions.     In  fact,  I  believe 
my   predecessor,    Coun.    McDonald,    was   obliged 
to  break  a  gavel  in  presiding  over  his  friend,  the 
strenuous  Jerry.     I  did  not  have  to  go  so  far  as 
that,   but,   nevertheless,   I   had   some   very  lively 
moments.     You    have    been    spared    that      Mr. 
President;    nevertheless,    you    have    enjoyed    the 
quieter  scenes  that  have  been  your  lot  and,  on  this 
occasion,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
I  desire,  in  addition  to  this  verbal  expression  ot 
our  appreciation  of  your  gentlemanly  and  courteous 
conduct  of  the  office,  to  present  to  you  on  their 
behalf  a  token  of  our  good  will,  esteem  and  regard, 
that  you  may  keep  always  as  a  reminder  of  your 
service  as  president   of   the   City   Council  during 
this  year.     On  their  behalf  and  my  own,  with  all 
good    will    and    kindly    feeling,    appreciation    and 
respect,  I  present  to  you  this  stick  pin  (presenting 
a  stick  pin  to  President  Hagan).      _         , 

Clerk  DONOVAN— The  question  is  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution.  .  The  Clerk  has  re- 
ceived this  following  communication: 

Hon.  James  Donovan, 

City  Clerk:  ,    -  •  , 

My  dear  Mr.  Donovan,— As  I  shall  be  away  from 
Boston  at  the  time  of  the  final  meeting  of  the  City 
Council  for  1916-17,  may  I  in  advance  thereof  take 
this  opportunity  to  offer  to  President  Henry  Ji. 
Hagan,  yourself  and  the  other  officers  of  the 
City  Council  an  expression  of  my  appreciation  tor 
much  painstaking  courtesy  and  kindness  through- 
out the  municipal  year  now  drawing  to  a  close. 

In  this  connection  also  I  would  like  to  extend  my 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  gentlemen  repre- 
senting the  newspapers  of  the  city  for  , he  fair 
and  able  reports  of  the  Council  meetings  which  they 
have  rendered  to  the  people  of  Boston.  . 

To  my  fellow  members,  those  remaining  in  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  government  as  well  as 
those  who,  like  myself,  are  retiring,  I  beg  to  convey 
assurances  of  my  continued  regard  and  best  wishes 
for  their  future  happiness. 

Very  sincerely, 

Thomas  J.  Kenny. 

Coun  LEHY— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  rise 
and  support  the  resolution.  I  suppose  that  is 
a  part  of  the  work  or  pleasure  of  a  retiring  member 
—and  I  am  a  retiring  member,  because  there  is 
a  man  who  has  secured  my  place  and  is  going 
on  the  job  next  week.  I  had  prepared  an  elaborate 
speech  setting  forth  in  words  that  should  endure 
for  all  time  my  work  in  this  Council,  not  only 
the  work  of  the  body  itself  but  what  I  personally 
had  done,  showing  what  a  statesman  I  had 
become,  what  a  great  benefit  I  had  been  to  the 
city  I  had  proposed  to  deliver  that  and  had 
supposed  that  it  would  pass  down  into  history 
in  the  records  of  this  City  Council  daughter.) 
But  the  microbe  of  economy,  the  bug  that  pur- 
sues the  City  Council  and  is  found  in  them  and 
on  them,  got  into  them  when  they  were  con- 
sidering what  they  would  recommend  for  the 
budget,    and   a   proposed   appropriation   to   per- 
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petuate  those  closing  remarks  was  ruthlessly 
stricken  out,  thereby  making  it  impossible  that 
what  we  say  here  should  go  down  to  future  genera- 
tions. So  the  schoolboys  of  the  future  will  have 
to  burrow  back  into  the  speeches  made  by  the 
statesmen  of  revolutionary  and  succeeding  times, 
and  even  those  which  appear  in  our  own  past 
records  here,  to  find  proper  subjects  for  heroic 
declamation,  while  our  oratorical  utterances, 
and  possibly  the  singing  of  sweet  songs,  will  be 
stricken  out.  (Laughter.)  I  said  that  I  had 
wanted  to  tell  you  what  a  benefit  I  had  been  here 
and  what  a  great  fellow  I  had  been.  My  con- 
ception of  myself  in  that  respect,  as  a  shining 
member  of  such  a  splendid  body  as  this  City 
Council,  would  be  probably  a  good  deal  like  that 
of  the  man  who  said,  "The  best  people  in  the 
world  are  in  Ireland,  and  the  best  people  in  Ireland 
are  in  Tipperary,  and  the  best  people  in  Tipperary 
are  the  people  in  the  little  town  where  I  was 
born."  I  have  forgotten  the  name  of  that  town, 
but  perhaps  Coun.  Attridge  or  McDonald  may 
recollect  it.  "The  best  man  in  that  little  town 
is  my  brother  Dan,  and  I  can  lick  him  with  one 
hand."  (Laughter.)  I  want  to  say  just  a  word 
as  illustrating  the  consideration  which  this  Council 
receives.  Coun.  Coleman  has  referred  to  it  in 
what  he  has  said.  On  December  4  I  introduced 
an  order  here  asking  for  certain  information 
regarding  automobiles,  and  I  asked  that  that 
information  be  returned  to  the  Council  on  or 
before  January  1.  I  supposed  that,  with  all  the 
city  departments  so  splendidly  handled,  with 
such  great  executive  ability  displayed  in  all  of 
them,  there  would  be  no  question  but  what  that 
information  would  be  presented  to  the  Council 
within  two  weeks.  But  January  1  has  come  and 
gone,  and  we  have  now  got  by  February  1,  and 
that  information  has  not  been  handed  to  us. 
That  is  in  support  of  what  was  said  by  Coun. 
Coleman.  I  would  like  to  go  back  a  little  bit, 
as  far  as  this  Council  is  concerned,  because  of 
something  that  the  City  Messenger  said  to  me 
this  morning.  This  room  was  the  old  room 
where  some  seventy-five  members  of  the  old 
Common  Council  sat  in  days  gone  by,  and  in 
those  times  sometimes  the  papers  insinuated 
that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  graft  existing. 
In  referring  to  graft  I  do  not  speak  of  the  present 
Council,  because  we  are  like  Caesar's  wife.  But 
I  want  to  say  a  word  in  commendation  of  the  old 
Council,  which  has  passed  into  history,  in  view 
of  what  Mr.  Leary  says.  This  room  was 
gilded,  decorated  with  gold;  the  building  was 
built  in  1855  and  has  been  occupied  ever 
since  by  City  Councils,  and  the  gold  is  still 
there.  (Laughter.)  Referring  again  to  my 
order  that  has  not  come  back  and  which  I  was 
sure  would  come  back  because  I  had  heard  so  much 
about  the  splendid  efficiency  of  the  city  depart- 
ments, I  am  reminded  of  the  fellow  who  went  to 
the  race  track.  He  did  not  know  much  about 
horses, — and  perhaps  that  is  my  trouble, — but  he 
wanted  to  bet.  He  was  told  to  "Bet  on  Skylark: 
he  is  a  corker!  Put  your  money  on  Skylark." 
So  he  bet  on  Skylark  and  watched  the  horses  go 
around  the  turn,  with  Skylark  behind,  iind  finally, 
when  it  came  in  to  the  home  stretch,  old  Skylark 
was  nowhere.  All  the  other  horses  came  along, 
leaving  Skylark  back  in  the  rear,  and  finally  this 
fellow  went  to  the  track,  waited  for  Skylark  to 
come  along,  and  then  went  up  to  him  and  said, 
"What  detained  you?"  (Laughter.)  That  is  the 
feeling  I  have  in  regard  to  my  order.  (Laughter.) 
Seriously,  gentlemen,  the  time  I  have  spent  in  this 
Council  has  been  a  pleasure  to  me.  I  have  enjoyed 
it.  I  have  enjoyed  the  association,  mingling  with 
the  men  of  the  Council.  I  am  pleased  and  glad  to 
have  been  associated  with  them;  and  the  friend- 
ships and  companionships  I  have  formed  in  and 
about  this  small  portion  of  the  hall,  coming  and 
going,  have  been  very  gratifying.  I  suppose  I 
really  would  not  be  doing  the  right  thing  if  I  did 
not  say  a  nice  word  to  the  Press,  who  have  surely 
been  very  kind  to  me  all  the  way  through.  I  really 
feel  very  sorry  to  leave  you.  As  far  as  the  chair- 
man is  concerned,  I  suppose  he  has  done  as  well  as 
he  could.     He  has  never  abused  me  as  much  in  the 


Council  as  he  has  outside  of  it.  (Laughter.)  Coun. 
Coleman  is  really  the  proper  one  to  speak  of  our 
president,  because  he  has  lived  with  him  here  for 
a  long  time  and  knows  how  he  has  carried  out  his 
work.  I  want  to  second  every  word  that  Coun. 
Coleman  has  said  in  regard  to  President  Haga'n, 
and  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  add  my  little 
word  of  praise  to  his.     I  thank  you. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote. 

President  HAGAN  said: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Boston  City  Council,  last 
April  it  became  known,  without  my  knowledge, 
that  my  good  wife  and  myself  were  celebrating 
our  twenty-fifth  wedding  anniversary,  and  you 
good  men  saw  fit  to  send  us  a  remembrance  of  that 
anniversary  day,  one  that  we  both  appreciate 
very  highly,  one  that  we  both  know  will  be  handed 
down  to  our  children  in  years  to  come.  I  felt  as 
if  you  were  very  generous  and  kind  to  me  at  that 
time,  and  I  said  to  officials  of  the  City  Council 
that  I  thought  it  would  be  an  imposition  on  good 
nature  for  you  to  carry  out  the  usual  practice  of 
giving  to  the  retiring  president  a  gift,  and  hoped 
that  it  would  not  be  done.  I  felt  that  you  had 
been  over-generous  to  me,  and  I  did  not  wish  to 
continue  to  impose  upon  your  good  nature.  It 
seems,  however^  that  I  have  not  been  taken  at  my 
word,  and  again  I  find  myself  under  a  debt  of 
gratitude  for  this  splendid  gift  you  have  made  to 
me  here  personally  today.  I  appreciate  it  very 
highly,  because  I  know  it  comes  from  friendly 
hearts.  I  want  you  to  know  that  I  appreciate  the 
friendship  of  the  members  of  this  Council  perhaps 
as  highly  as  anything  else  in  this  world.  A  year 
ago  you  honored  me  by  election  to  the  presidency 
of  this  body.  I  expressed  to  you  my  gratitude  at 
that  time  and  have  tried  to  show  my  gratitude 
throughout  the  year;  and  I  want  again  to  express 
my  gratitude  today.  I  consider  it  an  honor  indeed 
to  serve  as  president  of  the  Boston  City  Council, 
and  I  thank  this  body  for  extending  to  me  that 
honor.  I  have  tried  during  the  year  to  be  fair 
and  impartial,  to  merit  and»retain  that  friendship 
that  I  value  so  highly,  and  I  feel  confident  that 
I  have  attained  that  result.  In  retiring  from  the 
presidency  today  I  am  satisfied  that  I  hold  the 
friendship,  the  good  fraternal  feeling,  of  every 
member  of  the  body,  that  I  can  look  you  all  in 
the  eye  and  grasp  you  all  by  the  hand  and  receive 
in  return  the  friendly  greeting  of  fellowship.  That 
I  very  highly  prize.  I  think  I  ought  to  be  very 
grateful  to  you,  because  you  have  put  up  with  my 
limitations,  and  I  know  them  all  too  well;  I  think 
you  have  been  very  patient,  indeed.  I  think  I 
would  have  tried  your  patience  even  a  great  deal 
more  were  it  not  for  the  great  and  valuable  service 
I  have  received  from  our  smiling,  ever  happy 
City  Clerk  and  his  most  efficient  assistant.  Many 
of  the  rough  spots  have  been  smoothed  and  ironed 
out  to  my  complete  satisfaction  by  their  simply 
guiding  my  helpless  hand.  I  may  say,  indeed, 
that  I  feel  a  sincere  sense  of  gratitude  to  all  the 
city  officials,  our  good  Clerk  of  Committees,  John 
Dever  and  his  assistant,  who  have  helped  me  so 
well,  as  well  as  the  City  Messenger  and  all  the 
people  connected  with  the  City  Council  force . 
They  have  been  very  kind  to  me,  indeed.  The 
newspaper  men,  too,  have  said  some  nice  things 
about  me^  for  which  I  am  grateful,  and  for  the 
unkind  things  they  have  said  I  forgive  them,  for 
they  knew  not  what  they  did.  (Laughter.)  I 
am  glad  that  Coun.  Lehy  has  called  attention  to 
the  gold  that  we  are  surrounded  with.  I  had 
served  here  for  two  years  and  did  not  really  think 
it  was  gold.  I  will  watch  it  very  carefully  next 
year.  (Laughter.)  Perhaps,  now  that  he  has 
called  it  to  my  attention,  the  gold  may  .disappear 
during  the  year.  (Laughter.)  I  want  "to  assure 
you  all,  gentlemen,  that  I  am  deeply  and  sin- 
cerely grateful  to  you  for  this  expression  of  your 
kindness  and  good  will,  and  (hat  I  shall  treasure 
it  and  value  it  very  highly  during  my  life.  Gentle- 
men, I  thank  you. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Council 
voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BALLANTYNE,  at 
12.50  p.  m.,  to  adjourn  sine  die. 


6936    067 


